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PREFACE. 


TuEiiE  appears  little  necessity  for  employing  auy  length- 
ened preliminary  observations,  in  recommending  an 
EccLESMSTlcAL  II18TORT  of  Our  National  Church  to  the 
serious  attcn'tiou  of  an  Irish  public.  It  matters  not  at 
what  period  oi*  un^er  what  circumstances  this  Church' 
may  be  contemplated;  let  it  be  viewed  through  a  di}- 
passionate  medium,  either  in  its  origin  or  in  its  progress 
during  the  revolution  images,  and  it  will  bo  found  to 
contain  materials  of  the  highost  importance  to  religion, 
and  worthy  of  being  embalmed  in  the  eternal  recollection 
of  Irishmen.  The  ancient  Fathers  by  whom  this  sacred' 
edifice  was  raised,  have  an  undoubted  claim  to  the  grati- 
tude of  posterity.  By  their  aiwstblic  virtues  they  have 
won  for  their  country  a  name  which  shall  ever  be  cherished, 
and  of  which  no  other  nation  can  boast,  that  of  an  Island 
of  Saints.  By  their  pci'scvcring  industry  they  have 
caused  the  Church  of  Ireland  to  spread  and  to  strengthen 
and  to  bid  defiance  to  the  wreck  of  time;  but,  above  all, 
they  have  transmitted  it  to  us,  as  the  depository  of  that 
faitU|  which  in  itself  is  the  most  precious  of  bequests,  and 
which  no  ingenuity  or  power  of  man  has  been  able  to 
wrest  from  us. 
It  is  not,  however,  in  the  origin  so  much  as  in  the 
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triumphant  progress  of  this  Churub,  that  its  history  be- 
comes  interesting.  Centuries  in  rapid  succession  have 
rolled  on;  the  works  of  man,  after  flourishing  for  a  time, 
decay  and  disappear,  but  this  supernatural  work  has 
continued  as  fair  and'  as  vigorous  as  ever.  The  Church 
of  Ireland,  it  is  true,  has  had  seasons  of  serenity,  but  it 
was  also  doomed  to  endure  the  tempest,  and  has  passed 
through  an  ordeal  of  trial  and  persecution  unparalleled 
in  the  history  of  mankind.  During  those  awful  periods 
the  priesthood  of  Ir^and,  like  the  pridiitive  martyrs,  have 
been  tried  in  the  crucible;  numbers  of  them  sealed  the 
faith  with  their  blood,  others  confirmed  it  by  exile  :  and 
while  death'Stalkcd  in  the  sanctuary,  and  desolation  spread 
around,  they  nobly  secured  the  ancient  religion  of  the 
country,  and  handed  it  down  unchanged  to  succeeding 
generations.  Arc  the  heroic  sufferings  of  such  apostolic 
men  to  be  consigned  to  oblivion  ?  Are  thcii  names  and 
yieir  memory  to  be  for  ever  blotted  out  from  the  recollec- 
tion of  an  intelligent  posterity  ?  To  obviate  such  con- 
lingcncy  has  been  one  of  the  motives  which  induced  the 
author  humbly  to  present  the  following  concbc  but  com- 
prthensive  work  to  the  attention  of  his  fclloT^ountrymen. 
HistJiry,  however,  in  order  to  be  instructive,  must  be 
employed  as  a  medium  for  illustrating  some  interesting 
truth.  Historical  facts  are,  in  reality,  so  many  data, 
and  when  accompanied  with  suitable  deductions,  the 
work  becomes,  as  it  actually  should,  one  of  solid  and 
practical  information.  For  this  reason,  the  present 
analysis  of  Irish  Ecclesiastical  History  is  offered  to  the 
publjc  ;  and  among  the  various  important  truths  that 
could  be  deduced  therefrom,  two  principal  ones  shall  be 
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selected,  whicft  may,  indeed,  with  propriety  be  dcsignutcd 
moral  thcore^.  The  first  is,  tliat  public  gratuitous 
education,  aided  by  a  priesthood  disengaged  fr;m  the 
wealth,  pleasures,  and  dignities  uf  this  world,  is  one  of 
the  chief  ordinary  means  employed  by  Providence  in  the 
amvcrsion  of  it  nation  ;  and  the  second  is  no  less  inte- 
resting and  equally  true,  videlicet,  that  the  superintending 
power  of  the  Almighty  has  been  visibly  displayed  in  the 
protection  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  from  the  moment  of 
its  foundation  d"wn  to  the  present  hour.  The  first  of 
these  truths  shall  be  illustrated  by  the  events  connected 
with  the  primitive  ages  of  our  National  Church  ;  while 
the  whole  scries  of  the  History  shall  contribute  success- 
fully tu  establish  the  second.     « 

It  may  be  proiKjr  to  observe,  that  in  endeavouring  to 
comprpss  such  a  variety  of  matter  within  so  small  a  com- 
pass; the  author  could  n.  it  possibly  be  as  descriptive  on 
each  subject  as  he  might  have  otherwise  wished ;  his 
attention  wos  principally  directed  to  a  statement  uf  facts, 
for  the  accuracy  of  which,  reference  shall  be  made  to  the 
most  approved  and  unquestionable  authorities. — Guided 
by  genuine  documents,  and  divested  of  all  prejudice,  he  has 
1°  been  enabled  to  complete  a  faithful  record  of  the  ecclesi- 
astical events  of  his  native  country  ;  and  should  it,  in 
any  degree,  tend  to  advance  the  interest^  of  religion,  his 
object  is  attained. 
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As  the  first  impression  of  Brenan'b  Ecclesiastical  IIis- 
TOiiT  OK  Ireland  has  been  many  years  wit  of  print,  some  ^ 
members  of  the  Irish  Hierarchy  suggested  to  the  Pub- 
lisher the  propriety  of  issuing  a  second  edition  of  the 
same  iuvahmblc  work  enlarged  and  improved. 

It  is  almost  superfluous  to  remark,  that  this  History 
has  been  esteemed  by  nmny  of  our*  most  learned  ecclesi- 
astics and  laymen — tiio  late  John  O'Donovan  among 
others— ^as  the  best  and  most  comprehensive  book  of  its 
sort  that  lias  yet  como  from  the  Irish  press.'  Written  in 
a  style  calculated  to  make  it  popular  with  the  learned  as 
*  well  as  unlearned,  no  one  can  peruse  its  pages  without 
acquiring  a  large  and  satisfactory  amount  of  information, 
on 'all  subjects  relating  to  the  Church  of  Ireland,  from 
the  earliest  introduction  of  Christianity,  down  to  times 
not  very  distant  from  our  own. 

Were  it  necessary  to  do  so,  we  might  dwell  at  con- 
considerable  length  on  the  distinctive  features  of  Father 
Brenan's  learned  work ;  but  as  tlicsc  have  long  since 
been  recognised  and  duly  appreciated,  we  have  only  to 
repeat,  that  no  other  volume  of  a  similar  nature  presents 
such  strong  recommendations  to  the  support  and  patron- 
age of  studious  readers.     Nevertheless,  in  justice  to  the 
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author's  memory  wo  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that  in  the 
fulluwing  pages  he  has  given  unquestionable  evidence  of 
intimate  ilimlliurity  with  rarext  manuscript  sources,  from 
which  lie  derived  so  many  facts  of  highest  importance, 
and  also  with  the  published  writings  of  Fleming^Wadding, 
Colgnn,  Ware,  Usher,  and  other  eminent  litmti,  whose 
works  arc  seldom  found  outside  great  pultlic  libraries. 
•  The  history  of  the  foundation  of  the  religious  houses  by 
native  eliicfs  and  Anglo-Norman  settlers,  is  accurately 
chronicled  in  Brcimii's  (Ages,  and  it  is  almost V»n€cessary 
to  sny  that  he  has  taken  special  care  to'  tell  us  all  'that 
»  could  be  collected  regarding  their  sui>prcssion  and  confis- 
cation. We  may  also  add  that  he.lms  spared  no  jrains 
to  moke  us  acquainted  with  the  biography  and  works  of 
those  great  Irish  writers,  who,  though  banned  from  the 
land  of  their  birth,  devoted  all  their  energies  to  maintain 
its  ancient  and  well-deserved  reputation  for  learning  an'd' 
fidtjity  to  the  Holy  See.  Viewed  in  all  its  aspects, 
no  work  is  better  calculated  to  afford  reliable  information 
on  ail  the  subjects  which  come  within  its  scoiie. 

The  section  of  this  volume  in  which  the  author  treats 
of  the  sanguinary  attempt  to  plant  the  Reformation  in 
Ireland,  throws  a  strong  light  on  that  disastrous  period  ; 
and  nothing  can  be  morC  faithful  than  the  manner  in 
which  he  deals  with  the  vicissitudes  of  the  Irish 
Catholics  during  the  seventeenth  century,  wUich,  we  iieed 
hanlly  observe,  teems  with  episode^  of  most  spirit-stirring 
nature.  The  portraits  which  he  gives  us  of  the  men  who 
figured  prominently  in  those  calamitous  periods  are  de- 
picted  with  a  master's  hand,  and,  indeed,  so  vividly,  that 
the  reader  cannot  fail  to  realise  a  comprehensive  notion 
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of  tho  cold-blooded  tyranny  of  the  Tudors,  and  a  just 
estimate  of  tlic  duplicity  and  ingratitude  with  which  the 
Stuarts  behaved  to  their  Irish  Catholic  subjects. 


Some  additional  notes,  few,  indeed,^ — for  Father  Brcnan 
lefllittle  room  for  such — have  been  inserted  wherever  the 
text  seemed  to  require  thuin ;  but  though  few,  it  is  hoped 
they  m^y  help  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  whole  work. 


.J. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Chami^Ur  of  thp  anciflnl  Iriah  prcrioualy  to  the  intrrMliiction  of  thfi  Ooh|m^I — 
Th»  ChriHtimi  fuitli   nimt  pnilialily   knnwii  amiillHst  them  before  the 

frtiachiiit;  ot  I'AllAtliiM-'Amval  of  that  Miwumiary — His  (loimrtiin!  from 
ivlanit  -St  I'atrick— Tlie  pLwe  ami  ^HiriiN)  of  hil  Birth— Hr»ut;ht  as  a 
cnptivit  into  In^lj^nd  —lU-luatHnl  from  inn  oajitivity— itetireeto  tho  Monat- 
t^'ry  of  St.  Martin  of  Tours,  aiul  aft4TwanU  to  Liorins—  lleiMUrH  to  Home — 
Is  olevateil  to  the  Kpiitoo^iac-y— Ituuoivca  hiH  Eccleniastical  Jurii«tUctioit 
fnim  Vtnte  <;elofttilio — AmvuH  in  Ireland — His  A)toatoKc  I.a)>oiini  in 
I'liiter-^ln  Connau^ht  -In  l^nnster— In  Miinster — EstatilishoH  liiN  See  at 
Armagh -Synodii  of  8t  ratriek—Hia  writings— His  death  and  funeral 
oliMi(uiuA —  riie  wonderful  mertjy  of  the  Almighty  di^iilayeti  in  the  eon- 
vcnttuu  of  the  Irish  uatiuu. 

The  mnrnl  condition  of  Ireland  in  the  commencement  of  the 
fifth  ciMitiiry  WHS  in  many  respects  perfectly  Biinihtr  to  tliat  of 
the  uthur  natiuna  i>f  the  (leiitile  world.  The  ancient  Irish 
were  a  brave,  warlike,  intellifjent  and  a  high-miniled 'peopic ; 
heroism  and  unlioundvd  hoapitalitv  were  inse|>arulile  traitA  in 
their  cWracter ;  and  althon)i;li  in  the  universal  wreck  which 
liiimajKnature  and  the  human  mind  had  undergone,  they  be- 
ramo  fellow-snfferers  with  the  rest  of  mankmii,  yet  their 
idolatry  and  su|>erstition  were  less  gross  and  more  excusable, 
in  consequence  of  their  apparent  proximity  to  the  real  notions 
of  the  (jod-head,  and  to  ,tlie  laws  and  principles  of  rational 
worship.  It  is  certain  (hat  there  was  neither  a  liierarchy 
nor  n  Christian  bishop  in  Ireland  anteci'dest  to  the  period  of 
which  we  are  now  treating,  although  it  is  highly  probable 
that  the  natives  in  many  parts  of  the  island  were  by  no 
niiMins  tniaci|nainted  with  the  Cliristian  religion.  Tacitus, 
in  liis  life  of  Agricula,  bostons  very  high  encomiums  on  the 
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hnrboiira  nnil  commcrcbil  advantages  ef  Ireland,  and  in  tlio 
days  of  that  writer,  a  very  consi<Ieral>lo  trade  had  been,  kept 
up  bctH'Con  tliu  southern  parts  of  Ireland  and  the  principal 
nuritiine*  towns  ainnf;  the  western  coast  of  Gaul.  It  is, 
moreover,  an  historically  attested  fact,  that  ever  since  the 
landing  of  the  Milesians,  a  regular  commercial  intercourse 
subsisted  Ijvtwcou  Spain  and  Ireland;  and  from  these  cir- 
cumstances wo  uiay,.with  strong  probability,  conclude  that  a 
knowleilge  of  the  Cnristian  religion  had  been  communicated 
to  the  Irish,  at  least  in  those  southeni  districts  which  lay 
inime<liatoly  on|>osite  Spain  and  Gaul,  and  which  had  been  so 
repeatedly  visited  by  Christian  merchants  and  other  adven- 
turers from  the  continent.  For  a  long  period  previonsly  to 
the  reign  of  Nial  of  the  nine  hostages,  the  monarch  by  whom 
St.  Patrick  had  been  made  a  captive,  the  Irish  princes  were  in 
the  habit  of  making  occasional  predatory  incursions  not  only 
on  the  coasts  of  Itritain,  but  also  on  the  western  shores  of  the 
continent,  and  of  carrying  away  with  them  vast  numbers  of 
the  inhabitants,  whom  they  afterwards  citlier  sold  or  retained 
as  menials  in  their  own  domestic  employment.  These  captives 
were  generally  Christians ;  and  considering  the  ardt'nt  zeal  for 
which  the  faithful  in  those  primitive  times  were  distinguished, 
it  is  very  natural  to  suppose,  that  many  of  them  were  the 
■  happy  instruments  in  the  hands  of  Providence  for  spreading 
the  light  of  tfio  Gospel  over  the  benighted  minds,  not  only 
of  their  associates,  but  even  of  their  very  masters.  I'liat 
Christianity,  therefore,  existed,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  in 
Ireland  a|fterior  to  the  fifth  century,  rests  upon  a  presumption 
amounting  almost  to  »  certainty;  tnat  there  were  some  priests 
dispersed  amongst  them  who,  upon  the  invitation  of  the 
natives,  had  nobly  reliuquished  their  own  coiiiitry  for  tho 
advancement  of  tho  Gospel,  mi^ht  likewise  be  admitted ;  but 
as  to  a  hierarchy,  or  the  establishment  of  a  bishop  in  Ireland 
before  tho  year  431,  tho  pages  of  authentic  history  are  silent, 
and  in  such'  a  research  we  have  no  other  light  to  guiile  us  but 
mere  hypothesis'  and  unsubstantial  conjecture.  Some  writers 
have  attempted  to  maintain  that  Ailbe  of  Emly,  Declan  of 
"Ardmorc,  Iliar  of  Uegcrin,  and  Kieran  of  Saigur,  were  bisho]>8 
in  Ireland,  and  had  regular  sees  prior  to  the  arrival  of  St. 
Patrick;  but  when  we  come  to  tiio  period  in  which  these 
eminent  men  flourished,  which  was  at  the  close  of  the  fifth 
and  during  the  progress'  of  tlie  sixth  century,  the  misstate- 
ments of  tlicsc  biographers  will  bo  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
dovelo|H!d. 
Palladius  a  tho  first  Christian  bishop  whom  tho  genuine 
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flimali  of  tlic  Irish  Church  have  upon  record.  Ilo  landed  in 
tho  yonr  431.*  At  that  time  the  l*elngiuii  heresy  wu8  making 
drea<lful  ravages  all  over  tho  jp^jater  jiart  of  the  western 
world,  and  tho  liercsiarch  himself  bein^  a  nativo  of  Britain, 
the  infection,  it  ap])ear8,  spread  from  tho  Continent,  and  was 
gradually  frainin^  around  among  the  faithful  in  that  country. 
Having  in  this  place  alluded  to  tho  land  which  gave  birth 
to  the  heresiarch  I*elagius,  we  Rhall  now  take  th^  liberty  of 
proceeding  a  little  farther,  and  of  instituting  a  brief  inquiry 
Hito  tho  opinions  of  some  wlio  seem  anxious  to  mako  tho 
Irish  nation  a  present  of  this  learttcd  but  unfortunate  dog- 
niatizer.t  According  to  these  writers,  Pelagius  was  not  a 
liriton — ho  was  a  nativo  of  Ireland.  The, only  ancient  autho- 
rity,—infact,  the  only  real  authority  on  which  this  opinion  is 
niado  to  rest,  apiMiars  to  be  a  quotation  or  two  taken  from  tho 
prologue  which  St.  Jerome  has  prefixed  to  his  Commentaries 
on  the  IVo|)lu't  Jercmiah.t  The  testimony  of  such  an  an- 
cient aitd  exalted  witness,  would,  it  is  true,  ho  an  invaluablo 
acquisition  to  tho  cause  which  these  writers  Jiavo  undertaken 

•  Atinnln  nFInniafnllcn,  ivi  a.  431  ;  rrof]>or,  Ohmn.  a.  4.11. 

t  AniDHK  tlnfw  writcm  wc  an>  n-liictitiitly  comitellwl  to  luitice  our  Icarnod 
rniintryimut,  Thontu  MiHiro. '  TIih  f(*)-vuiit  lovo  which  thnt  tlistin^tiiNhrHt 
IriHhinaii  ii*  known  Ut  havi*  chcriKhcil  for  the  nnciunt  cluiravtcr  of  h'm  iintivo 
oniintry,  hmltNit  woulil  A|i|H>ar,  Ihcii  th«  |tnxloniinaiit  caiuw  which  lod  him  iiit^i 
tliin  liUmry  trAUNKt^wKion.  He  hiw  Im-cii.  niorooviT,  iniKtakeii  in  Hinting  thnt 
rula;{iiiB  woM  a  monk  of  Itangor,  pt^r  Carrickft'rjjuH,  althiKiKh  this  KtAt^niont 
in  noiiit'whnt  niottincfl  Iiy  th<*  tcrnm,  "  little  »Ioul»t.''  Tho  Mmiruitt-ry  of  }t»ngor, 
near  ('arnokfvr^iBi  Man  not  fouuilofl  until  tiie  year  r>>')9,  whilo  IVIouitiH  com- 
mencifl  his  heresy  a.i>.  4U5.  How  coiiM  a  mau  )ms  said  to  have  hvol  in  a 
|iUco  whtuh  dill  not  exist  ? — Sco  Mr.  Moore'a  History  of  Ireland,  vol'  i.  ni>  *i06, 
•JtW. 

X  We  rIkiII  give  tho  qnotationri  at  larf^  from  Ht.  Jcmnio  :  it  Kill  )k  found 
that  in  theno  oxtnicts  the  uam«(  of  reln^us  in  not  even  inentionM.  The  pro-  * 
lii^ne  to  tlio  tirvt  l>nnk  has  theoc  wortU  :  — "  Nec  int«Uif{it  niniia  Bicrtens  ve- 
con|ia  lo^ca  comnicntarionmi  in  fyiihuH  niidti'  divenuinun  {xinuntur  npinionoa 
T«l  tacitiit  vel  cxpresHi)!  niictonim  noininitxiu,  ui  Icutorin  arliitrinm  Rit  qnid 
potiiwiniiim  eliguro  ddtent,  tiecemere;  qiiainqnAni  et  in  )trimn  rjiwdein  o|M'ris 
libni  (ini-fntnii  xini.  in»  ni-e  |im|iria  vel  atinna  dietunim  i  et  i|K««Hi  coninienta- 
rioa  taui  vet4Tum  >Son)»toniin  csae,  i|Viaui  noKtrrta.  (^nod  non  y'uleuB  jirfreurnor 
eJM  (irtittuim  olim  nitiiis  est  carpere  ;  ciii  diiobiu  rc8]Kmdi  liltrin,  qiui-  isti^niiaHi 
Kiia  pnifert,  ot  alio  jam  ealiiiuniantc  piir^'ntA  xunt ;  ut  itrirtcrenni  coutm  Jovi. 
uiimiim  voliimina,  in  (jiiihux  tlolet  virKiniUtem  tm|itiiii,  digoiniam  |H>ly^iinujf  . 
ei4Hi  pni-latam.  Nec  reeonlatiir  atoHiliMiuiUM  ct  Sfotorvm  jmUibvi  pnrgrarntua 
noB  in  i|Mo  tlixiiwie  opcre,"  Ac. 

The  wsoimd  i|notJiti<)n  from  St.  Jerome,  taken  from  his  ]irologiic  to  the  third 
b(Mik  of  hiM  ( 'oainicnLiritifl  tin  the  same  pro]iliet,  T\n\»  thus  : — "  Hie  taceU  alilii 
criminatnr ;  mittit  in  iinivoraum  ortwm  cjtistolaM  l);t>linaH ;  prius  aurifcnui, 
nunc  maloilieaa. — Iivcquo  mntus  latrat  jter  Alpinnm  canem  grandeiu  ct  oor- 
pulentuni.  et  ipii  r^-uoibuii  niiyos  iMwdt  wevirc  qiinm  dentilrus.  //>i6rf  nim  prt}- 
yrmiem  Sctilica  gtmli$,  de  Itritaimoriim  vieinia,  ipii  jnxta  fal^nlas  nectanim  \vt- 
t-iiticndiiH  c>'t  clavn,  nt  eterno  cumsuomagiMtrul*lntuu<.'  tiilenfiucouticcacat." — 
■  H.  Hivrou.  1  3.  Cum.  ftc.  < 
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to  maintain,  provided  tlio  Ianf;ui>^e  which  tliat  father  hai 
thouglit  |iro|icr  to  ein|>l(>y,  had  been  cleiir  and  iinc<|iiivu(;al, 
nnd  that  tliiio  could  bu  no  doubt  tbut  I'vlu^iu^  wiu  the 
jivrKon  tu-'^hitui  lie  had  in  fcnlity  alluded;  tfus,  however  is 
not  tlio  caiio.  The  nuiiio  of  I'eluxius,  ot  of  un^  of  Ida  diseiples,  is 
never  mentioned  in  any  yart  of  this  (|Uotutiou  taken  from  St. 
Jerome;  and  indeed  a  fair  and  inii'urtial  reader,  will,  by  ex- 
HUiinin^  the  imssa^e,  dinccrn  at  once  the  mist — the  iui|ienetrahla 
obseiiriiy  by  which  it  is  cnconipuKsed,  Hence  it  is,  that 
(iurnier,  Vusslus,  anil  some  few  others,  were  of  opinion,  that 
St.  Jerome  alln<lcd  to  l'ehij?ius;  while  on  the  contrary, 
Usslier,  and  a  host  of  others,  insisis  that  Celestius  (wliu 
was  most  probably  an  Irishman)  had  been  the  individual 
against  whom  tliut  father  in  such  severe  but  just  terms  levels 
his  attack.  It  is  therefore  most  evident,  that  the  two  passu;res 
quotcil  from  the  work  of  St.  Jerome  are  anything  but  clear 
nnd  decisive,  an  I  that  consetiuently  his  testimony  on  this  sub- 
ject oidy  leaves  the  question  still  wrapt  up  in  conjecture  and 
uncertainty.  Against  this  uncertainly  and  conjecture,  let  us 
now  proceeil  to  give  a  clear,  explicit,  and  an  un(|Uestionublo 
authority.  Without  recurring  to  those  numerous  writers  who 
have  been  a|)]>oalcd  to  by  Ussher,  we  shall  content  ourselves  witli . 
•he  testimony  of  one  very  ancient  and  learned  father  e/'lho.  < 
,  Church ;  a  man  who  flourished  in  the  days  of  IVIagius.'and 
.-who  from  the  very  circumstance  of  the  i>h>ce  in  which  lie  lived, 
must  have  been  well  acijuainted  with  the  diHerenco  between  a 
Briton  and  a  Scot  nr  Iri.-'hman:  we  allude  to  St.  Prosper  of 
Aquitain.  That  ancient  writer,  in  his  ClironAle,  a  work 
written  for  the  express  purpose  oC  recording  memorable  events 
aii<l  notable  characters,  has  these  words: — *'  At  this  time  (413,) 
I'tlugius,  a  Urilon,  aided  by  Celestius  and  Julianus,  advanced 
the  doctrine  which  goes  unde^  the  sanction  of  his  name, 
against  the  grace  of  Christ,  and  drew  many  persons  into  his 
error,"  4c.*  Surely  tliero^  is  nothing  obscure  in  this  testimony 
of  onr  ancient  chronographer,  St  Prosper,  ond  as  has  been 
already  remarked,  no  writer  of  that  age  had  a  better  opportu- 
nity of  being  correctly  acguiuiited  with  the  subject  ou  which 

*  The  textimony  of  .St.  Proiij>cr  in  tiis  Chmnicou,  ad.  A.  413,  U  contaiuod  in 
theM  wants  :~"11ac  tcii||iu«tAto  ftUgtut^iirilo,  dogina  nuiaiiiiit  sui^  contra 
ftntioni  (Tliri"ti,  Co-Ientiu  ct  JidUno  JwtjaTatoribm,  exeruit,  miiltOfl<)Ue  in  suiim 
traxit  emiraiu ;  pnttlicatii  uuiiiuqiivniquu  ad  jiiatitiiuiL  votiiiituto  pmpria  regi, 
taatnmipiu  acci)H.'re  ifratiii'  <|iiantum  nivruit :  (|uia  Ada'  iwc-eatiiiii  i|'wiiiui  mdiua 
Iwiit.  wvi!  |Mittt4trtM  ej<u  idMtriiixurit  ;  tliido  et  VfilunLi'ma  jHm»i1ii]n  lit  nmiu 
carpre  pfH^Mto  ;  omiiL'M|ue  itan'idoa  tarn  ingonten  n&sci,  iinam  |»rimiu  honiu  ante 
|ir«vahcatii>ncni  fiiit ;  uec  idt-o  KiiitizandiMi,  ut  iM'ccato  vxuautur,  aod  ufciSacra- 
.mento  aduptiuuifl  hununuitur." — Cluuuitiuu.  ad.  a.  413. 
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lio  trcnf«.  To  this  may  'w  ndilod  n  second  oviilciicp,  proceeding 
from  the  pen  nf  tlin  wiino  vencralilo  author.  In  hia  noeni  en' 
titled  "  l)e  Ingmtis,"  writing  of  Pc-lagius,  lie  agmn  distinctly 
»lvloi  liini  "  llritannii^,"  u  native  of  Hritain.*  \Ve,  therefore, 
Willi  irood  reaton  maintain  timt  Pela^iiin  wan  not  an  Irisliinan, 
but  tliat,  on  the  contrary,  ho  was  a  native  of  liritain;  and  wo 
maintain,  moreover,  and  <;lory  in  the  fact,  that  Ireland  never 
yet  proiliiced  an  hercaiaroli — never  gave  birth  to  the  father  of 
a  heresy  or  a  schism. 

To  stem  the  iirogrcss  of  these  pernicious  doctrines  of  Pela- 
|»ius,  the  holy  uishops  St.  (lermaii  of  Anxerre,  Lupus  of 
Troyes,  and  others,  were  desi«itclied  by  Pope  Cclcstine  to 
Britain.  St.  (lorman  was  invested  with  legatine  powers,  and 
had  dircclmns  for  securing  the  ecclesiastical  concerns  of  that 
peojde  on  a  firm  and  permanent  basis.  During  the  courto  •{ 
their  mission,  the  state  of  the  Irish  C^istians,  it  may  bo 
reasonably  supposed,  came  under  the  observation  of  these 
zealous  functionaries;  thcv  l>ecaiiio.ac(|iiainted  with  the  spiri- 
tual destitution  under  whiclvthe  Christian  part  of  the  com- 
munity n'a.i  sufl'erini;;  they  saw  the  moral  darkness  in  which 
an  ancient  and  a  higli-spirilcd  ))doplo  were  enveloped,  and 
accordingly,  on  their  return  to  Rome,  they  failed  not  to  submit 
to  bis  hiilini'ss  an  exact  statement  of  what  tlioy  had  learned 
resp*ctinc  Ireland.  This  it  was  which  most  i)robably  induced 
P<il>e  (^olestinc  to  apgioint  a  bishoj)  who  should  presiile  over 
the  Irish  people,  and  take  upon  liiin  the  suiwrinteiidcnce  of 
their  ecclesiastical  aflliirs. 

Palladius,  an  ardideacon  of  the  Roman  Church,  and  by 
birth  a  Itriton,  was  the  person  selected  for  that  important  mis- 
sion; and  having  been  'consecrated  bishop,  he  set  out  for 
Iwland,  accompanied  by  four  priests,  Svlvester,  Solonius, 
Augustin,  aiul  Ik'iiedict.  Ho'landed  early  in  the  year  431  in 
the  dislrict  of  Foliartlui,t  comprising  the  present  barony  of 


*  "  Dof^a  quod  antiqui  satiatum  fele  dmconia  '   ^ 

r«tifero  vomuit  oolalwr  lermune  /frtrowuM." 

—  Pf3em.  do  Ingratu. 

Tn  ihe*e,  it  nooauiary,  qy^ht  lie  Biiporaddc<1,  the  authority  of  Dumlierlem 
aiii'ii'nt  .itul  motlt'rn  ccoloNiiuiticnl  wriU'i-s,  all  uf  whom  niajiitaiu  tliat  Fulagiiu 
hwl  Wt'ii  a  native  of  Itiitfliu. 

t  AtoordiliK  to  Marian  (iorman  tlio  territory  catleil  the  Pohartha  waa  likc- 
WIM}  known  l>y  tlio  naiiiu  of  Ify.t!an;lion  ;  it  comprehi-mled  Hovcn.diMtncts,  ami 
ctimpriNud  a  i>oiiai(ioniliIe  part  of  Ixtiniiter. — H^-e  also  Colgan,  A.\.  SS.  p.  14.3. 
The  aito  i>n  which  tiic  town  of  Wexford  hae  hcen  huilt,  waa  To  the  aouthem 
part  of  tAe  Kohartha  -  Ari'hilall. 
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Forth,  and  not  far  from  the  sito  on  which  the  town  of  Wexford 
now  BtuMiU.  Tliu  adjncciit  torritiiry  went  nt  that  period  under  ,. 
the  (Iviiiiniination  of  fIy-Qiirc)ion,  of  >yhich  Nuthi,  the  son  of 
Uarchon,  a  powerful  and  a  wicked  i^an,  was  the  ruling 
prince.  Tlio  short  duration  of  tliii  mission  of  Palludius, 
which  continued  but  one  year,  leaves  very  littlo  room  for  tho 
nuticM  of  any  interesting  events.  lie  certainly  made  a  con- 
siderable number  of  converts  in  tho  territory  of  lly-(>arclion, 
which  stretched  along  the  coast  from  tho  barony  of  Forth  to 
tilt)  north  of  the  county  of  Wexford,  com|)rehonding  likewise 
a  great  |iortion  of  the  now  county  of  Wicklow.  It  is  also  cer- 
tiiin,  that  he  erected  three  churches,  which  wero  daily  attended 
by  tho  now  converts,  and  in  which  the  holy  mysteries  wero 
celebrated ;  one  wus  culled  l)omnach-Arda,  another  Toach- 
na-Uuuian,  or  the  House  of  the  Itomans,  and  tlio'^hird  Coll- 
^fino,  in  which  ho  dugiosited  the  sncrcd  books  aii^  some  relics 
of  S8.  Peter  and  Paul,  and  of  other  saints,  together  with  his 
writing  tablets;  all  of  which  were  .preserved  in  this  church, 
and  held  iii  great  veneration  for  years  after  tho  departure  of 
I'allailiiis.*  At  length  the  |>agan  priests  of  this  district, 
alarmed  at  the  succeM  of  the  missionaries,  and  encouraged  by 
their  friends  and  followers,  comracncod  a  dreadful  persecution 
against  the  Christians,  and  represented  to  Nathi  that  his  ter- 
ritories were  in  imminent  danger,  unless  Palludius  and  his 
companions  were  instantly  expelled  the  country.  Nutlii, 
whose  8ii|>erstition  still  surpussad  liis  cruelty,  obliged  Pulladius 
to  (luit  Ireland;  Sylvester  and  Solonius,  howeVer,  remained 
in  the  country,  and  to  their  care  he  committed  the  small 
congregations  he  had  formed.  Palladius  sailed  from  Ireland 
towards  tho  end  of  tho  year  431 .  Having  been  tcssed  about 
by  storms,  he  arrived,  at  length,  in  Britain,  and  died  not  long 
after  at  a  place  culled  Fordun,  in  the  district  of  Mcarns,  in 
Scotlaiid.t  Thus  terminated  tlio  mission  of  Palludius.  His 
labours  in  arresting  the  progress  of  Pelagianism  both  on  the 
Continent  and  nuiong  his  own  countrymen  in  Britain,  were 
truly  great,  and  merit  the  encomiums  of  ancient  writera;  but 
in  the  sublime  work  of  Ireland's  conversion,  he  apiiears  to  liavo 
laboured  under  many  and  considerable  disadvantages.  The 
conversion  of  a  nation — tho  erection  of  tho  cross  of  CTirist  upon 
tho  altar  of  the  Druid — the  establishment  of  a  hierarchy  in 

•  Theao  cUiircltc^i  were  all  in  tlie  tc!Tit<»ry  now  calloil  the  cnlintv  of  Wicklow. 
^  Teach-imKiitiioii  tTc-tchromhivin)  Irt  placed  near  thu  harbour  of  Wicklow  ;  and 
from  Ihtiiiiuch  iinta,  tlio  villai^e  of  Donanl,  in  tho  iutt^rior  uf  the  coanty,  is  uid 
to  Imvo  tWivLsl  its  iiiime.-'AitsbdaU,  Moiiaat.  Hib. 

t  Ficcb'M  .Scholiast. 
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»  •  ' 

Ireland,  tlint  was  to  mitlivo  the  long  and  illuitriona  line  uf  her 

,  nmniirclii,  rciillni^  on  like  tlio  sun  in  the  heavens,  amidst  tha 

diirkncsn  nnd  tom|>est8  of  the  moral  element,  and  acquiring  > 

now  hrilliuncy  in  its  progress,  dospite  of  the  power  of  man 

'anil  the  wreck  of  aces — this  great  supernatural   work   was 

rcscrveil  for  nnother  instrument,  and  under  the  protection  of 

the  Ood  of  heaven,  it  was  splendidly  accomplished  by  the 

unwearied  lahouiit,  prenthiiif;,  and  miracles  of  the  blessed  and 

ever-revered  l'utrick,the  glorious  patron  and  illustrious  Apostle 

of  Ireland.  . 

The  missionary  career  of  this  great  Saint,  being,  av  it  were, 
the  basis  on  which  the  whole  weight  of  our  eccleauutical 
supemtructhro  rests,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  enter  into  an 
cxniicit  and  circumstantial  detail  of  his  life;  noticing  in  parti- 
cular those  leading  and  nroniinoiit  transactions  by  whicli  the 
reign  of  the  (iospvl  had  tieen  established  and  his  labours  ulti- 
iiintelv  crowned  with  success. 

There  exists  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  among  our  ancient 
as  well  as  modern  liistoriaiis  relative  to  the  place  of  his 
birth.  Some  assert  that  ho  had  been  born  in  Pembrokeshire, 
in  Wales.  Others  maintain  that  ^lo  was  a  Scotchman,  while 
numerous  writers  of  great  reputed  authority  hold,  that  he 
received  his  birth  in  Annoric  Gaul,  and  in  that  part  of  it  which 
is  now  called  Uoulogne-sur-Mer.*  The  first  assertion,  that  ho 
was  a  Welshniaii,  is  chimerical  and  absurd;  the  second,  that  ho 
wiisifrom  Scotland,  is  a  futile  hypothesis,  unsup|)orled  by  any 
genuine  historical  record,  or  even  by  what  may  be  termed  tho 
Fragments  of  sound,  rational  tradition ;  and  the  third  and  best 
opinion  is,  that  he  was  born  in  Armoric  Qaul,  and  near  tliat 
piirt  of  it  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  Boulogne-sur-Mer. 
This  last  opinion  stands  supported  by  the  "  Confessions,"  a 
work  written  by  St.  Patrick  himself,  and  is  further  contirnied 
by  the  testimony  of  Fiech,  and  other  contemporary  authorities. 
"  My  fother,'  says  the  Samt,  "  was  Calpornius,  a  deacon, 
son  of  Potitus,  a  priest,  of  the  town  Donatem  Tabernue  >°«ho 
had  near  the  town  a  small  villa  Enon,  where  I  became  a  cap- 
tive."t  Now  that  Bonavem  Tabernite,  or  Tarabanno!,  which 
denote  tho  same  place,  (Seu  IJoti-aremi  in  regione  Tarbanemi,) 
is  the  BouKigne-sur-Mcr,  now  a  sca-iiort  town  in  Picardy, 
no  man  versed  in  ancient  geography  will  deny.  Taberna 
or  Turabanim  itself  was  an  ancieut  city  within  a  few  miles 

•  O'Niillivan,  I'atricinna  Docm.  |,.  4  t  ContoM.  aiil).  init 

X  Boo«Uo(l,fmm  itfl  Wind  Hitiut«<lat  the  mouth  of  a  liver;  Btui.  mouth, 
Aueu,  a  river,  iu  thv  CVltie  Uiiguii^< — Diet  Celt, 
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of  tlio  iirospiit  Ituiili>j;no,  the  rnina  of  which  are  •till  remain- 
inj^  umlur  the  modern  name  of  Terouanno.  Gregory  of 
Toiim  eiilU  the  inhabitant*  TarabannenHbt).  In  fact,-linulogne 
nntl  TulHirnia  were  formerly  one  episcopal  see;*  and  what 
flinf^  the  question  Iwyond  the  bounds  of  controvorRy  is,  that 
there  in  no  place  either  in  Wales  or  Scotland  corresponding 
with  tlio  quotation  which  has  been  already  giv^n  from  the  < 
"  Confession"  of  St.  Patrick. f  There  is,  liowever,  one  por- 
tion of  the  original  document  of  St.  Patrick  which  deserves 
jiartionlur  notice: — "  My  father,"  ho  says,  "  was  Cal))orniDS, 
a  deacon,  son  of  Potitus,  a  priest."  Now  from  his  father 
being  a  dencon,  and  the  son  of  a  priest,  it  is  rerv  natural  to 
supp<MO,  that  Christianity  was  generally  difl'nsed,  and  well 
umlersbHid  in  the  country  where  his  p^ironts  lived  Uut  thi 
undoubtedly  could  not.be  said  of  Scotland,  which  in  the  fifth 
century  lay  still  immersed  in  all  the  darkness  of  long-pro- 
scribcil  |Hi\ytheism.  The  more  consistent  opinion,  therefore, 
if,  that  St.  I'atrick  was  a  native  of  Armoric  Uaul,  and  was 
bom  near  the  place  where  Uoulogne-snr-Merat  present  stands. 
The  year  of  his  nativity  (though  also  a  disputed  question 
among  our  antiquarians,)  must  be  set  down  at  387.^  About 
that  jK-riiMl,  Nial  of  the  nine  hostages,  who  was  an  cnterprizing 
anil  predatory  monarch,  had  made  several  incursions  into 
(iaul,  sonictimes  to  gratify  his  ambition,  and  very  often  in 
compliance  with  the  |irevailiiig  custom  of  the  times.  On  one 
of  these  occasions  he  brought  into  captivity  a  great  number' 
of  the  iidiabitants,  among  whom  was  Patrick,  and  who  was 
.then  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age.  On  his  arrival  in 
Ireland,  Patrick  was  sold  as  a  slave  to  Milcho,  an  opulent 
man,  rcai<liiig  in  that  part  of  Dalnrudia  which  is  rtow  com- 
prise<l  witliirf'thc  county  of  Antrim.§  It  seems  that  Patrick 
when  a  boy  had  begn  very  negligent  in  the  great  duties 
of  religion;  but  the  austerities  wh^h  ho  was  obliged 
to  undergo  in  his  servitude,  soon  brought  him  to  a  know- 
ledge of  liiuiself,  and  Jo  an  ardent  desire  of  serving  and 
pleasing  his  <iod.  Wo  find  him,  therefore,  while  tending 
the  flocks  of  his  master,  consecrating  his  hours  of  solitude  to 
prayer,  and  estranging  himself  from  the  intercourse  of  man,  in 
order  that  he  might  commune  more  intimately  with  hj^  Qod. 

•  .Toiiodin  Vit.  Kiuttasii  ^ 

t  Lniii>;an,  in  hiH  h^elcaiaittical  HutAiy,  entcn  intos  very  critical  nn*!  learned 
tliwM'rUtum  on  thi«  jtoint,  in  wbich  lh«  atteatiun  and  »tmly  of  the  ctiri^ts 
would  he  alnjtly  ^atiticKt.     f 

t  Tiltemont,  .Mem.  H,  Pair,  t  10  ;  ac«  Lauigan,  o.  4. 

g  t'oufcHS.  p.  ti. 
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It  it  itiilwl  timt  ho  won  wont  to  rc[M>at  a  hiinilred  prayers  Iiy 
<lny,  unil  the  iHiiie  niimlior  witli  additional  devotions  during 
tht>  silonco  of  the  nif;lit.  It  grieved  him  to  tee  his  master 
(who,  it  npiicnrs,  had  Intcn  a  ricid  man),  and  the  whole 
p<i|iulation  of  the  roiintry  Ixiriod  in  the  gloom  of  |).iganisni,' 
i;!nnriint  of  the  Uod  that  miidu  them,  ignorant  of  the  great 
works  tliiit  surroiin<U><l  them,  and  ignorant  of  thomselves. 
After  having  continuol  six  years  in  captivity,*  ho  tolls  us 
that  one  night  he  heani,  while  asleep,  a  voice  annourfcing  to 
him  "  I'atriok,  thou  fastest  well,  and  soon  sjialt  thou  go  to 
thine  own  country :  IkIioIiI  a  ship  is  ready  for  theo."  Patrick 
nhoViiig  the  summons  left  Milclio's  resiclencc,  although  it  is 
likely  lie  never  nt  the  time  cpnsi<lered  the  grand  design  which 
I'rovidcnce  had  in  view,  an(l  for  which  lio  was  ultimately 
destined.  "And  I  came,"',  says  tlic  Saint,  "  in  the  power  of 
the  Lord,  who  directed  my  course  towards  a  gomi  end,  and  I 
was  under  no  apprehension  until  I  arrived  where  tho  ship 
WHS.  It  was  then  clearing  out,  and  I  called  for  a  passage. 
Uut  tho  muHter  of  the  vessel  got  angry  and  said  to  me — Do 
nut  attempt  to  come  with  A.  On  hearing  this  I  retire<l,  for 
the  purgMMu  of  going  to  the  cabin  where  I  hud  been  received 
as  a  guest,  and  on  my  way  lliitlior  I  began  to  pray,  but 
before  I  had  nnishcd  my  prayer,  I  heard  one  of  the  men 
crying  out  with  a  loiid  voice  after  ino — Come  quickly,  for  they 
are  ciilling  you ;  and  immediately  I  returned :  and  they  sai<l 
to  me — Cuinc,  we  receive  tliec  on  faitj);  bo  our  frien<l  just  ai 
it  may  bo  agreeable  to  you.  We  then  set  sail,  and  after  three 
days  reached  land.-f  The  two  Tireviaries  of  lUieims,  together 
with  Ficch's  hymn  and  the  Scholiast  tell  ns,  that  the  men 
wi,tli  wlium  our  Saint  embarked  were  merchants  from  Gaul,  and 
that  they  luiideil  in  a  place  called  Trcguier  in  Ilrittany,  some 
distiuice  from  the  town  in  which  he  had  been  Iwrn. 

The  year  in  which  he  reached  his  native  place  may  lie 
stated  ut  410.  It  was  at  this  time  that  St.  Patrick,  now  in 
Ilia  twenty-second  year,  had  formed  the  rcsoli^ion  of  embrac- 
ing the  ecclesiastical  state.  For  tliis  purpose  ho  retired  to 
the  celebr.ited  monastery  or  college  of  his  relative  St.  Martin 
of  Tours,  which  for  discipline  and  literature  obtained  at  the 
time  a  high  rank  in  the  Chriatinn  world.  In  this  retreat  of 
I)ietv  and  learning  ho  continued  four  years,  advancing  in 
the  Knowledge  not  only  of  speculative  truths,  but  moreover 
in  the  dully  and  constant  practice  of  those  important  and 
suliliino  virtues  rccouimciid«il  by  tho  Gospel.     Ilaving  then 

*  Piobui,  1.  i  c.  3.  t  CoDfMs.  p.  7. 
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ritiii^l  for  «  acluion  to  vinil  liU  naronbi,  ProviJolicO'io  dii- 
IhwimI  tliat  lu>  waa  inn4lu  n  cniitivo  a  (ccoiul  time.*  Tliii 
icrniiH  cuptivity  of  St.  I'ntricjc  was  of  sliurt  continuance ; 
and  iiiiminllateiy  after  lilx  liberation,  lio  wni  favoured  witli 
anotlior  vitiun,  in  wkioh  the  (;ranil  event  for  which  lie  l\|id 
boon  destined  wna  fully  unfolilcd  to  him.  His  own  words 
are:  "I  siiw  in  a  nocturnal  vision,  a  man  coniinf;  as  if 
from  Ireland,  whose  nuine  wns  Viclorieiiu,  witli  innumer- 
able letters,  one  of  which  he  handed  to  mo;  on  reading  the 
liofrinninfr  of  it,  I  found  it  contained  these  wonU — '  'J'ht 
luiiee  of  the  IrUli.'  And  while  readinf;,  I  tliought  I  heard  at 
the 'same  moment  the  voice  of  |)crsons  from  near  the  wood 
foeliil,^  which  is  near  the  western  sea.  And  they  cried  out, 
as  if  with  one  voice:  *  We  tiilretti  tliee,  hohj  yoiiili,  to  come  and 
waUc  itilt  uiHOHmt  «».'  And  I  was  jrreatly  affected  in  my 
heart,  and  cnuld  read  no  lonjjer:  then  I  awoke."J  Soon 
after  this,  and  at  the  aj^e  of  thirty,  ho  mit  liiniself  under  the 
direction  of  .St.  (iernian  of  Auxorro.  There  had  been  at  tliat 
time  Hoveral  relifrious  and  learned  establishments  in  the  island 
of  I,erinB.(i  To  this  island,  the  reputation  of  which  stands 
high  in  antiquity,  Patrick  was  directed  by  his  friend  St. 
Uennan,  and  continuing  in  it  for  a  |>criod  of  nine  rears,)  he 
derived  that  knowlege  of  sacred  litontturo  and  of  spiritual 
discipline,  which  afterwards  enabled  )n'm  to  proceed  as  an 
a|)ostlo  and  to  triumph  over  the  darkness  in  which  a  great  and 
a  nia)!nanimou.i  people  bad  been  for  ages  involved.  When  St. 
Patrick  retireil  from  Lerins,  ho  might  have  been  in  the  thirty- 
in'nth  year  of  his  age.  He  remained  for  a  short  time  with  Ids 
director,  St.  German,  after  which  ho  returned  to  Boulogne,  for 
))io  pur|>oso  of  visiting  his  parents  and  friends.  It  was  at 
this  time  that  St.  German  and  St.  Lupus  of  Troyes  were 
deputed  by  l'o|>c  Celestine  to  visit  Britain,  and  endeavour  to 
stem  the  progress  of  tlie  Pelagian  heresy  in  that  country. 
They  travelled  through  Boulogne,  and  as  the  Scholiast  tell  us, 
invited  St.  Patrjek  to  accomiiany  tlu-m.  it  was  likewise  at  the 
termination  of  this  mission  tliat  Pulladius  was  coi^>cratcd.  It 
must  bo  observed,  that  St.  Patrick  liad,  at  this  period,  been 
directed  to  proceed  to  Rome,  in  companjr  with  Segetius,  a 
priest,  having  been  furnished  at  the  same  time  with  letters  of 

•  rn>l>UH,  I.  i.  c    14 
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r»aoiuniontl«Uuii  fiuiu  St.  Qorman.  lie  mot  with  a  moat 
fiivoiirablu  rucvptioii  from  Colpstlne,  who  then  Mt  in  tho  choir 
of  St.  I'etcrk  and  was  rtiadily  chmicn  to  accompany  and  asaiit 
Pallndius  on  his  inlundcd  mission  to  Ireland.*  Inis  mission, 
as  has  bet>n  alreaily  noticixl,  was  but  of  short  continuance, 
lliion  tlio  dentil  of  I'alludius,  I'ntrick  rocciveil  the  regular 
nnssicinury  jmwem  from  tho  solo  divinuly-cstnblished  source  of 
spiritual  jurisdiction  on  earth,  the  hoad  of  the  Churcht  at 
tliat  tiinu  also  Pope  Ovirstine.  llo  left  Home  early  in  the 
year  4<')2,  and  was  consecrated  by  tho  Veneral^  Amutor,{  a 
prvlalo  of  great  sanctity,  then  residing  in  the  neighUiurhood 
of  Klioria.}  The  statement  of  Jocelin  and  other  writers, 
res|)vcting  the  number  of  his  c(>m|ianion9,  rests  on  no  good 
authority;  it  is,  however,  certain  that  Auxiliiu  and  /««rHiNiM,| 
two  priests  of  great  zeul  and  piety,  were  selected  to  accom|>any 
liini,  and  had  some  years  after  been  promoted  to  tho  episco|iacy 
by  our  Saint  himself. 

In  the  year  4. '12,  St.  Patrick  landed  in  Ireland;  Cclcstino 
was  then  dead,  and  was  succeeded  by  Sixtus  tlie  Third.  It  is 
generally  supposed  that  the  lurbonr  in  which  tho  Saint  landed 
wus  situated  in   the  present  cdunty  of  Wicklow ;    by  soma 

•  writers  it  is  called  lubher-de,  that  is,  tho  mouth  of  tho  river 
De,  nt  present  the  river  Ix-'itrim.^  On  his  landing,  he  met 
with  immediate  op|K)aition  from  tho  inhabitants;  a  circum- 
stance which  can  l>e  well  accounted  for,  in  conse(]nence  of 
its  proximity  to  tho  territory  of  tho  Uy-Oarchon,  from  which 
PalWlius  had  been  already  so  lately  repulsed.  I^trick  having 
been  well  acquainted  with  tho  localities  of  the  country, 
did  not,  it  is  probable,  determine  on  Wicklow  as  his  favourite 
lunding-placc.  Accordingly,  on  the  resistance  of  tho  people, 
lie  set  out  fo  sea,  and  directing  his  course  towards  the  North, 
the  scene  of  his  fonncr  bondage,  arrived  with  his  com|M- 
nioiis  at  a  port  in  a  district  now  called  tho  barony  of  Locale, 
in  the  county  of  Down.     Having  advanced  some  distance  into 

'  the  country,  they  met  with  a  body  of  men  who  were  in  the 
service  of  Dicho,  the  lord  and  proprietor  of  that  territory. 

'*-  ,'■'■•.■ 

*  Errio,  <Io  Vita  a  Ocnn  i  Fimrth  Lifa. 

t  Tkot  8t  Patrick  derivad  his  minon  from  the  8m  ot  Rons,  vide 
A|i|teiidix  1,  p.  2, 

X  rntbuH,  L  i.  c.  2^  ;  Second,  thinl,  and  fourth  lives. 

S  A  t4twn  situate,!  in  the  nurth-west  uf  Qaul,  aud  most  probably  the  same 
as  Evreux  in  N'Mmiandv. 

II  They  are  said  tu  uave  received  holy  orders  on  tho  same  day  that  St. 
Patrick  was  coiiitecrateiL~See()nJ  Life,  a  26. 

1i  .See  I'ojgan's  tioinnieiitarv  en  tho  jmriu*  Bvoltnoruiii  of  Probufl, — Second 
Life,  c.  23  ;  Thii-d  Life,  o.  28  ;  Jocsliu,  cai>.  2tl; 
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'I'lieiic  men  nt  lirst  nuppnwil  tlicni  to  be  ruljlicn,  and  linvins 
•cqniiititH  their  tn»stpr,  l>icho  cnmo  ont  with  a  bortjr  of  hi»  ■ 
nriiioil  nnrvanlx  for  the  i)iir|i(>M- iif  extcrmiimtiii);  Ihem.  The 
Aliiii^'htr  hiiwevur  toiiclieil  hU  heart,  and  I'atriclE  was  invitoit 
intn  Ilia  liiiuKo,  Here  the  Saint  had  an  oppurtunity  uf  unfnid- 
iilj[(  the  great  Iriifhs  of  the  Onapel ;  Diclio  became  a  Christian, 
and  Wiis  liTiptiaed,*  ami  thus  was  he  the  first  convert  whom 
St.  I'litrli'k  had  made  to  the  reli;{ion  of  Cjirist  in  Indand. 
Soon  after  his  ronverKicin,  Uicliu  erected  a  cinireli  on  his 
estate,  known  by  the  ilenomlnation  of  Sahhall  I'adruic  or 
I'atrick'i  Uain,  and  all  bis  family  and  de|)endant8  became 
Christians.  'I'lie  road  was  now.  o|>en  for  ^he  Gospel,  and 
every  encouragement  afforded  to  our  holy  A|M)stlo.  Accordj 
ingly,  the.  Saint,  after  remaining  a  short  time  at  the  bouse 
of  Dicho,  set  out  by  land  to  visit  his  former  master  Milclio, 
in  the  county  of  Antrim.     This  man  was,  it  ap|>eai.4,  a  moat 


obstinate  iiag.in,  and  Patrick  foresceingth.it  bis  lubonrs  would, 
at  least  for  the  present,  be  incHoctual,  directed  bis  course 
through  the  nliiife  north-west  of  the  county  of    Down  and 


the  adjacent  districts,  gaining  multitudes  of  converts  in  his 
progress,  and  hiving  the  piliud  8Ui>orstition  of  the  druida 
prostrate  at  the  fwit  of  tho  cross.  Among  these  converts 
were  Kiiss,  the  son  of  Trichem,  and  a  youth  named  Mochoe, 
whom  he  afterwards  educated  for  the  ecclesiastical  state,  and 
who  in  'tllO  governed  as  bishop  a  church  at  Antrim. 

The  festival  of  ICaster  was  now  approaching,  and  St.  Patrick 
was  duterminod  to  hold  its  celebration  nearTarah,  where  the 
monivch  and  princes  of  the  kingdom  were  at  that  time 
asscmhled  in  convocation.!  St.  Peter  planted  tho  cross  of 
Christ  in  the  iiiipcriiil  city  of  Koine,  and  St.  Patrick,  another 
a|>ostlo,  resolved  to  ]>roclaiin  tho  mysteries  of  the  same  cross 
'  at  tho  seat  of  government,  and  before  the  united  assembly  of 
the  Irish  nation. 

The  present  county  of  Mcatb,  together  wfth  the  greater 

tiart  of  Westineath,  was,  in  the  fifth  century,  the  residence  of 
lings,  princes,  and  warriors.  In  tho  year  of  the  Christian 
era  79,  TiiathiU,  the  reigning  monarch  of  Ireland,  after 
successive  victories  over  the  Albanians,  and  over  domestic 
enemies,  summoned  a  general  convocation  of  his  princes  and 
nubility  at  Taruh.  In  this  national  assembly,  Tuathal  took  a 
tract  of  land  from  each  of  the  four  provinces,  and  in  each  por- 
tion a  magnificent  p:il!ico  w,is  erected.  These  four  tracts 
formed  tho  county  of  Meatli ;  now  divided   into  Mentli   and 

*  riubiis, '  L  1.  0.  28.  t  Triu  Thaunutur.  p.  20. 
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Weatmeatli.  In  tho  (lortion  taken  frum  Miinitor,  he  Imill  the 
royal  watuf  FhicUtgik.  lii  thu  tract  wivctuil  from  the  province 
of  Connuuf(ht,  n  ii>>cnn>l  |«iIhcu  won  ernctcd,  in  4hi('h  the 
ffvnei'iil  cunvcictition  of  thu  kinf(il<iin  wnii  held,  usually  rullud 
Uaiii-iiL'h.  The  third  niyul  Hi-iit  wiu  Tuiltun,  in  a  territory 
url);inully  bflongliiK  to  IJUtvr.  llut  the  iwluce  of  Tamil  itaelf 
was  reiHtrvetl  for  the  nioiiarfh,  unil  at  alated  tiineH  the  |>rovin-  , 
cial  kin^,  with  their  warriors,  anti(|u»riaiiii,  |>oela,  and  druiila, 
were  liouiid  to  umiurnhle  tl.U're,  and  iiiatitutu  suuh  laws  an  the 
moral  and  [xilitical  state  of  tliu  country  niifjlit  Hoem  to  require.* 
St.  Patrick  ami  liiii  coniiianions  |>ur»uiiig  their  journey 
from  Cul|i,  the  nioulh  of  the  Hoyne,  to  thu  pluiii  of 
lirc^i  in  which  the  city  of  Tarah  wan  nituatud,  went  to  thu 
lumae  of  a  man  named  Scchncn,  by  wlxnn  they  were 
h(M|iilahly  ontertainud.  The  result  of  this  visit  was  the 
Cunvvrsioi)  of  Strdinen  and  his  family,  anion);  whom  we  must 
iiotii»)  his  son  ItcnlKiiiist  who  accuin|)anied  the  Saint  lo 
Tarali,  and  became  afterwards  his  favourite  disciple  and  hia 
aucci'BMir  in  tho  See  of  Armagh.  On  Kaster  eve  the  Saint 
and  his  companions  arrived  within  view  of  tho  hill  of  IVrali. 
Here  he  pitched  his  tent  and  lit  the  imachal  fire,  a  cere- 
mony in  those  primitive  times  prevalent  amoiij;  Christians, 
and  oliserved  in  meinury  of  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  Leu- 
f;aire  wiu  then  monarch  of  Ireland;  he  was  the  aon  of  Mini 
of  till'  nine  hostages,  and  af;reeably  to  the  usage  of  hia  pro^ 
cU'ii»S"rs,  kijit  his  court  in  the  jmlace  of  Tarah.  It  hapjiened 
that  the  kin^'  and  his  princes  were  at  this  very  time  celehrat- 
iufr  an  annual  festival;J  and  in  cumplianco  with  the  rites  of 
the  driiiilieal  worship,  that  eve  was  observed  with  su|ierior 
religious  solemnity.  The  ancient  Irish,  as  we  have  observed, 
worsliip|>ed  the  sun ;  that  luminary  was  considered  by  theui 
as  their  principal  and  supreme  deity ;  hence  tire-worship  was 
the  leailin^  dounui  in  the  system  of  Irish  druidism.  Hy  a 
standing  law,  all  the  fires  of  the  country  were  on  that  eve  to 
be  e.xliii^iiislied,  and  no  ]:^-r8on  was  allowed,  under  pain  of 
death,  to  kindle  a  fire,  until  the  sacred  one  shonid  De  first 
lighted  by  tho  druids  on  the  hill  of  Tarah — a  ceremony 
ndiich  was  to  serve  as  a  signal  for  the  rest  of  Irelanil.§  St. 
I'atrick,  how.ever,  lit  his  paschal  Hre,  and  when  it  was  seen 
fi-oui  the  heights  of  Tarah,  Leogaire  with  his  princes  and 
chieftains  wavjistonished  and  alarmed.  He  inquired,  who  it 
might  be,  who  dared  to  stand  up  in  u|j[)osition  to  the  law  and 

•Kestinu,  ».  a        .     t  Tliinl  1  jfc,  c,  36.  J  Probus,  L  i.  c.  30. 
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to  till*  roli);i<in  of  tlio  country;  and  boiiiK  inrnrmcil  hy  the 
ilriiiiln  llmt  it  linit  bcun  doiio  l>y  tlit  iikw  Clirifitian  tviicliura, 
and  if  not  oxtiiiKuiahod  wauM  briiig  dcatructiuo  on  liiirualuu, 
tlui  nionarcli,  acconiponivd  l>y  h'm  ullii'iTK,  camu  <lown  from 
Tarali  Ami  ailvancou  to  tlio  placo  wliuro  tho  Siiint  and  lii( 
cnni|U>nii>na  wuro.  The  king  and  liia  followori  having 
rextoil  at  u  cvrtain  distance  from  tho  piiachal  tiro,  nicmenKors 
were  dc«|«tcln!d  to  convey  tho  Saint  into  tho  royal  pri'scnco, 
and  ordurs'wuro  given  tlmt  no  rcn|)vct  aliould  he  |uiid  him. 
However,  on  St.  Patrick  presenting  himself  before  them, 
Here,  the  aon  of  UiL'o,  nolwitlutanding  tho  command  of  the 
kinjir,  roiiu  up  and  aalutod  him,  and  receivinjg;  hia  benediction, 
biH'Hmn  a  convert.  SoAie  yearn  after  ho  woa  conaccrated 
bishop  of  HIano,  anil  was  noted  foV  zeni,  learning  and  aonc- 
tity.*  The  conference,  which  on  this  occasion  took  place 
between  St.  Patrick  and  I.<eogaire,  is  so  interwoven  with 
unatlestcil  ami  incredible  anecdote,  that  it  might  perha|u  bo 
as  well  passed  over,  in  order  to  come  to  tho  fnlliiwing  day, 
Eaalor  Sunday,  when  our  Saint  made  hia  first  and  aolemn 
entrance  into  the  luilaco  of  Tarah.  On  the  morning  com- 
memorative of  the  rcaurrcction  of  Christ,  we  find,  for  the 
nrst  time,  the  Gospel  aiid  the  mysteries  of  tho  Kedecmor  pub- 
licly proclaimed  on  the  hill  of  Tarah.  In  the  presence 
of  the  monarch,  and  his  princes,  chieftains  ami  druids,  tho 
cross  of  Christ  was  raised,  and  its  truths  demonstrated  and 
established.  "  You  worship- the  sun,"  aai<l  St.  Patrick,  "and 
you  adore  that  light;  it  is  fiowcver  but  a  mere  creature.  That 
Bun  which  we  see,  rises  duily  for  our  use  hv  the  command  of 
the  Almighty;  but  its  splendour  shall  not  always  endure:  tho 
day  will  come  when -its  light  will  l>c  extinguished,  and  all 
those  who  worship  it  shall  miserably  perish.  Uut  we  adore  the 
true  Sun,t  Christ  the  Lord  and  Ruler  of  all  things.'  On 
this  occasion,  Dubtach,  the  most  eminent  of  the  |)ocls,  arose 
and  greeting  St.  Patrick,  became  a  Christian.  His  cxaniplo 
was  followed  by  numbers,  and  among  them  may  i>o  ranked 
Fingor,  the  son  of  king  Clito,  who  afterwards  sullered  martyr- 
dom in  lirittany.^  The  bias  of  education — of  rooted  prejudice 
and  strengthened  habits  is  singularly  |ioworful ;  for  althougli 
St.  Patrick  announced  his  doctrine  with  such  convictioh 
and  force  that  neither  prince  nor  priest  was  ubio  to  resist  him, 
yet  I.«ogaire,  the  monarch,  was  not  converted.  That  he  became 
a  Christfiin,  has  licen  asserted  by  some  writers ;  but  there  appears 
no  sulKcient  authority  for  this  statement.    At  all  events,  the 

*  I'rol>iu,  I  i,  a  37.       t  Cimf.  c.  21.        t  Culgsil,  Auto  Sanotoram,  Feb.  2,1. 
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Siiint  recciveil  {icniiiuion  from  tho  kin);  to  praicli  the  Ooapcl, 
oil  conilitinn  tlmt  the  \tcace  uf  tho  klngduin  shoulil  not  b» 
ilisturlivil. 

On  tho  following  <lny,  St.  Patrick  rppeired  toTniltrn,  where 
tlio  |iiilili(!  );»iiK>ii  wori!  colvhrutvil,  nml  whicli  nutiiiiml  ainiiiw- 
nienta  were  ({'"'lerally  hoiiourml  by  tlie  prcBoiico  of  tho  wlmlo 
court  of  Tarah.  I  It-re,  llkowiiio,  ho  nmltlpiicil  tlio  numlH-r  of 
hia  convurta ;  Connll,  n  brother  of  tho  kill);,  lioani  bis  iloctrino, 
)K.'licve<l,  ami  was  I>a|>ti7.e<l.*  Kt.  I'utrick  after  liaving  continued 
iliiriii);  Kanter  week  in  tho  territory  of  Tarnh,  went  forth  on 
bia  iiiisnion  tlir<iu);li  otliur  iiarta  of  tho  county  of  Mcatli. 
Having'  orccteil  a  diurcli  nt  Uruinconratli,  in  tlio  now  barony 
of  Sialic,  and  also  at  Druiimliallon  near  Drogheda,  lie  directetl 
bis  coiirao  to  Uclvin,  and  thunco  to  the  celebrated  hill  of 
Usiieacli,  reducing,  as  we  are  iiilbrmcd,  tlic  whole  niaiui  of  tho 
|)en|ilo  in  subjection  to  the  cross  of  Christ.  Paniuinfr  his  routu 
tbrou^h  lyuiigfonl,  ho  proceeds  towards  the  North,  for  tlie 
purfioso  of  destroying;  the  idul  Crom-eriuuh,^  standing  in  a 
plain  near  Kcanngh,  in  the  county  of  Lcitrini.  Ily  his  prayers, 
the  idol  WHS  laid  prostrate,  and  on  the  s|Mit  a  colobratctl  church 
was  erected,  over  which  he  placed  Mauran,  siirnainod  liardan. 

The  next  scene  of  bis  mission  was  the  province  of  Connan);ht. 
It  wiiulil  bo  a  dilticult  and  an  endless  task  to  accompany  oiUNti* 
Apostio,  step  by  stop,  through  every  distinct  quarter  wliero 
liis  7.cnl  anil  the  advancement  of  the  (Jos|>el  bad  conveycii  him. 
The  history  of  the  churches  which  bo  erected,  and  tho  list  of 
holy  and  learned  men  whoiii  ho  coiivorte<l  in  Connaught  alone, 
would  supply  abundant  materials  for  tho  admirer  of  sacred 
and  biof^raphical  subjects. 

Having  crossed  the  Shannon  nqpr  Drnmsnare,  be  converted 
the  two  <laugliters  of  llie  monarch  Ix-ogairo,  Kthnea  and 
Fethlimia,  together  with  tlio  <lruida  Mael  and  Capiat,  under 
whoso  ttitelago  these  ladies  had  been  placed.  Tho  history  of 
their  conversion  having  opened  a  way  to  many  im|>ortant 
events,  and  being  moreover  universally  acknowledged  by  our 
ancient  writers,  may  very  justly  ilcmand  a  place  in  this  analysis. 
Wlioii  St.  Patrick  bad  ailvanccd  some  distance  into  Connaught, 
bo  8top|icd  with  his  fellow-missioners  at  a  fountain  near  tliD 
royal  residence  Criiachan,  now  Croghan,  at  Elpliin.  At  the 
break  of  day,  the  Saint  and  his  coiiipaniona  began  to  chaunt  the 
matins,  aiiit  tho  princcs.ses  coming  at  tlic  same  hour  to  batlie 
in  the  fobntain,  were  struck  with  tho  singular  appearance  of 

>v 
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|K<nH)ni  c1ot1ii-<l  ill  wliito  f^nrmont*.  with  IkkiIiii  In  thi'ir.  hnnda, 
<nil  ainsinK  nlouil  tlio  prmM*  of  the  Mont  lllKh.  "  Who  nre 
yo,"  ««iii  thoy ;  "  U'lonj^  ye  to  the  air,  to  the  liuavrnH,  or  to  iho 
uarthi*"  tit  I'lttricli  accordingly  cxpluiiicd  to  them  tho  uatiira 
mill  atlriliiitpn  of  tho  only  one  tnio  (Joil;  anil  they  nuked  him, 
"  where  does  your  God  dwell ;  ii  it  in  Iho  sun,  or  on  the  earth, 
on  inniintaiiis,  in  vnllics,  in  Iho  aca  or  in  rivers;  is  he  rich,  ia 
ho  youn^  or  old,  lins  he  sons  iind  iUu;;htera,  and  arc  they 
handsome?"  The  Apostle,  with  foelinfjs  of  pity  for  the  ifrno- 
raiico  anil  simplicity  of  these  noble  feinulea,  uiid  knowing  well 
that  the  hand  of  I'rovidenco  had  guided  them  imperceptibly  to 
the  spot,  took  an  opportunity  of  unfolding  at  larco  the  whole 
Krniid  system  of  revelation, — the  fall  of  man,  and  his  nitimnto 
rr<ilcinptiun  by  the  suHcriiif^s  and  atonement  of  Christ. 
I'leased  and  dclijihted  with  his  UiHcourae,  they  wished  to  know 
how  they  could  he  acceptable  to  him  who  at  the  moment  wna 
invisibly  iiioviii);  their  hearts,  Tho  Siiint  );ave  tho  rciiuircd 
instruction;  they  believed,  were  baptized  in  tho  fountain,  and 
afterwards  consecrating  their  virginity  to  Qod,  died  holy 
virciiis,  immaculate  s|iou8es  of  Christ.* 

From  this  iilace,  St.  I'atrick  proceeded  towards  the  terri- 
tory of  IIiia-Nolulla,  now  tho  county  of  Sligo,  and  left  there  , 
his  disciple  Cethenus.  From  thenco  he  advanced  to  Oran  in 
Roscommon,  where  he  assigned  situations  for  a  number  of 
CJttllic  priestar-who  on  lipariii)r  of  tho  success  of  St.  I'atrick, 
fled  for  refuge  to  Ireland,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  tlit;ir  . 
(Iftya  in  monastic  retirement.  We  find  him  next  at  Alng- 
Seoln  near  Klpliin,  where  ho  held  a  synod,  and  anion};  tho 
pemons  present  are  named  Felartus  and  Sncellus  of  Ituslisk, 
m  Uiiscomiiion.  Piissing  Lough  (iara  in  Sligo,  and  the  ter- 
ritory of  Airtench,  where  ho  established  churches,  he  next 
proceeds  to  tho  now  barony  of  Costello,  in  tho  county  of 
Atayo,  and  after  bringing  over  the  whole  population  of  that 
district  to  tho  faith,  he  ordained  priests  to  preside  over  them, 
among  whom  may  bo  mentinned  Loarn  of  (Vistello,  Conan 
qf  Curragh  and  Senachus  of  Aghagower.  His  next  mission 
Was  to  tile  extensive  district  of  Tirawley.  The  king  of  this 
martial  territory  was  just  deceased,  and  left  behind  him  seven 
sons,  whoso  match  in  the  field  of  battle  it  were  difficult  to 
6iid.  It  baiibened  that  on  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick,  a 
solemn  festival  had  been  celebrating.  Tho  Saint  advanced 
in  the  midst  of  the  people,  raised  tho  cross  of  Christ,  and 
preached  ita  Hysterics.     I'lio  seven  princes  were  converteil, 

■*'■         •  Trii«Ptil«,  1.  U.  0.  44. 
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(ml,  m  all  our  unnnliitn  iiirorni  ui,  twolvo  tliiiiisaiul  iiihalilt- 
«iitii.*  Tlie  cxtrniiriliiuiry  pru^jrinH  wliicli  St.  I'litrick  Imil 
now  mitilii  ill  till)  wiirk  of  tliu  (ioiiH'l,  lin>ii|{lit  ilowii  on  him 
till)  liiHitility  tiKl  iH'rnui'uliiifi  «('  tlm  wliulu  ilriiidic  il  |>rif>lli<ni(l 
of  tlic  cimntry.  Tlio  S:iiiit  nsaiim  m  that  iit  thin  period  hia 
lifo  wii»  ill  iluii^ur;  hut  Kiiilii,  mm  nt  tlioBO  eoiivci'ti'il  |irincL'S, 
rikI  liiH  noil  Cniial,  imiti'ctod  liiiii,  iiml  wi'i'u  ihu  lm|>|>y  inalru- 
tmmtii  ill  iinviii)(  hiiii  whrnii  IVDvidciu'i!,  in  it«  uiinvjirchiihlo 
durrovn,  had  duHtiiiud  fur  tho  fiirthur  vxveution  of  itn  own 
grunil  dvni^nitt  "*■■'  AiHMtlo  lU'Xt  croowd  the  Moy,  and 
I'literud  thu  territory  of  Tireninh  in  8lij;o,  whero  ho  haptizud 
■oven  hrothurs,  onu  of  whom,  Miie-ert'u,  liu  selected  for  tho 
pricathoud ;  when  duly  i|iiulitleil  and  orilained,  he  placed  him 
over  the  church  of  Rilroe,  situatuil  wiilun  a  mile  of  Killala. 
lie  next  directed  hU  course  towards  the  south-west  of  the 
province,  and  hy  his  preaching  and  wonderful  signs,  tho 
cause  of  truth  prevails  and  the  (ioHpel  continues  triumphant. 
The  nmnlior  of  chiirt'hes  which  St.  I'atrick  crecteil  during 
the  seven  years  of  his  aposti>lic  lahours  in  the  province  of 
Connaught,  is  variou.tly  slated  hv  our  aiitlr|uarians.  Some  go 
ns  far  as  one  thousand;  hut  although  this  cannot  he  easily 
credited,  yet  onu  thing  is  tiertaiu,  that  tho  province  of  Con- 
naught  was  no  lunger  a  land  of  i(rolatrv:  its  hrave  and 
ancient  iicople  believed  in  the  (iiM|s!l ;  and  to  this  day  that 
■Hiiiu  hoiicf  contiiiurs,  iiolffitlistaiidiiig  the  grinding,  uiiinur- 
ciful  iiersecutions  »hich  tho  same  noble  and  hospitable  pro- 
vince liaa  for  ceii\uiT('»  liceii  dcatiiicd  to  endure. 

It  has  been  already  ohservecl  that  St.  I'atrick's  mission  in 
thu  north  of  Ireland  was  but  of  short  continuance.  In  the 
year  Hi  wo  find  him  preaching  the  (io.<pel  in  Tircoiinell, 
coiiiity  of  Donegal,  and  after  having  converted  Owen,  u 
dynast  of  that  country,  the  Apostle  proceeded  througli  tho 
great  district  of  the  Dalrieda.  Traversing  along  by(iaun«,t 
Iniclair,  and  the  now  county  of  Tyrone,  he  ailvaiices  into  the 
ancient  I).ilamdiu§  In  this  powerful  territory,  multitudes 
embraced  the  faith,  ami  both  t-hurches  and  religions  cominii-  - 
iiities  were  establisheil.  In  short,  the  extraordinary  conver- 
►ions  he  had  made,  the  obstacles  wliiih  he  overthrew,  the  ease 
with  wliiPli  that  overthrow  was  ellected,  and  the  ell'ectual 
grand  issue  of  his  mission  up  to  this  i>oriod,  prelented  to  tho 

•  Tripartita,  1  2.  c.  77  ;  I'lwlnir,  n  WW. 

t  rnilMia,  I.  !!.  c.  2.1  ;  Mouth  of  Ixxiiih  Xuiiih. 

i  Tlio  Llulru'iU  coiuiiruliumleil  thp  iiurt)i'W4>.it  niol  wmiUi  t»(  tho  county  nt^^ 
Antrim.    The  DaUntlis  cituiiniMMl  tlio  vtutt  oi  llo.  NUiiu  county,  to^i.lliui-  wrtlr^ 
tliu  county  ui  Uowil    -lluii«it,  .Autiij.  \k  48. 
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Saint  n  ilciiiiiniilralivv  coiivictinii,  timt  h«  ulono  wiu  thu  pcriinn 
dwtiiitHl  liy  IIuii^uu  fur  thu  mornl  lilHirolion  of  tli«  cnniitrv, 
for  Ihv  »nlvHiiiin  ii(  k  puopiv,  wlinnn  convoniion  wnit  proiiiiit 
aixl  aiiicurp,  niiil  in  wIumu  virtues  nilKlit  b«  rucugniiwd  all  tiio 
liwlr*  Mill  Miorv  uf  lliu  upuitdllv  tiiui-ii. 

St.  Patrick  liml  not  un  _v<it  proiwilud  to  tlie  (jroat  nmt  pntvor- 
fiil  proviiii'u  cif  MinuttT,  wliicli  at  tliut  timu  cuinpri'lii'nilfd  lliu 
nolilu  tvrrildi'ipa  of  'l'lionion<l  t<>  tliu  niirtli  ami  of  UoHiiuinil  to 
tlio  Houtli.     Ilowuvor,  before  liu  Hnbnrkod  on  tliii  niiiiHion,  lie 
viailcil  Slano  ami  otliur  favourite  qimrtura  in  Meutli,  fur  which, 
of  exiursc',  lie  liail  ■  preililection,  anil  where,  it  is  auiil,  he  cstab- 
linlied  n  niinilH>r  of  religions  honaos.     On  his  departure  ho  left 
hiH  ilisciplu  Seeundinus,  who  by  this  time  had  been  ordained 
bi«hop,  III  eare  of  the  chureh  of  Uunshaghlin,  with  |x)wera 
alao  over  tho  now  congregations  in  Meath,  and  overugreut 
|H)rtion  of  the  north*     I'roeueding  on  his  journey  to  Minister, 
our  Saint  deeniud  it  necessary  to  vmit  several  districts  of  I^-in- 
■ter,  nnd  even  those  |iarts  of  it  where  Christianity  had  liecn 
oabililished  liy  I'lilludiiis.     tie  baptized  the  princes  llland  and 
Aliiid,  in  a  fountiiin  near  Naus.t  uiid  ao  exlrnordiiiary  was  tho 
zt^al  of  the  people,  that  it  Is  saiil  nuinv  of  the  hading  men  in 
that  nvlghboiirhoiKl  olVuriMl  their  services,  and  thought  it  an 
honour  to  be  employed  in  the  erection  of  churches.     Knving 
iiosM^d  through  lly-tjtirchon,  he  entered  the  territory  of  Magli- 
lifli.',  the  |ireseiit  county  of  Kildare,  in  which  he  placed  Ilia 
companions    Aiixiliua,    bishop    at    Killossy,    near   Naas,   and 
TseriiiniM,  bishop  at  iCilcuIlcn.t     Directing  his  course  from  ^ 
thence  throiigb  Leix,  now  [lart  of  the  Queen's  county,  where 
multitudes  embraceil  tho  faith,  St,  I'utrick  next  proceeils  to 
visit  Ilia  friend  Diibtnch  tho  poet,  who  lived  in  that  part  of  tho 
territory  of  ily-KinwIhigh  now  called  the  county  of  Carlow. 
The  Suiiit,  ttlreaily  acquainted  with  the  wisdom  ami  religioua 
Rentiments  of  DubtJich,  begged  of  him  to  mention  a  i>criu>n, 
Vrlio,  he  thought,  might  be  calculated  for  tho  ecclesiastical 
state.     On  this  occanion  ho  presenteil  his  pujiil  Fiecli,  of  the 
illualrious  houaoof  Uy-llairrclio,  in  Leinater;  St.  Patrick  find- 
ing him  ilulv  qualiiied,  gave  him  tho  clerical  tonsure,  and  took 
him  under  his  s|iecial  care  and  protection.     lie  »as  the  first 
native  of  Leiiister  who  had  been  raised  to  the  episcopacy;  his 
•eo  was  in  SlettyJ  in  the  Queen's  county  and  on  the  bordera 
of  the  county  of  Orlow.     Fiech  was  a  regular  member  of  the 
bardic  unler,  a  poet  by  profession,  esteemed  as  a  learned  man 

*  Tti|«rtite,  I.  3,  c.  »8.  t  Uidier,  Ind.  Chron. 
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evtn  lipfiiro  ho  hii>l  rnihnv<Ml  Chriitianity,  nnd  itiirina  liia 
aiiiiicoimcy  wiucuiiiiiilluil  liy  nuiiibcro,  nii  im  oriirlu  of  trulli  hikI 
of  li«avi>iily  wiulniii.  From  Uy- KiinvlliiKh  St.  I'nirick  *\- 
vmicutl  into  l>Hory,  wlivn)  lio  vriHiU'il  many  cliurrhrn  anil  c<in- 
vart<!il  II  vnxt  miiltituili'  of  tlia  inhnbitunU.  llnvinK  iiiiw 
(l.D  44J)  ri'itcliiid  tliu  bonlora  of  Miinator,  our  Suint  |iro<Hie<U 
to  (/uxliul,  the  riiyiil  icat  of  tho  kiiiK"  nf  tlmt  province.  On  liii* 
,  •ii|>n>acliin){  tlio  city,  tin*  Ki'lvbrutoil  Aeiif^iyk,  then  kiiig  of 
Mun>tur,  a  yoiinKPrinco  of  ^n-at  iiiuty  nml  linuwIuilK*'.  cainii 
fi)rth  to  niout  him  llii  invituii  ^t.  I'litrick  into  lii«  [ialai:<i; 
mill  on  thi!  fiillnwinK  iliiy  both  Aun);iii  ami  the  nobility  of  hii 
Koiirt  tvoaiiio  Chriittiiinii.  A  rircuiniiluiive  occurroil  at  the 
bnptiam  nf  thii  prino',  which  K^v  "''*'  '*>  ^'"^  well-known 
aneciloto,of  the  kliii{<<  foot  having  Ixten  piiTccil  by  tin*  ataflror 
8t.  I'utrii:k.  The  Tripnrtile  atutca,  that  iiflvr  the  baptiaiii,  nixl 
at  tboSuint'a  K>*ini;  the  blmMnK,  the  aharp  iwiint  of  the  orozier 
pii'rciMl  thriiu){h  hia  fuot.t  Tliv  kinj;  ronsiilvriiif^  it  n  |>nrt  of 
tliu  ciToiiiiiiiy,  |iiitii>ntly  aiibinittril  to  thu  pnin  for  u  conniilur- 
alilu  time,  ii|Min  wliiirh  St.  ll'atrick  prononncuil  a  becnniinft 
euliiuiuni  on  the  nionarcli,  linil  fnrulolil  the  ftrcat  prof^rea* 
whirh  thu  (ioH|H-l  would  inAo  uiulvr  the  fuatering  proteutioli 
of  thia  nioiM  prince. 

It  ia  iii^'hly  prolNible  that  a  knnwioilgo  of  the  Cliriatian  reli- 
gion hail,  bi'ioru  thia  iMirioil,  );iiinvil  aonie  K<^>iinil  inthoeaatern 
ami  aouthcrii  parLi  of  MiinntLT.  Ilonuver,  thu  fanioua  terri- 
tory of  Thoiiiiiiul,  ami  the  whole  wcaturn  coaat,  hiy  *tiU  burieil 
in  all  thu  ilarkiii'sH  nf  luigaiii.sni. ,,. The  iianiu  of  the  celubruted 
tribe  of  the  Dul^aia  will  cai\tiniio  for  over  illuatrioualy 
recorilcil ;  but  notwithHtaniiin);~thpir  martial  heroium  and  tbvir 
many  niural  virtues,  thia  ani'ient  and  spirited  people  knew 
neither  thu  eausu  whencu  they  proceeilod,  nor  the  important 
and  noble  und  for  whirh  they  had  bi'cn  ili'atiiied.  St.  I'atriek 
now  preuohea  aiiion^at  them,  and  it  ia  said  that  the  whole  aepl 
ainioat  inalantnncuualy  became  Cliriatiana:  ut  all  eveiita,  one 
tact  ia  certain,  that  the  (ioajHil  had  made  a  rapid  pro^ritaS  in 
their  territory,  nnd  that  when  once  cigfvertt'd  to  Chriat,  thia 
powerful  trilH'  becjinie  na  remarkable  for  their  attachment  to 
the  faith,  aa  they  had  ever  been  for  their  well-known  tiileliiy  to 
their  prince,  their  proverbial  love  for  the  land  of  their  birth, 
and  their  mutch|eaa  heroism  in  the  field  of  battle.  After  hav- 
ing erected  and  coiiaocrated  churches  in  thia  ^reat  district,  wo 
next  find  onr  A|K>ktlo  iireaching  the  faith  of  Cliriat  ulon^  the 
extensive  territory  of  Thomoiid.     When  ho  entered  the  district 

•  gobuliaai  Triii.  I.  3.  c  W.         t  Jixwiiii,  c  74  ;  Tri|«iiita,  L  3,  o.  SU  < 
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of  ()rninnil,l<»nan,iU  rliicflaiii.hotpiiaMy  ontertaineil  liim.mut  > 
iMiilinu'iiiKl'hrUtiiiiiity.lNicninu  an  iimtruinoiit  for  tlic  irnincsliiitu 
ronveninn  <if  tlint  ntiiowiieil  territory*  Vunt  inuliitU(U'<i 
crcnrHHl  the  SliAiinoii,  from  north  Miiiuti-r  (Clsre),  nnxioun  to 
•<■«  Ht,  Patrick, anil  honr  the  wonixof  truth  from  hit  own  Ijpi; 
thin  C'luntU'iM  nuiltituilu  aru  •»!<■  to  havu  Ixwn  iMptiwiil  in  the 
%pM  of  Tir-Khiiii  (lh«  itrrwn   flvid).      All  tlia  iiel^^hbouriiiK 

{irincin  ninl  |H>riinn»'Of  iiillii^i-o  in  Ihu  eoniilrv,  caniu  to  hear 
ii«  (loctriiio  ami  nimkan  hia  ^iwcr;  anit  on  hiii  <li!|iiir(nrfl,  hav- 
ing, aeconling  to  lli«  Tri|>iirtit«,  oncunileil  Mount  Fintiiie,  near 
I>ona);lnnoro,  ami  I'li^lin);  liii  vye*  over  the  rich  iinil  beautiful 
country  of  i'honion<l,  ho  hlonmil  it,  anil  foretold  the  birth  of 
the  c^lebrotuil  .Senan  of  Innitcatrr.t  Aflerwanla  the  Saint 
(linMHed  biit  c-oumu  to  the  iliatrict  of  Luachra,  near  the  borUem 
of  Kerry,  where  ho  prophesieil  that  "  St.  llren<lun  of  Hm  nice 
of  Him-Alttt,  the  ^reiit  oiitriareh  of  moiiku,  und  the  »tiir  of  the 
western  world,  would  liu  Imrn,  and  that  bis  birth  would  take 
place  mwcriil  yimrs  after  bin  own  death."}  Ho  next  tra- 
verned  the  re)fiiin  of  DoHmond  (Cork),  and  the  rountry  of 
the  Desii  (\Vuterforil),§  cutalilishing  tlio  cross  of  Chrint,  and 
linnftiuK  the  ^reat  maia  of  the  people  under  it:<  aulijcctivn. 
'I'liu  nuHHiim  of  Si.  Patrick  in  MunHtcr  conlinucd  for  seven 
yearK.  It  would  be ililliiult  to  form  an eatiniute of  the  nunilwr 
of  convert*  which  he  bad  made,  or  even  of  the  churches  and 
reli^'ious  extabliHhments  which  he  founded.  The  annala  of 
Ireland  are  crowtled  with  factn  ncttlnp  forth  tho  horolum,  the 
liiispitulity,  mill  niiturul  intellifrcnce  oi' this  fine  people;  while 
the  bravery  wliidi  ilmy  exhiliited  in  the  Held  of  battle,  and  the 
f;oneroaity  which  they  practisud  in  their  own  hoine.i,  and  the 
Mieiilal  tire,  the  intellij^eiice  and  vivacity  for  whieb  they  liad 
lieen  distiiiftuisbed, wera  altogether  Eut  so  uiaiiy  mediums  for  tho 
more  easv  conversion  and  persoverinj;  stability  of  this  ancient, 
renowneJ,  ami  proveiliiMlly  spirited  people. 

St.  Patrick  ilrparti>d  from  Minister  in  iho  year  iyi,  and  pass- 
ing throu^di  Urusna,  in  the  Kinjj's  county,  where  he  «rectod 
aeyeral  churches,  puraui'd  bis  mission  until  be  arrived  at  Lecale, 
the  place  in  which  he  made  bis  first  convert,  ami  wbicli  was  over 
after  his  favourite  retrcirt.  Having  now  spent  twenty  years 
in  his  arduous  and  extraordinary  mission,  tlirougb  the  wilds 
anil  deserts  of  the  kiiigifoiu,  spreadiiif;  around  tlie  light  of 
(^brislianity,  and  by  bis  preucliinj;  and   stu|Hiiidous  imracles 

Jiuttiii);    a   l>oriud  to   the   lung   dismal  reign  of  superstition, 
it.  Patrick  deturtuincs  on  erecting  a  metropolitan  lee.     For 

•  Thin!  Ufe,  c,  01.  +  TriiartiUs  L  3,  o.  4«. 

;  Id.  e.  47.  "  »  Id.  c.  *S>. 
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tliin  |)iirprMtt  lia  proiv«iU  (nccnrilirig  to  tlio  iliroctioni  nf  a 
\  itiiiii)  In  till)  territory  of  Maclw,  whuro  »tonil  the  royitl  city 
of  Einniiia,  tlii-n  tli<>  riMiiluni-o  of  tha  kinga  of  lllatof.  ilero 
III!  wiu  kindly  rpi'eivuil  liy  I)aire,  *■  u|iul«iit  uuii,  wbo  f(»v 
liiiii  It  Kraiil  <<(  II  <'niivi>iiii'nt  KiKit  n^^riiiiiiit  oil  nn  einiiit'iiro, 
I'lilltMl  ItniiiniHiilf  eh  {lUa  hill  of  nulloniiK  iiliil  upon  thin  titu  tliu 
Haint  crrirtfii  lii«  rmhwlml.*  Tliiii  liifjli  RTound  is  that  on 
wliit'li  tlif  I'itv  of  Aril-Mi>rliii,t  or  Ariiuif;li,  now  nIjuiiIi;  nnii 
lioni  llio  vci'lvniKiitiriil  im!tri>|iollitof  Irolnnd  wiuolalilialioil,  a.d. 
4.111.1  Siiiliiblv  cilllii'Dii  weru  nnnoxeil  to  it  for  the  aei-omiuo- 
ilntioii  of  tlio  trlor^yi  Hnd  mljaoeiit  to  it  worn  saveml  ruli^ioiH 
rt'trcntH,  in  which  iiuiiilior*  of  both  K-xvn,  formikiiii;  ihu  world, 
iniidc  a  Hiicritii'o  of  all  to  the  gftnit  Author  of  tlicir  cxiiti-nciv 
Thv  rciiiaiiiing year»  of  our  SuiiitH  lifu  wereii|i<!nt  at  hi*  aooiii 
Artim^li,  and  occasionully  at  hit  favourite  retreat  of  Sabhulor 
Haul.  Tlie  wonderful  power  of  the  Mtwt  Hicli  was  now  visibly 
(lisplnyvd  through  tlm  inatruiuuiitalily  of  this  great  Apostle; 
consMrated  churches,  monastic  foundations,  and  hou.ies  of 
udiicnlioii  covered  the  Whole  lace  of  the  country;  the  infant 
.ciiiigre>rntioii»  were  orpnnizod,  and  placed  under  the  govern- 
inuiir  ol  holy  prelates  and  learned  piiatora,  all  siilijecl  to  the 
tnetrojioliian  see  of  Arllla^'ll;  in  short,  a  regular  hierarchy — 
a  |)crteellv  national  church  wiia  estfibliahcd,  while  the  zeal  and 
Sanctity  of  the  |M'ople  elicited  theadinicHtion  of  distant  nationi, 
and  the  country  which  they  inhabited  wa.s  universally  known 
by  tbo  aplendid  ap|>eIIat!on  of  a  lioly  laiiil  and'  an  utanj  of 
minis.  At  Ibis  juiriod  (450)  St.  I'utrick  held  two  synods,  in 
which  many  disciplinary  and  saliitjiry  laws  relating  to  inorala 
and  church  govurnnicnt  were  insiituled.§  The  first  of  these 
synods  is  entitled,  exclusively,  the  ayiiod  of  St.  I'atrick;  the 
second  U-ars  the  title  of  the  synoil  of  bishops,  that  U,  of 
Patrick,  A  uxiliuB,  and  Iserllinus— "Synodus  Kpiacoporum,  id 
est,  I'atrilii,  Auxilli,  et  Isernini."  It  ia'ovi'k^nt,  from  the  canons 
of  the  former,  that  some  of  tiiom  bad  been  introduceil  at  n 

Kriod  much  later  than  the  fifth  century,  and  had,  it  is  probable, 
en  arranged  at  some  national  ci>uncils  held  in  another 
country.'  The  canons  of  the  latter  are,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
universally  received  as  authentic,  and  were  undoubtedly  passcil 
in  tlic  aynod  to  which  we  have  already  alluded  tt 

Of  the  writings  of   St.  Patrick   which   remain,   the  only 
genuine  ones  a^  liii  letter  to  Coroticus,   a  British   prince, 

*  Probiu,  I.  .1,  c.  7.  t  Thi'  liill  of  Uhi  territory  eidled  Mschs. 

:  INJ^sii,  lud.  Cliniii.  AA.  NS.  ;  «»ro  llUhu;* 
,  i  JiS'i'liii,  c.  lUN  ;  K|i(.|uiaii.  Cuii.  t,  I.  |i.  Ri 
II  Tilli.mmit,  Menl.  U'ln.  ivi.  |i.  780  ;  Wilkiin,  L'on.  t.  1.  |.,  2. 
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■ml  Ihii  colahnitod  work  onlitleil  hia  Confeuum*  The  cruslty 
on'reiord  liy  (Nirotirim  Uiwiirils  tho  Iriiili  roiivi^,  iiuniliura  of 
wlioni  li«  |>ut  to  <lciitli  or  nnlil  un  uliiveii,  luTttn  tliu  lubjoct 
of  tliu  Hliuvii-iiioiiliMiivil  li'ltvr;  for  llime  iriinva,  tlia  Huint 
|ironoiinLT»  liini  publicly  oxcoiiiiiiiinicuUNtt'  Tlie  Con/tuion 
wHK  writtnn  by  St.  I'utrick  wlicn  ho  felt^liis  dlMolulion 
■IMinuohIn);.  i  I  in  object  in  writliiu  It  wu,  iW'point  out  the 
rttnionliiiary  uiniinvr  in  which  tho  Almighty  had  SMUtod 
lliin,  from  the  coinniotieoiiicht  of  hia  iiiiaaiini  until  ita  gnni 
■lid  auccvaaful  turiiiinatinii.  At  Iciij^th  tliu  (irco)  doaiKn  Imr- 
inK  U-un  •t;coin|iliali«d,  for  which  ■  merciful  and  uii  ail-ruling 
I'niviilonco  hud  ilunliiml  tliii  wonderful  Saint,  thu  inoinont  u 
■|i|>roachinK  ^li''n  ''"  ia  to  Iw  auniinoiied  to  meet  hia  Ixird, 
■ikI  receive  the  reward  of  hia  laboura.  St.  Patrick  hiniaelf 
h«<l  ■  forekiiowlod((v  of  lliia  event;  and  wiahin^  to  brwtha 
hia  Inat,  and  leave  lila  mortal  rcmaina  in  tho  ccclcaiaatical 
nietro|Mi|ia  of  Ireland,  ho  deiiarlod  from  Saul,  in  which  place 
he  then  reaiilod.  It  ia  relateil  that  on  lila  way  ho  waa  atop|ie<l 
by  an  aii^cl,  jind  ordered  to  rctiirii ;  accordingly  he  did  return 
to  Siiul,  and  huvin^  been  uttcmlcd  by  Tnasacli,  biahop  of  Kath- 
colphlha,  near  Down,  and  rocciving  from  him  the  holy  via- 
tii'Uiii,  Ilia  happy  aoul  retireil  from  tliia  world  to  evjoy  tho 
ulury  of  Ilia  Saviour,  on  Wudncaday  the  17th  of  March,  in 
tlio  IMi  year  of  hU  ago,  and  in  the  year  of  our  I.Ard  4t!5.t 
Siiiiii'  writcra  have  cnilt-avourod  to  niaintiiiii  timt  tliu  ouniber 
of  bin  vciira  nmoiintcd  (oonu  liuiulrcil  aiul  iivinty,  mid  from 
this  mill  other  piinciplca  draw  »  liiiu  uf  cuiii|iurij<jn  between 
Ht.  I'atrick  and  iMoaea ;  it  ia,  however,  quite  clear,  that  their 
culculiitiona  cannot  atand  tho  teat  of  clironolo);ical  criticiam; 
and  upon  a  full  and  fair  inquiry,  it  will  bo  found  that  the 
order  of  time  already  atated,  ia  that  which  alone  corrca|ionils 
with  the  whole  acrica  of  eveiita,  and  with  the  teattmony  of  the 
lieat  and  moat  approved  nntiijuariana.  l;^|ually  fi'roundlcaa  ia 
the  aaaertion  of  Ihoao  who  pretend  that  St.  Patrick  waa  a 
I'anoii  UcKular  of  St.  Au);iiatiiic.  There  was  no  auch  order 
at  that  tinie  in  tho  Christian  Church;  nor  waa  it  known  in 
Ireland  until  thu  ilayi  of  St.  MaUchy,  in  the  twolth  century.) 

•  rr..l.un  I.  '2,  c.  3i,  Fiwjb,  n.  27.  t  Annali  of  InnUtalleii. 

X  'Vh«  R|iiN.nRti»ii  of  CiiHaH  wiu*  (triginallv  fiivei)  tu  mil  buuIi  t:\arfiymtin  aa 
Itatl  tliftr  iiniui!*  litacwl  oil  the  canon  or  roll  ul  a  uhiucb.  It  wan,  ill  liiiwo  uf 
tiiiii'.  at>|<ni|)riat4il  t4>  thuM«  who  livt.il  in  community  ;  aud  iiiaaniuch  kn  they 
Wert*  >M)uiiil  to  oliMTVU  ccrtnin  uauona  or  rule*  ntUtivii  U>  their  inHtitutiou, 
tiioy  wuru-  ifuDonilly  caUud  Canoiu  /fri/u^r.-^Uiiighmiii,  U.  1,  u.  0  i  Kluury, 
limt.  I'art  i.  • 

III  thi'  eleventh  century  some  conimuuitioM  of  clerifymcu  ailultteil  certain 
ret{tilAtioiii,,  which  had  wtm  tlrawa  iijtby  -SI.  Aiiguatinu,  fur  «  uunaery  orer 
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Th«  n«wt  of  tha  Haiiit'ii  death  IwviiiK  Ihhiii  iiprpxl  thmnuh- 
'  out  nil  Iri'liind,  tliu  prcUU-ii  miil  clergy  lliH'ke<l  in  niiillitu(li>« 
friiiii  the  iiKwt  rciiii>tui|iiiirtvr«  oftliu  c<>iiiilry,aiM  tlio  fiiiionil 
oliiH-i|iiiii(  wi'ni  celt'liniti'il  with  iiiiiiiiuhI  |hiiii|>.  Aii,thu  liiahoja 
mill  |irii'»lH  nrrivuil  »t  Hacil,  oiich  clcrgViniin  |in)Ccoile<l,  •ccortl- 
tng  to  hi<  tViitnity,  to  ulfvr  U|i  the  divmu  inytturicii  in  comma- 
)  rtiorullon  iif  llwir  A|io«tl«,  and  hcnco  tliu  fimerai  norvivo  wa« 
kvpt  up  for  aorcriil  <lsy»>  lli'«iilc«  the  rcluhmtiun  of  tho 
Maiwi's  and  olhur  diiliua  uf  tho  day,  tho  I'ulinody,  the 
ch^uiitini;  of  liymna,  and  tlia  divine  ofHco,  wore  continued 
during  infi'  nifiht;  and  the  profunlon  of  turclios  and  licht*  waa 
•o  ttrvul,  Uiat  (to  UHu  thu  words  of  an  iinviont  wntvr)  the 
dnrknuiw  wna  ox|i«lli.-d,  nnri  tho  whole  niKht  •vomed  to  be  one 
day.*  1^1  the  ainiplo  nnd  am-icnt  lani{iini;i'  of  Kiech'ii  Hymn,  it 
ii  eoni|inn^d  to  thu  lonu  day  cauacd  liy  the  sliin<linf(  of  tho  aun 
for  Jmhua  a^iinst  Uiilmon.  The  inhabitanta  of  Armagh  and 
the  Ulidiiun  (tho  iwopk-  of  Down)  wore  stvcrnlly  and  naturally 
ansiuua  to  havo  liia  romaina  do|Kiaitod  amongst  them;  it  wai, 
liowevrr,  no  nrran^'ed  that  his  liody  was  interred  in  Down,  and  ■ 
a  great  |«rl  of  his  relics  waa  conveyc<l  to  Arjiingh-f 

The  wiadoni,  the  power,  and  tl>o  providence  of  an  all-nil|Vg 
(IihI  wore  nianifoatod  in  tho  gunurul  esthbliahment  of  Chris- 
tianity; and  the  same  wisdom,  the  samo' power  ami  provi- 
dence were  displayed  in  the  conversion  of  the  Irish  people, 
aud  in  the  aatablisumeiit  of  their  national  Church.  For  agoi 
revolving  after  ages  they  "ere  iiuricJI,  like  the  rc»t  of  maniimi,"' 
in  one  lung  and  liisnuil  night  of  nientid  durknoHs;  but  at  the 
presence  uf  the  crosH  of  Christ,  the  clt>uda  and  sli^lows  dis- 
appeared. Klghteen  centuries  have  siiico  rolled  on,  during 
which  tinielhi»  brave  and  fuithfuri)oople  havo  i>assed  througo 
an  ordeal  of  trials  and  persocutiuns  uniarulleleu  in  the  history 
of  mankind.  Kvcry  eti'urt  has  been  niaitu  to  seduce  or  force 
them  frum  the  old  vuneniblu  iiatli  marked  out  by  their  fore- 
fathers; but  the  sjimo  light — tlio  same  identical  faith  continues 
to  shine  in  tho  midst  of  them,  while  tho  puny  and  contemptible 
opposition  of  man  Ima  contributed  only  to  mark  her  career 
with  still  greuter  glory,  with  ronowud  vigour,  and  with  aildi-' 
tional  brilliancy.  "■ 

which  hia  iwtAr  had  prfsaidcl.  ^Thcte  rnlos,  after  lindergiiing  some  alt«imtioiia, 
won  a(la|,t,'<l  t<i  omliuiititiea  ufuiuii.  ntiil  tJiu  iMsrwmii  wbo  nbw-rved  tlj,;m, 
wur«  knoH'ii  liy  tliu  uaiiiu  uf  "  Cumnm  Rfg*t<tr  of  St.  AvgHMtine."  Thaw  caiuma 
ImiiiuiI  thuinai'l^ei,  l,y  vuwm,  yt't  hat)  the  |frivili.ge  of  funniug  iliiKCfMii  cha|>t,tfK, 
auJ  wi-ni  «m|>liiyt.tl  in  tho  curt)  of  iwiiiL,.  Duriug  thu  twelfth  aiiil  following 
ci'utunua  thuy  I)«4'uuh>  vera  iiiiiiiennia  in  Iralanil.'— Hue  (lilhett,  CuriNis  Jnr. 
i'au.  tit  xiii.  !«({■  .'1 ;  MO  abo  i;lui|i.  xii  anil  lifi. 

•  Fioch'a  ilyuiu,  utruiih.  3V.  t  Third  Lilo,  o,  88  i  Tr.  Th.  |v  20:2. 


2  t  ECCLESIASTtCAL  illSTORT  W  IKELAKP, 

An  rveryttiinff  cnnncrted  with  tlifl  ttirmnry  of  Ht.  Patrick  thiiftt  p<Mae«i  jb^Nit 
jint«re4t  (or  JriHli  CaUiolicti,  wi>  Iiavo  (t<^>U)nt  it  ri(fht  tt>  nmke  b  liriuf  note  of 
tlio  aiitht'iiticktiM)  rt'licw  o(  our  AiHwtle  whiuh  xtilt  nxittt  l<ut  m  i>n-iiiiw<,  how- 
ever, thnt  thit  Ibxtk  of  tliu  .Vri|*UiTt!i  of  tho  New  'IVfltaniont,  traiiMrilwtl  by  Ht 
I'atrittk  hiuiMflf.Btid  Umfi  |ii omtvimI  in  hi«  Mutn>|K)litanl'hurcho(  Armagh,  h«« 

rsriihiHl.  Kortiniatt*ly,  huwuver,  thi)  li-atitifiil  uo|ty  of  that  HiuTred  vultums, 
noyii  ad  thu  Camiin  IHnuirmy.  or  "  the  8cri)rtun>  uf  t'atriok,"  luotlo  in  807,  i«. 
thii-e  cf nturioH  n(t«r  Ht.  I'atrii-k'a  iltsjciuH',  kaa  aurvivtxl  atl  the  acoideota  o( 
tiiuH,  and  U  now  doiHihitc*!  iti  the  the  Library  of  T.  V.  Dublin  Aa  ono  of 
tha  t>t<(-iilaritiei(  of  tliiii  vt-nrrable  vobime,  we  may  Htat^  that,  instead  u(  t«r- 
iniunting  witli  the  A|HHtiily[wt<.  itcluHea  with  the  ActH  of  the  A|)OHi]eH ;  ut'ithtT 
ahoulil  we  omit  nitiiitioiiiii}{  that  in  on«  of  ita  foUo«  iwcnre  an  entry,  in  the 


bAnilwritiiiK  of  the  couf«iuii>r  of  kinu  Hrian  Born,  wh<^   vifiitinK  Aitnajfh  in 
11X14,  ratiliud  all  the  privilHgoa  of  tW  Priniatial  Hee,  aftor  prtiHontiDK  * 
riiiu  of  twenty  oiine<-fi  aa  an  otfvring  at  the  grand  altar  of  the  cathetlrai. 


Tliu  fullowiiij;  id  tlio  tratidlatiun  of  the  entry,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to 
tbn  Jtcv.  Doctor  ItcvveM,  one  of  the  nunt  eminent  of  our  IriMh  arvha-ologLBta : — 
**  Ht  I'atrick,  whi'H  K'tinii  to  llc-avon,  oniaiuod  tliat  tite  ontira  produce  of  hia 
lalionr,  am  Mel)  aa  of  mptiini,  and  docinioDii^  oh  of  almti,  wan  U;  lie  i(eliv«red  to 
the  aiMiHtolio  (tity.  which  in  thu  Hcotio  tongue  in  called  Anlmaclio.  Thua  I 
have  found  it  Btateil  in  the  rcconU  of  the  Hootn.  This  istoy  writing,  namely, 
(Wnu  I'trtnnit  (MuliMHitutu),  in  the  iirenence  of  Brian,  aovereign  of  the  S^^nta  ; 
and  what  I  linvu  writt^'n  he  docr»>d  for  all  th«  hin^n  of  .Ifoccrin  ((.'aHhul)."  Kinu 
Brian,  we  newl  hanlty  say,  was  killed  at  I'loiitarf  in  1014,  and  hia  confcMora 
death  iM  rwonlrd  by  the  Four  MaAit-ra  in  1031  thiw— "MnlwKdian,  oonft-aMir 
(ftr  'Boul  frifud')  of  Brian,  non  of  (Vrinoily,  deinrt^Nl  thia  Ufo."  For  a  dutaiteil 
hiiit4trv  oi  thtt  vjcifMitudeM  of  thit*  niont  vi-iierable  vobime,  wo  remit  our  reatlcra 
to  "the  Miunitr  of  the  lkM>k  of  Armrtj^h;"  by  the  leanitnl  Or.  Keeves. 

Hettiming  t4>  the  relict*  of  our  A|><)iitle,  whic^h  are  otill  (treacrveil  and  held  in 
highoHt  veneration,  we  will  mention  fir»t  the  shrine  of  St  I'ntriuk'a  ami,  now 
in  jioMauNaion  of  the  MuKt  Ucv.  Dr.  Denvir,  bishop  of  Down  and  Connor.  •  Thia 
reyijuary,  nintlu  of  uiOHdivu  silver,  repreaeuta  the  hand  and  arm  of  a  biahop  in 
the  act  of  bh'iwing,  and  nieaaiirett  ovt-r  a  foot  throe  atid  a- half  inuhea  in  length. 
Within  it  in  contiiined,  oa  boM  Itecn  iH-lierctt  for  ages,  the  ann  nml  hand  of  the 
■ainl,  whicluH'ere  enshrined  in  tho  twelfth  ceiiitiry  by  onler  of  t'nrdiuol  Vivian, 
when  he  enfiM'd  the  >KNlie»  of  .S.S.  Patrick,  Itrigid,  luid  Ctdumbkill  ti  tw  trans- 
latetl  into  the  interior  of  Down  (<athedral  It  wonhl  nmiear  that  thin  reliquary 
was  earrieil  off  by  t>lwnnl  Bniee  M'lien  he  invadi^l  the  north  of  IreLiuil,  ami  * 
that  it  wsH  given  alter  his  defeat  tit  Dundntk,  i»  I  .'t  18,  to  the  heul  of  the  house 
of  Mageniiii  of  t.'iwtlewellan,  in  the  iM>MfUHsioa  of  whoHO  NUcceHsors  it  remaiueil 
till  late  in  the  laitt  century,  when  it  {ru^hciI  into  the  Itussell  family  and  fmm 
them  io  the  fnmily  of  the  Mcllenryi,  from  whom  it  waa  obtained  fur  the 
preMtnt  bitthop  of  Down  and  Connor. 

Another  reliijuary,  enshrining  tlie  maxillary  bone  of  8t  Patrick,  hoa  Ijeon  Ions 
and  religiously  preaervml  by  a  family  named  <Jullen,  residing  in  the  parish  of 
Derriagh}',  county  Antrim.  The  uhrinu  is  of  »\\vvt  and  of  comparatively 
modem  ilate,  Bn<!  the  lM>ne  ia  in  a  {xirfect  state,  though  having  only  one 
double  tiM'th  ;  it  formerly  hofl  five,  three  of  which  were  taken  away  by  mem- 
bers of  the  family  when  going  to  America,  and  the  fourth  was  de|>o8ited  under 
the  aItar>titonQ  of  the  Catholic  chun:h  of  Derriagby  by  the  jNiriiih  jiriest  when 
the  said  church  was  rebuilt  in  17!>7.  The  slatf  i>r  cntzier  of  St  Patrick  called 
*'l>aecuIuK  Jt*u,"  we  need  hanlly  say,  was  imjuously  destroyed  by  Bwwne, 
the  ajmitate  archtti<ihoj>  of  Dublin,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIi,  burnt  it, 
after  having  tlrst  Btrip|ted  it  uf  all  the  precioua  atonea  with  which  it  waa  richly 
oniamentcil. 

Far  more  fwtunaie  was  another  aa'  re<l  ohjfMit  intimately  ai»io^iate<l  with  our 
Apostle — namely,  his  Bi'll,  which,  owing  to  the  jealoiti  care  of  its  hereditary 
ke«{ior«,  haa  eacaiMMl  all  Uie  accidcnta  ol  time,  and  the  l>arI>aroua  fanaticism 
wbich  dealt  so  nitVesRly  witli  everything  venerated  by  our  Catholic  ftirefatliera, 
Iiike  the  "Book  of  Armagh,"   St  Patrick's  Btll  WMt  entru»ted  to  the  cluirge 
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(if  cuiitMiJinR,  whn,  in  oniviitlerAtion  ttt  their  hiuh  ulfloa,  during  the  ag««  of 
fnith,  h^tl  ftllott^Ml  U>  them  niAiiy  tt>wnlAnils  for  uiuir  uiaiittuniuiuu,  Utnaibet 
MJth  litany  KiK'cial  itiinuttiitiua.  Thu  ottice'of  "  kepiwr,"  whethi-r  \*f  VMi  or 
IttMik,  wan  ht-mlilary  in  oqu  faiuily,  atitl  wan  tr«nKmitti>4l  fn>m  father  to  non. 
Thus  tlw  MulhollaiiilB  Wi-re,  fnim  tiliio  initiieinonal,  kee|iem  of  the  Itell  of  Ht. 
I'atnek,  ami  the  lowt  n'prewiitativp  of  that  family,  whcu  dying,  Ixfinuatheil  ik 
^  a  gi-ntleinaii  <4  lU'lfniit,  from  wholnithiu  I'Aiwwd  into  the  iKMWowticm  of  the 
roviinmd  and  learned  Dr.  TikM,  H.  F.T.I-.tlL  Of  thu  aitt^tcntiuity  ami  identity 
id  tliin  Valualdx  r«lic  thuru  uaitnnt  W  the  ffuntiwt  dotiht,  eMtalilwhed,  m  both 
hnvL'  lie«»,  l>y  thf  ttleamt  hutoncal  evidt'ut^t.  Tlio  caMj  in  which  the  Bell  ia 
emdirined  i«  of  the  iriodt  eUlxirate  wt>^km.ln1l)ll|^  and  l«*r«  an  iniicri)>tion 
begging  *  iirayfr  for  "  Doniial  4V1  jichliii."  by  whom  it  (the  ehrine)  wa«  nuule* 
early  in  Ui«  «'luv«nth  cvnttiry.  bintinct  reft^rvnca  Ut  Nt.  Tutrick's  Bell  i« 
ui/uw  in  rrintatc  t*rt^iit''ii  "^egintruni,"  aUint  the  year  1441,  when  thu  vene- 
rahtu  re lii;  wot  eoniigiiotl  t<i  Uw  eicliuire  cnat^Kly  of  the  Mulhollanda,  from  the 
tiut  ol  whi»te  iMntcTity  it  ikwhciI,  u  we  have  already  stated*  into  the  hauda  of 
ittt  (ironrnt  dixiiuguiihvd  kuviwr. 


♦  CHAITER  II.  '  •:   ; 

SuoooMon  of  8t  Patriok — EiiImoimiI  Reos— Holigiiiaa  FoaudatioiM  of  the 
ruth  Century. 

Tub  attention  nf  tlio  reader  having  been  hitlierto  almoit 
exclusively  directed  th  tlie  important  labours  of  the  Apostle 
liiniaelf,  our  next  object  must  bo  to  examine,  with  the  same 
earo  and-  iuipiirtiulitv,  ull  the  other  |>ortiofl9  of  this  ancient 
and  veneraljlo  »u|H!ratruct»re.  On  tlio~>lemiao  of  St.  Patrick, 
Uknionds,  his  constant  missionary  x:ompunion  and  favonrilo 
disciple,  was,  by  ihe  uiinninious  voice  of  the  prelates,  priests, 
and  people,  appointed  hia  successor,*  and  accordingly  (a.d.  ** 
465)  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  "Archbishop  of 
Armagh  and  MMnjIolitiin  of  IrelaniKt  While  St.  Patrick 
was  employed  in  Oonnaught,  the  misxionary  labours  of 
Uuliignus  in  several  parts  of  that  province  are  frequently  • 
mentioned  and  honourably  extolled.  However,  it  was  in  the  • 
district  of  west  Muhster,  or  Kerry,  and  in  some  portions  of 
the  now  county  of  Clare  not  visited  by  our  Awstle,  that 
Uenl^nus  gave  splendid  proofs  of  his  zeal  for  rclyjion,  and 
of  his  anxious  desire  for  the  conversion  of  his  countt'ymen. 

*  It  may  not  be  amm  to  notioo  a  matt  imp<irtaiit  mUt»ko  into  which  CoigAu 
«ud  othen  have  uDni^coiintAliiy  fallen,  by  intrmluuinj;  a  Palriiiiu  fltyl«d  waiW, 
M  lUcceMsur  of  tho  A|ioeitle,  ami  immediately  [irecodinj^  benignus.  The  fact  is, 
thia  Patritiua  wnidr,  or,  aa  tlie  Trit^>artite  has  ii,  Hen-l'jttriclt,  is  no  other  than 
St  Patrick  himsvlf,  to  whom,  iu  his  old  age,  the  a|n>ellatioiW'ww  tmior  had 
been  apfilieil  by  si>mo  of  our  anjialiita.-~fj«o  Lanigan,  chap,  vii.  p.  324; 
Jocelin,  u.  lie. 

t  Tr.  Th.  p.  KM. 
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.  St.  Patrick  entrusted  liim  with  the  mission  of  those  demote 
pliict'S,  although  lie  had  been  at  the  time  only  a  priest;  and  so 
gretit  wvro  his  servirvs,  and  such  the  veneriitiun  in  wliich  he 
was  hold,  tljiit  the  people  of  that  country  always  considered 
him  n  second  annstlu.*  lie  is  said  to  have  had  two  learned  dis- 
ciples, Ituailrnel  and  Carullus,  the  latter  of  whom,  I'^cording 
to  the  Tripartite,  was  bishop  of  Tamnach,  in  the  county  of 
Sligo.  The  incilYiibeiicy  of  Benigiius  was  very  short,  being 
but  three  vears  and  some  months;  our  annals  supply  ns  witn 
very  few  facts  connected  with  his  episcopal  government.  He 
is  represented  tlii-ougbout  as  a  very  holy  man,  and  before  his 
death  had  the  happiness  uf  witnessinu  the  triumph  of  religion 
in  miinv  relired  and  uncultivated  ^(frts  of  Ireland.  Like  his 
master.lio  foresaw  his  end  approaching,  and  having  sent  for 
Jarlntli,  from  wllbm  he  received  the  body  of  the  Lorii,  his 
blessed  soul  shortiv  after  retired  to  eternal  rest,  ad.  468.t 

Jahlatii  wds  his  successor,  and  continued  to  preside  over 
tho  orcluliocose  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years.  This  prelate 
was  descended  of  an  illustrious  family,  and  was  -born  in  a 

tilace  called  llutli-trcna,  in  the  present  county  of  Down.J 
lis  father,  whose  name  was  Trena,  had,  it  appears,  been 
.  an  uncle  of  Diclio,  St.  Patrick's  first  convert.  He  was  a 
man  of  considerable  power  in  that  territory;  and  from  him  it 
seems  to  have  derived  tlie  above  apjiellation.  During  the  in- 
cuiiibency  of  Jarlath,  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  were  making 
still  rapid  advances  over  Ireland.  Mis  virtues,  and  tho  in- 
fluence which  he  possessed  among  the  neighbouring  dynasts 
of  the  country,  had  served  to  open  a  way  for  the  missionaries, 
and  ehableii  them  to  prcacl^in  various  districts,  which  had 
not  been  hitherto  favoured  with  the  light  of  Christianity,  . 
Nevertheless,  wo  hwe  no  suflicrbnt  authority  for  stating  that 
Alild-Molt,  the  then  reigning  monarch  of  Ireland,  and  snc- 
cessor  of  Leogaire,  hadftllowed  the  example  of  his  subjects, 
and  Embraced  the  Christian  faith.  Had  such  an  event  taken 
]>lace,  the  i-el»tion  of  it  would  not  have  been  omitted  by  the 
several  hagiologists,  who  have,  in  such  copious  abundance 
handed  down  to  us  tho  acts  of  St.  Patrick,  and  all  the 
mcmorablo  conversions  that  liad  been  effected  in  those  times. 
The  contrary  o)>inion,  however,  h^  been  maintained  by  8ome,g 
while  all  agree  thai  Murtagh,  who  reigned  during  tho  incum- 
bency of  ,Jarlath's  successor,  was,  without  doubt,  a  Christian, 
an^eniployed  his  authority  in  placing  the  interests  of  religion 

'  ViU  8.  HcniBni.  c. «  ;  Tr.  TK  p.  2o5.    t  Ibid,  c.  18.     t  Ibid,  1.  3.  o.  S7. 
4  O'CoiiDur,  Duwrt  1.  aoc,  15.  1 
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on  a  iccarc  ami  pi-rmanrnt  bafiis.  Jnrlatli,  adopting  tho  great 
example  of  liis  predecviuor,  was  narticuliirly  attentive  to  the  .^^ 
cniitu  of  o<lucati<>n,  and  laboured  iiiressantly  in  advancing  the 
welfare  of  the  rilling  litoruryeatablishment  at  Armagh.  He 
■iipplicd  !t  with  loachcrs,  and  gave  high  encouragement  to  ita 
Dchulors,  many  nf  whom,  when  duly  (|ualificd,  ho  advanced  to 
tho  aacred  ministry,  and  aftcrwanU  employed  on  the  arduous 
duties  of  the  miitaion.  Having  govcmetl  the  see  for  about 
fourteen  yearn,  Jnrlath  died,  abounding  in  merit,  on  the 
elevciiui  of  February,  A.n.  48iJ,*  and  was  succeeded  by 
CoRMAC,  the  son  of  Enda,  and  nephew  of  Leogaire.f  Enda, 
as  we  have  already  noticed,  was  converted  by  St.  Patrick ;  on 
which  occasion  Corniac,  who  was  then  a  young  man  of  pre- 
possessing manners  and  considerable  acquirements,  was  placed 
Ly  his  father  under  tho  |>eculiar  care  and  instruction  of  St. 
1  atriek  hiinsolf.  Having  afterwards  distinguished  himself  by 
bis  learning  as  well  as  by  his  sanctity,  he  was  universally  and 
molt  deser^'cdly  looked  up  tu  us  a  proper  person  to  till  the 
metropolitan  see,  and  become  a  successor  of  bis  master  St.  • 
PalricK.  Lcogaire,  tho  monarch  of  Ireland,  had,  some  years 
before  this,  been  cut  off  in  battlct  Ho  was  an  obstinate  and 
a  wicked  man,  apd  although  at  times  ho  seemed  inclinod  to  > 
change  his  heart  and  embrace  tho  Gospel,  yet  it  appears  ho 
lived  and  died  a  pagan.  Alild-Mult,  a»  already  stateil,  suc- 
ceeded him,  but  It  is  probable  had  not  been  a  Christian, 
l^ugaid,  the  son  of  I^'ogairo,  was  the  reigning  monarch  in  the 
time  of  Cormac.  This  prince  followed  the  example  of  his 
father,  and  if  possible  surpassed  him  in  wickedness  and 
hardness  of  Jieart.  His  end  was  still  more  awful  than  that  of 
his  parent;  nc  was  struck  dead  by  lightning,  as  a  just  judg- 
ment fnmi  Heaven  for  his  obstinacy  in  paganism  and  his 
opposition  to  the  Christian  religion.  However,  the  succeedino^ 
monarch,  Murtagli,  Iwcaino  a  Christian,  and  by  his  excellen^r 
and  exemplary  reign  mad<)  ample  reparation  for  the  crimes 
and  excesses  of  his  predecossors.§  Cormac  died  a.d.  41)7,  and 
was  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Armagh  by  Ddbtach,  a  native  of 
the  district  of  Dorvin,  in  tho  county  of  Louth.)  The  few 
scattered  fragments  that  remain,  merely  to  reaiind  us  of  the 
wreck  which  our  ancient  history  sustained  during  the  awful 
perioils  of  tho  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  give  us  to 
understand,  that  tho  primate  Uubtach  made  the  life  and 
actions  of  our  holy  Apostlo  his  litvourito  and  constant  model, 

•  AA.  .S.><.»1  nth  Fib.  t  Ware,  Bishoix. 
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dnrihg  the  aixtrcn  yean  of  his  adniiiiiatration  in  tho  apo  of 
ArniHch.  Ho  took  care  that  a  suitable  number  of  churches 
slioubl  bo  erected  in  those  remote  (juartcrs  on  the  northern 
and  wmtern  coaiit,  whicli  until  his  time  had  not  l>eei^  actually 
converted  to  Christianity.  1  le  causoil  many  of  the  churches 
hitherto  erected  to  bo  enlarged  and  beautihed.  ])y  his  means, 
an  ample  supply  of  activo^and  holy  men  was  in  constant  readi- 
ness, and  these  u^ssionera  were,  by  'tlieir  learning,  zeal  and 
sanctity,  pre[uircd  on  all  occasions  to  go  forth  and  teach  the 
truths  of  tlie^iVistian  Go8|)cl,  to^  the  remaining  portion  of 
their  brave  but  benighted  cOuntii'men.  Above  all,  he  took 
especial  charge  of  tlic  oducatioif  and  morals  of  the  people, 
and  accordingly  devoted  a  grc^\i)ortion  of  his  time  to  the 
establishment  and  superintendencoVof  schools,  |iarticularly  to 
the  celebrated  seminary  of  Aj^nglL  As  the  incumbency  of 
Oubtach  commenced  at— the  ^close'of  the  fifth  century  and 
included  a  portion  of  the  sixth,  the  regular  order  of  time 
requires  that  wq  should,  at  least  in  a  brief  manner,  turn  our 
attention  to  tho  other  episcopal  estiiblishments.  which  even 
now  in  their  infant,  yet  well  regujnted,  conditionTVere  spring- 
ing up  numerous  and  triumphant  throughout  the  land. 

Agreeably  to  a  canon  of  the  Council  of  Sardica,  bishops 
wero  not  to  be  consecrated  4iidess  there  was  a  nece.ssity  for 
them;  and  even  then  thoy  were  to  be  placed  in  xespectablo 
cities.  This  decree  was,  however,  evidently  dispensed  with,  in 
the  {leculiar  jcaso  of  the  Irish  Church  at  this  |)eriad,  as  a|i|>ear8 
from  tho  vn-y  establishment  of  the  see  of  Armagh,  which  At 
that  timo  was  little  more  than  a  solitary  uninhabited  wood. 
St.  Patrick  was  guided  in  this  respect  according  to  tho 
exigency  of  time,  place,  and  other  circumstances.  Whet)  a 
district  had'  been  converted  to  Christianity,  and  a  church 
erected  therein,  a  bishop  was  then  consecrated,  and  placed  in 
that  part  where  tho  (7hi°>stinn  population  was  niSst  numerous. 
His  busincas  was  to*  establish  the  faith  in  tho  hearts  of  the 
people,  to  erect  churches,  ordain  priests,  and  superintend  the 
ecclesiastical  attiiirs  of  tho  district.  Hence  it  is  that  we  find 
relates  residing  in  some  places,  without  any  mention  having 
icon  made  of  their  immediate  successors^  such  as  Auxilius  at 
JCillossy,  near  Nuas,  and  Isernjnus  at  KilcuUen.  Many  of  them 
presided  over  districts  which,  after  the  death  of  the  incumbent, 
Decaino  annexed  to  other  sees,  as  Tassach  of  Itathcolphtha,  near 
Down,  and  Mhers ;  and  some,  as  Cothecus,  without  having  any 
fi.xed  see,  were  employed  by  tho  Apostle  in  preaching  the  Gospel 
throughout  those  remote  quartera,  where  the  faith  had  not  as 
yet  been  fully  established.     According  to  the  Tripartite,  St. 
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Patrick  consocratetl  three  hundred  and  Bcventy  bishopo;  Jocelin 
roducci  file  iiuinbor  to  three  hundred  and  fifty,  wInloNenniua 
and  othem,  adapting;  thtir  computntioti  to  the  number  of  days 
in  the  year,  swell  up  thiir  list  to  thrcu  hunilred  and  sixty-tivo. 
Hut  these  atntements,  besides  being  incredible,  cannot,  for  the 
want  of  sufficient  authurily,  Ix)  admitted  as  genuine.  Most 
undoubtedly,  a  great  number  of  |>rclatcs  had  been  consecrated 
by  8t.  I'atrick,  and  the  catalogue  was  greatly  increaseil  imme- 
diately after  his  death ;  so  that  reckoning  a  hundred  years— ,the 
fieriod  assigned  to  the  first  class  of  Irish  saints— there  miglit 
iBvo  been  in  all,  between  bishops  i)ropo/ly  so  called  and  fAor- 
ep'ucopi*  three  hundreil  and  fifty,  or  |)erhaps  more,  in  Ireland. 
Our  object  being  to  examine  the  origin  of  the  sees  now  in  ex- 
istence, together  with  the  |iriiicipal  early  ones  which  have  been 
since  united,  we  shall  jiroceed  chronologically,  and  commence 
with  the  see  of  Arilajtfi' 

TiiK  Skk  of  Audagh. — This  sem.  situated  in  the  county  of 
Longford  (the  ancient  Teffla),  nlfy  bo  deservedly  numbered 
among  the  most  ancient  churcnltoxif  Ireland.  Its  founder  and 
first  bislioj)  was  Mel,  or  Mael ;  he  was  a  native  of  Britain,  and 
was  consecrated  by  St.  Patrick'  about  the  year  453.t  The 
scattered  f ragmeQts  which  now  remain  of  the  acts  of  this'  holy 
niiin,  when  separated  from  the  inaccuracies  with  which  they 
are  accompanied,  are  but  very  few  and  unsatisfactory.  During 
the  long  and  painful  mission  of  St.  Patrick  throughout  the 
north  of  Ireland  and  in  Mnnster,  Mel  was  his  constant  and 
beloved  companion.  When  the  A|)ostle,  after  his  many  and 
wccpssful  conversions,  had  returned  from  the  latter  province, 
ho  conceived  the  noble  design  of  establishing  an  episcopal  see 
in  the  centre  of  Ireland ;  and  meeting  with  great  cncoui^ge- 
nient  from  the  dynasts  and  peo|)lo  of  Tetfii,  ho  consecrtited 
Mel,  and  appointed  Ardagh  as  the  place  of  his  residence.  From 
this  s])ot,  lui  f|;om  a  centre,  the  fame  of  his  learning,  but  esiw. 
cially  of  his  virtues,  widely  circulated,  aiid  he  is  said  to  liave 
been  powerfully  instrumental  in  collecting "^ast  multitudes  to 
the  fold  of  Christ.  Ho  is  also  re|)rgfente<l  as  liaving  been 
eminently  endowed  with  the  gift  of  prophecy,  and  during  his 
travels  through  Kildare  ho  foretold,  among  otlier  particulars, 
the  birth  and  exalted  sanctity  of  tW  great  St.  Urigid.  His 
eloquence  and  sweetness  of  disposition  eiulciircd  him  to  all,  and 
cliciteil  the  well-merited  encomiums  of  luany  ancient  writers. 
"  Mel,"  observes  the  author  of  the  Tripartite,  "was  a  man  of 
honeyed  tongue."    It  must  be  observed  that  the  history  of  this 
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Saint,  M  ilelivorod  to  us  by  Clol^n,  Ware,  niul  others,  abounds 
with  iiniirobiililo  ami  unauthenticatod  mattur,  and  has  not  been 
followod,  at  least  in  most  points,  by  any  of  our  subswjutint 
liagioloffista  That  the  founiler  of  tho  scoof  Ardagh  had  been 
tlio  neniiew  of  St.  Patrick,  by  his  sister  Darcrca,  is  an  error, 
which  liy  no  means  can  be  adinittoil.  St.  Patrick  liad  neither 
sisters  nor  ncplious  in  Ireland ;  nor  do  the  acts  of  St.  Urigid, 
from  which  this  story  is  taken,  seem  to  warrant  any  such 
assumption.*  Tho  vcncralion«n  which  St.  Mel  had  been  held, 
for  both  learniiiu  and  sanctity.  Is  well  anthenticatcd,  and  ho 
has  been  <losrrvcdly  ranlnHl  in  Tirechen's  list  among  the  first 
and  most  distingtiished  disciples  of  St.  Patrick.f  He  was  both 
bishop  and  abbot,  and  is  said  to  have  written  a  monastic  rule, 
which,  however,  is  not  e.\tant.  St.  Mel  died  on  the  sixth  of 
February,  A.o.  4H8,  and  was  interred  in  tho  church  of  Ardach. 
Tho  records  of  this  see  must  have  suffered  severely  during  tbe 
devastations  of  the  Danes.  From  the  d.tto  of  its  foundation 
down  to  the  incumbcney  of  Christian  O'Moot^u,  in  the  twelfth 
century,  wo  have  tho  namea<«f  only  four  of  its  prelates  on 
record.  After  that  period,  however,  the  succession  proceeds 
reifiilarly  and  satisfactorily. 

TuK  Ski  or  Cloohkr,  in  the  territory  of  Tir  Eogain,  ap- 
pears to  httvo  been  founded  about  tho  year«4544  According 
to  somo  writers,  this  sco  was  established  by  St.  Patrick  him- 
self,* who  afterwards  resigned  it  to  St.  Maccartfaen.  .  This, 
however,  is  a  groundless  improbable  assertion.     Its  first  bishop 

*  That  St  Pfttriok  luul  nciUier  iiiiitcrs  nor  ralatiTea  with  liijii  in  Treland  is 
evitlfiit  from  hia  own  wtmhi,  containml  in  bin  lottor  to  Comtioiii,  so  frtHiuently 
rofarrol  to.  "Nutniiniil  (luiyH  tlio  .SAint)  itine  Deo,  vel  Hccnn<liim  cant-im 
IliburinnH  vuni?  <juia  me  coin^tulit,  slIi^fttUR  Hpiritn  ut  noa  videiun  aliquum 
de  coKiiafcione  meaT"  Ami  in  hu  "  IVinfuMion"  he  cxiiroMee  an  nnlt^nt  wiith 
t<i  Ku  hiM  rrlativefi.  **  Non  iil  HOhim,  ued  eram  (iKuattw)  tiHquo  in  Galliaa 
visitaro  fratn'S,"  ftc.  Can  it,  moreover,  be  buiiikihwI  that  the  .Saint,  when 
untiring  on  hii  anlumnt  niiasion,  would  liave  brtniKnt  with  him  to  IrvUud  four 
•iHteia  and  a  numenaiH  train  of  relatione  T  Thi-  sUtry,  an  taken  n)t  hy  CVIffan 
and  othcrfi,  is,  bcMiden,  interwoven  with  moHt  incnn^hlo  cironmflt.int.-rA.  Ono.- 
«f  the  HiHtt^ni,  Dnrercn,  liad,  it  apiieuni,  Bevcnteeu  Bona,  who  wetv  all  hl'^hoiia, 
and  two'tlanxhten,  who  became  nnnH  ('fr.  Th.  p.  227) ;  while  another  ahtter, 
uamotl  Ti^ridia,  had  also  seventeen  mina,  who  liecanie  hii(ho|ja  or  prieata,  and 
five  danuhti-rs  nuns.  A  similar  narrative  is  ^iven  of  tito  otlier  two  sUters,  ami 
amun}4  the  wjiis  are  namei)  Kieran,  Hrendan,  t'olumb,  &lac4:artfaen,  and  othen, 
who  were  un(|nestional>Iy  descentletl  t>(  Iriith  liareiita.  I'sshcr  apiieanito  have 
countenanced  souie  of  thtw;  stories;  for  which  reason  they  have  tieen  ineanti. 
ously  received  hy  stime  with  a  denrec*  of  crodilnlitv.  In  those  ancient  times,  it 
was  customary  to  dnignatu  rvli>;ious  iiersons  l>y  the  aiiiH-llatitm  of  hrofhrrs  find 
tUltri,  and  hence  it  ia  probable  tho  mistake  originated  relative  tu  Darerea, 
Tisridia,  etc.,  who  were  eminent  saintly  women,  and  lived  in  the  days  of  8t. 
ratriek.  Darerea  lUed  A.  u.  51B,  Tigridia  at  a  Uter  |)«riod.—Puur  Mastersi  ^' 
A  A.  8S.  p  IK);  see  Ussher,  IV.  p.  824. 
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'wiu  St.  Maccarllion.  IIo  (wlonged  to  the  noble  family  of  th» 
Aroili  of  Dnlnrndia,  and  wns  one  of  tlie  oldest  disciples  of  St. 
I'ntrick.  Tlio  "  Acta  I'atricii,"  with  the  fragments  published 
by  Cnlean,  inform  us,  that  ha  lia<l  constantly  attended  as  a 
fellow-mboiircr  with  our  Apostle,  and  at  a  very  advanced  age 
was  appointed  by  him  bishop  of  Clogher.  Together  with  his 
cathedral,  he  liliewise,  by  the  directions  of  St.  Patrick,  laid 
the  foundation  of  a  monastery.  It  was  situatml  (as  the 
Uegister  of  Clogher  observes),  in  the  street  before  the  royal 
seat  of  Ergall.  Kocliad,  the  dynast  of  that  territory,  and  an 
obstinate  pagan  appears  to  have  given  considerable  opi>osition 
to  the  preaching  of  St.lklaccarthen  j  ho  was,  however,  ultnnatcly 
converted,  together  with  his  whole  family  anil  dependants. 
In  the  appendix  annexed  to  the  life  delivered  by  Colmin, 
tweiity-orte  saints  are  ennmeratud,  all  of  whom  belonged  to 
the  family  from  which  St.  Maccarthen  was  descended.  We 
lisvf  also  the  names  of  twelve  of  his  successors  in  the  see  of 
Clogher,  with  the  date  of  their  incuiiibcney,  commencing  with 
the  death  of  the  founder  and  ending  with  the  year  Uil8,  at 
which  time  Christian  0'>\furgair,  the  brother  of  St.  Malacliy, 
presided  over  this  diocess.f  St.  Maccarthen  died  on  the 
S!4th  of  March,  a.d.  S0(>,  and  was  interred  in  his  own  cathe- 
dral {  St  Tigcrnach,  bis  iumicdiate  successor,  Kxed  his  resi- 
dence at  Clones,  in  the  county  of  Monagh«n,t'etaining,  at  the 
same  time,  the  regular  a<iininistration  of  the  Church  of  Clogher. 
For  this  reason  he  has  been  styled  by  attt  annalists,  Fenla- 
crioeh,  that  is,  llie  man  of  the  two  dittrkltJi  This  great  Saint, 
like  his  predecessor,  was  of  princely  descent,  and  was  elevated 
to  the  epis<iO|)acy  at  the  request  of  St.  lirigid.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  monastcrv  of  Kosnat  in  Britain;  was  tjie 
founder  of  a  religious  establishment  at  Clones,  and  during  his 
government  of  the  diocese,  was  a  great  a<lin!rcr  of  learned 
men  and  a  promoter  of  literature.  The  events  connected  with 
this  diocoss  occupy  a  considerable  portion  of  the  ccclesiaMical 
history  uf  subseiiuent  times,  but  which  neither  the  facts  thom- 
Bclves  nor  chronological  arrangement  will  allow  as  in  this  pliwe 
to  anticipate. 

Tub  Skk  op  Emi.y  was  founde<l  by  St.  Ailbo,  about  the 
year  'JG4.§  IIo  was  a  native  of  Eliacli,  now  called  Eliogarty, 
in  Munster,  and  became  a  <  disciple  of  St,  Patrick  about  the 
year  445.  Ailbe  is  represented  by  some  writers,  as  having 
ofieit  a  bishop,  and  oseruising  episcopal  functions  in  Irehind, 

•  AA   sa  nt24thM»rch.        t  ITwher,  liid  Cliron 
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firovionsly  to  llio  nrrivnl  of'  St  Patrick.  This  statement, 
H'itideii  bciiis  onposoil  to  tlio  testimony  of  Pro»|>er,  Tiredien, 
nn<l  otIuT  niKti  niitlinritics,  bccoini':)  nitogetlirr  incre<libla 
wlien  tlio  imiHirtnnt  circiiinstanco  of  llie  chronology  itself  is 
taken  in«o  account.  It  is  evident  from  the  ilnnals  of  Ulster, 
of  Innisf:illen,  anil  otiier  unquestionalile  sources,  and  is  laiil 
down  ns  n  truth  ailniittoil  by  all,  that  Ailbu's  death  occurred 
in  the  year  Si!7.*  If,  then,  ho  had  been  a  bishop  in  Ireland 
before  the  arrival  of  St.  Patrick,  hctmust,  of  consequence,  have 
been  more  than  ninety-live  years  an  acting  prelate,  counting 
from  432,  the  }ear  in  which  8t.  Patrick  landed  in  the  country. 
Thi)  opinion  of  these  writers,  therefore,  cannot  be  received; 
atid  the  date  already  nienlioncd,  appears  to  be  the  most  cor- 
'reel  and  cunsistenti  Ailbe  lived  under  the  jiious  king  Aengus, 
and  having  erected  .Jiis  cathedral  on  a  convenient  site,  pre- 
sented to  him  by  that  monarch,  he  soon  after  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  a  monastery  and  college,  in  which  human  literatnre 
aiul  heavenly  science  were  sratuitouily  taught,  and  which 
was,  in  after  times,  frequantcd  by  scholars  from  nil  j>arts  of 
Euro|)e.  Among  the  numlwr  of  eminent  Irishmen  who  had 
received  their  education  under  St.  Ailbe,  we  may,  with  pro- 
iiriety,  mention  Colman  of  Dromore,  and  Newo*  of  Mungret. 
riie  monastic  rule  of  this  great  vKiint  is  extant.  Such  were 
the  virtues  of  Ailbe,  and  so  profound  the  veneration  in  which 
he  was  held  by  both  prince  and  people,  that  ho  was  looked 
upon  as  another  St'Patrick  and  considered  a  second  patron 
of  Munster.  Desirous  to  avoid  the  respect  which  was  shown 
him,  Ailbe  determined  to  retire  to  the  island  of  Tyle  (Ice- 
land), lie  departed  with  a  great  number  of  his  tnoiiks;  the 
king,  however,  unwilling  that  him.self  and  his  subjects  should 
be  dei)rived  of  the  eminent  services  of  so  great  a  man,  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  return  to  Kmly.  The  monks,  to  the  number 
of  twenty-two,  were  allowed  to  pfoceed  on  their  journey,  and 
thus  did  the  Church  of  Ireland,  even  at  this  early  |tcriod,  send 
forth  and  scatter  its  light  among  the  benighted  lulmbitants  of 
other  and  disttnt  lands.  During  the  incumbency  of  Ailbe,  a 
synod  was  held  in  Cashel,  at  which  the  king,  together  with 
the  chiefs  of  the  Desii,  attended.  St.  Dcclan  of  Animoro  with 
others  were  likewise  present;  and  several  wholesome  decrees 
regarduig  morals  and  ecclesiastical  disciiilino  were  enacted.f 
St.  Ailbe  died  a.u.  fiiT,  and  has  been  ucservcdly  numbered 
among  tlie  Fathers  of  the  Irish  Church. 

Tus  Skb  or  ELniiH,  situated  in  a  district  of  Connaught, 

•SniU>uWm,*dop  8.  Pstr.       f  Ware,  Antiq.  o.  89.  ' 
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railed  Machaire  Connaehl,  or   tlio   plain  of  Connaiight,  and 

fiiven  to  St.  Patrick  hy  One,  a  chieftain  of  tlic  lly-Brnncii, 
ad  for  iu  finit  biHhnp  8t,  Asacns,  a  man  nf  a  most  auatcre 
and  penitential  life.*  Asacu.i,  a»  well  an  the  fathers  alreiuly 
nMiced,  lioil  been  ranked  among  the  earliest  disciples  of  St. 
Patrick,  and  most  probably  had  accompanied  our  Saint  during 
his  travels  and  liibnrious  mission  in  the  province  of  Con- 
nought.  Hence  it  is  that  ho  has  obtained  a  distinguished 
rank  among  the  forty  disciples  of  St.  Patrick,  as  recorded  in 
th(>  ancient  list  of  1  irechen.  When  St.  Patrick  had  arrived 
at  the  territory  of  Elphin  (Oilfinn)  in  the  plain  Machairf,  he 
appointed  Asacus,  then  a  simple  priest,  to  superintend  the 
missionary  concerns  of  that  district.f  Hero  the  saint  con- 
tinued for  some  years,  and,  by  his  preaching  and  powerful 
example,  became  an  instrument  in  tlift  ways  of  Providence 
fur  the  conversion  of  vast  numbprs  of  the  inhabitants.  Wo 
have  alreaily  stated,  that  in  the  year  455  St.  Patrick  had 
laid  the  foundation  of  his  cathedral  church  at  Armagh; 
A-sacus,  who,  it  appears,  had  been  nn  excellent  artist,  ex- 
pressed an  anxious  desire  to  co-o|)orate  in  this  noble  under- 
taking, and  prayed  that  he  might  be  allowed  to  ossist  in 
completing  and  beautifying  the  buililing.  Having  been  ac- 
cordingly selected,  he  superintended  the  erection  of  the 
church,  and  s|>ent  a  considerable  time  in  making  the  sacred 
vessuls  ajid  other  furnitifre  rei|uisite  for  the  sanctuary.}  Not 
many  years  after  this  occurrence,  ho  was  consecrated  and 
placed  over  the  see  of  Elphin.  The  year  of  his  consecration 
nas  not  been  ascertained;  but  it  appears  to  have  been,  in  all 
irobability,  about  the  year  4(!5.  St.  Asiicus  founded  a  ccle- 
irated  nuinastery  and  college  at  KIphiii,  which,  both  in  his 
time  and  in  after  ages,  was  frequented  by  numbers  of  stu- 
dents, a^d  has  been  justly  rankeii  among  the  ancient  literary 
in.stitutions  of  the  kingdom.  After  a  laborious  incumbency 
of  many  years,  his  great  love  of  retirement  induced  him  to 
withdraw  from  his  diocese,  and  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his 
days  to  prayer  and  solitude.  He  accordingly  repaired  to  the 
mountain  of  Sliove-league,  in  Donegal,  and  amidst  the  awful 
recesses  of  this  solitary  sjwt,  ho  fixed  his  abode;  but  was  at 
length  discovered  by  a  number  of  his  affectionate  disciples  § 
These  faithful  follower?,  having  in  vain  implored  him  to 
abandon  the  resolution  which  he  nail  formed,  had  now  deter- 
mined on  leading  an  ascetic  life,  and  placed  themselves  under 

•  Wuni,  Bi«lioi».  ;  t,l.  1  2,  c.  44 
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Iiin  fiiiritual  diit'ctiiin.  On  tliia  dciuilatu  and  nolibiry  mountain, 
tlio  auint,  attended  liy  liis  brethren,  ended  his  mortal  career. 
The  year  of  his  death  hag  not  been  stated  hy  any  of  our 
annahsta,  but  his  decease  is  marked  ut  the  27th  of  April.* 
His  rcnuina  wore  interred-  at  a  place  called  Ilath-cunso,  in 
the  present  liiv/ony  of  Tyrhugh,  and  county  of  Donogal.f  Of 
the  acLi,  or  even  of  the  naniea  of  his  successors,  wo  l\ave  no 
certain  record,  until  the  twelfth  century,  nt  which  period 
UouinaUt  O'Uublmi  luid  presided  over  the  see  of  Kliihin. 

Thr  skb  of  Comnur,  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  had  for  iU 
first  bishop  St.  ^ngus  Maonisse;  but  the  precise  vear  of  its 
foundation  remains  involved  in  great  obscurity.  It  ap|iears, 
however,  to  liavo  boon  founded  about  the  closo  of  the  fifth 
eorttury.  .Aingus  Mneniaao  Was  a  member  i>(  an  ancient 
and  powerful  sept  in  Diilricdii,  and  agreeably  to  a  custom 
which  then  previiiled  in  many  uf  the  Irish  districts,  he 
adopted  the  name ")f  his  uiotlier,  Nisa,  whence  he  was  gene- 
rally denominated  .Mninisso,  or  MacAi.'ie.}  St.  I'atrick,  <luring 
his  mission  in  Ualricdn,  had  taken  Macniso  under  his  special 
Ciue,  and  after  some  time  placcil  him  under  the  "uidance  ol' 
St.  Olcan,  the  learned  abbot  and  bishop  of  Ibthmuighe,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim.  Aocordinjj  to  the  Salamantine  copy,  pro- 
•luced  by  the  Kollandi.sts,  Macmse  was  consecrated  bishop  by 
8t.  Patrick,  after  which  ho  |)rocceded  on  a  journey  to  Rome 
and  from  thence  to  Jerusalem.  Here  he  remained  for  soma 
lime,  and  on  his  return  to  Uume  was  received  by  both  clergy 
and  |>eople  with  peculiar  nuirks  of  veneration.  During  Lis 
residence  in  Rome  he  ordained  some  bishops,  and  many  priests 
and  deacons,  ami  on  his  return  to  Ireland  was  |)rosented  with 
various  relics  of  St.  Thomas  and  ^ther  a|)Ostles,  together 
witli  an  abundance  of  gold  and  silver  vessels  requisite  for  the 
use  of  the  sanctuary.  Soon  after  ho  had  reached  his  native 
country,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  a  monastery  at  Oonnor,  and  ' 
appears  to  have,  about  the  same  period,  established  his  seo  in 
that  place.  St.  Maoniso  is  represented  as  a  man  of  very  exalted* 
sanctity ;  he^is  said  to  liavo  wrought  many  miracles,  and  had 
been  endowed  with  the  gift  of  priiphecy.  Our  annalists  have 
not  agreed  as  to  the  year  of  his  death,  but  it  may,  according 
to  the   most  ^probable  account,  bo  drited  at  a.d.  507.§     The 

•  ('t>l>pin  »-iuj  ,.f  njiiiiion  tliat  fSL  .Xsactw  of  Hphin,  nirat  h.-ivo  Itwii  the 
Buino  |icrsoii  lui  the  A«M\niii(  mt'iilioned  in  tli«  Martyrology  of  Miirinii  Oormaa  ; 
111  which  L-aso  the  luitahH  ataudii  ut  the  271h  of  April  Dr  Hhiiiild  hu  he  the 
AHBinuH  refem^  to  iu  the  Kiiiie  nmrtynilogy,  tlio  fwHt  munt  then  lx<  couune- 
iii.riiUMl  on  tilt'  l»t  uf  Mujl,  urou  the  ItHhof  July.— Kee  AA.  S.S.  p  114. 
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deccaM!  of  tfie  saint  is  marked  at  tlio  3rd  of  September.  Rv 
ordors  of  Clemont  XII,  a  proper  Maw,  as  well  for  tlii«  festival 
m  for  tliosu  of  iieveral  other  patron  saints  of  Ireland,  was 
edited,  at  I'arin,  by  Nicholas  Anthony  O'Konny,  prothonotary 
apostolic,  in  1734.*  The  soo  of  Connor  was  united  to  that 
of  Down  in  the  fifteenth  century,  under  Eugene  IV.t 

Tub  skb  of  KiLOARKt  appears  to  have  been'  indebted  for  its 
foundation  to  the  celebrated  nunnery,  established  by  St.  Brigid 
in  that  plai'c.§  The  .sanctity  of  the  saint,  and  the  excellence 
of  her  institute,  attracted  vast  multitudes  to  her  establishment, 
so  that  ill  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  it  became  very  extensive,  and 
Kildaro  liirincd  what  in  thoscdays  might  bo  called  a  considerable 
and  populous  town.  This  circumstance  it  was  which  induced 
St.  lirigid  to  make  apniication  for  the  ap'|iointment  of  a  bishop. 
iler  rei)ueitt  was  complied  with,  and  Conlaith  or  Conlian,  a  man 
of  retirement  and  sanctitj-,  was  the  person  selected.  Tliis  holy 
man  had,  for  years  previously,  led  an  ascetic  life,  in  a  solitory 
ajiot  on  the  south  bank  of  the  )  Jflby  ;||  his  virtueswerc  eminently 
admired  by  St.  Iiri<>i<i,  and  agreeably  to  her  desire,  ho  was  re- 
moved from  his  favorite  retifcmcnt,  and  advanced  to  the  epis- 
copal dignity.  Conlaith  was  accordingly  the  first  bishop  of 
Kildaru,  and  was  consecrutcd  about  the  year  iW.  It  wouhl 
appear  from  Cogitosus,  that  this  ceremony  had  been  conducted 
with  nioro  than  usuid  iij^gnificencc,  aTTK  n  as  attended  by  many 
.  of  the  ancient  and  sainted  Fathers  of  the  Irish  Church.^  Ficch, 
bishop  of  SIctty,  Ibar  of  Bog-erin;  Krcus  of  Slanc,  Maccajcus 
of  lly-falgia,  in  the  King's  county,  Bronus  of  Cussel-irra,  in 
Sligo,  and  other  prelates  alluded  to  by  that  author,  attended 
on  that  solemn  occasion.  The  ailiiilnistration  of  St.  Conlaith 
was  marked  with  great  wisilom,  and  during  liisj[ncambcncy,  the 
diocese  of  Kildare  obtained  a  high  rank  among  the  episcopal 
sees  of  Ireland.  Atuhis  time,  however,  it  was  not,  as  some 
writers  a.s8ert,  the  ecclesiastical  mctro|)oli8  of  tlio  province,  nor 
had  its  prelate  the  title  of  archbishop.  It  certainly  enjoyed  that 
dignity  at  a  later  period,  and  after  the  title  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  it  from  the  see  oC  Ferns ;  but  at  the  time  of  which  wo 
are  now  treating,  that  distinction  belonged,  witMut  doubt,  to 
the  SCO  of  Sletty.**  The  cathedral  church  of  Kildnre,  which, 
iie.\t  to  Arinai^b,  was,  in  those  ilays,  tli«  most  extensive  and 
beautiful  in  the  kingdom,  had,  it  apjiears,  belonged  conjointly 
/ 

*  lUJIand  t  .See  cent  XV.  c  2-    *  . 

;  Su  va\U-A  (n>ni  Kill  (rett  or  utinrcli.)  util  Bnire,  which  lignitieii  ,Nik,  ttinr^ 
having'  Kvu  a  very  lii^li  ttak  truv  uti  the  niU"-  where  the  cl^urch  wu  built 

H  I'ligitwuH.  Sccouil  Life,  I'rulu^.  ||  Ft'iirtli  Life,  I  '2,  *••  111. 
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lH>tli  to  tlio  iiiiniiory  of  St.  liri^ij  and  to  tlio  dioccaan.  Hc- 
ynnd  the  sanctuary,  tlio  grvat  oiaJo  wiu  divided  by  n  |>artitinn ; 
tlio  bialiiiii  and  Ilia  clergy  entered  the  cliurcli  by  a  door  on  the 
the  north  side,  while  the  entrance  foi^  the  abliesa  and  her 
cummuiiily  wna  situated  towards  tho  south.  It  has  been 
gratuitously  asserted  that  St  llrigi<l  and  her  successors  had, 
for  many  years,  been  investeil  witli  itirisdiction  over  the  sec;* 
but  this  niisstatoment  has  most  |iriil)ably  eniaimted  from  the 
circumstance  of  the  cxiicnses  of  the  cathedral  having  been 
usuallv  defrayed  out  of  the  funds  of  the  nunnery.  .On  the 
other  liand,  it  is  said  that  St.  Conhiith  had  authority,'  not  only 
over  the  nunnery  of  St.  Drigid,  in  Kildarc,  but  also  over  all 
the  chui'clies  and  communities  belonging  to  her  institute 
throughout  IrehinJ.  This  stutemciit,  however,  proceeds  solely 
from  the  unwarranted  testim<jpy  of  Cogitosus.  }Io  was  an 
ecclesiastii;  of  that  diocese,  and  had,  it  may  be  presumed, 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  exalt  tho  privileges 
of  his  native  see.t  Nqjwithstaiidinj;  the  rep'.-ated  ravages  of 
tho  Danish  wars  in  tins  |«rt  of  Ireland,  the  names  of  tho 
Kuccessurs  of  St.  C^oiilaith  have  been  carefully  handed  down 
to  us.  An  unbroken  series  of  prelates,  amounting  to  thirty- 
live,  governed  this  sec,  from  the  time  of  its  foundation  down 
to  tho  n>ar  1 100,  at  which  pcrioil  Aiil  O'lleromon  was  consti- 
tuteil  bishop  of  Kildare  t  St.  Conlaith,  after  a  life  of  zeal  and 
apostolic  labours,  died  the  3rd  of  May,  i.d.  519. 

Itesides  these  episcopal  sees,  which  continue  to  flourish  even 
to  this  day,  tlkore  were  various  other  places  over  which  bishops 
had  been  stationed  in  this  century, — towns  and  districts,  at 
that  |)eriod,  of  great  celebrity,  but  which,  through  the  revo- 
lution of  time,  are  now  reduced  to  comparative  insignificance. 
Many  of  them  in  fact  exhibit  nothing  but  the  scattered  ruins 
of  their  former  grandeur,  or  [lerliaps  the  solitary  name  of  the 
holy  men  by  whose  learning,  sanctity,  and  wonderful  labours 
they  had  in  their  d.'\y  been  rendered  great  and  illustrious. 

Among  these  may  bu  classed  the  sek  of  Slbttt,  in  the 
Queen's  county,  and  on  the  borders  of  the  county  of  Carlow. 
It  was  governed  by  the  venerable  Ficeh§  Ueq-Lrin,  or  little' 
Ireland,  an  island  on  the  coast  of  Wexford,  over  which  St. 

•  .Sm  {i)l«Mii  Tr.  Th.  p.  827- 

t  iJiiriDg  tho  eighth  ccutury.  wlmn  Cof^tnaufl  flmiriHhed,  the  l>iHhoi«  of  KU. 
ilan:  t'njoywi  thw  titly  of  ar\'h1>i..,lifilis  uf  tho  province  (a  mark  of  hooorary 
iliktiliction,  which  had  l>cci)  traii:;fcrn?4l  tynm  Fcrnti),  ami  had,  at  tho  samti  timu, 
a  tlegrvo  of  jiiriaihctifm  over  tho  ituuncrioa  of  .St  Bngiil  aitiiated  iu  Lotulter; 
Ixit  u'e'  havo  |to  authority  whtt^'ver  for  j^lieTing  that  thiH  |frivil«f(e  4i*d 
rxtfiiidcd  to  any  of  thp  other  provinces  of  the  kin^doDl. 

I  Wiiro,  RiahoiMi.        J|  Soo  c.  iii  Fiech. 
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Ibar  prcsi<lu(l.*  Louth,  wliich  was  placed  uiulcr  tlic  direction 
of  tlic  lc'urn«d  anil  vimernblo  Moctliuiiii.t  Antbim,  wlioro  St 
Moclmy  presided.)  Uatii-colpiitiia,  nenr  Dowpi  committed 
to  St  rossacli,  the  prolate  from  whom  St.  Palriok  received 
the  last  sacrament*.  Hv-RAUiu,  in  the  King's  countV,  placed 
iiniler  the  jurisdiction  rff  St.  Muculeus,  from  whom  St.  iirijfid 
roet'ived  the  veil.  Okah,  in  Itosronunon,  where  Cuthccus  had 
Ihjcm  stationeil  after  years  of  wonderful  niissionnry  laliour. 
Wrbi-Casiiki.,  in  Slijjo,  governed  hy  Ht..Hronu8.  Kath- 
CDNOA,  in  thu  county  of  Doncj^al,  had  8t.  llitlieus  for  its 
bishop.  Ratii-muigiik,  in  tl#  comity  of  Antrim,  was  <lirecled 
by  St.  Olcan.§  The  celebrated  skk  of  Dulkkk,  in  the  county 
of  Meatli,  was  founded  by  St.  Kienan,  who  |)resided  over  its 
administration  fur  a  number  of  years.  Dona-I'atrick,  in  the 
county  of  Galwuy,  was  consigned  to  thocaro  of  St.  Falcrtus. 
TiiK  »KK  OF  Slank,  in  tho  county  of  Meath,  Vcnernble  for  its 
^  Hnti(|uily,  but  much  more  for  the  great  cliaructcr  of  its  bi.shop, 
^  was  placed  under  the  guidance  of  St.  Urcus ;  and  the  famcil 
SKK  o»  Abiimouk,  in  tho  martial  territory  of  the  Desii  (county 
of  Waterford),  was,  in  the  fifth  century,  governed  by  tho 
learned  and  holy  Decinn  ||  The  solitary  ruins  of  its  onco 
celebrated  cathedml,  w|tli  its  rouni  tower  hanging  upon  an 
eminence  over  the  ocean,  stand,  in  tho  nineteenth  century,  an 
existing  monument  of  the  piety  and  religious  spirit  of  our 
forefathers,  and  uffiird  to  the  imssing  traveller  a  glim|)»e  of 
those  happy  ilays,  when  Ireland,  in  her  glory  and  indepen- 
dence, I'earcd  up  and  adorneil  her  altars  at  home,  and  after- 
wards erected  and  adorned  others  in  tho  land  of  tho  distant 
stranger.       ^J 

After  this  brief  clns-siikation  of  tho  sees  of  Ireland  founded 
in  the  fifth  century,  the  mona,steries — the  religious  and  literary 
instutions  \thicli  constitute  the  glory  and  ornament  of  tho 
country,  next  chiillengo  our  attention.-  Some  of  these  had 
been  erected  bjitho  converted  princes  of  tho  nation,  but  most 
of  them  by  the  zeal  and  unremitted  labour  of  great  and  holy 
men,  whom  Proviilencc  had  raiseil  up  us  instruments  for  tho 
acoainplisbiiidnt  of  its  own  grand  designs-  * 

'riie  rules  by  which  the  ancient  monasteries  of  Ireland  had 
been  governed,  were,  in  all  probability,  cojiied  after  the  con- 
stitutions of  the  houses  of  Tours,  and  the  monastic  establish- 
ment of  Lerins,  in  which  places  St.  Patrick  hadjeceived  hii 
education,  ilence  we  find  that,  similar  to  Tours  and  Lerins, 
sehuols  of  science  nere  attached  to  each  monastery,  and  besides. 

•  Soc  cent  iii.  Il«r.  t  **«"  "x'  "•  '•""tli'. '         ;  Tr.  Th.  p.  MS. 

§  See  cent  iii.  Olfftii.  1!  Si-e  cent.  iii.  k>oclftn« 


38  KCCI.I4IA11ICAI.W9T(IBT  uriRUJtXD. 

tho  usual  iiolcmn  vowa,  and  tlio  observance  of  a  contemplative 
life,  tho  Irish  monks  wore  likewise  obliged  to  fay  particular 
attention  to  n4iat  inny  be  termed  the  active  and  practical 
duties.  They  had  in  many  instances  to  attend  to  tho  cure  of 
souls — to  the  conversion  and  instruction  of  ttio  people,  and  to 
the  (lill'uslon  of  general  anil  useful  knowledge.  The  following 
are  some  of  thu  principal  uionaatic  foundations  of  tho  iiftn 
century.  ' 

TiiK  M0SA8IEHT  OF  Emlt,*  Qpce  a  place  of  celebrity,  but 
now  a  Inero  village  and-a  scene  of  dcsolution,  was  founded  by 
St.  Ailbe.  It  was  situated  on  tho  borders  of  a  beautiful  lake, 
and  was  surrounded  by  a  delightful  and  roniantic  country. 
The  lake,  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres,  bus  since  been 
dried  up,  while  tho  abbey,  after  having  been  eleven  times 
plundered  and  dotiiolished  by  the  Danes,  was  suti'erod  to  fall 
into  decay,'soon  after  the  arrivarof  the  English.  There  were 
six  hundred  students  at  one  timo  in  the  schools  of  Endy;  in 
which  (siiys  an  ancient  writer)  the  sciences,  together  with  the 
knowledge  of  heavenly  truths,  were  gratuitously  taught. 

TuK  MOKAaTEBT  OF  Ahdmobb,  in  tlio  county  of  VVatcrford, 
and  in  tho^barMiy  of  Decies-within-Drum,  liad  St.  Declaii 
fur  its  founder.  This  abbey  had  sufl'ered  tho  same  fate  with 
that  of  Emiy,  and  the  lust  abbot. Ktigcnc,  is  marked  as  a 
subscribing  wittiest  to  the  charter  granted  to  the  monastery 
oRSt.  Finbar  in- Cork,  by  Dermot  king  of  Munstor,  in  ll74.t 

Tub  MOHiBTEBT  OF  IIkq-kbin,  in  an  island  to  the  north  of 
the  harbour  of  Wcxfonl,  was  founded  by  St.  Ibar.  The> 
saint  and  founder  of  this  abbey  (says  Colgan)  was  versed  in 
the  knowledge  not  only  of  the  holy,  word,  but  moreover  in 
worldly  science.  Tho  doctrine  of  magnitude  was  taught  in 
his  holy  retreat,  and  made  applicable  to  licuVenly  purposes; 
and  scholars  in  countless  numbers  came  and  lived  in  and  near 
the  monastery,  where  they  (tore  taught  without  expense  the 
hidden  truths  regarding  God  and  man. J  These  three  estab- 
lishments having  declineil  and  perished  much  about  the  same 
period,  are  liure  merely  noticed  in  regular  succession.  Wo 
now  come  to  those  wliieli,  after  suniving  tho  fury  of  the 
Danes,  and  continuing  to  a  later  period,  sunk  at  lengtli  amiilst 
thvgeneral  ruin  and  national  wreck  of  the  sixteenth  century. 

TiiK  MOMAGTEBT  OF  A11.MAOII,  was  founded  by  the  great 
apostle  of  the  nation,  and  had  for  many  ages  ranked  amongst 
the  most  celebmUid  ecclesiastical  establishments  of  the  Christian 
wcrld.§    The  grcafschool  of  this  monasterV  was  afterwiir.ls 

•  Ctmilty  ot  '£i|>pc;-ary  am\  in  tho  b.iroiiy  itf  (.'latfWitnAm. 
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ronductml  by  St  Ilonignus.  In  procuu  of  time  it  bocame 
iimnxingly  extonaivc,  bihI  ho  grcnt  was  ita  rcpatatiun,  tlint 
•c)iolan  flocked  to  Armagh,  not  only  frnm  Britain,  but  from 
■linoat  all  nation*  uf  thi.-  continent.  In  cnnAC(|Ucnce  of  thii 
vast  conflux  of  strangers,  the  (;ityof  Arinflgli  branched  out,  in 
u  few  eonturii's,  to  a  great  extent.  In  the  eloventli  century  it 
was  pirtioned  into  four  divisions,  one  of  wliich,  called  the 
Trian-Suxon,  was  inhabited  almost  exclusively  bv  Englisli 
students,  wlio  had  resorted  thither  for  the  purpose  of  receiving 
their  education.  The  rulo  of  the  Canons  Regular  of  St. 
Angiutino  waa  introduceil  by  Imar,  the  master  of  St.  Malachy, 
in  the  commcnceineitt  of  Iho  twelfth  century,  at  which  time 
its  great  church  wns  rebuilt,  and  dedicated  to  8t.  Peter  and 
St.  rnul.*  Its  abbots  continued  in  regular  succession  until 
the  time  of  Klizahulli,  when  James  O'Donnelly  was  prior,  and 
the  lasl  8U|ierior  of  this  venerable  religious  foundation.  Its 
possessions,  arising  from  I>equc9ts  and  other  sourt-es,  worn  im- 
mense. Itythe  inquisition  which  was  taken  in  1537, it  was  found 
to  iMMscss  upwards  of  two  Hundred  and  fortv  town-lands  in 
various  counties,  together  with  their  tithes  and  altcrages.  Of 
these,  twenty  were  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Clonkarney, 
Cloiikoughroso,  and  '^'i^aghy ;  besides  various  other  i)ro|K'rty 
comprised  within  the  town  of  Ar|iiagli.  This  esbiblishment 
wus  remarkable  for  its  attention  to  the  destitute;  a  considera- 
ble part  of  the  possessions  having  been,  by  order  of  the 
donors,  ciinstadtly  devoted  to  the  sacred  ami  noble  purposes  of 
Christian  benevolence.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  this  asylum 
for  the  po<ir  was  closed  for  ever.  Both  the  priory  and  ita 
possessions  were  seized  upon  by  Elizabeth,  and  nilerwurds  sold 
to  Sir  Toby  Caultield,  at  a  stipulated  aunual  renf.t 

Tub  honastbrt  or  S«dl,  in  the  county  of  Down,  anjl 
barony  of  Lccale,  was  founded  by  St.  Patrick.  This  monas- 
tery was  the  favourite  retreat  of  our  saint  after  the  unremitted 
labours  of  his  apostleship;  hero  also  he  breathed  his  last,  on 
the  17tli  of  March,  a.d.  465.  It  was  governed  by  eminent 
and  holy  men  until  I52f>,  when  the  last  abbot  Ulaisiie,  son  of 
llu(fl\  Mucgennis,  was  massacred,  and  shortly  after  the  monu- 
ments of  Saints  Patrick,  Brigid,  and  Colunibkillo  were  sacri- 
legiously profaned,  while  the  church  itself  wiu  burned  to  the 
ground  by  the  notorious  Grey,  then  lord  deputy  of  Ireland. 
The  possessions  of  tliis  abbey  were  granted  by  Henry  VIII 
to  Gerald  earl  of  Kildare.t 

TuK  MONASTKRV  OF  DowMPATHicK  had  St.  I'atrick   for  its 

•  Sec  loiit.  «ii.  c.  2.  t  l-<«l((«.  V"l.  .1,  p.  8ft.  1  Ami.  eflli:"". 
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fouiKlgr,  and  bccamo  in  luccevding iigea  univorully  celebrated. 
The  name*  and  acta  of  ita  abboti  have  not  boon  carefully  re- 
corded until  about  the  year  1183,  when  tlie  Uenodictines  were 
introduced,  liiivins  bein;;  brought  by  John  lie  Courcey,  from 
tbe  abbey  of  St.  Worbujjli,  in  Clicstcr.*  In  this  entcrpriiing 
~)  It'ttder,  the  monnatcry  of  Oownfiatricli  found  an  attentive  and 
a  powerinl  benefactor.  lie  endowed  it  with  various  and 
niii|ilu  |>(iKHv9iti<ing,  which  were  afterwards  considerably  aug- 
mented by  the  intlucnce  and  l>envvolent  donations  of  Malachy, 
biahop  of  Downt  The  recollections  of  ita  founder,  and  of  ita 
ancient  national  imjHirtnnce,  wore,  however,  unable  to  rescue 
it  from  thoao  niano|>olizing  enactments  which  disgraced  the 
lurliunients  of  the  fourteenth  century.  In  13SU,  it  was  enacted 
timt  no  nicru  Irishman  should  be  admitted  to  make  bis  profes- 
sion in  this  abbey 4  At  this  (H'riod  the  prior  of  Uownpatrick 
sat  as  u  boron  in  parliament.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  when 
the  work  of  coiiitscation  commenced,  this  abbey  was  Ibund  to 
|H)»5e»8,  among  other  projMjrty,  twenty-eight  parcels  of  land, 
each  iNircel  containing  a  carucato  or  bullyboe,  all  of  which  was 
situated  in  the  county  of  Down.  Tlieso  poasosswns.^ogetbcr 
with  other  property  attaclied  to  thto>4jstablisbnientr<>f  Uismullin 
and  Ballybogrin,  in  the  county  of  Moatfif^nd  to  the  |bbeys  of 


with  other  property  attaclied  to  thto>4jstablisbnientr<>f  Uismullin 
and  Ballybogrin,  in  the  county  of  Moatfif^iid  to  the  ab 
Iiiclie,  Saiili  (jiay,  and  Itangor,  in  the  county  of  Do]|n,  along 


with  the  Franciscan  convent  and  abbeys  of  St.  John  and  St 
Tluiinas,  in  the  town  of  Down,  were  all  granted  to  Gerald 
earl  of  Kildare.§ 

TiiK  uoNABTKHY  OF  DuLEKK  (Daimliliag,  which  aignifies  a 
house  of  atone),  in  the  county  of  Meath,  was  founded  by  St. 
Kienan  (Cennunus),^bout  the  year  470.  The  saint  himself 
was  a  native  of  Mratli;  was  descended  of  a  noble  family, 
and  when  an  infant,  was  baptized  by  St.  Patrick.  The  estab- 
lishment of  Ilia  sec  at  Duleek  about  the  year  472  was,  in 
purauance  of  the  cxnm|>le  set  by  other  prelates,  accompanied 
by  the  foundation  of  this  celebrated  monastery.  To  it,  like- 
wise, a  school  was  attached,  while  the  zjal  of  its  founder,  and 
die  encouragement  with  which  ho  received  the  admirers  of 
literature  within  ita  walls,  bad  raised  it,  at  this  early  period, 
to  the  rank  of  a  rival  institution  with  ihat  of  Armagh.  St. 
Kienan  has  written  a  life  of  St.  Patrick,  which  was  greatly 
admired.  He  died  on  the  24th  of  Movcmbec,  a.d.  489  |  This 
leiienible  retreat  of  sanctity  was,  at  six  difierent  jieriods, 
sacked  and  plundered  by  the  Danes.      In  1171,  Myles  Cogan, 
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It  the  howl  of  an  En^^liiih  party,  committoil  frislitful  dtwtruc- 
tion  within  ita  tnnctuary ;  but  the  Danca  of  Dublin,  whom 
I'roviilonce  hutl  now  raiivd  up  oa  a  acourge  agninat  the  invadera, 
fell  auddunly  upon  Coguii  and  hi«  truogM,  and* took  ample 
aatiafactluii  for  tlio  outragca  which  had  been  cominitt<Hl. 
After  tliu  la|>!K)  of  t-lovcn  yunn,  thia  oattihli^liiiient  was  rubuilt 
at  lliu  t'X|)cnae  of  Hugh  ilo  Lncy,  at  which  time  the  rulua  of 
the  Canuna  Uegular  of  St.  Augustinu  wuru  introduced,  and  it 
waa  moroovur  made  aniijvct  to  thu  prinry  of  Lanthuny,  near 
(iloucoator.  Ita  priora  continued  until  the  perioii  of  the 
general  aupprusaion,  when  ita  |HHaeasiuna,  conaiating  of  oighty- 
thruc  townlnnds,  bvcnnio  a  aacriflcu  |o  the  contiacatnig  fury  of 
the  timuii.  Tliuau  landa  were  included  in  thu  following  rec- 
toriea:  the  rectory  of  Stamullen,  Ardcath,  Marrc,  tilonal- 
waiae,  Macctown,  Dowlh,  Tymollo;  Kilnicaaan,  .Jtathkenny ; 
Uathc<)nncll,in  the  county  of  VVestmcntJi ;  Outlutown-Delvin, 
Killowan,  Creganatown,  Kilcarvun,  Dulcek,  part  of  the 
rectory  of  Muningar,  Nnll,  Duniruth,  Onillagh  and  Cologe, 
buaidca  varioua  property  aituatcd  in  Mullingor,  Duleek  and 
other  tqwna.  These  immcnae  ixiaacaaiona  were  granted  to  Sir 
Gerald  .Moore.* 

TuK  MONASTKBY  OF  LouTii,  which,  in  after  timea,  became 
not  onty  thu  seat  of  literature  but  moreover  an  open  and 
friendly  oayluni  for  thu  poor,  was  indebted  to  St.  Mucteua  for 
its  fouudatiou.  This  hulj[  man  waa  a  liriton,  and  after  having 
8|)cnt  many  ycara  aa  a  cunipaniun,  with  St.  Patrick  in  his 
miaaionary  laboimi,  he  waa  conaecrated  biiihop,  and  eatablished 
his  ruaidtuicu  ut  Luuth.t  It  would  appear  that  the  monaatcry 
of  whicvwo  arc  treating  hud  not  buon  founded  until  some 
short  time  after  the  death  of  our  apostle,  and  that  th6 
founder,  who  U  generally  designated  in  oi#  annals  by  the 
term  tomim'u^  had  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  on(^hundred 
years.  Gratimous  oducatiun  forms  a  prominent  object  in  those 
various  and  sublime  plans  which  Alocteus  hml  contemplated 
for  thu  general  conversion  and  happiness  of  the  Irish  nation. 
The  schools  bf  Louth  became  on  that  account  celebrated ;  and 
it  is  recorded,  that  one  hundred  bishopa  and  three  hundred 
priests,  distinguished,  for  learning  and  sanctity,  had  received 
their  educition  within  its  sacred  walls}  It  was  several  times 
pillaged  by  the  Danes,  while  the  native  chieftains  themsi'lves, 
in  their  unfortunate  struggles  against  each  other,  scrupled  not 
to  exhaust  their  vengeance  on  the  literary  retreats  and  conse- 
crated sanctuaries  of  this  venerable  establishment.     In  1148, 
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it  wu  rebuilt  by  I)()nclia(l  O'Kervaill,  (U'Ciirroll,)  i>riiico  iif 
OrKivl,  and  B<laii  U'Kolly,  bishop  of  Ologhrr,  an(l  adc>iite<t 
the  riilu  (>r  the  Canons  Regular  of  St.  Au^jusline.*  From 
thia  poriocl  its  priors  continuwl  in  unhn)k(in  succeMion  until 
tlio  year  1540,  when  John  Wile  was  l»«t  [.rior,  ami  iu  exteii- 
srvc  |K>Hac'uions  (thu  outline  of  which  »lmll  lie  roservrd  for  the 
sixteenth  century)  Iweanie  involved  in  the  soneral  wreck,  and 
wen-  afterwards  granted  to  Sir  Oliver  IMnnKot.t 

Tiiii  MomsTiiHr  or  Cumiikr  was,  according  to  soma  ac- 
counts, founded  by  St.  I'atrick ;  it  appears,  however,  much 
more  probable  that  it  had  been  establishod  by  St.  Maccarthcn, 
and  liad  been  altouelhcr  coeval  with  the  see.  It  wns«rccteit 
under  the  invocation  of  the  iilcsscd  Virgin,  and  continued 
for  many  years  a  culobrated  niirscry  of  learned  and  holy  men. 
Its  princiiuil  benefactors  wore  Christian  O'Morgnir,  the  brother 
of  St.  Mulachy,  and  Matthew  Mnc  Cutasaid,  who  hud  been 
bialiai)  of  the  see  in  1316,  and  at  his  oyn  expenHO  erected  a 
ca|iulla  immediately  over  the  sepulchre  of  St.  Maccarthen. 
During  the  two  successive  conflagrations  of  1895  and  139(i, 
this  splendid  cstabluhment  was  almost  laid  waste,  but  was  after- 
wards rebuilt  on  n  uioro  extensive  scale  and  in  a  style  of  still 
su|)erior  nrngniKcence.  At  the  time  of  the  general  suppres- 
sion, this  mAiastery  sliarcd  the  same  fate  with  the  other  reli- 
gious foundations  of  the  kingdom.  We  have  no  precise 
account  of  its  possessions;  it  is  certain,  however,  that  in  1010, 
they  had  been  annexed  by  James  I.  to  the  see  of  Clogher.J 

TiiR  HONASTRRY  OF  KiLDARK,  situated  ill  the  burony  of 
OHiily,  nnd  in  the  heart  of  a  beautiful  country,  appears  to 
have  been  establishetl  about  the  same  |>oriod  with  the  see,  and 
to  have  derive<l  its  foundation  from  the  «ame  irifluential 
source.  This  origin  of  the  religious  retreat  is  certainly  in- 
volved in  considerable  obscurity.  The  first  abbot  of  Kifdare, 
whom  we  find  recorded  in  Colgan's  catalogue,  is  Aidus,  or 
Aidan,  sumanied  Uubh  (the  black),  who,  alter  having  abdi- 
cated the  throne  of  Lcinster,  becartie  abbot,  and  afterwards 
bishni)  of  Kildare,  about  the  year  038.  After  him  are  placed 
l.ocinn,  sumamed  the  Wise,  abbot  of  Kildare,  in  094;  Fo- 
raiinnn,  in  697 ;  Modimochus,  in  748,  and  many  others  to  whom 
the  single  epithet  of  abbot  bus  been  oKcltisively  a|)plied.  Nor 
does  it  appear  from  this  catalogue  that  Natfroich  wns  the  first 
abbot  of  tin's  monastery,  rf misstatement  which  Archdall  has  ad- 
vanced, while  at  the  same  time  hu  rctbrs  to  Colgnn's  list  as  his 
authority.    The  hospitality  of  this  religious  estubliihincnt  was 
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Sroverbial;  tlio  nuble  oxiimpio  of  benevoloncA  boi|ueuthe<l  by 
t.  Dri/jidjiaviiig  bctm  buiiiled  down  witli  acrupiiloiu  care  from 
onoKimontion  iif  religioiM  to  unotber.  ilcncvtho  nionutory 
of  Kililurn  won,  in  tlioMi  bn|i|)y  daya,  deaignuted  the  "  stranger  ■ 
butiic,"  where  attention  and  comfort  were  alibrded  indiacriini- 
natoly,  t(>  nil  who  hud  found  it  necessary  to  visit  Its  aucred  and 
hos|iitu1ile  gates.  At  length,  after  a  lapse  of  a  thousand  years, 
and  during  ihe  reign  of  Henry  VIII,  it  seems  that  both  the 
(Christian  religion  and  Irish  customs  wanted  to  bo  reformed ; 
the  former  was  considered  too  ancient  to  be  goo<l,  and  the 
latter  ton  contemptible  to  beendureil  any  longer.  Accordingly, 
the  old  work  of  8|ioliati(m  commenced,  which  in  those  (lays 
went  by  the  name  of  refocmation.  The  sacred  name  of  reli- 
gion was  industriou^y  eniiilnyeil,  and  under  the  pretence  df 
remoilelling  the  Church,  that  projicrty,  which  for  eleven  cen- 
turies went  to  relievo  the  destitute,  was  at  timt  (wriod  torn  from 
them,  and  sacrificed  to  the  confiscating  sjiiritof  the  day.  Ever 
since— for  the  last  three  huiidn^  years,  an  unemployed  and 
imnovorished  |)opulalion  have  been  left  to  starve  upon  a  wild 
and  bleak  commons,  without  any  other  comfort  save  that  nationce 
and  fitrtitude,  which  by  habit  has  become  natural  to  tho  iieart  of 
iin  Irishmuiiiorperlvtpa,  occasionally,  the  casual  pittance  of  some 
more  fortunate  and  tender-hearted  fellow-creature.  Elizabeth 
made  a  gmnt  of  tliis  abbey  and  its  tenements  to  Anthony 
Ueeringe  and  Kedmond  (Oge  Kitigerald.  Thus  was  religion 
reformed,  and»tlie  jmor  of  Ireland  brought  to  a  sense  of  moral 
order,  social  happiness,  and  cousequent  civilization ! 

TiiK  UONASTKEY  OF  Louoii  Ukho,  in  tho  county  of  Donegal. 
Tho  lake  in  wliich  this  monastery  stood,  is  situated  iA  tho 
luirony  of  Tirhugh,  ^M^ contains  several  islands,  the  largest  of 
which  is  called  tliui^B  St  Uubeoc,  and  by  some,  tho  Island 
of  All  Saints.  In  thn  island  was  a  rcligiou)  establishment, 
founded,  according  to  some  writers,  by  St.  Patrick,  but  most 
proliably  by  St,  Dubeoc,*  in  whose  honoufl  three  festivals  arc 
observed  yearly— on  tho  1st  of  January,  on  tho  24th  of  July, 
and  on  the  Iblh  of  December.  St.  Patrick's  purgatory,  so 
called,  apiwars  V>  have  taken  its  rise  from  a  lioly  man,  named 
Patrick,  who  governed  the  monastery,  and  lived  about  the 
year  HSO.f  It  was  a  place  of  great  sanctity,  and  much  frq- 
((ueiited  bv  |ienitents  and  holy  persons ;  but  being  situated  too 
near  the  shore,  tho  station  was  closed  up,  and  another  opened 
in  a  lesser  island,  and  at  a  more  retired  distance.  Lough 
Dei'g,  as  a  place  of  (icnancv,  was  for  many  centuries  in  great 
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ratiiile,  not  only,  in  Irolunil,  but  evvn  in  distant  countriot. 
Tlio  'kingii  r>f  ICnfflniiil  ^hintvil  jiuvural  naCu-onnducts  to 
fi)rvi|[(ncni  wlm  weru  doairoui  to  visit  it;  and  imrlicularly  in 
tSilH  A)  Nit^liolus  do  Itcccarin,  ii  nnlileinan  of  Kurraria;  und  in 
13U7  to  Ituyuttind  Viscount  du  I'urilleiix,  a  hni^jjit  of  Rhodes, 
who  reiiainni  thillior  with  n  triiiu  of  twenty  fnrn  and  thirty 
hyrsea.  Ilowuvur,  ,thron);li  thu  licentiouiniin  of  after  tiinos, 
^roiit  aliilvs  hud  fxiun  eoininitlcd ;  and  accor<lin|{ly  wo  find, 
that  in  M'J7  this  frec|iientpd  sttition  was,  upon  the  authority  of 
Ah'xander  VI,  totally  dcnicili^hi'd  liy  tho  father-f^iiitrdian  of 
Iho  Kr.inciscans  of  Doni-f^nl,  and  sonio  other  persons  from  tho 

■  deanery  of  I^ou^li  Eni,  who  were  deputed'  for  tlmt  purpose. 
After  a  la|we  of  lime,  tho  devotions  pnivtise'l  in  Lou^h  Derg 
had  teen  ruvivoil,  aui^now  ref;uIations  were  niado  to  prevent 
tho  recurreiieo  of  any  impropriety.  'I'lio  venerahlu  Miory  of 
Daheoc  lio.s  sutftreft  a  siindar  fate  with  that  of  tho  other  ruli- 
uious'esbiblishniunts  o(  the  l(in(;diim.  In  the  sixt(4(nth  century 
It  fell  amiilst  tho  general  wreck,  and  became  u  jirey  to  the 
uns|iarii)){  rajjaciiv  of  tho  t^nes. 

The  nuinbi'r  of  religious  ostuMishmentH  bolonginj;  to  this 
century  is  so  |>reut,  that  tlio  limits  of  this  analysis  oblige  us 
to  conipresi  our  niu-rativo  within  a  certain  com|Juss.     In  their 

.  t  respective  constitutions,  ami  on  points  of  |>arti('ular  discipline, 
thoy  might  vary,  but  as  to  learnnig  and  hosjiitality,  tlie  lules 
and  customs  ol  all  were  perfectly  similar.  'I'lio  following  are 
n  few  of  tho  i>rincipal  monasteries  founded  by  St.  I'utrick: — 
Ihibbeq,  in  Hy-Ken.-iclach,  county  of  Wex'ford;  Ubuimlub, 
in  tho  coiuity  of  Sligo;  ItATn-MuiquK,  in  Dalrieda,  county  of 
Antrim;  Colkuaimk,  county  of  Derry;  Dnom-liiia,  (iluim, 
county  of  Aximigh;  Imisfkal,  county  of  Wexford;  AIoviLL, 
county  of  Uonegal;  Kinqlh;,/ county  of  Dublin;  Munqrbt, 
in  tlio  county  of  Limerick,  over  which  St.  Nosnan  was  placed. 
The  I'salter  of  Casliel  tf tatcs,  that  this  establialiment  lind,  at 
one  |)crio<l(  six  churclics  witliin  its  walls,  and  contained,  exclu- 
sively of  scholars,  1 500  religious,  500  of  whom  were  learned 
preachers,  5U0  laalmists,  and  tho  remaining  SIX)  applied 
themselves  to  conteni|ilation,  works  of  charity  and  other 
spir.tual  exercises. 
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Aa  thfl  Hymn  nf  Ht  fm'h,  who  dii-d  a.ii  ft.KK  hM  Ijewn  rvfurrMl  tti  In  tlw 
fnrrt^ninfi  <-)ui|it4>ni,  we  Uki*  tlii*  ti|tiNirtiinity  "f  MiuiiiM.  that  th«  h««t  nod  mn«| 
UiUifiil  iiit«tr|r<'Utiiiii  iif  tiuit  vaJiifliltlu  in*>trti'Jil  iiJirnitivf  will  Im*  fminil  in  Uw 
"  litMik  <'(  ll>iiinii  <>(  Dim  An<:lriit  rhiinh  of  IrvUiul,"  (*<lit4Nl  fi>r  tlio  Iriih  Arab- 
iM)l<.friiAl  K4HI.  ty.  I>v  tb«t  Kkv,  Dr.  T<h1«|,  TV.\y  Tho  Hymn  of  Ht  Htn-hnaU, 
or  Htvjiii'liiiuii,  wliU'li  a|>|NMkni  |o,  havu  Ih-cii  roni|NW4«l  iliiriii({  th<t  lift>tiui«  nf 
Ht.  I'lii^iirk,  in  mUo  «  niethi-al  itArraiive  n(  niir  aiMMtlcn iritior  hw\  oiitwsnl  lifiv 
ftntt  initHixti''  with  A  |>rv«Uvti<m Uuit  Iw  in  U>  rvigti  with  the ii|N«tliM  "»  Hunt 
f  oTw  limul  for  nvor." 

**  i.'ujiii  intfontui  IaIkiH*  peropptnnu  prwnUnm 
(!^tna  AiMMilftliN  n'giiatiit  wn^tti  miwr  Uniel."  * 

'  TnRi  HrohiuUl  U  %\mt  iMnhnimi  tiie  Pi()iii«it«>  hjmti  KUDf^  mi  the  PiMii'CfHii- 
munliifi  t>y  thtf  )>no«iU,  unit  a  v«|ii,nil>lu  Ittgi-ml  t«lU  ui  tliai  li  waa  chauntml  by 
aiiKuUiiiHt  Hfchnajrii  rhiirrh.  I'l)!"  iH-aiitifiil  L-omiMMiitiim  it  founil  in  the 
Antiphoiianitni  Ih'iiuhitrniiwi,  an  w«ll  aa  in  ttiu  "  \Uttk  of  llymnN ;"  ami  we 
ueetl  hanll^  ulHMtrvu,  thai  it  in  a  imifit  |>at4>iit  fl^li<l»uc4t  «if  Uie  faith  t>f  >ntr 
fi>r«fAUH>ni  in  thi>  ilogiiM  (if  IraiiMulMtaiiiiatiiin,  aa  woH  aa  an  attraiatiim  of  the 
mufoiiiiil  Tvvitrvncfl  with  whiuh  they  a]t|'niat-beit  tho  iHitly  aud  blood  o(  our 
Loid  in  the  nuwt  holy  Kncharut. 


r 


Haneti  veBtU*. 
L'hriati  tx)r]<ii«  aumitvi 
.Hauotum  bilM-nt4«, 
Quo  rodempti  wuguinein. 

II. 
Salvati  (linMli 
rorjMiro  ft  HAngiiiDi', 
A  ifMu  roffcti, 
Latultw  fUuamiu  Deo. 

111. 
Iloo  iiacrainonto 
('itr|H)ria  et  »aD>{tiiniji, 
Dmi^ea  viuti 
Ab  iufvnii  faitoibua. 

IV. 

Dattir  Halutiii, 
i'briBtu*  tiliiu  l>ui 
Muottiiui  aalvavit. 
Per  cruc«ui  ut  aangainvm. 

V. 

Pm  iinivt-mia 
luunolatiia  I>itniinuN, 
r  ||me  Naconloa 
Kiiatit  ot  huftia.  t 

VI. 

Ijofio  |>ra-ct>|itum 
Inimolari  hiMtiaii. 
Qua  adumlirantiir 
hivina  myxtcria. 


Lutiia  indtiltnr 
Kt  Mlvntor  omniiun, 
|*ni-cUrani  MUivtU 
Iju'Kitua  Mt  gratiam. 


^  AccetUut  omnea 
Tura  meuto  iriHlii^ 

.  Stimant  a-trrnam 
Haliitia  GuattMliam. 

IX. 

Hanctonun  ooitua,       „ 
|{(Hitt>r  ()UiH|ue  f^oininitu, 
Vitii'  {wrt'ODii  « 

lArgitor^iwlentibna. 


Ctrlcuiicni  |iancni 

Dai  eturioDiibua, 

Do  fnntti  vivo 

l*ni'but  uticntibiM,         n^ 


Al|>li*  et  omega 
||>ne  ('hhrtua  UcmiiniH 
Vt'uit,  venttiruB 
Judioftre  hofnin**. 
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lUligiiiiM  anil  l.it>mry  (%*nctoni  «t  tin  filth  Coatury— 

r 
Thc  «ainU  who  tluurishod  in  Irvluiid  iluring  the  Hfth  and 
■utii  cHntnrien,  arc  ilividetl  l>y  our  ancient  Imgiologiati  into 
throe  claiMM ;  and  in  making  thi»  clanaificaiion,  Luher  ronta  upon 
the  authority  of  aonio  very  old  and  authentic  manuncripla.* 
The  llrst  cluRa  wan  comiKxinl  of  ono  humlroil  and  fifty  bishona, 
who  wcrti  all  lillud  with  tliu  apirit  of  U»<I|  and  wuro  tne 
foundem  of  vhurchca.  The  second  I'iaaa  conaidted  of  prieata, 
to  the  nuinhiT  of  thrco  hunrlred,  |H-Hide«  many  hiahopa.  And 
Iho  third  clou,  to  the  number  of  n^io  hundrcti,  was  coin|>i>aod 
of  prionta  and  aonie  biahopa.  "  Theae  (ho  saya)  inhabited 
Mooda  and  deaert  places,  living  U|>on  herba  which  they  culti- 
vated theinselvea,  an<l  drinking  nothing  but  water,"  Tho 
austerity  of  their  livea,  and  the  aublinio  virtues  which  they 
practiHed,  would  appear  to  men  of  the  presciit  ago  almoit 
incredible ;  but  tlieae  were  some  of  the  means  by  which  the 
great  aainta  of  Ireland  nurchascd  glory  for  themselves,  and 
eternal  honour  for  Iho  Church  of  which  they  were  mcinbera. 
Wo  ai'e.not  to  cx|M.'et  that  the  holy  men  of  tho  fifth  century, 
who  were  active  and  laborious  inissioiiarica,  and  who  had  an 
unlmundcd  hnrvi-at  Iwfore  them,  eould  find  much  time  for  tho 
production  of  any  deep,  vlabornte,  scientific  works.  Many 
of  tlieui  were  well  versed  in  aAJenco  and  jiolito  lenrnlng;  aome 
of  them  were  gifted  with  nientnl  powers  of  the^iirst  order, 
and  all  of  them  nerc  enriched  with  that  knowledge  which  is 
above  ami  far  surpasses  all  hdmun  knowledge — tho  kiiowledgo 
of  tliumselves  and  of  (iod,  and  the  method  by  which  they 
coula  draw  their  fellow-creatures  to  happiness  here,  and  to 
never-ending  lmp|)ines8  hereafter. 

St.  laui,  bishop,  abbot  and  founder  of  thc  celebrated 
monastery  of  l!eg-erio,  on  the  coast  of  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, holds  a  high  rank  among  the  saints  of  the  fifth  century. 
Tliia  suint  was  a^ native  of  I'later,  and  became  a  convert  to 
tho  Christittit  faith  whilj  St.  I'atiick  hud  been  employed  on 
his  mission  in  that  province.  Though  descended  of  an  illua- 
trious  family,  with  all  the  alluremclita  of  honor  and  onulcnce 
before  him,  his  resolution   in  obeying   tho  call   of  Heaven 

•  riimonL  EccHirit  c.  17. 
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nmiaintMl  iiiuhiiken,  tntl  in  ill  the  •ulM(><|ui>nt  Uboun  of  oar 
■iMMtlo  tliroiif(li  thn  Mtroral  distriria  of  I^initer  ind  of 
Milliliter,  lUir  wu  hU  cuiutunt  eiini|Mnion,  ind  nnkeil  in  tlio 
nuiiilM.tr  ol  Ilia  niimt  rnvoiirili'  dincipln.  8<i  liiffh  wai  the 
oiiinion  which  St.  I'utrick  hud  viit«rtaini>d  of  tlio  zval  mid 
virtues  of  Ibiir,  that  aflur  nniiiti  tiiiiv  ho  comniiuiunoil  him  to 
prpuch  thu  (1(M|M)I  through  Irelund ;  and  by  hia  inatrumontahty 
wuru  iiunibuni  i:<inv«rti'd  to  thv  faith.*  On  hia  return  from 
thia  misaion,  and  on  hia  arririnK  at  the  caatern  Imundnriii  of , 
lAiifiater,    liu  aettluil   at   lieg-erin,  and  hero  he    founded    hia 

fireal  niuiinatiTy,  in  nhieh  liuinan  acivnco  iind  the  aitTcta  of 
loavunly  wiuloiii  wuru  taught.  Thia  ri'lij^iiiiia  and  literary 
retreat  wiia  o|H'iiud  grotuituiialy  for  all:  the  atrunger  from  the 
diitaiit  ahore  >faa  rereivod  an<l  vcU'omeil  at  ita  gatoi,  and 
thunn  forvigiiora,  with  crowiU  of  native  nlumiii,  served  in 
iiroceas  of  tune  to  vatabliah  the  high  reiiiitatiiin  of  the  far- 
i'anieil  acliool  of  Ihur.  'I'lie  <lutc  uf  hia  promotion  to  the 
opiaco]iaey  liaa  not  been  arciirately  uarertnineil ;  but  it  muat  be, 
in  all  proljtbilily,  about  ,lhe  year  4i!().  Iluwi'ver,  we  are  not 
left  in  the  lanie  iincortiiinty  with  rea|M>rt  to  flu-  year  of  hia 
dentil,  nhieh,  accoriling  to  the  Aniialaof  l!|i<teranil  IniiLifallen, 
took  place  a.ii.  SIX).  I'liia  einiiiiialiiiico  uFuno  is  sulHcient  to 
overthrow  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  endeavoured  to 
inaintnin  that  I  bur  wu.h  a  biahop,  mid  oinciutin^  ns  such  in  this 
eounlry,  previously  to  the  arrival  of  St.  I'utriek.  Should  the 
>/fHi'ity  of  thia  atiilvinent  bo  admitted,  it  muat  follow  from 
the  above  annula  unci  other  authorities,!  that  the  Saint  had 
been  nearly  eiglitv  yeara  an  acting  bishop  in  Ireland  !  Tliuae 
Vlio  ilefund  the  above  ojiinion  rely  princi|iully  on  the  authority 
tif  sumo  iiiiautlu'iilieated  fragiiicnta  of  the  AeUi  tianeti  Aliliani ; 
but  from  tlie.se  very  docunieifta  it  would  uppear,  that  both  St. 
Abbun  and  St.  1  bar  Iiiid  flourished  in  Ireland  (luring  the  pontificate 
of  I'opc  UregoK'  I,  ami  eonse<]Ucntly  ut.the  close  of  the  sixth 
century,  which  invol|tc^<  a  still  greater  ubaurditv.{  The  dute 
apecitiod  in  the  Annuls  of  Iniiisfullen  and  of  Ulster,  is  that 
which  is  now  generally  admitted ;  while  the  iiatalis  of  the  saint 
i>  marked  by  all  at  the  23rd  of  April.  ,  , 

St.  UiiCLAN,  bishop  and  founder  of  thu  see  of  Ardinorc,  in 
the  county  of  Waturl'ord,  flourished  in -the  fifth,  and  became 

*  "llurtw  iniMiM  rut  ad  cran^tfliiini  iiruilicAnilnm  \>cr  llibenitaiu,  iu  qiu 
iiinaiuunm  adlidviu  l.'lirinti  I'onvvrtit— Atl  t)i)U«  La^eiiienMiiim  vniit  t>t  sUKtra- 
It-m  «jiw  |iArtoni,  ubi  t'Ht  litiTalis  parvA  imuU,  Ihy-ti-m,  tibi  ti^U-lire  condidit 
ctiniihami.  t-t  Nauran  ibidem  l.tcrau  aliaMjiiu  arti-a  ui<iiluaa  dui:iiit>"— Vita 
tl«ri.  I'ulwr,  ■>.  KMJI. 

t  Ware,  Annyt.  a<l  op  ctt'.  *  .S»  B<illaaduta  at  23r(l  u(  Aiiril. 
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omincntly  ilittingui>h«<l  during  ■  cuiuiderable  part  of  the  uxtli 
century.  This  mint  wan  descenileil  from  Krcua,  nrinco  of  the 
Dmii,  «n<l  by  hia  exaltoit  virtue*,  ionn  became  the  object  of 
univenml  n>ii|)<'ct  iinil  veneration.  The  priH-iiU)  time  in  which 
ho  fixed  liiH  »co  at  Ar<lmoru  in  not  exactly  ntatod ;  l>ut  it  moat  ' 
'  have  been  at  leaat  aomu  year*  after  tlio  death  uf  St.  I'atrick. 
8t.  Declan  ia  mentioned  aa  ono  of  the  four  nrelatea  who  Iwd 
been  omidoyiHl  in  preacliinf^  the  Ooapol  in  Ireland,  nrior  to  the 
arrival  of  St.  I'atrirlt.  The  atalementa  regarding  tne  aeniority 
of  AiUieund  Ilmr  wore  ci-rtainiy  incorrect ;  but  the  introduction 
of  St.  Dei'lan  among  the  numlM.>r,  leada  to  a  atill  more  iHilpable 
anachroniain.  Thu  o|)ini(m  in  founded  on  a  nianuiicriiit  ropy 
of  hia  life,  preacrved  in  the  Kranciaean  convent  of  St.  laodore, 
at  Konio,  uiid  on  aonie  anonynioua  trU'ta  compiled  and  publiahed 
at  Ixiuvain.  Now  if  thcao  ilorumenta  were  to  bo  recoh-ed,  the 
moat  evident  inconaiatenry  muat  follow.  We  ore  informed  by 
the  Isodorean  manuscript  iind  by  the  I,ouvanian  memoir  that, 
on  Ueclnn'a  ftccond  return  from  Home,  ho  reptired  to  Wulea, 
for  tlie  puriuMO  of  pitying  n  vii<it  to  St.  UavitI,  then  bialio|>  of 
Mincviw*  Itut  this  event  would  liring  ua  to  tlio  middle  of  the 
aixth  century,  that  being  the  period  nt  which  St.  David  lived ; 
hence,  in  tliU  hypothesis,  tft.  Decliin  must  have  been  at  least 
ono  hundred  and  twenty  years  a  bishop !  Tl>o  trutli  ia,  St. 
Ueclan  ilid  not  become  a  member  of  the  eplaco|>al  order  until 
sumo  time  after  the  decease  of  St.  Patrick;  and  his  death 
occurred  shortly  after  that  of  St.  Atll)e  of  Endy,  4d.  527. 
The  mnrtyrologiea  of  Dungal  and  yl'^igus  supply  abundant 
oviilunce  of  the  virtues  and  saiKtily  of  St.  Declan,  and  of  hia 
wonderful  missionary  labours  in  the  extensive  territory  of  tlio 
Dtisii,  over  which  lie  hail  presided.  , 

St.  KiKcii,  tlio  learned  bislio)i  of  Slettv,  in  the  Queen's 
county,  is  deservedly  ranked  aiiion"  the  Fathers  of  the  Irish 
Cliiirch.  Ho  wa.s  of  tlio  distiiiguisliod  lioiiao  of  Hy-bairrche, 
ill  Loinstor,  and,  as  has  been  already  noticed,  wa.s  the  first 
person  from  that  province  who  hiid  been  raised  to  the  episco- 
pacy in  Jrulund.  Having  been  a  mcmbi  r  of  the  bnrdic  order, 
ami  deeply  skilled  in  the  literature  of  those  times,  Kiech 
established  a  seminary,  which  soon  became  celebrated,  anil  he  ia 
said  to  have  had  a  great  number  of  di.scijilea.  Slettv  became,  at 
this  time,  the  ecclesiastical  metropol  s  of  the  province,  and  ita 
prelate  enjoyed  the  title  of  archbisliop.f  This  dignity,  how- 
ever, ilid  not  in  a  canonical  sense  imply  any^sort  of  metropolitan 
jurisdiction ;  it  was  simply  a  mark  of  pre-ciitinence,an  honorary 

f^flt  Archiv.  S  I».i.l..ri  Ami.  vi._  t  Trip.  I.  3,  c.  SI. 
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toksn  of  praceiloncjr  mul  nf  in|iarii>r  iliitiiictinn.  It  hmJ  li«en 
rnntiniieil  in  tli»  auo  nf  Slulty  until  tlis  aevt'iitli  century,  wlien 
it  w»»  tninifiTri'il  to  Kerni.  Kifrli  ImH  writti-ii  «  nielrirni  life 
of  >St  I'nlrick,  wliii'li  ii  extant  anil  liclil  in  IiIkIi  vi'rierulinn; 
the  Scholia  anni'xoil  to  it  in  later  linica  nonlain  «imo  inai'cu- 
mcina,  hut  tlitw,  befi<los  hoin);  of  niiiiiir  iin|H)rt,  aru  alniont 
ovcrliMikril  aiiiiiUt  llio  nrvnt  ouanlily  of  valuable  information 
with  whii^h  they  are  enihoiliml. 

St.  Ou'ta,  •omplinivii  cnlloil  Diilran,  biihop  an<l  nhlM)t  of 
KathuHiiKhu  or  Durkan,  in  Dnirieila,  county  of  Antrim,  It 
cnnaiiliTiMl  lh«  mimt  Icanieil  of  all  thiiao  fihit  conilucttMl  c>luca- 
lion  in  thii  lirih  rcntnry  llcwaa  hnplixcil  hy  St.  I'nirick.nnd 
af^er  aonio  yoam,  rcpiiiml  to  (Jaul,  for  the  purpose  olprcmrcntiii^ 
hia  atudira;*  on  hia  rcliirn,  ho  wii*  ndvunrpil  to  thn  ppiacopnl 
rank,  ami  atntinnml  in  .  Ilnlriuila.  Thit  f{rvnt  monnntcry  of 
|{nllnnui){hr  wiia  fnunilcil  by  Olcan,  and  itn  aohoolat  hmiinio 
prc-i'ndnontly  celchralod  for  tliu  atuily  of  the  acivnrca,  aa  mdl 
■1  for  Si'riptiirul  and  thvolofsicnl  inKtrnction.  Anion^  llio 
'  nunilxr  of  liia ncholiira wn»  St.  Nlarniso,  who nAerwurda  iH-cnnio 
the  first  hiiliop  of  Connor.  Sevpral  valimhlf  work*  ort>  anid  to 
havi^  proceeded  from  hia  pen,  which  have  aincc  iK-conio  h  prey 
eitlu'r  to  llio  wreck  of  time  or  to  tho  fury  of  iK'rafcution.  The 
nalalia  of  8t.  Olonn  ia  dated  at  the  ilUth  of  Kuliruury. 

St.  Kbiuoi.ikih,  famed  for  learning  na  well  aa  for  piety, ' 
flourinheil  in  thi^i  century.  Ho  wua  aon  of  nn  Iriah  prince,  nnd 
after  pmhracing  the  nionaalic  aliitc,  retired  from  hia  nativu 
country,  nnd  tnivelled  tliri>ii)!li  CJcrmany,  t'ranco,  and  other 
paria  of  Iho  continent;  on  which  nccouni,  he  ia  railed  Fridoli' 
nua  Me  trareller,  by  Cocciua,  I'caaevin,  and  olhera  (  After 
preaching  in  many  iHirIa  of  Cinul,  ho  wna  appointed  auporior  of 
the  nuinnatvry  of  St.  Hilary,  at  I'oicteura.  Several  religious 
eatuhliahnients  were  founiled  hy  him  in  Stroahurg,  Thuringia, 
AImico,  und  on  the  frontiers  of  Switzorhind.  That  Fridolinua 
ranked  amongst  th\.>  moat  learned  men  of  hia  dny,  iu<iy  bo 
collected  from  ihu  tcHtimony  of  Gusliird  llrrtcciu'<,S^iv<«»i'vin, 
and  numerona  other  foreign  authorities.  He  dli>ilw)out  tho 
year  SI4,  ami  was  interred  in  the  monastery  of  iiecking,  an 
ialnml  of  thn  Ithone,  and  of  which  he  himtelfwas  mo  founder. 

Skdulil'sI  (Shell),  the  poet,  an  Irishman,  and  a  disciple  of 

*  •litoftio,  c.  HA.     +  loiter,  In,l.  (.'Iintn.     |  Apitar.  Him.     $  l>«  .Monaa.  (ior. 

I  TIta  iiAliM,  WfitU'D  ill  Iriittl,  ia  HirdMuil  -  a  ntunv,  na  it  apiM-ara,  iint  t«>  \te  tiiul 

'    with  ill  anyotlu'r  nation    i'olgnii  liiui  oniiiiu>mtu<lci^bt<)utiii;{iiiilieil  (rijibtiien 

nf  llua  iianu'  wlm  tliniiiahoil  ill  niu'ii'iit  tiiiira,  anil  lu*  vpry  jiiatly  arlilueea  it  aa 

a  ('in'imiat^iii*^  t<>  |>rtiv4j  that  .'^Itilini,  wan  a  iiativo  of  tlitn  citiintr)'.  .  Vide, 
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IliliU'ljirt,  likuwUit  flourinhi'J  in  th«  fifth  contiiry,  |li<  wmi 
cli-uply  ronil  in  liotli  Mi-rcd  unit  iiri>f*nt<  litoriitiiro,  nnil  Imd  » 
|uirli>'iil»r  iMlo  Txr  jKHitry.  Having  iliiitlnKiiiiilii'<l  liinwlf  us 
mholiir  in  lii«  own  country,  liu  wc-nt  to  (iiinl  niul  from  llionco 
to  lluly,  afterwHiiU  to  Aaiu,  ami  tlion  rvturiiiHl  to  Honiu,  wliero 
lio  tlionu  liy  liiii  Hntoiiiiiliinu  vruditiun  inii  Iwautiful  irornpoii- 
liuna.  A  tiiiincil  i'om|>oiioil  of  loviinty  liialio|M,  in  tlm  |Hinlif!- 
I'lito  of  Clvlnaiua,  lii'urit  honouralile  tmliinony  to  lila  nrilirifta. 
"  Wu  liiivo  the  hiKhcat  opinion  (aay  tlioao  fiitliom)  of  tiio 
I'Haclml  vidA,  written  in  vumo  hv  the  vencrulile  Sciluliua."* 
II«  wria  a  i;reiit  fnvoiirito  with  llildttphoiiatia,  nrchliiahop  of 
'roli'ilcJ.  lliia  loiirnud  prolato,  ei>eul(hif{  uf  8uiluliiia,  auva — ' 
"  lie  wn  itn  evnngt'iirnl  [hh'I,  an  I'liHitiont  orator,ani|  a  Catholic 
writer.''  Finalljjiut  (Jliurc'li  liaa  aeU'deil  the  hyinna,  "  A  aolla 
ortua  Pardino,"  ami"  lloatia  llorodea,"  with  many  olhera  from  ^ 
Iho  writinK*  of  Sedulina,  nnil  honoured  them  with  ^  place  in 
tliii  olivine  ollloc,  together  with  tho  "  Salve  aoncta  jiarena," 
which  furnia  ^le  Introk  of  the  Maaa  of  'tho  lilewi'il  Virftiii' 
According  to  aome  writem,  ho  waa  a  hiahop,  but  it  ia  mora 
pfolaihlo  that  he  ruao  no  higher  than  to  the  ranlc  of  a  ainiplo 
pricatt     Sediiliua  dieil  ahout  ad  4U4  { 

VVi'  aliall  cloao  lliia  brief  biographical  aericawith  the  hiatory 
of  the  evcr-rcvvred  and  illuatrioiia  8t.  Ilrigi<l.  Tliia  emiiiunt 
Mint  waa  uf^oyal  extraction,  bur  lather,  Dubtach,  having 
been  dea^niled  from  Con  "  of  the  hundred  battica,"  and  her 
mother,  WrochcMa,  from  the  iioliic  liouae  of  tho  O'Connora,  in 
the  territory  of  llrcgii,  near  I)roghuda.§  They  were  both 
Chriatiana,  and  from  them  llrigid  received  not  only  the  best 
.example,  but  alaoan  excellent  education, suited  to  her  box  and 
ncceaaary  for  her  high  station  in  life.  ,SIk>  waa  born  ad.  ii'A, 
at  l''ocliard  (Kaugbar),  about  two  nnlca  to  tho  north  of  Dun- 
dalk;  but  the  reaidence  of  her  parents  waa  in  Kilduro,  and 
not  far  from  the  place  where  the  monuatery  had  afterwards 
been  eatabliahed.  When  arriveil  at  a  suitable  age,  they  aeemcd 
desirous  iliat  alio  should  eudiraco  the  married  state;  but 
Itrigid  humbly  objected,  declaring  her  wish  and  intention  of 
remaining  a  virgin  and  of  consecrating  heraolf  to  bod.  For 
this  purpose  ahe  ai)pliod  to  the  holy  bishop  Maccaile,||  who  was 
then  at  Usneach,  ni  VVcst-.Meatli,  and  from  him  ahe  received 
the  veil  and  while  cloak  or  habit,  that  being  the  only  colour 
used  by  conaccrjtod  virgins  in  the  ancient  Church  of  Ireland,  t 
At  thia  tiiiii*ahe  ia  anid  to  have  licon  in   her  sixteenth  year. 

•  V»h«T,  Pri.  |.>,'l.  0.  7(l»i  A  A  SS.  at  12th  Fill. 

+  .**t.  Isidon.,  tU  Kctil.  .Scrip.  "  X  TjiJiur,  l*r.  jv  777.         * 
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Klirht  mniili-n*  lunk  llic  viil  with  her,  unrl  li.itiiif;  :in.'<l<iil  In 
llu'ir  rtii|iiiwt,  »liii  tUi'il  liiT  rf«ii|i(nrfl  in  liullvlHi^iii  lliu  ICi»K'« 
Ci'iinty,  at  h  |ilm'<!  ciilli'il  to  ihiii  lUy  llri^iitVtnwii,  Tlio  fBinii 
(if  liiT  wiiidity  tMi*!  iiiiw  r(>iii'li(><|  ihu  intMt  ilUlnnt  |nrtii  (if  tlia 
iilmiil,  mill  alio  wm  iiiviltHi  tn  I'oiiiu  iiiirl  fiinii  I'Mlitliliiilimcnlii 
in  vnriunii  ilixlrirtii.  Krc,  liinlmp  nf  Slum',  liuil  ii  |uii'ticiilar 
^'lHl('^•t  for  till'  »«inl  llini  itho  n<'Ciiiii|Mnl«i|  to  Mnniter, 
wliillii'r  ho  hnil  pimi  on  himiiicu  ('oimccti.'it  with  the  K<''«'i^i 
intn^Mt  nf  thii  liiah  Cliui'i  li.  Wo  iii-M  liml  hur  in  th«  pliiln 
nf  (Ilini'h  (Liuii-rlvb),  ninl  hi'ru  iilwi  nhu  mtuhllitjiuil  a  ruliKi'iiiii 
fiiuiiihitlon.  ilrigiil  n(<xt  priicKuilii  to  (.'onnnii^ht,  nhuro  tha 
fiMiniliiil  auvcrnl  iiunnrrii'ii,  wliieh  wvro  noon  (iiltHl  with  Itolv 
wiiinun,  nil  livinu  iinilor  tliu  cunHtitiitloiis  nml  sovorninrnt 
of  till)  luiint.  llnvinft  nojournoil  for  a  time  in  thin  |irovinrc, 
•ho  iliri"<ti!<l  her  roiirso  l«ick  to  Kihlnro,  ntiil  i>n«sin((  tliri>U}ili 
llv-Kinaclliiuh,  foriiii'il  niiiiiv  roinmiiiiitloii  in  thnt  iliitricl.  In 
4H3,  tlio  oolehnileil  nuniiiTy  of  Kildnru  wiis  founiloil  by  St. 
llriaiil.  TliH  uranl  rcpntiilinn  of  tho  enini,  nnd  tliu  nuporiw- 
liirul  pflii  nitli  which  nhe  wns  I'liiloweil,  iiltmcteil  multiliiili'a 
of  |iiiiiin  fiMimli'ii  to  liur  cutiihllHlimcnt,  nnil  in  n  few  yeiin  it 
liiM'iinio,  |ierhii|«,onoof  the  firnl  religioiis  Iiousch  nt  llmt  |K>rioil 
in  the  OliriHiiun  Church.  Next  to  tho  ntlenlioii  which  her 
nuns  were  ohli^eil  to  (my  to  the  education  of  |hu  iioor,  hiwpi- 
liilily  hiin  lieen  nnticcil  iia  n  leiiiliii);  uhiimeteriittic.  At  mie 
period  the  country  WM  viaifeil  liy  nn  iiwfiil  |)c(ilileiice,  ncconi- 
luinied  with  luinino,  on  which  ^cciision  tho  holy  virf;in  nolil 
eien  tlie  micii'd  ornaments  for  tho  pnriMwe  of  relicviiij;  tho 
piior.  This  osainple  of  charity  and  lieiun oh'_ni'o  hiw  ever  after 
ri'iiiumliercd ;  and  tcndernena  for  the  \«m>t  uiVil  the  alllicted  was 
the  (jrettt  motto  in  wl*i«:h  the  succeeding  inciuberii  of  her  insti- 
Into  were nccHstnmed  to  plory.     Ht.  I!iij;i(l  was  t'lfted  with  tho 

I  Hitter  of  miracles,*  and  her  reK|ieet  for  t))o  incinor/nf  St. 
'atrick  was  moHt  pnifnund  and  oflentiines  eiillinsiastic'  Ily 
Iter  means  a  biitliop  nan  appointed  for  Kildaro,  which  in  a 
sliort  time  liecame  a  cpiisideralilo  town;  an  exktiisivo  monas- 
tery anil  school  wore  souii  after  »tlached  to  this  church. 
'I'lins,  while  iho  poor  of  Kildure,  nml  of  the  surrounding 
country  had  been  blessed  with  the  ndvanlaKes  of  education, 
the  door  of  hospitality  was  thrown  open,  and  every  comfort 
atliirded  tlioni  by  the  generous  followers  of  this  heaVonly  nnd 
justly-celebrated  insliinlo.  St.  Ilri^'id,  after  hiiviii);  received 
the  viiilicuin  from  St.  Ncnnidli,  was  called  to  enjoy  the  reward 
of  her  labours,  A.i>.  biii.    This  great  saint  left  behind  Iter  a 
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ruin  or  hoHy  of  cnnitllulioiii,  which  «%«  «ru>r«*rtU  ■(■nipii- 
hiiinly  olncrvi'il  in  all  the  mulili'hmi'iili  mihji't'tuil  In  tmr 
ilmlitiiti';  liki'wipiv  Mivrral  tructi  on  tli<' ■•ri-lic  lif>';  ii  l>'t|iir 
«rill<'ii  in  lri>ii  lo  St  Ai<lii>,  niid  Iwu  jHM>inii  on  lliu  nii'ril*  of 
Mt.  I'litrick,*  'I  liu  virtiitfaiif  St  lli'i)(iil  liiivn  livvn  honoiinihly 
rccorih'il  hy  nil  our  innrlvrnln^liiln,  iinil  li«r  niuinnrv  wai 
rovi'ivil  not  oiily  in  Ircliinil,  out  likuwiw)  in  UrilJtin,  mil  uy  tlia 
faillifiil  nil  over  tlix  wuilern  (^hurcli.f 

From  the  coni'iiu'  review  wliii'li  wo  havo  now  tnkrn  n(  tho 
hiniorlrnl  fiii'la  of  iliu  lUth  century,  levenil  |wrlin«nt  nixl  |irn- 
litiililc  olmcrvHticiMii  nniat  prcntnt  tlK^niiulrin  lo  lh»  rclli-clin(( 
niiiMl  of  tffi  rentier  In  ihc  firiit  jilncv,  it  nmy  lio  nntiercl,  lliil 
Si.  I'utrick,  uliliiiuKh  invitcil  hy  n  hcuvcnlv  cnll,  to  nmlur- 
Inko  tliu  nn>»t  work  of  |ircachin)(  the  (I<m|ic1,  nn<l  of  convurt- 
U>lf  ihii  Iriiih  iiiition,  yet  ili'l  not  ciiihark  on  tli»  lii){li  ilutic*  of 
llmt  nolumn  ollicu  williout  linviiii;  had  rcoounui  totJie  fonntniii- 
la-uil  ofnutliorlty,  from  which  nlonc  all  minniiMiary  ixiwcra  ami 
ecch'Hiunlicul  juriulictiim  niuat  lawfully  nnd  r('(;ulnrlycninnati'. 
Our  npoatlo  WHN  well  awnru  of  the  neccMity  nnd  exintenee  of 
R  aujireine  vlnihlu  heuil  ovur  the  Church  of  ('hritt  ii|>on 
varlh.  Hence  hu  re|riiire<l  to  (VIcatlne,  who  ut  timt  tiniu  mit 
in  therhnirof  St.  I'elvr;  anil  from  himiliil  8t  I'utrick  recuiva 
hia  inimionnry  nnil  lefjiiinmln  jiirisiliction 

A)("iii  it  niunt  he  oliscrvtjil,  llmt  the  apmlla  nf  Iroland, 
thou^'h  hu  wnn  not  iihoiit  to  entiihliiih  ft  rali)(ion  hitlwrtn  tin- 
hoard  of  liy  mnnkind,  or  to  elluct  thut,  which  in  the  lungua);e 
of  nioitcrn  time*,  i*  inc^iiiniiiiently  termed  n  rufiirmntion  of 
tho  Church  of  Chriat,  yet  did  he  denionntnito  the  truth  of 
his  iloclrine,  nniL  the  ^rrouiiilH  of  hin  nulhority,  nnd  llio 
viilidity  ofhia  comTninBion,  in  thc|ire»enca  of  the  whole  nation, 
by  the  niuiit  powerful  und  ttuiKMidoua  iniruclea,    Tliia  lua  been 
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t  C'iiIkkii  hiui  iml.linlioil  «li  Utw  of  flk.  Rriffiil.  with  iMmetl  and  on|iinila 
aii|wu<liitw,  Tli«rit  »•  alkt  four  ttiircri'iit  rvi-li>iiiiwtii;jij  otliitMi  fur  tbti  fvittival 
III  tb«  Wfni)  Miint  'l'li«  Hr«t  i'  Uut  |iut)liHhi-tl  lit  I'kriii,  in  111'.".;,  witS  piitiior 
l(k«iiiii  liyniiiit,  aiitj|ihi>nii,  i^tii  :  tliti  mh;4'|i<1  In  taki'U  fruni  tin*  Ittminn  Uittvtury, 
fHlitw)  at  Vt-iiitifi.  Iiy  Antiioiiy  i)f  UiiiiiU.  in  I.V.''J:  thntliin)  In  fMiu  thtiliien- 
iiilMl  llrvvury,  nutl  tin)  fMiirtli  fnmi  tba  i'Muttu  Kt'^iUr  tif  Nt.  .lolin  I^t^iran. 
1'lie  tinit  lit  till*  aLivn-niiTntiiiniHt  i<  a  nivtriunl  i>nr\  nml,  an  aplM-An  fntin  it* 

{trefaoe,  hm  wntt/i  hy  St  Itroi^an  tif  |{iwtuir<%  in  Owhiry,  alinit  tin*  uiiilitUt  of 
h«  fi'Vcntli  *'viitkiry.  It  waa  ci<m]i.iao,l  in  ttie  Iriib  lant^tiaK*.  ami  i<*  Kivvn  liy 
Ctil^in  lu  thi)  i^'ienl  i-'haractcra,  t<){i-ther  with  a  lAtiii  traiiwlatiim.  Th« 
wholo  |»(>i!tt  rnn«ii,ta  of  fifty- Ihrmj  «tauzais  ito  iut  uf  wliiah  rnni  Ui  tha 
fulloaintj  aonll  :  — 
,  "  Hunt  ilua*  wocta*  Virginia  in  on-Ii^, 

gii»'  Ruik-ipiant  luaan)  erntoc-tionam  ; 
',•-.  ,'  Maria,  et  »«""'t.i  Ifritfiila, 

:   #  .  '         (jtiaruiu  itatr>;cuuu  uiiutaiuur  ■inifali.'* 
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■tinlcil  liy  liiitli  I'rolMltint  anil  Catlioliu  •iiliiliiJirinii*,  iiiil 
•liiiiili  iiii'oiiU'iitiilily  aiiiiiMiriDtl  liv  tliu  itrititi|;«  III  rriibiit,  tlm 
•<'hiiliiuit,»ii<l,iill  iiiir  ^nviuiit  liaKi<>l"K>*l''  '"  >liiirl.  thi- ilnctrina 
wliicli  St  I'litrii-k  ri'i'iiivuil,  tnjfullu-r  with  lii>  iinliimtiiin  fniin 
tliii  (^tliiilii!  ('Iiurcli,  wiu  of  uiiunw  (hu  miiiiu  wliioli  wiu  tlioil 
Imlivviiil  itiiil  |iriu'tiiwil  liy  Ilia  uiiivcnul  C'lirintlnn  wiirll ;  mul 
tlwt  lliu  CiitliiiUcii  of  Irvf^iiiil  now  lioKI  Kiiil  ktilivve  lli«  kiiiia 
truth*,  whii-h  foiirli'dii  huinlrcil  yi'Mi-n  iifio  wora  IkiikIiI  itiiil  in- 
I'lilcnluil  loiiiir  forvfuthur*,  li^  Ihu  upuHthi  of  ilie  imlinii,  iMinnot 
hv  iiinKililllty  iHi^iiiiiiMl.  I'mefulunt  wriu-ra  of  Kriat  hli'rnr/ 
tlli^tiiii'iion  liriir  horiiiriililii  limiiiiioiiy  to  ihu  truth  of  thU 
|Hmiuiii):  iiav  uiorii,  our  uiiciuiit  hiurgie*,  iiuil  xri'ii  thu  I'ru^'- 
inviito  lliiit  roniiiiii'of  our  iwiiunal  ivcunlii— Ihi'  vt-ry  mini  «if 
Ihu  vouhlrv,  iiml  ihu  ivv-'lxil  inoKUnii-ntii  thiit  liu  uiouhh'rin)( 
(111  ihii  wiilU  of  thu  i-atlieilral  uikI  the  coiivviit — all  jirucliiiui 
th«i  \uMi'nillu  Ciitholif  crui'il  of  forniiT  diiyn,  uml  gurio  to 
ri'iiiiiiil   u*  of  th:it  holy  ri'li^'ioii    in    which    our    fori'fHthi'ri 

llorii'il,  iii'l    for  which  iiiinikci'a  <«f  thuni  ahfil  thuir  hhmil. 

tmjihw  th«  ihi^'miM  or  urticlua  of  fuith  which  Iho  »l>oatt>) 
livlivvri-il  to  our  iiiicutitont,  iiiiil  which  miut  bo  univnlinlly  nnu 
mill  ihu^uiu  lhruu;'h  nil  ii^en  mij  iiulixna,  thero  aru  ulaii 
illnvi|ilitinry  luwa  cniiiiiatiiiK  from  8t.  I'utrick,  which  niiiiit 
chulluiiKu  our  nltuntion. .  For  lliu  auku  of  hrcvily,  ulluaiuii 
•hull  bu  iniiilu  nicruly  tu  thoau  few  on  which  the  convvraioii 
of  thu  country  uu<l  ihu  ninml  civiliziitlunof  thu  l>vo|>lu  nuiiiily 
ilo|H.>iiiluil.  St.  I'lilrick  wua  fully  itwaru  tliut  two  f.;rauil  uiu- 
tliuiiia  were  ubiiulutuly  iiocvKsarv  for  thu  coiivcniuii  uf  any 
country — nuinuly,  |iuuliu  ftnituitoua  eilucutiuii,  uml  a  priuat- 
lioud  ilivuatcil  of  wuiilth,  t>!itningcil  from  lliia  wmlil,  and 
huviiig  ncilhur  thu  lien  of  kindrud  nor  of  unrthly  alK'ction  tu 
hud  llii'Ui  astray  from  the  ijruiit  work  in  wliicn  tliuy  wero 
un/{uj;ud.  Tliia  doctiine  liu  hini.ulf  Icuinud  ill  the  rutrcata  of 
'i'ourn  iiiul  LiriiiH;  iind  nlnll'^t  ua  aoon  ua  hu  had  ciiliTcd  oil 
thu  niiaaiun  of  Irvlaii'l,  liu  took  |miticuliir  emu  to  rcducu  it  to 
|iracticu.  IIciku  nu  Iind  nuniuions  luoimaturiua  founded  in  a 
very  ahurt  time  after  thu  coiivuiiiiiina  niadu  by  our  ajHaitlu  in 
Uiu  bulla  uf  Tamil.  'I'Ikkc  |>aruiit  uetubliahinvnla  in  a  luw  yuan- 
liranchud  out  through  thu  counlryj  uvury  uionaalcl'y  wai 
uasunliiilly  a  college,  in  wliicli  youth  was  jjr.ituiloiialy  iii- 
atructed  ;  thu  indigent  and  the  duaolatu  found  uii  iiayluui  and  a 
lioiiiu  within  ita  hallovvud  walla — whilu  thu  iniinks  tlieiiiaulves, 
rcnuiineiiif;  the  world,  and  bound  down  by  sub  inn  u^lignti<iiit, 
placed  thuir  only  liii|i|iinu8S  in  thu  lio|ia  of  aifuturnal  ruwaril, 
mid  their  only  fi\ot\  in  thu  uxtenaiuu  of  the  cfoaa  of  Chriat. 
Such  waa  thu  syatuni  ud"i>tcd  by  ijt,' Patrick;  audi  liaa  buvD 
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tho  »VMt(tiM  of  tho  (viithotic  Oliiirt^li  frnni  the  iMtrliuHt  uf^f"*,  and 
\u  t'lltrtii,  uirttriilitrly  in  ttiU  cuiiiitrv,  »l>iit|  I»m  inort^  rlivirly 
ilavt<l)i|H-it  III  IIm<  Hiilt-M-iiitciit  iHi^tn  u?  (Iiiii  tiiial)riU,  It  now 
ri'mtiiiiii  fnr  tint  ronilur  lo  druw  llio  contriitt  Itvtweim  tlio  aUtfl 
of  Irnliiml  in  tlioHi.)  luiciuiit  tinifi.  iinil  \t»  |iruwnt  iin|Nivi*riHheil 
4li*f^ii<l>M|  comlitlun.  Ttitt  former  I'xliiliittra  natioti  iironiwrnu* 
«nil  Itiipiy,  with  iia  jwophf  iilHtnndiiiK  in  uvrry  cunifort.  Th« 
Irnvi'tlvr  oti  )iit  woy.  mui  thf  fttmMK(*r  fur  from  honiu,  hsfl  » 
|(|ji(-i<  of  Hi'lt'iinitt  niitl  (if  rvsi;  llio  chiM  of  j/uniuii,  though 
tli'Niihitii  iHht  )it>iiiii)iiMLMt  Uy  llio  world,  knuw  viUvrv  tatind  »n 
jiAytiini;  tliH  indigotit  iirid  thn  infirm  had  a  llouf<^  mid  a 
triflidly  hoiiK*.  within  thv  hofljtittihlu  pitua  of  JH8  C'liriiitiini 
convLMit.  It  iK  unm'cuffttiry  to  dwi'lt  on  thu  cuiiimirimrtor  thi« 
niidiiH^olv  I'ivtiirf.  Iimit'ud  of  plonty  oi*  comfort,  or  Iiuum* 
of  kfirf^iiiilitv,  wo  hiivu  now  an  iinprnptoyed  |>o()ulntion — * 
|H'nfll.'  liirrully  ni!iddcm>d  with  di«trt'»innU  U'|i;?i»ry ;  u  nution 
ovrr^xludiiicd  with  it  dulit,  mieh  a»  ha^  not  bofn  known  kinou  th« 
f«mnihition  of  iMH-ittty,>to^otlu>r  with  iitl  iin  conconiitunt  train 
of  rviU — diTonlrnt,  iiau|K*riiini,  di^MtM)  iind  Mtiirvutioti.  Whori 
wo  C'lno  to  tri'ut  of  tlu)  Hixteciitli  (vntiirv,  tho  cluo  of  thu  u|h 
liurt-nt  I'Hfudox  iihiiU  bo  fiilrly  unruvidlvX 

Ai  n  ■ii)<|'li>iiii>iit  t«i  tlic  c|>iliiiite  of  Nt.  Hritoil'ii  life  ^ivrn  in  Uii<  iinfivHlliiii 
chii|>i''r,  wi<  iii.-i>'  R<|t|,  Ui«t  tliiN  ui^'Kt  »aini,  ntyliMl  ttio  "Mitry  of  tbtt  Irifth, 
fiFriiiH  tlitt  iiiilijtft't  >if  tt  liyiiiti,  KttriliitU'il  liy  <'ol^i>ii  hihI  lAhvt  Iroriuxl  «iiUi<iri* 
,.tiy  tiiHt.  I  lUn.  t.iHli.)|*  of  At>lt>nk«-tui,i>i  MfAtli.  whi>  Ami  ah.  IVTrfU  Ttiii 
ariiiunt  (•<>■  ni.  in  Immtrof  Die  Ii«ly  WniiiAii  wIkmm*  virtitra  wi-m  mt  liittlily  aiiiira* 
i'i«U<<l  l>y  ixtr  I'lttliolji'  foit-fatlit-rH.  )<n>vt«i  tlmi  tho  ami«ii(  ln»li  ('liun:h  v^im* 
ri(t<  il  th<-  iiif'irKiry  ■•(  itt  MiiiU,  a>i>l  r«lM><l  «'ii  ttuiir  lK>t«ut  iuUirovMiuu  tu  uliUiu 
fiiv«ir»i  ii|iiriti(«l  Ami  Uniiiiral,  frnui  O.hI. 

"  rtiriKtiiH  ill  niMtnt  iniiilft  niwf  vitoatur  IliWmiA 
(NtviMiui  iwt  hi>iuirutMiH  niaximia  niim^ililmi         I 
"^Jiuy^  tH^rhvit  pt-r  ftlit-tmi  i-.i-lt!Ntu  vita*  virpiifiii     I 
f^riiti||»'Hl«''ii  |tiii  iiiiTitii  uKi^o"  ill  mnritii  virciil<>* 
llymtiiiH  iiitd  aii|;(i'lit'ni*kiiiiiiiiii>i|\iu  Muwt^u  ItriK'l'^' 
fl  Fiiri  nun  vtilet  umiila  vbtiiiiiiii  uiii-al'ili't  "" 

Q\uv  iiiMtriii  niin<|itAiii  Atnil)Ow  t.'i  nint  ra«-U  AO'livinitw, 
Nui  (ht  iMtJiin  virt(iii«ttt  Martoi  uucU*  ■iiuili>iu. 
"  /•»»«  luinctju  tuilitifl'  «ai)i:t<i<i  InutlMM  (•nH-iii^4<re  • 

»  t'nilPtiiiivit  illiinio  iMicturiii)  i)il'>«|iir  util'lin  ;  ^ 

,  t'MUnumiuato  (HirttiniitH  viini|<*it  iiolinaiii  vi(]U>iin> 

(%  Ki'rilli^enM  lUHKno  ii|4i'ihlon'  ut  ik>I  in  urti  uiifniiti*. 

AiidiU)  viiv'i'na  lau<lt«  naih la  «)ii<hiu(>  mvrita, 
■       '  riTf«H.tioiictii  i)iuuii  |>r*)iniiiil  viriliur  iniplcvit ; 

CliriHtt  iiiatrt'ii,  m,  ii)H>|h.ii<lit  (lit'ti«  ut  fwit  f^'tiit  ,^, 

Itii^ita  tfiit'fmnta  vrH  livi  rt'Kina." 
T.'  tlir  Nntitf!  niitlmr  0'I»;j»ii  ^UrilniUHi  ani'thfir  i»<K'm  on  St.  Iln|ri<l,  tho  con* 
t'lniliDM  TiTttirM  ')(  whicli  wo  iiu)>l«'in,  in  nnWr  to  «tii>w  tlut  the  invocatiiim'' 
Mintfl  wan  M  fnnulmr  to  uiir  priHltHrvswini  na  it  i»  U>  na. 


"  Mttto  ItfAtn  [trowB  1"m»  noltm,  virtjo  Ix^niciiB, 
A'l  l>>||^inin  iHinii«r  uittt«  Uata  fmcv*. ' 
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'  f*>rl'Wijwift<'«l  wstii  of   tittrktiirti   L'ttiiMixlitNl    ilnriitif  tltnt  |««riml  -TIm 
l'<<lln|>-a  'A  rUiiianl  i>(  (  IniiftrL  ..I  I'lnimiun'iW.  ukI  "I  lliiii||Mr     KITiHita 
whM^li  IliM  raliKioii  lit  tlui  (NHiBti^  h^l  •)«riv>'«l  (rMiti  IhtMMt  liti'iAry  finlwl*-  * 
fciiHMi    Ktr<H'U  whi<!tt  fiinuun  iiKtiititR  hiul  tt^civiMt  (/.tui  tlif  uiiit*«*UI)lMh* 

#         OMnU     HI  I 'ill I4ill«<    lliAt<«>-v  i)(  hU  niMMioliml  lAUium    Hfc.  ('otuni< 

tiniliu  Ilia  anU  >l  l.utuii— At  llrt>|t>'iil/  Mill  in  MwltHrlauil-  lijiUMUIial 
thtt  Kt*U'hrntm\  ^Ifiiiiuit4-ry  <i(  Ikiliiiiu'-lliH  wriliiii(«  ftinl  «lvaUi--C'liftiMtor 
(if  Uhi  rliiiriih  iif  frtiUiiil  >l  tli«  uliiw  uf  Uia  "tiA  i^untiiry,  . 

TiiK  lUdi' century  forms  one  of  the  lirijpitot  O[iocli*'in  tli'o 
Niiii.ilii  iif  till'  Cliiiroli  of  Irclaiiil.  At  thin  |HTiud  tliu  uiunarvlu 
unil  iiriiiws  of  thu  luml  wcru  Cliristiaiis;  lliwir  «ulijei-t»,  »avu  in 
•oiiiu  fi'w  iiml  ri'iiiotu  iiliicvi,  liuil  gfiiiToualy  euibmceil  tliu 
fnitli  i  tli^  uiipii'iil  (Iriiiiiicnl  gupcntltiMti*,  which  h^id  for  an 
ninny  ii);t'ii>iriiiiii|iliuit  over  reason,  truth,  miil  monility,  won 
liiiil  iironlrims'nliilu  gimiliiiu  rt'li|{ion,  tin's  thii  |>ractice  of  the 
iiiont  nutiliiife  virtucH,  worn  pojjri'ssively  a<lvnncinK,  nmi  f'urnioil 
the 'sUuiJiiit?  "hnructiT  ol  the  nation.  It  has  boon  alreaily 
nlotoAjThyt  oilucution  ami  a  iiriusthftoil  (linonjjajjoil  (roin  attach- 
inentilo  thin  world,  wero  the  princiiial  ordliinr)'  rocana  em- 
ployed  liy  our  great  a|Ki!illu  and  liia  tuccvuoni  for  effecting 
tliiii  );riinil  anil  womlcrfiil  ruvolution.  Tliu  aanio  (jo«|>al-lika 
•yitleni  liad  ln'iii  followed  up  on  a  more  uxteniiive  aealu,  aud 
with  ainiilar  resullJt.in  thu  century  of  which  wo  aru  now  treat- 
ing. It  will,  thoroforo,  ho  necessary  in  this  chapter  to  turn 
our  attention,  first  In  the  prlnjjipul  sclnnils  or  coljuj^os  founded 
in  the  sixth  century,  together  with  the  history  of  the  ^rcat 
nnd  holy  men  hy  whom  they  had  been  eonductcil ;  and  then 
to  examine  thu  uilocts  which  these  eslaLlinhnients  had  pro- 
duced, not  only  in  Ireland,  but  likewiM  in  otJier  nnd  distant 
icffions.  From  among  llio  numberless  retreats  of  litcruturu 
l>v  which  our  country  had  in  this  oge  biNin  ilistinguishvd,  lour, 
principal  one*  shall  lie  selected ;  namely,  CioSard  under ^t. 
Finian — Ci/txFKaT  umler  St.  Brcnditn— CLONMiCNniji  under 
St.  Kicran,  and  Hanoo*  unijor  St.  Conigall.  Ci.o!«RD  is 
hituuted  near  th^  lunks  of  tlje  Itoyno,  m  the  barony  of 
Moyseiirnth,  county  of  Mcath,  and  iti  celebrated  monutery 
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»nd  achool  were  founded  by  St.  Pinian,  a.d.  530.  Finian 
WAS  a  native  of  Leinster,*  anil  linTinf;  spent  the  early  port  of 
his  life  under  tlio  carAJof  tlie  learned  Fortkern,  he  felt  a  de- 
sire to  visit  foreign  couimies,  for  tlio  purpose  of  actniiring  an 
adilitionul  stock  of  theological  information.  Accordingly,  be 
retired  to  Kilinuirc,  in  Ilritnin,  and  was  kindly  received  by 
the  holy  men,  David,  GiUlns,  and  Cadoc,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  some  time,  Neiir  this  place  he  afterwards  erected 
>hreo  churches,  and  remained  there  for  thirty  years.  About 
the  year  5iO  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  and  having 
luiidud  at  Ourn,  licar  Caf'nsare  Point,  in  the  county  of  Wex- 
ford, ho  sent  messengers  to  Muiriduch,  sovereign  of  Ply- 
Kinsellngh,  reijucsting  jwrmission  to  settle'  in  bis  territory. 
This  prince  was  overjoyed  at  the  arrival  of  Fini.tn,  and 
granted  bini  i^site,  on  which  he  erected  a  church  and  e»tnb 
iishud  a  religious  community,  at  a  place  called  Aclmd-alibla.t 
His  next  religious  establi>1inicnt  was  at  Magna,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Hy-lnirche  (county  of  Carlow).  lletB  he  taught 
tbeology,  and  gave  lectures  on  the  holy  Scriptures  for  seven 
years.  After  having  formed  retreats  of  ]iivty  and  education 
m  other  qunrten,  lie  came  to  Clonard,  a.d.  530,  which  at 
that  lime  was  a  dreary  and  frightful  desert.  Dierniit,  the 
monarch,  wns  his  particular  |iatron;  and  under  bis  sanction 
be  erected  the  celebrated  monastery  and  school  of  Clonanl, 
which,  in  the  sixth  century,  and  in  after  times,  was  tlio  fruit- 
ful nursery  of  learned  men,  zealous  missionaries,  and  eminent 
saints.  The  Scriptures  and  the  reading  of  the  Fathers  were 
|>articularlv  attended  to  in  this  retreat;  and  among  those  who 
received  their  education  in  it,  were  Columbkill,  Kieran  of 
Clonmncnois,  Kieran  of  Saigar,  Bremlan  of  Clonfert,  Columb 
of  Tirdtiglnss,  and  numberless  others.}  In  the  bouse  of 
Glonurd,  hospitality  kept  pace  with  literature.  Its  fame  soon 
spread  beyond  the  shores  of  Ireland,  and  scholars  in  multi- 
tuiles  repaired  thither,  not  only  from  BVituin,  but  also  from 
Gaul  and  other  |)arts  o£  the  continent.  Nor  ilid  its  reputa- 
tion cease  after  the  death  of  the  founder,  in  55i;  Clenard 
still  continued  to  send  forth  a  host  of  learned  men,  while 
these  missionaries  wore  not  only  the  ornaments  of  their  own 
country,  but  moreover  the  luminaries  of  foreign  and  distant 
lands.  In  1170  both  the  town  of  Clonard  and  its  ancient 
monastery  were  plumlered  and  laid  waste  by  MacMorough 
and  the  Kiiglisb  under  the  command  of  Stroiigbow.  This 
religious  estuulishment  continued  to  flourish  until  the  time  uf 
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Edward  VI,  when  its  poiwssions  wore  conHscated,  and  the 
monastery,  with  its  anpurtenancea,*  was  sranted  fur  ever  in 
fao-fami  to  Thomas  Cusacke  and  Richard  Slay ne,  at  a  (tipn- 
lated  annual  rent.t* 

Tlie  next  (lelohratod  seminary  estaklishoil  in  the  sixth  cen- 
tury was  that  of  Cmnvkrt,  near  the  Shannon,  in  tlie  county 
of  Galway,  founded  and  superintended  hy.'tluit  primitive 
father  of  the  Irish  Church,  St.  Brendan.  This  eminent  saint 
was  descended  from  the'iprinccly  family  of  IIiiii-Alta,  in 
Kerry,}  and  his  hirth,  as  has  been  already  observed,  was  fore- 
told by  St.  Patrick  himself.  Having  received  the  first  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  under  Krcus,  bishop  of  Slane,  ho 
repaired  to  Jarlatli  of  Tium,  und^i'  whom  he  is  supposed  to 
-liavc  read  theology.  Some  few  years  alter,  Brendan  retired  to 
Brittany,  where  ho  erected  a  m^ttistcry  and  school,  and 
nnion^  those  who  received  their  eilucation  uiidi'r  him,  is  men- 
tioned the  learned  Maclovius,  bishop  of  the  ancient  see  of 
Ailcch  or  Alectum,  now  St.  Mttlo.§  After  his  return  from 
Brittany  he  founded  the  great  monastery  and  college  of 
Clonfert,!  while  the  rule  which  he  drew  up  for  his  monks  was 
held  in  such  high  estimation,  that  it  was  supposed  to  have 
been  ilict;itoJ  by  an  ongcl.  St.  Brendan  presided  over  three 
thousand  monks,  including,  besides  the  community  of  Clon- 
fert, tlioao  who  belonged  to  the  other  houses  of  his  institute 
in  various,  parts  of  Ireland.  If  we  except  the  schools  of 
Clnnard  and  uf  Bangor,  this  at  Clonfert  deserves  to  be  ranked 
in  the  first  place  among  the  sacred  and  literary  institutions  of 
Ireland.  The  number  of  scholars,  and  ^wKitftlarly  of 
foreigners,  who  received  their  education  in  it,  soon  renuered 
its  name  celebrated.  Besides  theological  truths,  philosophy,  the 
sciences,  and  the  geiieral  literature  of  the  day,  were  taught 
in  the  schools  of  Clonfert;  and  the  aid  which  it  contributed 
in  dilfnsing  nioralitv  nt  home,  and  in  establishing  the  reputa- 
tion of  Ireland  in  distant  countries,  has  been  acknowledged 
and  deservedly  eulogized  by  many  of  our  ancient  writers. 
Henry  O'Oormacan  was  the  last  abbot,  in  1540,  when  the 
abbey  wa!s  plundered  and  suppressed  by  Henry  VIII,  and  its 
possessions  were  united  to  the  bishopric  of  Clonfert.^     \N'o 

*  At  the  t>eniHl  of  the  general  tiitppranion  of  religiona  houM«  in  Ircland,  this 
Ancient  i*ataltlinbn)ent  wsh  fmiutl  to  poMeM  160  mt'Wiuigua,  with  their  gnntens  ■ 
1)12  ikcrm  of  nralile  lanil,  1,280  ftcrea  uf  piuture,  192  acruH  of  lueatloH-,  184  aures 
of  uniltirwiXMl.  and  400  acrcii  of  moor,  a  great  {Mirtion  of  which  wast  situalcd 
in  Kilbreny,  Ballynlogh,  and  other  itarta  of  the  qouuty  of  Kildare.— Auditor- 
(lunernl.  / 

t  Aii.litorl!cnerar«  Office.  J  Trijiart.  I.  .1,  c.  47.    .     f  I'lilier,  n  MS. 
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hkve  no  oxaot  account  of  tlieso  pouessions,  but  thoy  mutt 
have  been  very  considornble. 

Tub  M0KA8TIC  BCiKioL  OF  Clohhacmois,  on  the  banki  of 
the  Shannon, and  in  the  burogy  of  Garrycastle  (King'i  County), 
may  be  jimtly  ranked  among  the  literary  oatablishincnts  of  the 
sixth  century.  Ita  founder,  St.  Kieran,  was  born  in  the 
county  of  iMc-ath,  a.o.  507,  but  hit  parents  were  originally 
from  Ulator.  Kieran  received  his  education  at  Clonard,  dfter 
which  ho  retired  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Nonnidius,  in  one  of 
the  islands  of  L<mgh  Erne,  in  order  to  improve  himself  still 
mure  in  tjie  knowledge  and  observance  of  monastic  discipline. 
Having  the  snnio  object  in  view,  he  afterwards  reiwired  to  the 
island  of  Arran,  anil  placed  himself  under  the  guidance  of  St. 
Enda,  whoso  monastery  was  at  that  time  considered  the  most 
rigorous  in  all  Ireland.  In  548  Kievan  removed  to  the  wes- 
tern banks  of  the  Shannon,  where  he  founded  the  great 
monastery  of  Cloiimaeuois,*  on  a  site  gr.inted  to  him  by  the 
monarch  Dennot.  The  scliool  attached  to  thii  monastery  was 
celebrated  particularly  for  theological  literature,  contomplutivb 
and  ascetic  exercises,  but,  above  all,  for  the  number  o(  mis- 
sionaries and  holy  persons  whom  it  produced.  St.  Kieran  died 
iu  tlie  prime  of  life,  and  shortly  after  ita  erection,  in  549, 
having  been  cut  olV  by  a  pestilence,  which  in  that  year  r»ge<l 
throughout  Ireland.  Although  a  simple  priest,  he  is  univer- 
suliy  considered  as  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Irish  Churcli,  and 
to  his  monastery  at  Clonmacnois,  together  with  its  appendant 
institutions,  the  literature  aiid  morality  of  Ireland  in  the  sixth 
century  were  eminently' indebted. 

The  celebrated  establishment  of  Rasoor  is  that  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  reader  must  now  be  briefly  directed.  Its 
founder,  St.  Conigall,  was  of  a  distinguishcil  family  of  Dala- 
radia,  and  was  born  abcnit  the  year  516.  Under  the  austere 
rule  of  St.  Fintan,  at  Clonenagh,  he  became  acquainted  with 
the  practice  of  monastic  discipline;  after  which  he  repaired  to 
the  schools  of  Clonmacnois,  where  he  finished  his  education 
and  was  ordained  priest  On  his  return  to  Ulster,  he  preached 
in  several  districts  of  that  province,  and  in  S5!l,  Comgall 
entered  Oalaradia,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  Bcnchor;  or,  as 
it  is  now  called,  Bangor,  near  the  bay  of  Carrickfergns,  in  the 
county  of  Uown.t  In  a  short  time  the  celebrity  of  this  house 
was  BO  great,  that  the  original  establishment  could  not  contain 
the  multitude  of  monks  and  scholars  who  flocked,  not  only  from 
all  parts  of  Ireland,  but  from  varipus  and  distant  countries  on 

•  See  e.  ii.  c«nturj  6.  t  Vwhtr,  lu  950. 
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the  cniuincnt,  to  loam  knowledge,  discipline,  >n(l  morality 
witliin  its  sacred  wrIIs.  The  number  was  at  one  time  com- 
puted at  three  tly>tisand  ;*  all  observing  the  rule  which  tho 
uint  liimself  had  drawn  up,  and  acting  under  his  instruction 
and  siiiwrlntendonec.  Among  these  may  be  noticed  Cormac, 
king  ot  south  lA<iiiHter,  and  Columbunus.f  one  of  the  greatest 
men  whom  the  Christian  Chnrch  could  boast  of  in  that  ago. 
iSt.  Ciilngall,  besides  hi8n)onajtip>.Uilo,  was  tho  author  of  several 
valuable  trnetii  on  literature  and  practical  morality,  and  is  most 
deservedly  ranked  in  tho  list  of  the  Fathers  of  the  Irish 
Church.t  The  fame  of  tho  schools  of  Danger  continued  for 
centuries  aftec  the  death  of  its  founder.  St.  Bernard  testifies 
that  its  name  had  been  spread  throughout  Europe;  and  we  are 
a!isure<l  by  rontcmporary  annalists,  that  while  numliers  re- 
paired to  llangor,  as  the  seat  of  science  and  wisdom,  still 
f;reatcr  multitudes  took  shelter  within  its  liallowed  walls,  and 
ooked  up  lo-it  as  an  asylum,  in  whose  sanctuary  they  might 
rest  secured  from  the  angry  and  perilous  scenes  of  a  trouble- 
some and  lluetuating  world.  William  O'Dornian  was  the  last 
abbot,  A.D.  1541,  when  the  work  of  national  ruin  commenced-^ 
What  Henry  VIII.  had  loft  undone,  Elizabeth  and  James  I, 
completed ;  while  the  ancient  abbey  of  Uangor,  and  that  jiart 
of  the  pos.ie8sions  situated  in  Uallyegan  and  Corbally,  were 
grnntod  for  ever  in  capite  to  Gerald  earl  of  Kildarc.| 

lly  tho  instrumentality  of  these  and  similar  establishments, 
did  the  Christian  religion  make  a  rupi<l  and  an  amazing  pro- 
gress over  Irelanil,  during  the  sixth  century.  Along  tho 
northern  const,  and  througliout  tho  province  of  Connaught, 
the  luimbcr  of  new  congregations  had  so  considerably  multi- 
plied, that  the  episcopal  sees  which  hud  been  already  founded, 
wero  now  deemed  insulKeient  for  tho  missionary  duties  of 
those  districts.  Besides  the  ancient  diocese  of  BIphin,  we 
find,  in  this  century,  four  additional  sees  established  in  the 
same  province ;  while  in  the  north,  together  with  the  territory  * 
of  Meath,  a  still  greater  number  derive  their  origin  from  the 
same  period.^     Tlic  triumph  of  the  Gospel  was  ^marked  with 

*  Sfloond  Life,  o.  13.  t  -^ot*  Malao,  o.  6. 

X  Coilux  Artlmllcli. 
i  The  )toMi>MioiiM  of  this  n-ti^iotis  MtablUhment  (jicconlin;;  to  an  incjniBition 
laiaa  in  tho  rui^n  of  .InintM  I.)  wore  tliirty-ono  townlandH,  anions  winch  wore 
Ifain^ur,  i\in>u)i,  Itolluw,  llatlonmjor,  4'arunM%  ilalleroliiiii,  ami  liilloul>ariton, 
all  MtuAtoil  in  tile  AnUand  tho  I  p[>or  ( 'LondeboT.  Likowinc  the  IWiiCophind 
UlanilH,  in  the  bayof  Carrickfer^ns,  bfgethcr  with  three  rectories  in  the  county 
of  jVntrini.  anil  the  sauie  niimlK'r  in  tho  narony  of  Ijoealo.  It  also  ]ioaHeHHo,l 
a  townUntl  in  the  lale  of  Man,  and  the  ajvownon  of  all  tho  vicara^ee  of  the 
above-mcDtfonetl  laniU. 

ii  A(i(l.-Oen.  ^  See  chap.  ii. 
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ainiitar  untfceo  in  the  princinidities  of  Thomond  and  Deimond. 
At  the  very  extremity  of  the  soutli,  in  rural  diitricla  as  well 
as  in  towi]B  and  villages,  suitable  edifices  liiid  been  raised 
for  the  celebration  of  the  divine  mysteries,  ami  thus  were  the 
ancient ''sees 'of  Cloyne  and  Ross  or);anized  and  established, 
duriiiR  the  |)eriod  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  But  tlie 
nuirulity  of  the  faithful  was  that  in  which  the  glory  of  the 
rising  Church  of  Ireland  chiefly  consisted ;  and  many  even  of 
our  princes,  sacriflcing  their  natural  thirst  for  fum»'  and 
laying  down  the  shield  oiid  the  sceptre,  retired  within  the 
silent  walls  of  the  monastic  ceil,  and  consecratuil  the  remainder 
of  their  days  to  the  service  of  their  God.  It  would  seem  as 
if  the  Almighty  hud,  at  this  time,  taken  Ireland  under  his 
especial  and  providential  care.  Other  countries  were  dis- 
tracted either  by  wars,  or  l>y  liei-esy  and  schism.  On  the 
continent  uf  Euro|)e,  one  general  scene  of  confusion  prevailed, 
,  The  groat  and  ancient  Komaii  Empire,  once  the  terror  of  the 
worhl,  was  struck  to  its  centre  by  countless  hordes  of  barba- 
rians, wjio  rushed  down  from  the  wilds  and  deserts  of  the 
north,  and  like  an  inundation  swept  all  before  them.  These 
savage  tribes,  after  having  made  tlieinselvcs  masters,  not  only 
of  Gaul  and  Simin,  and  other  Homan  provinces  to  the  west, 
but  likewise  of^the  rich  and  luxuriant  plains  of  Italy  and  of 
Uomo  itself,,  began  to  subdivide  and  form  dissensions  among 
themselves;  so  that  the  sword  for  centuries  remained  un- 
sheathed— society  seemed,  as  it  were,  tottering  to  its  founda- 
tion— the  temple,  the  sanctuary,  and  the  altars  of  the  Most 
High  had  been  polluted,  while  the  very  plains  of  Ihe  fountry 
were  crimsoned  with  the  bloo<I  of  its  bravest  inhabitants.  I'd 
ci>mplete  the  climax  of  this  scene  of  human  desolation,  schism 
and  heresy  (which  are  still  greater  curses  than  war,  and  which 
in  fact  are  tlie  forerunners  of  war,)  were  making  rapid  strides 
amongst  them.  The  most  ancient  and  venerable  and  funda- 
mental truths  of  the  Christian  religion  had  been  blasuhcmously 
assailed ;  and  novelties  hitherto  unheard  of — the  wiliT chimeras 
of  disa|>pointod  apostates — were  about  to  bo  set  forth  and  sub- 
stituted m  their  place.  Such  had  been  the  melancholy  picture 
which  the  great  continent  of  Europe  presented.  In  the 
meantime,  Ireland  wi)S  a  land  of  peace,  religion  aud  happiness; 
her  monarchs  were  practical  Christians— her  hierarchy  was 
establisheil — her  religious  institutions  were  rising  up  numerous 
and  magnificent — her  schools  of  learning  had  their  halls  and 
gates  thrown  open  for  the  welcome  reception  of  all  who  hud 
a  desire  to  coine  and  taste  of  the  fountain  of  knowledge — 
while  the  board  of  hospitality  was  spread  out  and  plentifully 
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fiirnishefl  for  tiie  traveller  and  the  stranger,  for  tlie  poor  and 
tlio  (IfHtitiite.  Hence  it  wna  that  foreigners  in  multitudes  fled 
forrefiico  and  for  education  to  Ireland,  during  the  sixth  and 
succeeding  centuries;  and  to  thik  circumstance  must,  most 
)irolmlily, lie  attributed  that  anxious  desire  which  our  great 
saints  had,  of  leaving  their  own  country,  and  of  going  forth 
to  ]ireach  the  Gospel  through  the  wilds  and  deserts  of  distant 
liinds.  Among  tlio  number  of  these  extraordinary  men,  S3. 
Colnmbl(ill  and  Colnmbanus  eminently  deserve  to  be  noticed; 
and  to  their  history,  the  remainder  of  this  chapter  Aall  bo 
devoted. 

Colniiiba  or  Columbkill  was  of  a  princely  race,  having 
been  descended  in  n  direct  line  from  Nial  of  the  nine  hostages, 
and  was  born  at  (inrtan,  a  district  in  the  county  of  Donegal, 
A.D.  5'if.  At  an  early 'ago  he  repaired  to  the  schools  of  St. 
Fininn  of  Mngl(l>ile,  in  the  county  of  Down,  and  afterwards 
attended  the  lectures  of  St.  Kinian  of  Clonard,  where  bv  his 
intense  application  to  sacred  literatiire,  and  his  extraordfnary 
rigorous  mode  of  life,  be  elicited  the  admiration  of  that 
muster  and  model  of  saints.  On  his  return  to  T-irconnell,  the 
couiitry  of  his  birth,  Coluniba  founded  a  sumptuous  mnnastery, 
on  A  eminence  near  Lough  ^oyle,  called  DaireColgaic, 
whence  is  derived  the  name  of  the  present  city  of  Derry.f 
1'liis  establishment  iiaving  been  committed  to  the  care  of  tho 
elder  monks,  the  present  uarony  of  liallycowen,  in  the  King's 
(^unty,  became  tlie  next  scene  of  his  missionary  labours;  and 
here  he  erected  tho  great  monastery  of  Durrogh,  a.d.  650. 
During  bis  residence  at  Durrogh,  several  prelates,  admiring 
his  sanctity,  judged  him  worthy  of  the  episcoiml  order,  and 
^nt  him  with  letters  of  approbation  to  St.  Etchen,  then 
resi<ling  at  Clnin-bile,'in  the  county  of  Meath.  Columba  was 
received  by  the  prelate  with  marks  of  great  kindness,  and 
shortly  after  was  ordained  priest;  the  saint  himself  having  an 
ohjection  to  be  raiseil  to  a  higher  rank  in  the  Church,  This 
event  occurred 'A.d.  551,  and  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 
To  this  period  'must  be  referred  the  date  of  the  numerous 
monastic  foundations,  jiarticularly  in  Ulster,  Sligo,  Koscommon, 
and  Meath,  which  then,  and  in  after  times,  constituted  the 
glory  and  ornament  of  the  Columbian  institute  in  Ireland. 
The  light  of  Christianity  liad  not  yet  beamed  upon  the 
Northern  Picts.  That  martial  and  powerful  people  liad,  for 
ages,  been  the  scourge  and  terror  of  surrounding  nations, 
but  having  been  weakened  by  constant  wars  and  successive 

*  Vmhn,  p,  689.        t  SamiBon'B  St>tu»  Survey,  p.  472. 
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revoliitinn4,tlieir(loniinion  became  graduallr  circnmscribcd,  and 
about  ibe  middle  of  tbo  sixtb  century,  tbeir  piwsvuiont  wore 
cenfiAed  to  nouie  of  tbo  tlebridea,  and  to  tlint  imrtion  of 
modern  Scotland  wbicb  brandies  to  tbo  nortb  of  the  great 
and  wild  range  of  tbe  (iruinpian  Mountains.  Coluniba,  view- 
ing witb  |iity  tbo  forlorn  etate  of  tliiii  nation,  nnd  tbo  still 
more  desolate  condition  of  his  own  countrymen  who  were 
■ettled  in  Arpyle  and  the  adjacent  tracts,*  determined  on 
proceeding  amongst  tlicni  and  laying  tbe  basis  of  a  new  an<t 
extensive  mission.  For  this  purp<ye  lie  set  out  from  Ireland 
in  Sli3,  accompanied  by  twelve  companions,  and  having  arrived 
at  ]{y,  a  grant  of  that  island  was  made  to  bim  by  his  relative, 
Conall,  king  of  tbe  Albanian  Scots.t  In  tbo  island  of  Hy  ho 
erected  a  monastery,  which  afterwards  became  his  favourite 
cstjiblisliinent,and  having  arranged  its  alTalrs,  Columba  departc<l 
with  a  few  com|>anions,  and  directed  bis  course  to>k'ard8  tbo" 
Picttsb  territories,  liride,  who  was  then  moimrch  of  that 
nation,  kept  his  court  at  Inverness.  This  prince,  on  being 
acquainted  with  Colnmlia's  intentions,  sternly  refused  even  the 
]>ermissi(»i  of  an  audience,  and  gave  directions  that  the  gates 
of  his  castle  should  be  locked.  This  order  was  carefully 
obeyed ;  but,  as  Adamnan  writes,  the  saint  placed  bis  band  on 
tbe  bojt;  at  tbe  namo  of  Christ,  tbo  massy  irons  gave  way, 
and  the  gate  flew  open  for  tbe  reception  of  tbe  man  of  God.| 
liride  very  soon  after  embraced  tbe  Christian  faith,  while  bis 
conversion  necessarily  contributed  to  prejiare  tbe  way  for  tbo 
more  successful  and  triumphant  progress  of  our  Columbian 
missionaries.  The  Orkney  islands  were  next  visited  by  our 
,  saint,  and  here  also  the  cross  of  Christ  was  planted  and  His 
Gospel  embraced  by  multitudes.  IJnt  tbe  Hebrides  or  Western 
islands  became  the  principal  scene  of  his  missionary  labours; 
nnd  to  tbe  conversion  of  these  wild  and  sei]uestcre<l  tracts,  all 
tbe  zeal  of  Columba  seemed  to  be  chiefly  directed.  Tbo 
inhabitant)  of  Ilimba  were  soon  gained  over  to  tbe  faith. 
Klna  was  next  honoured  by  the  erection  of  several  churches. 
In  tbo  island  of  Ethica,  be  laid  tbe  foundation  of  a  splendid 
monastery,  tbe  government  of  wbicb  was  committed  to  bis 
disci])lo  llaitbon  j  and  tinally  he  visited  Skey,  « hero  tbe  foith 
of  Cbristsmade  rapid  progress,  and  several  religious  institn-  . 
tions  were  soon  secnjrising  from  their  foundations.§    In  the 

*  It  may  W  pmjKr  to  remark  that  the  Scotfl  or  Irish  hut  formed  ait  oatAbliith* 
malit  in  North  liritaiti,  Alhaiu.a,  a  i>.  iV>3.  The  foundation  of  this  Suottiah 
kin^om  van  laid  hy  I.<iani.  flon  of  Krk,  and  hit  hrother  Fergiia,  who  lN.-caaie 
bifl  imme<liate  aueceaaor. — O'Klaheriy,  Ogyj^i,  j).  47*2. 
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itipantiine  Coltimba  pnid  frequent  visits  to  tlic  Dritiali  Scots, 
wlinmi  vcclesiuticnl  utiiiini  lio  !iii|>crintcndc(l,  and  nmong  wliom 
iiR  formed  several  establislinicnts,  tlie  most  considerable  of 
wliieb  Htood  ncnr  Lough  Awe,  in  Argyle.  His  nrinci|ial 
missionary  labours  were,  however,  devoted  to  tlie  Western 
Isles  and  to  the  I'ictish  territories.  These  places  ho  Bupi>lied 
with  churches  anil  enriched  with  monastic  foundations,  wiiich, 
having  lieen  suliji'ctcil  to  his  own  rule,  became  at  the  same 
time  seminaries  of  learning  and  nurseries  of  saints.  Adopting 
the  gystein  which  ho  had  been  taught  at  Clonard,  this  apostolic 
man,  during  liis  missionary  career,  took  cnrc  to  employ  the 
two  great  ordinary  mediums  ordained  by  Providence  for  the 
conversion  of  numkind — gratuitous  education,  ond  a  priesthood 
disengaged  from  the  world  and  bound  down  by  strict  and 
xileum  obligations.  By  means  of  these,  and  with  the  aid  of 
lleovcn,  (lid  the  Cross  and  the  Gospel  at  length  prevail;  the 
long  ond  dismal  reign  of  idolatry  was  brought  to  a  close,  and 
compelled  to  give  way  to  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  and  our 
■aint  was  ever  afterwards  revered  as  the  patron  and  apostle  of 
tlieso  extensive  regions. 

In  the  year  490,  St.  Columba  paid  a  visit  to  Ireland,  at 
which  time  nn  assembly  of  the  kingdom  was  held  at  Drum- 
coat,  in  the  county  of  Derry."  Aidus  was  then  monarch  of 
Irelanil,  and  the  saint  was  pressingly  invited  to  attend  this 
national  cbnrcntion.  One  of  the  principal  objects  for  which 
it  had  \>evn  summoned  wus  tho  suppression  of  the  bardic 
order,  against  which  n  general  outcry  was,  at  that  time,  raised 
throughout  the  country.  The  merits  and  importance  of  that 
bo<ly  liiive  been  variously  recognized  by  many  of  our  ancient 
annalists;  its  nature  and  otiices  are  thus  described  by  a 
modern  writer :t  "The  Irish  nation,  greedy  of  praise,  .and 
very  solicitous  about  its  history,  was  accustuuied,  from  its 
origin,  to  hold  in  high  estimation  professors  of  antiquity,  of 
whuni  there  was  a  great  ntmiber,  and  who  were  called  Anti- 
quarians or  Puets.  It  was  their  olHcial  duty  to  describe  the 
transactions,  wars,  and  trium|>hs  of  kings,  prnices,  and  heroes; 
to  register  the  genealogies  and  prerogatives  of  noble  families, 
and  to  mark  and  distinguish  the  boumlarics  of  districts  and 
lands.  They  wrote  in  verse  preferably  to  prose,  partly  for 
the  purpose  of  helping  the  memory,  and  partly  to  gnord 
against  the  diffusiveness  of  prosaic  composition."  The 
charges  alleged  against  them  were,  that  their  numbers  had 
multiplied  to  such  an  extent  that  they  became  art  intolerable 
iiniMuce  to  the  country;   and  again,  that  their  insufferable 

•  Tr.  Til,  p.  378.  t  O'Doiuiel,  I.  3,  c  3. 
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impudence  frequently  allowed  them  to  extol,  in  the  most 
oxnpRomleil  strainB,  tiich  of  the  nobility  as  paid  them  well 
nnd  entertained  them  hospitably;  while  others  who  refused 
to  comply  with  their  cxorbitiiirt  deninndii,  were  sure  to  bo 
siitirised  and  villified.  In  shurt,  that  thoy-mnmed  about  the 
country  ill  fp'fiups;  were  literally  billeted  on  the  people,  and 
required,  as  u  llglit,  the  Uest  of  every  thing, — a  demand  which 
tlio  inhnliitants,  overawed  by  these  lampooners,  ha(^  seldoi 
the  fortitude  to  refuse.  On  those  clmrges  the  wholes  oi 
would  most  prnhably  have  been  st^pressedj  had  not  CoM 
interfered.  Upn  Iris  a<Ji(ice  if  was  finally  agreed  that  they 
should  be  reduced  to  a  limited  number,  and  placed  under 
such  regulations  that  tlio^  could  no  longer  bo  an  annoyance  to 
the  public*  From  Urumcoat  St.  Columbkill  repaired  to  his 
favourite  monasteries  of  Uerry  and  of  Durfagh.  He  after- 
wards proceedefl  to  Clonmacnois,  where  he  was  received  with 
great  marks  of  respect  and  veneration.  Uii  next  visit  was  to 
8t.  Comgall  of ,  Uangor,  ami  from  thesa,  he  went  to  Cole- 
ruinc,  the  inhabitants  of  which  assembled  in  multitudes  to  see 
the  siiint  and  to  receive  his  lifncdiction.  This  is  the  last 
place  in  Ireland  where  w%  find  Ht.  Coluniba.  He  returned  to 
Hy,  and   notwithstanding   his   great  ago,   he   continued   to 

fovern  that  ami  his  other  numerous  religious  establishments, 
'requently  did  he  pray  that  the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  call 
him  to  himself  at  the  expiration  of  thirty  years  after  his  first 
arrival  at  Hy;  and  that  period  having  now  elapsed,  Columba 
looked  with  hojio  and  joy  to  his  deprture  from  this  world, 
but  was  apprized  in  a  vision  that  h>s  presence  on  earth  was 
still  necessary  for  four  years  longer.  The  happy  day  was  at 
length  approaching,  and  the  saint  went,  accompanied,  by  his 
attendant  Diermit,  to  bless  the  bam  belonging  to  the  monax- 
tery.  Having  acquainted  Diermit  that  said  day  would  be  his 
last  in  this  world,  he  ascended  an  eminence  anil  with  uplifted 
hands  gave  his  blessing  to  the  monastery.  On  his  return  he 
sat  down  in  an  adjoining  hut  and  copied  a  part  of  the  Psalter; 
but  having  come  to  that  passage  in  the  33rd  psjilm,  "  Inqui- 
rentes  autem  Dnminuni,  non  ileKcient  omni  bono,"  he  stopped 
and  said  "  let  ISuithen  write  the  remainder."  The  saint  after- 
wards attended  vespers  in  the  choir,  and  then  retired  to  his 
cell,  where  he  reclined  on  his  bed  of  stone,  and  delivered  in- 
structions which  Were  at  a  future  time  to  be  communicated  to 
the  brethren.  When  the  hour  for  midnight  prayers  had 
arrived,  ha  hastened  to  the  church  and  was  the  first-to  enter 
it.  Diermit  appeared  soon  after,  and  found  him  in  a  reclining 
•  O'Donuel,  L  3,  c.  7. 
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))n!itiire  hpforo  tlie  nllftr  nnd  at  the  point  of  deatli.  Instantly 
tlio  liretlircn  wore  nssombled,  in  prief  and  loara,  around  liini ; 
.  hut  tlic  luiiiit  ruining  his  oycn,  loultocruimn  them  with  a  bright 
and  chi-erful  countennnco;  and  tlion,  witli  iho  asaistanco  of 
Dicrmit,  niisJng  his  riglit  hand,  ho  gave  liis  last  benediction  to 
tliO  comniiniity,  nnd  ruHif^nod  Ida  happy  soul  into  tho  hands  of 
his  Saviour,  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  tlio  9th  of  June,  A.n. 
807,  and  in  tlie  VOtli  year  of  his  ago* 

Tho  memory  of  lllis  great  and  cxtraonlinary  saint  will  be 
over  held  in  tho  most  profound  veneration,  not  only  in  Ireland, 
but  also  in  Scotland,  the  Hebrides,  and  over  the  western  world. 
Although  but  a  sffliplejffiest,  St.  Columba  possessed  for  many 
years  an  occlesiastic«l  juris(licti<^i  even  over  tho  bishops  of 
these  countries;!  and  this  singular  privilege  ma,  as  a  mark 'of - 
respect  for  his  memory,  epjoyed  by  his  successors  for  a'  con- 
siderable time  after  his  death.  He  drew  up  a  monastic  rule, 
which  was  scriipulouslv  observed  in  ^U  tho  hquaeil  of  hi^ 
institnto^  ijit  ColumbKillc  composed  scvemi  tracts,  •both  in 
prose  and  \  erso,  aboundyig  with  great'  biblical  rcsearth  and 
theological  learning.  Colgan  has  publishecL  three  of  hja  l^itlri- 
hymns,  the  first  of  which,  after  comiftencing  with  thu' I'Jternity, 
Unity  and  Trinity  of  (iod,  bmuches  aH  into,  several  s-icr^d, 
subjects,  and  concludes  with'an  awful  dcyscription  of  the  day 
of  judgment,  tlio  resinrection  of  mankind,  and  ^jio  future 
state  of  the  just  and  unjust.  Uesides  his  hymns,  he  has  also  I 
loft  a  benutifid  tract  in  honour  j)f  St.  Kieran  of  Clonniacnoim 
His  last  work  was  a  life  of  St.  I'atri(fk,  written  in  Irish;  of 
which  mention  is  made  several  times  by  tjie  authors  of  tho 
Tripartite.  With  res|)ect  to  those  prophecies  which  commonly 
appear  under  the  sanction  of  his  name,  there  seems  to  ()o  uo 
settled  9piniun  ilmong  antiquarians.  Ussher,  Colgan  and 
others  receive  ?i>me  of  them  as  genuine,  and  many  of  them 
they  reject  ns  sp«rio>i«.§  St.  Coltimbkille  was  succeeded  in 
the  government  of  Uy  by  liaithen;  and  while  his  institute 
contributed  to  the  salvation  of  thousands,  it  stood  for  cen' 
turies  after,  tho  glory  and  bright  ornament  of  tho  western 
Church. 

Ne.tt  to  the  liistory  of  St.  Columbkille,  that  of  tho  groat 
Cor.iiMBANiig  <leserves  to  ho  noticed.  Columbanus  was  a 
native  of  Leinster,  and  was  born  about  tho  year  551).  When 
a  youth,  ho  was  plaocd  under  the  care  of  tho  venerable 
Senile,  a  man,  at  tliat  time,  very  eminent  for  his  sanctity  and 

•  Ailamnnii.  I.  .1 ;  AniiMu  cif  IiinUfnl.         +  Ik'de,  1.  .1.  c.  I. 
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kmnvlivliro  (if  lliu  lioly  Scripture^  Wliilo  uiiilfr  tlie  iimlruc- 
tioii  of  this  muster,  Coliiiiil)»nus  formed  t\w  ilolcriniimtion  of 
(>iiiliracin)>  tlio  niiiniiHlic  sluto,  and  for  tliat  piirpoiie  repaired 
to  ttiingiir,  wliori'  he  rcmiiinvd  for  miiiiy  vears,  under  the  dia- 
ripluio  of  the  holy  ahl^t  St.  CumKi'll-  Diirinf;  thia  time, 
Cohniihaniia  ciive  many  ami  strong  proofs  not  only  of  a 
iiowerfiil  mind  and  of  nnperior  talenta,  hut  IlkcwiHO  of  n  most 
lioiy  diapiisltion  anil  an  nrdont  desiro  to  please  his  (Jod,  and 
C'liiscerato  the  reniaiiiiler  uf  his  days  to  his  sacred  service. 
With  this  ohji'ct  in  view,  he  resolved  to  retire  to  some  foreign 
rounlrv,  and  havin;;  commnnicatcd  his  intentions  to  St 
Comijall,  twelve  of  the  hrethren  were  selected  and  adopted 
hy  him,  as  the  companions  of  all  his  fntnrc  spiritnni  lahimrs. 
'I'lie  provincea  of  (iaiil,  and  of  the  whule  south  of  Knro|io, 
pri'aiiited  at  this  jicriod  a  most  frif;htfnl  picture.  Even  as 
■vet,  tlie  hnviches  occasioned  hy  invasion  without,  and  much 
more  hy  diRcoiitent  aiyt  rehellion  within,  had  hy  no  means 
lieen  repaired  j  socielyappeared  unsettled ;  law,suborilination— 
every  material  requisite  for  its  fr<une-work  sgenied  to  liaye 
•J'een  .wantinj?,  ,whllo  Inlidehty  and  licetitiouidtess,  tlnj  usual 
nftendjifits  ,011  war,  made  awful  ttriiles,  and  prevailed  alinpst. 
'universally,  frimi  the  throne  to, the  cot'Uge.  ColundtRpus 
,^ui<l  his  cttinpanions,  after  making;  n  shon  stay  in  Britain, 
sailed  for  the  coast  o|  Gaul,  arfll  al)ouV  the  year  5!K)  arrived 
*^n  the  frontiers  of  IJui'^nnily.  The  tieifilihonriiig  territory  of 
the  N'osijea  was  that  which  the  saintMinil  his  cwipantbns  had 
now  selected ;  and  liavinj;  wnetrated  into  this  wild  and  deso- 
late region,  they  took  nji  tlieir  ahodo  in  a  deserted  fort  called 
'  Anayrates,  sitnateil  in  the  present  Fnmche-comte.  In  this 
solitude  they  endured  they  jfrcafest  distress,  having  lived 
merely  on  a  limited  supply  of  wild  herhs  and  a  8|H'cie3  of 
apples  which  that  wilderness  hail  proiluced.  The  fame  of 
their  sanctity  hail  soon  spread  thron^di  the  surrounding 
country,  and  mnltiludes  of  people  came  to  hear  the  word  of 
life  from  the  li|>s  of  our  saint;  while  many  of  thcni  presented 
themselves  and  )>rayed  to  he  adnntted  into  his  community. 
It  was  soon  found  necessary  to  erect  a  monastery;  and  a  site 
was  lixcd  upon  named  iMxovium,  now  J.u.Teiiil,  in  the  heart  of 
the  forest,  ahont  eight  miles  distant  from  Anagrates,*  The 
nnmher  of  postulants  increasing  daily,  and  among  them  not 
a  few  of  the  nohility,  n  second  establishment  was  founded, 
at  a  ))I:ice  which,  on  account  of  its  nnmher  of  springs,  he 
tailed  Ad-fiintanas  (Kontaines).     For  the  use  of  these  estab- 

•  Fleury,  Huit.  Kiel.  1.  3.V 
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lislimcntii  Colilintianus  drew  up  a  rule,  which  wan  nfterwnrds 
rccoivcil  mill  ulaorved  in  France  before  tlmt  of  St.  Uencilict 
)uul  l)ccn  introcliicfd  iijto   tliiit  country.*      Tlie    C<iluml)ii>n 
cnnatitutionn  wore  approved    of  nnd    hislily  couiniondoil  hy 
the   (iailican   hishons  in   tlio  Council  of    Macon,    a.d.    027; 
and  after  lmviii>;  Leen    for  many    yeitn  tlio  rule  of  soveml 
monasleriefi,  not  only  in  France,  hut  also  in  Italy,  Germany, 
and  Switaerliind,  became  at  Icnj^th  moditicd  and  nicorpomted 
with  those  of  .St.  Iluncdict.     Cohimlmnus  had  not  been  very 
long  at  Lu.xen,  when   he  had  to  endure  one  of  those  sturui!) 
which  not  iinfrequently  fall   to  the  lot  of  itculous  and  holy 
men.     Tliiii  persecution  was  net  on  foot  by  Theodoric,  kiu<;  of 
Iturgunily,  or  r.uhcr  by  tin;  powerful  thoiiirh  secret  n(;eney  of 
the  queen-<lo\vaj?er   lirunchunt.t     For  some  time  Theodoric 
had  treated  the  saint  with  great  marks  of  rosiwct,  wn.s  wont 
frequently   tn   visit   him  in   lii.i  solitmlo,   and   listened  with 
attention  to  the  instructions  which    he   was   always  sure  to 
receive.     Uut  the  good  impressions  which  the  saint's  counsel 
hurt  made  on  the  mind  of  the  king,  were  as  speedily  removed 
by  the  b.ad  example  and  wicked  desijrns  of  the  quecn-dowaj»er. 
This  hau)ihtv  and  irrelij;ioiis  woman  had  lonn  held  the  reins 
of  power  in  licr  hands ;  the  king's  marriage  was  recommended 
anil  settled  npon. — a  riv(il  in  tlie  ciuirt  conlil  not  be  endured — 
and  to  prevent  the  possibilitv  of  such  an  occurrence,  every 
means  were  employed  to  del>aUch  the  morals  of  the  young 
prince,  and  to  lead  him  into  the  most  shameful  excesses.     By  . 
ncr  intrigues,  the  |>;dace  was  converted  into  a  <len  of  pros- 
titutes; ilecency,  order,  and  religion  were  sot  at  naught,  anil, 
as  is  generally  the  case,  the  example  was  Ibllowed  in  other 
quarters,  so  that  the  infection  was    making  its  way  rapidly 
thrimgh  the  dillerent  classes  of  society.     Colundianus  remon- 
strated with  'riieilnric,  but  his  udnionitions  were  unheeded. 
At  that  time  the  court  had  Ijeen  removed  to  Spissia.     Thither 
the  saint  repaired,  but  could  not  be  prevailed  n|)on  to  stop  at 
the  palace  or  in  any  of  the  mansions  belonging  to  the  king. 
Theodoric,  however,  on  hearing  of  his  arrival,  was  resolved 
to  receive  him  with   beconung  resiiect;  the  servants  of  the 
royid  household  were  in  attendance;  a  sumptuous  rejKist  was 
got  ready,  and  wines  of  delicious  flavour  with  other  Iiqueui°s 
were  laid  before  him.     lint  these  tokens  of  resjiect,  however 
flattering  to  others,  were    not   such   as   Columbanus, would 
admire,  nor  had  they  a  sihgle  charm  by  which  he  could  even 
I'tir  a  moment  be  diverted  from  the  high  object  which  he  had 

•  tlibliuth.  Tiitr  turn.  Vi.  t  J"nn«,  c.  I". 
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in  viuw.  "  WImt  moanctli  thin  munifieoncc?  (nbsorvos  tho  saint) 
why  those  costly  presents,  wliicli  to  its  must  bo  unaccuptitblo? 
It  is  written:  '  Tlio  Most  lligli  rejects  tlio  gift  of  the 
iniiiious';*  nur  is  it  meet  timt  the  scrvnnts  of  God  should  be 
dehle<l  witli  such  \uin<ls."  The  king  and  Driinclmnt  made 
most  solemn  iironiises  of  reform;  sciirccly,  however,  had  the 
saint  dcpirted,  when  the  irregularities  of  tho  court  wore 
n>nuwod,,and  sooftes  of  vico  and  profli>;acy  of  a  still  darker 
shade  were  introduccil.  As  a  last  resource,  Cohimbnnus 
a(ldrcs9c<l  n  strong  letter  to  tho  king,  denouncing  ].\»  licen- 
tious condnet,  iind  refusing  to  hold  communion  <\'i'h  him, 
unless  ho  should  give  at  once  ample  signs  of  repentance,  and 
aliaitdun  \\in  wicked  career.  Thi^  remoiistance  would  most 
iirobiihly  Imvc  Jiud  oBbct,  Were  it  not  for  the  intlucncc  ot 
llrunchunt.  ^%«t.wickcd  woman,  at  once  bnraged,  and  still 
anxiouH  to  maintain,  jier  powey,  c^en  at  the  cx[H!nso"  of  the, 
royal  chm-nctor,  had  used  eyery  means  to  inltamo  the  f>aa- 
sions  of  Theodone,  ami  so  far  diil  she  succeed,  that  tho  king  • 
hiniseir,  attendoil  by  his  coiirHoi"3  and  guards,  set  out  for 
liUNeii,  (k'trnnineil  on  biinisliini;  Columlianus  and  the  com- 
munity fnnu  his  dominitms.t  'i'hft)doric  forced  hisnway  into 
the  cloister;  an  armed  soliliery  were  now  stationed  in  tho 
house  of  imiyor,  while  tho  saint  hiiiiself,  remaining  in  the 
sanctuary  and  with  the  liniifletis  of  a  martyr,  boldly  addressed 
the  king:— "Jf  (he  exclaims)  thou,  Sire,  art  ijomo  hither  to 
violate  the  discipline  already  established,  or  to  destroy  the 
dwellings  of  the  servants  of  Uod,  know  that  in  heaven  there 
is  a  just  anil  on  avenging  power;  thy  kingdom  shall  bo  taken 
from  tlico,  and  both  thou  and  thy  royal  race  shall  bo  cut 
off  and  destroyed  ou  the  earth."  *riie  dcimnciation  alarmed 
Theodoric;  he  withdrew  andl'etirod  to  his  palace;  however,  a 
body  of  annod  men  were  soon  after  directed  to  proceed  to 
Luxeii  and  oxjX'l  Ci>lundianus,  together  with  such  of  the  monks 
as  were  fioin  Ireland,  out  of  Tlieodoric's  dominions.  Those 
member.f  of  the  loinmnnity  who  had  been  natives  of  France 
wore  perniltled  to  reniaifa;  and  the  saint,  on  his  departure, 
amidst  tho  teara  an<l  lamentations  of  his  brethren,  bi>sought 
them  to  be  of  good  he:irt,  for  that  the  Lord  would  ho  to  them 
a  Father,  and  rowaril  them  "ith  mansions  into  whicl'i  the 
workers  of  sacrilege  can  never  expect  to  enter.  St.  Colum- 
banus  departed  from  the  Vo.sgcs  in  tho  year  610,  after  having 
resided  about  twenty  yeors  in  that  country.^  The  captain  of 
the  guard,  Kagamund,  had  orders  to  escort  tho  religious  to  the 
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coait,  which  commission  wns  oxccntod  witli  great  cruelty. 
The  journey  w»s  performed  liy  niglit  as  well  as  by  day,  and 
linvins  at  Icngtii  reached  Novers,  they  were  com|)^lled  to 
cmlaric  uii  lioat-i  thou  [ilyingon  the  I^uire.  I'ussin>;  uy  Tours, 
tlioy  tirrivcd  \(ith  irreat  .diflioiilty  nt  Nant/.,  and  hero  they 
rcniaiiiod  fur  uunic  days  waiting  for  a  paasace  to  Ireland.  At 
Ivnjjtii  a  vessel  was  found  ready  to  s-iUianuthe  saint  with  hia 
comnuniuns  were  put  on  board.  Scarcely,  however,  had  they 
readied  the  ocean,  when  a  violent  storm  aro.so,  by  which  the 
vctsol  was  driven  back  and  cast  on  the  Bhore,  where  it  lay 
stranded  during;  the  ni;;ht.  The  captain  anil  his  crew  concoiv- 
ini;  that  this  misfortune  arose  in  consequence  of  having  the 
saint  and  his  brethren  on  board,  refused  to  caiTy  thciu  any 
farther,  and  accordingly  they  were  left  on  shore,  when  imn^ 
>  diately  the  storm  abated  and  the  shin  put  out  to  sea.  Coluni- 
banuB,  recognizing  the  will  of  IleanMi  in  these  events,  ami 
coiisciiiusof  the  iiii[>ortaiit  scjrvifcs  wljiih  ho  niightronder  tu 
the  ignorant  and  nnsuttleil  inhabitants  of  that  Wioii,  proceeded 
with  his  companions  to  Nantz,  .'ind  without,  ii|MM  interruption 
bent  bis  coui-so  to  the  kittgijoin  of  Aukfrasia,  then  governed  b^ 
Thcodobert,  brother  of  the  Vosgcsian  Theodoric.  llii  ulteriM 
object  was,  to  form  a  settlement  in  some  part  of  Italy  near  the 
Alps.  Thither,  therefore,  he  proceeded,  and  during  his  journey 
was  kTiully  received  by  several  bishops,  and  experienced  groat 
hospitality  from  Clotharius,  a  relative  of  Theodoric  and  king 
of  tlio  8oisaons.  W'hen.tlie  saint  had  entered  the  dominions 
of  Thoodoberl  (Aiiatrasia),  he  was  introduced  to  the  king,  and 
was  received  with  marked  ies])ect  luid  distinction.  Having, 
after  a  few  days,  embarked  on  tlio  Ithine,  he  continued  his 
route  to  Mentz,  where,  at  the  request  of  the  bishop,  he  ]ireaclied 
to  the  jieople,  and  would  have  been  detainui,  but  his  love  for 
the  desert,  and  his  glowing  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  its  inha- 
bitants being  still  paramount,  he  was,  nt  bis  own  request, 
allowed  to  proceed  on  his  journey.  At  the  desire  of  the  good 
kiiig  Thcodobert,  be  travelled  along  the  lake  Zurich  in  Swit- 
Kcrlaiid,  and  in  the  canton  of  Zug  converted  a  great  number 
of  souls  to  the  faith  of  Christ.  From  thence  Columbanus 
departed  to  Arbona,  near  the  lake  of  (Constance;  hut  this 
district  havini'  been  tolerably  supplied  with  niissioimries,  our 
saint  directeil  his  course  to  the  ancient  Ilrigantium  (Bregentz), 
then  inhabited  by  an  idolatrous  peojde.  The  holv  missioiier 
here  met  with  anjmmediato  repulse;  judging  it',  therefore, 
more  prudent  to  coiiunence  his  laboura  with  the  Suevi  or 
ancient  Swiss,  who  dwelt  in  the  adjoiniiij;  lantls,  he  removed 
amtmgst  them ;  an  1  Ijy  numerous  miracles  and  incessant  preach- 
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inp,  niilod  by  tlio  ^ood  example  of  hiii  community,  ho  ulti- 
matuly  ■iiccuuilinl  in  converting  the  entire  populution  of  tliia 
svipicstvri'il  iind  liithorto  unfre<iuentc<l  territory.*  Keturnini; 
to  Itrvxeiilz  with  hiit  brethren  nnil  a  number  of  the  Suovi, 
Columbanus  entered  their  |ia).'un  tcnijilc  on  the  day  of  u  solemn 
festival;  ho  udilrenncd  tho  [>e<i|ile.  and  culled  on 'the  name  of 
Christ,  when,  a»  the  historian  relates,  tho  three  great  brazen 
ini»i{eH  whieh  their  ancestors  worshipiied  were  upset,  and  tho 
leuiiin^  men  and  princi]Kd  |H)rti<in  of  the  inhabitants  ctnbraccd 
thu  fuitli.  At  their  re(|uosl,  the  saint  aftcrwanis  erected  a 
uumHtery  in  their  nci^'hbourhoo<l,  and  following  the  custom 
of  Irelaml,  hud  a  seminary  annexed  to  it,  which  in  ufti.-r  times 
became  exceedingly  celebratcil.  At  this  period,  be  felt  a  strung 
desire  to  preach  the  (lospel  to  the  Venetii  or  Schivi,  who  were 
likewise  ignorant  of  the  true  Gwl,  but  in  consequence  of  a 
vision,  he  |H'rceived  that  the  time  hud  nut  yet  come  fur  the 
conversion  of  that  |ieo|ilu.f 

St.  Columbanus  now  proceeds  on  bis  journey  to  Italv,  and 
arriviMl  in  Milan  about  the  year  Oli-t  The  Arian  heresy, 
altbongh  ably  refuted  by  various  writers  and  solemnly  con- 
demned by  the  Council  of  Nice,  was  still  upheld,  and  its 
impious  tenets  advocated  by  a  considerable  (wrtion  of  the 
eastern  Church.  Against  these  herctics./Colunibanus  pub- 
lisheil  a  very  learned  tract,  in  which  be  demonstrated  the 
diWnity  of  tiesus  Christ,  both  from  the  authority  of  the  sacred 
Scriptures  und  the  ununimous  tradition  of  ages.§  At  this 
|)eriod,  likewise,  tho  celebrated  question  of  the  three  chapters 
bad  caused  an  unusual  sensation  all  over  Italy.  These  pro-, 
ductions  tt(!ro  condemned  in  the  second  general  Council  of 
Constantinople,  yet  the  controversy  connected  with  them  wa», 
oven  now,  like  the  waves  of  a  troubled  ocean,  beating  high 
and  restless,  and  especially  in  the  district  of  Milan.  This  it 
was  which  occasioned  St.  Columbanus  to  write  his  celebrated 
epistle  to  pope  lionifaco  IV. ||  In  this  very  able  and  learned 
dnennient,  he  aililresses  Honifaco  as  the  most  honoured  head 
of  all  tho  churches — as  the  most  cxalte<l  prelate,  and  as  the 
piistor  of  pastors.lf  Ho  then  apologises  for  having  troubled 
Ids    holiness,   declaring    that  he  hud  done  so  at  the  argent 

•  Fleury,  1.  .17;  Jonan.  c.  2ft      +  Joiia«,  c  28.  ,  J  Uuratori  AniuL  <l'It«I. 

ji  .ImiiiA.  0.  '.><l.        II  M;il>illi>n  Aiuul.  L  it 

•J  Thu  title  of  tho  eiiwlU"  nms  thiw  :  "  Fulclicrrimo  OmDiiini  totiiis  Eiimi«u 
Koeltwianini  t'a)>iti,  Paiuu  iirwdnlui,  pm-oelBo  rm'iiuli.  PiMtoniiii  I'lutori, 
It4wnn!iii)iutmi>  S|hh  iilaUiri,  huDiiltimtis  ccltiffliiuo,  lailiinius  ni.ixiiuu,  ogrvHiis 
iirlKvnn,  niiurol<t^qi»  i;ln<)iK>titiiwitnu,.vxtn.>iiiuN  primo,  perefn'iuuH  iii4i^ciiiv,  )«u- 

IHirculiiN  |im')Nitviiti  (liiintiii  ilictu  nova  n'S  rara  avii  f)  HcriLent  liudut  Uonitavio 
'Atri  raluiitbus."— Vulu  C'ldlcctauea  Sacra,  ap  Fleming. 
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rrqiient  nf  tliu  kin^  (Arniilf);  iinil  iiftor  liiinilily  ini|iluriii)r  liiiii 
tu  i'iii|i|i>y  liiii  iiiitlicirily  iinil  put  an  end  tu  the  Hclii«in,  liu  con- 
cliicli'ii  bv  suyiii),':  "  Kiir  wo,  liUli,  iirc  diMvipkii  of  St,  I'otpr  • 
niid  8t.  Paul,  ami  of  all  tliu  rliviiU'ly-iuiipirvU  canouical  writi'ra; 
adliuriii);  voiistantly  to  tliu  fnitii  ami  a|H>iitollc  dovtriiie. 
Amoni/  ua  ueitlu'-v  JrWt  heretlf,  itur  nrhUinalic  Ciin  tte  Jountlt  f'iti 
</it  Catholic  faith^  enti'ri*  ituii  tiiuhitkrn,  prevwlt/  an  tee  htwi  r«- 
ceivtil  it  fritm  ycM,  tcluf  nrf  the  nticceMor  of  the  holii  Afwstlea. 
Kor  aa  I  luivu  already  aaid,  wi'  arc  altaelicd  to  the  cliair  of  St. 
I'etut,  anil  ulthouj^li  Kmui!  ii  (jreat  and  renowned,  yi't  with  ii» 
it  U  fih-nl  and  ilialln^'uUlicil  only  on  aodoinit  of  that  a|KMtolic 
cliuir.  Tlirou;;h  tliu  two  A|Hi»tlu»  <i/  OhrUt  ye  arU  nl||ioitt 
celuAtial,  and  Home  is  the  head  of  (/m  chmcht'  of  the  teorlil"' 
In  tlio  year  lilil  St.  tivlinnbanUH,  at  tliu  earncHt  iviyiebt  of  tliu 
khif;,  founded  thu  eeluliratud  inoiiaatery  ot  Itidiliio,  19  a  niaftiii- 
Kcently  roniantiu  |Hirt  of  the  Aiijitrtnies.f  In  thu  mean  tiiiiu 
Theiiiforic  wa.s  cut  oil,  ju.'ft  n.s  liu  had  been  on  tlia.Mt^Witf 
wa^in^'  war  a).'uiiiat  Ills  relative  Clotliariu»;  tno^f  lii!i  »i<m  -■ 
were  slain,  and  tliu  third  was  banixlied  the  kingdom.  Tim 
iiifamouH  llriiiiehant  was  put  to  death  by  Clotliarins,  wlxi 
accordingly  aitceiided  the  throne,  ami  liecaiiiu  monarcli  of  all 
France,  A. D.  tilH.}  Tlio  Kaiiit,  thua  tried  in  thu  crucible  and 
vxliuuHted  irjth  labiuir,  »peiit  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  thu 
holy  retreat  of  lioliHio,  and  died  on  lliu  21$t  of  Novuiiiber, 
AD.  (il,'),  and  in  tht^T^nd  year  of  his  age. 

It  would  liuiim|MHiiiblu  in  this  review  to  enlarge  specifically 
on  thu  learneil,  theological,  and  clusKical  writings  of  this  great 
and  holy  man.  An  analysis  of  his  works  is  to  be  had  in 
Diipin's  liibliothei|ue;  and  an  accurate  and  erudite  inquiry 
into  that  iiortion  of  liis  works  which  aru  lost,  may  be  found 
in  the  "  liistoiru  Litterairc  du  la  France,"  by  thu  liuiiedictiiies.§ 
The  inoiiioryof  this  great  saint  will  be  forever  revered  in  the 
western  Church;    and    while    in    Ireland  his  name   shall  bu 


•  Thu  |Min«am»  (it'MirvM  t<»  lie  noticcl.  It  sirnnli  aniithor  ci>nvinciiig  lirooC 
of  t)iu  tliH^triue  »f  tlu'  aiiuii-nt  IriKb  t'liiirch,  rilittivf,  %ti  tliu  HiiprLiiiacy  i*f  tlio 
aee  of  Itoiiiu,  aiiil  tilt!  r-iiiitro  wliotic,  Ha  vuctutiaMtical  jiliiMlictiun  lijul  beuit 
dt!rivi.tl.     K{i.  oil  lliin.     Viile  Ai>iii.-uilU  Nu.  1. 

t  Muliill'in.  Aiinal.  llciitul.  I.  to.  ;  AW|i(  Climnol. 

$  Aix'onlin^  Ut  FldJuiiif;,  (('.illect.  f^acr  )  libt  world,  uotmiflt  uf  iwventveii  ilU- 
coiimv  »n  vaniiiiH  Hulijectii  »|>tH-'rtai;iiii^  tii  a  Mpinttml  lite.  Hin  trentiiie  on 
i'liniilucal  I'viiniici.!!  (Du  Mi'iihiira  ruiiitcatianiin) ;  liitt  Moniutiu  Itiilu,  witli  the 
lt,>){lila  till  qiiutiiiiauiii  Moinu-hiiriim  ;  Iitiitructtoim  uii  tliu  Kiulit  iirincijinl 
KiCAM  ;  ami  livit  i-jiiMtti-a,  tin*  tinit  of  wliit-h  in  aildrviuHHl  Ut  ikijk)  HtiDifju.'u,  thu 
■ecoud  to  the  Fstliini  uf  the  Ciilljuan  .Syiim),  nii  thu  iiiil)jL.ct  of  thu  I'aiich  ; 
thu  thinl  t«)  hit,  dii*^i|i'uii  Ami  nioukA ;  Uiu  fourth  to  lN>ne  Itonifni^  IV.,  siiii 
thu  ttfth  to  [K>(N)  Grugory  the  (iiuut.  Tu  thunu  aru  a,lili.>d  a  volimhlu  uolluctioii 
uf  kin  jhiutiual  writiut;!!. 
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•  Imiidcd  tlowii  with  ndiniratinh  and  lovo,  tliu  I>aucit  of  Uallicail 
liiatory  will  fiirnith  a  Hjilcmlid  and  nn  inunortul  record  of  tlio 
many  aijijniil  ncrvicos  rendered  to  tlmt  niitiun  by  tliu  zual, 
liilitiiir>.  and  writinj^i  of  tlio  f;reat  and  uver-bleiuiod  Coliini- 
banua.* 

Ill  lliis  mannor  did  tlio  Church  of  Ireland  icnd  forth  licr 
mluioHiiriva  to  dislnnt  countries.  Meanwhile  n  Imuntiriil  ami 
iin  allniliiifr  I'luviduiicu  aii|>|>lied  her  with  nn  aliundHnco  of 
holy  mid  It'iii'iicd  iMatora,  who  both  in  solitude  un<l  ii)  tho 
bus^u  uf  life— ill  the  city  and  in  the  cell,  were  leading  thou- 
auiuls  to  hoavi'n,  and  s^ieddiiig  now  and  additional  lu»tnj 
around  the  crosstof  Christ.  There  wua  not,  perhaps,  u  siii^lu 
national  clmrcli  in  the  Christian  worhl  which  could  shoW  forlli  , 
inch  n  liost  t>r  literary,  zealous  and  sanctified  iifon  as  could 
thu  Church  of  Irelniici  at  that  period.  This,  ia  a  truth  well 
supiioi'lud  by  historical  cv^idcijce,  and  shall  be  uioro  fully  illus-, 
trnleil  in  the  folloj»'in>;  chapters. 


CIIAITKK  H.         ^ 

Huuo««Mr4  of  Ht,  I'lttrivk  —KiiUcoital  Kttca  -  Jteligiuuk  FoiluiUtiou  of  Uio 
Sixth  Cuiitury. 

The  metropolitan  aoo  of  Armnijh  was,  in  this  century,  governed 
by  eipht  eniiiicnt  and  learned  prelates  in  regnlar  succession. 
It  is,  indeed,  to  l)e  regretted  that  their  acta,  together  with  othct; 
iin|>ortant  events  connected  with  the  history  of  tliat  sea,  have 
not  been  handed  down  to  us.  These  invaliinblo  documents^ 
were,  alas !  sacrificed  to  the  fury  of  those  angry  times,  when* 
tlio  name  of  religion  was  made  use  of  as  a  pretext  for  plunder, 
and  when  men  of  another  creed  and  of  another  country,  after 
laying  prostrate  the  indeixjndence  of  the  nation,  attempted  to 
bury  III  its  ruins,  every  record  of  that  vencrablo  religion  in 

*  Tho  Munaiitio  Itule  of  Ht  ('oliimb.'uins  (which  may  pro|>erly  lie  Haiti  to 
liave  crowiiM  all  hii  laltoiira  with  Aucccsa)  coniuiitH  of  t4Ml  citaitters  in  thu 
foUowilijl<'nl«r  :  I.  Di-  < llieiticDtin  (and  lie  it  reiuarkul,  Uiin  (orniii  tlie  ^ranil 
Imiiu  o(  hi»  fntiro  inmiastiu  Hyatcm).  2.  I>«  Tauitiirnitate.  3.  Do  ('il«i  ct 
FotiL  4.  1>p('iijiiilitat4'calcanil.i.  t*).  lie  Vnnitatu  caluamla  6.  Do  Onatilate. 
7.  DeCiirtiit  (m>u  <I(- Onicicxlivino).  K.  I)e  l)iM«rotiorip.  9.  Do  .Mortilicati.mc. 
10.  D,'  Pi-rf,*etioijt>  Monitt^hi.  To  this  niio  iamibjoiiitfl  hin  Kc^ilal'.inohiiUiii, 
wju  ill!  (iiioti(liaiii«  l*ii<iutciitii«  MonncUoruiu,  in  (iittfii  chaittcMi.  Thih  lAtt<>r 
rule  airiM-arn  to  V's  an  abriilginoiit  of  lii-n  l*onit4:iittAl,  ami  on  many  (xtinta 
prcKPiitM  an  oxju:t  t  'nK-i,leiico  with  t!n'  niort^  rcwnt  ri'iiiU-ntial  of  Coniinian. — 
t'"lloct  .Sa.r, 
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which   tlicir^forobthora   gloriuil,  niiii   for  which   tlioy  were 
willing  to  ahol  their  blood.     Uubtacii  or  Duacii  I,  who  was 

iirimato  of  Ireland  at  the  cloae  of  the  fifth  century,  died  in 
it  If,  and  waa  aiiccevd^tit  by  AutJ>  I.  and  Alild  II,  the  latter 
of  whcjiii,  after  un  incumbency  of  ten  years,  died  ad.  530. 
Alild  wni  folhinvd  by  buACil  II,  deaconded  from  Colla-IIuaa, 
an  anriint  kiii^'^f  Ireland;  Uuiicb  hclil  thu  aco  for  twelve 
v<'iu4^llis  »U(:c&<t.s(ir  Vila  Daviil,  ')f  the  illiiBtrioua  houio  of 
llun-l''i"i'lirui);b  of  Ulster,  and  culled  in  the  Psalter  of  Cashol 
I^'iliiclirius.  I)avid  j^overued  the  see  only  three  years,  and  U|)on 
Kilt  demise,  Kridmmik  Kiom  was  elected  arclibishop  of  Annugh.* 
^'his  prelate  was  a  ^reat  encourager  of  learning;,  and  enlarged 
.^10  metrunolitau  seminary,  tu  which  ho  was  a  great  benefactor. 
l)t!  was  likewise  most  active  in  orgauizin);  the  now  eiiiscopal 
sooa,  wliicli,  in  this  century,  bef;an  to  siiring  up  in  every 
province  throughout  the  knigdom.  Keidliuiid  died  in  &7a, 
and  hud  for  his  successor,  CiiULAX,  a  native  of  lly-Nielan,  in 
the  county  of  Aruuigh.  Cairlan's  incumbency  continued  fur 
ten  years,  and  that  of  his  successor  Eociiaio  for  the  siimo 
j>crio(l;  when,  upon  the  death  of  the  latter  in  598,  Sknacii 
was  consecrated  archbishop  of  Armagh,  Several  «(Miulists 
make  mention  of  Scnach  lu  a  ktirneil  m:in ;  and  he  is  said  to 
have  written  some  valuable  tracts  on  the  Scriptures  and  writ- 
ings of  the  Fathers,  none  of  which  are  extant.  After  liavinc 
governed  the  metropolitan  see  for  twelve  vears,  Senacli  died 
AD,  ClO.t 

The  most  ancient  episcopal  eatablislnnent  of  this  century 
was  the  sf.k  of  Duomobk,  founded  about  the  year  514,  by  St. 
Colman.}  This  distinguished  prelate  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Dularudinn  family,  and  after  having  studied  thu  sacred  Scrip- 
tures under  St.  Ailhe  of  Emiy,  lie  returned  to  his  native 
provinty,  and  erected  a  monastery  on  the  banks  of  the  I.,ocha, 
now  the  Lagan,  in  Uromoro.  Several  eiiiincut  men  received 
their  education  under  St.  Colman,  among  whom  may  bo  men- 
tioned the  j^reat  Finian  of  Clonard.  Wo  have  no  account  of 
the  succession  in  this  see  until  about  the  closo  of  the  twelfth 
century;  for  which  reason,  some  writers  have  been  led  to  con- 
jecture that  Uromore  hud,  durinfr  tlie  intermediate  period,  been 
united  to  Armagli.§  This  opinion,  however,  shall  be  e.xauiined 
in  its  proper  place^  The  year  of  St.  Colman's  death  has  not 
been  ascertained,  but  his  festival  is  celebrated  on  the  7th  of 
June.  k 

Thk  8KK  OF  Ossoiiy  derives  its  foundation  from  St.  Kieran, 

•  Wore.  Ilishn|»  nt  .Ami.nKli.        t  Tr.  Tli,  p.  292. 
:   W»-h.T.  I..  |l»l.".  S  Warn  linlii.]". 
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AD.  &AH.  Kicrnn  wiu  Imrn  in  Ouory,  und  after  Imviii^  iipcnt 
nimiy  yoqra  lyiiler  St.  Kiiiimi  of  Olonunl,  lie  rctiroil  to  »  soli- 
tary a|>i>t,  aiiicu  oaili'il  8iii),'nr,  in  tlio  tvrritorvnf  Kly  O'Ciirrul, 
wlicru  liu  frovtud  »  inimiistory,  Tliu  sclioula  attacliuil  In  tlii« 
cutiitiliBlinient  wi-ro  wi^'uluhratoil,  timt  atiulviiti  ri'surtcil  licro  in 
■iiiiiiIm.'1'h;  unil  in  li  very  few  yvurii  Siiif(ar  (in  tliu  now  Kind's 
('omity)  licninio  n  city  of  greut  iliHtini-tion.*  Tliu  Ossoriuiis 
lic'iim  n  "iniirliul  nnil  iin  nnciriit  |n>o|ilu,  and  wry  atrouffly 
attuclii'd  to  tliu  iiiatilutiiins  of  tliuir  unccalorit,  weru  not  ao 
caaily  rt-acuvd  from  tliu  vrrym  of  )ui^nni«iii#ia  wcru  the  inlinbit- 
ants  of  other  tcrritoriea.  St.  Jiiiuraii,  luiSvover,  |irviteh^d 
aiiioMfjat  thoin,  iind  with  wonderful  auccvaa.  After  Inuring 
keen  conaccnitcd  binhop  ho  fixed  Ilia  see  nt  Suiffur.  It  waa 
uftertvnrila  trunaluted  to  Aghabue,  in  the  Qiiven'a  County,  mid 
fiiiully  to  the  city  of  Killirnny.  A  ciri'iiiiialuntiiil  act-ount  of 
tliia  truiialutioii,  toftvtliur  with  the  hiatory  of  tliia  ancient  and 
eelebrttted  see,  will  he  fouml  in  our  loviev/  of  the  twelfth  and 
aucceeiliiijr  cuntiirlea.  St.  Kieniii  ilied  uUiiit  the  yeiir  5I)(),  niid 
Ilia  iiH'inoiy  is  revered  on  the  5tli  of  Miiruh,  the  anniversary  of 
hia  death.t  Some  Kn){liah  martyroloj^ista  pretend  to  maintain 
that  St.  Kleniii  dieil  and  waa  interred  at  I'adatow,  in  Cornwall; 
but  thia  naaertion  ia  iiienly  a  fae-aimile  of  the  (ilaetoiibury 
fabricniiona  re^nnlinK  St.  I'airick,  and'  ia  repiiejinnt  to  the 
concurrent  teatiinony  of  all  our  ancient  wrUi^s.  l'>(|Ually 
f^rouiidleas  ia  the  o|iinlon  of  tlioao  who  aaaurlrthut  thia  aaint 
was  un  acting'  iirilute  in  Ireland  previoualy  to  the  arrival  of 
St.  I'atrick.  'lliu  above-mentioned  <late,  rulalive  to  hia  de- 
ceaae,  uimided  by  a  »iii);lo  circuiiiatance,  ia  clearly  auflicient  to 
overtlirow  thia  absunl,  unaupported,  chimerical  hypothcsia. 
St.  Kierun  waa  buried  at  Saigar,  where  Ilia  virtuca  have  been 
recorilcd  an<l  hia  memory  revered  witU  the  moat  profound 
gratitude  and  devotion. 

TuK  BKR  OF  TiiAM  was  establialied  about  tho  year  550.  St. 
Jarlath,  a  descendant  of  the  noble  house  of  Clunmacnio,  waa 
ita  founder,  and  was  born  about  the  beginning  of  the  aixili 
century.  Jlia  first  eatubllahincnt  waa  at  Cluaiiifuia,  not  far 
distant  from  Tiiain,  at  which  place  ho  erected  a  colebraled 
monastery  uiid  school.  Uv  the  advice  of  St  llrendiin  of 
Clonfert,  lie  removed  to  Tiiam,  where  lio  was  consecrated 
bishop  and  established  his  sect  IWidcs  being  master  of  n 
apiritual  life,  Jarlath  was  esteemed  a  very  learned  man,  and 
among  the  number  of  his  scholars  is  mentioned  Coliuaii,  son  of 
Leniiic,  auriuuned  Mitine,  the  sainted  foHinder  of  the  see  of 

*  Fint  Lib,  c.  0.  t  Annala  Inotaf.  X  Wair,  Biaho|«. 
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Cloyire,  and  St.  UroiiiUn.  Tim  (Ikv  of  hia  death,  u  mtrked 
ill  M'vvral  ealundan,  U  tlio  2<'>tli  ul  Dccviiiliur,  tut  tliu  fL'Btival 
U  (ilmcucd  ill  the  diocetu  of  Tuaiii  >>ii  the  (it|i  of  June.  Tliia 
ti'o  wiiH ThIiuhI  to  tb»  runic  .of  un  urvlidiocune  at  tliu  Council  of 
Ki'IId,  III  llS'^i  tho  iHirtlculnr  aivount  of  wliluli,  to){vtliiT  with 
tt  fiitJiliiB'i"  "f  't*  niiffnigaii",  iiiiHt  lio  re«cr»cd  for  tlie  liUtory 
of  that  [icriud.  Tli«s  rviiiaiiiii  of  St.  Jnrlatli  wero  ureatrx <nI  In 
a  lilrer  nliriiiOi  Bn<l  de|Hj«ited  atTuain  in  u  cu|ivllii|  I'ulled  from 
thvncfl  Temi>ltne-*erin,  tn^ne  cIiii|hiI  of  the  ahrinu. 

Tlix  8KX  OK  C1.0NAHU,  liiinout  for  tlio  great  nionastcry  and 
•chool  of  St.  Fiiiiun,  wan  fnnndrd  almut  the  yeiq,  S52.  In 
after  tiiiicn,  tliu  liliilioiw  of  tluH  ikvis  were  calknl  Comorbaiu,  or 
auceea.sura  of  St  I'iniun ;  for  which  reason,  OulKan  aii<l  others. 
■U|>|K)iie  tlint  Kiiiiiin  was  the  founder  of  tho  xee.  However, 
in  the  list  fiiven  us  hy  the  Four  Masters,  Fiiiian  is  siiii|ily, 
■tyleil  ahbot,*  and  in  the  lessons  of  his  ufllcu  thuru  is  no  men- 
tion whatever  made  of  his  i'|iiscopnl  rank;  St.  Scnach,  his 
successor,  was  unquestionably  binlio|i  ofClunard.t  lIogoTerned 
the  see  thirty-six  years, and  <lied  on  the  21st  August,  a.o.  588. 
It  may  ho  in'oper  to  remark  that  the  county  of  Meath,  in 
which  Cloiuinl  is  situated,  com|ir«lieniled  in  ancient  times 
BcvemI  e|ii»co(>al  sees ;  vi2.,('loiiiird,  Duleek,  Slan'e,  Kclls,  Uuii- 
shaujihlin,  Trim,  JSkrine,  Ardliruccan,  and  Fore,  all  of  which, 
c\i'v|>t  Dulcok  and  Keils,  were  united  to  Clonanl  before  the 
,\  car  1 152.  Kelts  aiul  Duleek  became,  in  like  manner,  united 
to  it  in  the  thirteenth  centurv.  In  the  year  M(M,  and  under 
the  incumbency  of  Simon  llochfort,  the  see  was  translated 
from  Cloiiard  to  Newtown,  near  Trim,  where  n  cathedral 
church  was  erected,, and  from  this  time  its  prelates  assumed 
)iermaiiciitly  the  title  of  bislio|>8  of  Meath.{ 

Tub  8KK  ov  Clohvhrt  was  founded' by  St.  Moena,  about 
the  year  550.  Pasainj;  over  the  confused  variety  of  opinion 
which  |irevails  amon^  our  annalists  regarding  tho  history  of 
this  saint,  the  probability  is,  that  he  was  a  native  of  Urittany, 
and  came  over  with  St.  Brendan,  on  his  return  from  that 
country  to  Ireland  §  Tho  calendar  of  Casliel  styles  St. 
Moena  bishop  of  Olonfert  and  Cvinorban,  or  succeator  of  St. 
Itrendan.  llencc,  some  were  of  opinion,  that  St.  Brendan 
was  the  lirst  bishop  of  that  see;  a  conjecture,  completely  at 
variance  with  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  the  authority  of  the  Iiour 
Masters,  and  other  high  docuineiita.  The  fact  is,  the  estab- 
lishment of  Olonfert  became,  in  la  few  yean,  so  extensive,  that 

•  .s,.e  »l»o  A.\.  SS,  p.  40().  t  Kiiiimi'"  Acts,  c.  19. 
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a  bialioj)  wwi  connidcreil  iiidispcnialily  nocciiiuiry  for  tlio  jiur- 
puso  of  or<lniniiii(|Uiiwiu(iitrii'a,  niid  of  awiMtinK  St.  lircnjai^ 
In  llii*  i>t'cli'Hinstinil  i^nvcrnnii'iit ;  upon  liiii  rv'coinmunilution, 
thuruforu,  St  MiHiim  wiu  coniiurnit(>il  liiilurp,  lunl  aflcrwarila 
founilvJ  tliu  M-ii.  Tim  ratliuilral  of  Clonfert  \ia»,  in  tlioao 
(U^,  nnti^il  for  it*  8VVVII  altam,  while  tlio  ilvatli  of  tliv  founder 
is  tliUB  inurkoit  in  tlio  UI.4t>T  Annalii:  "  Mounn,  hialiop  of 
t'oiiJ'frt-Urriuiin,  slept,"  on  lliu  Int  of  Miireli,  ad.  571. 

TiiH  HKK  or  AciioKRV  luul  fur  its  founder  St.  Nathi,  a 
disciplu  of  St.  Kiniiin  of  Clonnrd,  nnd  pinced  nt  Aclionry  by 
that  mint  iilioul  thu  yenr  5(1().*  Following  tliu  exuniplu  of 
his  nia.ster,  Nathi  erecteil  a  Mionnatery  and  a  celebrated  Kehool, 
in  which  St.  Fechin  of  Fore,  nnd  other  eminent  men,  received 
their  ecclcsiasticul  education.  I'hu  liii>ho|ui  of  this  see  weru 
i-uHvil  Leinicences,  from  tlio  ilistriet  in  which  it  was  niliintud; 
but  the  eatidoL'uu  of  the  suceen^tion  is  incomplete,  until  tlia 
vonr  1170.  Tho  year  in  which  the  founder  died  has  not 
Lvun  aceurutely  nscertuineil ;  hiti  festival  is  celebrated  in  tho 
dioceso  of  Aclionry  on  the  llth  of  Auuust. 

Tmii  HKK  or  KiLi.ALA,  Oil  the  left  bank  of  tho  river  Moy, 
was  founded  by  St.  Muredach,  of  tlio  roj-al  house  of  Loogairo. 
This  saint  wm  not,  ns  some  wrilers  have  imagined,  contein- 
norary  with  St.  Patrick ;  on  thu  contrary,  Colgni),  in  tnicing 
lliu  descent  from  I^eognire,  brings  him  down  several  years 
latcr.f  Colpan's  authority  accpiires  additional  weiclit  from 
tlM  fact,  that  Muruduch  was  one  of  those  ponons  who  waitetl 
on  St.  Colunibkill  nt  Uruniceat,  for  the  purpose  of  paying 
thoir  respects  to  the  ({rent  n)>ostla  of  tho  Ilcbrides.  The 
bisholis  of  this  sro  wero  sometimes  called  Tir-Anialgadensos, 
from  the  district  itself,  nnd  its  ancient  jiossessiuns  wore  con- 
firmed, at  the  rec|uest  of  tho  incumbent  Donagli,  by  pope 
Innocent  III,  in  1198  i  The  ycnr  of  tho  foundation,  as  well 
as  that  of  St.  Murcdach'a  death,  »  uncertain;  but  bis  natalis 
is  marked  in  nil  tho  ancient  calendars  on  tho  lilh  of 
Aucust. 

'J  UK  SEB  OF  Down,  in  the  territory  of  Dalaradia,  was  founded 
In  the  siirth  century  by  St.  Kg-gus.  Tho  founder  was  of  a 
priiicelv  family,  nnd  liefore  his  elevation  to  the  0|)i8co|)acy, 
orecteil  a  monastery  nt  |xi"l>i:ui,  in  that  county.  St.Cailan 
has  been  named  by  some  as  the  founder  of  this  see;  but  tho 
Annnls  of  Ul.ster  make  inontioii  of  Feruus,  as  the  fii-st  bishop 
of  Down,  and  mark  his  decease  at  the  30th  of  March,  583. 
From  the  death  of  the  founder,  until  the  time  of  St.  Malachy, 

•  W.irf'j  A'itii|.-i.  '«'.  t  A.\.  f'S. V  iriti.        '  j  Wnre''.  Anli|. 


■CrUIUniCAI.  HUTMt  Olr  IIUOMIt  77 

tliore  apiHiura  no  «i-i;iiiiiit  of  a  succOKtioii  in  tliU  soo  for  which 
ntiKin  It  in  f;i>iicri>lly  aiiptHiSi'il,  that  Ihii  iliocesv  of  I>uwn  )iitil, 
duriiiK  Ihiit  |H'rici(|,  Iweii  ttiitvil  to  thiit  of  Connor.* 

TiiK  IKH  o*  KoM,  id  tho  I'onntv  of  ('ork,  was  ostiibliahotl 

WiSt.   Kuvliniiii,  about  tho  yciir  a7().     Ik'foro  ho  iicttlml  at 

>  ItoHH,  H'uchniin  wuh  iiUiotoI'DnriniH  Moolunfuiilh,  now  Molona, 

j,a  mnilll  wliuul  i".  tho  rivor  lUaokwulor,  connty  of  Walcrfonl. 

liU  ichuol  nfM  Ki'onlly  frc<|iion(p<l,  nml  at  timt  tiflio  wim  tho 

m(Mt  rclyliniti'il   in   thu  miiitli  of  Irulaiul.     Thix  duo  hnn  been 

^nnctirnt'a  cnllitil  Koiw-Alitliro,  on  account  of  tho  number  of 

*ViJ|)ilj{rim»  \vh<i  fi'tiroil  Ihcru  for  (Uvotioii.     Thu  tea  of  lloas 

l>ocani«  unitoil  to  thiit  ol'  Ch)vnu  in  thu  ci);bt«onth  century, 

tho  piirticuiiira  of'wffli  li  nuiy  "bo  fouml  in  tho  history  uf  that 

|iorioil.    St.  I'liclumn  ilini  ut  tin-  cliwo  oflliu  »i\th  century,  ami 

tho  (liiy  »mrk>.'il  ixa  \m  nntalin,  a  thu  Mih  of  AiKu«t. 

'I'hk  bkk  Of  Cloynk,  in  tlit*  cnunly  of  ("oik,  was  fonndcit 
by  8t.  Cohiinn,  about  tlio  year  SM).'  'I'liis  prelate  wiin  of 
•  royal  e.xtmclion,  atid  ban  been  noinetu|i<'S  anrimnieil  Mitiiie, 
having  boon  a  native  of  the  diatrict  Falleil  Mtiictiijhe  Miline, 
now  Slu-ikerry,  in  the  county  of  Cork.  Kioni  bin  e.Tily  yenra 
hu  evinced  j;rc«t  tanle  for  iM)eliy,  and  was  held  in  hjjrh 
esteem  by  tho  prince  .\odli  Caoinli,  hIio,  in  this  century,  wo» 
raitieil  to  the  lliroiie  of  (.'asbel,  ('ohiian,  at  an  early  ujje, 
repaired  to  tho  .Hchuul  of  ,l:iriatli  of  I  nam,  and  becaniu 
eminent  not  only  for  liis  learning',  but  much  more  for  hia 
holy  and  aiisleru  maimer  of  liviii;^.  lie  was  tho  author  of 
•evonil  valiialdo  treiitisex,  the  only  one  of  which  that  remain.t 
ia  a  metrical  life  of  St.  Seiiaii,  of  inniscatthy,  written  in  tho 
Iriali  lan);itaj{e.  St.  Colman  died  ou  thu  2lih  of  November, 
4.0.  (;04. 

Many  other  !<eea  hail  been  fouiideil  by  eminent  ineu  in  this 
century,  which  «ero  afterwards  iinitod  either  to  some  of  those 
ttlreaily  nuiiliotnd,  or  to  others  edtiiblished  in  tho  sevenlli  cen- 
tury. Amoiip  thesu  jiiay  be  noticed  tho  aee  of  .1  r(/»<ruiA, now 
Ardstran,  in  the  barony  of  Straliaiie  and  county  of  Tyrone, 
fouiulcil  by  St.  Ku|i;ene.t  It  was  oftenvar<ls  translated  to 
Majjhcni,  and  liiially  united  to  tho  see  of  Dcrry.  The  .see  of 
('i.i;nk8  or  Clonkh,  in  the  county  of  Mona^dinn,  had  St. 
Tincriiacli  lor  it.i  lir.Ht  bishop.  This  saint  having  siicccodcd  St. 
Macarilun  in  Cliii;licr,  (Ixed  bis  .sec' at  Clones,  still  retnininn 
the  fiovei'iiinciit  of  (>'loj;lier.  These  sees  were,  howe\  er,  after- 
wards united.  ('ai.KiiAi.\K  was  a  bihhopric  in  ,^40,  having;  St. 
Corprciis  for  its  first  bislmp.t     It  was  in  after  times  unitod  to 
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Dorrv  Km.ln,  in  tlie  rnimtvor  Monlh,  the  fomidiT  of  wliich 
U  iinkpown,  whs  iiiiitud  to  (iloimnl  in  the  tliirlt-oitli  uintury. 
DitNuiiAiiiiiiN,  ill  tli«  Kiiini*  I'liiiiity,  liiiil  St.  Sfcliiiiil  for  ita 
foamliT,  mill  wim  iiiiilnil  to  ('Iniinnl  nlmiit  llio  yn\T  Wii. 
Till"  H«>  of  Kii.LAHK,  ill  llio  Imroiiy  of  Aclioiiriitli,  in  tlio  . 
county  (if  Wi'niiiu'iitli,  liiul  Hi.  Aiiliiii  for  ita  fouiulvr.*  St. 
I)iii{ii(.'ua  wu»  IijkIio|i  lit  Iiiiiii'Uoiii-l)i'),'li.'><lli,  in  tliv  territory  of 
Orivl,  I'oiiiilv  of  hiiiitli.  St.  Kti'licn,  tiy'wiioin  St.  Colnmrikill 
WM  oriliiini'il,  r>'>i<l<'<l  in  llio  county  of  Mciitli;  lioiiili-ii  8<>ili)n, 
Dalliin,  l.u^'iiluii,  Moi'ii,  l.oi^o,  ('niimn,  iiinl  nuniln'rlciis  otlicm 
who  wiTi' utiitioiivil  tlirnu;;li  tliv  jirovincc*  ncconliiiff  iis  local 
circuinatunccii  or  tlio  exigency  of  tlic  iiii»i<iun  required.  Thin 
WHa  the  ('hnreh  of  Irehiiul  orjfiiiiiHeil  unit  j'overiieil  hy  gnnt 
iiikI  IioIv  men,  wliilu  the  iloetrine  whii'li  tiiey  |irencliuil,  iiiiil 
the  iliMci|iline  which  they  eiiforcecl,  ncijuircd  now  etllcncy  and 
liHtre  from  the  many  and  exalted  virtiiea  by  nhicli  their  own 
Uvea  had  lieen  adorned. 

In  preaeiitiii);  a  Kencrnl  niitliiie  of  the  princi|ial  inonna- 
toricH  fonn<lcd  in  this  century,  we  ahall  cnininonco  with  tho 
ancient  ami  celehrateil  alihev  <>l  ('i.onmacn«is,  the  achools 
attached  to  wliich  have  hceii  already  iiioticed.t  ("loniimcnnis 
was  Olio  of  the  moat  exteiiaivo  and  ajilendid  monaaturioa  in 
the  kingdom,  lia\  in);  been  aniaziii);ly  enriclicd  by  the  nobi- 
lity of  tlie  country  and  by  aeverul  kiii);«  and  lirinces.  Ten 
•tately    cbiirchea    were   annexed'  to   it,    erected    by    various 

Iirincea,  and  coverinj;  a  apace'of  seven  acres.  The  fimt  was 
milt  by  ()'.\lelaj;hlin,  kin);  of  Meat!:;  the  second  by  O'Con- 
nor Don,  kill);  of  (■oiiiiau;;lit;  the  third  by  M'(!arthy  More, 
of  iMiiiHler;  the  fourtli,  by  <(  Kelly ;  the  fifth  wiia  called 
Temple  llurpaii;  the  nixth,  Temple  Kieran;  the  acveiitb, 
Temple  (iaiiiiey  J  tlieei);lilh,  Tenijile  Doulin;  the  liiiith,Teiii|ila 
Fiiiian;  ami  the  tenth.  Temple  ^lac  Derniot,  from  ita  founder 
tho  );reat  Mac  Derinol,  prince  of  (Joiiiiaii/lit.  The  Danes 
conimitled  ilreadful  ravaf;es  in  tWit  aplendid  monaitery,  de- 
stroying; the  library  and  pliinderinj;  the  sanctuary  (d'  vestment-i, 
cbalicea,  croa^e8  of  pild  niid  silver,  jewels  and  oilier  valuable 
ornaments  with  which  it  was  enrieheil.  What  tho  Dunes  had 
left  undone,  the  Kii>;lisli  completed.  'I'hey  came  from  Milick, 
in  1201,  and  pilhi(;ed  the  church,  sanctuary,  and  town  of  Clon- 
inacnois;  nuithur  thoinonuinenta  of  the  dead,  nor  tho  altars  of 
tboMoAt  Ili);h,  could  beisecured  from  tho  fury  of  these  UBur|iersi 
und  to  finish  tlie  deva.station,  when  (ilutled  with  sacrilege,  they 
robbed  and  laid  waste  the  ailjaccnt  doiiiains,  to);ether  with  tho 
cru|'s,  gardens,  and  liouws  of  tho  inhabitaiit<.t     In  the  sixteenth 
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coiiliiry,  the  «tici('nl  innnanlcry  nf  ClDiinincnnia,  liko  tlio  ollior 
roli^inim  iiinliltitiiina  of  lliu  I'liiiiitry,  fell  «  tncrilirn  In  lliu 
Mi|>iieity  of  llic  lliiien;  unil  lliiii  wan  tlii)  iliior  of  liimiilulity 
cloauil  n/zniiiHt  t\w  |><>or  iiikI  tliu  ilran^i'r,  wliilti  minctity  mid 
li'iirninK  lluil,  leaving  iinlliiii};  Iwliiiid  lint  inniiliiiTiii)(  ruiiw 
iiikI  ivv-clml  lowcm,  llii'  miil  iiii'iiii'iitu  nf  Uvi'-j;(iim  (liiy« — the 
iiit'lniicliiily  lei'iiril  of  u  |iriifiiiuil  aitiiclunry,  anil  of  u  fiklleii 
ilti).'niili'i|  nation! 

'I'lIK  MONAITKHY  ov  Irniicattut,  litiiatiMl  In  a  IxHiiitiful 
iitlniiil  of  tliiit  nuiiiiN  at  tlio  nimilli  of  tlit*  Sliannoii  anil  in  the 
("Hnlv  of  Clari',  hiik  A-ih-IciI  liy  Hi.  Sfiiuii  alioul  tin-  ytar  52().* 
St.  Kii'ian  nf  ('loiiinachoiH  npi'iit  Hvvpriil  yeani  In  tliiii  innnu- 
ti'iv  ii»  |iro\iiloiv  lor  tliu  iHMir  nml  tlui ntraiiKi'r.  In  !I72,  tlio 
l)iiiH'»  coniinlttiMl  Krcht  ili'iilriirliiin  licrii;  hut  Ilrliiii,  kinj;  nf 
MiiiiiiliT,  roi'rtviTml  tliu  IhIiiikI  aftur  liavhij;  iK-ffatod  loinliar, 
tlii>  Norninn;  in  wlik'li  liuttlu  lliu  two  hihiii  anil  ci|;lit  liiimlrcil 
»l  tliu  Daniii  wiTo  xlain.t  In  tlio  2(llli  of  Klizulicth,  tlii* 
iililii'y,  with  forty-four  acrra  of  liiiiil  (part  of  ita  |><>ii4a-»iioiiH), 
anil  n  ri^ht  of  toll  on   certain  ll»hin)r-boatii  ooiniiij{  into  thn 

IMirt  of  IJiiierii'k,  wero  );rantail  to  tlio  mayor  ami  citizuiiH  of 
■iiiii'i'irk  at  an  annual  rent  t  Tho  nioniiinont  of  8t  Kenan  in 
"till  |iri«erveil,  with  iho  reniaina  nf  uluvvn  amull  ehurehcs  anil 
««verul  i'oIIh;  and  in  the  centre  of  llieso  veneralile  ruins  may 
lie  iM!cn  iiiiu  of  those  round  towern  of  other  ilayn,  one  hundred 
and  tivertty  (i'et  liiflh,  riain:.'  in  niajcNtie  grandeur  over  tho 
Waters  of  the  Shannoii.§  The  aiiiient  lihrary  of  till*  aliliey 
Was  grentlv  eateeiiied  for  tlie  iiiiinlicr  of  its  rare  and  vuluahlo 
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I  On  ttiB  ■iilii''i:t  of  tlwo  hHiiiit  towi'M  tti-r*.-  al<l«iln*  a  vftrinty  of  ii|iinioa 
It  U  HilllHMfil  iiy  "Miuc  tlmt  tlioy  li.vl  ln'tjii  oi'ijfiimUy  iiitciliti'tl  fur  ln-lfrios ; 
I'llti-rs  L-oiiji-ctiini  tlint  tlii'y  Uixi  )-vh  i|f«i|fiii)<l  u  haltitationi  or  rctnmti  for 
nii<')iiiriU.ti ;  wtiili'iK^conliim  t«i  n  tliirtl  liyii«Uic3i«  titey  mi|;lit  hnvo  iK^t'ii  ]>likC4M 
of  [••'iiniloo,  in  wliit-'li  the  iwnittMiti*,  aftvr  Iiaviii^  )M>rfoniit;il  iruitiiiii  utatioiiii  iu 
till-  joivumi  lofti  ot  the  tower,  «t  loii(;th  ciinu'  forth  and  wero  piililicly  ab- 
•>o|vi.,|.  Tliewi  njiinioiiH,  Iiowfver,  lio  not  M^'in  to  t-orn-R|Nini1  with  the  |>eoiillar 
nirliittiutnntl  eoiiht motion  nf  lhfM»  t4iMt'm.  the  doom  of  whi<  h  are  generally 
t*'n  or  twelve  fi«t  from  tlie  Itiwe,  while  four  windowii  are  I'laiiwl  at  the  to|i, 
fiieinx  exiM-tly  the  four  eanlinnl  |>olnti4.  'I'lie  eeneral  anil  nio«t  )tro)i.ilile, 
oiiiiiioii  i^  that  tlii'Ho  nnini)  towera  hail  lieen  ori||(naUy  ooiiNtnK-tod  anil  iia*'d 
an  U'ni|>le!4  for  lirewomhiis  in  the  tower  |Kirt  of  wliieh  waa  the  altnr  with  the 
lijtijowei)  lire,  while  the  t^ijt.  with  the  wiii'liiWH  mi  |iiH-iiliarly  iliitHiiteil,  M'rveil 
tut  an  olwrvatory  for  ci-leHial  or  ttvtninouiical  ^iiir]KW(.i*. 

|lt  niiiiit  lie  n'lni'iiilien'il  that  this  note  wan  uritt^'u  iH-foOT  the  anpearance  of 
l>r.  I'l-trie'a  nnwt  learneil  IiiculirationH  on  tliu  lloiinil  Tuwcm.  ITiat  entilitu 
M'bolar  Imi  iirovetl  lutmt  aatiiifaetorily  that  those  htmrtunw  nerved  our  ChriNtian 
fori-fatluTK  for  lii-lfrie.H  ;  and  almi  an  safe  de|)OBitorioii  for  the  BOcrtd  furniture  of 
the  altar  auaiawt  the  VikiiiK*  or  .Syinilinavians,  wlio  so  often  )ilnndered  the 
tloly  bhriiies  of  In'laixl  "I'ls  prolialile,  too,  that  tliewi  towem  may  have  btiiii 
Uiuil  for  |M.iiiU'iitial  )iitr|)iiMm,  in  imitation  of  the  eaitem  Htylitca] 
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manuicripM;  tlioc  lmvi>  lioen  nil.  *wu|it  away  in  llin  wrork. 
Ni'itlior  ri'liftioii,  lniiKiia;{i<,  nor  nitlmi  haii  Ihtii  a|iaro<l ;  liiit  tlia 
(tniiid  mill  Imlloweil  mitm  nru  tlill  lu  Us  hwii,  ami  in  ailent 
olix|iioni'i<  |iri>iitMit  to  the  miml  of  tlio  Irisliiniin  itn  iiii|ir«Mivo 
liut  nx'lnnclioly  outliiiu  of  tlio  wrunga,  tliu  wwn,  and  tlio 
•ufli'ritiuii  iif  llin  country. 

Tim  MoNAiTKHT  or  Tim  IiuND  or  All  MAiari,  in  \Mugh 
Itiii  coiiiily  of  l/iin^fiiril,  niu  pntalilinliixl  liy  Ht.  Kittran, 
hIhiuI  till'  viMr  514.  Tlio  tcni|ionil  u  wull  m  tli«  niiiritiial 
wantH  iif  tliu  |kior,  u|i|H-iir  to  Inivo  Imon  ninon^  tliu  finit  of 
tlioiiu  nobli'  olijiieta  i'iintiMn|ilatiMl  liy  tlin  fdiiivlvr  in  tlio  vrec- 
tion  of  tliia  ri'li;riuuii  aiiyinni.  11^  liin  I'.vtriionlinary  intlucnro, 
iiH  wi'll  111  by  tlio  uniluil  uxcrlionn  of  liin  conimunity,  this 
nioiumli-ry  bt'cnuio,  within  tliu  lapse  of  a  fow  yearn,  iiOMeiuMjd 
nf  RnHii'ieiit  nieiina  to  aimner  all  the  piirponea  whiili  had  bculi 
originally  contempliiloil.*  It  was,  tlierofniv,  nsiially  iliwiu- 
nati'd  the  IIiiiHo  of  the  I'nor,  to  « hiwo  relief  itn  poaseMions 
were  iiiailii  upplinilile;  while  their  itpii'itual  wiints  wcro  at  tliu 
iianie  time  iitteiiileil  to  hy  the  henevoleiit  followers  of  its  truly 
a|Mwtolic  fonnder.  Almnt  the  year  TilH,  St.  Kivrun  liaviiif? 
resixneil  llie  Koveriniient  of  this  inoiiiistery  to  his  diseiplo  St. 
Uoinnaiin,  repaired  tonardH  the  south,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  );ri>at  eKiahliKlnncnt  at  ('loninaonois.  The  inon;ia- 
tery  of  the  Lsland  of  All  Sniiits  remained  in  a  llourialiing 
cniidiliiiii  for  n|iwarda  of  siv  hundred  years  after  its  founda- 
tion; lint  about  the  period  of  the  English  invasion,  it  vru 
Hnll'ered  to  deeline,  and  at  len);th  beeaiiiu  a  complete  ruin.  It 
Has,  however,  rebuilt  by  olio  of  the  Dillon  fainilv,  about  the 
reign  of  Henry  III,  wliilu  its  abbots  continued  in  regular 
•nccessioii  until  llio  sixtecntli  century.  Wo  should  be  guilty 
of  an  un^;nilefii|  transgression,  were  we  to  omit  noticing  the 
lourned  professor  and  writer  Augustiii  Mac  Oraidin,  who 
flourished  in  this  nneicnt  retreat  of  liter.ilnro  about  the  year 
140A.  That  learned  man  was  at  this  perioil  its  abbot,  and 
compiled  a  eoiiiplctu  history  of  Ihunctsol  the  saintsof  Ireland, 
together  with  a  conipndonsivc  outline  of  the  annals  of  this 
abbey,  down  to  his  own  tiine.f  The  |ii»sessions,  of  which  wo 
have  no  exact  aci-ount,  were  granted,  at  tlio  sup|iression,  to  Sir 
I'atrick   Uarnwall.t 

TiiK  MONA8TKHV  OP  DEniiY  wus  fiiniide.l  by  St.  Colunibkill, 
■bout  the  year  5ll!.  Thi-i  abbey  lieciinie  a  coiistjint  scene  of 
plunder  during  the  ravages  of  the  Danes,  and  particularly 
under  the  government  of  the  abbot  Oilla  O'Uronain,  and  of 
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Ilia  •iirrpiMor  (iill  Clirint  O'Ki'itriiicli,  wlivn  lliii  notnl  KottuI 
riluii  wiia  ili'fi'alvil  liy  llii'  O'Ni'iln,  iiml  Iiih  tr>Ki|iii  routvil 
Willi  ilrvaiirul  ulnti^'lili-r.  Ily  u  ili'crvu  ihiimdiI  nt  tliu  Omncil 
of  llriKli-Miii' tlii^'lh',  ill  lliu  I'liiiiilv  III  MiMitli,  ill  11 JH,  tlio 
nMut  of  Dvrrv  liml  Aiiiiroiiiv  jiirimlirtiDii  over  iill  tliu  itliLcyn 
of  tliii  Coliimlimn  orili'riiithi>kiiiu<loiii|*  miil  iu  siiptiriurii  con- 
tiniKil  ill  ri');iilitr  niuTuiiaiun  uiilii  tliu  nixtuviitli  cuiitiiry,  wlivn 
iu  iKMNi'iiHiiiiia,  iif  wliii'li  Ml'  Imva  iiu  uxact  account,  (j<!Camo 
involii'il  ill  (111'  ^t'lUTiil  I'oiillscution 

Tnn  MdiiAHTKHv  Ci.oxKiiAiiii  OF,  in  tlio  liaruny  of  Miiry- 
Ixiroiifjli,  Ijiu'on'ii  Couiiiy,  woa  fiiiiiiili'il  by  St  I' intun,  iibuut 
tlu>  yi'iir  AlH.t  Tlii*  wiiiit,  un.xioiu  In  f>tabli»li  ii  rcliKioiii 
liouiiii,  uiiil  pliicu  it  iiiiilor  tliut  nimturu  ilitcililiiiu  for  wbicli  ho 
liu>l  bt'in  rviiinrkiiblr,  liicil  on  a  iilueo  cnlluil  C<luiiin-K<bu-eli 
(now  ('loiiuiiiiKb),  or  l.ulil'iiliim  llitilrroniim,  tlio  rclirml  spot 
covunit  wiih  ivy,  Tliu  acliool  iittiu'lii'il  to  thin  miiiiuHtoivil 
iiioniiatrry  nim  ko  ucli'UriUeil,  tliiit  it  rniiked  uftvr  tliu  four  dia- 
tiiifjiiiiiliL'il  avmiiiiirii'ii  iilrenily  iiotiii'il.  Anioii){  tlio  uininunt 
iiiun  wlio  rt'i'uivcd  tlivir  vJunlioii  in  it,  wna  Coiii);iill  of 
Uiiii>;or}  It  wiu  t'lilluil  thuOulli'iin  Si'liool,  from  tliu  Kfi-iit 
nuiiibcr  of  fon-ijriii.ra  wlin  ri'aorli'il  ilierc,  and  parlii'ulurly 
from  (iiinl.  Tliu  liimiiilnlity  of  tliia  liouau  waa  iirovvrblal, 
wliilu  lliu  iiioiika,  bv  tlu-lr  riilo,  were  oblif^oil  to  oliaervc  tlio 
niont rijjorouH uustirlly.  This nlipioiit relreiit anllered aeverejy 
dnriiii;  tlie  Danish  wan,  a,\uf  aliuut  tliu  year  tU7U  bucame  a 
coinplt'turuiii. 

TiiK  Aiiuir  on  Kkm.s,  in  the  countv  of  Mealli,  waa  founded 
by  St.  Coluiiilikill,  nbout  r)50,  »ii<l  u'lia  dedicutud  to  the 
Ulessed  N'irniii  §  'I'hin  abbey  \*  remarkable  for  many  iiie- 
uiurablu  oveiila.  In  ill'iT,  a  furious  attack  had  been  inadu 
on  it  by  Kilric,  the  Dune,  when  be  waa  routed  with  urmt 
ilHn<;liler  by  O'Neil  the  (ireal,  kiii^'  »f  Ireland.  In  II5l',  tlio 
fauiuu.1  aviiinl  \va»  held  in  tliu  abbey  of  Kelln,  at  wliicn- 
Cardinal  l'a|>iiro,  tlie  |iiipeD  legato,  preiided,  and  in  which  ho 
distributed  palliunia,to  the  four  iircbbiHliopa  ||  The  abbey  of 
Kella  «ua  aix  limes  dehlroyod  by  fire;  but  was  alterwarda 
robnill  in  a  atyle  of  greater  majiiiiHeenee,  partly  by  the  bininly 
of  the  princes  of  Irulnnd,  but  much  more  out  of  tliu  iininensu 
rerenues  attacbed  to  it.  It  had  tlie  most  apleii>lid  library  of 
any  inoiiaslery  in  the  kin;;dMin,  bavin;;  been  eelubrateil  lor  its 
nianuKCripts,  amnii);  which  was  .St.  (^olumblcill's  book  of  tlio 
four  (lospels,  adorned  with  gold  und  precious  stones.     Uichurd 
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I'liinki't  wilt  th«  li"!  dliliot,  ill  IA:t7,  wlicii  llnnfy  Vllt.  Iirlil 
tliri-u  iii<|iiiniliiiini,  mi'l  l<">k  iiilo  lii>  n«ii  IiiiiuIh  iIik  «xti>iMiv« 

rM<><iiin«  lM>liiiit!i»K  III  lliia  nlilH'y,  uii  iiccoiiiil  of  wliicli  tlilll 
uivcn  in  tlm  liUlorv  "1^  tin'  nixlociilli  rciiliirv. 
Tiiil  MONtariiiiv  iiv  Duhhow,  in  tlii'  Imnniy  of  Ikillycowen, 
KiiiK*  (!<>iiiitv,  wi»  OK"  of  tlu*  fiivoiiriiii  rwtri-iil*  of  Ht. 
(ioliinilui,  liy  wImiiii  it  »ii4  roiiinlcil,  a  n.  .'i.'iO.  Tliio  rrli^'ioua. 
orlniii  liM  vuiilriliutcil  u  hrfiv  i>ii|i|ily  of  Uiiriii-il  ninl  holy 
iiii'ii  til  iinr  I'jilriiiliir,  iiml  iliirlii^'  lliii  ni'i'i'nth  ami  (•if{l«tit 
d'Hliirii"!  lH'i-«iiief\ii'iiliii^;ly  ii'li'liniti'il  fur  lili'Mtiiro.  C'uiii- 
tiiiiin,  <liiitln);iiiiilir<l  iiliki!  lor  liin  i->iti'iiiii\i>  knowli>ilf;(' iiiiil  for 
liiii  mlviHUOy  of  llix  Konmii  |»iiirliiil  I'oMiiiiltalliiii,  liiuy  Iw 
ritiikvil  itniohfr  till'  niiiiilierof  itt  >clioluni,  wiiilc  Kini-tli,  Aidui, 
Hlalliiimr,  ttiol  otlicr*,  an*  iiotict'il  by  our  niiiiullila  ninoii);  ill 
Ivnrni'd  iiriifi-anom  ninl  iililmts,  Tlio  Kii){liali,anoii  iifliT  tlittir 
■rriviil  ill  IiuIuikIi  vniiiiiiilti'il  t;ri'»t  ilculriiclion  in  this  amiuiil 
catiililinliliiviil,  liaviii)(  in  1175  ainnuiMl  tliu  town,  >.'iiII(m1  ill* 
iiioiiinlirv,  iiml  ri'iliucil  lliu  aiirroiiiKliiij;  cuunlry  to  llm  con. 
ilitioii  of'  a  ili'Kci't.  |ly  Hii  in<li'<|ii'iiMililu  nnliimiicu  of  iho 
Coliiiiiliinii  iniititiili>,  it*  nR'iiiliira  woru  obll^vil  to  ilorolu  it 
conniili'riililv  |ion>oii  of  mieli  iluy  to  tlii'  uaufnl  i>iii|il»\nivnt  ol 
truimcriiiint;;  on  »lili'li  tifcoiint,  it  is  Miitl  tliitt  tlif  lilirury  oi 
Durrow  mm  tlio  nnmt  Ki'k'ct,  uii'l,  |K'rlm|ia,  tlii'  immt  viiluubU 
in  llio  kiii^iloiii.  AiiioiiK  ullii-r  luiioun  worka,  Iberv  linil  bven 
in-KTvoil  ill  it  n  «|ikMiiliil  copy  of  tlio  Foulr  Ktun^ujiiti, 
niiisrrilii!<l  bv  St.  ('uliinilm,  iiiiil  iKlnrniil  vtitli  on^Tiivin^a  on 
|)liili'a  of  "ilviT.t  In  till'  sisti'iMilli  ci'iitiiry  it  biTiiiiio  it  wreck ; 
lUiil  (luring  tlid  fourth  of  ICIiuibolh,  u  Ifimc  of  tbu  ubbfy  und 
of  ila  poKni'Miiiniia  (nhich  cannot  bu  iiwvrtiiiiivil)  waa  );runtv(l 
ut  nil  iiiiiMiiil  ri'iit  to  Nielioiaa  llcrlicrl.t 

Thk  MoNAarhHY  OF  lllHR,  ill  llio  Imroiiy  of  KurcnII,  Kin^i'i 
ConiitVi  liiiil  St.  Ilri'iiiliin  for  itit  foumU-r,  ubout  ihc  ycur  S'lO.f 
Durinjr  till'  iiiliiiiniatrntiiiii  of  the  iibbot,  St.  Killlun,  in  the 
■evviiih  contiirv,  llii'  rtputuliuii  of  ibu  school  of  llirr  hail  Iwcn 
to  hi);li,  mill  the  inllux  of  forci);ncrH  so  ){ri'ut,  that  nuiulivrsof 
tho  nulivu  atiuli'iits  ^cnoroiiiily  yiclilcil  lo  the  Klraiifjcra,  ami 
pnH'cviloil  to  iiiiish  their  ciliication  in  other  aciiiiiiarivH.||  So 
unlHiiiiiiluil  wan  the  hnspitulity  of  this  abbey,  that  the  nionka 
tlivniHelvea  were  imt  iinfrui|neiitly  sent  out  by  St.  Killian 
through  the  stirrouinliiig  country,  toiliNcovcr  if  tliurc  waaany 
(lerson  in  ilislress  The  last  sujicrinr  whoni  »«  have  on  record 
was  Sioila  MucNaniaru.     His  death  is  marked  ut  liUI,  after 
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wliicli  time  iMii  niu'iirit  ri'trvnt  wna  ■iilTiTit'l  tii  fulUnluilecar; 
nor  il(M>«  il  i>|i|ivar  Hint  niijf  nlliirt  liuil  tiwri  iiuilu  fur  III 
rcaloriilioii. 

Tiu  HiiRAnicNT  or  M0V11.1.K  (iir  Mii):lil>li<-,  lliu  I'Iniii  of 
Trvva),  ill  till'  liiiriiiiy  of  llit<  Ai'ilt'K,  uml  rcninty  (jf  l>o»ii, 
wu  foiiiiilcd,  iiiiMt  |ini1iiilily,liv  St.  Kiiiniiin,  iilioiit  tliu  iiii<l<llu 
of  tlin  Hixtli  I'l'iilury.  Suvt'riil  •iiintn  ami  (nilronii  of  lili  rutiirii 
liiitu  Hiiiiriolii'il  ill  Ihii  iinriviit  ri'ln'iil,  miinii;;  wlioiii  ■m 
nolji-vil  St.  Si'iii-lj,  St.  ijl»'riiii4,  uml  ilui  |iioiiii  anil  K'ariia<l 
■liliut  FtutliljvrUiull,  nliu  <lir'l  on  It  |iiljjriiiiii)!i<,  in  lllitH.  'I'liu 
ulilx'v  of  Movilli'  I'liiiiiiini'il  III  Iliiiii'Inli  unlll  tliu  year  1^12: 
Jiinii'a  M'Otiiliniiri'  wiia  lliu  liiat  iiMiiil,  wlii'ii  tiiia  vi'iiuriilila 
fiiuniliiliiiii,  lifter  liioin;;  for  a  ai'iiia  of  euiitnrim  liriivt'd  lliu 
•liirint  of  tlu'  l>iim»<,  uml  tliu  ri'|H'.ili'i|  uttiiuka  ol  Imtli  Kcolliali 
■nil  Iriali  ili'iiri'ilulora,  In  runn'  it  iiri-y  l»  tin'  |ilnnilvrvra  of  tlia 
■ixluvntli  I'lntiiry;  iiml  iininn){  ita  cxtunalvi'  iKiaaoaluna  tlie 
following  IKiiiiila  »«ro  conliHcuti'il  to  llii-  crown: — Woven  town- 
lanila,  ninoiiu  uliicli  mitc  Droin  Ki'iry  niul  llitllylin);^'iin,  in 
l'|i|K'r  Clanili'lioy ;  n  loniiliiml  iitnl  uliiilf  >n  tlui  l.iltlu  Anlca; 
fonr  tiiniiliimla  of  l<ii^^'uii  Di  iiiu;  tliruc*  townlumla  in  ilio 
AriUi;  uml  i'IkIiI  lownhiinla  in  tliu  coiinliy  uf  Ki>utli  U'Nuil, 
tii^utlirr  M  itii  tlia  titliui  uf  tliu  wliulu  laiiili  of  tko  priory  of 
Niiwliin.* 

Thk  liifrirfAtTKnT  or  Aa'iuunii.t  in  lliu  Imrnny  of  Upixir 
Oatory,  (jni'i'iia  ( 'oiinly,  lUri  vin  iu  fniiiiilHtinii  Ironi  St.  Citnii'O. 
dr  Ki'iiiiy,  uIhiiii  till'  yi'iir  .'i77  J  In  lliu  uU<voiilli  ivntnry  llio 
oiillii'ilrul  hc'o  of  Oixioiy  »uh  riiiiovi'il  from  •Sui>;i<r  to  Agliuljou, 
wIk'II  iIii-  alirine  of  tliu  pulron  aiiiiil,  Cniiici',  Hua  iU'|ioaituil 
thcruin  Tliin'stuliliHliiniiit nnni'iliiiilt  in  l^.'ill.  Iiy  {''itzjiulriuk, 
•ncuiitor  of  III"  liinla  of  L'|>|>i'r  O.oanry,  iiihlcr  tliu  invui^lion  of 
St.  Oiiiiuu,  uml  firiiiitcil  to  iliu  Doniiiiimiia.  'i'liu  tuwn  of 
Afjlialiou  wm  bnrnuil  to  tliu  Kruiiml  Ijy  .M'(iilli'|iutriek  in  I3tl!, 
and  lliu  alirinu  uml  rulii|ii>'<  of  St.  Caiiicu  wcru  luat  in  tli» 
conllu^'i'utiun.  Tliia  rulruut  of  luurnin^  iiiul  auiirtity  rontinuoil 
to  llourisli  until  tliu  tiniu  of  Kli/ulivtli,  wliun  ita  |ioai«'8aioiia, 
wliii'li  wuru  tlii'ii  imiuud  vury  liinitud,  wuru  uruntuil,  toHuihor 
with  tliu  ikIvovvmiii  of  lliu  ruutory  of  St.  Cunleu  of  Aj{l>utue,  ut 
■n  uniiniii  runt  of  £A  IXi.,  to  Florcncu  l''il7.|)ntrick.§ 

'I'lix  AUUKT  or  (ii.KKuti.ucii.ll  "oiii'u  tliu  luminary  of  the 
wpslurn  world, "»nv»  un  uniinuiil  writur,  "  wliuncu  savn^iu  »u|it»  • 
and  rovini;  liurliuriiiiia  dirivud  tliu  liunufit  of  knowlud^'u  and 
tho  blusaiiigM  of  ruli^ion."      'i'hu  ubliuy  (iluniluluuh,  in  the 

•  Kinit,  IL  alA.  t  Ancicutly  call|..l  Aclu<lhl'li'>.  »r  tlia  KieU  ul  tha  <)>■ 
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tH  u't'i  uunio^L  iimniT  at  luunit. 

THiriiny  uf  llillviim-nr,  cimiity  of  Wicklnw,  wiu  riiiinilwl  by  Ht. 
(.'nviii^i'ii,  or  l\u\in,  itlxiiit  tlii'  yi-iir  AID.*  'I'liu  •itooii  wliich 
the  iiIiIhiv  >tiiiiilii  it  l»il<l  himI  riiiiiuiitli' :  liurx  tlio  nioiinUiiiia  cniit 
u  liii'luiii'lloly  ^loiiiii  on  lliu  vullry  Im'IIiiiIIi,  uiiiI  ■»  »h  fill  miti 
tiMiiriiliU'  in  till'  nei'iii',  liml  won  to  u  imiincnliiry  IxlioMcr,  it 
ii|>|H'iir»  M  it  fornivtl  hy  iimurK  fur  (lin  ntU'ly  iind  conli.'iii|>lu- 
liiih  iif  ihiMri'initic  lili!  'I'lii'  uIjIm'v  uim  Iniinilfil  under  iha 
iiiviH'uliuii  ol  Ht.  IVli-r  und  St.  Tuul,  mid  ii|  jirMCuu  of  tinu', 
uwinu  to  tint  vml  iiuiiiIht  uf  ■tudviita  mid  rvlif;l"iia  |K'riii>iii 
wlui  ri'wirlcil  lii'i'f,  (ilciiduliitdi  Ihm':  <  lo  II  |><i|iiil(iiiri  uild  a  iiolvil 
uily.  It  wu  tiio  uiti  u(  a  bitliu^i  in  U'u  •cvinlli  rinliirv,  wliilx 
lliu  micivuiiin  of  iin  nlilml*  wriit  on  in  uiiinl('rru|>tvil  ordi'r  s 
iiikI  tilt' •ilioola  of  (Jliiiilttliirli  mitu  fii'i|iii'ntvd  und  i-rowdtid 
wilii  >tiidi'iil<  I'Vi'ii  in  tliiMi'  fiiulitfiil  tiiiit'i,  wlii'ii  tlu'  |iliiina  of 
lliin  vouMlry  wi'ru  di'lii^vd  »iili  llio  lilood  uf  Diiiii'*  and  Iritli- 
nivii.  In  llfii,  Ht.  I^iuiviu'u  OTuolf,  who  wuit  >Uiii'viido<l 
from  itii'  |>riiici'ly  |Hilriiii!i  uf  lliia  iildH'y,  wim  uiiiiiiiinoiiiily 
idi'cti'd  il>  iiu|jt'riiir,  uiiil  wuj  nliorlly  afiurttnrdii  advuiurd  to 
lliu  iir('liir|ilaco|iul  tliri>ii(i  of  l)iil>liii.  Itii  rc'piilatRin  at 
tuiiulli  cxnti'il  tlio  jculoiiHy  of  tlioKi*  who  oii^lit,  in  ^ritti- 
tiiilc,  to  liuvo  bi't'ii  liH  hi'iii'furtiM'ii  In  litllM,  thu  |i(iittrrity 
of  thu  ori){inul  Kn^linh  udvciitiiri'rit,  viowini;  lb«  ^liiriiiu 
contriiHt  buiwi'on  the  lbiui'ii>liiii);  mhooln  of  (ik'ii<hiUM.'h,  and 
tho  |x'tlv,  bniltod,  nii'i'i'i'niin  >uiniiuiric>«  in  thvir  own  country, 
cuiiiu  with  liru  and  nwnrd.uiitl  huriii'il  ami  ilcatroyi-d  the  city  f 
'I'hu  ulibiv  Hn>,  howncr,,  |iri«i'rn'd,  mid  coiitiiiutHl  to  ba 
({ovi'rni'd  by  lU  |iro|H.'r  iiU|Hrioiii  until  lliu  lixlwiilh  rcnlury, 
wlivn  thu  iinlvvriiul  wrwk  took  pliK't';  iind  nhiit  tliv  KM);llah 
in  l.'tilH  forjjiit  or  si'ru|iled  to  IiuvimIoiu',  niia  wuil  riMiii-nilwrcd, 
and  without  Hi'ru|ilu  nxuhii'ly  exuiuti'd  by  llt'nry  VIII.  ami 
hii  iHiinilublv  auii'iiwora.  The  viiitiubk-  ruiiia  of  (ilcndulwh, 
even  at  tliin  day,  proaiiit  iin  u'wlul  mid  un  tntcrt'ating  |iicture 
to  tlio  mind  of  tliu  curious  und  contvuipbilive  atruiif^er. 
Anion;;  llicsu  must  bu  iinticud  the  (.'linrili  of  llie  Trinity, 
•tuiidiiiL'  un  u  riaiiii;  ^Toiind  north  of  tliu  ubbcv.  The  Seven 
(IhuiiheH,  wliiili  in  foniier  duys  neru  tlio  pride  and  glory  uf 
(iluiidaloeh,  uiid  for  wliieli  it  will  be  eelebiMted,  even  when 
thu  ruili);oa  now  reiiiuininj;  uru  no  iiioru,'  The  Cuthedrul 
Chureh,  with  ita  curioun  doors,  junibs  and  liiitula,  and  its 
round  tower,  one  hundred  and  ten  feet  lii^li,  rising  up  in  its 
anvieiit  K">udeur  aiuidat  the  prostrate  ruilia  which  surround 
it.  Our  Ijidy's  Church,  the  most  wotward  of  the  seven,  and 
nearly  oj)|Hi»itu  tliu  cathedral,  is  in  ruins;  but  these  very  ruiiii 
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■|mk  Miliimpa,  mill  thn  m-nttcrt'il  inniiinaiititi,  rnmrt,  mil 
inarripliiiiii  I'i'rri'Kli  llii>  iiirniiirv,  and  (HI  tliu  iiiiiul  willi  n«w 
mill  |iiiiiil'iil  lli<iii);lilii.  Ht.  Ki'viu'ii  KIiiIkii,  •»  cullvil,  Hiid 
iiiiilniiliifillv  iiiiu  iif  till)  Si-vitn  Cliiiri'lii'*,  in  entiru;  ti>).'i<l liur 
with  ilK  uri'liitruvi-n,  fii'tu-il  iir<  lii-«,  iiikI  iiiiiinl  U'lfrv,  fnrty- 
llvi>  fiH?t  iii^'li  Tliu  liii);)'!-  u(  Tiiiii'  nl»ni<  nml  uf  liiiiimn 
rii>t!l<'i't  '^I'l-iii  III  liiit-n  wri>iii;lil  iln'  wnrk  of  iliHiiliuiun  in  thil 
nirt  of  tliii  hiiililiii);.  'I'll!'  Itliifriirl.  "r  lln-  S^mlrlin-  of 
hiiiitf*!  '*  ri'iiili-ri'il  riiniiiiiH  Tiir  luiviiix  iii<vi'ri  kin^n  inlurri'il 
williiii  im  Willie. '  'I'liK  Ivy  (liiiri'li  nUnilii  tii  tliu  wunlnuril, 
Kitli  ibi  iiiiriHifuil  Willis  ovvr|!nmn  witli  ivy,  'I'liu  i'riiirv  of 
Ht.  Siiviiiiir  it  n  i-iiiii|i|ctu  ruin.  'IVniii|>iili-iiii-Hkelli«,  in  llin 
ri'i'i'HK  III'  lliu  iiiiiiiiiliilii,  vtua  fiiriiivrly  ciilli>il  tliu 'luni|il»  of 
till-  Duturt.  tiiiil  wliitliur  tliv  niiDluri)  fuiliurn  uf  the  alilH'v  wuni 
wiiiit  til  ri'liiu  (III  vi^'iN,  mill  iliiyn  of  |>iiriiriiliir  niiirtiliciitiiHi. 
'I  liu  I'ululiruli'il  Ih'iI  iif  Mt.  Kuviii,  lui  tlio  miiith  niilu  nf  tli« 
luii)(h,  uiiil  hiiii^'int;  |i<'r|H>iiiliuiiliirly  nt  n  frightful  hi'i^'ht 
liver  till'  mirrui'e  iit  tliu  niitem,  in  uiiulliur  iilijui't  in  ivhirli  tliu 
■iiiiiil  iif  tliu  niilii|iiary  wmilil  lie  iiiileli  ^■'■•tiKeili  iiiiil  iin  tliu 
Miiiiu  iiiile  iif  lliu  iiioiinliiiii  uru  to  liu  ai'uii  thu  renmiiin  uf  • 
Miiiiill  utiiiiu  liiiililiii);,  eiilluil  rSt  Kevln'ii  Cell,  ThuM  IihIIuwbiI 
ruiiiiTiituiiil  ill  the  liunnul'  ii  |iietiireiii|iicanil  iHmiitifiil  viiuiitry. 
The  riiiiiuMlie  iiiiiiiiitiiiiiit  liy  wliieli  tliey  uru  eiicoiiiiuuMeil — iliu 
liiiiffexli'iiileil  \iillu^  U'lieiilh,  »itli  it*  iiiteriiiixliire  uf  I'iviiIeK, 
llimerii,  mill  ruiim,  ami  the  niiliiiin  iiinl  ileml  nileiiee  of  Niitiiru 
ihriiiiKli'iut  'lie  iieuiie,  iniiit  reinler  (ilemlitlocli  n  liiHik  uf  inoili- 
tatiuii  fur  llie  niriinfier,  uf  iiinlrui'liuii  I'nr  the  lriiilii(iiiii,  uiiil  of 
ilieiiil  mill  terror  for  thu  iU'S|iiiiler  mul  the  |ilini>lvrer. 

'I'lu.^u  fuiv  iiiuniutteric'ii,  selueluit  from  the  long  catalof{nu 
tvlileh  our  iiioiiiiHtieoiiH  |ireiieiit,  iiiiiy  eiiiiblu  u»  to  I'oriii  kuine 
iilen  uf  the  lileriiry  nml  reliuioiin  njiirit  nf  our  foi'efutlion. 
Tlie  limits  uf  thin  aiialynin  will  ulluw  iii>  lu  give  merely  a  list 
of  thu  remainiler,  tii|;etlier  witli^tliu  inimea  of  their  ruaiicctivo 
foumlem. 

TiiK  MON181KHT  nr  rLONKB,  ill  the  euunty  of  Muiiaghaii, 
linil  St.  TiMerimch  fur  its  fuumlvr:  'i'liuinua  itiuiihe  was  tliu 
hint  uhtiut,  when  its  iMLtnessioiis  were  uriilHeil  liy  Uliznlieth  to 
Sir  Henry  l)uke,t  ami  afterwuril»  beeainu  the  |irii|ierty  of 
t,iini  Thuiiius  Ducru.    Mi:(:k,miuhk,  euiinty  uf  Antrim,  fuiimluJ 

*  'fho  toiiili  of  M  'niuill,  or  liXnilr,  tbe  uiicji-iit  vhu-ftAiQ  of  tbU  t«mtury, 
i»  )>U<-lhI  ill  tlli*  ('hun;ll,  Hllli  llii*  folliiwiiiif  inw;ri|itii>li  : 
.ll-Hi  n  rilHlMT. 
Mill'  DKAlll  KKIill  I'ORI'IIK  M.\c  MTIIl'II, 
IW  \wrti  the  rvHtiii^  iilaix-  uf  tli>'  Ixuly  of  kiii^  M  1'hiiiU,  who  ilieil  iu  Cluilt* 
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\>y  Kl  ('nhnmi  Klo;  llio  imMMninna  wurn  aranlml  In  Hir  R. 
|iiiiiKf'»'>l  *  |{»'«'i>M«(iM,  fiiiiiiilcil  liy  Hi.  I'lK'niuiii  tlin  p<«- 
tvMiiin*  wore  )(riiiiti'il  In  Sir  Nii'linlim  Miilliyu.t  Aiin«TllM, 
in  lliu  (jin'rii'ii  ('iiiiiily,  rminili'il  liy  Hi.  Utwinun.  Imciimio- 
NiiniN,  III!  iaiiitiil  III  l4>ii>'li  'Kui<,  riiiiiily  of  RiMi-niiinion, 
fiiiimluil  liv  Hi.  ('■iliiMiliii;  llii*  |>ri||>«>rtv  wm  (;ivcii  liy  Klioi- 
liutli  III  \Villiiiiii  'ruiilli' t  Kii.tiiiHK,  III  tliu  niiiiily  iif  Ar.- 
iiii>t(li,  rnnniliMl  liy  Si.  MmtiKi.  I(i»turk,  lumr  Slii'iilllixiin, 
(Jui-vn'ii  Oiiiiiily,  fiiiiinli'il  \ty  Si.  Ilri'iutiiii.jl  UuiiirAiHBiiii,  in 
iTio  ciiitnty  of  Cork,  foiimlvil  by  St.  KuoliiiRn.  Ki)aiioiiu)k, 
in  lliu  Cdunly  «f  Itoacnnimnn,  fnumlml  by  St.  Dlrmliui. 
<'>MtiiM,  ill  In*  ciinnly  of  VV'fxI'oril,  founilua  by  Hi.  Abban. 
KloNHAiin  (l.i>ily'»  IhUiiiI),  ill  Kolliiirt,  county  of  Wexford, 
fiiumlvil  by  Hi  Ablniii.  ('i.uaiN'Kiiiiii.aiii,  in  llie  county  of 
fork,  fuiimli'il  by  Hi.  HimIiiii.  Kit.l.-liA-MAIilillAH,  or  tbo 
('liiiicli  of  lliu  Dviul,  in  llu'  coiinlv  "f  Cork,  foumloj  by  St. 
}\blMii  Inm-Kkalthk,  in  l.oii);fi  l>i>rt(lii  fniiixleil  by  Ht. 
Cmiiiii.  'I  iiiiiAUi'Aiii,  ill  llii>  I'oiinly  of  'ri|inerary,  founileti 
liy  Ht.  (^iluinlta.  CLoKrkiiT-Moi.uA,  in  *lic  Kin|f»  County, 
(oiiiiiloil  by  St.  Moliin.  DKVhNiHii,  in  Lougb  Eruv,  county  of 
l-'vriiiiiim^'li,  fiiuniUnl  by  St.  .MoIuIaw.  Kiixadaik,  in  the 
ciiiiiity  of  Mfiitbi  foiiiiili'il  by  St.  Abliiin.  Aiiuina,  in  I,oU){h 
lli'f,  "niiiiily  of  lionnforil,  foiiiulL'il  by  Hi.  Kicnn,  Ci.lRiSH, 
nil  inluiiil  ill  l.oii)>li  Krnu,  foniKlcil  by  St.  Hcncll.  ('loain- 
CoNBHiiN.  in  till'  (inlildi  Viili',  county  of  Tipiiorttry,  foumluil 
by  Hi  Abliiiii.  AmiriNNAN,  in  ibo  county  of  Tipiicrary, 
foundi'il  byt^l.  I''ini«n.  Kiit-Mornoc,  in  the  county  of  l.on){. 
fiini,  fiiiiiiilt'il  by  St.  MniluN.  Kiii.vHrA,  in  tlio  county  of 
Cork,  fiiiiiKlcil  by  Ht.  ('Iicra.  Ci.uainuaimh,  in  tbu  county  of 
I>own,  fiiiiiiili'il  by  Si,  .MiH-liiiiniiiiic.  KnacmDai'n,  in  lliu 
I'ouiiiy  of  (lalwiiy,  fouihlrii  by  Hi.  ItroilHii.  Kiliahaoht,  in 
llii-  ciiiinty  of  HIijjo,  fiiniidi'il  bv  St.  CoiuiiRn.  KiuxilAinrHii, 
ill  till-  comity  of  Siijfo,  liiuiidc-ii  by  St.  Ciirnreiis.  Hkamhotii, 
in  tlie  county  of  Wexford,  founded  by  St.  Coliniin.  I.ubkaii, 
in  ilio  county  of  Ti|i|icriiry,  fouttdeil  by  St.  Kuiiiliin.  Cum- 
ORT-KKiii-AN,  ill  the  comity  of  Kilkenny,  foundud  by  8t. 
Abbiin.  KiuiioWN,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  founded  by  St. 
Miiiiliic.  liiki.ANO'a  EYK,  n  anmll  iMiuiid  lyiuf!  to  the  north  of 
the  Hill  of  llowlh.  All  iibbcv  win  I'oiiiidcd  here  by  St. 
Neasuii,  iinil  in  it  wiis  iircsorved  tde  book  of  the  Four  Uoapeli, 
coniiiioiily  eullvd  the  uarlunJ  of  Iluwth 

*  Huri>'  Tib.  t  AuiL'UcR.  ..       ;  Id.  |  AtduUlL  Muuw. 
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IUtl«inM  UhI  MtoMry  I'huMtan  iil  tlw  >M>lk  CHlaif]r_n*iwral 

In  aiUilino  III  tliK  i.|iiin<>nt  man  wIiom  liio);r«i>liy  mar  Ix 
fuiiiiil  ill  tli«  fiin'^'iiiii;;  <Iiii|)Iit»,  ilu-rc  yet  ri'inuint  »  Irniit  of 
iilliiTK,  nliMi!  Ii'iii'iiiiijt,  virtiii'ii,  iiml  iiu>rnry  luljoiirii  hiivo 
(■(iiitriliiiU'il  ill  till*  I'liiitvry  til  alii'd  liiatrv  mi  Ilia  Cliiirc-li  of 
Irclniiil 

Hi.  Sknan.u  iittlivii  of  CoriO'lLiiikiiKl,  in  'riioiiioiiil,  ami  of 
m^iil  ilcai'i'iil,  liim  Ih'cii  nnikvil  uiii»n;{  tliu  fittlii-n  of  Ilia 
Irwli  Cliiirfli  ill  till!  iiixth  Cfiitiiry.  ilia  Lirlli  wiu  forulnlil  by 
8t.  I'litrick,  wlivii  our  H|Mml|u  liuil  Ih'VIi  preaehing  In  tlir  in- 
Imbiliiiitii  of  iliiit  ti  rritorv,  a  I)  44H.  Hvtiun,  wlivn  «  yiiiiiig 
iiiHii,  ri'tiruil  frniM  tlui  nnrlij,  nml  ri'O'ivpil  the  rullgioun  linliit 
frmii  till!  Iiaiiili  nf  tlio  holy  iilihot  CuuhMiiii.  Homo  time  iiftcr 
ho  ri>|Hiir«>l  to  tlio  nohnol  of  Niilulin,*  wIi'To  hu  aoun  iliitin- 
giilnlii-il  jiiniHi'lf ;  Hiiil  Ilia  Kuiii'rlor  talu'iln  hii<I  MtnL'tity  lioriinie 
thu  •iilijcclof  iiiiivpnuil  iiilininition.  AlMiiit  thtt  year  53!(),  und 
at  thi«  ii'^u  of  llfly,  liu  foiiiiiluil  iho  j;reat  nioniutery  of  Innin- 
nilthv.t  IliTi'  Hcnnn  f?'"'"  Cointaiit  and  piililic  lecture*  on 
the  f^erilPturfii,  Kiitlier«,  unil  iloetrine"  <if  the  Church;  while 
thu  iiiiuiliei  of  leiiriuMi  |irieiil«  iiml  hlahoiw.  whom  thin  osliililiili- 
nieiif  Kent  nirtli,  liiive  jii*tly  eliciteil  the  euhi).'y  of  our  ancient 
writem.  Ilia  ileiilli  iH^curred  on  thu  Hth  uf  March,  ad.  }i<l, 
ami  ao  ^re.it  wiia  the  rcvereiicu  in  which  liu  had  Iweii  held, 
that  the  |>i'i'liitea,  clergy,  and  |irinci|>cl  (loraona  of  thu  country 
naaeniLled  in  hia  chiireli,  and  hi^  oliitei|uiua  were  colebratod  for 
ei(^ht  iliiya.  'I'ho  fainu  of  Ht.  Henaii  hu«  not  been  c<iiifined  to 
Ireland;' it  woa  apreml  over  the  eontinent,  and  hia  acta  have 
Wen  puliliahed  nni(iir)r  thuau  uf  the  aainla  of  Brittany,  and 
other  lountrieaj 

St.  ('iii.i'uiia,  aon  of  Crlnithnn,  waa  of  the  royal  race  of  Ily 
Kiiiaella,  in  Leinater,  and  n  diiciplo  of  St.  Kinian  of  Clonard.J 

•  In  ihi  motrical  Ml'  of  Ht  fWiun,  if  Hi  Culmu  nf  ClnjriM,  w*  raad  :  "^la 
vini.xiti  igitur  hiM  .^I'liAti  |)ni'<'i|jitiir  Alilmtit  ii»|iuun,  ('uuitilo  h<>o  Jtihalnr 
A  l>"miiii»  ut  NcnAiiiini  u<ivitiiiiu  «t  AliltAtcUi  «xiiiuiim  iiiitUt  ntl  Nfttalaa 
lit  lull  vjtui  rP|;iiliiiiu  iliM..|ji|ini»  at  Brtlltiui  iiutruei^tur  I'teilliiii.  Kuit  •iiiiii  tuno 
t«iii|H>H«  Uiua  N'ftUli  i'(.I>.|iriH  t.|iiii  iiiuunit  coni;r«jj»tio  in  vjuii  oantubaniio 
ijliiiKiiiajfiiiU  vtiltjlicff  ft  vriitnni  (ratr#i  <t«ut.ret." 

1  ifmt.  li.        :  Uil>uic4u  Hut  .U  llivUiiijui.         t  Tr.  Th  )>.  4S7. 
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Having  completed  his  atndiea,  ho  Boloctol  three  (linciplcit, 
Kintan,  Mucuiiien,  and  Cooniiin.  Viewing  Cloncnngh  from  nn 
adjacent  mountain,  and  interested  for  tbu  liappiness  of  its 
people,  lie  recommended  l''intan  to  settle  there.  Ho  himnelf, 
sliortly  after,  Inid  tlio  fonndution  of  tlie  great  monastery  and 
seminary  of  Tirdaglass,  in  the  liarony  of  Lower  Ormond, 
county  of  Tipporiiry,  about  tho  year  548.  St.  Columba  is 
said  to  have  written  several  tracts  abounding  with  much 
biblical  research  and  illustration.  Ho  had  a  iieculiar  taste  for  the 
sciences,  tho  lending  demonstrations  of  winch  he  was  wont  to 
convert  to  the  most  noble  and  aublimo  purmses,  and  frequently 
rendered  them  elucidatory  of  many  of  tlio  fundamental  and 
mystcrions  dogmas  of  the  Christian  religion.  St.  Columba 
died  on  tho  13tli  of  December,  a.d.  552. 

St.^  Molaisbe  of  Uevenish,  sometimes  called  Lasrean,  was 
a  native  of  Oarbury,  county  of  Sligo.  Having  departed  from 
the  school  of  CiMAard,  to  which  ho  had  for  several  years  been 
attaehcil,  ho  retired  to  the  island  of  Uevenish,  in  Lough  Erne, 
about  tlie  year  500.*  Here  ho  erected  a  splendid  abbey,  which 
for  lessons  in  morality  and  science,  ranked  next  to  Bangor,'  in 
the  north.  Whilo  the  rule  which  St  Molaisso  had  drawn  op 
for  tlio  government  of  bis  community  evinced  his  practical 
knowledge  of  tho  human  heart  and  of  the  Gospel  counsels,  his 
public  discourses  on  both  philosophical  and  sacred  subjects 
formed  the  theme  of  universal  admiration,  and  attracted  multi- 
tudes of  strangers  to  the  romantic  and  literary  shores  of  Lough 
Erne.  We  wlio  live  in  those  days  of  oppressioh  1^  the  one  hand, 
and  of  beggary  on  tho  other,  can  form  a  very  faintidea,  indeed, 
of  the  happmcss  which  at  this  perioil  reigned  along  the  winding 
anil  picturcs<iue  shores  of  this  lovely  lake.  Tho  very  strangers 
who  came  here  for  education,  were  unwilling  to  remove  from 
it,  while  those  who  did  return  (0  their  native  country  were  enabled 
to  become  the  teachers  of  tlieir  own  {>eople;  and  both  in  their 
discourses  and  writings  never  failed  to  eulogize  the  sanctity, 
the  leai^ning,  and  disnrterested  hospitality  pf  Ireland.  The 
name  of  Molaisse  of  Devenish,  has  been  noticed  with  great 
resjiect  by  foreign  writers,  while  the  scenes  of  his  labours, 
now  in  rums  ami  washed  by  the  waters  of  Lough  Erne,  furnish 
the  mind  with  an  abundance  of  serious  and  awful  lessons  for 
meditation.    St.  Molaisse  died  on  the  12tli  of  September,  a  d. 

670.  ,,,..„_   , „ 

8t."  BfiKKDAN  of  Birr, -wai  of  a  noble  family,  having  been 

descended  from   Corli,    prince   of  the    Deeics,  in   Munster.t 

•  Vit.  .S.  Maid.  t  Tr.  Th.  p.  fH4. 
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Among  tlio  ili«cip1e«  of  Finian  of  ClnnarJ,  Hrcndan  hoIJ«  u 
ilistinuiiisliiMl  rniiK ;  nnil  in  tlio  acts  of  that  saint,  ho  is  charac- 
torlzeil  as  a  "  prophvt  ami  ono  of  the  loading  men  in  the  achool^s 
of  Ireland."  This  saint  was  a  great  favourite  with  lirendan  of 
Clonfort,  with  the  two  Kierans,  and  particularly  with  Columh- 
kill,  on  whose  virtue's  ho  composeil  several  poems,  both  in 
Irish  and  Ijitin.*  About  the  year  550,  he  founded  the  abbey 
of  Itirr,  in  the  present  barony  of  Kercall,  King's  County.  Bren- 
dan is  represented  by  the'  Irish  annalists  as  a  man  of  great 
natural  endowments;  but  sacrc<l  itnetry  was  that  in  whicli^o 
jirincipully  excelled.  licing  a  prnlnund  theologian,  and  having 
made  the  writings  of  the  psalmists  and  of  the  prophets  his  con- 
stant study,  he  is  said  to  have  written  a  variety  of  sacred 
jiieces,  which  were  at  that  time  used  in  the  churches  of  Ireland, 
and  were  helil  in  extraordinary  veneration.  Colgan  intended 
to  have  published  his  acts;  but  this  desideratum  has  not,  it 
seems,  appeared.  St.  Bremlan  died  on  the  29th  of  November, 
AD.  571,  nnd  is  justly  numbered  among  the  Fathers  of  the 
Church^  Ireland. t 

St.  Finnian  of  Maghbilo,  or  KlovHlc,  in  the  county  of 
Down,  was  ilcscended  from  a  branch  of  the  princely  house  of 
Dnlfiutach.  When  very  yonng,  he  was  placed  under  the  care 
of  Colmun  of  Droniore,  and  fnim  thence  be  rejaircd  to  the 
great  school  of  Nonnius  in  Uritain,  and,  finally,  to  Komo, 
where  ho  was  raised  to  the  pricstliood.  About  the  year  530, 
he  foun<iod  the  great  monastery  of  Movillo,  in  the  seminary 
attached  to  which  St.  ColunibUill  received  his  education.  St. 
Finnian  was  raised  to  the  episcopal  dignity  ;t  <uid  in  the  acts 
of  Comgttll  of  liangor,  ho  is  thus  sjioken  of :  "  Vir  venerabilis 
Finniunus  episcopus,  qui  jncut  in  multis  miraculis  in  sua 
civilate  Maghbile."  St.  Fiimian  died  in  the  year  576,  and  his 
memorv  was  held  in  great  veneration  through  the  whole 
territory  of  Ulidia.  The  learning  of  this  ^aint,  together  with 
his  great  virtues,  entitled  him  to  be  ranked  with  St.  Finnian 
of  Olon.ird.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the  author  of  several 
works  on  sacred  and  scientific  subjects,  all  of  which  are  now 
lost  in  the  waves  of  time,  and  most  likely  amid  the  storms 
which  blew  over  thq  church  uf  Ireland  during  the  sixteenth 
STid  succecJiiig  centuries. 

St.  Fintan  of  Clonenagh,  was  a  native  of  Leinster,  having 
))een  born  near  Koss,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  about  the 
year  S20.§     Fintan  studied  undsr  St.  Columba,  the  son  of 

•  Ware,  w;ritoT«.  t  l'»hi!r'«  Inil.  Cfcroii, 

t  A.\.  SS.  p  UX  i  O.I|,tn,  Uie,  etc. 
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Crimtlmn;  and  by  hia  advice,  formed  tho  great  eatablUhment 
of  Cloiienagli,  about  the  yeiir  518.*  The  discipline  of  St. 
Fintan'H  rulu  was  tlie  most  rigorous  of  any  in  Iruland :  several 
holy  men,  who  had  for  years  been  inured  to  great  morti- 
fication, having  entered  Clononagh,  were  unable  to  comply 
with  the  observanco  of  its  niles.  On  some  occasions,  the 
siiint  allowed  them  a  trifling  relaxation,  while  ho  himself 
observed,  to  the  letter,  the  austerities  of  the  institute.  Clono- 
iiagh  was  rather  a  nursery  of  siinis,  than  of  learned  men :  it 
WHS  less  distinguished  for  human  literature,  than  many  others; 
bnt  as  a  retreat  of  penance — as  a  school  of  sanctity  and  of 
religious  knowledge,  it  stood  in  those  days  nnrivulleil.  While 
theological  instructions  were  delivered  theoretically  in  its 
halls,  the  most  sublime  counsels  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  most 
interesting  truths  of  divinity,  w«Sre  observed  in  the  cloister, 
and  practically  exemplified  by  its  Holy  and  mortified  inmates. 
St.  tiutAn  died  on  the  17th  of  Fetirnary,  a.d.  597. 

St.  C.VBtcB,  or  Kknnt  (Cahiceh),  from  whom  the  city  of 
Kilkenny  derives  its  niinie.t  was  born  in  the  territory  of  Kicn- 
nucta,t  in  Ulster,  a.d.  51lt.  Mis  father  was  a  laidec,  a  celebrated 
poot,  and  the  name  of  his  mother  was  Mclda.  Canice,  at  an 
early  age,  repaired  to  Itritain,  ami  placed  himself  under  the 
care  of  the  venerable  abbot  CJadoc.  lie  afterwards  attended 
for  several  years  at  the  school  of  St.  Finnian  of  Clonard,  and 
being  duly  qualiHed  for  the  mission,  Canice  went  forth  and 
preached  the  Gospel  in  various  districts  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
land. This  saint  next  procoedeil  to  the  south,  and  having 
fintorcd  the  territory  now  called  Upper  Osaory,  and  meeting 
with  great  encouragement,  he  founded  the  celebrated  monas- 
tery of  Aghaboc,  about  the  year  577.§ 

Tho  seminary  attached  to  Aghaboo  was  famous  for  lectures 
on  the  Scriptures  and  sacred  poetry.  St.  Canice  has  written 
a  copy  of  tho  four  Gospels,  with  a  valuable  commentary,  which 
was  preserved  for  a  long  time,  and  called  Glass-Cainech,  or 
the  Chain  of  Canice.||  Ho  was  endowed  with  supernatmRl_ 
gil't<,  and  greatly.csteeiHed-Sfffl  biographer  and  a  poet.  St. 
Canice  has  written,  likewise,  a  life  of  St.  Columl^ill,  and  a 
cdilectiim  of  hymns,  which  in  those  days  wore  exceedingly 
admired  and  generally  used  in  tho  churches  of  Ireland.    The 


*  Sm  G.  ii. 

--   t  A  cHtireit  h»A  t»»B  <l«!tc«te<l  Itere  to  St.  C»ll»ch,  or  Kenny. 

X  Tht'  i>n?W!tit  barony  of  Keuagbt,  in  the  county. of  Derry,  forniH  a  portion 
of  thin  torrit«>ry. 
t  .Sm  c.  ii.  g  Uaahor,  p.  106A. 
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taint  clieil  on  tlio  lltli  of  October,  a.d.  599,  and  in  the  83rd 
year  of  his  ago. 

St.  Molua,  of  Chmfvrt-Mnhia,  was  descended  of  a  noblq 
family  in  the  territory  of  ily-Kiginti,  in  Aluiistor.  Clonard 
and  ikngor  wvro  tlio  pstablisliincnts  in  wliicii  ho  had  been 
cducatvd.  By  tho  advice  of  St.  Conigall,  Molua  returned 
with  a  few  disciples  to  Mun.stcr,  and  formed  a  rclif;ious  settle- 
ment near  Mount  l.uachra,  in  the  county  of  Limerick.  From 
thonce  he  directed  Ids  course  towards  Sliovo  liloom,  and 
erected  the  celebrated  inonastery  of  CIonfert-Molua,  in  the 
Kinc's  County.  St.  Molua  drew  up  a  particular  rule  for  hii 
mouKs,  which  waj  highly  approved  of  by  St.  Gregory  the 
Cireat;  and  he  is  snid  to  have  laid  tho  foundation  of  one 
hundred*  religious  houses.  Clonfcrt-Molua  was  not  only  the 
seat  of  learning,  but  likewise  a  house  of  rigid  discipline  and 
superior  sanctity.  The  founder  is  ranked  among  the  Kathen 
of  the  Irish  (church,  and  his  death  occurred  on  the  4th  of 
August,  A.D.  ()U8. 

St.  CoK.MaKN,  or  Kkvin  of  Glelidalnch,  was  of  a'  distin- 
guished family  in  tho  territory  of  Xirtuathal^tho  country  of 
the  O'Tooles,  in  tho  county  of  Wicklow.  Un  his  seventh 
year  ho  was  conimitteil  to  the  care  of  tlio  venerable  Petrocus, 
and  aftcrwnrds.spent  several  years  under  the  direction  of  the 
holy  anchorites  hogan,  Lechan,  and  Knna.  About  the  year 
S4!),  he  founded  tho  celebrated  abbey  of  Glendaloch,  at 
which  period,  also,  ho  attended  the  Assembly  at  Usneach, 
together  with  S.S.  Columba,  Comgall,  and  Canice.  Shortly 
after  the  foundation  of  Glendaloch,  St.  Kevin  retired  into  a 
wild  and  lonely  ))art  of  the  mountains  of  Wi«klow,  where, 
separated  from  man,  and  conversing  with  Goi!  alone,  ho  spent 
four  years  in  prnycr  and  the  contemplation  of  the  holy  Scrip- 
tures t  Here  ho  practised  the  greatest  austerities,  tut  was 
at  length  prevailed  on  by  his  monks  to  return  to  Glendaloch, 
and  iui|MriHten«t- it«  diseipltne.  Sonmrjnffcfs  nicntion  him  as 
bishop  of  that  place;  this,  however,  is  uncertain,  and  amounts 
to  a  mere  opinion.  St.  libba,  his  nephew,  who  flourished  in 
the  seventh  century,  was  ciprtiiinly  bishop  of  Glendaloch,  and 
most  probably  tile  first  prt^atu  in  that  sec.  St.  Keviu  preached 
for  several  years  and  instructed  niultitudcs,  not  only  through 
the  medium  of  human  knowledge,  but  much  more  by  the 
Wonderful  ami  superior  sanctity  of  his  life.  This  saint  died  on 
the  3rd  of  June,  ad.  618. 
To  present  a  regular  biography  of  all   the  eminent  men 

*  St  Btriunl'i  Ufa  at  Molu.         t  Hwru,  Writers. 
» 


92  eCCLKIIASTICJlL  KISTOXT  or  IRKI^MD 

wlii)«e  \-irtues  onil  teaming  slied  luslro  on  the  f  risli  Cluirch  of 
tlio  sixth  ci'ntnry,  would  bu  a  tank  which  thu  llmita  of  this 
niuilyiiis  will  not  iillow  us  to  cncoiintur.  Tho  other  leaiJiiij{ 
characturs  ainoiig  them  were  St.  Ncasan,  abbot  and  fotindcr  of 
Mnnf^rot,  near  I.iiiicriuk ;  St.  Uimilun,  abbot  of  Lorruh,  county 
of  Ti|)|>orary ;  St.  Illaiid,  desccnilcil  from  I..i'0|p»iro,  and  supe- 
rior of  lUthlibhten,  in  tho  King's  County ;  St.  Ucrmit,  of  the 
princely  house  of  Ity-fiaolirc,  and  abbot  of  Iniscluthran,  in  the 
county  of  Lon'.{foru;  St.  Ai<lu5,  dcscemlod  from  Nial  of  tho 
Nino  llostat;) -i;  St.  lUuoli,  of  Inisbofinde,  in  Lough  Ric;  St. 
Carthagli  'nslioii  in  Kerry;  St.  Molua-Lobhur,  from^hoin  tho 
sou  of  Killaloo  liaa  been  named;  St.  Curniac,  surnamod  Nepos 
I.iathani,  and  disciple  of  St.  Colninlia;  St.  Coeinan,  abbot  of 
Airdne-cemhain,  near  Wu.xfurd ;  St.  Endona,  abbot  of  Emlagh- 
IImJ,  in  tho  countvikf  Sligo;  St.  Conan,  of  the  Tyrconnol  lino 
of  tho  Nials,  anil  ablmt  of  Cnodain,  county  of  Donegal;  St. 
Sim-ll,  disciple  of  St.  Finnianof  CU>nard,and  abbot  of  Cluain- 
ijiis,  in  Lough  Ernu  ;*  St.  Evin,  founder  of  tho  monastery  of 
Uos-mic-trooin,  now  Old  lUiss,  in  the  county  of  Wexford;  with 
u  countless  caUdogue  of  others;  all  men  of  superior  talent, 
learning,  and  sanctity.  This  chapter  shall  closo  with  a  brief 
account  of  the  holy  virgin  In,  to  which  shall  be  lubjoinol 
some  aj<pro|ifibte  observations.  ^ 

St.  Ita,  whom  our  annalists  style  the  Brigid  of  Mnnster,  wag 
descended  from  a  branch  of  the  princely  house  of  the  Desii, 
in  tho  county  of  Waterford,  and  was  born  about  the  year  480. 
,  Having  arrived  at  a  pro])er  ago,  she  significil  her  intention  of 
consecrating  herself  to  Go<l ;  but  her  parents  beingof  a  worldly 
disjiositiun,  were  averse  to  her  wishes,  and  refused  to  grant 
their  assent,  lijieir  reluctance,  Hbwcvcr,  having  been  removed, 
Ita  poceedcd  to>tlie  church  of  St.  Declan,  from  wlionjjjlij},_. 
receiveij.  tlio  white  veil,  nnif-'waa  cUMlIeS  in  llielist  orconse- 
crnted  virgins.t  Some  time  after  she  repaired  to  tho  territory 
of  Ily-Coimill,  in  tho  county  of  Limerick,  and  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain  Luachra,  in  a  retired  spot  called  Cluiiin-Credhuil? 
she  fixed  her  resilience ;  and  was  soon  joined  by  numbers  of 
pious  maidens,  who  came  from  all  parts  of  Ireland  to  place 
themselves  under  her  direction?  The  austerity  which  this  holy 
virgin  had  practised  was  extraordinary;  she  [rerformed  many 
miracles,  and  was  favoured  with  the  gift  of  prophecy.  Several 
holy  abbots  and  high  dignitaries  of  tho  Churcii  deemed  it  an 
honour  to  visit  St.  Ita ;  and  the  learned  Brendan,  with  many 
others,  frequently  consulted  her  on  spiritual  subjects,  and  were 

•  Tr.  Til.  p.  480)  it  A.  8S.  46.'!  t  Vit  c.  t. 
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gnideil  by  the  wisdom  which  her  answers  conveyed.'  Having 
reached  n  >;reatB(;e;  and  calling  lier  community  aronnd  her, 
■ho  signllii-d  to  them  that  her  hour  was  a|>|>niaching,  and  soon 
after  departed  to  her  Lord  and  Spouse,  on  the  IStli  of  Jannary, 
A.D.  670.t  8(.  Ita  is  considered  the  patron  saint  of  Ily-Conaill, 
together  with  St.  Scnan  of  Inniscatthy.  Alcuin,  in  one  of  his 
poems,  places  tier  a\\cT  St.  ISrigid,and  Oolgan,  in  the  ap])endix  to 
her  life,  has  collected  various  culogiums  to  the  same  iiurposo. 
The  cfl'ects  of  St.  Ita's  labours  continued  for  ages  after,  and 
contributed  in  no  sniall  degree  to  exalt  the  rising  ediiice  of  the 
Church  of  Ireland. 

Among  the  many  virtues  which  had  shed  such  a  lustre  on 
the  character  of  the  lri»li  sainta  of  the  sixth  century,  their 
truly  a|>ostolical  zeal  is  not  the  least  conspicuous,  anil*  mav 

tustly  challenge  our  admiration.  No  sooner  had  these  men 
een  enlightened  by  the  Giis|h)I,  tllan  they  seemed,  like  tlio 
fathers  of  the  apostolic  age,  lillcd  with  an  ardent  desire  of 
communicating  its  blessings  to  the  rest  of  mankind;  for, this 
purpose  many  of  them  retired  from  the  land  of  their  birth, 
anil  while  in  the  progress  of  their  mission  tliey  had  brought 
multitudes  into  the  fold  of  Christ,  they  at  the  same  time  pro- 
cured for  their  countrj'  a  reputation  which  induced  foreigners 
to  visit  its  shores,  and  Iwcomc  after\viir(ls  its  warmest  panegy- 
rists. On  the  other  hand,  tlu?  sanctity  of  the  ecclesiastics  to 
whose  care  the  government  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  had  been 
entrusted,  contribnteil,  in  the  meantime,  to  complete  this 
national  character;  the  virtues  which  they  inculcated  they 
strictly  practised,  while  their  good  example  necessarily  jiro- 
(lueed  its  proper  etl'ects;  the  country  became  a  land  of  saints, 
an<l  the  distant  stranger  returned Jlfo«a.tilIed.witli-«d«iir8tifm 
•at  the-  manr-imtt'dxairSiC  instances  of  Christian  heroism  by 
which  he  had  been  edified.  From  the  historical  facts  of  the 
sixth  century,  we  are  thus  enabled  to  form  some  estimate  of 
the  high  position  which  our  national  Church  had  attained  at 
tliis  early  period ;  wiiile  from  the  e\  ents  which^occurred,  and 
the  characters  who  flourished  during  some  of  the  succeeding 
ages,  it  will  be  seen  that  its  name  had  become  even  still  more 
celebrated.  .. 

This  portion  of  onr  histwy  may  likewise  be  cmpjoyed  in 
illiistralnig  n  truth  which  lias  been  already  advanced  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  nanu'ly,  that  public  gratuitous  education, 
aidcii  by  a  priesthood  perfectly,  disengaged  from  the  plea- 
sures, wealth,  and  pomp  of  this  world,  is,  uiidot' Prpyidencej- 

'  vit."ft7rfr"~T":;pirS!t-pc-«: — _  - 
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th»  great  onfinary  instrument  by  whicli  the  moral  reKoncration 
of  a  people  cBii  be  effected.  The  rule  bv  whicli  lucli  a  priest- 
hood is  re(;iilatc<l,  takes  its  source  froOi  the  Uos|iel  itself;  it 
woi  observed  by  all  the  ancient  Fathers  of  the  Church,  and 
without  it  the  cross  of  Christ  would  must  prubablv  have  never 
made  such  a  rapid  and  triuuiphunt  progress.  Under  such  a 
priesthood  in  the  Bi.\th  century,  Ireland  was  a  land  of  religion : 
these  men  sojourned  on  the  earth,  but  their  thouglits  were 
in  heaven;  strangers  to  luxury,  unacquainted  with  the  pomp 
and  rioting  of  the  palace,  they  never  thought  to  maintain  that 
wcaltli  and  grandeur  were  essential  to  their  station.    Many  of 

-  them  had  been  of  noble  extraction,  and  before  their  entrance 
into  the  sanctuary  had  groat  worldly  ])ro8pects  placed  before 
them;  yet  all  these  prospects  were  sacrificed,  and  the  humble 
counsels  of  the  (iimpel  were  prel'orably  embraced  and  rigorously 
practised.  Hence  it  was  that  their  religious  retreats  became 
schools  of  science  and  of  morality;  while  the  monastery  was  a 
homo  for  the  wayfaring  nian,and  itwas  an  asylum  of  comfort  for 
the  aiflictedaud  the destituteofthe surrounding  country.  Happy 
Ireland  in  the  olden  Catholic  times  of  our  forefathers!  nor 
shall  the  picture  bo  at  present  reversed  or  the  melancholy 
counterpiirt  exhibited.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  brighter 
days  are  beginning  to  open  upon  us:  the  darkened  clouil  can- 
not always  rest  on  the  splendid  surface  of  tlie  light  of  heaven; 
and  although  an  epoch  like  that  of  the  sixth  century  may,  in 
all  probability,  never  again  revolve,  yet  one  thing  is  certain, 
the  faith  of  that  celebrated  age  and  the  Church,  which  is  its 
guardian,  are  uu>ving  along  with  a  rapid  and  an  irresistible 

..X'^l&sity.i- Aud.  iieUlujr.llie.xlisguis«d~iiutli«»'^  nmnr  noT'-tke 
Often  undisguised  eflorts  of  human  power,  have  been  able  to 
put  a  suWcienUubex  to  its  progress,  or  divert  it,  even  for  an 
instant,  from  fiie  regular  and  straiglit-lincd  direction  in  which 
it  has  for  eighteen  hundred  years,  steadily  and  triumphantly 
proceeded  in  it^  course. 


SEVENTH  CENTURY. 


CHAPTFJl  I. 

•StaU  <»f  the  Church  of  In-Und  ftt  the  onnimpncomont  nf  thti  M>rentb  century— 
,  •  Ita  liUintura  .Schix.ln  <if  tJ.rk-0(  (11,1  I,oij.lilin--()f  Tiiuhmon,  siul  uf 
IjjtDiort) — lii!iti>ry  of  the  I'lwi'lial  ContMvi'rny  in  IMalid— lu  otljiiMtineiil 
in  the  Houtheni  tli(K-t-iMii  -1'he  ancient  Cych-  Hiii>|Hii1e4  hy  the  ('ttlunihian 
Ohlcr— MiMiitu  Mnil  Se«  of  I.tutli«f.-inie  eHttlihshetl  \ty  Irishmen-  KS. 
AiiUn,  Kinnn,  anil  t  'onnac  -  KlfcctA  nrtxlnccil  hy  I Hith  tit4.>mry  ccetwiaatical 
eMtahliHhnu-iitd  iHitli  nt  home  ninl  in  forcif,'ii  nationx—  l(iHt<iry  of  .St  (iiilliui, 
uf  St  FupH'y,  and  of  8t.  Kiliun — Act«  uf  tfao  N'aliuual  8yniid_t\uJtir  iho 
IMmatv  Finn  Fehhlii,  ,'  * 

TiiR  Church  of  Trvlnnd,  at  the  closo  of  tlie  sixth  century, 
WHS  iiiKnii'stioimblv  one  of  the  (irst  imtioniil  churches  in  the 
Cliriitinii  worhl.  Its  prof;ress  durii)^  the  seventh  century  was 
Btill  ninrc  ni|>i(l  and  miecessfid.  New  and  extensive  seats  of 
Ijlenitiiro  were  founded,  several  ecclesiastical  sees  were  estab- 
lished, retreats  of  piety  ami  hospitality  were  to  bo  seen  swell- 
in);  the  loiii^  list  of  antecedent  institutions,  while  the  number 
of  our  exalted  ecclesiastics  became  so  ^rcat,  that  multitude)',  ' 
not  findinj!  suHicient  scope  for  their  exertions  at  home,  and  fired 
with  burnini;  zeal,  repaired  to  the  plains  and  mountains,  to  the 
cities  and  <lc<i'rls  oritToTcouTtiTeiifJ  wtfoi^e,  TTy  Taboiij-s  unparal- 
li'leil  and  pi'i severance  almost  incredible,  they  ultimately  suc- 
ceeded in  estalilishin^  the  khif>dom  of  Christ,  and  afe  to  this 
day  looked  up  to  as  the  apostles  and  patrons  of  these  remote 
and  Inn);  since  illustrious  districts.  The  ecclesiastical  affairs 
of  this  century  prcscntin;!,  in  the  general  outline,  a  similar 
character  with  that  of  the  preceiling  one,  the  same  order  shall 
be  oliserved  in  our  narrativo  of  the  leadins;  facts;  and  there- 
fore, the  princiiral  schools  or  eolle),'es  which  bad  been  founded 
at  Tliis  period  must,  in  the  (irst  |)lace,  be  briefly  yet  distinctly 
noticed.  Anion);  these  literary  establishments  four  shall  be 
selected,  namely,  that  of  Cork,  under  St.  Finbarr,  of  Ou) 
Leighlin,  under  St.  LasiTian,  of  TA(iiiMON,  under  St.  Finfan 
Munnu,  and  of  Lismobe,  which  was  founded  by  the  learned 
St.  ('ariha)rh. 

Tho  most  ancient  literary  establishment  of  the  seventh  cen- 
tury is  that  of  Cork,  founded  by  St.  Uarr  or  Finbarr,  about 
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the  ye»r  COfi.  Finbnrr  was  a  nulivo  of  Coniiaught,  of  tlio 
Bopt  of  My-Rruin-nitlia,  a  district  \yin(f  to  tho  norlli-east  of 
the  )ireacnt  town  of  Oalwiiv,  and  in  tlio  barony  of  Atlienry* 
His  family  naino  was  Loclian,  so  that  Finbarr  (wliito  haired) 
was  liicrt'Iy  his  surnanio.  Tills  eminent  man  had  bvcn  odu- 
cate<l  under  the  learned  Mac-Corb,  a  disciple  of  Gregory  the 
Groat.f  After  havinf;  travelled  lliroHj^h  Britain,  Gaul,  ItJil.v 
and  several  countries  in  ({uest  of  knowledue,  Finbarr  returned 
to  Irelanil,  and  erecteil  liis  monastery  and  school  near  I.och- 
cire,  at  tho  south  side  of  the  river  Lee,  and  on  a  site  granted 
liim  l>y  a  chieftain  named  Kdo  } 

Tho  higli  namo  wliieh  St.  Finbarr  had  hehl  for  sanctity  and 
knowledge,  soon  spread  through  Ireland,  and  made  its  way  to 
distimt  parts  of  the  continent.  Multitu<le8  of  scholars,  both 
natives  and  foreigners,  repaired  to  Cork,  and  in  a  few  years 
this  establishment  contained  within  its  walls  several  hundred 
monks,  many  of  whom  had  been  afterwards  profobsors  in 
various  schools,  both  in  tliis  nation  and  in  foreign  countriea.§ 
St.  Finbarr  Iiad  several  eminent  disciples,  among  whom  are 
reckoned  the  celebrated  Garvan,  from  whom  the  present  town 
\>f  Uungarvan  is  named ;  and  the  learned  Nessan,  whoso 
character  as  a  professor  of  sacred  literature  had  afterwards 
brought  still  greater  numbers  of  students  from  all  parts  to  tlio 
schools  of  Cork.  TlieKessanof  whom  mention  has  been  now 
made,  and  upon  whom,  next  to  Finbarr,  the  reputation  of  tho 
seminary  of  Cork  de|)ended,  is  by  no  means  to  be  confounded 
with  Nessan  of  Mungret,  a  mistake  into  which  Smith,  in  his 
History  of  Cork,  has  most  unaccountably  fallen.  This  would 
-»nd4u.iut  ulier  confusion  lioih  -of.  focts-and  oC  vlirouologyf- 
the  latter  having  ilied  in  552,  and  the  former  in  the  seventh 
century.  The  same  writer  was  equally  incorrect^in  ascribing 
the    fuundatiDn    of   Cork    to  the  Danes.     Cork  had  been  u 

Iwpulous  ci"ong  before  these  Nbrtherns  had  ever  set  foot  on 
risli  groun<l.  The  fact  is,  the  schools  of  Finbarr  and  of  his 
disciple  Nessan  having  been  so  iirstinguished,  and  vast  multi- 
tudes of  scholars  pouring  in  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  and 
from  distant  regions  of  the  continent,  to  this  seat  of  morality 
and  learning,  Cork,  in  a  very  few  years,  became  an  extensive 
city;  nor  will  it  be  denied  that  it" might  have  been,  in  after 
times;  enlarged  and  considerablj^  improved  by  these  barbarous 
yet  enterpruing  invaders.  I'liilusophy  and  the  study  of  the 
sacred   Scriptures   were  strictly  attended '  to   in  its  schools. 

•  Hattih  Anti(|.  c.  7  ;  Ogygia.  t  Vit'  FintKini,  c.  13. 
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While  tho  truths  of  heavenly  wisdom  had  hocn  inculcated,  the 
most  nnhllmo  virtues  were  nractiaeil,  and  tho  sanctity  of  its 
memlHira  hecnine  sn  ^reut,  tliat  their  iiaincs  ohtained  insertion 
in  the  lilnnius  and  other  public  prayers  of  thusu  religions  and 
Imnny  times. 

Ihu  alilK'y  was  rc-fonn<led  in  1134,  by  Cormac,  kinjf  of 
Desmond,  at  which  time  tho  constitutions  of  the  Canons 
lic^ular  of  St.  Au);ii8tin  were  introduced,  and  its  church  was 
solemnly  consecrated  under  the  invocntiolk  of  St.  John  tho 
Ilaptist.*  The  succession  of  its  abbots  wua  preserved  un 
broken  until  the  si.Mcentli  century.  In  the  thirty-third  of 
Klizalieth,  its  possessions  wore  confiscated,  while  the  venerable 
abbey,  wUicli  was  still  hallowed  by  tho  virtues  "f  Finjiarr,  was 
soon  afterwards  demolished,  and  became  numbered  among  the 
melancholy  ruins  of  the  country.t 

TuK  scnoou  OF  U^D  LhiaiiLiN,  in  tho,-  county  of  Oarlow, 
duserVo  a  hif^li  rank  union)!  tho  literary  foundations  of  Ireland 
in  tho  seventh  century.  St.  Liiscrian,|  so  distinguishcil  in  tho 
I'usclinl  controversy,  liavinj»  returned  to  his  native  country/ 
was  invited  by  St.  Gobban  to  undertake  the  (lovernraent  of 
the  monastery  which  that  saint  had  some  time  before  erected 
in  the  district  of  Old  Leighlin.§ 

This  estiiblishnient  was  considerably  enlarged  by  Ijiserian, 
and  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  contained  within  its  cloisters 
fil'teen  hundred  monks  1  These  men  supjiorted  themselves 
by  manuut  labour;  and  in  conse<|uence  of  their  numbers  and 
the  fertile  district  in  which  they  hud  been  situated,  they  wero 
enabled  to  receive  a  (greater  comiilcinont  of  students  than 
many  of  tliu  othur  iiisUtutions.  It  we  way  except  Lisuorc, .. 
the  seminary  of  Old  Lei(;lilin  was,  undoubtedly,  the  most 
distinguished  of  those  which  owe  their  origin  to  the  period  of 
which  we  arc  now  treating.  Its  lectures  embraced  the  general 
literature  of  those  times,  and  the  fame  which  it  had  acquired 
in  Ireland  and  in  foreigU  countries,  attractoil  such  uiultituUcs 
of  students  and  of  religious  persons  to  its  halls,  that  Old 
Leiglilin  soon  became  a  town  of  great  iioto,  and  it  is  saiit  that 
the  country  for  miles  amunil  «as  usually  ilenominuted  the 
territory  of  saints  and  scholars.     This  ablicy  continued  until 

•  Ware  .Moil. 

-t  Ity  ail  inntiisitiim  t-ikcn  in  tho  thirty-third  ot  Kliznhotti,  tlu*  ahbey, 
together  with  tHI  ftcroit  (if  Unit  in  lUIlyu.tsm,  200  acret*  in  Killiirxmy,  in  tho 
,'oiinty  of  Kfi'ry.  KO  .ivrcn  north  east  of  t.ork,  aiiil  tho  inIaiKl  of  InKiqniny, 
jMiivrl  of  iti  |iosiw*iioiiii.  were  };niiitti<l  to  Sir  Kich.irit  tJrt-nvillo,  at  the  aiiiiti.-U 
rent  nf  i'l.T  [U.  M.  Irinh  money.  ■Au(lit4ir  (Jen.  office. 

X  Kiw  LaM'tian.  ho«  i-ha]!.  Mecomt  Old  Leiglilin.        i  AA.  S.S.  p.  7^1. 

!,  V'it  aimd  b<'Uauil 
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about  the  niidillp  of  the  eleventh  century,  when  it  wna  totally 
(luslroyeil  liy  fire* 

The  thinl  sent  of  literature  whicli  nlmll  bo  noticed  is  'that  of 
Taoiimon,  in  the  county  of  Wexford.  This  eatablishmcnt  wa» 
founded  by  St.  Fintim  Mniinu,  in  tho  commencement  of  the 
Bcvenlh  century,  nnd  its  celebrity  whs  dintinctly  foretold  by 
St.  Coliimbkill  long  before  St.  Finftin  presented  himself  as  a 
postulant  at  tho  frrcat  monastery  of  Hy.f  Accordinj;  to  the 
directions,  of  Uaithon,  the  suecensor  of  Columbkill,  Fintnu 
repaired  to  the  province  of  Leinstcr,  nnd  in  that  part  of  it 
calle(t  the  territory  of  Hy-Kinsellagh,  he  erected  a  monastery, 
to  whicir  tho  celebrated  school  we  are  now  treating  of  was 
annexed.}  Si.  I<'intiin  Munnn,  in  addition  to  his  extraordinary 
|iiety,  was  one  of  the  most  enlightened  men  of  his  day.  Ho 
spent  several  years  in  the  schools  of  Kihnore  and  of  Uangor, 
.■iHer  which  he  continued  for  eighteen  vcars  under  tho  instruc- 
tions of  the  lenrneil  Sinell,  at  CInain-inis,  in  Lough  Krno.  Tho 
schools  of  Taghmon  were  attended  'sy  a  great  supply  of 
teachers,  nnd  the  sciences,  with  the  doctrine  of  tho  Scriptures 
nnd  the  Fathers,  were  the  principal  studies  for  which  it  was 
remarkable.  The  saint  himsoU'  was  deeply  verse<l  in  scientiKc 
knowledge,  of  which  ho  frequently  availed  himself  in  his 
public  lectures,  converting  the  subhino  rcsearclies  of  mathe- 
matics into  moral  instruments,  and  by  means  of  which  he 
she<l  new  radiance  around  the  sacrecl  truths  and  impenetrable 
mysteries  of  the  Christian  revelation  He  was  the  great 
opponent  of  Laserian,  in  the  famous  controvei'sy  about  the 
adoption  of  the  Alexandrine  cycle.  Meanwhile  his  schools 
"- wore  froqui!ntwt  by  mnltitndeir;imd-R  larger  towmrns  soon — 
seen  rising  up  on  the  borders  of  an  extensive  forest  and  in  the 
heart  of  a  lovely  countrv,  which,  from  the  snint,  was  called 
Tkach-Munnu  or  the  haliitation  of  Munnn,  now  Taghmon.f 
It  is  unnecessary  to  dwell  on  the  many  and  great  advantages 
which  religion  and  the  character  of  the  nation  had  derived 
from  this  learned  and  hospitable  establishment.  While  it  stood 
distinguished  for  the  talents  and  exalted  sanctity  of  its  masters, 
it  was  equally  so  for  tho  number  of  its  eminent  scholars,  many 
of  whom  became  afterwards  tho  founders  of  literary  institu- 
tions and  the  teachers  of  distant  and  unconverted  regions. 
About  tho  conunencemont  of  the  eleventh  century  it  was 
suffered  to  decline,  and  by  a  cliartcr|  of  Dierniot  king  of 
Leinstei,  was  granted  as  a  cell  to  the  abbey  of  Ferns. 

•  Tr.  Th.  p.  6.13.        :  For.St.  Muniiii,  Moehnp.  iii.        t^damnan,  lil>.  1. 
j  Vit  t^Hnt.  c,  32.      li  Arclia»ll  Jl.m. 
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Tlie  cek'limtud  ■cIiodIs  of  Lismoro  must  now  chnllengp  our 
nitentiuii. 

LlsMORi  !•  iiituiitcd  in  tho  county  of  Wnterfnnl,  in  tlio 
barony  of  Conhniorc,  and  on  iIip  noutli  side  of  the  river  Hlnck- 
wator.  ItH  natural  aituntion  is  hi(;hly  cnleulutcd  even  to  nssiiit 
tho  mind  of  tho  student  in  its  most  lofty  and  conteniplativo 
oxeunions,  hcing  seated  almost  in  the  centra  of  a  rich  and 
romantic  valley,  with  tho  expansive  hay  of  Dungarvan  on  tho 
one  siilc,  and  a  chain  of  mountains  on  tho  other.  Hero  St. 
Carthagli*  foundcil  his  celebrated  monastery  and  school,  about 
thfc  year  033 1  He  had  been,  before  this  period,  consecrated 
bislio|i,  aiid  becanu"  tho  founder  of  that  see,  to  which  he  gave 
the  name  of  lAot-more,  that  is  great  hahitition  or  town.  In  a 
short  time  this' literary  establishment  was  greatly  enlarged; 
from  n  wild  ond  solitary  spot,  Lismore  became  a  considerable 
city,  and  tho  fame  of  its  schools  soon  spread  ncvt  only  over 
Irehind  and  llritaiii,  but  also  to  the  most  distant  (mrts  of.  the 
continent.  Besides  the  lectures  which  were  read  im  theological 
subjects,  philosophy,  the  sciences,  and  the  general  literature  of 
the  day  hail  been  studied  in  its  halls.  Irishmen  were  not  the 
only  ]>ers<>n«  who  comprised  the  list  of  its  stu<lents;  nundwrs 
came  from  Albania  and  liritain,  wiiile  multitudes  Hockeil  from 
flaul,  (lermany,  Italy,  tho  regions  of  the  Danube,  and  from 
the  most  distant  quarters  of  Kurope  { 

The  schools  of  Lismore  liecame  still  more  celebrated  after 
the  death  of  St.  Carthagh,  and  particularly  under  the  learned 
CataMus,  about  the  miildlo  of  the  seventh  century  §  Then, 
indeed,  Lismore  had  reached  its  apex  of  glory;  and  while 
crowds  of  foreigners  re|>aired  thither  for  instruction,  nuniljors 
iMturned  to  thcirj:ospcctivc. countries,  filled  with  gratitude  for 
the  hospitable  reception  which  they  had  cxperienceir.  But  tho' 
national  and  physical  condition  of  thi.s  picturesque  |>art  of 
Ireland  has,  tor  tho  last  three  hundred  years,  undergone  a 

•  For  Rt  Cnrthn^h,  wo  c.  ii.     t  r«hf  r,  Ind.  Chmn. 

X  Tbo  luarowl  Umaventun:  Monmi  thus  dcwrrilK'H  this  great  omtllix  of 
fiirci^lii-ni  who.  in  IImm!  ilnyn  of  IrclaiHrit  Kptundonr.  Iftndnl  on  nwc  ftlioreM,  aiwl 
r«|iaireil  iu  ijm'iit  of  kliowlulgo  t)  the  literary  and  ti<>«|iit«)do  ilallM  of  LiHmoro  : 

**  Vmlitjiio  winvcniuut  lirocerea,  ((l^ns  ilulee  traticl)at 
Diwendi  tttudiuiu,  niajoriilmi  cognita  virtuH, 
An  lauilata  fort't     (Vli-rew  vaHtitwnmil  lilioni  "'   ' 

(lain  va<U  Teutimici,  jam  doseroerc  Sicaiiihri.  '  » 

Nun  omtiai  pnwjtectat  Arnr  KliiMlaniuiie  lluutit« 
HrlvptioN;  miilUw  donitlcmt  ultima  Tliiitc. 
iVrtatiiii  ill  liritjwrant  divemo  traiiiite  atl  urWm 
LiHliioriani,  Jiivunm  |>nin<<H  tibi  tmn>siijit  iuiuium." — UasTier,  p.  7tVi. 
5  Tlii»  saint  Itecnmt;  ftftt'rwanli*  liii-Iioli  of  Tarontiim. 
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rlianiitl  rcvdiution :  th«  spIiooIh  of  Li«moro  are  lcrpll(><l  lo  tlio 
crniinil ;  tmilition  aliiiio  markii  tlio  xpot  where  the  gcniun  of 
liti'niture  liml  once  resided;  «nd  instend  of  the  Lisinnre of  the 
(oventh  centiirv,  rrowdeil  with  Htnin^^i'rs  and  men  of  ncieneo 
from  nil  iintioii'»,  the  imsning  inivcllcr  iimy  now  lichold  in  tho 
heart  of  a  lovely  country,  n  mere  villn^re,  wiihoiit  anything  to. 
recommend  it  save  the  recolleetionj  of  tho  dny«  that  arc  ])a»t, 
and  the  mouldering  reinainH  of  its  ancient  f;rnnileurl 

Whiloijtenitnre  and  mornlity  had  lieen  thiia  advancing,  and 
the  hrijjhlcst  e])och  of  the  Irliili  Church  rolling  on  In  ninjustic 
order,  a  iincstion  arose  relative  to  tlie  ceh.hnition  of  Easter, 
which,  alttiough  in  itwif  ameriMnattcr  of  diaei|i|lno, seemed,  at 
least  for  a  time,  to  distnrh  tho  harmony  which  had  liitherto 
prevailed.  According  to  a  rule  universally  received  by  the 
ChriHlian  Church,  tho  feast  of  Easter  couhl  not  he  celebrated 
before  the  Itth  day  of  tho  first  lunar  month  of  the  year;  that 
being  tile  month  in  whicli  our  S.iviour  had  risen  from  the  dcfld. 
The  chnrcliet  <if  Asia  Minor  observed  this  festival,  as  the  Jews 
ilid  their  I'aseh,  on.  the  14th  day  itself,  without  regarding  tho 
day  of  the  week  on  which  it  toll.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Church  of  Kiune  and  the  ehinches  of  the  west,  together  with 
those  of  Egypt,  Palestine,  I'ontus,  and  others,  did  not  celebrate 
it  until  tlie  Sunilay  following  the  Htli  day,  in  con.sequence  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  Uedeeiricr  having  taken  place  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  now  called  Sunday.  To  establish  uni- 
formity in  the  ot  servaiice  of  this  irreiit  feast,  it  was  decreed  by 
the  (/ouncil  of  Nice,  that  it  should  lie  kept  on  the  Sunday  imme- 
<liately  following  the  14tli  day  of  the  first  lunar  month;  and 
that  it  shoulil  not  be  liclil  before  the  vernal  equinox,  lest  the 
Church  might  seem  to  agree  with  the  .fcws,  whose  I'asch  in 
nmw  TPnrs  i«ll  lieforo  that  period.  This'lecrce  was  accordinglr 
receiveil  by  tho  universal  Chuicli;  some  few,  however,  adhcroi" 
to  the  fornuT  system,  ami  by  thus  resisting  the  authority  of  tho 
council,  were  cut  ofl'  from  the  body  of  the  faithful,  anil  desig- 
niited  by  the  naijiie  of  Qunrlndecinmm.  Matters  having  been 
thus  adjusteil,  anMtirr  dilliculty  arose  as  to  the  mode  of  calcu- 
lating when  the  first  day  of  the  lunar  numth  commenced,  and 
this  W.1S  the  part  of  the  q\iestiou  which  gave  rise  to  such  dis- 
putation among  our  Irish  ecclesiastics.  Tho  Jewish  cycle  of 
M4  years  was  that  whicli  was  adopted  by  tho  primitive 
Christians;  it  was  observed  by  the  Komans,  and,  in  short,  by 
the  whole  western  church,  in  the  time  of  St.  Patrick.  Somo 
few  yeai-s  after  the  Council  of  Nice,  the  Church  of  Alexandria 
substituted  in  its  place  the  cycle  of  19  years,  invented  by 
Anatolius,  bishop  of  Laodicca,  and  afterwards  reformed  by 
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KiiwbiiiJt  of  Cn'fanttt;*  wliilci  tlio  chiirflio*  of  tlio  west  still 
iiilhorod  to  tli(>  nlil  Jewish  im-tlnxl  of  onlculntion.  Tliia  cycle 
nf  HI  yean  wum  milijcct  to  many  inacciirni'U'!!,  and  ainoii);  other 
ilatu,  it  supiMwcil  iMch  jiinntion  tojii-  shortiT  than  it  roally  is  liy 
two  iiilimti's  and  kchuu  Kcroiiils.l  Ilriioo  in  tho  year  'Aa7,  tlio 
tuativnl  of  ICustiT  was  celchratctl  at  Rome  on  the  IBtli  of  A)iril, 
and  at  Aluxundria  on  the  ^oth;  and  in  417  tho  same  fea.it  oc- 
cnrrcd  at  Komo  on  tlu'  ij'ith  of  March,  and  at  Alexandria  oo 
the  I'ifnd  of  April.  To  ohviate  thewdiHcrepancios,  it  was  deemed 
ailviaable  to  form  a  new  cycle.  Abont  the  year  457  that  of 
Victorins  of  A(|oitain  wna  published;  and  although  it  aiv 
proached  very  near  to  tho  Alexandrine  computation,  yet  in 
many  renpuctx  a  very  uutturial  dilVerencu  cxistoil.}  At  length, 
about  the  midillu  of  the  sixth  century,  l>iony»iiiii  K\i;;uas 
framed  a  new  cycle,  which,  in  every  re»|>ect,  corres|)oniled  with 
that  of  Alexandria;  it  was  accurdinj^ly  adopted  bv  tho  Koinans, 
an<l  afternariU  by  the  whole  weUiurn  world.  The  Church  of 
Ireland  received  "the  ohl  Qyc\o/oi  84  vears  from  St.  Patrick, 
and  it  was  in  fad  t)u-  compilation  wdicli  our  apostle  found 
practised  in  (iaul,  and  in  Itorfe  also,  when  be  had  l>een  in  that 
city.  This  cycle  was  oliscrviLl  in  Ireland  with  that  venoration 
which  our  forefathers  paid  to  Very  tiling;  handed  down  to  them 
by  their  btdoved  apostle,  and  it  c\itinued  until  thcyear  610,  when 
8t.  Doi^aii,  liavini*  been  in  llritain,  and  ineeting  with  Laurentius 
Mellitus,  and  other  lioni.in  prelates,  a  serious  cuntroversv  took 
place  on  this  i|uesti(ni  of  tlie  I'ascbal  computation.  Shortly 
after,  a  letter  was  addressed  liy  these  prelates  to  the  Irish 
clerfty  on  the  same  subject,§  and  this  it  was  which  pave  rise  to 
various  iiitjiiiries  as  to  the  rij^bt  netliod  of  calculating  tliu  time 
of  Ktuster.  It  beiiif^  a  inattir  of  discipline,  or  rather  an  astro- 
nomical (juestion  connected  with  the  leadiiij>  festivals  of  the 
vear,  some  were  of  opinion  that  for  the  sake  of  uniformity  tho 
konuin  nielhocl  should  be  inlopted ;  others  were  for  correcting 
the  Irish  systi  in,  by  Ml!(>\\iiii>  the  earliest  F«s«luil  Suiulay^ oa.. 
the  llStli  of  the  moun,  aci'iirdinp  to  the  oUI  Konian  custom, 
instead  of  the  14th,  while  tho  fiii'at  body  of  the  clerfty  held 
out,  and  were  determined  not  to  (jive  up  the  calcul.ition  which 
tlioy  had  received  from  their  predece«8ors.  Matters  thus 
stoiHl  until  the  year  C;W,  wlien  an  admonitory  epistle  wits 
received  from  pope  Ilonoriiis  l.,!|  and  in  cousc<iuenco  a  synod 
was  held  at  Olit  Lcighlin.  At  this  synod,  according  to  Ouiii- 
inian,  the  bishop  of  Knily  presided  j  and  it  was  atteniled  by 

Smitir«  A|,i«mil.  ti.  Bwlc.  t  I'Mlior,  p.  927. 

"     -  •   "-     —  §  Br.U>,  1.  2,  «.  4. 


}  Smitli'it  Dift«ortat 
II  Boilo,  I  S,  c.  I'.l. 
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the  lucpewors  of  ^icran  of  Clnnmacnoia,  of  nrciulnn  of  Birr, 
of  NiiMnn  of  Muii^rot,  of  Molun  of  Olonfert-.Molun,  Liiitvriau 
of  Old  I.vii;lilin,  Kiiibiii-Miinnii  of  Tiiclimoii,  nnd  tho  other 
heads  of  tlic  Iciulinf;  rcliijioua  cstalilishinontA  of  Ireland. 
Lanoruiii  woa  the  (iriiicipul  supporter  of  the  Itoiiinn  iiyi>toin. 
Ar;;uiiiK  on  tho  );roundof  unanimity,  he  maintained  that  the 
former  rvcle  of  H4  yoara  should  bo  rclini|uisliod,  and  that  tho 
one  wliieh  had  now  been  reeei\t><t  by  tho  other  churches  of 
tho  western  world  should  bo  substituted  in  it«  place.*  His 
greatest  Opponent  was  Kintun-Munnu ;  and  so  profound  was  tho 
reverence  in  wliicli  this  ^rcat  man  held  every — oven  tho 
smalleiit  particle  of  that  which  was  delivcroil  by  St.  I'atrick, 
tliiit  ho  ci»M  not,  even  in  n  matter  of  mere  numerical  calcula- 
tion, bo  prevailed  U|>on  to  adopt  tho  opinion  of  Laaorian  ami 
others.  He  insisted  that  the  cycle  of  84  years  was  that  which 
the  great  apostle  of  Ireland  and  tho  sainted  fathers  of  the 
fifth  and  sixth  centuries  had  prnctisod  and  bequeathed  to  hiui ; 
that  church-discipline  dlil  not  in  itself  essentially  require 
uniformity  of  time  or  place;  that  as  to  locality  and  time, 
(li!<ciplino  <toes  un<l  often  must  vary,  and  that  if  other  nations 
thou);lit  proper  to  niter  the  former  cycle,  that  was  no  reason 
why  the  church  of  Ireliuid  should  ^ivo  up  the  old  Paschal 
computation,  consecrated  as  it  Imil  been  by  their  sainted  pro- 
ilccessors  —  by  men  who  were  distinguished  for  their  zeal  and 
labours  in  foreign  countries  as  well  as  at  home,  and  who  justly 
ranked  amoiij;  some  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  tho  Christian 
worlil.  The  niujorjty  of  the  prelates  ami  tho  heads  of  the  old 
cslulilishmenis  were,  however,  for  adopting  the  computation 
then  |>ractised  by  the  universal  Church,  declaring  that  they 
had  been  ilirecled  by  their  predecessors  to  follow  that  in- 
variably wliich  was  held  by  tho  successors  of  tho  Apostles.f 
To  set  the  matter  at  rest,  one  of  the  canons  drawn  up  by  8t. 
i'atrick  was  cited :  this  canon  states,  "  if  anv  questions  (dilK- 
culties)  should  arise  in  this  island,  let  them  be  referred  to  the 
Apostolic  .Sec."t  Accordingly  it  was  resolved  that  deputies 
slioiiltfprncerd  to  Itoiiio,  una  refer  the  issue  of  the  question 
to  tho  ultimate  decision  of  the  Pontiff  liimself.  When  4hes« 
deiiutics  had  arrived  at  Home,  they  saw  that  Eustor  was 
celebrated  at  one  and  the  same  time  by  people  from  various 
nations,  and  on  their  return  deckred  to  the  fathers  of  the 

•  ITnlier,  p.  9.10.  f  CiunUii  Piwtck  Ep. 

t  "  Si  (|uiv  (iiimstioiiCM  in  hoc  insula  nriantiir,  tu\  iSviU'in  AlMMtolicnm  rc-fcran- 
tiir."  This  uniiiin  afT'i>n1i«  anntliwr  cttnviiiciiig  priHif  tbAt  the  Iriiili  Cliuruli  ilitl. 
fmtn  itx  vory  (M-igin,  ackaowlclgc  the  su|>rciiw(!y  of  the  we  of  Kome.  ~8ee 
A|>|Kin<lix  No.  t. 

I 
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Iriah  Churcli  tliiit  tliu  Roman  coinpntation  wns  the  one 
eniliraouil  l>y  llio  cliiirrlica  nl'  Oiiiil,  Italy,  iiikI  uf  the  wholo 
world,  yytur  this  |icrii>(l  ((!33)  tho  Roman  cvilo  was  univtr- 
aiilly  rccem.'d  all  ovur  iMiuistpr;  it  was  ailopteil  likewise  in  the 
urentest  piirt  of  Lciiistvi',  and  uvor  n  cunsidvrable  portion  of 
Coiiniiufjht* 

Allhoii^h  the  quotum  of  th«  Paschal  computation  was 
thus  disposi-d  of  in  the  south,  it  was  opposed,  anil  f^ave  rise 
to  various  ilisrniiaions,  in  the  northern  diiwi-sca  of  Irclnnil. 
Great  nundx-rs  of  the  clur^iy  in  these  districts  were  satisfied 
to  receive  the  Rouiiin  comiiulBtion,  vot  the  great  majority 
were  strongly  prejudiced  in  laviiurof  the  ancient  cycio adopted 
liy  their  forefuthers  'I'hu  iiiHuenco  which  the  (yoliynuian 
Urder  possessed  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  was  the  nrinci|>al  cause 
to  which  this  discrepancy  of  opinion  should  lie  attriliuted. 
Deriving  its  origin  from  St.  Columbkill,  whose  name  was  in 
itnelf  a  sanction,  this  distinguished  body  could  cohfimand,  in 
snp|K)rl  of  its  system,  llio  advocacy  of  men  whose  learning 
and  ackiiowledged  sanctity  wouM  be  siifKcient  to  establish  the 
merits  of  any  cause.  Owing  to  these  and  other  reasons,  the 
pcclesiustics  of  tlits  order  bad  powerful  intlucnce,  both  in 
(lister  and  in  other  parts  of  Ireland;  and  having  been  strenu- 
ous advocates  of  the  ancient  cycle,  their  n|iinion  in  this  respect 
gained  an  overwhelming  im'ponderance  uf  the  northern  dis- 
tricts of  the  country.  Thoniian  was  then  archbishop  of 
Armagh.  Tliis  prelate,  witnessing  the  conflict  of  opinion 
which  the  I'lisclial  question  had  created,  ami  anxious,  like- 
wise, to  put  a  termination  to  its  discussion,  cjiused  a  letter 
to  be  dirccled  to  Itomc,  in  wliiili  the  arguments  on  each  side 
were  fairly  stated.t  Although  the  letter  of  Tbomian  hud  not 
been  received  at  Rome  until  after  the  death  of  pope  Seve- 
rinus,  the  Irish  prelates  and  clergy  had,  nevertheless,  an 
epistle  addressed  them  soon  after  (in  (140)  by  .lolin,  the  pojiP 
elect,  and  the  other  heads  of  the  Roman  Church.}  This 
0])iHtle  was  directed  "  To  the  most  beloved  and  hoiy  Thomian, 
archbishop  of  Armagh ;  Columbian,  bishop  of  Clonard ;  Crunun, 
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X  111  thin  tettf V  (of  wMiJff  ve  tmyg  oi*ty-*<WHinaiit),  .tberp  are  two  ^WHAsei* 
which  iiiiut  1m]  iiutiutMl.  Vrom  the  liret  of  tlicsi.'  it  a|,iiCArM  tliat  Hinnii  of  tne  ^ 
Irish  ilcixy  wen,*  uoiiHidenitt  by  tlio  writora  of  tho  IvtiMT  ai  Qwirliblremamt; 
*'  ItijpcriiiiiiA  iiuo«iUm  |troviiicn-  vi'atni-.  ipinrtailuciinK  hum  cum  lloltm-is  cclo- 
hrarc  iiit«'ntt>ii."  Thin  opiuioii,  however,  oriKiuatd  iu  a  iiiiHlAkf:  the  IriHh,  no 
■liiiilit,  celebrut^-il  the  feHtival  of  l*>jit4T  on  the  14th  day  of  the  nioou,  if  it  hnp- 
|M>nod  to  fall  oil  n  Niiiulity,  liiit  nut  otherwise  ;  they  eoiiM  not,  therefore,  lie 
i-iiUcl  Quar/fti/ct'imaitj.  .Aftain,  thiit  letter  cont.iin»  the  following'  |iAMai{e  :  "  Kt 
hiK-  <iii>M|iie  cotiuovimu*.  <iin>,l  vinin  IVIaKiaiift'  lucreMHiw  nl'ilil  vo»  (leuuo  revi- 
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biibop  of  Antrim;  Diina,  bishop  of  Connor,  ui<\  nnithnn, 
liiabnp  of  KIpbin;  Cronnn,  al>bi>t  of  Moville;  Ernian,  abbot 
of  Torey  Islaml ;  I  jiintrun,  «bl«)t  of  Ardniacnniica,  near  Uown ; 
Houlinn,  iibbdt  of  Arinagli,  and  Se);unus,  ttl)b<it  of  Ilan);nr; 
loifftbiT  with  Sarnn,  mu«t«r  and  teacher  of  tlieology,  and  tho 
other  Scot  doctnnt  and  abbots."*  Notwithstanding  tho  tenor 
uf  tliis  adiniinitory  dncuinent,  tho  Irish  I'nschul  computation 
vvnB  (generally  adhered  to  in  the  province  of  Ulster,  until  Ikliont 
the  year  704,  at  which  tiltie  tho  cclebratcil  Adaninan  uf  liy 
acknowledged  tho  Unman  cycle,  and  by  his  influencu  had  it 
afterwards  received  in  every  dioceso  throughout  tho  northern 
districts  of  Ireland.f 

So  steadfast  were  tho  memliora  of  tho  Columbian  Order  in 
tho  olMcrvanco  of-  everything  delivered  to  them  by  their 
founder,  anil  received  by  him  from  St.  Patrick,  that  those 
men,  even  in  foreign  countries,  would  never  consent  to  rclin- 
(|uish  a  sinule  particle  of  the  mere  discipline  which  had  been 
lKM|neathud  to  them  by  their  ancestors.  About  the  year  6'i!i, 
this  learned  body  became  highly  distinguished,  and,  by  their 
mortiKcd  life  in  the  cloister  as  well  as  by  their  labours  on  the 
nii>sion,  were  sunn  recuguiseil  as  so  many  moral  luminaries 
uf  the  Chrintian  Church.  When  Oswald,  king  of  Northum- 
berland, had  been  compelled  to  abandon  his  duminiuns  and 
consult  hi.s  saft^ty  by  flight,  lie  took  refuge  in  Ireland,  and 
was  soon  after  converted  to  the  Christian  faith.  Owing  to  a 
variety  of  circunisfcinces,  his  alVaira  began  shortly  alter  to 
asHume  a  more  favourable  ap|>earuncc,  and  Oswald,  being  no 
longer  an  exile,  was  determineil  on  having  the  Go.spur  of 
(/hrist  established  throu>'hout  his  ilominions.  The  prolate*  of 
the  Iridi  Church  were  the  pi^rsoiis  to  whom  thii,  pious  prince 
communliateil  his  intentions,  while  his  application  was  accom- 
panied with  a  request,  that  a  bishop  shoulil  be  ap|)ointeil, 
thruugh  whose  ministry  that  part  of  tho  ISntish  nation  might 
be  broiiglit  to  a  knowledge  of  the  Christian  religion4  Aidaii, 
a  monk  of  Ily,  a  man  of  great  meekness,  was  the  person 
selected. §  He  was  consecrated  in  Ireland,  his  native  country, 
and  on  his  arrival  in  Nurtliuiubcrlun  I,  he  received  from  Oswald 

viHt-.it "  "  Anil  tfiis  wo  a1w)  know,  that  tho  jMiisftn  of  ttw  PcUginn  liercsy  is 
acniti  revivcil  auiixipit  yon."  I(uiic»  it  in  iiifemMl  that  thiit  hf.>m<y  had  th«n 
ViuiDtl  KFourii)  ill  Irx't.'iiiil.  Thu  inference,  huwuvc-r,  uaiiuot  lie  aiimittuil ;  fur, 
-tn-lh*  4u«t.ula(;u,.  thu  Ituuiati  cIurKy  mi^ht  liavo  hc«u  misiiifoniitsi ;  and, 
MK'iiliilly,  tt  itot-s  not  appcnr  fnmi  any  omrrtf  mir anuiiuit  Kconla  that  a  I'chl- 
pian  Bt-ct  halt  ever  vxMvt\  in  this  i-onntry.  Itail  mich  U-en  tha  fact,  immt  coV-  *' 
taiiily  iinr  aniiatisti*  vonUi  iint  hnvi-  iiiwawl  it  ovit  uimotici-i).  — .S*?«  the  Kpistte 
of  St.  t.'.thnnliamu  to  |io)k>  itiuiifacu  IV..  A|>|K>ii<lix  I. 
•  AA.  ,S.s,  0th  Jan.     t  Bcilt.  1- ^i  »•  ">■    J  AA.  SS.  ii.4«.    j  Bedc,  1.  3,  c  S. 
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tli«  Ulniiil  of  Litiiliafnriic,  giiice  culled  "  tlio  Holy  Inland,"  as'a 
place  in  wliich  lii*  nee  niif;lit  l>e  errctud.      In  u  wry  abort 
time  Aidan,  asalated   by  a  number  of  niiaaionarie*  whom  hu 
brought  from  Ireland,  liad  the  happineaa  of  soeinv  the  whole  of 
that  wild  and  i-xtenHivo  district  converted  to  the  faith  of  Chriat. 
He  fornieil  con^rt>);Htiona,  iTevted  churches,  and  ultimately 
(ucceeiled  in  catabliahinf;  a  celebrated  monaatvry  in  the  inland 
of  Lindisfurnu.     I'liulinua,  who  had  U'on  archbiahop  of  York, 
bad,  aomc  tinio  previously,  retired  from  hia  see  and  fixed  hia 
reaidenco  in  Kent :  for  which  ruuaon  the  miaaion  uf  Aidan  took 
in  »  ^reat  acorn  of  tbo  northern  diatrict  of  Itritain,  comprc- 
liendin)!  alao  tlio  extimaive  dioceao  of  York.*     It  ia  a  remark- 
able fui-t  that,  for  thirty  yeara,  this  diuceso,  so  celebrated  in 
ecclesiastical  biatory,  was  (rovernod  by  Irinhmen  ;|  while  the 
aeea  of  their  own  country,  inatead  of  wanting  tlie  aid  of  a 
forei]L;ner,  nmred  out  niiaaionaries  in  numbers,  besiiles  many 
jirelatoa,  wlioae  learning,  laboura,and  suftijringa,  reflect  honour 
on  the  land  uf  their  birth  and  justly  merit  inaertion  on  the 
pages  of  our  nuirtyrology.     Aidan  continued  to  govern  this 
■liHtrict  until  1151.  "  Several  writers  have  juusod  very  high  and 
well-merited  encomiums  on  the  virtues  of  this  tt|H)atolic  man. 
Among  theae  the  following  testimony,  from  the  |K>n  of  Bede, 
may    he  sileoted;    "Ilia  inalrucliona  were  well  received  by 
every  one,  because  he  did  not  teach  otherwiac  than  as  he  lived 
with  his  ciimpuiilona      lie  neither  sought  the  things  of  this 
world  nor  earud  for  them;  nlmtever  lie  got  from  kings  or 
weidthy  persona,  he  distribuleil  among  the  poor  that  came  in 
hia  way.    In  lila  journeys  hu  travelled  iiot  on  horaoback,  but  on 
foot,  e.xcept  in  aunie  case  of  great  iwessily,  so  that,  as  he 
went  along,  ho  might   address  thoa^Rliom  he  luppened  to 
meet,   whether  rich  or  poor,  and  if^BWela,  exhort  them  to 
embrace  the  Christian  faith;  if  already  beliuvera,  confirm  them 
in  it.     He  made  it  a  rule  that  all  those  who  accompanied 
him,  whether  of  the  cleHcal  order  or  not,  should  be  engaged 
.  in  reading  the  Scriptures  or  in  getting  the  nsidms  byleart. 
From  hia  example,  religious  persona  of  both  sexes,  adopted 
the  practice  uf  fasting  until  none  (ihree  in  the  afternoon)  on 
every  Wednesday  anil  Prido}'  in  the  year,  cxcejit  Easter  and 
Whitsuntide,     lie  never  overlooked,  either  through  respect 
or  fear,  the  tninsgrcssiuns  of  the  rich,  and  severely  repri- 
manded them  if  guilty.     He  made  no  presents  to  the  |iowerful, 
although  ho  used  to  treat  them  with  ecclesiastical  hospitality ; 
but   on  the  contrary,  he  either  gave  to  the   |>oor  whatever 
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money  ho  olilaincd  from  tim  wealthy,  or  laid  it  onl  on  the 
ro(li)iii|ition  of  lihivm,  Mivunil  of  whom  houftorwnrda  initriicted 
iinil  evoii  raised  to  th«  prii'nthood."*  The  revureneo  wliich  tliii 
Xroat  niun  |>aid  lo^«v<>rythlnf{  dulivercd  down  liy  Ills  nnceitors 
waa  audi,  that  no  ar|{umfntii  could  diaiiuade  him  from  following 
the  cnnipiitation  which  he  had  received  in  his  own  country ; 
hence  llede  savi;  "that  aa  every  one  knew  ho  could  not 
celeliratu  Knxter  contrary  to  the  practice  of  thoiie  who  sent 
him,  he  diligently  fulfilleil  every  Christian  duty  lil(o  all 
other  saints,  uml  accordingly  was  beloved  liy  all,  oven  hy  thoco 
who  differed  from  him  on  that  point,  and  was  held  in  vene- 
ration not  only  by  the  |ieople  at  large,  but  likewise  by  the 
liUliops  llonorius  of  Ciinturbury  and  Felix  of  the  East 
Anglc»."t  According  to  Harris,  Aidan  was  llio  author  of 
several  leiirned  commentaries  on  the  Scriptures,  Moniilies, 
and  other  tracts.  He  died  a.d.  051,  and  on  the  3Ist  of 
Au^'UHt.  Aiihin  was  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Liiidisforne 
liy  Kiiian,  an  Iriiihman  and  a  ineiiiber,  likcv^isc,  of  the  Colum- 
bian Order.t  In  the  commencement  of  his  episcopacy,  Finaii 
converted  to  the  faith  I'eada,  prince  of  the  Middle  Angles, 
and  son  of  i'endii,  the  iiagiiii  king  of  the  Mercians.  This 
event  having  pre|iared  llic  way  for  the  sti|l  further  progress 
of  the  Gosficl,  lie  ordained  four  jiriests,  Cedil,  Add,  Iletti,  and 
DiiUna,  for  the  niission  of  that  country.  These  he  committed 
to  the  care  of  the  prince,  and  after  having,  with  great  perse- 
verance, siirmountt'il  many  difficulties,  they  at  lengtli  succeeded 
in  bringing  over  the  great  boily  of  the  Mercians  to  the 
Christian  I'aith.  About  the  same  time  this  holy  prelate  con- 
verted also  Higberet,  king  of  the  East  Saxons,  and  consecrated . 
Ccdd  bishop  of  that  nation.  Fiiian,  after  a  most  laborious 
inissioii,  iif  which  he  rendered  inestimable  service  to  the 
liritish  nation,  died  a.d.  660.§  Colman,a  native  of  the  county 
of  Mayo,  and  a  .iftember  of  the  Columbian  Order,  succeeded 
Finan  in  the  government  of  Lindisfarne.  This  prelate  had 
scarcely  arrived  in  Northumberland,  when  the  controversy 
relative  to  the  celebration  of  Easter,  was  renewed  and  carried 
on  with  greater  warmth  than  it  had  been  duringtho  incumbency 
of  his  predecessors.  The  question  was  discussed  in  a  synod 
held  in  the  nunnery  of  Strenaeslmlch  (Whitby)  and  at  which 
the  two  kings,  Oswin  and  Alchfrid  attended.  Colman  and 
the  Irish  clergy,  with  others,  argued  strongly  in  favour  of  the 
ancient  system ;  while  Agilbert,  bishop  of  the  Weet  Saxons, 
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Willi  tlie  |iriailii  Aftatlioii  and  Wilfriil  c<>nlon<l«<l  for  the  new 
c<iiii|>ulatii>n.  Al'tur  iiiany  principloa  had  been  iuIvbiicihI  oil 
Imth  iiidiM,  thu  kiii);  ducliired  in  favour  of  the  Koinaii  |iractlcv, 
ill  wliicli  hu  wa*  j(>liic<l  l>v  thu  (;rfut  majority  of  thr  iiMoinbly ; 
C7ohimii,  however,  would  not  conwnt  to  abandon  tho  Iriah 
■yateni,  ami  kooii  after  reRi^nuil  thu  K'u  of  Lindiifariio  (a.  d. 
(1)14^,  after  it  liail  been  governed  by  Irish  nrelates  fur  upwardit 
of  tiiirty  yean.*  On  hi*  dejiarturo  from  Lindiafarne,  Coliiian 
took  with  hiiH  all  the  Irinli  and  about  thirty  of  tho  EiiKli'li 
moiika,  and  aooii  after  erected  a  inoniutory  at  Iiininbottin,  a 
aniill  iaiitnd  in  the  ocean,  ofl'  the  barony  of  Moriak,  in  the 
county  of  Mayo.t  Ills  next  foundation  wM  at  Maqii-ko,  now 
Mayo,  whither  hu  removed  the  Knclish  moiika,  leuvinu  the 
Irish  muiobera  in  the  monaitlery  of  tlio  island.  The  estalJIish- 
inent  of  iMayo  was,  in  tho  tiiiio  of  llvde,  possesaod  by  Eiigliali 
nionkn;  and  lls»her  observea,  from  the  book  of  liallyinolo, 
that  in  Aduiuiiun'a  tiinc,alHiut  the  end  of  the  sevcntli  century, 
there  were  one  hundred  Saxon  or  English  aainta  in  this  monua- 
tery.  From  the  Uiiirlish  aettlement  in  that  place,  this  town 
had  been  called  Muiyli-iia  SaMon,  or  Mayo  of  the  English;  and 
in  conrie  of  lime  it  beeanio  very  conaiilerable,  and  the  aeo  of 
a  bishop.  Archdall,  Coljfan,  and  others  moat  strangely  assert, 
that  tliese  English  monks,  and  oven  Column  hinisolf,  had  been 
of  ihe  Uenodictino  Urder,  and  that  they  were  tho  firat  of  that 
body  who  had  settled  in  Ireland.  Had  thia  been  tho  fact, 
these  men  instead  of  being  o|i|)oneiils,  would  have  been  moat 
strenuous  advocates  fur  the  Roman  I'aschal  computation;  nor 
would  they  hiive  ailuptod  a  discipline  diHeront  from  that  of 
their  brethren  in  Italy,  France,  Britain,  and  other  countriea. 
Thu  truth  i«,  wherever  the  Irish  Paschal  ayatum  had  prevailed, 
there  were  no  Uenodictineii;  and,  in  abort,  Wilfrid,  the  Saxon 
priest,  Colman's  principal  antagonist  in  Northumberland, 
asaures  us,  that  hu  was  the  person  who  first  introduced  the 
onler  of  St.  Uoneilict  into  that  part  of  Hrituin.t  Viewing  thia 
subject  on  historical  grounds,  it  is  certain,  thai  the  moiikg  of 
Mayo  were  not  Ucnedictinoa ;  they  and  their  patron  Colman 
belonged  to  the  institute  of  St.  Columbkill,  which  at  that 
nuriod  was  the  most  learned  aa  well  aa  the  most  rigorous  order 
in  cither  Ihitaiii  or  Ireland.  Colman  died  on  tlie  Htli  of  August, 
and  in  the  year  C7(i.j 

All  our  ancient  writers  and  many  foreign  contemporaries 
bear  teatimony  to  the  high  character  which  the  Church  of 

•  H.-.Ir,  1.  .1,  c.  if-  ♦  I'alicr.  liid.  Chnin. 
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IreUml  lia<l,  at  tliia poiintl,  niaintainuil  thmughbut  the ClirUtinn 
world  Huch  wm  tlio  re|iiitiitii>n  in  which  oar  Iriih  oxUtliliiih- 
iiiviitii  hull  Imwii  IwIiI,  nut  only  for  mnctity  an<l  li'iiniinf{  lint, 
nioruovvr,  for  lim|iitulity  ami  nllcntion  to  ■tniiiKcri.  that 
Hcdn  fluuri'ii  ii«,  "  Muny  nolilva  ami  otluTii  of  tht  I'milith 
vtiHoH  were  living  in  In-land,  uhithvr  tlu-y  had  r»|i:ilrcd, 
fithir  tiiciiltivuto  tlivaacriHl  iitudit'a,or  to  Icml  alifuof  greater 
■trictncaa.  S'>niu  of  tliuni  noon  boi^aniu  monka,  otiicra  were 
IwttiT  pluiiKi-d  to  npl'ly  to  ri'ndin);  and  atmly,  Roin^  al>ont 
from  acliool  to  acliool  throo<!li  thu  culls  of  the  maatt-ra;  and 
nil  of  thorn  woro  moat  cheerfully  received  by  the  Irish,  who 
iin|>|ilivd  llii'Mi  ijriUii  witlr^mid  hooka  and  inatruction."* 

Several  >>|iia('<i|uil  aeea  had  lieen  ci<talili»hcd  at  thia  period  ;t 
dioccajin  regnlatiiina  were  formed  for  the  advancement  of 
diacipline;  tiie  labour*  of  the  cicrjjy,  living,  lu  they  wore,  i>n 
the  ^ratuituu.i  bounty  of  the  |H>o|ile,  excited  ccneral  admira- 
tion ;  while  the  morality  of  their  lloika  called  forth  the  eulogy 
of  foreiijn  wrilcra,  and  our  forefuthers  of  the  leventh  centJiry 
were  hi'lil  up  bv  continental  leacheraaa  the  nicHlelanf  Christian 
perfectiini.  I'W  rcligiona  retreiita  of  the  kingdom  supjiliorl 
the  Iriah  Church  with  an  nbundanco  of  valuable  |>a8tors,  and 
Kent  forth  a  boat  oF  mi^aliinarica  to  the  moat  remote  qunrlcra 
of  Kuro|>ui  among  these,  St.  (Jail,  .St.  Kuniey,  nn<l  St. 
Kilian  miiy  be  aelected — nu'U  of  n|Miatolical  aanctity,  whoso 
menuirv  is  to  this  day  annually  venerated  in  foreign  conntriea, 
anit 'atanda  rcrordeil  with  .diatingulahed  marks  of  veneration 
oti  the  pngea  of  church  martyrology. 

.St.  <i*i.i.,  or  (inllua,  was  one  of  the  princiiml  iliaciplea  who 
had  nccinn|>nnicd  St.  Colnmluinuson  his  niiaamn  from  Ireland. 
It   will  be  recollected  that  Colnnibunua  had  remove<l   from 


llregeniz  to  Milan,  in  )il:!,  after  having  entrusted  his  liivouritu 
c(ini[»inion,  (Jallua,  with  thu  care  of  the  infant  congregations 
which  had   been   formeil   in  that  hitherto  benighted  district. 


'  Animated  with  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  this  cmintry,  (lallus 
soon  after  penetrated  through  the  deserts  with  which  it 
abounded,  and  having  reached  the  banks  of  the  river  Stinace. 
lie  cret^ted  a  monastery,  Qn  the  site  where  now  stanils  the 
town  an>l  abbey  of  Gall  (  The  fume  of  his  sanctity  soon 
spread  through  the  surrounding  country,  while  the  Almighty 
was  pleased  to  c(mfirm  the  doctrine  of  his  servant  by  number- 
leas  miracles.     At  that  time  the  see  of  Constance  happened 

*  1^  3.  c.  27.  Hence  AMhelm.  in  hia  letter  to  Eftdfrid.  biihop  oC  Lindia- 
faruo.  writes :  "  ililMrnift  quo  catcn'Stim  iottlinc  lectorae  clMuhlia  advecti 
oiinHiiunl."-  E|.  Hili.  Syll. 
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to  \m  vncniil,  nnil  tlir  prolatet  uml  clergy  liavliia  UAunibliHl 
t<>  I'K-ot  n  bjtli(i|>,  Oalliis  waii  invituil  l>y  ilio  Duko  Uiinto  tn 
Ullfiiil  tliu  mrvtiiiff.  Aa  wion  an  tli»  Aiiint  lind  entered  llis 
■Mviiilily,  llie  clerfjy  iirme,  «nil  (M«tiii>{  llieir  eyv*  on  tlie 
miuioner,  ileclurcil  willi  one  voii-o  lliiit  liu  «««  llio  |>eniiiii  l)e«t 
flttiid  fur  timt  I'Milled  •ilimlioii*  'I'liit  diikc  liimavlf,  in  tlio 
tnonntinie,  tliim  mlilri'Mi'd  CJiilIiu;  "Do  ymi  lioiir  wliut  tliey 
»iiy  of  yoii?"  "I  winli,"  replk^il  the  miint,  "^tlml  wliut  tlioy 
liiivo  siiiil  IiikI  liecn  tliu  fuel;  but  they  dii  not  know  tbflt  the 
rnnonit  will  not,  iiiileM  in  aoniit  very  ur;;eiit  eiuu,  allow  |icr- 
aona  to  Ih>  nnluinvil  liiiilio|«  of  dialricta  of  which  they  are  not 
nutivea.  I  hnvu  ii  iliiicon  nnniod  John,  a  nntive  of  tliia  coun- 
try, to  whom  everylliinn  that  lins  been  ntuted  ofr  mu  may  bo 
juatly  uj>|>lied;  nnd  na  I  think  him  electei)  by  the  Divine  judg- 
ment, I  |irii]Mme  biiM  to  yo"  "a  yonr  bi»f»ni."  John,  who 
wna  Jk>iIi  II  h'lirneil  iiml'ii  holy  ">an,  hiivm);  been  innilo 
iiC(|uuiMteil  with  the  pmceeilinKa  of  the  nasvnibly,  concealed 
hiniaeir  in  the  church  of  St.  Stephen,  without  the  town,  llo 
waa  HiHin  diacoveriMl,  nnd  lH'in<;  brou^ilit  into  the  preaence  of 
.  tile  clerfiy,  wna,  on  the  recomniendiition  o(  (iiillus,  elected  and 
coniei'i'uled  bixhop  of  Conatuncc.  On  this  occuaion  Onllua, 
in  coniplinnce  with  ihu  wiahea  of  the  nieetiu);,  delivered  ii 
diaeourae,  which  liu.i  luen  publialied  by  Omiaina,  and  nfter- 
wurda  by  MuaKin)>huni.  It  treiited  |)arliculiirly  on  church 
government;  conbiiiiiii);  nu  iibridj{ed  hiatory  of  reli){ion  from 
the  fall  of  Ailairi  ibiwn  to  the  daya  of  the  A|ioatle9,  intermixuil 
with  niorul  and  doctrinal  obrtervatjona. 

The  abbev  of  l.nxieu,  of  which  St  Oolunihnnua  waa  tho 
founder,  hini  at  thia  lime  uci|uired  a  t  ery  dMin);uiahed  rank 
in  the  relij^ioua  world.  Ita  nblioi,  tho  learned  Euataaiua,  wna 
dead,  while  (lie  niembera  of  the  community  determined  on 
elecliufl  (iaIluH  aa  lii.i  succeaaor.  A  deputation,  accordingly, 
waite<l  on  the  aaint,  but  hia  atiawer  waa :  "  That  havin);  aban- 
doned Ilia  relati\(^a  nnd  hia  nati%'e  country,  nnd  choacn  a  soli- 
tude for  Ilia  dwelling;  place,  ho  cimld  not  tliink  of  bein^r  niiaed 
to  any  rank  which  uii;;ht  involve  him  in  the  carea  of  this 
world. "t  St.  Oallua  waa  an  aaaiduoua  preacher  of  the  (ios|iel, 
nnd  h'aa  left  behind  him  some  aermima  nnd  vnrioua  tracta  on 
the  Scriptures  and  on  myatical  theolopy.  Hia  I'aalterhiLa  been 
much  esteemed,  ami  wut  translated  into  (iermnn  by  Notkor 
Iliilbulii'<,  in  the  reijrn  of  Arnulph.  The  Inbgura  and  miracles 
of  thia  saint  were  audi,  that  be  ia  to  tliis  dny  atyfed  tho 
a|Mmtle  of  the  Alumnnui,  or  Suevi.     St.  Uiiilus  died  in  tho 
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OStli  year  of  bh  (go,  nii'l   mi   tli«   lUlli   of   Octolier,  ad. 

Almut  thia  period  St.  FuRHKr  wu  oni|ilnra<l  in  forininf;  « 
new  ami  cxtpiitivo  iiiimion  nt  I<agny,  and  ainng  tlin  north- 
WMtcrn  count  of  (Jaul.  Fiinoy  wm  dcu-i-iidnd  Iriiin  the 
kini^  uf  noiitli  Nfnnitor,  nnd  r>«c«ived  hiii  education  In  the 
iiliind  of  Inii«|uin,  in  tlie  county  of  (htlway.  Rntliinat,  near 
Lou^li  Corrili,  in  tlic  now  drancry  of  Annadown,  wiw  Ida  flrat 
Mtidjliahinont.  ConarioiiK  that  his  khouni  mi;;ht  Ih;  mom  ncciii- 
•ary  elaowliero,  ho  withdrew  to  llrilain,  briii)«ini{  with  him 
Kiime  rplif^iouK  men,  nnionR  whom  were  hia  brothcni  Foillan 
ami  Ullan.  The  aaint  liavinR  been  kindly  rccoivL'd  by  Sig- 
b<'ret,  kinK  of  the  Kaat  AnffUm,  erpoted  a  nioniiHtpry  near 
Ilurfjh  ('natle,  in  Suflblk,  in  the  heart  of  »  forent,  and  ailjoknn); 
the  ucean.f  He  looked  niton  thia  retreat  na  the  moat  fittifl  for 
II  ciinteinpliUivo  life;  nnd  linvin^  been  aiirrouiideil,  iit  the  time, 
with  a  |Hi|iiilntion  pnwily  ij^nornnt,  nnd  partly  unconvcrleil, 
Ilia  luliouni,  it  ia  aiiid,  wen^  extraordinary  nnd  moat  aiicceasful. 
Ily  Ilia  couiiacl,  SigUtrut,  after  having  reaigned  the  aeeptre  to 
bin  kiiiainan  Eyrie,  retired  fmui  the  worlil,  and  embraced  the 
inonaatic  alate.  Penda,  king  of  the  Merciana,  conceiving  thia  a 
convenient  op|iortunity  for  enlarging  hia  doiiiinlon,  took  the 
field,  and  appeared  at  tlio  head  of  a  conaldcmble  nrniy.  While 
the  afliiira  of  Eyrii;  were  pinceil  in  thia  critical  poature,  Sig- 
beret  waa  prevailed  ujmn  by  hia  formir  aubjectato  come  forth 
from  hia  favourite  aolitiide  nnd  uliiinale  them  in  the  conflict. 
The  pioiia  king  complied  with  their  uialiea:  he  nmicared  in  the 
niidat  of  thf  engagement  with  only  a  wand  in  hia  hand,  when 
victory  declared  in  favour  of  the  Merciana,  oiid  Sigberet,  with 
hia  relative,  remained  anioiigat  the  niimlier  of  the  aiain.  Soon 
aller  thia  unfavourable  event,  Kuraey,  wiahiiig  to  lend  a  more 
retired  life,  gave  up  the  care  of  the  inonnatery  to  hia  brother 
Koilinn,  and  withdrew  to  France.  On  hia  wny  through  Pon- 
thieii,  nnd  ut  a  place  called  Mazeroclea,  ho  r.ii.s<-d  the  aim  of 
the  duke  of  llnymon  to  life;  and  pursuing  hia  jnurney,  was 
well  received  by  t'lovia  II,  king  of  Neiiatria  and  Hurgundy  J 
Thia  prince,  ailmiriiig  the  aaiictity  of  our  iniaaimmriea,  and 
deairoua  that  Furaey  ahoiild  aettle  in  hia  doininioiia,  naaigned 
him  aonie  land  at  Laliniacum  (Ijigny),  near  the  Mnrno,  about 
aix  lenguea  from  Paris,  where  lie  erected  a  monaatory,  in  the 
year  (Ul,  Hero  the  laboura  of  thia  great  man  were  required 
and  appreciated ;  while  hia  eatabliahment  at  Ijngiiy  continued 
for  centuriea  an  oaylum  for  the  oppreaaed,  and  the  fruitful 
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niirorry  vf  nchnlnn  mid  miintn  Rt  Kiirsny  dihil  iit  Macnriiia,  nn 
tlin  Dith  of  Juniinrv,  a.d.  U'>0;  but  liia  rrniniiiii  wrro  ■flvr- 
warilii  tmnnliili-il  to  IVronnc,  in  Hearilv,  nn>l  iiitorreil  on  tlio 
I'Ut  siilo  of  tilt)  liigli  nltar.  The  I'lttvr  Annnln,  Mi«l)illon, 
Di'tinmy.  mil  other  iiiithorUio*  atiitP.  tlint  St.  h'uracy  wan  » 
binliop,  «Ulinii);li  m-ilher  I)<hIu  nor  tli«  Acti  );ivu  liini  tliia  titlo. 
Anion);  tliiiM  of  liin  (liM'i|ili>«  who  werii  nalivcaof  Irrlnnil,  ami 
whiMu  K'rvicOT  iini  to  thii  day  ri-cnrili'd  in  viiriona  |airt«  of  tho 
i-ontiniMit,  nmv  'x;  mi'ntioneil  Khxiniua,  AdiilKinua,  MulK»il, 
l^ii'lan,  Moni1>ulu«,  Kreile^nnd,  nlilHilii;  l<<>rtnlii,  luHhop  of 
Miioinin,  in  the  territory  of  Ijifge,  itnd  Ktto,  hi>ho|i  ami 
aiHMtlc  of  tho  Avi-rni'a.'  , 

Thu  niiniu  of  St  KTiatw,  tho  illniilrintiii  npoatle  of  Knin- 
cnina,  ntniicla  liiKh  in  tho  mnrtyruhiftii'a  of  ihoao  time*.  Thia 
aiiint  havinj;  hi'cn  niiipd  to  tho  vpiacopiicy  of  Irclnnd,  Ilia 
native  cHMintry,  wiijidrow  nhoiit  tho  year  118(1  lo  tin-  mnli- 
ncnl,  n>'>'onip:inii'd  liy  n  iiiinilu'r  of  iniuinniiriea,  niiionj;  whom 
woru  (7oliini:in,  a  prii'^t,  nnd  Tolnnn,  ii  dcncoii.t  Anions  ihu 
inhaliilnnla  of  \\  iirtzhnrir,  in  Knincnniit,  |>a);nni»ni  had  alillf 
pri'viiih'd;  tliithiT,  therefore,  Kiliiiii  proceeded,  linviiij;  Hriit 
obtained  the  sanction  of  Conon,  who  then  pro«ideil  in  the 
Apiiatolic  See.  Hy  the  prenchiiiR  and  powerful  evainple  of  thia 
^reat  niun,  the  truiha  of  tho  OoHjMd  nuule  an  iiiimzinK  iirojfri'aa 
ihroufjhout  tlic  extensive  territory  of  Kranconin.  Oo/.bert,  thu 
ruliii);  prince,  einbruecd  llie  Christi:in  liiitli;  while  the  lubourH 
of  our  ini««ioiiiiries  becnine  every  day  more  suercusfui.  'I'liu 
iimrrinKe  of  this  prinro  with  (ieilann,  tho  uifu  of  Ida  brother, 
had,  after  some  time,  called  forth  the  ndnmniliuns  of  Kilinii ; 
ho  li»d  ruprcsentvil  to  the  prince  the  impropriety  of  ancli  n 
'  connexion,  an>l  tho  rcmoviil  of  (K'ilniui  was  accor(lin},'lv 
a^rrrcd  to  l>y  (iozliert.  This  cireiinislance,  however,  termi- 
nated in  the  niarlyrd<mi  of  Kiliaii.  (icilana  lmvinf>  liocn 
nmile  «c(]uniiited  with  tho  intcniiims  of  the  prince,  procurod 
two  assassins,  who  entered  the  church  at  nij;lit,  while  Kilian, 
with  his  commniims  C'olonian  and  'X'otnan,  hiid  been  sinftinj; 
the  di»ine  idHce4  They  cheerfully  subinitlcd  to  tho  will  of 
llciiven,  und  suH'ered  (m  the  Hih"  of  .liilv,  A.I),  0811.  Their 
reiunins  were  interred  in  the  church  of  W'lirt/.burg,  where  St. 
Kiliaii  is  revered  ns  its  apostle  and  |ialron. 

The  catnlo^iic  of  niir  Irish  saints  who,  in  the  seventh  cen- 
turyr  became  the  lif.;lits  nnd  a|iostles  of  distant  cmintrica,  is 
such,  that  volumes  woulil  be  required  to  comprise  their 
biograpliy.     St.  Kiachre,  after  having  tixcd  his  residence  in 
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the  wil<l«  of  Droiiil,  in  Oniil,  pronclicl  tlin  (I<i!i|h!|  to  tlm  iinciil- 
tivatuH  trilx!*  of  that  vii»t  tprritiiry.  and  eiinvortud  miiltitudui; 
St.  Miildiif,  frnin  whom  Malnivslmrv,  in  Kiigliiii<l,  Imi  Inn-n 
nainod,  intriHliiced  lilorutnri'  into  that  plnfo;  St.  Liviii  vun- 
vcrtcd  the  |>a);an  inlinhitanlH  of  Flundvni  and  ItnilKint;  St. 
Vnlj^nriim  prifii.'hud  to  thu  Murlni.  8t».  Caidoc  and  Kricon.to 
the  |ii'(i|ihi  of  I'onthiiMi;  St.  Trcman,  with  hiii  uoni|iaMioni 
Gibriani,  lliduin,  and  IVtram,  annonnccd  ihit  (ionpul  at 
Ilhcinii,  and  iUon({  tho  district  of  Chnhmii-iiur-Alarni';  St. 
C'ntulilun  won  vononitcd  ut  Tarpntuin;  St.  Donatun  at  NnpK'a;* 
whiliit  tho  iini'couoi^  uf  St.  Ciiliimlinntis,  and  a  htmt  of  otiieni, 
•prvad  tho  Ooupcl  throu;;h  the  trackless  r<'ci>»«c'«  of  the  Al(w, 
and  p<'ni'tr»lint{  to  tho  north,  made  the  nionntainit  and  foroitii 
uf  Ovrninny  ami  Scandinavia  resound  with  thu  glad  tiding"  of 
rodcinption, 

Mimnwhih-  tho  chnrrh  of  Irphin<l  shone  fiirlh  with  now  ami 
incronsod  hiAtro;  and  tho  mmctiiy  of  her  eoilcsiaslics,  holh  on 
the  niiAHion  and  in  tho  chiistor,  fullr  illustrated  thu  oxcollenco 
o(  tliosu  Instllntioni,  which  from  the  ilays  of  her  npotllo  alio 
hud  an  nnlcnlii'  ohcrishod.  At  tho  clone  of  the  seventh  cen- 
tnry,  and  durin)r  the  innumhenev  of  tho  primate  Flan  Febhia, 
a  national  synod  wns  convened,  fi>r  the  purpose  of  effecting  tho 
final  settlement  of  the  I'lischal  (|iit'Stion,  and  of  mukin;{  other 
it-cle.siustical  arninRements.t  Amonj;  the  fiithers  who  coni- 
(Hised  this  synod,  we  find  St.  Aidus  or  Aedh,hi»hop  of  Sletty; 
Col^B,  uhhot  of  Lusk;  Killen,  alihot  of  Salgar;  St.  Massiu'ni, 
foumler  and  abtiot  of  Te};li-Sacra,  now  Sa^l^ard,  in  the  county 
of  Dublin,  ami  St.  Mochonna,  who  suhscriUed  the  acts  of  the 
aynod  uniler  tho  title  of  Aiilitlei  Duremit. 

The  arts  of  this  synod  have  juirtly  (K'riahed  ami<l  the  atorms 
of  aucceding  ajjes;  however,  many  of  ita  canons  «ro  extant, 
and  may  sene  to  illustrate  the  usages  as  well  as  the  religions 
spirit  which  had  so  (jonerully  prevailed  in  thonc  ancient  times,} 
Of  llieso  canons  there  are  some  which  refer  immediately  to 
tho  i>riestlii>od ;  others  have  a  reference  to  the  sanctuary,  anil 
to  the  rosiH-ct  which,  by  every  right,  must  belong  to  tho 
material  temple  of  tho  Must  High.  I'ho  manner  in  which  tho 
cpiscoiiol  election  had  been  conducted  in  the  ancient  church 
of  Ireland  is  thua  described :  "  Tho  bishop  is  to  bo  ordained 
with  tho  coiiient  of  the  clergy,  and  of  the  laity,  and  of  tho 
bishops  of  the  whole  province,  but  es))ecially  of  the  metro- 
|Hilitun,   either  by  his  epistle,  or  by  liis  authority,   or   his 

•  Acta  IV.lliiiiil  cti.  +  Tr.  Tli.  i>.  2IS. 
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rronomt'  "'  Tlw  iiuxl  I'liniiii  |>rci<Tilivs  tlin  a^i'  re(|iiln'il  in 
ri>l»iiil,  lit  tliia  Hiirly  |H'riii(l,  for  lliii  rt'ci'|itiiin  „f  (liu  ililliiruiu 
orUtTK :  "  A  iierwin  attarhud  to  tliu  mitoiI  iiiiiiiilry  rrmn  Iiih 
yuulli,  iiiiiHt  rfiiiuin  a  Ivotiir  or  an  exiirriat  until  tliti  twcntivtli 
ji-ar  ofliiii  agif,  »  •iihiluuoDn,  four  yuiim ;  n  ilcafon,  (ivm  at 
tliirty  III'  Mi.iy  Ih)  nnluini-i)  u  prii'iit,  tliiit  Immiik  tin-  »«■>  «t  whicli 
<;liri«t  lii'Kiin  t'>  |irriu'lij  and  ut  lliiity,  forty,  or  fifty,  n 
liii<liu|i  "t  AKai<<>  "  Hlioiild  it  bu  ilui'iiiud  nuouMiiry,  ut  any 
liiiii',  to  |iroiiioto  a  layman  conniiloralily  advanoud  in  yvum  to 
till'  i'|iiiico|wicy,  liu  mint  bo  two  yoiir«  a  (ootor,  livu  yenrt  a  Kub- 
iloucon,  and  iiftiT  tiviilvo  ytiini  n  priiiii,  he  iimy  ri'Cuivo  I'piii- 
ciiiml  iirdination  "t  Aoi'iirdiiiK  to  tlio  ti'iitb  I'uiiiin,  it  bocnnio 
iinlnwrul  for  n  biii|ii>|i  to  a|i|)<>int  liia  mincwor :  "No  biiliop 
aliall,  during;  lii»  lifu,  eonatituto  liia  lucrcsHor;  but  tiUvr  bia 
duHtb,  K'l  n  di'»i'rviii/{  man  bu  idocli"!  by  llii'  |iid|i«'r  iH.>noiiH."§ 
HuforK  untrTiiiK  on  the  cnnona  wliifh  ri-t'ur  to  aiiii|ili<  nriosta, 
thj  aynnd,  by  way  of  |iiil'uif,  i|fi:rwd :  "'I'll,.  C'liurili  now 
iilliTi  till)  aiicritii'f  ill  many  inaniuTH  (for  niiiiiy  ivuaoiiH),  lirat, 
for  bfraidf;  ai'i-oiidly,  fur  ii  roiniiifiiioratioii  of  Joans  Cliriiit, 
who  Miiil,  'Do  tbia  for  n  cuiiiinoinoralion  of  mu;'  tliinllv, 
for  lliL>  aoiila  of  lliu  fiiitbfnl  di'iKirtod  "||  To  arcnro  tlin  ron- 
alant  ri'iiidcm^c  of  tli«  elerfry,  tlio  aynod  in  tlic  next  canon 
decri'fd:  "Tliiil  a  iirioat  iikiv  1k!  absi-iit  but  oiiu  day  from  liii 
I'liiircli;  but  nlioiild  li><  bu  iiImi'iU  for  tno  diiya,  liv  must  do 
pt'nancu  for  8<>iun,  on  bread  and  water.  In  like  manner, 
thonid  lie  Ih)  absent  one  Sunday  from  tbu  cliuieli,  liv  iiiU!<t 
do  |ieiianee  for  twenty  day*  on  bread  and  water;  but  if 
•laiunt  for  two  Siindaya,  lio  ia  to  bo  removed  from  the  dig- 
nity of  Ilia  ^lutiou."5     By  tbe  next  cunoii,  "  pricats  are  not 

•  HyntxlJi/tlrcrevit,  emu  coii'oiiHii  I'lmooruni,  ut  l<aii'i>rmn,  ct  tiiliiui  |>ri»- 
rinRitt'  K|>iy-<>|M.niiii.  iii.iiium|iii' Mftn>iM»liUiu,  vvl  ejiintil:!,  vel  atiftufitAtt., 
vt^t  {>nt'H,'inia  urdiiti-tiir  K|ii<M'i)]iti8. 

t  "  yjirr  vent  all  iiifnittin  lu-vlt-diMttuu  Milii»t«riiit  ilvtiitiu  ilh'iui*  ail  vigeRi'-' 
mum  tt'lftitia  aiiiv  atiniiin,  l>ei-ti>r,  ttive  Kx'iruiata  utet  ;  •SuInIiik'oiiur  i|u:ttuur 
aiiDM  y  lliotiiuiuii  i|iniii)uo  ;  rrt-al,ytt-r  tri^•'I<im<»  flliciAtur  ,|uia  iu  i>a  a't*te 
ChniMiH  jtmslK-art)  oriiu,  e»t :  K|)i(tc<'l>u«  vcl  tn)(uiiuik>,  vul  i|uil<lraK^Mim<i,  vvl 
quiu^iiif^oHimii." 

tf'  Ml  viTii  ^rRiitlin  n-tntu  ait  laiciu  et  lu-onw)  Hit  ui  lC)>iaco]>iia  Hjit:  liieuiii., 
ait  l.o«t<>r  :  •iiitii«|n(?  HultJiiWonua  ;  -|MMt  duotlouiiii  nniiiM  l'ri'«lryUT,  MpiMupiiM 
Nulirouittiir." 

I  "  Nulliia  K|tiiM't>iiiM  ■iKHjiMHorvin  III  vita  ana  faciat,  mmI  ^timl  uKiium  cjua 
Iniui  iMmuiii  <-ii^iuit- 

1t  "  Niinu  tVuli'Hla  multia  iitxtlw  ufturt  bi<min'i :  |inmM,  jirt,  ii4.-i|MiA  :  Nicuniln, 
imi  (!4»initiviii<iriiti>iite  'liwu  t-'tin»lt,  ,iui  tlixit ;  lliw  [luiUt  in  inuaiii  i'ljiiiuiMuu- 
nituuiciii  ;  t«>rtiii,  |tr'>  ttiiimal'UH  tjcmnctnruiu." 

*  Hiuvnli*  mill  tautiuii  illc  ali  f^-Tluaia  iWfuent  ;  ai  iliial'u^,  |Keniti>at 
Nti{>t4-iii  ili«lkiM  mm)  )initi,'  i>t  ai|na.  lU-'iii,  hi  ikm  IXuiiiiiivii  nli  i^cIi^hia  (lefiii-nt, 
atjat  {kt'iiiU'titiaiii  xa  <ln  riiiii  l-uiii  )iaii(>  i-t  uijiia  :  hi  vvni  Uiiiilfua,  aulmioviMiiliia 
buiMirv  gradun  nm. 

I         V 
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iilliiwml  to  oniiaiclHr  ilminlioni  which  nns  ofTereil  tidier  with 
Ihi'  I  hurrh  or  m'|i,irtitt>ly,  «•  their  own  |>ro|>«rty,  hut  rnthrr  n» 
UriiiiU  npiiiTtaiiiiiiK  to  lli«  Chiiri'h."*  Ily  miuthcr,  "  Thu 
priiiKt  I'Hiinoi  ri<<'i>ive  the  ohlHtioiiit  of  n  piililir  siiiiii'rf  iiiid 
Mjjiiiii,  the  Synod  iUM-r»«:  "Thut  llii>  prlvnt  ahnll  givi'  to  iltu 
<'hiirL-h  whiitcvor  »ii|«T(luili««  h«  nmy  |Hi»p(c»»."t  Accoriling 
to  u  •iiliH'i|iit'iit  I'liiion,  "  Any  •'icli'^lmtic  who  ahould  hu 
pri'M'nt  ut  ihi'  iiiililic  Kuini'H,  wiin  liahle  to  di'^nkilution ;  and 
•hould  iin  I'cc'Umaiilic  bu  killvd  in  hiiltlu  or  in  uny  i|Uiirr(-lHonii> 
enKiiKi'""'"*!  ''"  ■*  ""'  '<>  recvivv  the  hcnvHt  o(  tfiu  lucrliicu,  or 
tliu  jirusurii  ul' thi>  ('hnrch.'t  In  concUition :  "  KccIeKiuties 
lilt'  to  00  rovoront'cd,  they  \>v\»k  ihi'  juntorn  of  thu  fuithful, 
Hiid  ihii  nervnntii  of  iho  ^Ti'iit  Jiiil|;i'.'  That  dnu  ruverenco 
lie,  ill  liki)  niiiniii'r,  shown  to  iDiiM'irali'd  phicea,  the  Synod 
him  dui'hircd;  "  VVhorcvcr  you  shull  liiid  the  (.ij^n  of  thu  Crow 
of  ('hriHt,  do  no  injury  there .'§  And  liy  un  cxpreM  mnon, 
"  All  thieveH  Hn>l  rohhers  are  to  lio  eiiHt  out  of  tlio  Church. '!| 
Tho  eoiineenitud  area  in  (inully  di:elared  to  liavo  been  marked 
by  three  dl:itiiict  bounilarien;  the  iimt  iHiundary  wui  thut  by 
which  luviiien  entered;  the  lu'eoiid  wax  allotted  for  feiiiiilra; 
the  third  for  eccUwiastiin.  The  lirtt  wan  called  sucred,  tho 
■econd  nioro  sacred,  and  the  third  iiinsi  iiacred. 

Soon  after  the  Synoil  of  Klaii  Fiblilu,  the  learned  Adam- 
nan,  aldiot  of  Ily,  arrived  in  Ireland,  on  a  vinilation  of  tho 
iiionuHtei'ies  Kuhject  to  his  jiirisilietion.^  During  this  visita- 
tation,  Adaninun  became  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the 
I'iucIihI  system,  which  had  been  ali'ea<ly  observeil  ill  the  soutli, 
and  huviii);  decided  in  its  favour  and  ^iveii  it  his  sanction,  it 
became,  in  the  ei};htli  century,  the  rule  universally  received 
and  invariably  iirnctised  in  the  several  ili»tricls  of  the  north 
and  west, Mild  nlliinately  throughout  all  Ireland. 

*  NstienlotiM,  qtiiUuH  sh  uliw  ftlii)iii,l  Dive  cum  I'Vcloaia  live  io(|U)-itratiiu 
(limatar,  uim  ({iiiui  nuiiiii  propriiiui,  itetl  ijuiui  iliniiHtiiiui  (xcltMio,  ci>ui)>ut*- 
bmtt 

t  Sart'nti«,  ntiiliH  i|itiMl  iiti^rlliiuia  lml«'t.  iK-t  lu  l<A<ulcflia. 

I  yin,-iiiii)|iu'  I'k'rictid  in  U'llo  nut  in  rixit  lU'irtnUN  fuertt,  neqiie  uhUtiiino, 
ntj^tue  i<rHtit,ui#  |H'i*tuU'lur  {irti  cii,  «.il  iu  luiiiiuR  iucitUt  Jutliotii  i  ic|)uUurB  iwtt 
linvt'tur. 

If,  I'liii'uliuiUK  invtincritiM  Hi^uuiu  rruuiH  L'briMtt,  nn  Iniwritia. 

il  Furw*  vt  Intntui'',  tt  miitoretdu  Kt-vliwi'i  fjimuaili  mat 

^  UMliur.  Iiiil.  t'liroii.    Hm,  caut.  viii  chii\>-  i. 
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CIIAI'TEK     II 


Hiirv4«M(ir«  t>l  Hi.    I'slni-k-   l:iiiM<>»t<ftl  N<>  ■— lluligioiu  I'ounUllonH  i>l  tU« 
Htiventlt  tVutury. 

Hkmacii,  nrcliliUhnp  n(  ArmaKh,  wu  incveolml,  in  610,  by 
M*v  I.AIHNX.  Acciirilin);  to  Olpiii,  lliiii  pri>liit«  wan  innri) 
|>r»|>i'rlv  iiJiiiiuil  'rKiiKKNiN,  iinil  hi'  i»  mM  tii  liavs  lii'lil  n  cor- 
rt'>|iiiii<i>'iii'a  willi  l.iiiirciU'K  of  (,':iiiU'rl>ury  mi  tlic  I'liarhiil 
i|ili>ntioii:  hill  niicivHiior  wii*  TiioMIA!),  *n  itiX  'riminiiiii 
will  uC  iiiilili'  liirth,  <li«tiii);ui>ihi>(l  for  iliiu'i|illMu  uml  iimiI,  iiikI 
»  Kri'iit  eiioimriim'r  of  li'iirniM)^  The  ocliv"  pirt  which  h« 
hiiil  liikiHi  ill  ihf  I'll*  hill  rontniviTMy  hii»  Ihhmi  nlrnnlv 
notifi'il;  and  in  thi'  h'lti-r  wrilii'ii  liy  ihc  Itcuiiiiii  rh-rjiv  on 
that  luhji'i't,  in  OKI,  iiimI  a<lilr(>imi<i|  lotho  liith  pri'liiti-*,  priiiil', 
and  ablxitu,  ihi'  imino  of  'rhimiiiin  ii4iinclii  fiint  on  ihi'  lint.  Ho 
(lii'il  A. II.  mil,  anil  wa»  mnTi'i'ilcij  hy  Skokm.  Of  thin  iiri'lutir 
w«  HikI  vitv  lilth'  riTonlcd  :  liin  iiii-iiinlicni'V  I'oiitinutMl  unlil 
OhK,  in  whlrh  yi-iir  hi-  ilied  at  Ariiin);h;  an(f  huil  for  iiin  nuc- 
i-i'umir  Ki.AN  I'KUMi.A.  I'liiliT  thin  |irlmiitf  thi>  ■yniul  alriinily 
nii'nlinnt'il  took  jilarv;  ami  afiiT  haviiif;  mivcrni'il  thu  iiirtro- 

[Kilitan for  twirnty  scvrn  yciii-<,  wiih  jiri'iii  «ilvantat;i'  to 

roji^iiiii,  liu  iliiMJ  on  ilii'  ■2ltli  of  April.  A  ii   7I.S.* 

Wo  now  proiVecl  to  nive  a  lirici   hisioiii'iil  iiutlino  of  tho 
rpincopal  iii'OA  i'«tiil)li»heii  iliirinj;  tlii'  Bpventh  runtury. 

TiiK  HKK  or  Kkhnh  wiik  fiiiiiiiU'd  liy  St  Aiilan,  or  Mnidoc, 
nlniut  the  year  tim.  Aiiluii  waii  of  an  llliiHtrioiii  fanillr  in 
Connau);lit,  hin  father,  l.i>tiia,  havi'U'  bcin  ileaoemli'il  I'roni . 
Brian,  prini-i'  of  tho  lly-llniiil**i^ln  Ilrclliiv,  ami  hia 
■iiothrr,  fiimi  the  lii^li  iiml  niiiiiMit  rare  of  Auli  t  Wlivn  » 
voulh,  Aiilan  wan  one  of  tho  liii^ta(;('ii  wlioni  ihu  pimple  ol' 
ilit'H'iiy  liuil  biTii  oliliyi'il  to  jtive  to  Aniiiiruciis,  kiii)i  of 
Irvhiml;  uml  aoiiii>  timv  altir  lii.i  liln'iiiiidii,  lie  nitlulnn'  from 
hia  iiullvi'  I'oiinlry,  ami  ri'tlrcil  to  tho  ii-talilishmint  of  Kt. 
David,  at  ,Mi'ne\in,  in  Walfii.  Iloro  liia  u.Ntraordiiiary  winctily 
soon  rendered  him  eelubratwl.  About  the  yc.ir  Sh;)  Aidaii 
de|>arte<l  from  Meiievia,  and  havin<;  landed  in  the  now  eoiinly 
of  Wexford,  lie  ereetud  a  uhureh,  at  u  place  ealled  AnlUthiaii, 
in  the  soiitherii  part  of  tli.it  eonnty.  Ili.i  iie.\t  entalilishitient 
wan  at  ('loiieiiiore,  in  tip-  banmy  of  Hantiy;  niid  haviii;;  bi'en 
biM  in  ^;reat  revereiieo  by  IliandiiWi,  kinjfof  Leiinier,  that 

» 
*  Wuf,  UulMiL  t  AA.  HS.  I,  'iia 


I  l<t  itmMUinc«i.  Ninoiir  i»  i«tuiii>. 

(iriiii'u  unni^iii'il  liiiii  »  >lti>,  "11  whii'li  hi'  urft'lvtl  lii»  c«lvl>rnlril 
iiiiiiin«ti'i'v  III  Kuriia,  bIhiiiI  IIiii  yi'itr  li<NK  At  tliu  rri|iii"ir  of 
llrHiiiliiliii,  n  iiiiiin'riiiit  [lynrHl  wii»  hihhi  iiflur  convi'iii'tl,  in 
which  it  wiK  iliMi-.'id  thai   Kiriin  nhiiiilil  Ihmihiii'  iiii  i-|iii«P(i|iiil 

M'li,  mill  Iv ri'iivi'i,  miaril  In  thu  ili^iiilvof  iiri'hhliihii|>n('  nf 

l.«iiiit»r  Oh  ihin  ucniiiiMii  Ai>hi>i  w  ih  I'lHiuicnitvil  im  flrAl 
lii>hii|>.*  I'H^hi'r  ri'iiiiirki  that  h\  Ihin  iliircu  ihn  nrrhii'|ilHi'ii- 
pntu  iif  l^'iiiittir  liiiil  hi'i'ii  ri'inovi'il  friiiri  HIdHv,  liiit  wim 
nftorwiinlH  InimifiTri-il  frnm  I'liii"  in  Kil'liiri> t  It  i«.  'it  iill 
I'vunlii,  iiiiiit  icrliuii  th»t  ihi'Ku  m)  rallvii  iiri'hhinhii|M,  whirlluT 
of  Slully  or  of  I'liin,  wiTt)  Hill,  iliirlly  s|Mukiii({,iiii'lrii|ioliliiiiiii 
liur  wuri'  lh»y  invvaluil  nilh  urchlt'iiiicoiiitl  |»iwor,  or  thni 
jiiriHilii'lioii  |iroviili'il  liy  t<iu  cuimim  hiw.  Thoy  I'lijoveil  ty 
cuiirtrsy,  iiiiil  vi-ry  ofliii  thmujjh  Iho  fuvoiir  of  iiniicm,  ii 
ilojjri'i' of  liiiiioniry  |ire-i>iiiim>n(i' ;  niiil  fur  thin  rriiiiMii,  »i'  (hul 
thi'  tillv  iiumIii);  in  ihoav  iliiyn  from  uiio  oi'o  lo  iiniilhi'r.  The 
rc|iiitntioii  of  St.  Aiihin  nnx  not  imiliMi'il  lo  Inhiiul;  hia 
iiieiiiory  hm  liofii  hi^fhty  reviTivl  hoth  in  Wuli'n  niid  in  othiT 
countru-*,  iinil  Huvorul  niirinliii  liivu  hcen  ntlriiiuti'il  to  him. 
Ho  ilieil  on  lliu  .lint  of  Jiinniirv,  ad.  i\M,  ami  wiia  Imriuil  at 
Ffrn- 1  St.  Aiihin  was  mii'iwiliMJ  in  tlm  iwo  of  Kiriu  hy  St. 
Molini;,  a  imtiro  of  thu  tcrfitory  of  lly'Kin«olla)(h.  llotwovn 
the  iliMilli  of  iIiIh  ]iroliito  ami  llie  iiu-iiinlicncy  of  tho  Icarncil 
Ailinn  O'.Miilloy,  in  lliu  twi'lfth  i-cntury,  iho  naini'ii  of  fifteen 
l>iHho|M  havi'  Ikvii  ri'dirikil,  uhili'  tlivir  ai't!i,  hko  iiioat  of  our 
oilier  natiiimil  diiciiini'iita,  liavu  |i>Ti»lK'il  hi'iii'ath  ihii  fury  of 
iliii  Duiit'ii,  or  thu  stilt  iiioru  iiii«|iiiring  rii|itoiiy  of  thu  Kngliih 
invailiTK. 

TiiK  ark  OK  (\)RK  ili-rivi'il  its  fniimlalion  from  St.  IJarr  or 
FInliarr,  ahoiit  the  year  (iOll.  Thi>  naiiil,  an  ium  liuon  alrcaily 
noticuil,  wm  ii  iialivij  of  Coiiiiaiinlit,§  h«  was  a  frruat  favourite 
with  St.  Aiihin  of  Kerns,  ami  a('i.'oni|>anii''l  him  on  his  journey 
to  llrilain,  anil  from  tjionc-c  to  lloiiiu.  I'inharr  on  hid  return 
to  Iri'laml.amI  living  then  a  liishoii,  fiinnileil  a  monastery  ii»ir 
l.ongh-i'ire,  now  the  miuth  siile  of  thu  eity  of  Cork,  anil  here 
also  he  eiilahlisheil  his  see.  It  Ins  lieen  aH^erteil  hy  some 
writers,  that  St.  Kinbarr  had  erected  a  cathedral  in  Cork,  totally 
•listinclfTrom  thu  church  allacheil  lo  the  moiiiuilery ;  hut  this 
is  an  opinion  alloj^'elheruiisiipiMirleil  hy  any  uiithority.  During 
this  period  of  our  history,  several  ahhots  weru  hishops,  am! 
lived  ill  their  nioiuisteries ;  huiice  it  in  that  the  catah>);ue  of 
St.  Kiiiharr's  successors  is,  for  u  loiip  liiiio  aftur  his  death,  very  • 

'  Vita.  1-.  St).  t  ni.li»r,  |,.  wu 

:  I'mIut,  |i  im.  t  Ha*  c.  i. 
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(■iinriiM!il.  NewuiiiihU  Uvuritn  ili<i'i|ilii,  ix  iiioiilioiwl  liy.Ware 
u  u  *ii«'iiM<ir  of  St.  Itarr  in  llit-  ii«i>  nf  Curk  ;  liowMwr,  (ccnril- 
lii^  to  Col^iiri,  Nfmiiii  wan  only  n  Hiiii|,|tt  prii'iil  *  It  inu>t  nlio 
Ih*  notiroil  lli;it,  ill  (he  mo^t  uf  dui*  uiiimlii,  tlm  t'pitltft  Commlmn 
haa  Ikhmi  iitlUml  to  iniiiii'i  uf  iiniiy  uf  tliii  micruMon  nf 
Hi.  Kiiiliiirr,  Hiid  tliU  tt>riii,  \<u\nf,  xilli  (.'>|iliil  ytnM\i\\y  *|>|ilitv 
■Ml'  l»  liiiiliii|Ki  ami  iililiiit'i,  rri'iiti'ii  mi  iincirtiiiiily,  und  in 
u-viriil  i-iiii'ii  li'iivi'H  tlio  rank  of  llm  iihlivicliml  iiiiiliii'rininfil. 
Of  nil  till'  uni'ii'iit  lilli-a  in  lliu  kin|/<liiin,  lliiit  of  Omk  millirol 
Ihoiil  MiviTi'ly  rriiiii  lliu  fiirv  »(  tli"  l>.iii<'x>  liaviii^'  licon  uluvcn 
liiiicn  pliiniliTi'il  iluriii^  tliu  Iii|im'  i>I  u  nin^>lu  cuntury.  In  <,)7U, 
tli«  cuiIumImI  mill  tliu|{r<Mil  uliluv  "f  St.  Kinlmrr  wi>ru  iiillu^i'it 
iiml  iiliiiiiKt  lrvi>l|(>il  til  (ho  xroiiiiil  l<y  tln'Ku  invailvrn,  wliilu  tlio 
rvconU  nf  tliK  iiuL',  witli  utlivr;,  vuliiulik-  inoiniini-iilii  uf  tiioMi 
uni'ii'iit  liiiirii,  woru  i<\vi'|it  iiivay  nml  |K'riiilit'<l  uniiil»t  the 
((iiiii'nil  wri'i'k  lliat  ■nrrniiinloil  tlivin  t  I'or  tlii*  ri'iiai'n  tliu 
i>iic<'U>i«ii>ii  uf  IMcliili"!  i/i  vt-ry  iiniK'rfert  iiniil  Wbi,  wlii'n  tlio 
Iciirnxil  (lillit-/l'Mii-()'.Mii^in  nua  i>i*liii|i  nf  Oirk,  mid  allvmluil 
Hitli  iiiiiat  of  tliu  otliur  ili^'iiituiiiia  of  Irolmul  iit  tlii' (%Mincil 
of  Ki'lU.  Kroiii  timt  iwriml  tlm  I'lmin  of  »iii'iTa«i<in  ia  uii- 
lirokcn,  wliilu  ilic  truiiMieiiuna  of  tliia  act!  fmni  mi  iiitvrt>8tin){ 
iHirtiiiii  of  till'  liiatory  of  tlif  tnulllli  nnd  auccciilin^  conturit-a. 
St  Kinliiirr  <lii'<l  iit  (.'liiytii',  uii  tliu  !t5lli  uf  Su|ili'iiilK.'r,  ad.  y\i\S, 
Hiiil  nil*  iiiii'iTi'il  in  Cork 

'I'lia  HKK  Of  Kii.M«t!iiiiAMii  Imil  fur  ila  I'oiinilor  St.  Oolinuii, 
iilioiit  tliv  yriir  tiiid.  Tliia  aaint  wua  of  lliu  \\\^\\  anil  priiiuvly 
family  of  iliiu  Kiaclirn  of  ('ntiiiiiii|;lil,  ami  wa>  nearly  rvlutuil 
to  (iiiairu,  kiiiK  of  that  provincu.  Ilia  falliur'a  nmnu  U'iiig 
Dnacli,  tliu  aaint  liiia  lil'iic'v  liuuii  aurnuniuil  Mac  Diiiiili;  liy 
tliia  appi'lliiliiiii  III'  ii  iiinru  ^'uiirrally  known  tlian  l>y  lliut  of 
Colnian.     In  lliu  uarly  part  of  his  lifu,  Culinun  livuil  aa  »  livnnit 

in  tliu  foruat  of  llurruii,  county  ol't^laro;    Ilia  only  f I  being 

wild  liurlia  and  wutur  uruisi'a,  uliilu  duur-akiiia  aurvud  lilm  for 
ulotliuH.  (iiiairu  liaviiijr  Ikuii  iiiadu  aui|uaintud  wjlli  tlio 
aniictity  of  lliia  (rruat  man,  oIK'iuil  liim  a  lar^u  traut  of  ground 
for  lliu  uaialiliiliiiiunt  of  |t  rvjiL'ioiia  loinmunily ;  tliu  aiint, 
liuwuver,  aecupti'd  of  only  a  «iiial»  aitu,  on  wliiuli  lio  uructud  Ins 
nionnatury,  und  aliortly  aftur  liiuaniu  liialiop.)  8t.  Colmun'a 
lalionra  in  tliia  |uirt  of  Irulaii'l  aiiiirilnitud  );ruatly  tu  the 
aplundonr  of  tliu  (iiinpul.  ITIiuyuarof  Ilia  duath  hiu  not  bocn 
nacurtaiiiud,  hut  Ida  imtali!|ia  iiiiirkud  in  tlio  cnlundara  on  tliu 
■Iril  of  Kuhriiary.  Of  liia  anceusaors  in  thu  aeu,  wu  find  very 
litllu  ruuorded  uiiiil  tliu  liiiiu  of  tliu  Gouncil  of  Kulla,  in  IIJ2. 

•     •  C"lg«n,  at  t7Ui  Marvli.       t  M  (.  iirtiii,  i'.  2tf7.       :  AA  N'i.  p  tV). 


TiiK  (mi  nv  I.KIUHMH  hill  tlir  Imrnvil  I^uariiin  fnr  id 
fiitiiiilcr.  TliU  Kiinl  wiu  tlH<  Htm  of  Ciiiriil,  a  nolili'initn  uf 
UUliir,  uii'l  (i(  (■•'1111114,  ilnii}{liii>r  nf  Ahlcri,  k'mn  of  tli«  ItrilUh 
Kuol*  LiKirinii  hIikIumI  iiihIit  tlm  ulilml  Miirin,  miil  nftvr- 
wpiril*  it|«iit  fiiiirlii'ii  ji'iim  nt  Itmiio,  wlii'm  lni  win  onUiiifil 
|irii'»l  liy  \»'\x^  (in'cory  the  (iri'Bl-  About  lliu  vnar  fi.Kt,  ami 
iliiring  iliv  iwriuil  "f  ilit-  I'uncli'l  ciintr"V<*niy.  ■•<uu>rMii  iiidla 
»  ii(H'i(iic|  jiiiiriwy  (<>  Itiiirit',  iniMt  pmlMlily  »»  lii'inl  of  th«  dc> 

iiiilHlion  Mint  by  Hiu  iuiulb'!i°n  >^li'r^'y  after  lliu  HyiuHl  of  Olil 
,i>i)(lilln.  At  iliii  limo  lu'  wim  I'uiiM-vralpit  bUli<ip  liy  |mi|»i 
lliiiMiriiiii  I  *  On  bin  rt'tiirii  in  Irt'lnnil,  in  tS.t.l,  bi>  eHtublialu"! 
Ibi'  M'li  of  l<i>ij;hli",  mill  ciiiilrlhiiti'il  nnieh  lowiinU  tbo  nottli'- 
iiti'iit  of  thu  I'iMcbal  i'uiii|»ituli<>ii  in  the  miiiili  St.  I.a>i>ri»ii, 
whiwo  imniti  wii*  ^ri'iitly  r<<vt<ro<l  tliroiigbout  Irolniul,  illuci  on 
th»  IKtb  of  A|iril,  •  »  t'l.'IU,  uiiil  Him  biirivil  in  tii>  own  catlio- 
ilriil  at  Ol'l  l.<'i|{bliii.t 

'I'bii  »vi)  rontiiKii'il  to  bi<  gnviiriMil  by  ■  aucceuion  of  nre- 
bili'i  iiniil  tliu  I'Igbtvciilh  I'fiitury,  wlion  it  bucainu  uniii>d  to 
Kil'liiru. 

Tmk  (Kit  «t  I.lKMoDK  wiM  oaliililUlii'it  liy  llie  vcnvrnblu  St. 
f'urihiifjh,  in  tlm  yiiir  H,'l:l.  'riil<  •aiiit,  wbo  ia  mimoiiiiiM  calli"! 
Moi'liiiijit,  nna  IiiH'Ii  in  Ki'rry  nlioiit  the  miildW  of  tbu.  aixlh 
ivntHiy  {  Iliivin;;  Ktiniicil  f.ir  sfvcnil  yearn  umler  St.  ('oni({all 
of  lliin^or,  ('nribaffli  ruinoveil  to  Clonfcrt-Molua,  for  tlio  |iur- 
pime of  |irii'tli<iM);  ui'iHittT uimii-iity. ami  of  Iwcuinin^  ariinainti'il 
»illi  tliii  natiiru  ol  niouaiilic  iliHoipliiii.'.  Ilin  Kriit  <'iitubli»liii|t'iit 
was  ut  Uallii'ii,  ill  lliu  now  ■■Kiinty  of  Wontiia'atli.  Ilci'v  ho 
■Irt'W  ii|i  n  I'ulo  for  bia  inonka,  unci  continuing  at  Itiitlivn  f^r 
forty  yiani,  was  roiiacrraifl  liiliop  Notwillistanilinj;  tbu 
fjnnt  Hiiiu'tity  of  Cmtliii),'li  ninl  bis  community,  tbey  were 
coiniwllfil  (o  leave  liatlii'ii  by  tbjj  crneltv  of  llallunuc,  prince 
of  that  coiiiitrv,  but  bavins  "Imumi  aftorwanU  kindly  ri'ceivuil 
by  Moulochtri.le,  |irincM  of  NainJeai,  ami  obtuiniii)(  tho  tract  of 
laiiil  in  uliieb  Liainnru  ia  Hitiiatt><l,  thoy  Hcttk-il  tberi!,  and 
Cartbaj^b  fminiluil  bia  eelebrateil  ni<'niu«tery.§  It  anon  bucaino 
an  c|ii!>eo|>al  ave,  anil  eontinueil  to  bv  goveri)eil  by  ita  prelatcfl 
in  aiicce^sion  until  tbu  year  |HO:l,  wbeii  it  was  unituu  tu  tho 
ilioceau  of  \Vaterforc|.||  Tbu  fmintler,  St.  Carthagh,  having 
relireil  to  a  loiiciv  v.ilh.y  at  the  eaat  <«iiil  of  the  town,  spent  tho 
laat  years  of  bia  life  in  coiiteni|ilation  and  jiraycr.  Me  died  on 
the  1  Itb  of  May,  A.o.  Ii;l7,  and  was  burieif  at  Usnioru. 

TiiK  BKK  or  ('iLKi«t)*i/x;H. — Tlieru  ap|ieara  a  Vcat  diveraity 

*  t'nhi^i  »3ft.  t  yii>al>  <•!  luniKf.  t  K<  ntiiig,  li.  'i. 
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nf  0{>ininn  •iiion||  our  anniiliitti  r«|nr<linK  tliw  Hnl  liithop  of 
tlii»  unviciitaov.  ('i>l|{ati  mul  lUrrit  ■wurt  llmt  Nl.  K>'viii  wu 
II  liiihop,  ■ml  nf  viiiirM  th«  fimn'liT  of  lliu  iini  or(iluiicUliich. 
Uiiwiiviir,  nil  tliii  uutlmrity  iif  llio  ln-iit  nivnrU,  it  ia  cerUin 
tlmt  Ht,  Kufiii  wii«  ■mlv  iiii  hIiIh)!  'I'Iiu  (trat  liialinp  w»  iiient 
with  in  till'  <lii>ci'ai'  \i  Si.  I.ililui  »■'  .MnlJliU.  lie  wna  a  nviihew 
uf  St.  Kuvliii  mill  lliiiiruiliu'l  in  lln- I'liriv  |uirt  ol'tliK  avvi'nlli 
canliiry  *  Ht  l.ililiit  iliml  nii  lliu  M|||  nf  Jnniiury.linl  llii>  yrur 
hiia  lint  Imii'Ii  iiiM*i'rluiiiH<l.  TIil-  am  nf  (ili*iitlitincli  woa  iiiiitotl 
in  lli»  tliirti-wiiili  ci'iilury  In  ilml  nf  Dublin  f 

Tn  tlii»t<  i>iiiai'ii|>ul  avi'a,  fi>iiiiilv<l  in  lliu  tovrnth  eenlury, 
mny  l>«  nil'li'il,  tlmi  nf  (.'LnNMiCNnia,  K<>vvrne<l  by  8t.  Ilwtan, 
jk  D.  d'U;  'I'lllM,  ill  thii  cuiiiity  nf  Muitll,  vatiililiolivil  liy  St. 
Lniiiiln :  |li«  iiiiMiiory  <>f  tliia  aniiit  in  nivcri'il  iit  Trim  nii  the 
17tli  >>!'  Kitlii iiurv  Tliu  "^v  nf  AHiiuiiictuN,  in  Mciitli,  wm 
fnlilliU'il  [,y  Hi  i'ltnn;  lli>  ilioil  nil  Ulu  -till  uf  S<'|>U'llllH'r,  AD. 
Ml.  Tlit>  ai>u  uf  LiiaK,  III  tlia  enmity  nf  Diililin,  ImU  Hi. 
PulrniMia  fnr  iia  lii»li<i|i.  St.  .Miiruviia  |in-aiil«i4  ill  (ileiiiiiuwii, 
ill  tliu  (jiiiTii'a  Cniiiily.  St.  (iiilil'iii,  ut  IhaiiiLl,  in  tin)  cuunty 
uf  Ork;  St.  t)ii;;uii,  ut  Acliml-Dii^'iin,  in  tlio  cniiiity  of 
Waterfiiril,  iin>l  autcrul  ntlicra  iiit'iiliuiiuil  in  llio  lliiril  cIm*  of 
Iriali  miiiita.  I 

'l'liii>,  lit  lliK  i-loac  nf  tlio  at'vciifli  ctMitHry,  llio  cpiacninil  tee* 
oatulili-lu'il  ill  Ik-IuikI,  if  nrrmi^i'il  uccnnlin^  to  the  nrder  of 
till-  |irti<i.|it  clay,  wiTe:  in  Uiatt-r — tliu  imtrnpulitan  aeo  of 
AriiuKh;  (111'  M'la  of  Anliijjli,  ClnjjlHT,  Drnninru,  Cuiinor, 
Down  uikI  (.'InniirJ  (Mi-iilli)  In  lA-inator — Kihtare,  Oaaory, 
Kurna,  l.i'i;;liliii,  unJ  (jlonilulmli.  In  MuiiHtvr — Einly.Clnvne, 
Un^a,  Cork,  uiiil  Ijainori'  In  Cnnimufjlit — Tuiiin,  Klpliin, 
Killiila,  ('liinrcrt,  At'lionry,  nml  Kilniuvduii){li;  licaiilva  the 
nuini'rniia  niirtnr  »<■<'»  ulroiKly  nivniiniKMl,  iiiiil  wliicli  in  lliu 
at-vonlli  contuiy  ni-re  (iiivfriiuil  liy  tlii'ir  reaiwetivi'  bialiopa, 
but  Imvu  buvii  aiiico  uiiiti'<|  i-itliiT  tn  tlio  ubovu-uivnlinnetl 
bihlui|irica,  or  to  otiivra  wliiuli  aliiill  bo  iioticod  in  aucuooilinf; 
eunturiea, 

Tliu  |irinoinal  nionaateriea  fouiuled  in  the  wvoiith  century 
niu»t  iiuw  ofiulluiigu  our  con^i^uriitiun.  Our  uinnuaticnna 
furni'li  iia  wiili  u  lun^tluiUMl  c'atulo).'ue,  out  of  wliicli  ilia 
fullowiii);  enlulilialiiiiviita  shall  bv  si'lictuil:  — 

TnK  HoXAaTiiHr  or  Clunkmork,  in  thu  barony  of  lUiitry 
■nil  ciiuiily  nf  Wexford,  had  St.  Aidiin  for  its  loiimler,  und 
it  u|>|>vura  to  have  been  uricli'd  about  the  same  |icrio<l  with  the 
aeu  uf  I'Viriia.      It  wua  u  |ilaie  uf  great  celebrity  duriii);  tbii 

•  Colipia  it  8th  y«li.  t  *>«  ciiilicry  liii. 
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and  the  fiillowiii);  age,  mid  it  liulliiwod  by  the  remnins  of  minr 
vniinont  nml  luiiiitly  mun,  iimuiif;  wliuiii  may  bo  iiiinibered 
Dicbidia,  to  whom  the  fuiindur  rpsigneil  ita  Hdiiiinutriilion; 
8t.  Tvrn(H%  who  llourishod  iilHiiit  the  uunu  iifriod;  iind  the 
8niiitu(t  Kiiiian,  luriiamod  the  I.epvr,  who  died  iind  was  intvrrod 
hvi'o,  i.n.  IIHU.*  Diiriii);  tho  ninth  century,  when  the  fury  of 
tile  Danes  i<|i|>careil  to  have  boon  pointedly  levelled  apninst 
the  rviigiiiiia  u»taliliHlnnoiitH  in  this  |iart  of  Ireland,  tho  retreat 
of  Olunuuiuru  vxhibitod  on  many  oecasions  a  frightful  scene 
ol'  desolation.  The  niassucro  which  had  taken  place  within  its 
hallowed  iianctnary  in  MA,  is  particularly  noticed  by  most  of 
our  ancient  annalists.  On  ChriMtmas  night  during  that  year, 
while  the  coniinunity  had  licen  assisting  at  tho  divine  mysteries, 
an  armed  niultitude  of  these  Ustmun  forced  their  way  into  tho 
church,  and  after  having  coniniitteil  various  acts  of  sacrilege, 
cumpleled  their  barbarity  by  putting  tho  abbot  and  his  brethren 
indiscriminately  to  the  aword.f  At  the  close  of  tho  tenth 
century  It  began  to  decline,  and  became  a  complete  ruin  about 
the  year  10 U.J 

Thk  adhkt  OS  UosCHKA,  in  the  county  of  Tippemry,  was 
established  by  Si.  ('ronan,  about  the  year  6()U,§  and  soon  after 
its  foundaliou,  Uoscreu  became  un  extensive  town.  During 
the  seventh  and  following  centuries  a  celebrated  school  was 
attached  to  this  abbey ;  it  became  particularly  distinguished 
for  the  nundier  of  its  learned  professors,  while  its  hospitality 
made  it  a  homo  and  a  house  of  comfort  for  the  poor  and 
alHicteil.  In  1174,  during  the  administration  of  Failan,  its 
last  superior,  this  abbey  became  a  ruin. 

'i'liH  MoNASTEHY  OF  CoMO,  situated  in  the  county  of  Mayo, 
between  l.iiugh  Corrib  and  Lough  Musk,  was  founded  in  the 
year  624,  by  Donald,  a  nephew  of  Amirach,  king  of  Ireland. 
St  Kechin  of  Fore  presided  for  some  years  over  tliis^stablish- 
ment.  The  constitutions  of  this,  house  were  remarkably 
austere.  It  had  been  for  many  ages  celebrated  as  a  place  of 
holy  retirement  and  penance;  hence  we  find,at4ifrerent  |)eriods, 
several  characters  of  exalted  rank  renouncing  the  world  and 
taking  shelter  within  its  solitary  niid  hallowed  walls.  Among 
tho  number  of  those  may  be  noticed  tho  monarch  Roderic 
.  O'Connor,  the  lust  king  of  Ireloiul.  This  prince,  after  witness- 
ing the  overthrow  of  his  kingdom,  retired  to  the  monastery  of 
Cong,  whore  he  died  with  great  resignation,  t.D.  1198,  and  in 
the  82iid  year  of  liis  ago.  Ho  was-  however,  interred  at 
Ctniinincnois.il      It    was  governed    by    its   abbots  in  regular 

•  .\.\*SS  11  «J8.        t  Kiiur  M»»ton<.         {  I'l'ni.     • 
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AucecMiDii,  until  the  nixtuenth  century.  JEnem  M'Donnell 
waa  tilt!  last  ulilicit,  when  ila  poaog^ioni  brcauie  niorf^cd  in  the 
^enuntl  conliscatiun.  Ac(ii>riling  to  nn  inqiiiaition  taken  in  the 
35th  uf  KliznW'lli,  tlio  property,  or  rather  parcels  of  it,  con- 
iiiatcd  of  fifteen  tuwnlands,  >ituuto<l  in  the  counties  of  Mayo 
and  Kosconimon,  together  with  vnriuus  rectories  and  their 
I  tithes.  A  considerahle  |iurt  of  the  splendid  iiossessiuns  of  this 
abbey  were  granted  by  Klizubeth,  at  an  annual  rent,  to  the 
provoat  and  fellowa  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin ;  while  a  leuae 
1  in  reversion  of  the  ubbev,  for  fifty  years,  was  giveft_  to  Sir 
John  Kill);,  ancestor  to  the  earl  of  Kingston.* 

TiiK  AUHKV  OF  Fork,  in  the  county  of  Wcatnieath,  was 
foundeil  by  St.  Fecliin,. about  the  year  630.t  Fore  in  a  very 
short  iinio  becaino  a  cclcbratoil  town,  and  in  this  abbey  the 
siiiiit  ia-auid,  at  one  time,  to  have  governed  three  hundred 
iiioiika;)  accwiiiig  to  suuie  authors,  three  thousand.  Its 
abbots  t'oiitiiiiied  ill  regular  siicceaaion  down  to  the  sixteenth 
century  In  TilC,  St.  Suilai'h  waa  abbot  and  bi.shop  of  Fore; 
and  after  his  lime,  tlie  episcopal  dignity  was  likewiao  invested 
in  aeveral  of  its  abbots.  The  abbey,  together  with  the  town 
of  Fore,  had  been  six  times  destroyed  by  tire,  and  in  1209  it 
waa  rebuilt  by  Walter  I)e  Ijicy,  under  the  invocation  of  St. 
Taurin  and  St.  Fecliin,  for  Iteiiedielines  whom  he  had  brought 
from  the  monastery  of  St.  Taurin  in  Evreiix,  Norinanay. 
The  liiat  abliot  waa  William  Nugent,  and  in  the  31st  of 
lleiiry  V'ill.  an  iiiqiiiailion  waa  held,  and  the  possessions,  con- 
aiatiug  of  13IIU  acres  of  pa.sturo  and  amble  land,  with  twenty- 
eight  rectories,  aituatcd  in  the  counties  of  Westmeath  and 
Curnii,  were  coiitiscuted.  'In  1588,  a  lease  of  the  abbey  and  of 
its  posaeaaioiia  was  granted  to  Christopher  baron  of  Delvin  § 
Thus  the  great  abbey  of  Fore,  which  iiad  oiicu  been  the  seat 
of  literature,  the  nursery  of  suiiita,  and  the  asylum  of  the  poor, 
bccuiiie  involved  in  the  same  common  wreck  with  the  other 
religious  institutions  of  the  country. 

TiiK  HONASTKHY  OF  SwoHOB,  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  and 
barony  uf  Coolock,  had  St.  Finan,  suniamed  the  Leper,  fur 
its  founder.  St.  Finan  was  a  member  of  the  Coluuibian  Order, 
and  after  having  erected  several  monasteries  in  various  parts 
of  Ireland,  died  about  OfO.     From  the  year  lOtjS)  nntil  the 

*  Cliivf  [CciiicmbrAUcer.  f  See  c  iiL  at  Fevhia. 

t  la  a  liyuin  ff>r  tile  offiue  of  St.  Fecliia,  wc  rvad  : — 
"IK'liiiic  ftiit  Mmiiicliuriim 

Dux  ft  I'nU'r  trMviiUiniul 

QlKw  iiiMtnixit  \vtiv  inonitu 

Minus  vutitra  \'Uin."     .\iir>ii. 
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midiilo  of  tlie  twelfth  century,  the  town  Bnd  abbev  of  Snorils 
were  ahnost  one  continueil  scene  of  deaolation ;  nitvin);  been, 
during  that  period,  no  le«s  ihiin  eijilit  tiniea  stormed  and  laid 
waste  by  lire  and  aword.  At  lenjjtli,  in  lUilS,  Swordu  bud 
been  nearly  dopopnlated,  and  the  abbey  became  a  niin." 

The  abbkt  or  Inmisfallkm,  in  the  Lake  of  KilLirnev,  was 
founded  by  St.  Finian  Lobliur,  nlwut  the  year  6-IO.t  i<°iniun 
waa  a  native  of  Kly  O'Carrol,  Kinji'n  County,  and  was  lineally 
deaeended  from  the  celebrated  Oilild  OInni,  kinjj  of  Munster. 
The  annals  of  Innisfidleif  infonn  us  that  this  abbey  was 
esteemed  a  |iaradiae,  and  had  been  for  many  centuries  a  secure 
sanctuary  in  which  the  wealth  and  most  valuiible  effects  of  the 
whole  country  were  dejiosited.  Amonj;  its  learned  men  should 
bo  mentioneil  tlie  venerable  (lilhi  Patrick  O'Huiliair.  he  was  a 
celebrated  |H>et,  a  phihMopher,  and  the  founder  of  Hcvcnil 
religious  houses  {  The  abbots  of  Innisfalleu  continued  in 
re}|ular  succession  until  tile  sixteenth  century,  when  the  abbey 
was  plundered,  and  its  posacssious  granted,  by  Ulizabeth,  to  a 
|iersiin  named  Uobert  CoUan  § 

Thr  abbky  of  Fauan,  on  Lou^'h  Swilly,  in  Innishowen, 
crtunty  of  Donej{al,  was  foumled  by  St.  Mura,  abnut  the 
middle  of  the  seventh  century.  This  suint  waa  of  the  Colum- 
bian Order,  and  his  memory,  which  ia  revered  on  the  12th  of 
March,  ha.a  lieen  held  in  great  vcnertuion.  Tiie  abbey  of 
Fahan  was  richly  endoweu  and  liif^hly  venerated,  not  only 
(says  Archddl)  "  in  consequence  of  the  liallowed  reverence 
paid  to  St.  Mura,  to  whom  the  great  church  is  dedicated,' but 
also  for  the  many  monuments  of  antiquity  which  rcmaineil 
lierc  till  they  h:ul  been  destroyed  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
Among  the  few  relics  that  had  lieen  preserved  was  the  book  of 
the  Acts  of  St.  Oolumbkill,  written  by  St.  Mura,  in  Irish  verse, 
some  fraj;ments  of  which  yet  remain;  also,  a  very  large  and 
ancient  chronicle,  lieUl  in  great  repute;, and'  the  [laaloral  staff 
of  St.  Mura,  richly  ornamented  with  jewels  and  gilding,  an<l 
which  is  still  retained  by  a  f:imily  of  the  O'Neils.'  |! 

Uwing  to  the  limits  of  this  work,  the  following  monasteries, 
selected  out  of  the  number,  erected  in  the  seventh  century, 
shall,  be  merely  noticed. 

Thk  aubkv  of  Mayo,  founded  by  St.  Colnian,  suppressed 
sby  Elizabeth,  and  granted,  at  on  annual  rent,  to  the  burgesses 

•  Tr.  Til.  |>.  543.       t  A.V  SS.  n  028.       J  AniiaL  Munst. 

§  The  iuquiaitioa  taken  in  the  ^th  uf  ElijHlM.'th  preaentM  us  with  only  A  por- 
tion ijf  the  iMMviwions  of  thia  ahboy  ;  viz.  t  180  acres  of  arable  land  and  the 
atUowBon  of  the  ehurchea  of  Killertee,  TtTlii«in.  Kcnmara,  and  Kilcoman — 
Chief  Heiueutbruucer.  ii  AA.  ■'i.S.  i*.  .>&7. 
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and  cniniiioiially  of  llie  town  of  Qnlvray.*  Ci.isiiMonK,  .in  the  • 
county  of  Watcrfonl,  founded  by  St.  Mocliiicnioc;  tlio  pos- 
wtaions  weru  grintud  to  Sir  Walter  Italcigh.t  Tkih,  in  the 
county  of  Menth,  founded  by  St.  ]>oman.  C'amross,  in  tho 
county  of  Wexford,  founiled  hy  St  Abban.  Carnddrk,  in 
tho  burony  of  Koit,  county  of  Woxford,  founded  by  St. 
Uomangurt.  Tibrach,  in  tiic  county  of  Kilkenny,  foiui<Ie4 
by  St.  Modnmnoc.  Saouard,  in  tho  county  of  Dublin, 
founded  by  Sl  MnitiuM-a.  FRxanpoRD,  i/i  the  county  of  Kil- 
kenny, founiled  by  St.  hnctan.  Killamkrv,  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  fnumied  by  >it.  Onblmn.  Aciiad-daoain,  in  the 
county  of  Waterford,  fimnded  by  St.  Oagun.  Skandotha,  in 
tho  county  of  Wesfonl,  foumlea  by  St.  Colmun.  Timodor, 
in  tlie  burony  of  Cullinaj;h,  Queen's  County,  founded  by  St. 
Mochoenioc.  Inniskkltua,  an  island  in  the  Shannon,  founded 
by  St.  Caniin.  St.  MnLi.l.s's,  in  tlie  county  of  Carlow,  founded 
by  St.  Moling,  liishop  of  Kerns.  Uaixtvournkv,  in  the  county 
of  Cork,  rouiiilt'il  by  St.  Abhan.  Cluain-Fikolas,  in  t)io 
county  of  Cork,  founded  by  St.  Abban.  Dokaghiiouk,  in  tho 
barony  of  Muskerry,  county  Cork,  founded  by  Fingcni. 
Kii.LKAOii,  ill  the  barony  of  liuokilly,  county  Cork,  founded 
by  St.  Abban.  Clondalkin,  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  founded 
by  St.  Cl'oiian  Morliua.  Killkkm,  in  the  county  of  Meath, 
fuunde<l  by  St.  Kndeiis.  Oapk  Clkah  Island,  founded  by 
St.  Conigall,  a  disci|>le  of  St.  Finbarr.  Inbukbdaoilk,  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  founded  by  St.  Dagan.  Clonbank,  in 
the  county  of  Wesliiieath,  founded  by  St.  Mocliue.  Ballt- 
KINK,  in  the  county  of  Wicklow,  founded  by  St.  Dagan, 
MiicKAMOBK,  iirilie  county  of  Antrim,  founded  by  St.  Colinan 
£lo.  This  abbey  and  its  possessioiis  were  granted,  in  the  seventii  ^ 
of  Eliziibcth,  to  Sir  Bojjer  Langford.t 

These  foundations  of  the  seventh  century,  together  with 
those  which  had  been  established  in  preceding  times,  formed 
altogether  a  mass  of  literary  and  religious  institutions,  such 
as,  |K'rluips,  no  other  nation  in  that  age  could  produce.  Tlie 
rules  by  which  they  had  been  governed  were  extremely  rigor- 
ous; and  while  the  monks  themselves  subsisted  either  by 
manual  or  mental  labiiur,  their  schools  were  thrown  open  for 
the  gratuitous  instruction  of  all,  both  natives  and  foreigners. 
Tho  jwges  of  the  next  chapter  shall  bo  devoted  to  the  biogra- 
|>hy  of  some  of  those  distinguished  men,  who,  at  this  period, 
shed  lustre  on  the  religion  of  their  country,  and  whose  names 
have  been  honourably  recorded  in  the  writings  of  all  our 
ancient  annalists. 

•  King,  i'.  U.l.  t  ."iiuith,  p.  7S.    ■'  ■         ;  Htrrii,  T«b.   H 
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CHAITEU  III. 

Roligioui  whl  LrUnry  ('hnracUn  nf  t^e  SaTonth  Century — 
(Jononil  OlNMirvAtiuna, 

Amono  tlio  eminent  diameters  wlio,  for  lenrninp  ami  sanc- 
tity, atoud  (iittin^iiishecl  during  tlie  seventh  century,  may  be 
noticed : 

St.  Fistan  MiiNSB,  tlio  cclobnitod  abbot  of  Taubmon. 
'I'bis  snint  was  the  son  of  Tiilcnn  ami  Feidehiila,  both  tincnily 
de.scendctl  from  Nial  of  the  Nino  Ilosfciees,  and  was  born  in 
the  north. nf  Ireland.*  lie  eommenucd  his  studies  under  St. 
(lom^all  of  llaiip>r,  and  afterwards  devoted  ei^^htccn  years 
to  the  iiriietico  of  a  contumphitivS  life,  at  Cluaninis,  then 
jjovcrncd  liy  the  learned  and  saintly  Sinell.  At  the  termi- 
nation of  this  period  Kintan  repaired  tu  the  island  of  ily, 
with  an  intention  of  becominc  a  member  of  the  Columbian 
Order.  The  founder,  St.  Columbkill,  had  died  some  short 
time  licfore,  and  was  snceueded  by  Baithen,  who  received 
Kintan  Munnu  with  great  tenderness.  "  I  thuiik  my  God," 
says  ho,  "  that  you  are  como  to  this  place,  but  this  you  must 
know,  that  you  cannot  become  a  monk  of  ours"  Fintan, 
sadly  afflicted  at  these  words,  observed:  \'U  it  that  I  am 
Hnwortliy  of  being  one?"  "No,"  answered  Baithen;  "but 
although  I  should  bo  very  glad  to  keel)  you  with  me,  t  must 
oliey  the  orders  of  my  predecessor,  Columba;  who,  not  long 
since,  said  to  me  in  the  spirit  of  prophecy :  liaithen,  remem- 
ber these  words  of  luino:  immediately  after  my  departure 
from  this  life,  a  brother  who  is  now  regulating, his  youthful 
age  by  pood  conduct,  and  well-versed  in  sacred  studies, 
named  Fnitan  of  the  race  of  Mocu>Moie,  and  son  of  Failclmn, 
will  come  to  you  from  Ireland,  and  will  supplicate  to  l>o  re- 
ceived among  tlio  monks;  but  it  is  predetermined  by  God, 
that  he  is  to  be  an  abbot,  presiding  over  monks  and  a  guide 
of  souls  Do  nut,  therefore,  let  him  remain  in  these  islands, 
bnt  direct  )nm  to  return  in  \ieacc  to  Ireland ;  that  ho  umy 
there  establish  a  monastery  in  a  part  of  LeinstAr  not  fur  from 
the  sea,  and  labour  for  the  good  of  souls.' "  Fintun  accordingly 
returned  tu  Ireland,  and  proceeded  to  that  part  of  Ily- 
~Kinsellagb  now  called  the  county  of  We.\ford.t  The  eastern 
limits  of  that  territoty  were  in  those  days  enclosed  by  a  ((rcary 

*  AtUmiun,  L  i.  c.  3.  t  Ailamnan,  I.  i.  c.  2. 
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ami  Jpaolato  forcut,  on  tlio  liordiirs  of  which  the  saint  erected  hi* 
nionaatvry,  and  wnsaoon  accoiniianied  bvaconsiderabl4  number 
of  (lisci|iloii.  Accordinj;  to  Colgiin,  lie  presided  ijtcr  i34 
monka,  whllo  other  writers  of  eijiial  credit  iiiako  the  number 
considerably  groiiler.  Fintan  hiiviii^'  been  well  roraed  in  tho 
doctrine  of  astronomy,  as  taught  in  those  days,  took  a  distin- 

({uishod  part  in  the  controversy  wliich  the  I'asr.hal  computation 
lad  then  created,  lie  waslhe  principal'^pponentof  Laserian 
in  tlie  SYiind  of  Old  Kei{;liliii,  as  has  Uiiiii  already  stated; 
nevertheless,  ho  soon  after  yielded  to  the  general  opinion,  and 
followed  the  Dionysian  cycle  in  tlie  future  celebration  of 
Easter.  Archdall,  in  his  catalogue  of  the  abbots  of  Cloiio- 
nagh,  in  the  Queen's  County,  has  placed  St.  Finlan  Miinnu 
among  their  niiinl>er,  and  ranks  him  as  hislioi).  This,  however, 
is  but  a  mere  a-snertion,  and  is  directly  opposed  to  the  testimony 
of  Tigeinach.  Ailamnan,  and  otIn!r  approved  writers.  St, 
Fintan,  following  tlie  directions  which  lie  had  received  from 
Baithen,  remained  during  his  life  in  the  monastery  of  Tach- 
moii,  and  died  on  the  21st  of  Oct<d)cr,  a.d.  635.  According 
to  llanmer,  lie  was  the  author  of  n  book  on  the  I'aschal  con- 
troversy ;  and  Uoinpsler  ascribes  tu  him  a  treatise  on  the  Acts 
of  Columbkill,  together  with  a  collection  of  epistles  to  8t. 
Baitiicn,* 

St,  Coi.maij-Klo,  of  the  race  of  the  Nialla,  and  a  native  of 
Meath,  flourished  at  the  cluse  of  tho  sixth,  and  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  seventh  century.  With  an  intention  of 
leading  a  retired  and  penitential  life,  he  penetrated  into  tho 
most  sequestered  part  of  Dalaradia,  whero  ho  erccteil  tho 
monastery  of  Aruckamore,  not  far  distiint  from  Antrim.  In 
this  retreat  Colinan  continued  for  some  years,  and  having 
qualified  himself,  by  the  practice  of  contiiined  anstcrity,  he 
afterwards  became  a  postulant,  and  emhraccd  the  institute  of 
St.  Columba.  Aldus  Flan,  king  of  Ireland,  held  the  virtues 
of  this  saint  in  great  veneration,  and  assigned  him  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  territory  of  Fercall,  now  ]«irt  of  the  King's 
County,  in  which  lie  was  rccoinnionded  to  establish  his 
future  residence.  Colman  consented  to  Bojimrn  in  that  dis- 
trict, but  on  condition  that  he  himself  should  be  allowed  to 
choose  the  particular  place  of  his  abode.  The  forest  of 
Fidh-Elo,  which  occupied  a  coiisidenible  part  of  that  terri- 
tory, was  in  those  days  the  most  dreafy  and  extensive  of  any 
in  the  kingdom  (from  the  neighbouring  inhabitants  it  received 
the  name  of  the  Black  Forest)    while  many  gf  its  gloomy 

•  Tr.  Th.  [•.  470, 
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reccMcs  lm<l  acMoni  or,  pvrlinps,  never  been  visited  hy  tho  foot- 
sleiiH  of  man.  Tliiii  waa  tliu  place  wliicli  Colinan  had  selected ; 
and  in  tlio  lienrt  of  tliiii  frightful  wilderness  he  9|>cnt  yean, 
shut  out  from  human  society  and  devotoil  to  prayer,  contum- 
idation,  and  the  rigours  of  un  eremitic  life.*  \Vild  fruit  and 
norbs,  with  water  from  the  rock,  com|>osed  his  "epast;  the 
cold  earth  of  the  Coruat  was  his  couch,  and  a  stone  served  him 
for  a  pillow.  Nor  was  Colman  without  followers;  the  fame 
of  his  sanctity  soon  spread  around ;  many,  tired  and  disgusted 
with  the  world,  repaired  to  this  abode  of  solitude  and  of 
heavenly  peace.  Nnndters  embraced  it  as  a  sanctuary  of 
gienance,  and  thus,  in  lajne  of  time,  the  wilderness  abounde<I 
with  the  habitations  ot^  holy  anchorites,  while  a  spacious 
monastery  was  erected,  and  received  the  name  of  Lann-Elo,  or 
the  Church  of  Elo,  now  Linally,  in  the  King's  County. 
Accoriling  to  some  authors,  St.  Colman  was  afterwards  con- 
secrated bishop.f  It  is,  however,  certain  that  he  contiiiueil 
in  his  monastery  until  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurre<l 
in  the  year  filO,  and  in  tho  56tli  year  of  his  age. 

St.  Cronan  of  Uoscrea,  was  a  native  of  tho  territory  of  Ely 
O'Carrol,  now  the  King's  County.J  Being  determined  on 
embraoing  tho  religious  state,  he  withdrew  to  a  district  of 
Coiniaugiit  called  I'uayd,  and  from  thence  to  Clonniacnois, 
where  he  was  soon  joined  by  a  number  of  disciples.  From 
this  place  Cronan  re[>aired  to  Lusmag,  in  the  present  barony 
of  (iurrycjistle,  King's  County,  where  he  founded  a  nionas- 
terv,  and  resided  for  some  time.  His  ne-it  establishment-  was 
Seun-ross,  near  the  marsh  called  Cree  (now  Monela),  and 
soon  after  he  erected,  on  a  more  convenient  site,  tho  cele- 
brated abbey  of  Uoscrea,  which,  in  his  days  and  in  after  times, 
was  the  seat  of  liteniture,  an  a.syhim  for  tho  poor,  and  a 
nursery  of  saints.  This  saint  was  held  in  great  veneration 
by  the  |>eople  of  Ely,  whom  ho  often  protected  by  his  prayers, 
and  among  those  that  camo  to  receive  his  instructions 
was  Fingen,  the  martial  king  of  Munster,  and  many  of  the 
dyna-fta  of  that  territory.  It  is  recorded  in  the  acts  of  St. 
Cronan,§  that  St.  Alolua  having  ])ai<l  him  a  visit  at  the 
monastery  of  Scan-ross,  requested  that  he  would  give  him 
tho  sacriKce,  or  Holy  Eucharist,  with  permission  to  take  it 
with  him.  To  this  request  Cronan  consented,  and  Molua 
recommended   his  monastery  to  his  prayers  and  protection. 

•  Life  0.  t  Tr  Th.  p  .174.  t  Vit.  Croii. 

{  "  Vviiit  (Molua)  ad  S-  Oouanutii  tie  Ruil-crcc  jrt/cn/en  tune  in  eelta  Smrmtf 
et  |KMtuUvit  a,\>  eo  Saerijiciiin^  qlKxl  Kcnui  imrtaret  ;*ct  d(Nttt  ei  CruuaDos. 
Oui  Lup(liu)i(M<tliLa)  aitt  toctim  reliiuiuo  lucwn  iu«uu,  ut  viun a  {leneouturibua 
dufeudiu.'— Vit.  S.  Cruu. 
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Nor  was  tliifi  a  solitary  iiistanco  of  tliu  niniincr  in  wliich  the 
liloaHcH  Eiic'tinriat  vtm  Hiimrtinies  uivoii  to  lioly  jicrsnns  in  those 
early  times;  nnnivrous  similar  fiicts  stnml  rvconlcd  in  our 
ecclesiastical  nniinls,  nntl  in  tlie  iijiostolical  ajje  it  was  not  nn- 
UHual  w^lh  holy  preliitex  to  send  the  lilesreil  Saeniment  to  each 
other  ns  a  token  of  brotherly  love,  and  us  a  mark  of  Catholic 
communion.*  St.  Cronan,  after  a  life  of  labour  and  of  great 
sanctity,  died  on  the  2)*th  of  A|>ril,  ad.  U20. 

St.  Adban  was  of  the  illustrious  hou.so  of  llna-Cormac,  in 
Leinstcr,  and  nephew  of  St.  Kevin  of  Olendaloch.  His  first 
establishment  was  at  R"S-mie-treoin,t  or  Old  Ross,  in  the 
county  of  Wexford,  whero  he  presiiled  as  abbot  about  the 
close  of  the  sixth  century.  His  ardcnt.;(eal  for  the  salvation 
of  souls,  and  his  anxiety  to  ]>romotc  monastic  discipline,  soon 
calleil  him  from  his  favourite  retreat;  and  ho  is  said  to  have 
visited  n  considi.-rable  part  of  Ireland,  preaching  in  the  town* 
and  villages,  formiuf;  religious  communities,  and  laying  the 
founilations  nf  new  establishments.  Among  these  religious 
instittilions,  the  following  ara  mentioned  by  the  authors  of  liiii 
life;  Caun-oss,  Fion-magh,  l)ruim-chain-ccl|iaigh,  Maghar- 
Noidlie,  and  Discrt-Cheanan,  in  lly-Kinselagh,  county  of  Wex- 
ford; Kill-Ablmn,  in  Meath;  Kilf-achaid-conchinn,  in  Kerry; 
Kill-cruimthir,  in  the  county  of  Cork;  Kill-na-marbham,  near 
Michelstown,  county  Coik;  Cluain-ard-Mobecoc,  in  Muskerry, 
county  of  Cork;  Cluaiii-Kingla.'-s,  in  the  same  county;  Cluain- 
ciin-bruin,  in  the  plain  of  Feniin,  between  Casliel  and  Clonmel ; 
Kill-Abbau,  in  the  county  of  Louth;  three  monasteries  in  the 
plain  of  Magh-elle,  in  the  county  of  Galway;  and  two  nun- 
neries, namely,  Borneach,  now  Ballyvourncy,  near  Macroomj), 
ill  the  county  of  Cork ;  and  Kill-ailblie,  in  the  county  of  Mcatli, 
which  ho  eoiniiiitted  to  the  care  of  St,  S  neha.J 

This  great  saint,  after  years  of  ditliculties  almost  insur- 
mountable, returned  to  lly-Klnselagh,  bis  native  country, 
and  foiiniled  his  last  establishment  at  Maghnrnoiilho,  (Maud- 
lintoii)  near  the  site  on  which  the  town  of  Wexford  stands. { 
Here  St.  Abban  S|ient  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  praver, 
contemplatinii,  and  retirement,  lie  died  on  the  27th  of  Octolier, 
and  about  tlie  year  (iDO.  ^ 

St.  I'liLciiKBius  or  Mociioemoc,  was  of  the  Nandesii  sept,  by 
his  mother  Nessa;  the  name  of  his  father  was  lieon,  a  native 
of  Clonmacni»,  in  Coiiiiaught.  Ho  was  born  in  Hy-Conall- 
Gaura,  in  the  county  of  Limerick,  about  the  year  550,  and 

•  See  Kii-iebiiui,  tliKt  Ecol.  I.  «.         t  Abb«D'l  Life,  o.  20 ;  Vit.  S.  Moluk. 
;  Lifu,  u.  25 ;  AA.  MS.>.  a-iS.  i  ArcbcUll  AdJeuda,  etc. 
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when  Ji>nnn  win  |>ln('U(l  iiiidor  llie  care  of  St.  Comgall  of 
Itan^for.  Iloinj,'  properly  qiialitii'cl,  Mocliociiioc  ri'|Niirecl  from 
this  atistcro  retroat  to  liiit  own  coiiiUrv,  and  was  woll  reccivod 
by  tlio  cliii'fUin  Ele  (Kly  O'Carrol),  wlio  ott'creit  liiiii  liia  own 
ri-sidenco  for  tlio  ptir|)oiio  of  uonrorting  it  into  a  inonustory. 
Tills  oUcr  tlio  saint  declined,  anil  being  resolveil  to  shut  liiiii- 
scir  out  from  the  interconrne  of  men,  he  fi.xcil  ii|H>n  a  loiiusoiiie 
spot  in  the  heart  of  a  forest  named  Laithmoro,  in  the  present 
Kinjf's  Cotinty.*  Here  Moehoenioc  apent  years  of  rigiiroiis 
discipline,  an<l  trained  iiii  a  numerous  body  of  disciples  in  tliu 
duties  anil  oliserva|icc  of  a  spiritual  life;  many  of  these  eminent 
men  were  afterwards  the  founders  of  other  institutions,  amoii)^ 
whom  was  the  celebrated  St.  Dauan.  Several  miracles  are 
attributed  to  St.  Mocboemoc,  and  by  his  sanctity  and  labours, 
that  which  was  once  an  uninhabited  ami  frightful  forest, 
bciaine,  in  the  course  of  some  years,  populous  and  celebrated, 
and  the  far-famed  resilience  of  scholars  and  saints.  St.  Mo- 
cboemoc lived  to  a  graat  ago,  and  died  on  the  13tl>  of  March, 
l.D.  (i5l> 

St.  Ailkban,  sumamed  the  Wite,  was  distinguished  for 
his  learning  and  various  writings,  and  is  generally  supposed 
to  lie  the  priest  Airendanus,  mentioned  in  the  tliird  class  of 
Irish  saints.  He  presided  for  many  years  as  chief  professor 
over  the  school  of^  Cloiiard,  where  he  composed  a  lite  of  St. 
Patrick ;  also  the  acts  of  St.  Fechin  of  Koro;  a  treatise  on  the 
virtues  of  St.  Hrigid,  and  an  allegorical  exposition  of  the 
genealogy  of  Christ,  which  has  been  published  among  the 
i'olleelimea  Sacra  of  Kleming-t  Sedulius,  in  his  notes  on  the 
(ios|)el  of  St.  Matthew,  lias  given  insertion  to  this  tract,  to 
which  ho  bos  prefixed  the  following  complimentary  scholium. 
"  Here  begins  the  typical  and  tropological  knowledge  of 
Christ,  exiilained  by  St.  Aileran,  the  wisest  of  the  !icoltuh 
nation."  When  very  old,  be  published  his  three  books  "  I>e 
mifabitibtit  Saera  Scripturie ;"  forming  a  learned  abridgment 
of  flic  history  of  the  Bible,  intermixed  with  a  variety  of 
theological  and  philosophical  dls{[uisilioiis,  tending  to  elucidate 
the  diificulties  that  may  occur.}  The  first  book  contains  that 
port  of  sacred  hiatory  recorded  in  the  Pentateuch;  the  second 
comprises  the  rcmamdcr  of  the  Itible,  and  in  the  third,  the 
cvonta  of  tho  New  Tcstoinent  are  substantially  epitomized. 
The  time  of  St.  Aileran's  death  is  not  recorded,  Lut  was,  most 
probably,  about  the  year  64(K  ■»-• 

Si.    MoNCii™   or    Mancuin,    sumamed    the  Wise,  was   a 
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ileacoiiilaiil  of  ('oriniic  Cat,  king  of  Miinster,  mid  for  learsin^<  • 
mill  aiinctity  wim  liuKt  in  great  veneratinii  tlirnimliiiut  tlio  ter- 
ritory of  Tlioinoiui.*  It  U,  indeed,  a  diflirult  tiisk,  to  reconcile 
the  viirioiiH  <i|iiniiinH  wliicli  linvii  Im-oii  advanced  relativo  to  the 
occli;iiiiistic;il  riink  of  thin  eminent  miiiit.  Accr>riliiij»  to  Ware, 
hu  was  the  fii-st  bishn|i  whu  (ircsidcd  over  tlie  see  of  Limerick; 
while  othent,  with  moru  priilmhilily,  rank  him  anions  the 
nhlmtn  of  Mono-drochit  (now  Mumlrcliiil),  in  the  |ircaeiit 
Imroiiy  of  ll|i|)er  Ossory.  Tiiu  former  opiniini  is  uroimdeil 
on  a  genealogical  hagiology,  in  which  five  eccleainstics  of  that 
name  are  nienlioiied.  Neverlhehrss,  in  all  our  ancient  cnlcn- 
dan,  the  title  of  bisho|i  cannot  be  round  annexed  to  them.  It 
may  likewise  be  |iro|H>r  to  remark,  that  the  naiiie  <if  any  one  of 
Ilia  micceKssnm  has  not  been  ascertained,  nor  is  there  nienlioii 
made  of  any  future  bishop  in  the  see  of  Limerick,  until  the 
time  of  Uilbert,  at  the  commencement  of  the  twelfth  century .f 
St.  Munchen  was  certainly  the  foiinder  of  several  religions 
houses,  and  having  been  e\ce<'diiigly  venerated  for  his  learning, 
us  well  as  for  his  sanctity,  it  is  highly  probable  that  several 
churches  hail  been  dedicated  to  his  memory  in  the  district  of 
Thomonil;  aiuon^  which  the  church  in  Liiricriek  was  par- 
ticularly distinguished.  O'llalloraii  represents  Munchen  as 
bishop  of  Limerick,  ami  actually  oHiciating  there  soon  after 
the  arrival  of  St.  I'litrick  in  Ireland  j  and  lusscrts,  moreover, 
that  he  Imil  been  the  founder  and  lii'st  abbot  of  the  nionastery 
of  Muingharid  (.Mungret)  iie;ir  Linu-rii-k.}  This,  however, 
is  ateiiiere  unauthorised  assertion,  repu;>nant  to  historical  evi- 
dence, iind  involving  u  downright  pu)>able  anachronism.  In 
St.  I'atrick's  time,  there  was  neither  a  town  ixn'  a  monastery  in 
the  place  where  the  city  of  Limerick  now  stands;  and  as  to  the 
abbey  of  Aiungret,  all  our  ancient  annuls  mention  'iit.  Nessin 
as  its  first  aliliot,  about  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century.  St. 
Munchen  died  on  the  2nd  of  January,  a.d.  652. § 

CuMMiAN,  the  aiith'ir  of  the  celebrated  I'aschal  epistle 
to  Segcnius,  abbot  of  Hy,  was  a  native  of  licuth-Mogha,  or 
southern  half  of  Ireland,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
inonastery  of  Uurrogh.  This  learned  writer  was  a  meuiherof 
the  Cidumbion  institute, and  at  the  time  in  which  that  1'ai.clial 
treatise  was  publishcil,  he  ap|icars  to  luivu  been  stationed  in 
the  monastery  of  Uisurt-chuiiuin,  now  Kilcummiii,  in  the 
King's  County.!  The  pioceediiigs  of  the  Synoil  of  Leighlin, 
ill  which  the  Uouiaii  cycle  had  been  received,  met  with  a  firm 
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•uppnrlcr  ill  the  person  of  tliia  eminent  man.  lie  provnilcd 
iin  Ilia  liretlircn  in  Uurrci);li  ui  enter  into  liin  vien's  on  tlio 
aulijeol,  mill  nt  len);th  siio'ecileil  in  making  it  tlio  standini; 
rule  of  all  the  Colniiibinn  entahlitlinienta  in  tlint  piirt  of  Ircl.incl. 
Tliia  interference  called  forth  various  renioiistriinces  from  tlio 
alibot  of  lly,  and  from  tlio  heads  of  other  houses;  on  which 
occasion,  Cummian  coni|H>aed  a  treatise  replete  with  learning 
and  deep  rewarch,  which  ho  addrea8e<l  in  tlio  shape  of  an 
epistle  to  Segeniiis  and  the  rest  of  his  lircthren,  both  in  Ireland 
and  the  Hebrides,  lie  commences  this  work  by  declaring;  that 
he  had  not  given  any  decisive  opinion  on  that  subject,  without 
having  previously  prepared  himself  by  long  and  intense  study. 
lie  then  adduces  a  copious  collection  of  passages  from  sacred 
nrit,  a  variety  of  facts  from  ecclesiastical  history,  and  a  number 
of  quotations  from  iho  Fathers,  both  Greek  and  Latin,  and 
narticularly  from  Origen,  St.  Cyprian,  St.  Aiigiistin,  St.  Jerome, 
St.  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  and  St.  Gregory  the  Groat.  The 
iiKluiry  ivhicli  he  has  made  into  the  various  cycles  of  the  Jews, 
Greeks,  Latins,  and  Kgyptiaiis,  and  the  precision  with  which 
ho  has  analysed  anil  reviewed  the  several  systems  of  this 
intricate  computation,  prove  him  to  have  been  a  man  of  im- 
mense research  and  a  profound  scientific  scholar.  lie  sums  up 
all  by  an  appeal  to  the  authority  and  unity  of  the  Church, 
and  thus  cnncliides:*  "Can  anything  be  perceived  more  per- 
nicious to  tho  mother  Church,  more  destructive  to  religion,  or 
more  iiiijnstifmbly  alwiird  than  to  say.  Koine  errs,  Jerusalem 
errs,  Alexandria  errs,  Aiilioch  eiTs,  the  whole  world  errs — tho 
Scots  and  liritoiis  alone  are  right?"  Notwithstnnding  theisolid 
erudition  and  powerful  reasoning  embodied  in  this  work,  tho 
Columbian  fathers  still  tenaciously  adhered  to  the  ancient 
I'asclial  system,  nor  was  tho  Alexundriiie  or  Dionvsinn  rule 
allowed  to  be  introduced  into  their  eslablishinents  in  Ulster 
until  the  visitation  of  the  learned  Adamnan,  in  the  eighth 
century.  Cummian  was  likewise  the  author  of  other  valuable 
works,  among  which  should  be  noticed  his  tract  entitled,  "  Ut 
I'anilentiiirum  Memiira"  a  learned  epitome  of  the  ancient 
|)enilciilial  canons.  This  treatise  was  afterwards  found  in  tho 
monastery  of  St.  Gall,  with  the  name  of  the  abbot  Cummian 
of  Scotin  or  Ireland  prefixed.  It  was  published  by  Sirin,  and 
re-published  in  the  edition  of  the  liiblivtheca  I'atnim  at  Lyons 
in  lti77.  To  this  day  it  remains  a  valuable  document  of 
antiquity;  proving  beyond  question,  the  divine  institution 
of   sacramciilid  confcsaion   with    the  penances  enjoined,   the 
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Mcrilicc  of  tint  Muim,  pniypm  for  the  dead,  celibacy  of  tho 
cl<'r)>y,  anil  many  otlipr  iiointa  of  fiiitli  iind  disciplino  which 
the  Cutholic  (^iiurch  ulwnyii  did  nnd  ever  will  continue  to  hold. 
Cuniniiuii  <licd  on  tli«  2nd  of  Dcconihcr,  ad.  (ili2, 

St.  Kkciiin  of  Fore  wan  lineally  descendi^d  from  the  ccle- 
liratcd  Con  of  the  Hundred  ItuttlcH.  iinil  wiih  Imrn  in  tho  hnrony 
of  Leney,  in  tho  county  of  Sli;;o  *  ll^ivin);  completed  his 
•tudies  uniter  St.  Niithi  of  A^honry,  iind  beiu);  rniful  to  tho 
nrieslhoodi^Fechin  retired  to  a  pincu  calleil  Kol>liur,  now  Koro, 
in  tho  county  of  VVcstmcath.  Notwithstanding;  the  progress 
which  the  Gospel  hnd  already  nm<le  over  Ireland,  soma  rem- 
nanta  of  piigan  immorality  hail  vtill  been  aufl'cred  to  remain  in 
this  icquetitered  territory.  An  anxious  desire  to  reform  then 
pcoplo  was  the  princiiuil  motive  which  induced  the  saint  to 

Jroceed  »mon);st  thuni.  Assistc<l  by  a  few  disciples,  he  soon 
ouniftd  a  religious  establishment,  and  by  his  preaching  an<l 
example,  the  inhabitants  were  n|>eeililv  reclaimed,  while  many 
ot  them  became  strict  followers  of  In's  institute.  The  saint 
•nd  his  community  met  at  iirat  with  much  opposition,  and 
were  reduceil  to  the  greatest  distress,  but  were  relieved  by  tho 
generosity  of  (iunire,  king  of  Connaught,  and  other  neigh- 
bouring benefactors.  Fechin  had  great  influence  with  the 
kings  and  princ(>s  of  hi^k^ime,  of  which  ho  made  frequent  use, 
cither  in  reconciling  the  disputes  of  contending  parties,  or  in 
relieving  the  distressed.  When  Doinnald  11,  king  of  Ireland, 
had  marched  at  the  head  of  a  powerl'iil  army  into  the  country 
of  the  Southern  Niulls,  for  the  pnrpnso  of  marking  the  limits 
of  their  territory,  tho  inhabitants,  ilrcading  the  probable  con- 
lequences,  applied  to  the  saint,  nnd  by  his  mediation,  Domnald 
was  prevailed  upon  to  desist  from  his  nniicrtaking,  and  became 
reconciled  to  these  southern  tributary  clans. t  Solitude  was 
that  in  which  the  saint  felt  jiarticular  delight,  while  his  life 
was  one  continned  series  of  the  moat  rigorous  |>enance.  He 
was  tlio  founder  of  several  other  monasteries,  among  which 
were  Cong,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  nnd  Iminagh,  on  tiie coast 
of  Galway.  St.  Fechin  died  on  the  20th  of  January,  a.d.  66.'), 
of  llio  |X!8tilcnco  which  then  raged  all  over  Irelan<l.  Fore 
was  called  lliiile-Lenbhair,^  or  tiio  town  of  books,  and  its 
Bchools  were  held  in  the  highest  reputation.  Some  of  its 
abbots  were  bisho]is ;  but  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  at 
any  period  a  regular  episcopal  see.§ 

Ilavkig  now  presented  to  the  reader  a  general  outline  of  th« 
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• 
l('ii(liii({  liistoiical  events  of  tliB  »evoiilIi  century,  the  first  fiict 
which  niiiHt  strike  our  nttcntion  is  that  of  the  f'liaohal  contro- 
versy; aml^lthou^h  it  be  in  itself  a  mere  Question  of  discip- 
line, yet,  conaidcreil  in  its  consequences,  it  liceomcs  a  matter 
of  hinh  importance,  and  prepiunt  with  the  most  inture8tin)( 
results.  In  the  infancy  of  tlie  Church  of  Ireland,  the  timo 
for  cclcbirating  tlie  I'aschal  solemnity  was  dctermiued  by  a 
method  of  calculation  iiilrodnccd  by  St.  Patrick,  and  handed 
down  by  our  forcfatliera  with  j^rcat  revcronco  and  care,  from 
one  (fonenitiou  to  another.  After  tho  liipac  of  about  two  cen- 
turies, an  attempt  was  maile,  for  tho  fir.st  time,  to  alter  this 
ancient  iliKciplinnrv  usa);e ;  a  new  rule  or  mode  of  solution 
Was  proposeil ;  notliiii]{  more  than  disciplinu  was  contemplated  ; 
and  yet  on  its  very  introduction,  both  clergy  and  laity  rose  up 
and  declaimed  against  it;  nor  would  they  consent  to  receive 
even  this  I'lUichal  system,  until  they  had  been  convinced  that 
no  infringement  on  Catholic  doctrine  was  intended,  and  that 
the  unity  of  a  public  rite  absolutely  required  their  unanimous -v./ 
adhesion.  Itut  what,  wo  may  ask,  would  have  been  the  consc> 
uucncc  should  any  doctrinal  innovation  liavo  been  attempted? 
Tliis,  indeed,  would  be  acci^panied  by  a  reclamation  and  a 
resistance  too  h)U<l  lo  bi^  snpponsed — too  powerful  to  bo  sub- 
dued. Again,  history  has  furnisheit  us  with  an  acu\irato  and 
a  complete  detail  of  all  the  circunistances  connected  with  this 
lincicnt  controvci'sy  of  llio  Paschal  computation.  We  know 
that  the  now  or  Alexandrine  cycle  was  introiUiced  into  Ireland 
in  the  seventh  (;entury ;  we  know  the  persons  by  whom  it  was 
introduced;  the  causes  of  its  introduction;  the  disputations 
which  it  occasioned  ;  the  meetings  and  the  synods  in  which  it 
Mas  discussed ;  in  shhrt,  we  are  acquainted  with  its  whole  his- 
tiiry.  Such  being  the  undoubtfcd  fact,  it  is  most  certain  that, 
had  any  attempt  been  made  to  iutroiluco  novel  points  of  belief 
or  to  corrupt  tlic  ancient  (uith  of  Ireland,  the  same  meiliuni 
of  history  would  have  transn\ilted  to  us  a  full  and  faithful 
account  of  so  public  and  momentous  an  ev*it.  Now,  if  this 
nasonihg,  this  language  of  connuou  sense  holib  good  with 
rns[K>ct  to  Ireland,  most  assuredly  it  acquires  adilitiNnal  weight 
vhen  ajiplied  to  the  Universal  Church  of  Ohi^st;  ancUieuce  it 
is,  that  although  it  has  often  been  asked,  when,  where,  or  by 
wliHUi  had  any  ({(Tctrinal  error  been  introduced  into  tho 
Church,  the  question,  though  re|>eated,  has  never  yet  been 
answered.  Hut  the  discussion  of  the  Paschal  cycle  has  been  * 
atteiuled  with  other  beneficial  etl'ects.  It  lias  brouglit  forth 
some  able  productions  from  tho  gredt  men  of  those  ancient 
times — from  the  I'uunderi  of  the  Irish  Cliurch;  and  by  means 
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(if  wlilcli,  wo  became  at  uiicu  ac(|uaiiitail  with  llic  belief  of 
uiir  furefuthura  in  tliuHO  iluys  An  ubnnduncc  of  similar  evi- 
dence cuultl  be  iiruUuced  in  every  age;  while,  we  repeat  it, 
the  great  nr^umunt  uf  preHcriptinn — that  tent  uf  truth  and 
end  of  reli>;iun»  controveny— nc(|uire9  udditionul  force  from 
the  oventii  iind  diiicu!»ions  of  tiie  Church  of  Ireland  during 
the  Kcvcntli  century. 

The  high  chnrauter  which  in  those  day>  unr  country  main- 
tained for  learning,  liolineHii,  and  hotpikility,  i%  another  fact 
well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  reader.  llude  and  other 
ancient  writers  tentify  timt  the  llteratnre  anil  religious  spirit 
uf  the  Iriali  |ieuplo  became  in  this  age  proverbial;  and  men 
from  all  nations  visited  our  shores  in  quent  of  science  and  the 
knowleilge  of  heavenly  (rnth.  Among  this  number  wo  find 
crowds  of  Ilritons,  who,  being  almost  destitute  of  education  at 
homo,  were  glud  to  come  and  receive  it  iiraliiiUmtty  in  Ireland. 
The  acts  of  many  of  these  eminent  men  have  been  honourahly 
recorded  in  our  annuls;  and  while  we  appreciate  the  labours 
of  lluwahl  in  Saxony,  and  of  Kgbert,  Willibrord,  ViekWet, 
and  others  in  Krieslaml,  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  Irt,-land 
was  the  nursery  in  whicli  these  distinguished  Dritons  had  been  • 
educated  and  i|ua|ine<l  for  the  arduous  duties  of  those  interest- 
ing missions.  In  after  times,  when  the  sword  was  drawn,  and 
Ireland  hud  to  pass  through  the  crucible — when  by  desiwtic 
enactments  and  the  terrors  of  the  gibbet,  the  Irish  student, 
shut  out  from  the  chance  of  education  in  bis  own  countrv, 
was  com|>elled  to  lake  refuge  in  a  foreign  land,  France,  the 
Netherlands, Spain,  Italy — all  embraced  the  exiled  Irish  eicle- 
siastic— felt  for  his  wi'ongs,  sheltered  him  from  his  oppressors, 
and  gave  him  education,  freely  and  niuiiillcently,  as  his 
forefathers  had  once  dona  towards  strangers  from  the  most 
distant  parts  of  Kuroiw. 

The  inestimable  laoours  of  St.  Aidan,  the  apostle  of  Nor- 
thuinburland,  and  the  e(|ually  eventful  missions  of  Finan  and 
Colman,  bis  snccessbrs,  would  supply  matter  for  still  more 
amplu  commentary;  these  missions,  Iiowever,  in  conjunction 
with  others,  shall  form  the  heads  of  a  distinct  subject,  and 
shall  in  their  proi)cr  place  bo  ag;iin  presented  to  the  reader's 
consideration.    ' 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Temiinlition  nf  the  Psw^hiil  (Tontmvrtray — Qiiratinn  on  Uie  Buhjovt  of  the 
Toiittitro  ili'ci'lfMl- Itcli^iiiiiKMiiint  uf  the  Irwh  in  thiit  aK«— 'I'ho  inuimrrh 
Plaht>rtai:h'TurlfiU)j;h,  priiiru  of  ThoiiKiud- -i'ho  liihnhitiiilsnf  K-i'lnn<l  and 
of  thv  Orkiioyn  cfinVfH^'tl  I>y  Irishmen  -l*ri>KrOsa  of  onr  MiMtonaritH  in 
vahona  |»artJ)  of  Kun>l'»»-  llintory  of  St.  \'irKthuR — of  Ht  KunioM— of 
( 'Irmcnji  atiil  Atliinlin—  the  (>«tniou  or  L>alii.«  nuUie  their  first  apiwaranoe  on 
the  coatt  of  Iraiaiiii. 

Fbom  the  historical  events  of  the  preceding  ccntnrica,  the 
state  of  tliu  Irish  Chiircli  nt  thia  (iciiod  niny  be  readily  col- 
lected. Ita  hierurchy  lind  hvcn  orgaiiiiiud — the  c|>i8C0|nl  sees 
of  the  m-fsent  day  were,  with  few  exi'i'|itions,  founded;  while 
tlio  ccclfsiiiatical  onlora  wore  composed  of  men,  professionally 
leiiriivd,  /.caloux,  anil  uliovo  all,  disonjjjngcd  from  the  wealtli 
and  lilcusiirea  of  thia  world.  Meanwhile,  the  literary  retreats 
of  the  sixth  and  seventh  centuries  were,  as  usual,  frequented 
by  foreigners,  and  were  conducted  on  a  scale  more  ample  and 
splendid  than  ever.  For  this  reason  it  ia,  that  in  the  eichth 
century  very  few  schools  of  nn  extensive  dcacrii)tion  lind  been 
founiled ;  the  ancient  establishments  were  considered  aulhcient, 
and  hence  the  arrangement  of  this  chapter  shall,  in  this  respect, 
vary  from  that  of 'some  of  the  preceding  onea. 

The  controversy  relative  to  the  I'asciial  cycle  gave  rise  to 
considerable  discussion  during  the  last  century;  principles 
had  been  advanced  on  both  sides  of  the  (juestion,  the  result 
of  which  was,  that  in  the  south  of  Ireland  the  Roman  Paschal 
computation  had  been  adopte<l,  Avhile  in  the  north,  together 
with  a  great  portion  of  lA'inster  and  Connaught,  tlio  ancient 
Irish  cycle  was  still  retained.  This  discrepancy,  although  it 
could  not  allect  Catholic  faith,  was,  ncverthckss,  a  floating 
s]K-ck  upon  the  bright  surface  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  To 
remove  it,  was  a  task  inidertaken  by  many,  but  executed  by 
none;  one  obstacle  having  been  put  out  of  the  way,  served 
only  to  make  ruQin  for  another;  it  was  considered  by  some  as 
a  work  insurmountable:  to  all  it  appeared  extremely  ditficult; 
and  it  was  at  length  accomplished  by  Adauinan,  tlie  learned 
abbot  of  Ily,  nbout  the  year  703.  It  hap|X!ned  that  Adamuan 
had,  in  the  year  702,  been  deputed  by  his  countrymen  to  pro- 
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eocil  to  AlfriJ,  kiiiKorNurtliiiiiiWlHnd;  during;  wliicli  visit,  he 
Iwi'iiine  nr<|iiuiiitn(l  with  tlio  alibut  Ce<>lfiiil,  iinil  with  several 
otlior  eiiiineiit  (lersuiiii,  wliu  felt  n  dmiro  to  see  tliis  ((uostion 
aiiiirnbly  (locidtHl.  Adaiiiimn  buiiiffainan  of  f^rvat  ox|H3riunce, ,  . 
uiul  lamenting  the  cnnfllot  of  opinion  wliich  thin  controversy  ' 
liiid  occasioned,  liatenoil  witli  attention  to  tlie  arf;unients  of 
thoHO  ecclesiastics;  Iii8  former  views  of  the  Huhji'<a  were  soon 
withdrawn ;  all  these  lie  was  willing;  to  sacrifice  on  the  common 
altur  of  unity ;  and  he  at  length  eonnonted  (o  ailupt  the  Uoinan, 
or  rather  the  Alexandrine  cycle,  with  the  Kusehian  revision 
■nd  amendments.  Adiunnaii  promised,  moreover,  to  use  his 
influence  in  having  it  received  as  the  perm.inent  and  exclusive 
calculation  of  the  I'ascli  throuuhont  the  north  of  Ireland ;  in 
whii'li  undertaking  lie  finally,  but  with  diHieulty,  sncceedml. 
In  the  year  after,  about  703,  he  sailed  for  Ireland,  and  having 
reached  the  north,  this  great  man  did  nil  in  his  |iower,  liy 
authority  and  argument,  to  bring  over  his  countrymen  to  the 
opinion  which  he  had  already  formed  on  this  then  interesting 
subject*  Ills  iirlncipat  arguments  referred  to  the  source 
from  nliieh  this  disciplinary  unage  had  emanated;  to  its  uni- 
versality, it  being  now  the  universally  received  rule  of  discip- 
line over  the  Christian  world,  and  to  the  important  connection 
which  sulisistcil  between  it  anil  the  other  leixling  festivals  of 
the  year.  The  influenco  which  Adamnan's  joarning  and 
sanctity  had  gained  throughout  the  north,  uililed  dmsiderable 
weight  to  his  arguments;  accordingly  the  prelates,  together 
with  the  heads  of  the  leading  monasteries,  almost  iiistun- 
tanoously  adopted  the  l(oman  niethud  of  culculutioii,  and  thus 
the  mne  rule  of  discipline  ap|>ertaining  to  the  Paschal  festival 
was 'observed  in  every  province  and  in  every  diocese  in  Ire- 
land. Adamiian  remained  in  this  country  until  after, the 
Easter  of  704,  which  he  celebrated  at  the  time  prescribed  by 
the  llomaii  cycle,  and  then  returned  to  his  uiunastery  in  the 
island  of  lly. 

About  thi»  period  the  question  of  the  clerical  tonsure  wSs>»^ 
likewise  deeideii  It  is  certain,  that  until  some  time  in  the 
fifth  century,  there  was  no  |>eculiur  tonsure  in  use  among  the 
clergy.  The  practice  of  it  originated,  most  probably,  with 
some  monks  chieflv  of  the  east,  who  as  a  token  of  re|ientanco, 
generally  appraredwith  tlieirheads  shaved. t  The  (ireek  monks 
w ere  accustomed  to  shave  the  whole  head ;  and  hence  Julian 
the  a|iostate,  « li<i  in  the  reign  of  Constantino  pretendt'd  to  be  a 
monk,  had  his  hair  shorn  according  to  the  monastic  custotn  of 
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tlint  roimtry.  In  other  parts  of  the  cast  thoy  had  tlicir  lieailf 
only  hulr  shnvi'd,  noniethini;  siinihtr  to  thut  pmctisol  hy  the 
lint  iinil  hvcoikI  cWn  of  Irish  aaintx  Thv  va^itorn  tuniuro 
uradunlly  jiaswil  from  the  monks  to  the  secular  clergy ;  but 
in  the  western  chunh  There  was  no  certain  or  determiiic<l 
liirm  |Mi'scribed  until  after  the  I'loae  of  the  fifth  century.* 
Tlie  dill'erenee  between  the  Irish  tonsure  and  that  used  by  the 
Itoinaiis  since  the  time  of  (ire^ory  the  (irent,  consisted  in 
this,  thjit  with  the  Komans  the  crown  of  the  lie.id  was  shorn 
in  form  of  a  circle,  while  the  Irish  shaved  only  the  forepart 
of  the  head,  |ierniitlin);  the  hair  to  fall  behind.  The  sur- 
rounding circle  of  hair  in  the  Konian  tonsure  was,  strictly 
•|>Mikin);,  called  the  coroiiii ;  and  in  its  mystical  sifrnification, 
was  »U]nios<d  to  represent  the  crown  of  thorns  which  liad 
been  placed  on  the  sacred  head  of  the  Kedoemer.  It  is  also 
considered  as  an  endilein  of  the  royalty  of  the  Christian  priest- 
hood t  There  is  no  doubt  but  the  Irish  tonsure  waa  that 
which  the  clergy  of  this  country  had,  in  the  fifth  century,  re- 
ceived from  St  Patrick;  nor  was  it  in  reality  confined  to  Ire- 
land ;  the  semicircular  tonnuro  (as  it  was  called)  had  at  tliat 
period  been  used  in  sevcnd  parts  of  the  east,  and,  generally 
speaking,  throughout  the  west.  St.  Paulinus  of  Nola,  who 
was  a  native  of  Gaul,  ami  wlio  died  in  the  conunencemont  of 
the  filth  century,  speaking  of  the  monks  of  his  time,  says  they 
were  half  tonsured,  having  the  fore|iarts  of  their  heads  shaved: 
"  Scmiltiusi  et  tlinliliilu  fiviile  /lraTa»i,"X  The  fact  is,  St. 
Patrick  had  fnuml  this  jbrui  of  tonsure  used  in  Uaul  and  in 
<ither  places,  and  having  taught  it  to  the  Irish,  it  was  after- 
waril.i  obserNed  with  tliat  scru]>ulous  reverence  which  onr 
forefathers  always  paid  to  everything  deli\ered  to  them  by 
that  great  a|)08tle.  At  all  event».lhe  controversy  to  which  it 
gave  rise  continued  for  a  long  ]x.'riod ;  it  was  conducted  with 
niucli  argiinientation  between  onr  Irish  missionaries  in  Nor- 
thuiuberland  and  the  Kiiglish  clergy;  but  from  the  time  in 
which  the  new  cycle  had  been  generally  received  in  Ireland, 
this  ijiiestion  of  the  tonsure  wiis  no  longer  discussed,  and 
wherever  the  Uoinan  Paschal  system  had  been  adopted,  that 
of  the  tonsure  was  received  along  with  it.  It  uflords,  how- 
ever, another  convincing  |>roof  of  the  moral  iuipossibilitv 
of  introducing  any  new  ilogma,  or  of  corrupting  the  faith 
which  had  been  preached  and  triumphantly  planted  in 
Irelanil. 
The  precepts  and  maxims  of  the  Uosjwl  produced  in  this 
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renliiry  a  sirikirif;  cfTpct  on  tliu  tnimla  and  nctinna  not  only 
of  the  |iou|ilo  in  uent-ral,  but  aUn  uf  tlii>  |it'incoa  aiul  riilen  of 
tlin  luiiil.  Stnernl  of  our  kin)ra  and  ilynonta,  dUjrusted  with 
tlio  vaiiitiei  of  the  world,  retlrud  allojretlicr  from  tlio  danger- 
una  aceni'H  of  life,  and  emliraccd  tlioMililude  and  auUuritiea  of 
tlie  eloiiitcr.  KInliertaidi,  nionarrli  of  Ireland,  having  cori- 
ipipred  and  xiain  in  liuttle  Kinelh,a  ilcscondant  of  Diermit  II., 
rcaigncil  hia  crown  and  kingdom  in  734,  and  ipcnt  auveral 
yearn  of  groat  ninrliKcation  in  the  nionantt'ry  of  Armagh.* 
I)nring  the  innimhency  of  St.  Colman,  abhot  and  bishop  of 
I.iiiniore,  Tlicodorio  or  Turlough,  king  of  Thomond,  after 
renouncing  the  aplcndnur  of  the  world,  repaired  to  that 
nionantury,  and  rcceiveil  the  religious  habit  from  the  hands  uf 
that  aaint.  Thuodoric  waa  the  son  of  (yathal  And  grandson  of 
Aidua  Coemh,  king  of  Munster.t  Ho  governed  his  kingdom 
with  great  glory  for  nianv  years,  anil  liad  several  children, 
among  whom  was  the  cideuruted  St.  Flannan  of  Killaloe.  At 
till'  lime  in  which  Tlieoiloric  entered  the  establishment  of 
Liamore,  ho  had  nearly  reached  the  75th  year  of  his  age; 
nevertheless,  the  austerities  which  lie  volunfirily  underwent* 
wore  almost  incredible;  and  it  is  related  that  no  employed 
himself  for  a  considerable  time  in  breaking  rocka  ami  making 
a  convenient  roail  to  the  monastery.  This  piona  prince  died 
in  Thomond,  and  waa  buried  in  the  church  of  Killalae,t  of 
which  his  son,  St.  Flannan,  hail  been  the  founder. 

After  the  death  of  Adamnan,  ihejnonks  of  the  monastery 
of  Ily  conlinned  as  attaclnd  us  ever  to  the  Irish  I'aschal 
Hvatem,  until  about  the  year  7H>,  when  Kgbcrt,  a  holy  prieat 
who  liad  received  his  education  in  Ireland,  and  waa  at  the 
time  undertaking  a  mission  to  Kriealuud,  had  paid  a  vi«it  to 
that  cstablisliniont.  Dunchad,,  grandson  of  Conall,§  waa  nt 
that  lime  suiierior  of  Ily,  and.Vin  fact,  of  the  whole  Colum- 
bian Order.  He  paid  great  Jttention  to  ihc  arguments  of 
Kgbcrt,  and  was  ultimately  iialuced  to  receive  the  Uoman 
Paschal  "cycle,  tog»;thor  with  ine  circular  tonsure.  On  this 
subject  Prideau.x  writes:  "  In  Vie  year  71fi,  a  pious  and 
li'arncd  presbyter  of  the  English  wation,  after  having  spent 
iiiiiny  years  completing  his  studios  in  Ireland,  which  at  that 
piriod  was  the  ;>ri'mf  neat  of  Uarninij  in  all  ChritteiuJom, 
coining  from  thence  to  the  inonastcry  of  Hy,  projTOsed  to 

*  that  cumniiinity  tliu  Houmn  Paschal  system,  and  having  better 

I  . 
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■iiccoM   herein   than   Adflmniiii,   ho   brought   thoin   «ll  over 
to  it. '"  • 

Thia  century  la  inarliuil  by  onr  annaliiUi  «a  the  period  in 
which  niir  Irisli  miniiiiinnriea  eiitulilishud  a  knnwloit){p  of  the 
('hriatimi  roliK>oii  in  Iceland,  whicli  iaiand  wna  known  to 
thuni  by  the  name  of  Thulc,  or  Inia-Tliylo.  AniKrini  JoiiaSi 
the  Irolundic  hiatoriiin,  attempt*  to  maintain  that  Iceland 
was  not  inhuhiled  until  the  landing  of  tho  Norwef;iana  in  874. 
Tliia,  however  ia  a  mere  asaertion,  while  the  aamR  writer  ia 
obli);ed  to  admit  that  the  NorwefOuna  hnil,  on  their  arrival  in 
the  iaiand,  fouml  anme  t.icrod  utenaila,  which  hail  been  left 
there  by  Iriali  ChriHiiana.  "  Theao  men,"  ho  observea,  "  the 
ancient  Icelandera  called  Paput,  a  name  which,  in  the  niinda 
of  the  Nortlierna,  aigniKed  CUryymmi."  That  Iceland  waa 
inhabited  prior  to  the  period  mcntioneir  by  Joniu,  and  that 
Iri^di  miiiaionei-a  had  resided  there,  ninat  appear  evident  from 
the  teatimony  of  Am  Mnltineiua  and  other  Icelandiu  writera. 
'I'lieae  atate  that  when  Ingolf,  the  Norwegian,  had  lanilod  in 
Iceland,  the  country  was,  in  a  great  p:irt,  covered  with  forests; 
and  Mulliaeius  adda,  "  that  there  were  Chriatiana  in  it,  whom 
the  Norwegiana  called  I'apus,  and  that  they  afterwards 
(|'.iitted  the  country,  because  tlioy  <lid  not  wish  to  live  with 
heathens;  that  tiiey,  moreover,  had  loft  beliiml  them  Iriah 
booka,  bells,  and  ataffa;  thence  It -is  easy  to  conclude  that 
they  had  been  Irishmen."  Xlio  same  circumstances  arc  men- ' 
tioned  in  the  book  called  I.,aud-Nama-l)oc,  in  which  we  read; 
"  Hefore  Iceland  «a«  inhabited  by  the  Norwegians,  there  had 
been  men  there  nlUiin  these  Nortlierna  called  I'aiiaa,  who 
professed  the  Christian  religion,  and  are  considered  to  have 
ccnno  by  sea  fnmi  the  west;  for  there  were  left  by  them  Irish 
books,  bella,  and  crnokeil  atatt'a;  aeveral  other  things  were 
diacovcred,  whicli  seeuie<)  to  indicate  that  they  had  been  west- 
men.  These  articles  were  fonnd  in  I'apoya,  towards  the  east 
of  the  island,  and  in  rapyli.'t  T'"-'  probability,  therefore, 
is,  that  on  the  arrival  of  the  Norwegians — who,  besides  being 
invaders,  were,  niore»v*r,  infidels — a  most  violent  persecution 
hail  been  raised  against  the  Christians;  and  this  may  account 
for  the  books,  stalls,  and  sacred  utciiails,  which  had  been 
found  iu  the  island  after  their  dc|)arture.  In  these  northern 
islands,  and  particularly  in  tho  Urkiieya,  arc  to  be  found  a 
groat  number  of  remarkable  ruins,  which  servo  to  point  out-" 
the  ancient  statu  of  religion  iu  those  places,  and  bear  strong 
marks  of  having  been  clerical  or  monastic  projierty.     It  is, 
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lliurt'foro,  an  iiiiiloii)iU<(l  fiot,  tlint  Irinlimpn  hml  •xtenilwl 
thpir  miMiona  M  far  nurtliwiinl  hi  Iei'laii<l,  uiid  lliia,  very  pro- 
\mh\y,  anteriiir  even  tu  tlie  ciKlitli  century.*  Tlirre  la  atill 
itron^cr  authority  for  niuintiiiniuK  that  tliu  Orkneyii  and  tho 
Shetland  Itles  wuru  inilulitiHl  ti>  our  forcfiithvra  fur  the  first 
knowlt'dvo  of  thi!  (iiM|K.-l.     In   truth,  our   Irinh  inUniiuiariet 

1)rcuchc'<l  in  tliiwt  islands  as  i-arly  us  tho  tiniin  of  St.  Colunil)- 
:ill;  and  Dicuil,  who  Hnurishi'<l  lu  tho  close  of  the  eitfhth 
century,  states,  iliat  in  the  IKthlandic,  that  is,  the  Shetland 
Isles,  Irish  licrniits  wore  living  since  about  one  huniiretl  yean 
|irinr  to  tlie  time  in  which  he  had  nriltenf 

The  diameter  of  this  century  for  distinguished  Irish  mi*- 
•ionarios  ccjuals,  if  not  surpasses,  that  of  prccedin/;  time*. 
Anions  thoHC  a|H»ilulical  men  St.  Vihoimis,  hishop  of  Sullz- 
hurg,  has  ju.stly  olitained  a  high  rank.  His  proper  name  was 
Feargil;  and  while  it  is  uncertain  li>  nliat  particular  familv  ho 
belon^'ed,  tl^pre  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  been  of  liif^h 
extraction.}  About  the  year  746  he  repaired  to  France,  where 
lie  was  well  received  by  I'epiii,  who  liad  afterwards  been 
raiseii  to  tlie  throne  of  that  realin.f  V'irgiliiis  soon  after 
proceeded  to  Davarin,  and  was  favoured  by  l'e|)iii  with  a  letter 
of  introduction  to  the  duko  Otilo,  by  whom  the  government 
of  that  territory  was  then  lield.  Here  the  learnini;  and 
unceasing  |ab<uira  of  Virnilius  rendered  his  name  celebrated, 
and  the  assistance  atlbrded  by  the  duke  gave  additional  effect 
to  the  success  of  his  mission.  St.  Uoniface,  archbishop  of 
Mentz,  was  contemporary  with  Viigiliua,  and  eiijoyeil  at  tlie 
time  jurisdiction  over  llavaria,  a.s  well  as  over  many  other 
parts  of  Uermaiiy.  During  tho  incuiiibeiicy  of  Itoniface,  a 
circumstance  occurred  which  might  have  proved  troublesome 
to  Virgllins,  had  not  his  superior  knowleilge  both  of  theology 
and  of  |>liilosopliy  enubleil  lym  to  juiitify  the  o|)inions  which 
ho  held  and  tliu  practice  wnich  ho  rvconiinended.  It  hap- 
pened that  some  priest  in  Virgilius'  district,  nut  having  been 
welF  versed  in  Latin,  liad  administered  tho  sacrament  of 
baptism  n  ith  this  form :  "  Itaptizo  te  in  nomine  I'utria  et  Filia 
et  Spiritiia  Sancta."  Uoniface  maintained  that  such  baptisms 
were  invalid,  and  ordered  Virgilius  to  re-bapiize  these  persons. 
■Virgilius,  on  the  other  hand,  justly  defended  the  validity  of 

*  Diuilil  luflutiuns  that  lio  luul  convorseil  Willi  hevcral  Iriih  |)ne*46,  wbi>  hiul 
lictfii  HtatiuiH-it  ill  lovlnnil.  Kn>ni  hiti  aucount  it  wuiilii  ajt|>car  that  these 
tiiiifiiiniutrios,  aftrr  having  rfiiiauiMl  fur  il  CfrtAiii  time  iii  the  lAhuid,  vivrv 
called  lliiinv  and  inuiH.,Iiatoly  rulivvnd  by  (ithora. 

t  I'wtlior,  ji.  7iy,  MiH.  X  Mt'^Hinghani,  Klorilegiuui. 
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Ilie  li»|>li>ni>,  and  refiinitiK  tu  cuinjily  with  tlio  otden  of 
llunilaou,  wh»  at  lunjjtli  obliged  to  addrvas  a  letter  tu  p<>|>e 
'Awlmry.  'I'liis  niri'cniiiuidfiK'u  teriiiiiiated  in  an  ailnioiiitory 
I'liiiitlo  from  tlia  |hi|h-  to  DonifiK'o,  in  wliicli  liu  ti-lls  him  that 
Ilia  ordura  hid  bt'i-ii  indiaorvol,  and  timt  althou)(h  the  Liutin 
uii'd  by  thf  jiritfst  had  not  Ikkii  correct,  yet  it  iliil  not  hy  any 
means  invalidate  tliu  hacranient,  and  that  cuii>ci|uently  tlie 
|Htn«>iM  nhould  not  lie  ru-lia|iti7.ud.*  | 

While  Viruiliiia  liail  liccn  r»ni|ilutinf;  his  education  in  Ire- 
land, ho  ii  auiil  to  have  |>nid  particular  attention  to  the  study 
ofa^lrdnoniy.  Ilia  sujierior  scientiKo  knowleiluo  often  inclined 
him  to  dencant  on  the  prevailing  a.itronomical  doctrines  of  the 
dav  with  great  freedom  and  candcmr,  and  expcciully  on  that 
relative  to  the  antipodui.  EU|ionsing  the  system  which  he  had 
been  taught  in  liis  own  country,  Virgiliua  defended  the 
ii{ihericitv  of  the  earth,  and  from  thence  deduced  corollaries 
and  scholiums,  which  proved  hy  no  means  agreeable  to  the 
liute  or  opinion  of  those  who  still  ailhered  to  the  unce  admired, 
but  now  explodeil,  hypotboMis  of  the  old  school.  Among  those 
who  considered  the  theory  of  Virgiliua  as  false  and  worse  tlian 
eccentric  was  the  good  Lloniface  Nor  is  the  epithet,  when 
coupled  w  ilh  the  name  of  lionifaco,  misapplied ;  that  prelate 
was  a  gooil  and  a  great  mnn,  hut  following  the  aatronomical 
elements  of  the  age  in  which  ho  lived,  he  felt  sincerely  con- 
virftcd  that  Virgilius  was  wrong,  and  that  his  principles  and 
his  antijKides  should  be  denounced  as  extravagant  and  mis- 
chievous. Accordingly,  Itcmilace  sent  a  connnnnication  to 
Home,  and, among  otjier  things,  accused  V'irgilins  with  having 
maintained,  that  there  were  other  men  living  under  the  earth, 
and  inliubitiiig  a  world  altogether  distinct  from  this.  It  is  not 
Niirprisiiig  that  Zachurv  shouM  consider  tliis  doctrine  both 
novel  an<i  <langerous ;  and  lience,  in  his  reply,  he  is  made  to 
say  that  "  in  case  it  he  proved  that  Virgiliua  had  held  the 
iloctrine  of  their  being  another  world,  and  other  men  under  the 
earth,  a  synod  should  be  coAvened,  and  he  should  be  ex|>ellod 
the  Churcli."t  Virgilius,  however,  having  submitted  a  correct 
explanatifm  of  his  opinion  to  /achary,  was  |ironouncd  orthodox, 
and  a  |ierfect  reconciliation  was  thus  happily  ett'ectcd. 

About  the  year  74H  Virgilius  was  ap|Hiinted  abbot  of  the 
monastery  of  St.  I'eter,  at  Saltzbnrgh;  and  in  750  he  waa  a|>- 
iHiintcd  bishop  of  that  city  hy  mipe  Stephen  II,  I'epin  lutving 
been  at   the  time   king  of  I^rance.t      Virgilius  considered 

•  r».her  E|..  IliU  Syl.  .Vo.  10.  t  I'Mhor  S)L  X.  17. 

^  Mnbilltai  Aunnl.  fi 
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liimsclf  iinwnrlliy  l<i  lip  ruinml  t<>  thin  uxiilli'il  ili^nity,  hikI 
rtmtinnml  for  twn  ynirn  in  lii*  n>fuml,  until  at  luiiglli  lMiiii)( 
jirovnili'il  ii|nin  by  llif  lii«iiii|M  of  llio  proviiice  aiiil  liy  tlii> 
rli-r^v  mill  pi'iiiilo,  Ik<  miliiiiillcd  lu  llio  n|i|i(iirilim>nt.  The 
nccniiiils  which  Orrninii  writcni  ^ivc  umif  tho  ^imiI  iiikI  liiliiiun 
iif  Viritiliiia  iiHur  hiii<'<>iiM'criitiiiii,  liospcuk  tliv  vigihiiu'o  of  tho 
pr<'lulc  mill  thti  luinclity  of  ihc  suint  Hit  ('iiiisvrmti-il  a  hiuih'r 
III  lliut  I'ily  ill  hiiiiiir  iif  Ht.  Sti'plu-n,  iHmiiliii  the  vuh'bratoil 
Hbliiiy  iif  Ottin;;!!,  »hk'h  In-  foiinili'it.  Vii'{;iliiia  iilaii  r>'|>nirc>il 
till'  niuiiiMiery  in  which  ha  hail  lipcn  uhbiil,  anil  ciiliirKcil  thu 
Hlilx'y  of  St.  Miixiuiiliiin  unil  iitlier  ■•Maliliiihinonfai,  Mia  srciit 
itnil  chiuf  wurk  wai  thu  biinilic  whii'li  ho  fnnniloil  unit  ilodi- 
cati'il  In  tho  nnmc  of  8t.  Uii|H.'rt,  iiiiil  aflvr  huvinf;  trunaluloil 
thtro  the  rciiiaiiia  of  lliv  iiuint,  lie  con«litiitiMl  it  tho  ralhcdrul. 
Kiiriuitiia,  the  Sclavoniiin,  iluke  of  C'liriiithia,  anil  Chi'ltniar, 
Ilia  roiiain,  wi-ru  both  vunviTtvil  and  liii|>ti/.ud  by  Vifffiliua; 
and  from  iho  inlcrcul  which  thu  aaint  timk  in  tho  welfare  of 
the  Curiiitliian  •hnrch,  and  lliu  iininber  of  iniaaiiinaiieH  with 
wliii'h  hu  had  au|i|ilied  it,  ho  una  ainaya  consiiU'ivd  and 
ia  jiiatly  atylod  ila  a|»>iitli>.  Aflt>r  a  iiinat  useful  and  holy  life, 
Virjjiliua  died  at  Saltnlmrj^h,  on  tho  27th  of  Novoiiiher, 
i.D  7K5.*  A  iliaconrHo  on  the  aiitipodea,  and  several  other 
tract",  aru  atlributi'd  to  hini.t  and  he  ia  to  thia  day  liild  in  the 
hi^hcat  veneration  aa  putron  of  Saltzburgh  and  apoatlo  of 
Carinlhia. 

St.  UdhoMi,  the  illu^lrinna  apoatlu  of  Meehliii,  flauri.ilicd 
about  the  iniddlu  of  the  eighth  century.  Acc9rdiiig  to  tho 
Lalvran  Hreviary  and  Chronicles  of  the  Church  of  Alechliii 
"he  waa  of  the  royal  honso  of  Irelniul,  and,  by  riulit  of  aiic- 
ceaaion,  heir  to  a  throne."  After  having;  embraced  the  cccle- 
aiaaticid  alato,  Ida  taleiila  and  aanctity  had  anon  become  con- 
apiciioua,  and  he  wa.n  rained  to  the  epiaco|iacy.  Some  writers 
have  maintained  that  he  had  preaided  over  the  aoc  of  Dublin ; 
this  opinion,  however,  cannot  bo  enaily  reniiieiled  with  tho 
Biithenticatoil  rworda  of  that  church  X^  lliimnid,  intlumeil  with 
a  deairo  to  viail  the  toniba  of  tho  A|>osth'a,  re|uured  tu  Uoiiic, 
and  liorc,  it  ia  said,  he  waa  ailmoni»lieil  in  a  viaiou  to  direct  hia 
courao  back  to  tho  we»t.§     Accordingly,  after  liavinj^  obtained 

•  llo  in  tiHini.>tl  l»y  tho  tJi'niiaii  writers  "a  man  tlw  most  Iparnoil  aniung 
ilu'  luaria'il."     Ali:tuu  in  Iiih  eru-oiitiiimti  on  St  Vir^iliim  Uhh  tlluw  UuiM : 

Kgn-^iiiH  |>i;r.-.ul  iiu-ritiu  et  moriliua  albiu, 

I'mtiilit  ill  liivt'in  i)iietn  m.itiT  llibomia, 

Iiihtitiiit,  >!' viiib,  nutrivit, 

SwI  |wrfj4riiia  (ittfiiK,-  — 

Vir  (liiia  ft  iiniilfili,  itiilli  liii-'t«t«  wlcaniliw. 
t  W»i»,  Write™.  t  Ijci'  tout,  xi  c.  1.  i  Brev  lit 
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tli«  IM>p«'i  beiioilu'linii,  lie  |iriicov<l(»|  tn  MiM-lilin,  wliord  ho  WM 
rccuivud  in  a  iiuiiiiHtr  tliu  iiiuat  IktUiriiiM  Uy  tliu  Cuuiit  Ado. 
ThJH  I'liuiit  wnn  a  iSTvul  |iiitriiii  nC  ltiiiii<il<l,  niiil  liaviii);  rnveive<l 
■oviTuI  faviiiirii  tliriiiiuh  llic  iiniyurn  uf  llw  auint,  li<>  iii  );roti- 
tiiilo  prvHiiiUiil  liiiii  witli  It  triicl  <>('  ^'nuiiiil  oiilluil  i'lmiu,  <in 
wliii'li  nn  nxU'iuivc  moiiiuti'ry  wiu  am)!!  urc<;tc<l.  Kriiin  tliU 
eiitiililiiiliiiii-iit  St.  KiiiiiiiM  Hup|ilicil  tlint  uml  tli"  noi){lil)i)iiriii;; 
(liittrli'U  with  iiiiuioiiuriiii,  ami  mi  iiiili'rati);nble  wu»  lie  in 
pr<>n('liin)>  tlii'  (iimpi^l,  not  only  at  Miililin  lint  tliroufjli  thu 
iiiljii>-i.-nt  I'onntrv,  lliut  lio  liiu  Ih'imi  jiittly  ntylcd  the  a|H>iitle 
of  tliii  Mccliliniunii.  NiitwiiliHtiinilln);  tliu  ateai  x-rvii'oii  ami 
■niiiililu  (liitiHMition  of  the  wiint,  two  auaiHiina,  whom  ho  hail 
rvprovud  for  lln'ir  iinniornlity.  comiiiirtMl  nnil  pnt  liiin  to  ilealli* 
on  thn  iU\\  of  June,  A.n.  775.*  The  remain*  of  !St.  ItuinuM 
were  interrt'd  In  thu  church  at  Ulnins,  but  were  iifttTWardi 
trunsliited  hv  (/'uuut  Ado  to  the  ciilhedral  iind  ni('tro|H)litan 
chunh  oC  Alet-lilin,  «hi'ro  they  were  deposited  in  a  silver 
•hriiu>,  and  it  is  ■tuttHi  that  Kveial  niiraclea  had  been  wrought 
at  hit  tondi  t 

About  the  aamo  pcrind,  two  justly  celebrntcd  Irishmen, 
Ai.BlNDii  and  Ci.KMKim,  nrrivcd  in  Kriince;  Chnrlenui);ne  heiuf; 
ut  the  time  aide  aov«rei),'n  ol  thu  wliole  French  inonarcliy.  Tlieao 
men.  if  not  the  reviverHof  literature  in  Kruiice  and  Italy,  wcih), 
nt  leoat,  moat  (mwerfully  instrumental  in  diU'usin^  through 
thi'Mi  ciiuntriea  u  kuonleilj^e  of  piiilouiphy  and  of  llic  aciencca, 
nld<  h  hud  lertuinly  aulU-red  ileiay  froiii  the  incursiuns  of  thu 
nnrtliern  baibariiina  and  the  re\uhitiona  by  which  ihcy  were 
accoiu|>anieil.  The  reception  which  Ihey  met  with  from 
('luirleiuni;ne,  and  the  hiatory  of  their  aul»ei|uent  tranaactions, 
are  faithfully  recordeilby  a  writer  of  the  ninth  century,  whom 
I'aaher  auppoaeil  to  In  the  learned  Notker  llalbnhi'i,  a  monk 
of  the  abbey  of  ,St  (lall  in  Nnitzerlaml.  Tlie  author,  in  his 
hialory  of  Charlema>;ue,  haa  the  following;  narrative:}  "  VVIieii 
thu  illuilrioua  Cliarlea  began  to  reign  alone  in  the  wratem 
part*  of  the  world,  and  literature  waa  every  where  almost 
I'orgotlen,  it  hapiiened  that  (ire  .Sfi</«  of  Jreluml  came  over 
with  annio  IJritiah  nierchanta  to  llie  sliorca  of  France;  men 
inconipurablv  akiiled  i»  human  learning  ami  in  the  huly  Scrip- 
tures.    A>  tliey  produced  no  merchandize  for  sale,  thoy  used 

*  In  th<>  IV'I^nc  lift,  whtt4>n  itlKmt  ttiix  pi^rio,!,  nn<l  traiiiUtfMl  liv  Domyna, 
ttiit  year  in  wliicb  St.  KuuioM  Hutri'ivtl,  ia  Dmrkiit  by  tbi>  oaintal  letters  cun- 
iniuet)  in  t)u>  (oll'iwiii;;  lino: 

•■  liH'  funNi »  aiCMIt  (LUVIii  l«(.'tV.  ntt'a  Csptlk'' 

t  V^it«a)»J.  Dnniyna. 

:  l»t'  ifubtiii  Curi'li,  Cauwii  Antiq  ;  Waw,  Writer*. 
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to  rry  out  to  l^  crowiln  tlofking  to  piircliiup :  If  any  nnt  it 

dniroiti  jut   ii'i^n»(t,  tti,  Won  nmm  to  u»  attit  rerfivt  ,'"     ' 
Aiitv  il  III  ttll.    'riii'ir  r^imnii  for  Dnyiiii;  that  thny  I 


lietiroti'*  Jiir  u't^utit,  tt'L  him  rnmg  to  u»  atut  remvt  it;  for  w« 
Aiitv  it  til  M.  'Www  r^imnii  for  Dnyiiii;  that  thny  ha>f  it /or 
nilv  wiM,  tliiil.  |K.'i'ci'lviiii;  lliu  |iro|ilu  iiuliiiixl  to  ileiil  in  mIvhiiIii 


■rlii'lva,  uikI  not  to  Ihkii  iiiiytliiii(!  Krntiiiloiinly,  tlicv  iniKlit 
rouse  thi'iii  to  the  iiciiiiiKilioii  of  niiidom  lU  well  as  of  object* 
fur  wliioli  llii'V  slioiilil  ^ive  vulue;  or,  as  tlie  siKinul  uliuweil, 
tliat  liv  S|icai(in)(  in  tliiit  innnncr  they  ini^lit  excite  their 
won<ler  nml  i>"l<inisliinent.  'Ihi'V  ri'|i>'iiteil  this  ilucliinition 
so  ofU'O,  tlii't  iin  Hccount  of  llieiu  was  conveyail  to  the 
kin^,  who,  iH'iiiK  a  ^'loat  ailinirur  of  windoin,  hud  tlu'ni  eon- 
•luetoil  with  all  ex|Ktilitlon  liefore  him.  Ho  nsk('<l  them  if 
thi-y  truly  iiosst'sM'il  wisdom,  as  huil  been  rcportoil  to  him. 
They  aii.iweri'il,  that  tliuy  iliil,  and  were  i^dy,  in  the 
name  of  the  l.oril,  to  coNiniuiiicale  it  to  such  as  woulil  seek 
il  tvorlliilv  (^0  his  iiiiniii'iii);  of  tlicni  what  coiii|irnsntion 
lliev  woiilil  rx|*ct  for  it,  they  rojilinl,  that  they  ri'<{)iireil 
iiotliio)!  more  lliiin  convenient  Hituulions,  in^cnions  niindA,  and, 
n»  being  in  u  forilj^n  country,  to  lie  supplied  with  food  and 
raiment.  Chni'lcii,  having  heard  their  pro|iosidi,  and  replete 
with  jov,  kept  thcni  both  with  himxelf  for  a  short  lime.  After 
some  ier\iil,  when  (d)li);ed  to  pniceeil  on  a  mililary  expedi- 
tion.   lO  (Wcred  one  of   them,  whoso   namo  was  (Jlemens,  to 

III. in  in  Knince,  enlrmlins  to  his  caro  a  great  number  of 
Ui^B,  not  onlv  of  the  liiglieit  noblesse,  hut  likewise  of  the 
middlln);  iind'loin r  mnks  of  .snciely;  all  of  whom  were,  by 
his  orders,  provliled  with  fomt  and  a  suitable  iiabilatinn.  The 
other,  by  name  Albinus,  be  directed  to  Italy,  and  assigned  to 
him  the  moiiuslery  of  St  Augu.itiu  near  I'avia,*  that  such 
IHirsons  as  winlied  for  knowledge  might  there  resort  to  him." 

Wh>l''  these  eminent  men  had  been  at  the  eoinl  of  ('harle- 
mu^nt*,  the  great  patron  of  literature  was  highly  pleased  with 
llkeir  conversation,  and  conceiving  that  knowledge  dill'uied 
among  his  subjects  was  likely  to  form  the  surest  liasis  of  his 
rising  dominion,  he  wisely  resolved  to  turn  tho  fortunate 
arrival  of  iIicm!  valuable  strangers  into  a  source  of  both  indi- 
vidual and  nalional  advantage.  Vincentius  llellovaceiisis'and 
other  writers  state,  that  Clemens,  following  the  directions  of 
his  [lalron,  kept  his  school  in  I'aris;  while  others,  nssuminj^  ^ 
hypothesis  no  less  groundless  than  improbable,  nmiulain  tlut 

•  TluH  oi-letirstiil  mimiiiit«ry  wm  originslly  ili.*ti.;at«l  t«  Kt  IVtcr.  It  after- 
wants  ubtaiunil  tlie  titlu  iif  thu  Alio'ij  it/  SL  A  ur/u/ilin^  in  ciillH|.i|iiiinco  of  its 
oiiiiUiiii'iu  tUe  niiiniiiH  uf  tlie  iUiiMtrioua  l>iiliii[i  tif  llt|i|io.  .Murntiirt  itaUw, 
tbat  AlliWiiin,  after  tiavilig  rwwtvitl  Uio  grant  uf  it,  i'ccauiu  a  uiopiliar  of  tlie 
Ueui-tlictitiu  iiiBtitutv. 

I 


Ill 
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hiid  lioen  tlio  roiiniliT  iil'  lla  iiniv<>ri<ity.  Tliiit  l*iiri«  liuil  tifcn 
till)  |>liti:u  H|i|)<iinti'<l  fur  Cluinviiii  iiiny  In-  ntaillly  itdmlttvil, 
■llhnugh  it  in  rertnin  tlul  ( llMrioUMXiiu  kuil  nut  uiiuully  kt'pt 
hU  court  in  that  city ;  but  »itli<iiit  u  ^'lariiiK  4lin<'l<i'<><iiiiiii,  it 
ennnut  Imi  iwiil  tliut  lie  vi.u  tlio  fouinliir  of  iu  uiiivumiiy;  no 
audi  otaMixliintMit  lmvin{{  Ih'ou  kiiuwn  in  l'uri>  until  ulnnit  the 
oliHU)  of  tliu  i-luvt'iiili  cfiitiiry.*  Clviiienii  c<)iitiniie<l  to  it-ach 
after  tho  di-iitli  uf  CliarlcniiiKiio,  niid  biHliloH  lilii  (irniiiinBliciil 
mill  (itlier  truclt  liu  in  miiil  to  luim  Hritttn  u  liiHtory  uf  the 
rei^u  of  thxt  iiiuiiiireli.t  Alliiiius  in  ili-ncribeil  by  MuruturianJ 
olhuhi  UK  lliu  futlicr  uml  rcviwr  ol'  It'uriiiiiK  in  l*uvin.{  That 
lituratiirt'  hud  nt  ihln  tiiiit'  Ixiuii  dcplunibly  nu){levt«d  tliruii|{)>- 
uut  Luiiiharily,  in  but  Ihti  n.ituriil  result  uf  lon)(-coiiteiiled  wim 
and  iiiceMHtii^  revulutiunury  vicisKitudei).  For  more  than  two 
ennturiua,  llmt  line  cuiinliy  had  been  rent  ami  dlMraeted;  the 
fury  of  the  (ioth  liuviii^  lieen  allayed,  only  made  wi\y  for  tiiu 
veiii^eanreuf  thu  l.oniljurd — one hordeofburburiahii  wait  followed 
by  another  Klill  uioru  uns|uiriii^  and  formidable;  while  Hocial 
iiii|>roveiiu'iil  uiid  the  eultivatlun  of  letlera  were  );enemlly 
nbaiiiloneil,  and  nearly  lust  uiui<l»t  tlie  terror  uf  arinn  and  the 
vuiiHtunt  ulrufi^lo  of  an  enter|iriiiliiir,  hnHeltle<l,  anil  desperate 
|ie»|>le,  l^omluirdy,  luiwever,  had  about  thin  time  been  bruu^lit 
under  the  dominion  of  C'liarlema^ne,  and  ainuii);  the  many 
other  liunevuleiit  i|'Ualitie8  of  that  ureat  monarch,  liix  /.eal  for 
|iromuliii^  peace  and  for  dilVuHiii);  knowled^u  amon){  Ilia  suh- 
juctii  waa  not  tlio1oi»t  lonspicuous.  Aa  the  foundation  of  the 
univemily  of  I'ariii  had  been  >;ratuitously  attributed  to  ClenieiiOi 
ill  like  manner  Alhinuii  lia»  been  mentioned  by  soinu  as  the 
parent  of  the  celebrated  univenity  of  I'avia.  All  this,  how- 
ever, in  but  mere  assertion,  and  clearly  reim^nant  to  liisturical 
authority.  Albinus  tuut;lit  at  I'liviii  with  fjreut  success  for 
iiiuiiy  years,  and  several  wurks,  including  epistles  and  rheto- 
rical precepts,  are  attributed  to  him.  The  year  in  which  tlima 
learned  teachers  died  has  not  been  osuertulned ;  but  their 
exertions  in  the  cause  of  morality  and  of  literature  were,  for 
a  long  |ieriuil,  frnitefully  reinembered  in  these  cuuntries,  and 
have  been  honourably  imticed  by  mairy  uf  their  ancient  and 
must  distinguished  writers. 

In  the  nieantiine  the  Church  of  Ireland  ountinued  to  fluurish 
with  additional  lustre,  and  while  numbers  uf  her  ecclesiastics 
hi^  been  dispersed  uver  'the  nations  of  Europe,  her  scliuuls 
were  as  usual  freiiueiited  hy  foreigners,  and  her  reputatioii^a 
a  land  of  science   and   of'^  sanctity   was   nobly  uphold   and 

■  tCuoyeliipeiliC  st  Coirarutf.      f  Uulicr,  |>n«.  K|i.  UiU     %  Aiiiuli  at  781. 
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iiiiivDrHlly  i»linitt«il.  Knowlpil^p,  rvliK><»>.  ■■>'!  huppinnu, 
rfi){ni"l  lliriiiiKlxxit  tliu  lan<l,  wlicti,  in  lliii  yiwr  79A,  tlio  Scan- 
ilinuviaii  iilvuiitiironi,  cDiiiiiioiily  i'iiIIbiI  Dniivs,  fint  inviulod 
the  niMl*  of  Inliiiiii*  iiiiU  Uiit  wulu  tliu  aiiiall  iaiiiiitl  of 
Iti^liliii,  ill  tliii  ciiunly  of  Aiili'iiii,  l|iiliii|mtri('k,  miil  other 
jilKcuitt  Till)  ili-milHtinii  wliii'li  tlun«  l>url)uriiiii>  ha<l  iprraJ 
tliriiiiulioiii  tliu  kiii)((liiiii,  mill  tliu  niiiVi^riiiKi  wliii'li  tliu  Irlali 
('liiiriHi  Imil  iiiiiliM'ttniiu  iliiriii^  tim  wlmlti  |iuri(i<l  of  tlivir 
inviuioii,  nliitll  Im  iiiiticuil  in  tlit'ir  |irii|M>r  iilacu;  inrnnwhiln,  tho 
otliiT  ccrloniiinlirul  uventi  i'(iiinei'ti'<l  witli  tliu  oitflitli  cunturjr 
•lull,  iKriMiiLly  tu  our  url);in*l  |iUn,  uvcupy  tlio  two  following 
clia|itur». 


CIIAPTEIt  II. 

NwoMMn  ill  Ht.  PUni'k     Kjwoolial  Hmh     Italiguw  Foiuulatinm  <il  tlia 
P.ilffaln  l.'aDtiiry. 

0«  the  ilutith  iif  Klin  Feblila,  arclibiHliup  of  Ammxhi  in  71S, 
SutmiiiK  III-  SwKKNT,  mm  uf  C'niniiiiiil,  wii»  u|i|Hiinl«il  liin  auc- 
cuKHiii'  'I'liia  |ireliito  woa  u  ^roiit  env(iuriit{<T  of  IvuriiiiiKi  itnd 
ilurin);  liis  ini'Uiiibi'iK'v  nrvi'iiil  nciilw-ii  uinl  "lluT  t'liiiiu'iit  iiii-ii 
pruHiiicil  ovf-r  tin*  arlinnU  oi  li\-l;iiitl.  Aiiioii^  tliuHO  nri^  rcooriloil 
Coliiiiin,  HiirnuiiKMl  lliiii ■^Sl('ll(.•llIlil>■  uialidr  u{  tliu  Aria  of  8t. 
Putrii'k ;  IvhIiihI  Mui'-C'ul),'un,  an  uncliiirct  niiil  |iriirt'ivuir  of 
AriiiH^h;  Ki'i'iloiiiiiHcli,  a  learned  ai-riliu  and  iiliiliMoplier; 
l><>clitiniiia,  HurnaniL'ir  Itiilfra,  an  ancliorct  and  teai'lier  ul  the 
hilly  Siri|itnri'«,  eti-.  Suililiiio  having  (joverneil  the  arclii- 
(■|iisi'ii|ial  »ie  for  (illci'ii  yrara,  wua  aniix'uilod  liy  Cosuuu,  a 
dvHcenilanl  of  Anniiratiui,  niuiiarcli  of  Iri'land.  id'fore  Cuii|;us 
had  bt'un  rnined  to  the  epiiicopaey,  lie  iilitJiiia'd  lliu  titlu  of 
sorilie,  which,  aa  (JnlKan  oliaorvca,  lii'lnnned  excluaivelv  to 
iiiun  of  Ivttura,  |iroli'»»<>ni,  and  |iarticiilurly  to  auth<ir>.|  I'liia 
prelate  wiis  well  verai'd  in  iMielry,  and,  when  archliishoii,  ad- 
dreaacd  a  poem  to  Aidiia  (Jllaiii,  kin);  of  Ireland,  reconinitiiid- 
ing  that  nionarcli  to  |>unisli  Korv,  kiii){  of  Ulater,  fur  liiiviii)r 
aacrile^ioUfily  pliindcieil  Kimie  clinrrliea  and  rclif^iiiua  hnii.iea 
in  till!  diiiieae  of  Arniiinli.§  Ci>iif?ua  presided  over  Arniafih 
for  twenty  yeiirs,  and  had  for  siiccessora  Kele-l'etrua,  of 
llMJreasuil,  now  L'lan-UraHBil,  in  tlio  county  of  Arinugh;  Fcr- 
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(Itt'lirirh,  aoii  Ar  Suilmu;  iind  Kih-iiiikIiii'Ii,  miii  nf  Mocnac-li.* 
Aci-orilinjr  lit  thu  l*iiii1ti*r  of  ('uklu*),  tliifi  Iiitti-r  prfltitu  wan 
fiillowi'il  in  rut'iil"'  "uow"!!!!'  Iiy  DulnUli-iln',  Ariilac,  Ciiili- 
iiiMMM,  mill  ('titiiiiiifli,  wImim*  itiriiiiilH'iiry  ooininfiirctt  in  7Vlf 
■ml  nintiniipil  fur  niitppn  yrarn  It  in  to  hp  ngniiM  tltut 
||m>  urt(  III  llicKi'  |in'liilcii  liHve  Ih-cii  ilmlniyril ;  iiihI  t-ii'ti  wi  In 
iUl<->  llivri'  uH'iiiii  lu  I'xiiit  Hii  ai'inirciil  ilivi-rnily  miil  iiiiiili. 
(■(ilirilniiill  Iwlwiell  llio  I'nHlliT  iif  ('»^lll'l,  tliu  J'oiir  iMtlntm, 
('iilu!>tii,  unil  nil  our  itiitiiiuuriiin  iiiilliiiritit'n. 

It  liMii  Ikh'Ii  iiliw'rvvil  III  iIk*  rnri'Kiiin^  ri'iitiiry,  tlint  ainicxt 
ull  till!  i-|>iiii'ii|<nl  Mvi  wliii'li  IIiiiiiikIi  Ht  lliin  liny  liml  U-uii 
fiililiili'il  11)1  to  lliiit  |H'rii>it;  till-  fi>w  lliut  rt'iiiiiiii,  imi-  their 
iiri>{iii  til  niilmt'iiiit'iit  iiitiiii,  mill  hIiiiII  Lo  iii>ticrfl  in  rlirunolo- 
^ii'HJ  iirilvr,  lii^'i'llier  willi  iliu  liittory  uf  tucli  uiiiuiii  u  Imil  ut 
ililU'ioiit  |ivriinlii  liiki'ii  |iIh(i'. 

TiiK  •Kii  or  KiLLAMiK  HiiA  founili'il  nliiint  tlip  I'ninmcnrtv 
im'iil  iif  lli«  i'i((litli  t't-ntury  liy  St.  Klunniiii,  win  uf  tlie  iiiuuii 
kin){  'riii'inliirict  Sumo  vtrilvni  iu<Hi;,'n  tli<!  founilaliona  ut  tliii 
»'i<  til  nil  I'urliir  iKMiuil,  iiml  niiiintuin  lliiit  Kluiiiiiin  wiw  • 
iliiii'i|>lii  uf  St.  iMulim  l.uliliiir,  fmln  wliuiii  the  itfu  lU'rivt-a  its 
inline,  mill  who  lluiirialieil  iilHiiit  the  eliwv  of  the  nixlh  coii- 
liiry  SiK'ii,  hoivevur,  euiilil  nut  lie  tliv  fuel,  lu  liin  futlicr 
'rheiiiliii'ie  liiiil  nut  heen  in  l>i»inure  until  uhuul  llie  year  7(K). 
St  Klanimn  ini^lil,  vury  iiruliiilily,  liiivu  heeii  ii  iiliiilent  in  the 
iniiiuinleiy  uf  KilUlue,  wliieh  una  fiiuniieil  liy  Si.  Mulim,  hii 
j/real-^rtimt-iiiit'lf;  anil  thiH  it  wui  wliieli  iiiuAt  seeiningly 
f;avu  rise  tu  the  u|iiniuii  uf  liia  liuviiig  been  a  iliseiple  uf  tiiat 
Miiiit.  Ai'i'unliiif;  tu  Ware,  wliu  i»  lulliiweil  by  llurrin  anil 
ulhera,  Klaiiiian  waa  euiiaeeraleil  at  Koine,  by  Juhli  IV,  ill 
(i.'l'.ti  hut,  a.s  liiia  been  ulrcuily  obaerveil,  thia  elirnnulo);y 
i-fliinut  !»•  aclmitteil^  Theudurie,  the  father  uf  St.  Kluiinan, 
uiia  a  imiiiiliceiit  beiiefuetur  to  tliia  aee,  anil  emluncd  it  with 
very  lunple  revoniiea  X  '"'"'  y"'  ••'  ^'  Kliiiinan'a  deaili  ia  not 
knunii;  but  hia  fealivul  ia  obaiirvad  on  the  IHlh  of  Deeeinbcr. 
'I'lie  elimvliia  mid  reli;.'iuua  eatablialinienta  of  thu  dioeeau  of 
Killaliie  HUlUred  awfully  during  the  inenrsiona  uf  the  Dunes. 
Kruni  the  death  uf  the  fuiinder  to  the  time  of  the  learned 
()'l.oiier);an,  bislio|i  of  Killulue,  in.  1150,  the  names  uf  only 
live  of  its  jirelutea  have  been  recorded;  nller  lliia  jieriod  tlio 
aiiceesaioii  beeumeH  reKulur  and  euniplele,  preaentiiiK  a  cata- 
liigue  uf  men  ilisliiif;uishe<l  for  piety  and  learning;,  and  by 
their  luboura  advunciii^  the  intereat  of  reli);iun,  iiurticulurly  in 
this  extuiisivo  and  celebrated  Jialrict  of  the  south  of  Ireland. 
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ItnwoMMoa  WM  HI)  a|iiacii|i«l  »■<■  in  the  vi((hth  rentnry,  unci 
Imil  for  iU  liril  biiiliii|i  Nt.  (  ninnii  <ir  CMiniiiitri,  fVinii  wlioin  it 
ilurivinl  iu  iiiiniu.*  Ht  (!<>iiiitii,  In-fiirw  liM  I'li-VHtinn  Ui  the 
•>|iu<'i>|>nrv,  w<u  lliii  Riillior  of  it  iiiiinnnlio  rulo  wliirli  wu  litild 
in  gri'iit  volU'miion,  «iiil  wui  ocluiiivuly  folluwixl  in  Con- 
iiHHKlit  anil  oilinr  lairtii  of  Irvliiiul  i'liu  net*  of  iliin  wint  itrii 
Vfrv  lni|H!rf>'Vt,  hikI  iirmi'illii^  In  llie  AnimU  of  Itovio,  i|UottHl 
liy  'VViirt',  lin  •li»<l  on  tlic  ;.'i:ili  tif  Dvuviiilwr,  A  u.  T-Jtl. 

MtTo  wHii  liltnwiiH)  an  v|>i»iii|>iil  hmj  in  lliia  »uu,  ovvr  which 
Ht.  Muri>iliii  li  jiniililtKl  HUiiit  lliu  yi'ur  Tltlt.)  it  ia  coniiili-rml 
tu  liavu  litkuii  ita  nriuin  friiiii  Ihv  nionnatery  founileil  h«n>  \>j 
Hi.  (^ilninii  of  l,in<liafnrM>',  miil  la  riiiiliiol,  tn^i'lhur  with  that 
vf  Itoscoinnion,  in  thu  ciioct'auii  >'ululi>){iio  of  thti  council  of 
Kella.t 

KoRl,  in  Wcatincnih,  wna  iiliout  tlin  Hitniu  liini'  lh«  "cut  of  » 
biahii|i,  altliouKh  it  wua  nut  in  unv  u^c  »  rcf^nliir  i^|il«co|iii|  acv. 
8t.  Hiiurlcch  aiiccuviiwi  llic  iil>l>(Yl>nliilul>iiron  in  78(1,  niul  wna 
■fterwanla  rnlacil  to  thu  r|>iaco|>iil  riiiik  {  Accnnliiix  to  Ilia 
Four  Maitcm,  lliia  aiiiiit  iliixl  iin  llio  27lh  of  March,  A.u.  7lti. 
Ilia  aucct'iwor,  Aril).'i'ii,  ciijovt'il  thu  aiiniu  ili^nily,  after  whom 
we  finil  110  iillicr  liiahop  icai'liiift  at  t'orc. 

(/'MiNnAiaiM  ((/'luuinclolittin).  in  wliiili  a  oclchratttil  mnnaa- 
Ivry  hail  lii'uii  IouikIciI  bv  St  (  riiiiiin  Movliua,  hail  a  hiahop, 
8t  Kvrfiigill,  who  died  in  7H5,  ami  whoau  fu*tival  waa  ovl«- 
bralud  on  th»  IDlli  of  March  {| 

St.  Skui'i'iua.  wlio  dicil  in  7H6,  i«  nientiunvil  by  Marian 
(Joriiian  aa  bialio|iof  Atli-Clinlli,  now  Dublin.  It  ia,  liowovur, 
coiijcctiiicil,  aiiil  with  ^ruat  prnljabillty,  that  Seduliua,'aa  well 
as  Suarlcch  mid  t'crlugill,  had  buluiigud  niuri'Iy  tu  tliu  chor- 
t'|iiacii|iul  body. 

'I'liK  C^iiuHKriiicoPi  were  in  tlieau  tiiiiea  very  nuineruna  in 
Ireland,  and  continued  to  a  later  date  in  the  Iriah  Cliiirch 
than,  |wrha|M,  in  that  of  any  other  country.  They  were  re- 
gularly urdaiiied  or  coiiaecratud  lilalio|ia,  without  |ios8ussinf; 
the  canonical  i'|ii.ico|uil  juriailiction  over  u  8«e  or  district. 
Many  of  tlicin  liuil  been  atationud  in  the  lar^e  nionaateries, 
aoiiiu  were  attached  to  ihe  cathedral  church,  and  luwiated  thu 
ordinary  in  auvural  of  his  ollicea,  and  nuinlHira  of  tbein  bad 
the  laistoral  care  of  rural  district*,  still,  however,  subject  to 
the  jiirindiction  of  the  ordinary  uf  thu  iliocvsu.  Apreeahly  to 
thu  caiioiia  of  thu  t'ouncil  of  Nice,  three  bi>ho|>s,  at  leait, 
should  be  |ireaeiit  at  the  v|iiaco|>al  ordiiiatiuu ;  but  it  appour* 
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that  th«  CiioHirfM'opi  hihmI  in  )>«  r»tiwrrali'<l  liy  llio  liiihnp, 
ppiiwrly  Ml  calltxl,  or  onliniiry  "I  lliu  iliuo'x',  without  »ny 
■n|tlintliuit  Imiviii^  U*i>n  iniiiln  for  tin*  nuiituDco  of  nthtff 
limlmiM.  'I'lmt  lliin  KIM  liiwrul'iiiiil  I'liatoinary,  npiM-iin  rrom 
ttiK  tenth  nnnn-nt  tlin  rnnnc-il  of  Aniliirh;  nnd  Itlntrhnm 
•tnli'i  llmt  lli«  I'ily  l>liiliii|M,  or  orillimriM,  wrri<  ni'mimtitliln 
for  tlio  uriliimtinii  of  tin'  i-i>iiMtry-l)i«li<)|M  (iliori'iiificoiii')  to 
n  pniviiii'liil  iiyno'l  *  lly  iliu  c-niuiiiH  uf  thi<  (liiircli,  ilia 
orilitmiii'ii  WITH  not  uIIdwimI,  vxo'pt  on  •iinii'  vrry  nrftpnt  <k> 
riuiion*,  In  Ii-hvu  th«  «•<<•  to  wliii'li  they  hml  hivn  ori|;iniilljr 
«|i|H>inli'il;  whiirroi,  on  ihn  cnntniry,  ihn  (,'h»n-piiico|ii  wara 
not  unrnninently  rcninvcil  Irnin  one  tlUtricI  or  provinpu  to 
Hnolhcr;  which  niiiiovnl  wrvcn  very  often  to  Inilii'iitii  whether 
Ihii  |ier*on  wu  nn  oriliniiry  nr  >  rhorepiti'opna,  |>urtii'ularly 
in  riixea  whem  hintory  obnervea  ■  prolounU  aih'iico  ua  tu  tha 
(act. 

Till'  niimlHT  nf  ri'li^iioim  eataliliahnii'lita  in  Irelnml,  tliongh 
very  i'iiiiaiili<nililu,  wm,  iii'vertiieleaa,  iiiereiuuil  ilurin|f  the 
ei^fith  i-entury. 

'I'liK  MiiKJaTKRT  or  ToMnHART,  in  the  rniinty  of  Clare,  wii 
eri'i'leil  liy  St  Mnnehen,  iiiul  I'lainii-ii  ii  hi|!h  rank  uiniiii);  tlw 
foliKhiua  fouMihiliiina  of  lliu  connliy.t  Thi«  inonanlery  cim- 
tiniii'il  to  In)  the  iiiiriirry  uf  li'iiriiiii){  even  in  the  moit  nwftil 
liniea.  When  in  iUil  tlio  Diiiiish  power  iirine  to  »  ri'it^litfiii 
height,  tiinl  when  neither  the  liiiliitution  of  iiiaii  nor  the 
annetuary  ilnelf  hml  l)i>en  aeoiireil  frnni  the  ravapea  oC  theas 
inliileU,  the  ahboy  of  Toiiiurany  waa  preierveil  l>y  the  taleiitwl 
mill  hiilv  uhhot  ('oriimeh  O'Killeen.  Tiiia  eminent  eccleaiaatio 
ia  nienlioiieil  liy  all  our  lia);iulof;iata  with  );reat  resipcct,  and  U 
Hniil  to  have  kept  up  the  rvijiw  of  literature,  iit  leiiat  in  hi»  own 
eHtiililinliineiit,  when  it  waa  either  nxtiiii't,  or  on  the  eve  of 
ili'Hlriietion  in  other niul  niorn  anvient  pluieii.  After  hia  ileulh 
the  ehiireh  wiia  iloinoliahoil  by  the  Dunea,  hut  wua  rebuilt  by 
llrian  Itoroiniha.  In  the  twelfth  contiiry  thia  ablwy  became 
iiiiniliereil  iininn^  the  rnina  nf  the  country. 

Tim  MOHAHTKHY  OP  Kiu.AcnAD,  in  the  county  of  Oavnn,  waa 
eKtulilixheil  in  thia  century  by  St.  Tif;erniieh,  aon  of  St.  Mclla 
of  IhiiitMrlli'X  Thia  Hiiiiit  liiiil  the  foiinilationa  of  aeveriil 
relif;ioiia  houses,  nniniiu  which  slmulil  be  noticed  the  relebrateil 
iiioiiaatery  neiir  the  Ijike  Meljje,  or  Lnii^'h  Melvc,  in  the  county 
of  U'itrim,  which  he  afterwariU  reai>;neil  to  hia  iiiother, ami  in 
which  that  holy  woman,  accouiiianieil  by  u  numlier  of  femalea, 
apuiit  aevenil  yearn  of  extrauriliiiary  iiiurtiKcation  and  piety. 
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Til*  Mtey  of  Killiii:lui<l  wm  gruatly  ilmUiiKul»l>«<l  fur  it* 
viiiinnnt  |ir<>f««Mirii,  hihihik  wIioiii  wun-  Itoliliorlix'li,  itri  uniiiient 
wrilMi  «iiil  niillmr,  who  liiml  in  H||^  DiiUmi'li,  nUo  u  •cribo, 
iiiil  tlia  li'ariit'il  O'Kuartu,  wliii  llimrialiwl  itt  Um  oIimh  <■(  tKi« 
cvntiirv*  AIkiiiI  tliu  ycur  1|MU  it  wmt  |iliincli'ruil  by  tlia 
Kiiuliuli,  mill  iHH-iiiiif  u  riiiii.t 

Tui  4BI1T  iir  ImaTiiioi!,  hrtliii  cnunly  nf  Kilkenny,  wiw 
fnumli'il,  mum  |>r(ilHilily,liy  St.  M<i'lrii»n,itiiil  (■■■ntinuud  iliiriiiu 
tliii  unil  lli«  riilliiivliiK  (■enlury  viiiiiii'iilly  ili>tiiiKui»lii'il  u«  tliu 
rulrvut  III'  liMiriiinl  uiul  holy  iiivii      It  liuil  Ih»mi  mivuriil  tiiiii'* 

Iiluii'liTi'il  liy  tli«  Diiiu'H,  uihl  WHS  ulliuiatulv  iluiiiiilia|it-il. 
luwuviT,  ill  l:j|ll,  lliii  iililn-y  wuH  ri'liiiilt  liy  TIiiiiiimh,  ioii  iiI' 
Anthony,  ivncacliul  of  Luinati-r,  for  AiiKi»tiiiii>n  (.'miona,  anJ 
(It'ilicatiiil  to  Ihit  lilv«a<-il  Virgin  iinil  Ht  Uolnnilikill.  Altirol, 
II  ciinoii  of  Kulla,  wiu  ita  tint  |iriiiri  nml  tliu  foiinilor  Kriintt"! 
to  him  uikI  to  tlin  nhlwy  tlio  churchva  of  (irutmii  iimt  Kit- 
eruniitli.  The  Iml  prior  wiu  Miloa  ihiion  iiliiu  Kiu^xi'rulil,  who, 
It  vurv  (trout  v\|H'iiav,  hiiilt  u  iii'W  ati>i'|>lu  iiiiil  mliluil  uii  uxton- 
•ivo  cfiiiniiT  to  ihia  jiriory  ;  hu  liuiumu  hi>ho|iol'()iMory  in  l!)2~, 
but  Ill-Ill  llio  priory,  hy  u  (lia|H!iiautiun  from  thu  |mi|m,  until  tlio 
au|i|>ri<aaioii  of  reli^ioua  lioiiHea.)  An  iniiiiiaition  waa  IwUl  in 
thv  tenth  yi-iir  of  Kli/jilivth,  wlic-n  tho  aiifundiil  |KM«'Mt<ma  of 
thia  nhhi'v  wi'i'u  svini'd  upon  nml  gnintinl  to  Kilinunil  Uiitler 
uiiil  ilia  lioira,  in  uiiiitv,  at  nil  uniiiml  ri'nt  of  X'^K  l:fa.$  Thu 
rm'tory  of  Wliiti>  (liurcli,  in  tho  auiiio  county,  in'mn  lain-ul  of 
tho  |Miaavaaiiina  of  this  priory,  wua  aoun  iillurgranti'il  tuTlioiiiaH 
uurl  of  Uriiioiiil.il 

TiiR  MoNAaTKHY  Or  iNiaMiiRRAV  wna  orcctoil  hy  St.  Dieholhi. 
on  an  ialuml  in  the  Kfvitt/Wi'Htvrn  ocuiin,  about  five  niilva  from 
llio  main  IuikI  of  thu  barony  of  ('urburv,  county  of  8liga.1 
Thia  iainnil  ia  an  inimcnao  rock  riaiii);  with  frightful  prccipicua 
tiiwarila  tliu  ocean,  hut  ahulving  gently  (ui  tho  oppoaitu  aiiiu 
towunla  the  coiiat,  aiul  containa  iihont  1;10  acrca  of  shallow  aoil. 
In  'tiU7^c  Danca  elli'Ctcil  a  lamliiiK.  uikI  act  lire  to  the  abbey  : 
the  riiiiia  of  two  of  the  cIiu|h'Is  are  still  to  bo  aecn,  oiiu  of 
which  hiia  an  oxlruiinliiiuiy  wiiiilow,  the  nrch  whereof  i«  one 
immense  elliptical  rock,  aluioat  in  its  orii^inal  akite. 

Till  MOKASTiHr  OF  l(oKC<iM.MoN  HIM  loumleil  by  St.  Comnn, 
alwut  the  miilillu  «(  the  ei);litb  century.  Ileaiiles  the  aeverity 
uf  the  iiutitiitu,  which  hud  been  drawn  up  by  tho  founder 

•  Tr.  Til  ]i.  Wl.  t  Vimal.  Inniafal.  t  Warp  Aniudi. 

}  TbtH  |iri>i«rty  hsa  iittiatitt  lit  thu  i-oiiiitipN  of  KiIktfiKiy,  ('■rliiw,  anil 
Wanfonl,  ajitl  i>i>ni«i»u<4l  «>f  vartnita  rct-t^mM,  meanua^oji,  ftc,,  auil  aUfut  bOV 
a«^iw(t  of  arabk  iiml  |KMturo  Uiiil. — Ami.  lieu 

II  King,  |..  Mi.        V  Aiinal  K<iui  Miuton. 
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liliiiiH'lf,  tliiii  Hl>li«y  wu  rolohnitml  for  it*  ni'limJii  iinil  tlia 
iiiiiiiIht  of  iln  liMinuMl  |ir(ifi>Niiori(,  who  ('oiitiniii'<l  to  ti*«i;h  hvro 
until  tlwyiwr  1177,  wmii  iIik  Knirljuh  army  Innli  |M)W)'mion  nf 
tliti  uliln'y,  in  llH'ir  niiitu  (vtmi  Diililiii  lo  thu  won  nf  lri-laii<l.* 
Atnon^  ilH  l)*iirti**'l  u*ut'lu«rii  may  \m  notit'cd  Uio  nhtNit  anti 
biahoii  Cormiir  O'Killiinv,  in  UAi  i  KUnlifitn  Kiw  ami  Aiilun, 
two  Inirneil  profiiuuin  of  tin'  eli-vrntli  cunliiry;  (>'din»lly> 
Kaiir)(iil,  iinil  ()'llriioiii,u'rllwiiiinil  i'iinnn<'ntator».  nl  lli«  twallm 
i-iinturv:  ■nit  llin  liiurnixl  O'Corinui'un,  who  wiik  hIiIhiI  in  1 177 
whi'n  tlio  Knuliiih  riinio  to  KoMrontnion,  'I'urlit^li  thu  (irmt 
wan  n  lairlii'uhir  iK'nufmlor  to  thin  i«l«l>liiihim-nt,  itnil  in  IIA6, 
iifli'r  IwvinK  ■uxnientwl  itn  wlaltw,  hit  nuMil  th«  KleMwl 
Hni'ranit'nt  lo  Ih>  fnrried  with  itrimt  Mili'ninily.iitlvnilnl  by  tlia 
civrny  (nil  ruiiui'nH  froni  nil  |iiirl«  ol  IrvUnil,  ami  KfttTwanli 
■li'|Kwiie<l  in  till*  alilwy,  in  a  tiilH>riiiii-la  of  ininienMi  valno 
|iri'iii«r«il  for  it  t  It  wii*  kovitiumI  hy  itii  alihota  in  iilcceiaion 
until  thu  twunliuth  of  KliulM'th,  when  it*  iMiMuaiiioiia,  conilat- 
in^  of  thirty  i|iiiirti'rn  ot  luinhi  ami  varioiin  rurtoriuH,  wero 
uninttNl  lit  an  annnnl  runt  to  Sir  Nichola-i  Mulhyu.)  A  nucouil 
ini|uiiiition  wiia  liuhl  uiuIit  Jiiini**  I,  whin  Miriuua  iilhur  |iri>- 
|wrty,  to){Cll>ur  with  tlio  rucloriua  niiil  lithus  of  ul|;litm>n 
|airi>hui,  wuro  auixuil  u|M)n  ami  held  from  tlio  king  in  |iiiru  anil 

cuniniun  >iia,'»Kf  i 

To  ihuiiu  iniiy  l>o  sulijiiineit  the  following  abbeya,  whioli  owe 
thuir  founiliilinn  to  thia  I'uniiiry : 

'I'hi  <>bkt  oI'  AriiAii-iiiiB,  or  the  'irecn-fonl,  in  Oaanry, 
foumluil  by  St.  Uic'  in,  t  n  7IN)      I)iaKRT-T<>i.i,  in  llio  county 

ol'  Muath,  liiUlllll'll    llV    !St    Tolll,  AD.  720.       KlLLCKLR-OUHIOaT, 

in  thu  I'oiinty  of  VVintnii'iilli,  liiiiniluil  by  St.  Ohriatii-ola. 
Kii.roBKia.  in  thu  uounty  of  ('laru,  loiindui'l  by  St.  KlHiiiinn. 
Tali.auh,  in  thu  I'ounty  m  Dublin,  fiuinilpil  by  Hi.  Mm-lruun. 
KlM.oiir,  in  tliu  couiily  of  Itoaioiiiniiin,  liiunilnl  by  St.  Coroan. 
ANNAOirrK,  in  thu  county  ol  Luilriiii,  tiiuinluil  by  Hi.  Tixurniicli. 
1>iiIHK-Mki.i.K,  in  thu  cininty  of  l.uilriiii,  foiiiidud  by  St.  Ti^ur- 
nii>'h.  Inomkn,  in  tliu  turriiorv  of  llrupia,  nuar  l)ri>f;l>i'>lii,  by 
St.  Suarlui-li.  liKCHHAOH,  in  tlio  county  of  Muath.  foundixl, 
by  St.  Couinnn  IHaKnT-KoLABTACii,  in  the  Quuen'a  County, 
(iiiinduil  by  St.  Kulurtach.  Kimuakht,  in  the  county  of  CHure, 
loiindud  by  St.  (^nnin. 

Kriiui  tlluau  mid  the  fiiiindiiliiina  of  pruccdinf;  timea,  niulti- 
tudua  nf  (uulnua  and  liarnuil  nii»Bionariua  raino  forth  and 
contributud  to  the  a|>lundour  of  ruli);lon  at  humc,  as  well  aa 
to  iti  ostabliabinciit  in  ilislaiit  and  unconvertud  lamia. 

*  Aiiiial  Anii'in.  i  O'lUllnran,  vol.  ti. 
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lUUgtmH  HKlJ-ikinry  rhsractera  .il  tlw    Ktnlilli  CmMrjr— 
tiatfrti  UliMrv«ii4HW> 

III  noticing  miiim  of  lliu  Kiiiiiii'iit  inuii  iif  thU  Agp,  me  •hull 
cniiiiiiuiicu  witli  AtiAimoi,  thii  l«urii<><l  hIiIkH  of  lly  'riii* 
>liatinKuiiili«il  f.itli«r  iif  tlii<  Irish  Chiircli  wiia  of  thn  ruci-  iiC 
tliu  iiorilii'rn  Niiill«,  miil  wm  Imrn  In  thu  U'rritiirvuf  Tirciniiivt 
•IhiiiI  thu  ymif  HiT*  Tlio  hlnlnry  iif  hia  early  lilt'  ruiiiaiiin 
unknown;  hut  it  in  v!«ntfriilly  xii|i|hiih«I  that  liu  twoivi'il  hiit 
wlncatiiin  in  tlui  niniinittury  uf  lly,  mul  h«vinK  enibriictMl  ihu 
t'liliiinhiiin  inmitutii,  liu  MHin  Hflor  rvluriiwl  to  hu  own  county. 
To  A  Imiiiiiiii  in  iillrihiiti"!  th<>  loimilutioii  of  lli«  ^rt-nt  ulilwy 
of  l<ii|iho(',  ovvr  which  hti  |irt'M<li-il  ua  ahbot  until  (he  Vi'iir*>i!*, 
wlii'n  III)  wn»  ruiaiMl  to  tin*  aupri'iiiu  ^ovnrnniuiit  of  t)iu  uholu 
Ciiluinliian  llr.Uir,  hoth  in  Iri-Uiul  iinil  in  thu  lli'liriiloa.  Thu 
l«iirniii)(  mill  iii|H.'rior  i|uulitii'a  of  thia  K'*^t  ""■■<  hml  I'liiK'Hreil 
him  to  iimiiy  of  the  |iriii<'<ra,  |)rt!liiti'a,  mxl  other  I'niiiiiiiit 
chnrai-tora  of  tlieao  tinit*a  Aiiioiij^  hia  iirinei|>ul  mliiiin'm  waa 
Alfriil,tliu|>iouaiiiiil  t'nliwhluii>'<l  liin)(of  NorthumlierlMiKl.  Thia 

rrini'o,  on  the  ihiith  of  hia  fiithvr,  (Kwiii,  took  alu'ltcr  In 
rvlaiid,  wliwo,  na  lU'ilu  teatilii'a,  hu  )i|i|ilif(l  hiniavll'  Uilij;iMilly 
tu  atuily,  and  luirtieiilurly  to  that  of  thu  Miereil  8ori|ituri>Bi 
but  afttir  thi<  iluiiiisu  of  hia  hruthur  Kufrid,  he-  wiia  n'oallvil 
ami  plai'oil  on  tin'  throiii^  of  NorthniiilH'rliinil.  Ita|i|>furi«  that 
Kufii'li  •liaplBiiavd  at  thv  hoapitablu  rucoption  which  his  brother 
Alfrid  had  iiict  with  in  Iruhiiul,  wiui  rvaolvuJ  to  vuiit  liia  niuu 
on  thoao  whom  Im  aliouhl  riitliur  coiiaidvr  aa  friendaf     l'"i" 

thia  pnrpoao  ho  caiiacd  u  hand  of  Saxon  piiatua  to  pn» d  to 

Ireland  and  infuat  thu  ciiHrx  vusai  uf  thu  ancient  llic^iii, 
cxtuiiiling  from  Uiililin  to  Uro)>hcda.  Savcral  towns  wcni 
atormud  hy  tlitwi  iiiarundcra;  terror  and  diamay  apread  aloii;^ 
tliu  country,  and  having  thua  executed  the  harbaruiu  com- 
niands  of  their  iimater,  they  rutiiriiud  to  their  voaaeltittiideii 
■with  plunder  an<l  c<mvcyiii({  away  great  numhvra  of  t^l|U- 
ott'ending  inhabitaiiia  inlo  captivity'  As  .inoii,  however,  a^ 
Alfrid  hail  aucceedeil  to  the  throne,  AdaiiiiMii,  hii  luirticular 
friend,  having  been  then  ablmt  of  lly,  pi-oceeiled  to  Northum- 
berland and  waited  on  iho  king.  This  visit  had  for  its  ulijeet 
the  recovery  of  tliu  properly  and  of  the  captives,  many  uf 

Tr.  Th.  ^  ilO.  f  K«I.  Hl.l.  1.  4. 
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whom  wore  atiti  detained  in  bondage  tlirnii^lioiit  the  north  of 
Knul»n<l.  Ill  tliis  miuion  Adainnan  succeeclcd,  and  after 
having  ruiiiaineil  for  Miiiie  tiiiio  nl  the  court  of  this  prince,  he 
rcturiiud  to  hia'cloiiiter,  und  appliL-d  himnvlf  to  the  iiniM>rtant 
dutiea  connoctcil  witii  tlio  gov«riinH'nt  of  his  order.  Nor  was 
this  the  only  visit  whivli  Adaninan  liad  uiude  to  the  court  of 
Alfrid:  about  the  year  702  lie  wax  again  entrusted  with  nn 
important  eoniinission,  and  sent  by  lii.i  countrymen  to  tlie  king 
of  Northumberland.  It  was  on  tliia  occasion  that  he  liap|>cncd 
to  meet  with  the  abbot  Cuolfrid,  and  after  having  convcrsod 
with  liiin  and  other  cccleiiiiiHtics  on  the  subject  of  the  lioinan 
Paschal  c<ini|)Utation,  lie  finally  resolved  to  adopt  it,  and 
promised  to  use  his  influence  in  having  it  received  and  prac- 
tised among  his  countrymen.*  In  this  undertaking  he  suc- 
ceeded throughout  Ulster,  while  the  members  of  his  institute 
at  Hy  and  in  the  Hebrides  adhered  to  the  old  Irish  Paschal 
cycle  until  some  years  after  his  death.  Adaninan  had  been 
in  Irelanil  during  the  Easter  of  704,  and  celebrated  that  feast 
at  the  time  spcciHeil  by  the  Uoni»n  cilculatiun ;  he  soon  after 
returned  tft  lly,  and  died  on  the  23rd  of  the  following  Se|>- 
teniber,  in  tlio  77th  year  of  his  agct.  This  distinguished 
ecclesinstic  has  been  ranked  among  the  fathers  of  the  Irish 
Chnrch,  nnd  his  memory  was  held  in  great  veneration,  parti- 
cularly in  Tirc<iiincl  and  in  the  western  isles.  Among  his 
writings  are  classed  the  following  works:  a  Life  of  Saint 
Colunil>a,  in  three  books;  afterwards  published  by  Canisius  at 
Iiigol.slad,  from  a  manuscript  of  the  Windbcrg  Monastery; 
u  Treatise  on  the  Holy  Land,  from  which  llede  has  taken 
many  extracts;  u  Life  of  St. Patrick;  a  Collection  of  Epistles 
und  Poems;  a  Monastic  Rule;  a  liouk  of  CanonS) extant  in  the 
Cottoiiian  Library;  and  a  Treatise  on  the  ))ro()cr  Celebration  > 
of  the  feast  of  the  Passover.^ 

St.  Colga  or  Colcus,  surnamed  the  Wise,  flourished  in  the 
eighth  century.  This  distinguished  man  was  descended  from 
the  ancient  family  of  Ilua-Uuneohila,  and  when  very  young, 
was  placed  in  the  schools  of  Clonmacnoi.'i.  From  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and  es])eci<illy  with 
the  Psalter  and  the  writings  of  St.  Paul,  he  was  considered  in 
those  days  the  most  learned  man  in  Ireland,  and  was  usually 
styled  "  the  Scribe  or  Doctor  of  all  the  Scots."  Colga 
delivered  lectures  for  many  years  in  the  school  of  Clonmac- 
nois,  and  held  a  corres|)ondence  with  several  of  the  most 
learned  men  of  his  time,  among  whom   was  the  celebrated 

•  Dmh,  I.  S.    t  Auiuls  uf  L'Utor ;  Four  Mattain.     ;  Wsra  Writen. 
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Alcuin.    One  of  tlicw  iiii|>nrtaiit  epistles  of  Aloiiin  lias  been 

1)iililiiilicil  from  two  aiu-iont  niniiuscripts  of  the  Cottonian 
library  and  tliuiioc  copied  by  (^uigiiri.  It  is  headed  "  Albiiii 
MuKiatri  ail  Colciiiii  leetorom  in  Sciitia,"  ami  is  thus  addressed, 
"  l)i'iio<licto  Miiuistro  ct  plo  patri  Ooluu,  Aluiiino  liumilia 
I^vitn  8»Iiileni''  In  this  letter  the  writer  styles  Colcus  his 
most  holy  father,  and  calls  himself  his  son;  he  then  gives  him 
a  most  satisfactory  account  of  the  state  of  religion  on  the 
continent,  and  after  alluding  to  sonic  misunderstandinf;  which 
hail  taken  place  between  Charles  of  Frnili-o  -and  Uftii  the 
Mercian  king,  he  refers  to  the  journey  which  he  was  al)Out*to 
undertake,  for  the  pur|>i>so  of  elfecting  a  reconciliation  between 
these  princes;  and  concludes  by  sending  several  presents  to 
Colcii,  to  the  bishoi>s  of  Ireland,  and  to  the  community  of 
Clonmacnois,  recommending  himself  at  the  samo  time  to  their 
prayers.  C'olcu  is  said  to  have  written  some  learned  annota- 
tions on  the  Scriptures  and  several  valuable  tracts;  one  of 
which,  entitled  "  Seojia  devotionis,"  has  been  preservcnl.  This 
holy  and  learned  man  died  on  the  20tli  February,  a.d.  7!)2.t 

St.  MohLHiUM,  a  contem|>(irury  of  Colcus,  was  abbot  and 
bishop  of  Tallagh,  about,  GVP  miles  from  Dublin.  The 
monastery  of  Tallagh,  during  ilie  ^overnirteht  of  this  saint, 
was  eminently  distinguished  fur  the  number  of  its  learned 
men;  among  whom  the  ha^iologi.st  Aengus  was  not  the  least 
conspicuous.  While  the  virtues  of  its  luily  abbot  served  to 
illnsirate  the  doctrines  which  he  enforced,  his  talents  and 
research  enabled  him  to  throw  new  lights  on  many  obscure 
and  ditlicult  points  of  ecclesiastical  literature.  St.  Moelriian 
has  been  deservedly  ranked  among  the  most  le«rned  men  of 
the  day,  and  was  the  princi|ial  author  of^dm  celebrated 
martyrology  of  Tallagh  (Nlartyrologium  Tamlactense).^  This 
niartyrology  is  entitled  Murli/roloijiiim  Aengmii  filii  lliia- 
uhhlenii  H  Moelruanl,  and  is  consiilered  by  antiquarians  as  the 
most  copious  of  the  kind  written  in  any  country  at  that  |)eriud. 
From  the  name  of  Aengus  having  been  marked  in  the  title,  it 
is  conjectured  by  some  critics  that  the  work  had  been  first 
undertaken  l>y  Moelruan,  and  was  afterwards  continued  by 
Aengus.     St.  Moelruan  died  on  the  7tli  of  July,  a.d.  7t<8.§ 

St.  Albuin  or  Witta,  the  apostle  of  Tliuringia,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  and  flourished  in  this  century.  Thrithcmius  alTinns 
that  Albuin  embraced  the  monastic  state  in  Ireland,  and  after- 
wards repaired  to  Germany,  where  he  converted  numbers  to 
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thd  faith,  mid  beuaino  liisliop  alwtit  the  yuiir  741.  Ha*bntcre(l 
an  the  Kiinu  niiuinn  with  lioiiiface,  uiiil  wus  appoiiitmi  by  him 
liishnn  of  Iturnburu,  near  KritsUr,  in  Husm.-.*  Albiiin  w»s 
i;rt'atly  ailniired  for  Ilia  kiiowlvil^u  uf  the  iiacred  writings;  nnd 
by  hia  preachinu  and  missionary  lalwura,  haa  been  voneruted  as 
the  ajMiatla  and  |iutrnn  saint  of  lliat  cxtensivu  territory. 
Although  very  linnouralilu  mention  is  niaile  of  this  apostolical 
man  by  Arindd,  Wion,  and  othors,  yet  the  particulars  of  his 
eventful  mission  have  not  Iwen  liaiided  down  to  us.  Several 
works  have  been  attributed  to  him,  the  only  one  of  which  extant 
is  "a  book  of  inedilations  aildrcssed  to  the  |ieople  of  Diiringen. 
The  featival  of  >St.  Albiiin  is  held  on  the  2l>th  of  Octolwr. 

■St.  Ai.to,  descended  from  an  illuatrioiis  Irish  family,  arrived 
ill  Itavaria  about  the  same  time  that  Virgilius  hail  been  actively 
employed  on  his  mission  in  that  country. f  With  a  dcteriiiiiia- 
tion  of  leading  a  life  of  penance,  he  withdrew  to  ii  forest 
situated  between  Augsburg  and  Munich,  and  in  this  desolate 
abode  Alto  spent  severiil  years  as  an  ascetic.  The  fame  of  his 
sanctity  soon  spread  through  the  neighbouring  country;  and 
among  tlio  number  of  lii.s  admirers  was  i'epin,  then  king  of 
that  territory.  This  religious  prince,  anxious  for  the  reforma- 
tion of  his  people,  and  placing  a  high  value  on  the  services  of 
the  saint,  earnestly  entreated  him  to  leave  his  solitude.  At 
length  Hndhig  his  solieilatioiu  iuefll'Ctuul,  be  consented  to  grant 
him  some  ground  in  the  heart  of  the  forest,  for  the  pdrposo  of 
erecting  thereon  a  church  and  a  moiiiistery.  Tliis  work  was 
undertaken  in  7.^0,  anil  the  cliurcli,  when  finished,  was  iledi- 
ciiteil  by  St.  Donifaco;  it  was  called  from  the  saint  himself 
ALT0-^1UM8TIIR,  or  Alt-Munstkb,  and  was  the  fruitful  nursery 
of  saints  and  learned  men.  St.  Alto  is  said  to  have  coni- 
iiosed  several  devotional  werks.  The  year  of  his  death  has  not 
i>c>en  ascertained ;  but  his  memory  wus  revered  on  the  !lth  of 
February. 

Dicuii.,  a  learned  griiiiimariim  and  geometrician,  flourished 
at  the  close  of  the  eighth  century,  and  was,  a's  ho  himself  testi- 
.  fies,  ^  native  of  Ireland.  1'lie  acts  of  this  eminent  man  have 
perished  amidst  the  confusion  of  the  Danish  wars,  during 
which  |ieriod  piles  ol  manuscripts  and  other  inonumehts  of 
antiquity,  which  would  serve  to  illustrate  the  annuls  of  thoso 
times,  had  been  wantonly  destroyed.  Dicuii  has  written  "  A 
Geometrical  Account  of  the  I'rovinces  of  the  Earth,  according 
to  the  authority  of  those  (to  use  his  own  words)  whom 
Theodosius,  the  emperor,  hud  sent  to  measure  the  same."   This 
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work  h  oxUnt  in  inanimcript.  Ho  lins  also  lioon  the  niitlior  of  a 
trvatiiie  "  On  tlio  Ten  Questions  in  tlio  Art  of  Urammar."* 

Having  procooiletl  tlius  fiir,  it  may  not,|)crIiaps,b<j  considered 
irrelevant  to  examine,  in  tliis  place,  the  character  and  object 
of  those  ancient  monastic  institutions,  which  in  this  country 
owe  their  orijj'in  to  the  eighth  and  tlie  preceding  centuries. 
In  this  examination,  an  almost  countless  variety  of  topics 
present  themselves,  from  among  which  throe  principal  [xMnts 
shall  be  sclcctol.  In  the  first  place,  the  men  who  composed 
these  several  monastic  orders  had  in  view  an  object  above  all 
others  the  most  sublime,  and  to  man,  the  most  interesting. 
Secondly,  in  attaining  thi.i  object,  they  could  notl)e  considered 
an  incumbrance  to  any  community;  and  thirdly,  so  far  from 
being  an  incumbruncc,  they  were  a  national  Iwncfit.  Tliat 
their  object  had  been  most  intctesting,  is  a  Christian  truth 
which  no  man  acquainted  with  religion  will  venture  to  deny. 
To  calm  the  fury  of  contending  passions,  and  to  save  human 
nature  from  the  wreck,  a  benign  I'roviilonce  has  prescribed 
certain  rules,  some  of  which  are  enforced  as  precepts,  and 
others  are  recommended  as  counsels.  Among. these  counsels 
are  three  which  formed  an  essential  component  of  every 
monastic  order,  and  wliich  its  members  were  obliged  to  ob- 
servo  by  vows  the  most  sacred.  These  were,  voluntary 
poverty,  pcr|>etual  chastity,  and  constant  unqualified  obe- 
dience. To  these  were  added  the  observiinco  of  certain 
constitutions,  coinprelicnding  a  variety  of  duties  extremely 
rigorous,  and  to  which  tfunian  nntnrc,  in  the  innate  raokness 
of  its  corruption,  felt  a  strong  and  an  intuitive  repugiuince. 
Tliese  rules  had  been  faithfully  olMcrved  by  numbers;  and 
while  they  conducted  man  to  heaven,  they  served  to  afibrd 
another  triumuh  to  the  truths  of  the  Christian  Qospel.  Again, 
in  attaining  the  objects  which  they  had  contemplated,  these 
men  were  no  inconvenience  whatever  to  any  pOTtion  of  society. 
It  is  a  well  known  fact,  that  nil  these  monastic  establishments 
had  been  founded  and  brought^at  length  to  a  flourishing 
condition,  by  the  exclusive  industry  and  perseverance  of  the 
monks  themselves.  The  monasteries  of  these  centuries  were, 
'  generally  siwaking,  situated  in  pliices  originally  barren  and 
desolate.  NV^'n  the  servant  of  Uod  went  in  quest  of  a  spot 
on  which  jMrniight  erect  his  establishment,  he  repaired  to  the 
unculti\^ed  mountain  or  to  the  dreary  forest,  and  oftentimes 
to  thu^litary  island  around  which  the  ocean  billows  dashed, 
liose  bienk  and  frightful  shore,  no  living  creature  ba(l 
'  to  inhabit.  On  this  mountain,  and  in  this  forest,  and 
■  Ware,  Wiitcni. 
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within  this  dcaertuJ  islRnd,  the  roonkn  of  tlio  early  ages  of 
the  Irish  Chnrcli  settled  thomiielves.  Their  ImlitJttions  were, 
of  course,  at  the  first  onset,  lowly  and  miserable;  in  lapse  of 
time,  and  liy  unremitted  lalM>ur,  they  shook  the  rock  from  the 
niountiiin,  they  levelled  the  forest,  they  com|)ollod  the  stony 
soil  of  the  isl'iiid  to  yield  to  their  industry — they  did  what  the 
rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  had  neither  fortitude 
nor  ingenuity  to  do;  in  short,  they  rendered  the  mountain  a 
profitable  farm,  they  transformed  the  forest  into  a  dolichtful 
garden,  and  the  very  island,  with  all  its  barrenness,  nito  a 
second  nanidisc.  Hence  it  is,  that  in  the  acquisition  of  pro- 
perty, tlu'so  nionnstic  b<i<lies  were  gcncnilly  indebted  to  their 
own  persevering  industry.  It  has,  in  the  third  place,  been 
stated,  that  the  ancient  monks  of  Ireland  had  been  a  benefit 
to  the  community:  should  this  truth  require  illustration,  we 
need  but  refer  to  the  history  of  the  last  thrA)  centuries. 
While  these  monastic  foundations  had  been  suirered  to 
fluufth,  the  poor  of  the  country  knew  where  to  find  an 
asyfuni  and  a  home;  in  short,  thesd  religious  establishments 
were,  in  cIToct,  national  alms-houses,  and  at  the  same  time 
were  no  burden  or  expense  to  the  public.  Nor  were  the  ser- 
vices of  tliese  monastic  communities  limited  to  mere  acts  of 
charity ;  they  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  advance  the 
national  interest,  by  diffiuing  among  all  classes  a  spirit  of  in- 
dustry, and  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  civdised  life; 
anil  it  is  a^  well  known  fact,  that  mo.tt  of  our  towns  and 
ancient  cities  took  their  rise  from  the  solitary  religious  estab- 
lishiuent  which,  in  the  early  ages  of  our  national  Church,  had 
been  previously  erected  iu  those  places.  I)ut  the  paramount 
utility  of  the  monastic  orders  apjK-ared  most  conspicuous  in 
their  unremitted  exertions  towards  advancing  the  catlse  of 
literature,  through  the  medium  of  public  gratuitous  education. 
Ilesides  the  leading  seminaries  which  have  been  already 
noticed,  almost  every  monastery  had  a  school  of  education 
attached  to  it,  and  in  this  school  were  taught  the  truths  of 
religion  and  the  literature  of  the  day.  The  foreigner  as  well 
as  the  native  was  received  with  welcome;  and  lie  was  not 
only  educated,  but  supimrted  and  furnished  with  books  gra- 


tuitously, by  the  pious,  the  noble-minded,  the  generous  monks 
of  Ireland.  Tlie  conclusion  uj|uch  must  be  drawn  from  these 
few  observations  may  be  readilr  anticipated.    If  these  ancient 
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monastic  institutions  of  Ireland  had  been,  as  they  really  were, 
a  national  benefit,  it  clearly  follows  that  their  suppression 
mustlhave  been,  in  the  strict  sense  of  the  word,  a  national 
injury. 
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CHAPTER  I.  . 

Mufferinftfl  of  tlii)  Irinh  (liiirch  4hrinf{  the  ItAnitth  Invuio^—Coliimhiail  EsU- 
trliflhincntu  in  l)if  llebriilt'ii  pilUKMl  liy  thn  Oilmen— T/AtinUtiuQ  of  tho 
■hrino  Ami  rrticH  iif  Ht.  (^iliiiiilikiU  to  In-Iaiul  -  Thi;  Ui«h  t'lcnry  exempted 
fnuii  till'  (ilillKBtinii  of  attciKliiiu  Military'  Kxiicilitioni'  Kffei'tii  of  the 
.  UftittHh  Wani— IncrcaM]  of  Iriuli  MiiwionaneH — llUtory  of  Dungkl—Of  St 
l)oDAtiu~iu»l  of  Johu  ScottU  Krigena. 

That  CliriHtiiinity  had  been  established  in  Ireland  without 
liavinf;  to  Hti'iip)j;lo  sfjaiiist  the  terrim  of  persecution,  is  a  fact 
no  less  true  than  remarkable.  In  other  luitions,  tho  Gospel  was 
preached  amidst  tho  violence  and  uproar  of  the  bigot  and  the 
tyrant,  ami  the  storm  when  almted  was  soon  succeeded  by  the 
niry  ofthe  tein|>e8t:  not  so  in  Ireland;  here  the  progress  of 
the  Gospel  was  undisturbed,  and  it  rose  like  tho  sun  in  the 
heavens,  and  became  reH|Jendent  withotit  scarcely  a  vapour  to 
scatter  its  rays  or  a  cloud  to  darken  its  effulgence.  Some 
modern  writers  liavo  attempted  to  unravel  and,  in  short,  to/ 
account  for  this  moral  phenomenon ;  but  tho  reasons  which  i  ^> 
they  assign,  besides  being  jiuperHcial,  nuglit,  moreover,  with  > 
great  propriety  be  equally  applied  to  any  other  [wrtion  of  the  *" 
Christian  world,  ^t  is  most  clear  that  the  Church  of  Ireland 
had,  in  its  infaiicy,^ben  singularly  cherished,  and  Providence, 
in  ila  uusearcliable  >^^s,  allowed  it  to  grow  up  and  strengthen ; 
but  it  had  its  night  and  its  darkness,  with  the  storm.and  the 
tempest;  and  since  the  foundation  of  Cliristianity,  no  other 
particular  church  has  passed  through  such  a  crucible — such  a 
frightful  ordeal  of  woes  and  sufferings,  both  public  and  private, 
individual  and  national.  This  is  a  truth  which  the  man  of 
natural  sympathy  would  consider  both  melnncholy  and  awful; 
but  the  Irish  Catholic,  viewing  it  through  its  proper  medium, 
will  glory  in  it ;  it  is,  however,  a  truth— an  undeniable  truth — 
wliich  the  subsequent  pages  of  this  work  may  serve  to  eluci- 
date. It  has  been  already  noticed  that  the  Scandinavians  or 
Danes  had  mado  their  appearance  on  the  coast  of  Ireland  about 
the  close  of  the  foregoing  century.*     In  the  year  807  these 

*  Trutiiig  of  thoiH!  iiortbem  lulvsnturera,  Unher  says  :  '*  Livonia,  oxtend- 
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Nurthmen  cfl'ectod  a  sc(^ond  landing  in  Ireland,  doatroyed 
Jtusuominon,  iind  laid  wiuto  tliu  surruunding  country.  Encou- 
infivd  by  tlu-au  ro)ioatcd  Bucceiuies,  tlicy  arrived  witli  a  stronger 
fU'et  in  H12,  luit  were  ovorconio  in  two  battlca,  and  great 
slaughter  unstieil.  Iliiwcvcr.  in  821.  tlie  Danes  made  a  still 
more  formidable  ottjK»lf5int»k«tikfWid  spread  universal  terror 
through  the  coiutfry.  At  this  time  they  stormed  and  laid 
waste  (.'ork,  I.iuixre,  and  the  monastery  of  the  island  of  Cape 
Clear.  AbouH  this  |ioriud,  likewise,  the  great  monastery 
of  Uangor  wa»|>lundered  and  almost  levell«u  to  the  ground; 
the  abbot  uni  nine  hundreti  of  the  nmnks  were  put  to 
death;  while  the  rich  shrine  of  St.  Conigal  having  been 
brr>k«n,  ojwn,  the  relics  were  taken  out,  and  scattered 
with  the  winds  of  heaven.*  In  this  manner  did  they  con- 
tinue year  after  year  their  dcpretlations,  new  fleets  arriving, 
and  fresh '  ronquusts  the  inevitable  result,  until  835,  when 
Turgesius  the  iJane  landed  with  a  jMiwerful  army,  and  de- 
Btroyeil  all  Connaught,  together  « ith  some  districts  of  Leinster 
ami  Mcath.  Ulster  shared  the  same  fate;  churches  and 
monasteries  were  everywhere  demolished;  their  libraries  con- 
suineil,  and  the  sanctuary  and  the  cloister  dolngud  witli  the 
blood  of  the  clergy  .t  Turgesius  entered  Armagh  an<l  expelled 
the  archbishop  Faranan,  together  with  all  the  religious  and  stu- 
dents of  that  ancient  and  celebrated  place,  Colgan  states, 
moreover,  that  in  the  year  838  the  Danes,  with  a  Beet  of  sixty 
sail,  entered  the  rivers  Iloync  and  Littby,  and  spreading  tliem- 
selves  over  the  plains,  tlu'ough  which  these  rivers  flow,  plun- 
dered^n  all  directions  churches,  monasteries,  and  the  dwellings 
of  nil  sorts  of  pconle.  During  the  sway  of  Turgesius,  the 
Danes  .pillaged  Cork,  Kerns,  Armagh,  Clonfert,  .Slane,  Louth, 
Ifarr,  Clonmacnois,  iSaigar,  Tirdaghiss,  Mayo,  and  Taghnion.t 
In  short,  there  lii(|d  been  scarcely  any  part  of  Ireland  secured 
from  the  ravages  of  these  unspring  plunderers.  About  the 
.year  bit)  Turgesius  was  defeated  ,in  battle  by  Melseachlain 

inf(  to  the  cftRtem  Bhora  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  is  dividtil  into  three  ])artR,  (liffering 
frt>iii  each  iithur  iu  luanuon  mill  language,  viz.,  Katia,  Lettia,  and  C'tirlaiiilia. 
The  ]injvinro  of  b><tia  wjui  iiihahititl  ny  thime  whnm  the  aiicieiit  Oreiika  ilcno- 
liiinaWn  Orttiii-i  nnil  V^tioiiita.  Hy  Touitiia,  iu  (ientmnia,  they  were  called 
.'tiatti ;  l>y  K^niihanl,  in  the  life  of  ^.'harlca  tiie  Ureal,  Amti ;  Ity  .Saxu  dram- 
inaticiiH,  lOttoneN ;  Ity  iik,  Otttiiianui  or  Eaatcilinga  The  hjiatcrfiiiKa  of  1  relauil 
were  aim)  calleil  hy  other  iiaineH,  via*.  IMnrti,  Sortait/iam,  anil  NortnttM^ 
which  wan  a  name  eoniniuii  to  all  the  {leojile  of  Uenlnark,  Norway,  Ijvonia, 
anil  the  reet  of  the  ui»rth«ru  iiationa.'  (In  Vut«r  E|>-  Hib)  Acoonliii};  to 
OUiifl  WonniiiB,  *')iiracy  waa  among  the  Danee  a^ccuuteil  honourable  and 
lawful;  their  kingM  ami  their  chihiren,  with  the  moat  valiant  aoil  nuturioua 
they  could  find,  addieteil  theniaelviii  t4i  tliat  sort  of  life." 
*  Keating,  b.  'J.        \  Joceliu  Vita.  H.  Fat        %  Annals  of  Inuisfallco. 
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(Malacliy)  kiiif;  of  IrclnnJ,  and  falling  into  liia  handn,  waa, 
by  Ilia  o'rilcrs,  drowned  in  n  lake  rallvd  l.ucli-uur,  nt-ar  Mul- 
lingar.  During  the  nnnio  year  IMidacliy  engaged  t\\n  Danish 
forces  et  Fore,  and  gained  n  <'oni|ilelo  victory;  'u>  this  engage- 
ment seven  liundix-d  of  the  Scandinavians  were  nlain,  anil 
lieforo  the  end  of  lliat  year  two  battles  more  had  been  fouulit, 
in  which  one  thouHnnd  seven  hnndred  of  the  Danes  perisiied. 
On  this  occasion  Mulnchy  sent  anibusMidors  with  presents  to 
(rliarles  the  Ihdd,  king  of  France,  intending  thereby  to  forinji 
Imml  of  frienilship  with  thnt  monarch,  and  obtuiu  peruijtaton 
to  |iu8»  through  France  on  his  way  to  Itonie.* 

'I'he  Danes  continued  to  receive  new  reinforcements  from 
Norway  und  Denmark,  and  about  t<5l  Dublin,  which  was 
already  in  the  possession  of  n  body  of  these  Northmen  called 
Fin-j/<il»  or  icliite  J'orrii/iiere,  was  attacked  by  nnotlier  force 
culled  Ihihh-gahm  Muck  fiiri'iijnrrt,  when  an  immense  slaughter 
of  the  Fin-gals  ensued,  and  Dublin  was  stormed  aii<l  jflun- 
dered.  Hut  in  H5.'l  Audnvo  or  AulilVc,  accompanied  by  his 
two  brothers.  Sitiic  and  Ivar,  uiwl  a  great  fleet  of  Norwegians, 
arrived  in  Ireland,  and  all  the  Northmen  in  the  kingdom  sul>- 
niitteil  to  him.  Amiuve  took  possession  of  Dublin;  Limerick 
was  enlarged  and  governed  by  Ivar,  ami  Sitric  built  Water- 
fonl.t  From  this  year  until  the  close  of  the  ninth  century, 
Ireland  was  one  contiMUc<l  scene  of  engag(>ments  and  slaughter, 
in  which  the  Danes  and  the  Irish  were  alternately  victorious. 
As  if  to  render  this  state  of  attiiirs  still  luore  calamitous,  the 
Irish  princes  kept  up  repeated  contentions  among  themselves. 
In  some  of  these  engagements  tlie  Danish  tnmps  were  invited 
to  take  an  active  part;  and  their  utisistunce  wiu  solicited  |iar- 
ticularly  by  Aiilus,  who  in  f«i;i  had  Ijcen  raised  to  the  throne 
of  Ireland  by  the  piwerlul  aid  which  AiuUive  had  aftorded 
him.}  In  the  midst  of  these  awful  occurrences,  desolation 
and  terror  stalked  fnmi  one  extremity  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  while  cities,  towns,  churches,  and  umnnsteries  became  a 
l)rev  to  the  fury  of  the  contending  |iarties. 

I^or  were  the  religious  establishments  in  the  Hebrides  and 
along  the  western  coast  of  Scotland  secured  from  the  irrup- 
tions of  these  pirates;  The  ffreat  moimstcry  of  Hy, appears  to 
have  been  selected,  in  a  particular  manner,  us  the  object  of 
their  fury.  This  estid)lishinent,  althnngh  extensive  and  of 
great  celebrity,  |)08sesaed  none  of  those  things  which  might 
invite  tlieini)>acity  of  the  plundei'er.  Nevertheless,  within  its 
walls  a  treasure  had  been  de|iosited  which  was  esteemed  more 

*  lud.  IAku.  a.  MS.     t  titnlduji  Tup.  HiU  L  3.     ^Aunali  ol  Inuufalliin. 
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valuable  by  that  roliKJoiM  commnnlty  tlian  all  the  grcatnem 
Bnil  wealth  of  thia  world :  it  contained  the  nhrino  and  relics 
of  St.  Coluinlw.  Diermit  was  then  abbot  of  Ily ;  and  thin  aood 
■nan,  aware  of  the  profanations  to  which  the  sanctuary  had  been 
hourly  ox|>oaed,  doomed  it  most  advisablu  to  have  the  liallowoii 
remains  of  the  saint  reniovo<l  as  f<po(<dily  as  possible  out  of 
that  island.  Accordingly,  in  831,  the  relics  and  shrine  of  St. 
Coluinba  were  removed  from  the  church  of  Ily,  and  with 
other  sacreil  memorials  of  antiquity,  were  translated  to  Ireland. 
The  remains  of  St.  Patrick  had,  in  the  fifth  century,  been 
deposited'  at  Down,  while  those  of  St.  Drigid  were  removed 
from  Kilduro  to  that  place  by  Kcllach,  abbot  of  Kildare  and 
Ily,  about  the  year  810  j  thither  also  the  remains  of  St.  Co- 
lumba  wore  conveyed,  an<l  with  great  pomp  and  solemnity 

Spaced  in  the  same  shrine  with  those  of  St.  Patrick  and  St. 
rigid.* 

Donchad  or  Donagh,  king  of  all  Ireland,  after  having 
devoted  the  latter  years  of  nis  life  to  prayer  and  penance, 
died  in  7',)7,  ami  had  for  successor  Aidus,  sumamed  Ordnidhe, 
son  of  the  king  Niell  Krossach.  During  the  reign  of  Aidus, 
the  Irish  clergy  obtained  an  exemption  from  a  <lnty  in  itself 
disgraceful  and  altogether  repugnant  to  the  dignity  of  the 
clerical  state.  It  np|)ears  that  a  custom  hud  at  timt  time  pre- 
vailed in  Ireland  of  compelling,  bishops  and  abbots  to  attend 
the  kings  in  their  military  ex|)caitions.  The  people  of  Leinster 
having  incurred  the  displeasure  of  Aidus,  that  monarch  raised 
a  powerful  army  from  all  parts  of  Ireland,  and  marched 
towarils  the  borders  of  Leinster,  with  a  determination  of 
njducing  that  province  to  subjection.  This  army  had  been 
com|>osed  of  men  taken  from  every  rank  in  society,  comprising 
likewise  a  cosiderable  numlter  of  ecclesiastics.  Among  those 
who  accompanied  Aidus,  were  Conmach,arclibi8lioji  of  Armagh, 
and  Koth»<!ius,  a  most  learned  and  holy  lectur(;r  of  that  city; 
When  the  army  hud  arrived  at  the  frontiers  of  Leinster,  the 
clergy,  in  strong  terms,  remonstrated  with  Ai<lu3  on  the 
iniprupriety  of  C(>m|ielling  men  to  take  up  arms  who,  by  their 
situation  in  life,  should  be  the  promoters  of  peace.  Aidus 
listened  with  attention  to  their  coiuiilaints,  and  left  the  matter 
to  the  decisions  of  Fotliadius.  'rfiis  learned  eccle»iastic  ac- 
cordingly drew  up  a  <locument,  in  which  ho  set  forth'tlie 
scamlaTuus  and  xmcnnonieal  impropriety  of  such  a  custom ;  and. 
this  statement  of  Kothadius  made  such  an  IhifireFision  on  tlio 
mind   of    Aidus,   that   he    permitted    the    ecclesiastics    who 

-     .  •  .ViinaU  of  ITUtcr  »t  8.11. 
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Imd  •ccnmpanied  tlie  oxpoditinn  to  return  home*  From  tin's 
|>erio(l  timt  shainerul  pruclicc  fell  into  disuse,  and  wan  aflur- 
warda,  by  n  pnaltivo  law,  totiillr  nbolialicdi 

While  the  doinoatic  and  iiolilleul  state  of  society  hod  been 
thui  convuUo<l,  it  is  reniarKiible  with  what  nrilcr  the  acliooU 
lielonKiiip  to  aomo  of  the  jiruat  eatublislinu'nta,  particularly 
in  llio  interior  of  the  kingdom,  had  been  condncivd.  The 
■rniiimriea  nl  Clonard,  Cloiifcrt,  tAMgldin,  Usniorc,  and  many 
othcra,  cnntinueil  their  lecturea  aa  naual;  and  although  the 
prcat  influx  of  foreigners  for  which  former  ajics  had  been 
remarkable,  could  not  be  expected  to  have  taken  place  amidst 
the  confusion  of  the  ninth  century,  nevertheless,  the  ancient 
spirit  of  literature  naa  not  extinguished,  and  the  halls  of  many 
of  our  learned  institutions  were  tilled  with  numbers  of  scholars, 
and  of  eminently  distingnished  profeasors.  CoiHidering,  like- 
wise, the  awl'ul  C(unplcxion  of  the  times,  ecclosiasticnl  disciplii^e 
was  regularlaly  enforced  anil  moat  sernpniously  observed  in 
each  <liocesiv^  Kut  the  moat  singular  an<l  undoubted  fact  is, 
that  ainco  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  no  century  had 
produced  more  illustrioua  or  ttdenled  men.  Many  of  these 
repaired  to  the  continent  of  Kurope,  partly  for  the  purpose  of 
retirement  ami  study,  but  much  more  from  an  anxious  wish 
to  serve  niankimi,  and  to  lend  their  assistance  in  the  general 
dilTusion  of  the  (io<i|)eI.  Ureat  numbers  remained  in  Ireland, 
and  according  as  society  began  to  assnmi*  a  more  settleil 
aspect,  and  as  opiwirtunities  might  ]icrmit,  they  impressed  the 
truths  of  Christianity  on  tin)  hearts  of  the  Danes,  and  were 
the  happy  inatruuH'nts  in  effecting  tlie  conxTrsion  of  that 
enterprising  and  hitherto  infidel  people.  From  the  catalogue 
of  those  who  became  distingnialied  on  the  continent,  a  few 
shall  be  selected,  while  a  brief  account  of  the  remainder  shall 
lie  reserved  for  the  third  chapter. 

DuMOAi,,  the  celebrated  opponent  of  Clandius  the  Icono- 
clast, flouriaheii. in  this  century,  and  was  a  native  of  Ireland.t 
According  to  the  most  probable  account,  Dungal  belonged  to 
the  establishment  of  Jtangor.  Having  been  com|>ell%d  to  lenvo 
that  place  in  C(>nae<|neuco  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Danes,.ho 
retired,  first  to  France,  and  afterwards  to  Italy.  During  his 
abode  in  France  Dungal  spent  some  time  aa  a  recluse  in  the 
monastery  of  St.  Deins.  Here  he  applied  himself  to  conteni- 
platiiin  and  study,  and  compo.sed  Ins  learncil  cuistic  on  the 
r>vp  Solar  Kclipses  of  810,  which  he  dedicated  to  Charle- 
luagnc.t     Dungul's  talents  and  information  soon  renderc<l  him 

*  Four  Mastura  at'  A'.  8flO.    "    -  t-Hi«toin  Littenure,  torn.  4. 
X  l>'Ackery,  Mtiiuilegimii,  titni.  10. 

H 


162  tCCLCKUITICAl,  nnrORT  OP  IRtLAXD. 

ronnpiciimiii,  nnd  lio  became  a  fjreat  favourite  of  Cliarlemafnie, 
who,  beside  Ilia  love  for  military  glory,  was  aliio  an  admirer 
and  a  patron  of  leamin);.  Having  rcmaineil  but  a  very  nlmrt 
time  in  tlio  miinaittery  of  St.  Denis,  Uunf;al  woa  previiiled 
U|ion  tb  Icavu  liin  solitude,  nnd  was  aftcrwanis  einployeil  in 
delivering  lectures  on  matlieniaticnl  nnd  thcologicul  subjects 
in  some  of  the  most  celobratcil  schools  of  that  country.  A\)out 
this  period  he  published  his  collection  of  poems,  one  of  which, 
in  praise  of  Ciiarleniagne,  has  been  particularly  admired,  aixl 
in  It  ho  cidls  himself  an  JruKexile.  Nome  years  after  Dungnl 
refiaircd  to  Itnly,  where  he  was  appointed  professor  at  I'aviii, 
and  his  instructions  were  attcndeil  by  students  from  Milan, 
Lodi,  Hrescia,  llergamo, 'Tortona,  Novnro,  Vercclli,  Acqui, 
(ienoa,  Asti,  and  (Jomo.*  The  heresy  of  the  Iconoclasts, 
which  had  made  its  appearance  in  the  eighth  century,  and  was 
condemned  by  the  second  Council  of  Nice,  had,  it  seems,  one 
favourite  in  this  age.  Iconoclnsin  might  with  propriety  be 
tcrmoil  an  heretical  vapour;  it  ap|>carcd  and  di.sap|>enrcd  about 
the  same  moment.  Its  principal  object  was  to  op|)ose  the  vene- 
ration or  relative  res|)cct  which  Catholics  pay  to  the  images 
and  representations  of  Christ  and  his  saints.  So  repugnant 
was  this  heresy,  not  only  to  tlio  a|H>8tolical  practice  6(  the 
ancient  Fathers  of  the  Oburcb,  but  oven  to  tho  dictates  of 
nature  and  commun  sense,  that  it  was  universally  condemned, 
and  in  a  very  short  time  became  literally  evanescent.  How- 
ever in  the  ninth  century  Claudius,  bishop  of  Turin,  soon  after 
his  promotion  to  that  see,  made  a  vigorous  but  fruitless  effort 
to  revive  it.  This  ambitious  prelate  had  resolved  to  indulge 
his  vanity  at  the  expense  of  religion,  nnd  knowing  that  the 
heresies  of  ancient  tunes  had  all  disappeared  without  leaving 
scarcely  a  wreck  behind,  lie  preferred  sjioculating  in  one  of  a 
more  modern  character,  and  attempted  to  resuscitate  Icono- 
clasni.  With  (Ids  view  he  published  a  treatise,  which  he  called 
"  An  A)«)logy  against  Tlieodimir."  In  this  work  Cluudiua 
inveighed  against  the  respect  due  to  images  and  to  the  cross; 
and  insisted,  moreover,  that  festi^ls  should  not  be  observed 
or  saints  invokod.t  The  work  appeared  when  Dungal  had 
been  in  Italy,  and  it  gave  rise  to  a  most  learned  and  elaborate 
display  of  scriptural  and  historical  erudition  from  the  pen 
of  our  distinpnislied  countrym.m.  In  answer  to  Claudnis, 
Dungal  published  a  treatise  entitled  "  Hesponsa  contra  ^r- 
_  versas  CInudii  Tiironensis  Kplscopi  Sententias."}  In  this  work 
he  denioiistnites    from  reason.   Scripture,   and    the  universal 

*  Mumtori,  Aotiq-  Ital.  torn.  3.  f  Flcury,  1.  47. 
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nractire  of  miinkinil,  tint  n  proju'r  rovurontial  respect  iniglit 
be  |»U(I,  not  only  tu  aii  iniaKU  of  ClirUt,  liiit  aUo  to  tlioae  who 
jiroved  themselves  to  'do  followers  of  Christ;  anil  not  only  to 
the  livinft  nicnilieni,  who  were  the  temples  of  the  Holy  Ghost, 
bnt  even  to  ^ny  lifeless  Hi<;nifinative  object  in  which  the  great 
event  of  man's  eternal  redemption  miKbt  have  been  represented. 
TreulinK  on  the  invocation  of  saints,  I)iinf;al  observes:  "  If 
the  apostles  ami  martyrs,  while  in  this  world,  could  pray  for 
others,  how  mncli  more  can  tliey  ilo  it  after  their  crowns, 
victories,  and  triumphs?"  In  conclusion,  Duufinl  a<lds:  "  I  low 
can  a  bishop  who  abhors  the  cross  of  Jesus  Christ  |>erfonn 
the  ecclosiiutical  functions,  baptize,  bless  the  holy  chrism, 
impose  hands,  give  benedictions,  or  celebrate  Moss'r  For,  as 
St.  Augustin  observes,  none  of  these  functions  can  bo  duly 
exercised  witluiut  mnkini;  the  si^n  of  the  cross."  The  learniTig 
which  |iervades  the  lintiro  of  this  treatise,  proves  most  clearly 
the  deep  theologicaf  research  of  its  author.  Dungal,  besi  leu 
his  ecclesiastical  information,  waa  gifted  with  a  uiitund  ti.Hio 
for  poetry ;  but  still  parnniount  was  his  excellent  knowledge  of 
mathematics  a^l  astronomy.  Besides  his  celebrated  work  on 
'  the  eclipses,  which  in  his  day  was  a  singular  masterpiece  of 
philosophical  talent,  there  are  other  productions  regarding  the 
doubling  of  the  cuW,  which  some  ancient  lovers  of  science 
have  attributed  to  Dungal.  He  possessed  an  extensive  collec- 
tion of  rare  and  rich  works,  which  he  benueathed  to  the 
monastery  of  ISobbio.  It  is  genernlly  thought  that  Dungul 
died  in  that  monastery,  about  the  year  %M,  and,  agreeably  to 
his  own  wish,  had  luwcr  been  exalted  to  a  higher  rank  iu  the 
church  than  that  of  deacon.  His  death  was  greatly  lamented, 
and  variinis  eulogiums  have  been  written  on  the  genius  and 
merits  of  this  learned  Irishman,*  who,  in  the  centre  of  confu- 
sion at  home  and  of  heresy  abroad,  stood  forth  the  banished 
exile  from  his  country,  and  the  learned  advocate  of  the  sacred 
and  dncient  religion  of  his  forefathers. 

Among  other  holy  and  enlightened  men  who,  during  the 
irruptions  of  the  Dones,  had  fled  to  the  continent,  was  St. 
DoNATUS,  afterwards  bishop  of  Ficsole,  in  Tuscany.  Donatus 
was  a  bishop  before  he  left  his  native  country,!  and  most 

*  ftnmo  of  them  bavo  Im!<mi  liul>ltshc<l  by  Marteno,  in  one  of  which  (Epita- 
phiutn)  we  ntnl :  "  .Scriptiiras  (intmit  costo  do  jiectorc  BncniH.  Ktlocet  inliroioH 
ct  Toliilofl  ]Hirtttir.  I^ut4)  nt^miis  |iuurot,  et  dai  capteiitibuM  escam.  Hiuc  bic 
ut  cajiiaut,  indrcilKim  iMuit4.T."i-tu. 

t  A  A.  .S.S.  |h  *2.'{0.  Cul>{aii  il.M^  not  iiay  ihi%  altboiij^h  Lanigan  oit<>8  him 
ftir  it  What  Colgati  nays  in  fliia  (on  the  aiiUiority  nf  OMiatautiiie  Caietaii), 
that  Mt  l>ouattiB  "  cit  nniio  quo  8.  Andrea  ex  llilicrnia  vetiurAt,  factum  caao 
e|>ijtco|>um  Fiiiulnnuiu."  Neither  Cul^iut  nur  Latiigan  say  anything  of  his 
lieiiig  a  cburv'iitico|uu. 
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Iirolxilily  B  cliort'|iUc<>pus.  On  his  <lu|>arturo  from  Ireland, 
10  l)roii);lit  with  him  h  wry  iwintly  nnil  learned  man  iiiimed 
Andri'w,  who  w'n«»flerward«  deacon  of  tlio  Church  of  Kicsolo, 
and  founder  of  nn  extcnaive  inonnatcry  at  the  foot  of  the 
Fipsolv  mountains.  U<inatu»  arrived  ut  Konic  during;  tha. 
rolj»n  of  Louis  llio  I'ioua,  and  soon  after  rc|iaircd  to  Tuseany, 
where  he  etuployed  himself  in  teaching;  ^rutnitoiisly,  and  was 
the  auti  >r  <  f  several  tracts  partly  |>oelical  and  imrlly  Uicologi- 
i  a.'  His  great  leariiii.i(;  and  piety  soon  ranked  him  ainon''st 
the  most  distin);uished  ecclesiastics  in  that  district;  and  tlio 
diocese  of  Fiesole  having  hven  at  this  time  vacant,  Uonatus 
was  waited  n|jon  hy  the  clergy  and  people,  and  re<|ueHtcd  to 
undertake  its  goverinuent.  The  year  of  his  promotion  is 
uncertain ;  lint  he  was  undnulitedly  bishop  there  in  1*44,  in 
which  year  he  was  present  ut  the  coronation  of  I-ouia  (the  son 
of  Lolliarins)  as  king  of  Italy.  In  H6I  he  was  present  at  a 
Latcran  council  lichl  under  Nicholas  I.  against  John  of 
Ravenna,  after  which  he  governed  the  see  of  Kiesolc  for 
twelve  years.  Besides  his  profound  knowle<lgo  of  thoScrip- 
tures,  and  his  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  the 
Fathers,  Donatns  was  one  of  the  most  eminent  poets  of  hit  day. 
According  to  Dem|>stor,  as  quoted  by  Ware,  he  wrdto  an 
account  of  his  own  travels ;  also,  the  o(fice  of  his  church  and 
commentaries  on  the  holy  Scriptuies.  Donatus  com|ioscd  a 
life  uf  St.  Urigid,  tlic  prologue  of  which  is  extant,  and  has 
been  prefixed  by  Colgan  to  a  life  said  to  liavo  been  written  by 
St.' Clltlten  of'Iniskultru.  ,It  |ias  been  noticed  as  an  ancient 
and  valuable  fragment;  while  at  the  same  time  it  serves  to 
imiiit  out  the  genius,  talent,  and  love  of  country  for  which  this 
prelate  had  been  distinguished.  St.  Donatus  died  on  the  22nd 
of  October,  *.D.  87.'),*  and  was  interred  in  his  own  cathedral. 
Of  all  the  Irishmen  who  hail,  in  llioso  times,  repaired  tuthe 
continent,  the  most  learned  and  celebrated  was  John  Scotus 
Erigena,  or  as  some  ancient  manuscripts  have  it,  Eringena, 
Erin  being  the  land  which  gave  Ifiin  birth.t     Jolm  was  not 

*  The  (ulluwiiiff  epitaph,  coniitoHcl  by  binu«lf,  bad  lieen  eiigrareil  on  bis  tomb  : 
Hie  ego  Donatus  Hcatoruni  Hanfpiine  cratus 
N>ltiR  in  b<K  tiiniuh),  pulvere,  vemie,  vorur, 
KeKitius  ItaiiuiB  Mervivi  |>)iirihnH  anoi*, 
Liitluirio  ma^no,  LuilomcMjiie  iHino^ 
Oettnit  lualria,  teptemi  tHn/Mr  arutia 
I'uat  fVftulann  I'nmul  in  iirlie  fut. 
Gratnita  tliHcipnlitt  dictAbam  Bcn|A«  HbeUia  - 
Sc-heuiata  niftronmi,  tlicta  lieata  M>niim. 
I'artH^  viaUir  adis  <jniNquia  pm  inunera  L'hhlti 
Te  niiHlo  Hon  pi^eat  cerncru  linsta  mea, 
At^pie  prceare  IVuin.  rotidei  iiui  cnimina  <>eli, 
[j't  mihi  cuULijUat  rvfjna  beata  aua. 
t  Hilt.  Liltunin.',  Lv. 
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in  lioly  orclfra,  nor  wnn  Jio  a  ninnk.iu  some  i^ritpn  have,  with- 
oat  any  authority,  iiiKtwtakcn  toimscrt.  In  claKsiral  and  pliilo- 
snpliical  loarning  John  Scotua  Krigena  ntnoil  nnriralleil ;  but 
hi!  wan  by  no  means  deeply  read  in  tlieoln^ienl  literature, 
nor  has  he,  durine  tlie  enrly  |mrt  of  his  lile,  aii|K'ared  to  hare 
made  it  his  stuily.  About  the  venr  K40  lie  removed  to 
France,  where  by  bin  Renins,  lenrumf;,  and  wit,  he  became  a 
^reat  favourite  with  the  French  king,  ('harles  the  lliild.  This 
monarch  took  such  delight  in  his  conversation,  that  he  kept 
him  constaiitly  at  court,  ami  did  him  the  honour  uf  receiving 
him  us  a  guest  at  Ids  table.  The  royal  presence  was  no  restraint 
on  John,  anil  although  he  ot'tentinies  inilul^feil  his  wit  at  tho 
ex|>en>e  of  the  kin^  himself,  yet  his  lan)!ua};o  never  gave 
offence,  anil  was  not  only  tolerated  but  encouraged.  The 
works  of  Dionysius  tho  Areopagite  were  ut  that  time  greatly 
esteemed  in  France,  in  consequence  of  the  prevalent  opinion 
that  the«,»hail  been  the  productions  of  St.  Denis,  the  first 
hishon/ff  I'aris.  )John  having  been  well  versed  in  the  (jreek 
hingnnge  was,  accordinglv„emploved  by  Charles  to  translate 
into  Uitin  the  four  booKs  of  Uiimysius.  This  translation, 
which  lias  been  much  admired,  a]>peared  in  )SI)(),  and  was 
dedicated  to  the  king.*  At  this  time  John  taught  philosophy 
in  I'aris;  his  lectures  were  attended  by  a  great  concourse 
of  scholars,  and,  as  Itrucker  remarks,  the  system  which  he 
adopteil  was  that  of  the  new  I'latonists  of  the  Alexandrian 
Bcliool.  ^Vliile  he  had  been  thus  usefully  engaged,  tiie 
writings  of  the  monk  (lotheseale  gave  rise  to  a  serious 
controversy  among  the  French  divines,  on  tho  mysterious 
doctrines  of  grace  and  prcHlestination.  Uothescale  was  sup- 
irarted  by  I'rudentius,  bisliop  of  Troies,  liemigius,  archbishop 
of  Lyons,  Floras,  archdeacon  of  the  same  city,  and  many 
others;  while  ho  was  op|M>scd  by  numbers,  among  whom 
Ilincmar,  archbishop  of  Kheims,  and  Kabanus,  archbishop  of 
Mentz,  were  the  most  distinguished.  On  this  occasion,  John 
was  solicited  by  Ilincmar  ami  his  party  to  compose  a  treatise 
on  predestination.  This  work  was  published  about  the  year 
850;  in  the  coin|Hiaition  of  it,  Scotiis  Erigena  was  led  astray 
by  placing  too  great  a  ile|K'nilance  on  Platonic  piHiiciples, 
and  lie  fell  into  a  variety  of  errors.  Among  other  absurdities, 
ho  advanced  that  sin  and  punishment  being  mere  privations, 
cannot  come  under  the  divine  prescience;  that  the  torments 
of  tho  duiunoil  are  only  tho  mere  recollection  of  their  sins;  that 
the  damned   will,    at  length,  enjoy  the  beatific  vision;  that 

•  Usihw,  E|>.  SyE  n.  22. 
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tliu  irregular  iijotiona  of  the  will  may  bo  liiililc  to  punisliment, 
but  thai  our  nature  itnolf  cannot;  un<l  in  sliort,  that  human 
nature  !•  nut  liublu  to  sin.  As  soon  as  this  work,  which 
comprised  ninctiyn  clinpteni,  had  mailu  its  appearance,  it 
proifuced  an  exiruorilinury  sensation  thriMi;ihuut  the  GiUlican 
Church,  and  wa*  ably  refuted  by  I'ruilentius,  Klorus,  and 
other  ilivinen.*  It  was  formally  condumuoJ  by  the  third 
Council  of  Valence,  in  H!>!>,  and  is  re|>rcsente<I  as  a  mass  of 
"  impertinent  syllojiiisnis,  containing  inventions  of  the  devil, 
riithur  than  any  pro|H»iition  of  faitli."  Tlie  Council  of  Ijon- 
gres,  held  in  hi'J,  couHrmed  tliia  sentence,  and  in  the  same 
year  the  work  was  solemnly  condemned  by  pope  Nicholas  I.t 
About  the  same  time  his  work  on  Naliiret  was  published; 
and  here  his  philosophy  led.  him  into  a  niiize  of  the  most 
extravagant  errors.  I'liis  production,  which  had  boeu  written 
in  form  of  a  di:dogue,  was  diviiled  into  Kve  books,  lie  re- 
duces Nature  into  four  classes  or  divisions  ;|  1st,  that  which 
creates  and  is  not  created ;  2nd,  that  which  creates  Bn<l  is 
createil ;  Hrd,  that  whicu  does^  not  create  and  is  created ; 
4tli,  that  which  neither  creates  nor  is  created.  After  a  tedious 
and  subtle  discussion  on  ti|e  three  first  classes,  John  in  his 
fourth  and  liflli  books  attempts  to  explain  how  the  created 
natures  will  at  length  return  into  the  increatcd  one.  He 
teaches,  that  at  the  geuend  resurrection,  the  bo(ly  of  man  will 
be  transformed  into  his  snul;  that  the  soul  will  pass  into 
the  primordial  cauM's,  and  these  causes  nt  length  intoQod; 
and  thus  a  period  will  arrive  wlicn  there  will  be  nothing  but 
the  Deity  in  existence.  Frvn  these  and  similar  absunlities, 
an  endless  chain  of  the  inost  extravagant  errors  arc  deduced, 
and  among  the  rest  he  concludes  that  thi;  wickedness  and 
punishments  of  the  danmed  will  at  some  time  have  an  end. 
J  lis  book  on  the  Eucharist  was  published  about  the  year 
80 1. §  This  work  had  been  writtun  principally  with  a  view  to 
impugn  the  system  of  Pascasius  Radbcrtus,  relative  to  the 
mode  of  Christ's  presence  in  the  Eucharist.  Neither  Pasca- 
sius nor  any  other  man  had  then  the  imiiiety  to  question  the 
real  presencfe  of  Christ's  body  aud  blood  m  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Altar.  There  had,  however,  been  a  controversy  between 
Pascasius  and  others  relative  to  the  mode  or  manner  of  this 
presence.  Pascasius  hehl  that  the  body  of  Christ  is  present 
in  the  blessed  Eucharist  in  the  very  same  form  as  it  had  been 
on  earth,  and  as  it  suffered  on  the  jcrgss  and  rose  from  the 
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dead.  Hcnrft,  according  to  lihii,  the  phnuio  inn  body 
iiiuant  0  [ittlpiililo  Ixidy,  audi  un  our  Saviour  hud  durinf;  hit 
iniwioii  on  earth.  Un  the  other  hand,  many  lunrned  Catholic 
(livlnoa,  in  treating  on  the  doctrine  of  tlie  Kucharist,  main- 
tuinod  that  tho  body  uml  bhmd  of  Christ,  although  roally 
uiid^suUtantially  jireHpnt  in  tlio  Sacrament,  are  not  there.in 
tho  ninnnor  or  nmhr  thu  form  of  a  body  u»  underatood  and 
explained  by  i'aiiciiHius.  Among  tho  op|><>ncnts  of  the  I'a>- 
casian  aystem  was  Jolin  Scotu.i  Erigcna.  In  consequence  of 
nonio  peculiar  terms  employed  by  John  in  tho  conipositiqn  of 
Ills  work,  nnd  of  a  singular  |ihilosoplii(;til  procewi  of  reason- 
ing, many  pLTHons  had  been  led  to  consider  tlie  book  as 
heterodox,  and  that  its  author  had  actually  denied  the  real 
presence.  But  in  this  opinion  they  were  most  probably  mis- 
taken. In  tlie  first  nlace,  the  controversy  between  John  and 
I'ttHcasius  was  not  about  the  reality  of  Christ's  body  and 
blood  in  tho  Siicntnient:  that  had  boon  admitted  by  all.  The 
<|Uestion  was  (quiiad  modum  exlstentiie)  as  to  the  mode  or 
manner  in  which  Christ  was  present.  Now,  this  question 
could  not  bo  ilecidcd,  nor  could  the  controversy  be  sustained, 
unless  both  parties  had  acknowledged  the  real  presence.  In 
short,  the  very  fact  of  their  arguing  on  the  mode  of  existence, 
necessarily  implied  that  they  both  admitted  the  existence 
itself.  It  is,  therefore,  clear  that  had  John  Scotus,  while 
engaged  in  tlii.i  cinitrovcrsy,  denied  the  real  substantial 
presence  of  Christ  in  the  sacrament,  he  would  thereby  be 
uctujilly  and  in  fact  travelling  out  of  the  subject  altogether, 
nnd  bis  miido  of  reasoidng  would  be  unfair  and  unphilosoplii- 
cul.  Again,  the  real  presence  of  Christ  ■n^bW'  Sacrament 
was  the  doctrine  of  the  whole  Christian  worRPat  tho  time, 
and  as  even  Mosheim  (u  Protestant  authority)  testifies,  there 
was  no  second  opinion  on  the  subject.  liad  &otus,  therefore, 
ventureil  to  deny  this  universally  believed  linacnniversally  re- 
vered dogma,  that  moment  there  would  have  been  a  reclama- 
tion and  an  outcry,  and  he  would  linvc  raised  up  the  whole 
Christian  world  npninst  biui..  As  the  mode  of  Christ's  real 
presence  in  tho  Eucharist,  and  the  phruse  hue  l)offy  in  the 
I'lucasian  leme,  were  the  points  at  issue,  John  might,  on  such 
on  occasion,  have  made  use  of  some  of  his  scholastic  meta- 
physical terms,  which  to  readers  uimcqunintcd  with  his  style 
of  writing  or  manner  of  reasoiiin'',  would  appear  not  only 
obscure,  but  even  heretical.  It  is  also  wortnjr  of  remark, 
that  Hincniar,  who  was  the  first  to  reclaim  agamst  this  work 
on  the  Eurharif  t,  and  bad  written  to  Charles  tlic  llald  on  the 
subject,   was  unable  to  produce  a  single   sentence  or  term 
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from  it  iixlieativo  of  n  ilcnial  of  llu>  rpiil  prrncncp.  llincniar 
wu  n  ifreat  lulvocato  for  the  I'liscuaiiin  Hyxtciii,  and  it  ia  by 
no  inennn  iniprolialile  tliat,  in  his  ovcr-hu«tcil  zeni  for  that 
opinion,  lie  niij^ht  hiivu  considoreiJ  sonic  |>art  of  the  writings 
nf  Ilia'  opponent,  if  not  lirtvrodox,  at  lonst  danj:;orons  and 
aaroiiriii;;  of  licrosy.  At  all  events,  John's  previous  work  on 
prciluslinnlion  was  riileuhited  to  ciist  a  »lmile  of  suspicion 
on  many  of  his  fiitiiru  prodiictinns,  and  particularly  on  snoh 
as  eiiibrnccd  ilot'p  and  iiiyflierious  subjects.  Itiit  liad  John 
Mcolus  Eri^ena  even  deiiieil  tho  doctrine  of  the  real  presence 
it  is  self-evident  that  in  sodoinc  lie  would  be  advancing  an 
unheard-of  novelty — one  to  wliieli  the  Christian  world  was  a 
atraii^'er,  and  alike  repugnant  to  the  creed  of  his  forefathers, 
and  lo  the  uiiiveriiil  bclidf  of  tho  Irinh  Church  at  that  period.* 
This  book  on  the  Kiicharist  was  condemned  by  the  Council  of 
Vercelli,  in  lO.Ml;  niuce  which  time,  tho  copies  have  gradually 
dlsnp|)cared,  ami  tho  work  is  now  lost.  John  was  also  the 
author  of  a  v.nriety  of  other  works.  IIo  wrote  on  the  im- 
inaciilute  mysteries  of  the  faith  against  infidels;  a  Trcntiso 
on  the  vision  of  (iod ;  Paraplirastical  tomes  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  youth;  the  Opinions  of  Philosoiilicrs ;  Kpistles  and 
Homilies;  seven  Ijitin  I'oenis,  intermixed  with  Greek  lines; 
a  book  on  the  Canons  of  Axachcl;  the  Ktcerpla  among  the 
writings  of  Maefoliins,  touching  the  dillcrcnces  and,  agree- 
ment of  the  Greek  and  Latin  Syntax ;  a  translation  of  the 
Greek  Scholia  of  >St.,;^lAxrii|U9  on  the  iliificult  passages  of  St. 
Gregory  Niizianzen  f  Considering  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
Join.  ScotiiH  Krigena  was,  without  doubt,  a  man  of  most  ex- 
tensive erudition,  lie  was  a  very  sniierfieial  theologian,  but 
his  knowledge  of  DiatheiiiHtics,  |ihiliisopliy,  and  the  classics, 
together  with  hifi  |)owcrful  talents  and  wit,  rendered  him  one 
of  the  most  learned  iiieii  and  the  greatest  genius  of  the  ago. 
Ho  finished  his  education  before  ho  left  his  native  country, 
from  which  circumstancrf'we  may  readily  infer,  to  what  an  ex- 
tent the  cause  of  literature  had  been  carried  in  Ireland  during 
the  ninth  and  preceding  centuries.  The  Irish  had  been  con- 
sidered, long  before  this  |>eriod,as  the  most  eminent  teachers 
in  Kiirojie ;  ami  ecclesiastical  literature  being  that  which  was 
principally  ciijtivated,  their  theological  system  became  gra- 
dually digc.ited  and  methodized,  ami  in  process  .of  time 
formed  the  basis  nf  what  has  Iwen  since  culled -.scholastic 
theology.  John  beciiiue  aciiuainted  with  the  system  of  this 
scholastic  divinity  in  Ireland,  and  was  certainly  the  first  who 
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blonilcil  itu  principlot  witli  tho  doctrine  of  inyitic  theology. 
It  lius  been  nnnerteil  that  he  wo*  compelled  to  leave  France, 
and  had  taken  ihelter  in  Kngland  during  the  roign  of  Alfred 
the  Oreat  Thiii,  hnwuver,  ia  a  iniaatiitcment,  and  betidoi 
.  the  anachronism  which  it  impliea,  rcniiiins  unsupported  by 
any  •iifticicnt  authority.  John  Scotun  Kri^cna  died  in  France 
during  the  rcif;n  of  hit  putron,  Charles  tho  Uald,  and  about 
tho  year  H74.» 

So  great  waa  the  number  of  learneil  men  and  of  zealous 
mis^ionarius  who  in  those  times  had  ropaire<l  even  to  Franco 
alone,  that  Il^ric  of  Auxenc,  in  a  letter  which  he  udilressod 
to  tho  French  Wing,  says: — "  Why  do  I  speak  of  Ireland? 
that  whole  nation,  almost  despising  the  danger,  of  the  sea, 
reiMiir  to  (mr  coasts  with  u  numerous  train  of  philosophers  and 
holv  men,  the  most  famous  of  whom,  bidding  adieu  to  their 
natiro  soil,  account  themselves  happy  under  your  favour,  as 
tho  servants  of  tho  wise  Solomon."  Thus  it  was  that  the 
persecutions  of  tho  Danes  became  an  instrument,  under  Pro- 
vidence, for  the  greater  extonBion  of  the  G68|)cl;  and  the  Irish 
ecclesiastics,  after  having  established  religion  at  humVi  went 
forth  the  teachers  and  apostles  of  other  nations. 


CHAPTER  11. 

guconun  ol  Ht  Patriuk— EniKopal  Hms— Religiou  Fouudatiaw  of  tho 
Niata  t'utitury. 

TiiK  metropolitan  see  of  Armagh  had  been  governed,  during 
the  ninth  century,  by  twelve  prelates  in  unbroken  succession. 
CoMMACU,  whoso  incumbency  continued  for  sixteen  years, 
died  in  807,  and  had  as  successors  Forbacii  and  NutD,  tho 
latter  of  whom,  after  having  made  a  visitation  of  Connaught, 
died  in  H12,  and  was  succeeded  by  Flangus  son  of  Longsech. 
This  prelate  governeil  the  see  for  Ihirteen  years.  During 
tho  latter  i>art  of  bis  incumbency  (in  823),  he  apjiears  to 
have  been  assisteil  by  ARTniaius  or  Abtrv,  whom  some  have 
ranked  as  coadjutor  to  Flangus  in  the  administration  of  tlio 
archdiocese  of  Armagh.!  In  the  year  623,  Artrigiiis  made  a 
visitation  of  the  ]>rovince  of  Alunslcr,  during  which,  as  tho 
IMster  Annals  relate:  "The  law  of  St.  Patrick  was  propagated 
tliroughout  Munster  by  Feidhlim,  son  of  Crimthan,  king  of 
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Miinatcr,  nnd  Artrigiua,  bishop  of  Arina|>li."  Owinf;  to  the 
genfral  cnnfuaion  which  accoiii|iiiiiieil  tlie  iiiRtirsions  of  tlie 
Uaiien,  the  nictropolitnti  ri);hta  of  tho  sro  of  Armash  had 
Iwnn  in  »oino  plac<<«  (linreirarilcMl.  Tho  onfurcciTicnt  of  theae 
righla,  and  tho  re-v9tul)lisliinent  of  what  waa  thttn  tvrinud  the 
law  of  St.  Patrick,  wore  the  |irinci|ial  olijccta  of  this  provincial 
viailatinn.  Almut  the  middle  of  thu  oichth  century,  anil  during 
Ihi-  ri'i^n  of  Uii<!h  Ollain,  kiii^  of  all  Irulnnd,  urrnnf^omcnta 
had  Ix-'un  niiidu  for  an)<nit'ntin)j;  the  rvveniicn  helon^inj;  to  the 
inotmjHililan  see  of  Armagh,  and  a  law  had  been  actually 
|>aivic(l  for  that  spocitic  pur|>oso.*  Tirdaglai*,  in  Orinond,  is  the 
place  in  ulilcli  this  mcnsuru  is  aaid  to  have  been  first  con- 
certed. Although  tho  priniulial  rights  of  Amiugli  wore  indis- 
fiuluhly  acknowledged  over  all  Ireland,  nnd  the  see  had  long 
icforc  tluit  pericnl  enjoyed  lOnpIo  |)osiieaaioiis ;  nevertheless, 
Hugh  Ollain,  with  a  view  of  advancing  the  dignity  of  the 
metropolitan  chair,  engaged  to  have  a  law  iiassod,  according  to 
which  each  of  the  four  provinces  were  to  be  taxed,  and  tho 
fund  thence  arising  was  to  be  applied  as  a  supplcnicntal  revenue 
to  the  ancient  possessions  of  the  see  of  Annugh.  Accordingly, 
an  iuti'rview  took  plnceatTirdaglas,)ietween' that  monarch  and 
Tathal  MacKingiu,  king  of  Monster,  and  in  this  conference,  at 
which,  likewise,  many  of  the  clergy  and  several  of  tho  dynasts 
had  attended,  the  measures  contemplated  and  projiosod  by 
Hugh  Ollain  were  readily  adopted,  and  were  from  this  time 
enforced  m  a  ri'gular  national  tributary  enactment.  This  is 
the  law  which  Artrigius,  in  his  visitation  through  Munster, 
intended  to  vindicate;  nnd  in  consequence  of  his  having  been 
obliged  to  employ  the  co-o|)eration  of  the  king  Feidhjim,  it 
niuy  be  easily  imagined  that  the  task  was,  at  least  in  some 
places,  attended  with  no  very  inconsiderable  emburrastmeiit. 
The  enactment  of  such  a  measure  was,  at  all  events,  a  mel- 
ancholy event  for  the  Church  of  Ireland ;  it  formed  a  union 
j>regnant  with  woe,  and  was  the  fruitful  source  of  great  public 
scandal,  of  heavy' and  grievous  calamities.  ISefore  this  con- 
litxion  with  the  temporal  i>ower  hud  been  though^  of,  the  Church 
of  Armagh  was  traniiuil  and  prosmrous.  While  her  prelates, 
de|)ending  on  the  liberality  of  the  people,  and  satished<with 
the  blessings  of  a  moderate  competency,  had  kept  themselves 
ilisengnged  from  the  cares  which  always  follow  in  the  train  of 
boundless  opulence,  her  affairs  went  on  well,  and  religion  waa 
rapidly  advancing ;  but  once  that  see  became  inundated  with 
the  annual  tide  ot  a  national  revenue,  that  moment  the  wreck 
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cntniiionced — the  nloriii  rnllcil  uii  with  ru<loulile'l  violenco,  and 
all  hor  oncient  K^ory  unci  grRntiicM  wuru  lost  in  the  dnrkne« 
>nd  fury  of  tho  ti!iii|Mnt.  Tlio  powi-rful  (acU  which  may 
•vrve  to  illiiHtrnta  tim  truth  of  tliii  DlMcrvutlon,  arc  to  he  found 
ill  tho  auccMiding  euntiiry ;  nor,  indeed,  i«  thvro  a  noceuitr 
for  rcfecrinf;  to  a  iwriod  ao  diiitant,  wlillo  tho  very  iirocoeu- 
iiiga  of  Artrl|{iua  himaelf  inny  he  likely  to  ufl'ord  an  anuniUnt 
exemplification.  Un  tho  death  of  Klani(iis,  in  t)26,  Eugene, 
abhot  of  Ariiiiii;li,  wns  iinunimouiily  clectcil  his  succeuor, 
and  wua  iiniiiuinutrly  after  coiiHccruted  in  the  cathedral 
church.*  The  promotion  of  Eugene,  beniiles  being  canonical 
woa,  moreover,  n  aubjoct  of  groat  antiafaction  to  both  clergy 
and  people.  Artrigiua,  however,  coulil  not  he  prevailed  uixin 
to  view  tlipHO  proceedinga  in  the  anino  agreeable  light. 
During  liiH  vixitntion  in  Miinater  ami  the  other  provinces,  the 
valunhlu  revenue  which  the  law  provided  hud  been  placed  in 
Ilia  hands,  and  being  a  man  of  influence  and  intrigue,  ho  aoon 
found  meiinH  of  seiznig  on  the  see,  and  of  having  Kugeno,  its 
It'gitiniate  bishop,  remove<l.  Artrigiua  enjoyed  tho  benefits 
ufhis  unjust  u.iurpation  but  two  years;  for  in  8^H,  he  wan 
dopoaed,  and  Eugoiio  was  replaced  in  the  archio|)l8(-npal  chair.f 
'  The  incumbency  of  this  prelate  continued  until  834.  On  his 
death,  FABiNNAM  was  olecteil  and  conaecr«te<l  urchbiahop  of 
Armagh.  Uuriiifr  the  administration  of  thia  prelate,  the 
Danes  made  friglitful  ruvngea  all  over  Ireland.  Armagh, 
however,  nplioars  to  have  been  marked  out  as  the  princi|)al 
object  of  their  vengeance.  In  84!)  that  city  was  taken 
by  storm,  the  iirimatu  Fnmnnan,  with  many  of  his  clergy, 
foil  into  the  bunds  of  the  Danes,  while  great  nuraUira 
of  the  students  and  of  the  religious  were  cx|K'lled  Armagh 
or  put  to  death.}  Tho  life  of  tho  priinuto  was,  however, 
spareil;  and  having  been  alloned  to  tuke  with  him  aomu  few 
of  Ills  attendants,  logctlier  with  the  church  relics,  ho  was 
romiuittcd  to  tho  custody  of  a  strong  guard,  and  sent  off'  to 
tho  Danish  fleet  then  lying  nt  Limerick.  Tho  metropolitan 
see  was  not  iiermitted  to  remain  lung  without  a  presiding 
jiostor :  immcuiately  after  the  expulsion  oF the  primate  Fanin- 
nan,  Dkbhit  O'Tiokhnacii  was  consecrated,  and  continued  to 
direct  llio  ecclosiuaticul  ailininiatration  of  the  archdioceao  for 
four  years.  The  cause  of  religion  and  of  morality  would 
have  been  conaidcrably  promoteu  under  the  primate  Dermit, 
had  his  incumbency  been  attended  with  any  interval  of  order 
or  traniuillity.     Ilewaa  u  mun  of  literature,  a  grcatencouniger 
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of  lenniint,',  nnJ  u  ilyleil  in  the  Ulster  Aiinula  "  the 
wiaeit  of  hII  the  doctors  in  Kiiro|)o "  Duriii);  his  lim«  the 
Danes  broke  into  ArmaKh  on  EaHlvr  Siinihiy;  ovory  thing 
tmth  sacrt'ii  and  human  became  now  one  scene  of  denofation — 
the  toinple  and  the  sanctuarVi  as  well  as  tlie  hal)itHtioiis  of 
man,  were  laid  waste,  while  the  priniiite,  afflicted  at  thi-se  re- 
peated calamilios,  languished  for  a  time,  and  died  the  same 
year,  8flJ!.*  The  successor  of  Dermit  was  Factni,  whoso 
incunilienry  continued  for  twenty-two  years.  Nor  was  the 
administration  of  t)us  prelate  attended  with  re|vise.  During 
his  time,  AulilVe  tfie  Norwegian  sackeil  and  burned  Armagli; 
on  which  occasion  the  churches  were  ucain  plundered  and  one 
thousand  |iersmis  iHTished.  Kactna  diu<l  in  874,  and  hud  as 
successors,  ANHrRR,  Catiiabacii,  Mac-Crdnnvail  and  Makl- 
BRiaio,  the  lost  of  whom  was  of  the  royal  house  of  Niiill,  and 
was  consecrated  ad.  88(1.t  This  prelate  ranked  among  the 
most  distinjtuished  men  of  those  times,  nnil  so  )rreat  was  his 
reputation  fur  |>iety  and  learning,  that  he  has  been  called 
"  the  lii'ttd  of  religion  in  this  country,"  and  is  numlx-red 
among  the  saints  of  Ireland.  Ho  died  on  the  22nd  of  Fob- 
ruary,  a.ii.  92(i,  alter  having  governed  the  metropolitan  see  of 
Armagh  for  forty  years.}  Thus  was  the  succession  i)reservud 
in  this  ancient  and  venerable  see,  and  although  the  city  of 
Armagh  lia<l  lieen  several  times  plundered  and  the  kingdom, 
from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  had  become  a  continued 
scene  of  terror  unil  confusion,  the  chair  of  St.  Patrick  was, 
nevertheless,  regularly  tilled  with  zealous  and  eminent  men, 
and  the  same  grand  and  unbroken  succession  continued  in 
triiimphant  order  during  the  subsequent  centuries,  as  shall  be 
seen  in  its  pro|>er  place. 

The  catJilogiio  of  the  episcopal  sees  received  no  augmenta- 
tion in  this  age;  while  the  bishoprics  which  had  been  estab- 
lished, were  directed  by  an  uninterrupted  succession  of  learned 
and  vigilant  pastors.     Almost  all  the  acts  of  these  men  have 

Iierislied  amid  the  continued  wars  with  which  the  country 
lad,  in  thuso  times,  been  visited ;  and  if  we  may  except  the 
dioceses  of  Armagh,  Uinly,  and  Kildare,  the  very  names  of 
the  incumbents  have  not  bcen^n  any  regular  order,  handed 
down  to  us.  In  the  see  of  ^i\y,  the  succession  li^s  been 
faithfully  recorded.  Emiy  was  nut,  as  some  have  grouml- 
lessly  asserte<l,  an  arcliie|>iscopal  sec,  nor  did  that  distinctive 
title  appertain  to  any  bisliopric  in  Ireland  in  those  times,  save 
to  that  of  Armagh.     In  eonsequonce  of  its  great  antiquity, 

%^     ,  .,_ 
*  I'Mihor,  liid.  Chmn.         t  TiuUCer  uf  c!i|hcl.         t  Ulster  Aniuls, 
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and  th«  liif^li  veneration  in  wliicli  the  memory  of  iti  founder 
had  Inwn  lield,  Kiidy  ulitaincd  a  lortof  dintiiictivo  |irrcu<len(-v! 
but  it  I'linnot  Ihi  auiil  to  have  vvor  I'lijnyuil  uiiytliiuK  liko 
mionicul  arclii('|ii«('i>|>ul  jiiriadioliun.  'I'liia  nco  nun  ^overiii'd 
in  ^i!l  liy  the  velelirulcd  Olcliol>air  Miic-Kinude.  Durinj;  hl« 
Incundwni'y,  hVidlilmi,  the  kiii)>  of  MiiimtiT,  died,  after  havin); 
■tuntid  for  thu  neaiidaloiiH  cnormitii's  of  liin  life  \>y  a  ri);iiroiii 
couno  of  la'nuMce.  Un  the  death  of  Ihii  king,  Olcliohair 
|>at  forwnril  hia  cluiina  to  the  aceptru  of  Muiiitcr,  ami  Ix'tng  > 
man  of  iiiHiu'mu'  iind  uddri'M,  hu  nucreodeil,  and  found  liitiiaulf 
placed  oil  till'  tnroMi'  of  ^liat  warlike  |>roviiice,*  Olchobuir  i* 
the  first  iif  our  Irish  princen  in  whow  penion  wu  find  the 
Krptre  uiid  the  niitru  united.  Tliia  royal  |)relale,  decides  his 
love  of  rouiitry,  was  of  an  enturpriiingand  martial  dis|Miaition ; 
(Jualiliea  which  the  state  tif  the  nation  and  the  vircumatances 
ufthu  tinicH  Koiin  riilleil  into  artioii.  About  the  year  048,  the 
DaneH  coniinitled  frif{litful  dtntriiction  all  over.  Munster: 
cities,  towns,  and  villages  were  utorined  and  plunilered,  while 
hunihera  of  the  iiihuliitants  were  put  to  the  sword,  without 
distinction  »f  n^'e,  >ex,  or  condition.  Olchohuir  could  no 
lonffcr  remain  a  passive  «|H'ctator  of  audi  ciueltiesj  he  ac- 
.  roriliiiKly  suininonuil  his  forces,  and  haviu);  been  nsHiateil  by 
Lorciiii,  kiiiK  of  I.cinater,  this  prelate  met  the  Danes  and 
fjave  tlieiii  battle  at  a  place  calle<l  8ei-naf;lit,  in  the  territory 
uf  the  iK'cies.  After  an  obstinate  en^ii^einent  the  Irish  troojis 
ciniiiii'd  the  victory;  the  Danes  were  routed  in  all  ilirections, 
and  twelve  huinfreil  of  their  bravest  men  were  slain  on  the 
field  of  battle.!  Olchobair  encouraged  by  this  signal  victory, 
was  determined  to  iiursue  the  enemy;  while  tUo  Danes, 
recovering;  from  the  shock  which  this  signal  defeat  had  occa- 
sioned, were  reinli'rced  by  dctacbments  of  their  eountryiiien 
from  Iiimcrick,  Dublin  and  other  i|uarter8.  The  Irish  trooiis, 
headed  bv  the  Duigais,  lost  no  time  in  coming  up  to  tlio 
invaders,  and  within  the  space  of  three  days,  two  de9|ierate 
engngements  took  place,  in  which  seventeen  hundred  of  the 
Danes  ami  many  of  their  leaders  were  cut  ott'.  These  re|ieated 
victories  spread  disinay  among  the  Danish  iiouym,  while 
Olchobair  pursued  the  ilisordered  and  retreating  enemy ;  nor 
ilid  he  cease  until  he  hud  finally  routed  them  beyond  the 
frontiers  of  his  kiiigdoin.  It  was  most  fortunate  for  thu 
Moinunians  tlii^  Olchobair  had  been  their  prince  at  this 
crisis;  had  thevTOreii  governed  by  a  less  vigorous  or  intelli- 
gent niunarch,    the  Danes  would,   no  doubt,  have  gained  a 
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fuotinif  in  llioir  rountrv,  and  <li<)  ini'ient  throno  of  Miinaler 
wiiulii.ern  loiiKi  '■«  ■>(  tli"  mercy  *n<l  iliii|iniial  of  tlicM  iiivatlcn. 
The  roik'li  of  Olrhuliiiir  wiu  l>ut  of  nlidrt  (■(iiiliiiiiiiiica.  lit) 
ilieil  ill  MO,  uiiil  WIU  aurreodoil  l>y  Miiiio-Oonfc-liul,  who,  lilio 
hi*  iiriHliH-oMnr,  iHmiicMeil  nt  the  wiiim  time,  both  tho  chair  uf 
Kiiilv  iinil  thti  throne  of  Munitt'r.* 

Ill  thii  too  of  Kihiaru,  tho  onlur  of  lucceiuinn  i>  alio  com- 

filulo,  hut,  ni  hiii>  Iwii  oliavrvoil,  the  arti  of  tliriu  prclatoa 
invo  iH'rialied.  Tho  nioat  cniiiivnt  men  in  Ihia  cnl»lo);iiu  were 
VhMtrcii.O'Kiiinimchlu  and  Scnnniil,t  tliu  limtxr  nhoin  ia  kvhb- 
rally  atylvd  Hcrilw,  liiiiliii|i,  and  ant'liorilu  nf  Kildaru;  and  the 
latter  two  aro  niarlieil  aa  aainta  in  the  Irinh  citlcncliira.  Anionf; 
tho  prelatua  nf  Cloninacnoia  in  thoan  time*  waa  the  learned 
Corbrti  or  Coriircua.  The  roiiiitation  of  ihia  pri-late  had  been 
ao  groat  that  he  waa  univuraafly  ralleil  "  the  head  of  tho  reli- 
gioua  of  all  the  Iriah  in  thia  age."  Ilia  death  occurred  on  the 
fith  of  March,  a  d.  !KN),  the  anniversary  of  nlilcli  wua  for 
many  ream  celobrutcd  aa  a  fualivul  at  ('loninaoiioist  The  'Ott 
of  Ciii^iher  had,  at  tho  cloae  of  tho  ninth  century,  hecn  iilaoe<l 
unilcr  the  juriadictinn  of  Alild,  a  Irarned  prolate,  lie  ia 
marked  in  the  I'later  Annala  a*  acrilie,  ahliot  and  liiahop  of 
Clogher,  and  died  8'J8.  At  thia  |ieri<Hl,  likewixe,  the  sec  of 
(jlendaloch  was  governed  l>y  tho  learned  Dungnl  Mau-liuithoii; 
and  ()aa<iry  bv  Cormac,  who  ia  generally  atyled  aciibc,  abbot, 
and  biahop  i>i  Saigar. 

The  hiatory  of  the  monaatic  inatitutiona  proaent  an  exact 
coincidence  with  that  of  the  opiecopiil  aoca  of  the  ninth  cen- 
tury. During  the  confuaion  of  theae  tlnioa,  when  both  cloiater 
ana  annctuury  were  prorane<l,  it  emild  not  be  exiiected  that 
■ny  new  monaatic  catabliahineiita  had  bo^n  fonnilnt.  Sonic 
few  might  have  been  erected  in  those  s'eciiieatered  diatricta 
into  which  the  Duniah  forcea  hail  imt  |ienetratod,  but  they 
were  of  minor  ooiiKecinencc,  and  were  nieri'ly  celN  Iwlonging 
to  the  great  foiiii<latiiirfa  of  tho  preceiliiig  (ciituriea.  Tlie 
religioiia  eatablishnienta  ot  Irebind  had  been  the  leading 
objecia  of  attack  iliiring  theao  timea  Kroiii  their  extent  and 
apiH'Hrance  the  Danes  had  Ix'on  led  to  expect  imiiienao  booty, 
but  being  nfterwurda  diaappointed,  and  meeting  with  nothing 
in  the  chnator  wlierewith  to  gratify  their  avarice,  lliey  accord- 
ingly vented  their  fury  on  the  altar,  the  temple  and  tho  libraries, 
and  tliua  many  of  the  recorda  of  tho  kingdoiir,  and  otliormonu- 
nienta  of  anti(|uity  wliicli  would  Servo  to  throw  light  on  tho 
hiatory  of  thoso  ageis  had  been  conaignvd  to  the  llamca  and 

•  AaaaU  i>(  Innuljdlea.        t  Wafe'a  Biabupk        t  AA.  88.  at  Bth  March. 
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|ioriii)ir>l  for  ovvr  Tlii>  nioiiiMlcriei  which  iip|H>nr  to  Imve 
iiiHuro<t  iiiiMt  wpiv  Ariiiaulii  Kil<liir«,  Chniiiiuciiniii,  IhtnKor, 
Kernii,  lx>uth,  ami  Kolla.  I)iiriiiK  lh«  rniiniu  of  thin  cuiitiirVi 
ArniiiKli  hul  hi'vn  iilovnn  tinioa  |iillii)(i'il  uiul  liiiil  wiutv,  whila 
ill  H7H  onti  tlioniuuiil  of  tliu  clvriiy  nii<l  pco|ilu  wiTc  aluuuhtvnxl 
mill  tli«  rity  wiK  iiliiioHt  rciliiceil  to  naliuii.*  Within  the  aaiiio 
•imci'  of  tiiiio  the  ^'ri'ut  iiioiiaiitery  of  KiMjiri'  hml  Iwimi  tin 
tiiiu'ii  profanRtl.  'I'lui  );r('nl(M<t  ili'Ainiotion  KPciiia  to  liavo 
tuki'ii  pliirii  in  HIKI,  wIu'M  two  Daniiih  llucta  urrivoil,  one  in 
tlio  liilli'y,  ami  thu  othiT  in  the  llnyii«.  Tli«,r  not  only  laid 
wtilc  uvvry  I'liureh  iiml  iihliey  within  tliv  tcrritorio*  of  Miiuh- 
litru  nml  iMiifth-llrciiKh,  hut  alio  ileatroyeil  Kihiure  with  liru 
and  awonl,  iinil  curriuil  iiwuy  tho  rich  ahrines  of  St.  Hrif{iil 
uiiil  8t.  Coiilacth.t  In  IliuiKor,  Kcrnit,  Louth,  nml  Kvlla  tliu 
wiinu  work  of  dciitnictioii  had  liovn  carried  on,  while  Cloii- 
■nacnoiii  Hucnied  in  a  [mrtii'iilar  miinnor  to  have  bven  lin^lcd 
out  nn  lliu  ii|H>ciitl  olijort  of  their  ven);eanrc. 

Huch  wens  thi'  fri){htfiil  circiinifitnni'Pii  in  which  the 
roligioiis  inatitutinna  of  Ireland  hud  ni  tliia  time  Ijeeii  |ilHcod. 
I'rovidencv,  howi-ver,  had  ulterior  idiji».-t8  in  view,  and  in  the 
arcompliiiliiiH'iit  of  them,  tlieao  rolipoua  coiumunitieii  (it  will 
be  seen)  were  the  priiici|>al  and  moat  elFectual  iiiHtrumcntii. 


CIlAl'TEU  in. 

Hob|[iuui  ftixl  Utenu-y  uhftrfti'ton  of  thn  Niuth  CaDtury.^^flDetml 
OlMHirvatioiu. 

St.  AKNnoi,  tho  celebmtcil  author  of  the  Ftililoifimn,  flonriahml 
in  the  coinineiiceiiient  of  tho  ninth  century,  ami  whh  dcacended 
from  the  illu!itrioii!i  chii'fiuina  of  Dalarnilia.  The  monastery 
of  ClonenaKh  hud,  in  this  af^e,  been  eminently  iliHiinguiahed 
both  for  its  diaciiiline  and  the  numlier  of  learned  teacliera 
with  which  it  had  been  sujinlied.  To  this  retreat  Aengui 
re|inired,  anil  having  embraced  its  institute,  ho  a|<|ilied  himself 
with  ({rout  dilijteiiie,  for  si'veral  years,  to  tho  study  <>/  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  Wishing,  howevof,  tO'  avoid  the  applause 
which  his  learning  had  now  elicited,  he  withdrew  tu  the 
monastery  oF  Talhigh,  which  at  that  time  had  been  governed 
by  tho  pious  iind  leurneil  Mnelrunn.  Hero  the  mcrils  of 
.  Aengns  soon  became  known ;  he  taught  the  Scriptures  fur 

-•  Tr.  Th.,  \<  iM.  t  U'llsllonui,  vul.  ii. 
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many  ywin  in  tha  kIiooU  of  that  innnniilary,  anil  amiati'<( 
iMiMilriiaii  in  coiiiplHtiiiK  tli<>  ci'li<liniti>il  iimrtvri>lii)>y  of 
'riillauli.  III!  Minn  lifter  |iiiIiII>iIibiI  liia  I'Viililii^iiiiM,  nrrulonilar 
of  I  III-  |iriiu'iiiiil  taint*,  writti'ii  in  Iriali  vcraf,  nnd  taken 
cliirily  from  lliii  iiiurtyroloKy*  AenKiu  in  alio  the  author 
of  thu  work  railed  Sultiiir-na-raan,  or  Miilrl|uirtito  I'lialtcr, 
liiviilpil  into  flv«  b<iok»  Thv  lint  iMwk  nmtuini  tli«  namvi  of 
11 15  lilalio|M,  itlH)  (irii'iiU  ami  iiIiIhiU,  anil  7H  dunconii;  tho 
■ocunil  book  tri'iitu  of  llionu  saiiila  who  werr  rulli'il  l>y  the 
•anm  naiiii',  iiml  i«  I'lilitUil,  "Of  llumituiimmit  SuinU;''  the 
third  book,  or  "  77i«  llook^fSuni^ttiid  K.imililfru"  nivt's  tho 
hiatory  of  thoae  uint*  who  hulHwi  born  of  tin-  name  jnirvnta; 
the  fourth  book  rontaioi  Iho  niiiliTnal  (;uni-uloj[(y  of  more 
than  2<JU  Irish  aiilnta;  nml  tho  liflli  conipritra  a  vnrielv  of 
litanio,  in  which  a  ^ri'itt  nunilivr  of  auiiita  are^ iiivoKod, 
among  whom  uro  incntionvd  ai'verni  Ituliiin,  Uullia  Itrituili, 
iind  Afrinui  Huiiita  who  Imd  li\t*il  and  diitl  inr 'Irtlund  t 
Aen^ua  |>uliliahi;d  likuniao  a  arcond  Siiltnir-im-ruiin,  written 
in  VfMu,  uiid  coiitiiining  a  iKMUtilul  history  of  tltp  Old  Tealn- 
inunt.)  Afli-r  tho  duath  of  St.  Muclruan,  Avn^jiia  removed 
to  Cloiionii(!h,  and  wiia  niiHcd  to  the  epiai-opal  iRj^nity.  lie 
diud  nbiiut  the  year  81il,  and  hi>  featival  waa  obaarved  on  the 
llth  of  March.  »         /,  . 

St.  Findam  or  FintaH  wia  a  native  of  Lcinaler,and  wlien  a 
youn^;  niiin,  wiia  auized  n|Hin  by  a  party  of  the  Danca,  who 
convoyed  him  to  their  vesnola,  and  noon  after  departed  from 
Ireluiiil.  Iluviii^  arrived  at  the  Orkneya,  these  pirates  were 
obliged  to  put  to  ahore,  while  Kindan,  by  concealing!  hiinaelf 
anions  the  rocks,  eacu|ied  out  of  their  hahda.  At  thia  time, 
Fiuduii  reaolved  on  a|H'ndin^  the  remainder  of  hi.s  ilnya  in  holy 
pilKrimiige.  lluvinjLr  encountered  a  variety  of  dilKcultiea^ie 
arrived  at  length  in  Kriince,  anil  proceeded  from  thence  to 
Itome,  und  ullimiitely  to  Switzerland ;  hero  he  became  a  monk 
ill  tho  inonaatery  of  Khingiiw,  now  Kheinau,  and  remained  lor 
five  yeura  in  the  moat  ittrict  ohaervanco  of  ita  inatitute  §  Kindan 
waa  anxioua  to  embrace  a  life  of  atill  greater  austerity;  for 
thia  pur|>oae,  he  retircsl  to  a  cell  not  far  distant,  in  which  he 
ajwrn  twenty-two  years  aecludcd  from  the  aouiety  of  man, 
practising  in  the  ineantiinu  the  most  extraordinary  actJi  of  mor- 
titicution.  It  is  stjitvd  in  hia  acts,  that  this  saint  had  been 
favoured  with  several  visions,  especially  on  tho  feoata  of  St 
I'utrick  and  St.  Coluinba;  and  so  profound  nua  the  veneration 
in  which  be  had  beeii  held,  that  tho  menibera  of  tho  ancieut 

*  AA.  SS.  11.  Agl.  t  AA.  HS  |v  &'I9. 
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wtnliliihinont  nf  Ulu'iniiii  niln|iti'<l  liini  lu  llipir  |Mtriiii  *  Kiiidin 
ilieil  in  lliin  holy  r<'lri-at  nimiit  tlii)  yi'ur  H27,  niiil  liii  fi'ilival  ii 
iibaorvpcl  on  tlin  I  Mil  nf  Novpmlior. 

Ht  IlLniTiiMtc  WM  a  ilimci'iidunt  nl'llio  Soiitliorn  Ninllii  ami 
hvir  li>  n  |irliu;i|Mlity.  Wlion  u  yiiuii);  iiiiiti,  lio  fult  nti  anient 
llmirii  iif  coniiucrntinu  hiiiiiu'lf  to  rvli^ioii;  but  Ilia  intuntion 
wa*  liy  iici  nioanii  iiKrivalilu  tn  lliu  wislu'ii  of  liii  i>arviit»;  at 
length,  linwnvir,  li<i  willnlruw  Iroiii  tlin  worlil,  and  onilirnceil 
tlut  inoimnllc  mnlc.  Ili.i  liiiniin^'  /uiil  uihI  I'xtriiiiriliiiiiry  liilHiiini 
wvri' mostly  illri'rtiMl  to  tlia  convrriiion  of  tlio  Duikh;  mid 
iiiulur  rrr>viili'iu-<',  lii'  n»*  tli»  cIkwi'II  iimtriiinoiit  of  colloi'ting 

grvat  luimlicra  of  tliriii  to  the  fiiitli  of  Chriat.  AlMiiit  tliu  year 
HO,  hv  ri>|iiiiri>il  to  lly,  iit  whidi  tiinu  a  mrty  of  thn  Oatiiien 
hail  nmilu  n  iloHcciit  oii  tlio  ii<lnii<l.  Illnltiiiimc,  nlrcmly  lillc<l 
with  an  nrcUint  ilvairu  of  rvt-eivintt  the  crown  of  ninrtvrdoin, 
awiiileil  tlx-ir  nrrivul,  ami  wan  in  tliu  art  of  celi'hmtniK  tlio 
aiiirod  iiiynterii'it  wimn  ihoy  had  fiilLTrd  thu  fhiirch.  Tlio 
Uaiiua  dvnmmluil  thii  ahrino  which  voiitniiicd  thu  holy  romains 
of  Kt  Colunihu,  and  u|ion  his  rvfiiaal,  tlioy  instantly  nut  liini 
to  death,  Thu  nmrtyrdoin  of  8t.  lilaitliiiiac  oecurrvd  on  tlia 
l))lh  of  January,  A.u.  H2'l.t 

1Iki.ia>,  an  Iriahman  and  a  iliacinlo  of  Thoodulf,  bialiop  nf 
Orleiina,  dialiiiauiahcil  hiinsulf  in  Kranro  during  the  rpijrn  nf 
CjiurU'H  the  liiilil,  and  uftifrwanlx  heuanie  liiahop  of  AnKoiilnino. 
Thia  iMiiinc'tit  prulutu  ruiikud  ainoiif;  thu  learned  men  nf  the 
a((0,  niid  for  many  yeaVa  luvsided  in  tliu  aulioola  of  Kranee  aa 
(irofetHurof  the  aui'red  Siriplurea:  aiiioni;  liia  acliolnra  was  the 
celebrated  Ilorir  of  Auxcrre.}  Heliaa,  when  biahnp  of  An)(nu- 
Icine,  aaaiated  in  Mi  at  the  xyiiod  of  I'iatea,  anil  in  HtlCi  at  that 
of  iSoiasons.  licliua  dieil  on  the  22nd  nf  ?)optemlH^r,  a.d.  871) 
MoKNnAL,  or  Miireellca,  flourished  nliiiut  the  niidille  of  the 
ninth  ventury.  Ilu  travelleil  to  Home  In  HII,ai'<-oni|uinicd  by 
hia  nephew  Alarcmi,  an  Iriali  bishop,  and  afterwiirda  viaitcd  thu 
anuieiit  monaatery  <if  St.  Gall,  in  .S\vitw>rlan<l.  Thia  estab- 
liahnicnt  hud  been  \imn  celebrated  for  ita  schools  of  tlieolo};y ; 
and  lu  Boon  aa  the  learning;  of  Moenfjiil  had  become  known  to 
the  fathera  of  the  house,  they  re(|iieatrd  hitn  to  reniuin  with 
them.  Hero  lie  delivcreil  tbcoloKical  leciurea  for  mnny  rears; 
anil  amon^  hia  diaciplea  arc  reckoned  Notker  Itulbiilus, 
|{at|>ert,  and  Tutilo.$  Hit  haa  written  a  eninineiitarv  on  thu 
Scriptures,  and  homilies  on  tlio  lessons  uC the  Oo8|iel.||  Moengal 
died  in  that  inonasterv  on  the  30th  of  September,  but  the  year 
liaa  not  Iweii  recorded. 

•  M.iKm.m.  Annal.  t  A.V.  ^.S.  at  IDth  Jan.         J  Lalilio,  Nor.  Ilili  t  £ 
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(iiLOAi,  wliiHHi  iwrtMiU  IijkI  liunii  Iruli,  wu  Ixirii  in  W'tlw, 
niMiiit  ihv  ymir  H^O.  At  bii  uarly  n^u  lie  r<'|miri-<l  to  Iroliiiit, 
nliiTu  liu  rucvivvil  liia  uiliKiilioii,  mill  uH'tirilinK  to  wiiiiu  writen, 
III'  I'liilirnrail  ilm  iiiniiaKtio  imtittile  iif  ltuii);iir.  His  know- 
IwlXK  of  lliii  S>Ti|>Miri'<  uiiil  uf  iiivntiu  tlioulii|{y  ri'iiilureil  liiui 
■Hill  ol  tliK  inoxt  uiiiiiii'iit  iiii'ii  iif  lli«  ility.  AccuriliiiK  to  lliite, 
(iililun  |iiililinlii"l  i>  work,  riilli-il  tint  llriiviury  of  (iililuti,  witli 
lliin  I'tol'iliiiiii,  "  fi'iHii  the  lii'ifiiiniii);  of  tliu  world  to  tliii  tliHiil ;" 
u  liiiiik  oil  llio  Wuiiili'm  iif  Iti'iliiiii;  n  liiHik  on  Kin^  Arthur; 
«  trialisu  fiitllli'l  "  l>i<  IChhii  IVrii'iilimo";  n  iHiok  on  liii 
iiiikiionii  M)|iiiloliru  III' puliliiilirii,  likuwinu,  n  nork  entitleil 
"|)«  (;iiiii|>iitu,"  wliii'li  in  ill  niiiiiusiTi|it  ill  till)  (%it(uniwi 
Ijlimry,  iinil  cniiaiaiii  of  iiiiii'ly-iiim'  rliu|itL'ni.  Tlii»  work 
III-  ili'ilii'iili'il  to  till)  I'l'li'bruluil  monk  Itnliun,  uftorwnrits  liiiilio|i 
of  Knl'lii.*  'I'liu  yuiir  in  which  (iihliii  ilivJ  is  not  known,  nor 
uri'  niiy  of  liii  works  extunt,  niivu  u  niiinuscript  of  the  liit- 

llll'lllioill'll    tl'C'llti«!. 

TiiK  «iiiii>T  I'jiTKicK  limy  liu  ranki'il  union);;  tlio  niinilier  of 
lliosu  I'l-rli'iiastU's  wlio,  iilioiit  ihi)  yrur  HH),  lli'il  from  the  fury 
of  till'  Diiiii'ii,  nnil  ri'tiri'il  to  Klitiltiml.  It  is  iiimt  |iriiliab(a 
tliiit  I'uti'ii'k  liuil  Ih'dii  II  liinho|>  lii  loru  liu  rutii'uil  IVohl  Irelaii'l; 
iinil  it  huH  liiH'n  );i'ii>>rully  sn|i|Hisuil  that  lie  was  tliu  wine  u 
MiH'l-l'iitrick,  sIvIimI  liiiiliiiji,  anchorite,  ami  aliliiit-eloct  of 
Armii);li.  At  ull  eventu,  I'lilrick,  on  hh  urrivul  in  KiikIiUkIi 
n'|»iiri'cr  to  the  ubliiy  of  (ihi^toiiliury,  where  he  roniiiined 
until  his  ik'iith.  This  ciiviimsliincn  ffi\o  rise  to  the  ^rlurinu 
ulMunlity  of  aoiiie  wriiors  who,  I'luilonndiii);  this  I'atrick  with 
the  u|Hmtlu  of  liulaiiil,  uttein|ileil  to  nmintuiii  thut  Ht.  Patrick 
hail  ilii'il  ill  KiiuIuikI,  ami  hail  been  hurieil  in  (ilnstonbury. 
The  iilibot  I'atrick  hiu  publisheil  a  book. of  liuniilics,  several 
ivli){ioii!i  tracts,  iiml  some  i'|iiiitlvs  to  his  countrynien.t 

lli'iiiili'H  these  eminent  churacters,  there  remains  a  cataloguu 
of  iiilii'rs,  whose  uctji  have  cuiii|ili'tely  perinlieil.  Among  these 
may  be  notici'd  ,S>'iluliiis,  abbot  of  Kihlaru  in  Hi'J,  nml  author 
of  the  (,'oninieiitaries  on  the  Kpistles  of  St.  Paul;  l.uacharen, 
|iriilt'Hsor  anil  scribe  of  Clonmncnois;  Aiilus,  scribe  of  Koa- 
comiiion;  Martin,  scribe  of  Uevenish;  Dubtuch,  scribe  of 
Kill-acliaiil,  county  of  Cavan;  Itobartnch,  .ncriljo  of  Durrow, 
anil  an  e.xact  cliiono^'rapln'r;  Torjuiiliiis,  nii  eminent  8crii>- 
turian  of  Tallagh;  O'KearIa,  a  |>liilosi>|ilier  ami  scribe  uf  Kill- 
acluiiil ;  Doinimlil,  theologian  ami  |iroles8or  of  Cork ;  Moel- 
I'atrick,  scrilie  ami  trevet ;  Siiibhiic,  scrilie  ami  professor  of 
L'lonmacnois ;   ami   a   host   of  utiien,   whoso   solitary  naniM 
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•UnJ  rrn'orilail  in  the  mtUnclioly  annala  of  tlifW  frightful 
tiinni. 

(inimiili'rititf  thii  ri'|ical(>il  uttnvkii  whii'h  hwl  Ink-ii  iiiikIo  on 
the  lltorary  iiialilutinna  of  thu  i-nuntry,  tho  Wdnili'r  in,  that 
•Yvn  mi  liTvul  II  |Mirli<>ii  of  our  nnciiMit  mroriU  hiivo  iMicn  |iri'- 
wrvixl.  During  thcno  itwfnl  tliiii'ii,  th«  |iliinili'i'  of  lh«  I'hiiatcr 
wiia  miro  In  Imi  Inlliiwi-cl  hy  thi'  |iror»niiliiin  of  Iho  Mini'tuarr; 
thi'  wriliMi(«  iiimI  li'iirnml  nioiiiiiiii'ntii  n|'  iiii(li|iiitv  witi'  ron- 
iii(;nuil  to  lliit|liiiM<">,  whihi  thu  |iriir<'Miiri<ni|  thu'liiifciit,  iilrpitily 
iniirkvil  out  for  ih'iitrnctiiin,  t'ilhiT  full  hy  thu  HworiUof  the  in- 
li<li'l,or  wi'rii  olili);iMl  In  nniiiult  lh|'ir  nnffity  nml  fly  froiii  thfl 
•torn)  Thiiiu'  vrnernhli'  mniiiiiilii'  i'niinilHtioii*  nf  forinor  iliyn 
having  liirn  oiico  iipwl,  thu  I'ullivaliuii  of  lotti-n  l>v){nn  to 
ilecliiiii,  L'cciciiiiiitinki  ilii<i'i|iliiii'  wan  iiii|i«iriMl— III  short, 
evurythiug  huiiinn,  or  ili'riviii);  lis  nonrci'  froiii  iiiiin,i>|>ppiiri'(l 
(■riiiiihllii)(,nii  il  wi'ro, iiilo  luic  (ji'ni'rul  ruin;  «hih'  tlio  Chureh 
aloiiv,  with  it*  NicriMl  il('|i<mil,  ri-niiiini'il  in|iiiovnlilu  nml  even 
iniijpiitif,  niiiiil  iho  ilarkih'itii  of  tho  t»ni|uit  In  nliii^h  it  linil 
Ihiui  unvcloju'il.  Ili'iici'  thu  civil  and  (■(.'clei>inii!iciil  tivonlii  of 
thu  ninth  ci'iihiry  iilliinl  n  iHiwcrful  inonil  ilciiinnslrnlinn  of 
tho  wi'iikiii'iw  mill  iiiiivrlitlnty  of  nil  tliniw  tliin^a  which  owu 
their  ori;{in  to  tliu  in^ciiuily  of  iniiii.  The  hiciimI  foniuler  of 
the  ChrintiiiVi  ri'lif^ioii  ilrew  »  liioiiil  line  of  ilislinclion  iH-lwecn 
the  ensenliul  ilm'trines  which  he  liiiiHelf  liiiil  rcvcnle<l,  un<l  iImiho 
iliM'ipliimrv  ii«ii;je»  which  eniiiiriit  nml  holy  men  niifjht  in  after 
agen  iiitnxluce  liiln  liin  ('liiirch.  The  eternal  huihling  itaolf  ho 
criwted  uiKin  n  rock ;  ami  »e  are  aHsurcd,  that  oven  the  fttten 
of>  hell  uliall  never  previiil  iic.'aiiiiit  it.  •Scliiiiniii  ami  hcruaicii 
may  ii|irin);  np;  iH'i-neciilioiiK  may  nrino;  tho  sworil  may  ho 
drawn,  and  the  rei;;ii  of  terror  comnience ;  whole  nntionn  may 
he  invailed  ;  the  talicrnaclo  |Hilluted;  the  Knncluarv  plundereil, 
and  the  leniph'  itxidf  levelled  to  thu  KrnumI ;  neverthelemt,  in 
the  niiilHl  of  this  (general  wreck,  nn>l  wjiilo  ultarnnd  innetiiary, 
and  temple  ami  klimdoni,  are  involveil  in  one  common  niuHS  of 
ruin,  the  Church  of  Chrixt  will  stand  firm,  solid,  ami  un>haken. 

There  exists,  therefore,  a  very  material  ditlerence  hetween 
the  (!hureli,  Willi  its  ni'tieles  of  faith,  and  mere  disciplinary 
human  iiHtitutions.  The  former  can  never  ho  destrovcd; 
whereas  tho  latter  is  liahle  hoth  to  decay  and  destruction. 
Now,  of  this  latter  chi.-s  were  the  monastic' foundations:  they 
had,  iumIouU,  been  e.st.ililislied  upon  the  iimxims  and  counsels 
of  the  Gospel,  and  their  <diject  was  to  ailvance  the  ({lory  of 
(iod  and  to  secure  the  salvation  of  man;  nevertheloss,  they 
were  human  institiilioiis,  conieiiipl'ited,  or).'aiiized,  and  per- 
fected hy  eminent  and  Ix'ly  men,  aanclionud  and  confirmed  by 


ItH)  iccuuiiAmcAi.  HWtiMT  <>r  luuxu 

lliii  Church,  ■ml  iiltlnMialjr  racommnncli'il,  lH>th  by  Ihoir  in- 
Irinniu  iiienia.iinil  liy  ihu  number  of  ilintiiiuiiiiihml  ccclvaiiutict 
whom  Uii'V  iioiit  fiirtb  l»  iii«lnii.'t  thu  faithful,  or  to  plant  th« 
croM  of  ('liritt  in  tlii<  liinil  iif  thu  clltlnnt  unlM)lii>vt'r. 

Wliili'  th«  hiiitorii'ul  uvuiiln  nf  llio  ninth  century  mny  Mrvs 
to  furniiih  an  awful  rm'onl  of  tin*  imrwti'utioni  whirh  tliu  rail' 
^ioua  (■•lahlJnhHUtnlii  of  In^lanil  had  umlurKonii  nt  thut  twrioil; 
it  niunt  I"'  rvriilli'i'ti'il,  that  thvan  hixl  bt'vn  thu  rntaliliiihnii'nta 
which  li>r  nf^ca  liuil  ikiuhmI  forth  nu<'h  a  hoat  of  iiiiiiiiioiiurin 
ovvr  Kuro|Ht,  an<l  niniloruil  iha  nauiu  of  lliuir  country  a<i  juatly 
cuh-hniluil.  Hcnrciily  hail  till'  lixht  of  ('hriatianity  Ix-amiil  on 
Iri'luiiil,  wlii'ii  thuao  u|KMtolic  men  went  forth:  the  Apponinoii 
wur»  bl<>iuuil  by  one,*  lliv  lluhriilva  ivvr<>  hiillow«il  by  nnothurtt 
while  Kuiiiolil  |ilunti-<l  the  VntM  in  M«cklin,  the  plaina  of 
Krunuonio  were  ciiimvcratiil  with  tht<  blcMiil  of  Kilinii.  Donatlit 
wiia  rcvnrcil  in  'I'uacanr;  Virf(iliua  was  vvncratuil  in  Snltx- 
burf,';  ClenieiiH  nhuil  thn  li^lit  of  kiiowluil^u  on  l<'rnncu; 
Albinna  lit  up  the  lump  of  acicrico  in  Italy  Tho  ili-avrt  ami 
thu  city,  thu  hiiinlut  nnil  thu  |ialacc,  the  nmuntuin  ami  ita 
cavunia.  the  valley  nmt  iti  InvolineaH;  the  nnrlh,witli  ila eternal 
anow;  the  noiith,  with  ita  burniiiu  aun:  all  ICurope  wua  um- 
briiccil  by  Iriah  niiaaiomiriua.  Their  learning  was  ncknow- 
.  IuiJkixI  1  '""ir  Htttictity  waa  revercil ;  their  virluoa  wero  cunon- 
izuil ;  thuir  |>iitriiiiugu  wiia  nolicitvd,  nnil  their  nnmo  ami  their 
memory  are  to  tliia  ilay  eherialmil,  ami  honourubly  rucorileil  in 
many  of  the  moat  iliiitiiiKuialicit  cities  and  naliniis  of  thia  vast 
anil  powerful  continent.  With  iuatice,  tlierci'oru,  iliil  Itenu- 
diet  XIV  lima  iiddrcaa  the  arclibiaho|w  and  blahopauf  Ireland, 
in  his  iiieniorablu  opiatlo  to  that  vunurable  bodVi  ad.  1741. 
"  Uei'ollect  (writes  thu  iHintill),  the  labours  of  vour  gruat 
a|>ostle  St.  I'atrick,  whom  our  prodoccsaor  St.  Coluatiiiu  hail 
sent  aniiinj^st  you.  Let  not  the  oxaltud  virtues  of  St.  Muluchy 
bu  fiir);iitten ;  nor  the  sanctity  and  trials  of  St.  Laiironce  of 
Dublin  Ihj  ohiitcraluil  from  your  m^iory.  Itut  slionid  we  bo 
inclinc'il  to  vnunieratu  all  the  hoi/ men,  Coliimbanns,  Kilian, 
Vir^tilina,  Uiiiiiold,  (iiillus,  and  a  counties!  host  of  others,  who, 
forsukiiiK  the  land  of  their  hirth,  planted  thu  Catholic  faith  in 
other  nations,  or  survcd  to  reniler  it  glorious  and  triumphant 
by  their  blood,  wu  shonhl  certainly  encounter  a  task  which 
would  fur  exceed  Ihu  liniitsof  Ihiacpistlu.  SuHice  it,  therefore, 
briefly  to  p>iiit  out  those  fow,  in  order  that  yo  may  the  more 
readily  briii^r  to  your  recollectiifli  t|jo  |)iety,  the  religion,  and 
the  great  and  exalted  sauctitxof  your  illustrious  forofathcn."| 
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rMii|(aJI  II  nii'iiAruli  <•/  ln-Uit<l,  tv\mU  t)i»  InvAilrra- Tli«  l>*nM  h|  Ihililiii 
ffUilirwHi  tbi  I'linnllAii  (jutli  t'nrnut-,  kitiK  •>(  Miiliaiar  Kiwi  llr«t  lNiih<>|>  ••! 
<'iuli.l.  ilaiii  HI  lli<-  llalllr  <il  Ihllyino.ii  Kll.s  u  "(  thi>  llMiiih  Wiira 
M<Mi,t|Hi|y  mI  tbi<  Sw  i,(  Aniu^li  Iriahiilun  Uvtli  At  (ll««l«>iilMiry~  Iritli 
Mi4.<i..imniNi  1,11  tiMt  roiiUiiuiit  — lllabtry  <*l  Nt,  Ma<-i'«IIiii  aiKl  iif  Nt. 
Fiiiu'it  l*JiUK|jHliinL'ii(i  I'liiiililL'tuil  Uy  I  nub  t'A:<JiNU«itK-i  iii  variimii  jMirU 
Ml  Km.,,.'. 

NoTwiTiinTtNDimi  the  frightful  uniH-ct  wliich  the  iillniiii  of 
Irclaiid  hint  >it  thi*  |M>riiicl  itmiimuil,  Imth  from  <liviiti»ii  ninoiig 
her  tmii  iH!ii|ih,'  miil  from  thu  irru|>ti<inii  of  thn  Dunuii,  thu 
ri-liKion  ot  the  nuliiiii  wiu  faithfully  uinl  tirmly  uiihulil.  8iiii'<i 
lliii  nii'iiiiiriililo  eiiuajfeiiieiit  of  Tirconiiul,  ad.  n'Jft,  in  which 
thct  DiiiiiM  aultiirvil  ndrvailful  ilufuul,  thu  Norwu^iiin  ponor 
Bii|H'urii  tu  have  ht'iMi  ^i^duiilly  ilucliiiiii);  in  Iri'liiii<i.*  Thiii 
•i^Miil  victory  Willi  fnlloweil  by  olhom,  Htill  moru  cMicnum^jiiig 
tu  thu  Irixh  uml  •liiiaitrouB  to  thi>  Uniics.  In  itUil  immaiisu 
iiluti);litur  hud  lioi'ii  iniide  amnnj^t  thuiii  by  thv  |h!ii|iIi>  of 
lii'iiinti'r.  Kiniiiiiii,  i>riiicu  of  ltro);h,  a  territory  atrvtchiiiff 
frmii  Dublin  to  UriiijIicdH,  iiiarclii'il  at  thv  head  of  hiii  forces, 
and  iiftur  routing  Ihti  Uiuii-s  of  Dublin,  ultiiimlvly  ex|M-llcil 
thcrii  thu  country ;  wliilu  the  Ijiiguniiiiin,  under  the  coinnmnd 
of  (^rrol,  obliged  them  to  i|uit  thu  imutheni  |>»rli  of  that 
|iroviiicc.  The  Diiiii'j  would  never  have  ventured  to  renew 
their  incumiona,  hail  the  iirincea  of  Ireland  acted  in  concert 
with  each  other.  These  Irish  leaders  had  bi'en  guilty  of  a  still 
greater  iiiccc  of  inijiolicy  in  employing  the  very  eiiciny  oh 
soldiers  III  their  arinieH,  during  their  uniortunatu  conflicts  with 
each  other.  Of  this  the  Danes  were  sullieieiitly  convinced, 
and  uccorilingly,  after  having  been  routed  from  Uublin,  they 
re|>aired  without  delay  to  the  north  of  Kiirope,  for  the  pur- 
|HiHe  of  aci|uaintiiig  their  countrymen  with  the  importance  of 
the  enturprisu,  and  of  ativngthening  their  ranks  by  additional 
reiiiforccinenlH.  They  continued  year  after  vcar  to  |N>ur  into 
the  country,  but  jiurlicuhiily  in  '.'U,  when  a  liu-gc  detiichnient 
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Imiiluil  at  Wutvrruril,  mid  ummi  aftrr  Uid  wulv  ('<>rk,  I.iaiiiorp, 
mihI  A){lia)i<H<.  Kroiii  lliin  iN'riwI  iliiwn  in  Ihu  tiiiio  of  DiiiiaK'i 
II,  kill);  (if  Iri-Iiiiiil  ill  IMO,  lilt*  l>uiii>it  li:iviiiK  Iiim^ii  I'onatiiiitly 
riiiiiruriml  rriMii  tln'ir  unn  cniiiitrv,  ituviutjilml  l.t-i^liliii,  K>'ll*, 
Ariiia)(li,  KiKlnri',  Clonnmcnoia,*  SIiiiik,  1)»»ii,  ('luiiiird, 
l(xii((iir,  Kt-rna,  iiml  OsMiry  At  Ivnutli,  in  IMI,  lliu  lulubrutvil 
(/allaKliK"  CimIii'I,  at  tlir  livail  nf  llw  fmrt'i  of  Miiimtfr,  clu- 
fvaluil  lliu  Duni-ii  in  two  iMipi);oiiii-nl*,  oiin  in  tliu  country  •( 
th«  llt'i'ica  Hiiil  till'  ntlivr  in  Onaory.  CimikhII  II  wiu  tlivn 
kin)(  of  Iriilniiil:  tliia  iiioiiiircli,  wittiviwinf;  tlio  rviwali'il  ilia- 
iiatvni  to  uliicli  tilt'  iiulioii  liuil  Imvn  no  Umn  <'X|ii>iivil,  ruiivil  » 

IHiwvrlitl  iiriiiy  111111111^  tliu  |h.mi|>Iu  of  llri'^li,  ami  usaiatuJ  by 
Iran  Muc  .Muoliiiurilliii  nn<l  liia  l.ii);uniana,  udvuneml  inwaiJa 
Dublin,  wliicli  city  liu  t<Hik  by  atiirni.  Ilowcvur,  in  tim  fol- 
lowiii|{  yciir,  U|Kin  tlm  ri'duutinn  nf  CoiiKiilla  iinny,  lliw  Dunva 
'n'tiirncd  under  tbcir  kiii|(,  lllaciir,  and  once  inoru  niailv  tlicui- 
•cIvcH  iiiittttirH  of  Dublin.  (Niii);all  rcncwvd  lliv  attack, and  in 
II IH  uiiutlicr  dca|MT»tc  ciij^^ii^t'iiii'iit  tu<ik  |ilncv,  in  wbiili  tbu 
Daniali  kin^',  lllaciir,  and  a  tbouaand  of  bia  nivn  werv  aluiii.t 
I'lHiii  tliu  iluatb  of  Itliicar,  (iiidfriil,  aoii  of  Silric  kiii^  of 
Noi'tliunibcrlaiKl,  »aa  a|>|iiiintt'd  rnlcr  of  tliu  Northinun  Tbia 
L'ontimu'd  auriua  ofdiauslura  ho  liuinbli'd  tliu  Dunua  of  Dublin, 
tliat  during  tbu  runuiiiulvr  of  Coiigair*  rui);ii  fuw  dcprudatiuiu 
lind  bi'uii  cuniiniltcil ;  ami  it  in,  iiiorcovi>ft  coiiaidurud  one  of 
till*  ordinary  iiiuanx  bv  wliicli  lliu  convu(aion  of  tb>t  |h'o|i!u  to 
tlio  Clirialian  ruli^ion  liaci  buun  uir>'Clci(,  (iodl'riff,  t^iuir  klii^, 
bad  I'uibracud  ('liriKtiaiiity  Inn;;  lictoiu  be  waa  ulevnlitl.to  ally 
uulliiirity  bv  lliu  Danua  in  livlaiid  Wliuii  Ilia  jfutliur  Sitrio 
bud  nitirriud  Kditim,  lliu  nialcr  of  Atbulatun,  kinu  bf  ICnuland, 
oiiu  of  tlic  conilitiona  nf  llic  inarriu);u  niu,  ibat  liu  alo,  'M 
bvconiu  a  Cliriatiunt  Silric  bad  tlircu  anna,  Kc^rinald,  Auiib  , 
Hiid  (joill'rid,  all  of  nlioiii  bad  liucn  inatriicliMl  by  Kditliu  in 
tbu  |iriiici|iluH  »f  tlio  Uliristian  religion  It  ia  atatcd  by  Waru 
and  otiicrs,  upon  lliu  uutburily  of  tbu  Annala  nf  Inniafallun, 
tbat  tlic  ^'cni'i'iil  coiivui»ioii  <vf  tbu  Dunca  tbrou^bout  Ireland 
tiHik  |iliicu  at  tbia  |>uriod  (IMS).  Sucli,  bonuvur,  ia  nut  tbu 
fact;  and  it  ia  rcinarkubic,  tbat  Ibu  annalist  in  atatini;  tbu  cun- 
vursioii  wliicb  occurred  in  illM,  conlinca  biniaclf  aoluly  tu  tlio 
Daiiianf  Dublin;  wliicb,  doiibtluas,  be  would  not  bavu  duiiu 
bad  tbu  Nortbiiu'ii  in  ntbur  |iartji  of  Irulund  bccuinu  Cliriatiuna 
at  lliat  tunc  §  It  11  curtain  lliat  tbu  colivuminn  of  tbat  |icuplu 
did  not  becuuiu  );uncral  until  uinny  vuuraaflur;  and  au  far  won 

•  AiiimU  o[  tituiHliI-  t  l.l  4  Miirnty,  lU'CuL  HcaiKtMcia. 


■crLUIAOTiCAL  illirri)iit  or  liiii./ii«l>.  188 

it  frnin  ImvitiK  hoen  in  limtantniii'ima  rvnni,  that  it  wm  even 
«  work  of  iniirli  iliHicillty  miil  i>f  iimiiv  ya»n. 

Tilt*  civil  lu  wiOl  iiH  tli»  (UM'litHiiiNtii'ul  ovoritA  rfinnecto<l  with 
till-  iiK-iiiiiry  iif  ('iiriiiiii:  Mac  ('uliiiiin,  kiiitt  of  Miiiiitur  ami 
flriit  lii»lii>|>  "f  CimIicI,  fiirin  mi  iiili'n'iiiiii)(  inirlion  iil'  Ilia 
liinliiry  of  tliiiatt  tiiiiin.  Kroiii  thin  i'i>lplirul>-<l  iimii  i>  lUtcit 
lliu  fiiiiiiilitliiiM  of  that  liiiiho|iri(',  niiil  from  llii<  ciri'iiiiKiiiiico 
of  till-  cilV  of  (.'hhIiuI  hnviiiir  Ix'cii  thu  iviil  of  royiilty  ill  tha 
Miiilh  mill  lliu  riiiili'iii'v  of  thu  kiiiun  of  Miiiiitur,  it  ww 
ptiiltvil  in  lliii  twflfth  iciitury  t"  iho  iliniiily  of  an  «rohii'l'i»- 
i'o|>ul  M'O  Ciiriimi'  nun  Ixirn  In  tliu  ynitr  H,I7,  mid  wM  of 
thi<  KiiK<°"i'>n  liniiK'li,  living  liiii<nllv  il<'iii'i'iiil<'<l  from  vKiiuiix', 
who  liiul  hvi'ii  t'onvcrli'il  lo  tlif  fiiith  liy  lIu'  |)ri<M(.'liin((  of  til. 
I'ntrii'k  lliiviiiu  rvcuiti'il  «ii  ('iliicution  miiluU  to  thu  tM.'cl«- 
•iuticHl  Kliitc  iiiiih'r  !^it')(iliiii,  the  liariiol  ubhut  uf  Ciutlmltir- 
niut,  ('oriiiiii'  una  mliniltcil  to  holy  ordi'in,  iiml  ulU'r  »  iNiriiHl, 
wiH  iirotiioli'il  to  thu  i'|ii«('o|inoy.*  It  Ik  I'onirL'tiiriid  tliut  hu 
li»'l  bt')'!!  Iiii<hi>|>  of  |j4iiiorii  iH'foro  hu  ri'tiiovvil  tu  Cuiiht-I; 
however,  thu  iirolmhility  l«,  that  In  roiiilduralion  of  Ida  leiirn- 
inu  and  >'xtniur>lliiary  iiivrlta,  hu  waa  t'i>ii«'<'rult-il  oriKiniilly 
l)laho|iof  Ciiahi'l,  ami  aiHin  after vatahllHliud  liUavu  in  that  city, 
wliivli  had  Ikh'Ii  lor  an  many  yeara  tlio  n-aidciice  nf  his  rornl 
Hiicealiira  Kliiii>!i'»Kaii,  who  thuii  /iwayiMl  the  acuptro  of  tliat 
|irovlnce,  having  iiiriirri'd  tliu  diH|i|cnaura  of  his  auhjuctii,  wan 
di'iHiaud  in  1H)|,  on  which  occiuicm  ('orniuc  waa  called  to  the 
throne  l>y  the  unaniinoiiH  voice  of  the  |ie(i|ile,  and  tlina  waa  hu 
holh  hialiop  of  Cuahel  and  kin;;  of  Miilialcr  The  iiiiiun 
of  the  nilti'u  ami  a('e|itre  una  not  iinuaiuil  in  llioae  tiiiiua, 
|Hirti,'iilarly  anion);  the  ancealora  of  Cormac :  Olchobair,  whu 
died  ill  H.M,  and  Cinfeled,  in  H72,  had  Uien  kiiigaof  Miinatvr 
lUiil  l>isho|M  of  Kiiily. 

In  thu  very  coiiiniunceinent  of  (^riiiac'a  rci{(n,  and  while  he 
waa  ^overniii^  hia  kin);doin  in  jience,  Klan,  anrnained  .Si'diinn, 
kiii^  of  all  Iri'laiul,  together  with  ('uai'hhal,  kin^'  of  Leinater, 
iiiarchuil  with  a  |Hiwerfiil  army  into  Mnnatcr,  and  lui<l  tvaalu 
the  whole  lenitory  !)•  tweeii  (iowran  and  l.iiiierlck.  Coriiiiic, 
who  naa  ut  tlila  time  (lii|ii'e|»ireil  to  resiat  auch  an  attack, 
hnil  liuun  ohli);eil  to  reiii,iin  a  paaaive  a|M'ctator  of  tliuau 
acoiiuN;  however,  in  the  fullowln^  year,  he  collected  together 
thu  lorcea  of  Munater,  and  having  U'en  accoinpiinled  liy  Kla- 
licrtach,  ablidt  of  IniiiMatthy,  he  ilirwted  hia  iiinrch  towaitia 
thu  county  uf  iMeatli,  tiir  the  |iiir|iu»e  of  deimindin);  anliHfar- 
tioii   for  thu  iiijiirlva  which  hia  |H'o|ile  hud  auataliied,  ami  of 
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prevAlinff  a  recurrence  of  iucli  unwarranted  prococflings.* 
It  wuiilcl  Imvo  lieen  more  fortunate  for  Cornmc  lia>l  lie  paid 
lew  implicit  attention  to  the  advice  of  Flaliertacli.  This 
man  wiu  naturally  of  a  bold,  enterprising,  military  dispo- 
aition ;  and  by  his  counsel  Cormac  vvai  at  length  prevailed 
upon  tu  come  to  an  engagement  with  the  enemy.  Having 
arrived  with  liiii  troops  ns  far  as  the  plains  of  Magh-loana, 
in  the  now  King's  County,  Cormac  gave  battle  to  Flan  and 
his.  cun federates,  and  defeated  them  with  great  kws,  particu- 
larly of  the  Nialls,  among  whom  Maiilchraobha,  king  of 
Kinel-Kogain  (Tyrone),  was  slain.  Re<luced  by  this  defeat, 
Flan  was  coin|)e)led  to  submit,  while  Cormac  continued  his 
route  towai||s  Cuiniaught,  and  obliged  the  Connacians  and 
some  of  the  Niolls  to  place  hostages  in  his  hands.t  It  was 
not  to  be  ex|H-cte(t  that  Flan,  who,  besides  his  ungovernable 
teni|ier,  was  also  monarch  of  the  kingdom,  could  long  sub- 
nn°t  to  this  degradation.  Accordingly,  in  !IOt),  with  the  aid  of 
Ceailihul,  king  of  Loinster,  Ca'tlial,  king  of  Connaught', 
and  the  princes  of  Leath-ciiin  (the  northern  half  of  Ireland), 
he  raised  a  formidable  army,  and  notwithstanding  the  treaty 
which  he  had  signed  and  the  hostages  which  he  delivered, 
FJan  advanced  towards  the  frontiers  of  Munster,  determined 
at  all  hazards  u[)on  the  subjugation  and  total  destruction  of 
the  Munioniuns.  Cormac,  who  was  of  a  naturally  iwaceablo 
disposition,  on  receiving  intelligence  of  the  enemy  s  approach, 
was  foV  sending  messengers  and  having  the  matter  compro- 
mised. Hut  such  meosurcs  were  far  from  buing  agreeable  to 
the  views  of  the  unbending  Flaliertacli.  This  abbot  was  an 
avowed  enemy  to  peace,  and  by  his  repeated  advice  Cormac 
was,  in  a  manner,  coiutrained  to  lead  out  his  forces  and  march 
towanls  Leinster,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  enemy  and 
of  giving  tlieni  battle.  The  two  armies  came  within  view  of 
each  other  at  Ueallach  Mughna  (Uallyinoon,  in  Idrone, 
county  of  Carlow).  The  Munster  troops  were  reinforced  by 
the  Oworians,  under  their  various  chieftains,  and  by  many  of 
the  princlnal  nobility.  Mor  was  Flaliertacli  the  only  ecclesi- 
astic who  iiad  accompanied  Cormac  in  this  ill-fated  exjiedition: 
Mac-Eogan,  abbot  of  Cork;  Column,  abbot  of  Kennity  (in 
the  King's  County);  and  Tiobrindo,  bishop  of  Emiy,  with 
many  others,  were  present  at  the  engagement.^  Cormac  had 
a  foreknowledge  of  his  death,  and  previously  to  the  batUfifc... 
■nude   his  confession    and    likewise    his  will,   in   wliicii  he 
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bequeathed  variuiu  ucrod  'ornamenta,  bctitlea  divora  ntensils 
of  gold  anil  silver,  to  the  cliurclics  of  Casliol,  I.ismorc,  Emly, 
Arniii),'li,  Kildurv,  niid  Olendalocli.  Tliis  cngafroiiiont  ii 
represented  aa  one  uf  tlio  inoat  desperate  wliich  liad  tiiken 
place  in  those  tiuioa;  in  it  the  bishop  of  Caahel  waa  aloin, 
together  with  the  abbots  Mac-Eogan  and  Colnian;  Kelly, 
(irinco  of  Ossory ;  Fogurty,  prince  of  Kerry,  and  about  six 
thousand  of  their  troo|>s.  Cormac'a  body  was  afterwarda 
conreyoil  to  Cosliul,  where  it  was  interred;  although  it  has 
been  nftirniod  by  some  writers  that  he  had  been  buried  at 
Castle<lermot.  'I'his  prelate  was  the  author  of  the  celebrated 
work  entitled  the  I'tatler  of  Caihel,  in  which  the  ancient 
historical  events  of  Ireland  are  chronologically  recorded. 
Ho  liaa,  likewise,  written  an  etymological  dictionary,  or 
Irish  glossary,  called  Sanamn    Connac,  and-a—woi'lt  on  the 

f'encalogies  of  the  Irish  saints.*  Corniac,  after  having  estak- 
ished  the  see  of  Casliel,  erected  a  small  but  beautiful  chaiwl, 
on  the  summit  of  the  rock  in  that  city,  the  ruins  of  which, 
froui  their  bold  und  lofty  position,  are  strongly  calculated  to  ' 
fill  the  mind  with  notions  of  the  piety  and  grandeur  of  former 
days.  This  sacred  edifice  is,  however,  considered  by  some 
antiquaries  us  only  a  captlla,  or  chapel,  attached  to  the  royal 
|)alace,  wliich  had  been  erected  on  thu  top  of  the  rock  of 
Casliel;  while  they  conjecture  that  the  cathedral  must  have 
been  situated  in  the  city,  and  most  probably  adjacent  to  tho 
base  of  the  rock. 

It  is  natural  to  suppose,  that  during  these  domestic  conflicts, 
aggravated  by  the-  incursions  of  the  Danes,  the  kingdom 
must  have  been  in  a  state  of  unuiual  excitement;  while  • 
discipline,  morality,  and  the  general  interest  of  religion  liad 
licen  considerably  airected.  The  frequent  attacks  which  the 
Ostmcn  lind  made  on  the  religious  establishments,  and  the 
indiscriminate  slaughter  in  whicli  these  scenes  had  invariably 
terminated,  obIige<l  the  monks  and  other  ecclesiastics  on 
many  occasions  to  take  up  arms  in  self-defence.  That  which 
had  at  first  originated  from  this  imi>erative  cause,  and  which 
stands  not  only  justified,  but  oven  demanded  by  the  very 
voice  of  Nature,  did  in  a  short  time,  from  habit  and  the  pre- 
valence of  e.\ainple,  assume  the  character  of  a  national  and 
inilispensablu  duty;  and  for  this  reason  it  was  that,  in  the 
buttle  of  Unllyniooii,  such  a  number  of  ecclesiastics  had  hben 
pres<>nt,  contrary  tti  the  discipline  and  wise  regulations  of  " 
their  pious  ancestors. 
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To  the  unsettled  stAte  of  society  in  those  times,  must  be 
trAocul  the  introduction  of  that  claRs  of  pernona  so  generally 
known  in  our  anniilft  by  the  nanioK  of  CoTbea  and  Erenachg* 
During  the  devaNtutionn  of  the  Danes,  several  of  the  Irish 
]>relatc8f  and  particularly  the  abbots  of  the  largo  monasteries, 
were  accustomed  tu  commit  their  lands  to  the  protection  of 
some  neighlKiuring  prince  or  dynast.  These  individuals  con- 
tinued to  hohl,  as  guardians,  this  ecclesiastical  property  for 
a  series  of  years;  but  at  length  they  abuse<l  the  trust  which 
had,  with  such  confidence,  been  placed  in  their  hands;  they,  in 
iniiny  instances,  monopolized  the  entire  of  these  possessions, 
and  actually  annexed  them  to  their  own  estates.  The  abuses 
which  arose  from  this  system  were  lamentable,  an<l  became 
the  source  of  unprece<lentcd  scandal,  but  particularly  in  the 
nrclidioccse  of  Armagh.  It  has  been  already  noticed,  Uiat 
the  law  of  St.  Patrick,  or  tribute  intended  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  church  of  Armagh,  had  in  the  preceding  century  been 
strictly  enforced  by  several  i)rimates  over  the  provinces  of 
Muustcr  and  Connuuglit.  This  nationul  revenue,  having  been 
augmented  by  various  other  pro]»erty  already  attached  to  that 
church,  rendered  the  see  an  object  worthy  the  attention  of 
certain  powerful  and  avaricious  aspirants. 

*  Ci>rh(i  tMVoinorUtn,  in  its  vtyinntogical  totme,  lifjniHea  a  joint-|)Brtner,  and 
i»  ik'rivwl  from  tlio  Iriati  wi»nln,  Cumh  (iu  latin  *.'»*ii)  au(I  yurbrr,  a  Ituitleil 
(•ttiito;  in  an  eucloHiiistical  K'nHc,  it  niuanH  tlu!  hiicct'wor  of  a  [wnton  inveatcl 
with  fcoteHiaHtical  dignity.  Tki>  niuuastti:  and  titlicr  clmix-h  itmiierty  having 
iNfen  iuonui>())i/iKl  by  tbt<  iniltviduula  under  wkuiie  jintt<^tiun  it  tiad  been 
|tUced,  thu  titii!  (.'unitirlKiu,  <ir  L'orlia,  wan  SiKtu  after  ailupted  by  tho  Muno 
ui(urj«ra.  TlifM)  Vurhtt  were  >;euerally  lavmen  or  tomurud  cli'rks;  yet  wime 
few  oniong  tkvm.were  in  Imly  iirdcrH  ;  and  thiN  latter  dfi)ch|>tiun  luually  yw- 
aidtxi  ovfr  ttione  cburcbefi  which  in  ftinner  tiioen  liad  lM>eii  tuiuur  bishniincii. 
Ik'fiideii  the  tiniiiTty  which  Iwlonged  tu  the  ablteyM,  iK>veral  of  the  L'orUw 
[mHMe.HHed  lautls  att*u-hed  tii  e|>iM,t>ml  ho«»,  out  of  which  they  wfrc  l)uuud  U> 
|iay  cei-toin  uieuHal  diie«  to  the  biHDO|i.  The  Ertnach$  were  a  sumuwhat  similar 
lUvieriiition  of  [MMijik',  but  uf  ail  inferior  cbvu*.  The  tenn,  in  ita  original  m;u(h% 
Mffuiliitt  an  archdeauon  or  ecuiiunie.  Iu  the  miihltc  n^es  the  otiice  of  aroh^ 
deacon  fell  generally  int<t  tho  bKiidaof  laymtiu  ;  and  thitt  abune  |irevailcd  to  a. 
■  xruat  extuut  in  Kngland,  Franco,  and  the  houUi  of  (Icmiany.  In  Ireland,  the 
ttyNtem  of  lay-nrchdeaconH,  (>rcreniu:bii>ni,  iM-cajne  vcrygei^vnil-  Theiw  Ereiiachs 
wertt  luiivurBally  laymen,  witli  the  excejition  that  they  iifiimlly  received  the 
toiuuru,  and  they  M-ero  the  actual  iK>BseaiH>rB  of  e)tiiico|t(U  landn,  out  of  wkicli 
they  wert^  Inuind  to  |tay  certain  annual  coutributioiiH.  'Ilie  Ei'enncbs,  aa  well 
ai  Uic  ('orU'H,  were,  in  fact,  the  iiHuriiers  of  church  nrojierty  ;  and  when  ono , 
of  them  lum>enod  to  die,  the  M'pt  immediately  atiitemijled  and  elected  another. 
The  only  dinvreuce,  thea-fore,  Iti-twei'U  tho  CorUn  und  the  KrenaeliH  iimaiated 
iu  Uiia,  that  the  CVirbea  i>oMtciiHetl  n  greater  extent  of  iint^wrty,  and  held  landa 
which  lietouge«l  to  the  ablteyK, without  tving  in  any  manner  dej»eudaiit  un  the 
biiilic»|>  1  whUe  the  Erenaclm  held  their  ^landn  uuiler  tlie  biiilio|i,  and  were  tho 
iwritetual  teiiantM  of  tho  uicumU'nt.  Some  of  the  lauds  iHiiistssi-d  by  these 
t'orlieti  and  Krenaebr<  wen'  called  Tti-m<m-tQttd»,  a/lieiiifi  exemjited  from  all 
stntc!  taxi's,  but  were  charged  with  certain  |)ensionis  to  ue  |»aid  yearly  to  the 
bi!:>ho|>  of  the  diocoHe. 
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On  the  death  of  the  priiimtc,  St.  MuelLrigid,  in  92(i,  an 
occurroiico  took  place  in  this  iiu>tro|>olitan  nee,  which  must 
liavo  buen  as  (lisuilifying  tu  thu  faithful  on  it  was  disgraceful 
to  those  who  lind  tMkcii  a  share  in  it. 

In  that  }'uar  the  see  of  Arniaf^h,  with  its  tem|ioraIitic8,  was 
UBur|>cd  by  certain  ilvnasts  of  timt  territory,  and  who,  in  all 
)>robubility  hail,  under  the  system  of  Erunachism,  been  con- 
stituted its  guardians.  With  the  8|>ecitic  grounds  u|ion  which 
the  nsuriwrs  attempted  to  Justify  their  proceedings,  wo  Imvo 
not  been  ninde  aci|uuinted ;  hut  it  is  generally  supposed  thiit 
theso/tlvnasts  had  been  the  descendants  of  Dairc,  from  whom 
St.  I'atriek  uhluined  a  grunt  of  titu  site  on  which  the  cathe- 
dral of  Armagh  hadl>een  erected.  Tiiis  jiowerful  family  held 
liossession  of  the  see  for  about  two  hundred  years;  and  to 
such  an  excess  had  this  usurpation  been  carried,  that  no  [icrson 
except  a  member  of  that  family  was  allowed  to  Kll  the  uietro- 
iiolitau  chair  For  several  years  an  ecclesiastic  ap|>cared 
iK'longing  to  the  sept,  and  he  \yas  accordingly  consecrated ; 
but  at  length,  in  the  eleventh  century,  married  laymen  wore 
intruded,  took  possession  of  the  temporalities  and  in  all  their 
public  acts,  signed  themselves  archbishops  of  Armagh  and 
jirimates  of  Irelanil.  While  these  lay-usurpers  contented 
themselves  with  the  temporalities  of  the  Church,  they  at  the  ' 
same  time  had  taken  care  to  ])rovide  the  sec  with  regular 
consecrated  bishops,  who  acted  as  suHragans  under  them, 
administered  the  Sacraments,  and  performed  tin),  necessary- 
duties  of  the  ministry  throughout  the  diocese.  The  friends 
of  morality  were  grieved  at  these  unprecedented  abuses;  but 
renuinstrunce  was  inefl'ectual;  for  in  those  awful  times  all  the 
laws,  both  of  religion  and  of  society,  api>earcd  to  have  been  ' 
under  the  complete  control  of  mere  physical  force,  and  at  the 
capricious  dis|H>sid  of  every  domineering  dynast. 

It  has  been  generally  remarked  as  a  singular  feature  in  the 
character  of  this  century,  that  the  cultivation  of  letters,  which,  • 
in  other  (^ountries,  hail  been  neglected,  was  still  ardently 
cherished  in  many  of  the  ancient  schools  of  Ireland,  From 
these  establishments  numbers  of  learned  men  came  forth, 
many  of  whom  retired  to  otlm  countries,  and  contributed  to 
the  general  dill'usion  of  knowledge  and  morality.  \ 

The  iniportiuit  bchetits  which  the   English  nation  had  at       \ 
this  very  time  derived   from  Irishmen  has  been  attested  by  ^ 

many  ot  their  own  writers.     Learning  had,  it  ap|>ears,  lament- 
ably declined  in   England   after  the  death  of  Alfred.     That  - 
great  munnrch  imdertook  the  task  of  restoring  the  nionastiu 
institutions  which  had  f.illon  into  decay ;  and  had  he  continued 
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to  govern  that  nation  for  a  longer  period,  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  guccceded  in  his  deaign.  Unfortunately,  however,  for 
tlie  interest  of  science,  the  reign  of  Alfred  whs  but  of  short 
continunncu.  liis  successors  neglected  to  (Mtronize  these 
roligluuH  cstublishnients.  Tliurowere  no  public  soliuoU  through- 
out thu'  kingdom ;  education  was  an  object  which  the  nation 
in  general  disregarded ;  and  hence  to  such  an  extent  had  igno- 
rurioo  prevailed  that,  it  is  said,  an  ecclesiastic  could  scarcely  bo 
found  capable  of  either  writing  or  translating  a  Latin  letter. *> 
It  liap|)ened,  however,  that  about  the  year  950  a  number  of 
Irishmen,  distinguished  for  talents  and  deeply  versed  in  every 
<le|uirtiiicnt  uf  literature,  repaired  to  Glastonbury ,t  where  they 
undertook  to  give  lectures  and  to  employ  every  means  in  their 
IHiner  for  the  re-establishment  of  knowledge.  The  labours  of 
these  men  were  soon  appreciated;  their  instructions  were 
attended  by  numbers  of  every  rank,  and  among  their  pupils  is 
'noticed  the  learned  and  celebrated  St.  Uunstiin.  Irisliinen  had 
distinfruisliud  themselves  here  long  before  this  period;  it  is, 
however,  an  undoubto<l  fact,  that  tint  Irish  teachers  who 
repaired  to  Glastonbury,  in  the  tenth  century,  wore  the  princi|ial 
revivers  of  literature  in  that  populous  and  extensive  portion  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon  territories. 

Nor  was  it  in  England  alone  that  the  Irish  ecclesiastics  of 
this  age  became,  valuable ;  numbers  of  them  repaired  to  the 
continent,  and  were  the  founders  and  abbots  of  historically- 
celebrated  religious  establishments.  Among  these  eminent 
incn  it  may  bo  proper  to  notice  the  holy  and  penitential 
Maccallin,  first  ablmt  of  tlio  monastery  of  VValcioJorus, 
now  Vassor,  near  thu  Mouse.  Maccallin  and  cloven  other 
Irishmen  accompanied  St.  Cadroe  to  Fnince,  where  they  in- 
tended to  devote  the  reiniiindcr  of  tlid^^ays  to  the  practice 
of  the  most  rigid  austerities.  St.  CaJWoc  hud  been  a  British 
Scot,  iinil  receive<l  his  education  in  Arinugh.  Being  gifted 
with  vcry^siipurior  talents,  and  having  made  .'himself  in:istcr 
of  tlio  classics,  history,  philosophy,  ami  other  branches  of 
literature,  he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  formed  places  of  edu- 
cation, wliicli  lii^  at  the  time  been  deplorably  wanted  in  that 

*  Mabillon.  AnnaL  IWiiod.  at  A  940. 

t  (Kb*TU,  in  tiiii  lifu  <if  St.  UiiiiHtin,  has  the  following  luuHagn  :  '*  Qnoruiu 
(lli)icrnornm)  multi  kU\\ie  iUimtrcii  vfri,  iliviniM  oc  MucularihuH  lit^rin  nohilitcr 
iTuiliti, <liitn  rclicta  Ilibt'niia,  in  turra  Anfjlunini  [leKglinatiiri  venisaont,  locnni 
hnhititiitnia  Mlif  Gittttmiam  tlplegt^nint,  .  .  .  ttiiHcipiunt  tiliim  noliiltuni  lilkora- 
liliiin  HtiiiliiH  >ml>iieiitto(i ;.  lit  uuimI  niiiiUH  ail  UHitin  ttK^i  tilHsttas  i^xhiln'ret,  conmi 
(luoK  doci'ttant  titH'ralitaU'  riHliinilaiTt'  Aitirat  cr^  nobilisainuiH  in  I  'liritit'i  piier 
OiuiKtantL'i.  inter  aliira  iinus.  into  pm'  aliirt  itohiH,  ul>i  itanlo  ililigentiiti  qtunn 
unl)cv-illA  II  ta«  Wm  |>oHKt  litoranim  studio  intontti^,"  &c. 
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country-*  Cadroc,  however,  was  dctorniinod  on  lending  an 
uroniitic  life,  end  according;! y  repaired  to  tlio  continent;  on 
Vhicli  uccanion,  Maccallin  and  eleven  ntheni  associated  them- 
solves  with  him.  After  a  |>erilous  voyage,  they  arrived  at 
Uonlo)>iiu,  and  from  thcnct^procccded  tu  St.  Fiirsey's  monas- 
tery, in  I'eronno.  liy  tliu  kindness  of  Herscndis,  a  piniis  and 
wealthy  matron  re.ildinf;  in  that  n'>ii;hbourliood,  a  convenient 
site  was  obtained  in  n  piirt  of  the  forest  called  Tlieorascentit, 
tioar  the  river  Uise,  and  adjoining  a  church  which  had  been 
do<licatcd  to  St.  Mi^acl ;  while  tlieir  community  being  now 
formed,  Maccallin  was,  although  against  his  wish,  appointed 
their  superior.^  Having  sjicnt  some  time  in  this  retreat, 
Mnccullin  and  Cadroe  embraced  tho  Itenedictine  institute ;  the 
former  at  (iorz.iu,  a  monastery  in  the  diocese  of  Metz,  and 
the  latter  at  the  celebrated  monastery  of  Fleury-sur-Loire. 
Kilbert,  tho  hu.sband  of  ficrscndis,  had  by  this  time  com- 
pleted the  great  abbey  of  Walciodorus ;  Maccallin  was  ac- 
cordingly dircctc<l  to  undertake  the  government  of  it,  and 
thus  did  lie  l)ecomo  its  first  abbot,  still  retaining  tho  manage- 
ment of  tho  monastery  of  St.  Miiiliael.  Tho  history  of  this 
ancient  anil  celebrated  abbey  presents  an  interesting  and 
lengthened  detail  of  the  lalmurs  of  St.  Maccallin.  That  ter- 
ritory wlis  not  yet  recovered  from  the  wars  and  revolutions  by 
which  it  had  for  centuries  been  agitated.  Ignorance  and  de- 
generacy uf  .morals  had,  to  a  frightful  extent,  pervaded  all 
ranks,  while  the  clergy  themselves,  harrasscd  by  a  severe  mis- 
sion, stood  in  necil  of  some  experienced  men  to  assist  them  in 
the  discharge  of  their  numerous  duties.  On  every  occasion 
Maccallin  was  a  nevcr-failing  auxiliary,  and  in  consequence 
of  his  extraordinary  exertions,  his  name  has  been  mentioned 
with  great  ])raise  by  tho  writers  of  those  times,  and  in  various 
martyrologics.  About  the  year  950,  St.  Cadroe,  at  the 
urgent  request  of  Otlio,  king  of  Germany,  undertook  the 

Sovcniment  of  Walciodorus,  and  was  afterwards  abbot  of 
le  monastery  of  St.  Felix,  at  Metz,  where  he  died,  in  975. 
St.  Maccallin  returned  to  the  monastery  in  tho  forest,  in 
which  retreat  he  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred  pn 
the  21st  January,  a.d.  978. 

St.  Finqen,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  an  eminent  master  of 
a  spiritual  life,  became  the  immediate  successor  of  St.  Cadroe 
in  the  monastery  of  Metz.}  About  tho  close  of  tliis  century, 
the  ancient  abbey  of  St.  Symphorian,  which   had  almost 

*  HubUlon,  AnnaL  ;  Vit  Culrov.  t  BolUnilua,  at  Zlst  Ju. 

'   X  Mabillun,  AnnaL  Bened. 
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hecoinc  a  rnlii,  whs  rclinilt  by  Adalboro  II.,  bishop  of  Mctz, 
uiitl  this  prelate  havinj;  a  groat  vstucm  for  the  learning  and 
sanctity  of  Fingon,  causetl  thut  abbey  to  be  furtliwitli  placed 
V^under  his  direction.  Adalboro  was  a  great  encourager  of 
Irish  niissioners:  he  obtained  from  Otho  III.  a  confirmation  of 
-  the  rights  and  pns.sessions  of  this  establishment,  on  condition 
that  none  but  Irish  monks  should  l>o  allowed  into  its  com- 
munity ;  if,  however,  such  postulants  did  not  apply,  the  abbot 
wns  tlion  at  liberty  to  admit  ]H>rsons  of  any  other  nation. 
This  deed  was  signed  by  the  t'm|)er9r  at  Fninkfort,  on  the 
25th  of  January,  A.n.  !t92.  Nor  vmre  tlie  laluiurs  of  Fingen 
connned  to  Metz ;  he  founded,  or  at  least  re-established, 
several  monasteries  in  these  districts,  to  which  both  Germany 
and  the  north  of  Franco  had  been  greatly  indebted.  Among 
these,  the  nmnastcry  of  St.  Peter  and  ht.  Vitonus,  now  St. 
Vannes,  at  Verdun,  is  p.irticularly  mentioned.  In  this  estab- 
lishment ho  )>laccd  a  connnunity  of  Irish  monks,  and  took 
them  under  his  own  direction.  Soon  after  its  foundation, 
Kichard,  dean  of  tho  diocese  of  Rheim8,-and  Frederick,  count 
of  Ver>hm,  applied  to  him  for  permission  to  become  members 
of  this  house.  Fingon  had  been  for  some  time  unwilling  to 
receive  them,  conceiving  that  men  of  their  rank  would  not  so 
easily  submit  to  tho  poverty  and  rigorous  discipline  of  tho 
monasteVy;  in  this,  however,  he  was  mistaken;  and  undor 
his  instruction  they  became  two  of  the  most  enii;ient  men  of 
these  times.  St.  Fingen  dieil  in  the  year  1(X)4,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  tho  govornuient  of  the  monastery  by  Uicliard,  his 
zealous  and  beloved  disciple.' 

Tho  reputation  of  Irish  ecclesiastics,  as  teachers  of  science 
and  of  morality,  had  in  this  age  Iwconie  so  celebrated,  that  ' 
many  of  them  were  invited  to  retire  to  the  continent,  and 
were  particularly  patronized.  About  the  year  974,  Wariims, 
archbishop  of  Cologne,  erected  an  extensive  monastery  for  the 
Irish  in  an  island  of  tiie  Khine.f  Another  distinguished  lite- 
rary establishment  had  at  this  time  been  conducted  by  Irishmen, 
in  the  diocese  of  Toul ;  while  Duncan,  an  Irish  bishop,  taught 
at  the  «ame  iicriod  in  the  monastery  of  Kemigius,  at  Klieims.{ 
This  learne(l  pi-elato  has  written,  for  the  use  of  his  scholars, 
explanatory  observations  on  the  first  book  of  Pomponius  Mela, 
regarding  the  situation  of  the  earth ;  also  a  commentary  on  the 
nine  books  of  itartianus  Capella  oh  the  Liberal  Arts.  Duncan, 
having  been  thus  employed  for  mai^ycars,  died  at  Kheims 
about  the  dose  of  the  tenth  century. 

*  MsbillDii,  at  A.  IINU.  f  lA.  at  a.  974.  ;  Hist.  Ljttenin>. 
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Hucceiwon  of  Mt  r»triok — KiiiacniMj  8m«— Uclifpouii  PoumUtioiu  of  th« 
Tolitli  Century. 

TiiK  inciinibency  of  Maelbrigitl  in  the  metropolitan  see  conti- 
ntieit  until  021!.  His  successor  was  Joseph,  styled  in  the  IJUter 
Annuls  "  |>rinco  of  Armagh,  n  bishop,  a  wise  innn,  and  an 
anchoret."*  On  the  death  of  Mnelbrigid,  the  sept  of  Uaire,  a.H 
has  heen'alrcadv  noticeil,  .seized  upon  the  temporalities  of  the 
see  of  Arniapli.t  Joseph  was  tlio  first  of  that  family  who  had 
been  ailvanced  to  the  primatial  chair;  he  is  allowed  to  liavu 
received  consecriitioii,  and  is  represented  as  a  man  of  exten- 
sive learning;.  It  does  not  ap|>ear  that  his  election  had  ol)taine<l 
tlio  concurrence  of  the  clcrj;y,  nor  were  they,  it  is  probable, 
even  consulted,  particularly  a.i  these  |>owei){ul  dynastj, availing 
themselves  of  the  national  confusion,  were  determined  to  make 
a  mi)nfl|>oly  of  the  see  in  favour  of  their  own  family.  How- 
ever, on  Jcseph's  accession,  the  clerjry  Iwcanitf  reconcileil,  and 
he  is  represented  as  "  a  good  anil  a  wise  bishop."  Joseph  held 
the  see  for  nine  years,  Tind  u]Hm  his  demise  in  U3C,  Mokl- 
PATiticK  was  appointed  his  successor.  Moeliiatrick,  although  a 
member  of  the  family  of  Uaire,  is  allowed  by  all  our  annalists 
to  have  been  a  regularly  consecrated  bishop.;  lie  is  likewise 
styled  "prince  of  Arinagli,"  and  died  after  an  incumbency  of 
only  live  niontba.  Catasach  II.  was  consecrated  soon  after 
the  death  of  Patrick,  and  placed  by  the  same  family  in  the 
nrchiepiscopal  chair.  This  prelate  is  styled  in  the  Ulster 
Annals  son  of  Uulgan  and  coiuorban  of  St.  Patrick.  Catosach, 
liaving  governed  the  see  twenty  years,  died  in  y.')7;  and  upon 
his  demise,  Mureilach,  son  of  tergns,  was  unpointed  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  predecessor  had  been,  and  was  soon  after 
consecrated.  Muredach  having  held  the  see  for  nine  years, 
was,  according  to  the  Psalter  of  Cashel,  deposed  in  96G. 
O'Fluherty,  on  the  authority  of  a  manuscript  catalogue,  states 
tliat  he  resigned  the  see  aitdr  having  governed  it  for  seven 

nth  year  of  his  consecration. 

ears  to  have  been  preferably 
iicmnbency  has  been  brought 
down  to  !l(j().     DunoALETiiK  11.  sncceedell  Mnredach,  and  was 
consecrated  archbishop  of  Armagh  in  966.    In  consequence  of 


uiai  ne  resigned  tiie  see  alter  navin. 
years,  and  that  ho  died  in  the  ninth 
The  Ciishel  catnlogue,  however,  appeal 
ailoptcd,  according  to  which,  his  iiicui 


•  W»ro,  «t  Amingh.  t  8m  otttp.  i  .  t  Tr.  Th.  [>.  290. 
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his  l^rcat  wiadom,  this  prolato  had,  in  'JKO,  been  elected  by  tho 
Culuinbinns  both  of  Ireland  and  of  North  Britain,  chief  supe- 
rior of  all  their  monasteries;*  although,  according  to  their 
primitive  institute,  no  person  could  be  superior  of  that  body 
unless  II  simple  priest.  Tlio  incumbency  of  Dubdalethe  con- 
tinued thirty-two  years ;  ho  died  in  998,  and  was  succeeded  by 
MuRKCiiAM,  This  prelate,  having  governed  the  see  for  three 
years,  resigned  it  in  1001. t  He  has  been  considered  by  Colgan 
as  one  of  tho  lay  usurpers  of  the  primatial  chair.  This 
opinion,  liowever,  is  not  confirmed  by  the  authority  of  any 
sufficient  record ;  the  reasons,  moreover,  by  which  that  writer 
endeavours  to  support  it,  apiicar  altogether  unsatisfactory.  It 
is  im|K)»9iblo  to  identify  nil  these  eight  lavnien  who  styled 
themselves  archbishops  of  this  see,}  and  it  is  Mieved  that  their 
names  have  been  omitted  in  the  (Jashcl  catalogue.  The  con- 
secration of  Murechan  has  been  generally  admitted:  he  was 
succeeded  in  1001  by  Malhdhy,  the  son  of  Eocliad. 

TiiK  8ER  OF  Casiiki,  derives  its  foundation  from  tho  tenth 
century,  and  had  for  its  first  bishop  Cormac  MacCulinan,  in 
whom,  as  has  been  already  observed,  the  mitre  and  the  sceptre 
were  both '  unitcd.§  Before  tho  time  of  Cormac,  Cashel, 
although  the  residence  of  the  kings  of  Muiister,  had  been  sub- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction  of  tho  bishops  of  Kinly ;  but  it  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  an  archicpiscopal  see  in  the  council  of  Kells, 

;a.d.  1152.  Cormac  erected  a  cathedral  in  Cashel,  which,  ac- 
<,'prding  to  tho  annals  of  the  I'riory  of  the  Island  of  All  Saints, 

"Was  afterwards  rebuilt  and  consecrated  with  great  solemnity. 
This  records  of  the  see  are  very  im|)erfect  for  a  long  time  after 
the  death  of  Cormac.  lictween  that  prelate  and  the  council 
of  Kells,  comprehending  a  period  of  244  years,  tho  names  of 
only  four  of  its  bishops  arc  mentioned ;  while  their  acts,  as 
well  as  those  of  other  eminent  ecclesiastics,  have  been  com- 
pletely destroyed. 

The  foundation  of  tbe  seb  of  Rapboe  must,  in  all  proba- 
bility, be  dated  from  the  tenth  century;  yet  its  origin  remains 
involved  in  considerable  obscurity.  An  extensive  monastery 
had  been  founded  in  Uaphoe  by  St.  Columbkill,  and  according 
to  some  authorities,  the  church  of  this  establishment  was,  in 
after  times,  converted  into  a  cathedral  by  St.  Eunan,  who  is 
considered  to  have  been  its  first  bishop.  The  time,  however, 
in  which  St.  Eunan  fiourisbed  cannot  be4i8certained.{     It  is 

•  Tr.  Th.  p.  303.      t  Piulter  at  CashoL      ;  See  cent  li.      {  See  olup.  L 
U  D(K't4}r  Lantgan,  treating;  uf  Adamiuui  aa  abbot  (if  Itaphuc  in  tho  aeventh 
CL-ntury,  HecDiti  fi  thiiik  tliat  thin  diatiiiKiisliMl  father  uf  the  Iruh  Church  had 
been  the  Bame  lieraon  aa  the  St.  t^iaAii  iD^utiuned  by  tbe  writers.    .His  wonia 
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certoin  that  tliorc  liail  liccn  l>Ulii>|m  in  llii|ilioc  dnriiif;  tlio  tenth 
century.  Muliluin  Mac-Kinnfalaiil  wus  bishop  uf  that  diocese 
in  il'AO,'  anil  nftor  him  ncrurn  the  name  of  his  successor 
Acngus  llua  Ijipain,  whose  ileatli  is  ansifnied  to  957.  From 
that  period  until  the  incundH-ney  of  (Jiiljert  O'Caran  in  1172, 
even  tlio  niimcs  of  the  prelate!*  in  tins  sec  have  not  l>een  » 
recoriled,  owing,  very  prcmuhiy,  to  the  devjyitaliorir committed 
by  thu  Danish  lutt<Ier  Anlille,  psrlicuinrly  m  this  warlike  dis- 
trict of  Ulster. 

Of  ull  the  sees  in  Ireland,  that  of  Kerns  suflcrcd  most  from 
the  Danish  invasion,  during;  which  both  ehnrehcs  and  libraries 
had  been  indiscrindnatclr  conunitled  to  tlic  flames.  -  This  may 
account  for  the  silence  observed  by  all  our  annalists  relative 
to  the  ancient  suceeKsion  in  this  diocese.  It  Is  a  singular  fact, 
that  durin;!  the  lapse  of  three  hundred  ai\d  thirty-four  years, 
that  is,  l)etween  Killen,  who  was  bishop  of  Kerns  in  714,  anil  \ 
Durmit  Ilua-Hodachan,  who  wa.4  the  incumbent  in  1048,  there 
is  nientiiui  made  of  only  one  prelate  in  this  see,  which  had  for 
so  many  years  maintained  an  honorary  ])reecdencc  amoug  the 
bishoprics  of  I.einster.  In  Col^'au's  list  from  the  Four  Masters, 
Laid^iUMi  is  marked'  as  comorban  or  bishop  of  this  sec,  and  his 
death  is  assl;;neil  to  !).^H.|  Kerns  ilid  not  at  this  time  possess 
the  archiepiscu|>al  <li^nitv,  or  rather  preeedcney,  which  had 
been  conferred  on  it  in  tlie  days  of  St.  Aidan.  This  ecclesias- 
tical distinction  was  transferred  from  Kerns  to  KiMare  in  the 
befiinnin"^  of  the  ninth  century,  after  it  hu<l  been  enjoyed  by 
llie  former  for  more  than  two  hundred  years. 

The  history  of  the  monastic  foundations  presents  almost  a 
continued  series  of  sacrileije  oixi  destruction.  During  the 
course  of  this  century,  the  uncient  abbey  of  Cloinnacnois  was 
eleven  times  pillu);ed  by  the  Danes,  in  which  profanation  some 
of  the  Motuonians  had,  on  two  occasions,  assisted.^  The  work 
of  ruin  carried  on  in  the  foreguinj;  age   diil  not,    however. 


ftrc ;  "  I  Rtron^ly  flii<i|M.<;t  tlint  St-  Kiinitn.  who  i.t  llNimtly  c:dlci1  tlie  tiret  liiihop 
nf  ItaphiH^  WAS  iio  iiUiy  tliiri  Ailatiiiiiiii  ;  not  that  AdAiiiiiaii  w.-ifi  evpr  a 
biiihois  for  weru  he  ati.  he  couM  not  liavc  iK^coniu  altliot  uf  lly  ;  Itiit  tliat  he 
waa  tue  ancient  i»ntn>n  Kvint  of  that  placu  Iteforu  it  iKV.imu  an  epiHcojial  aeo. 
Ctil^h  never  uieiitumn  thlM  St  Kiiuati,  nor  coitlfl  Waw  evtT  (lif«ovcr  any 
aetMttiit  of  him.  I'he  tint  Ikinliop  of  lEaphtw  that  wi<  meet  Hith  v/wi  .Matihiin 
Ma^vKitinfaliiicl  who  4lit<<l  nlxnit  lUlt  'Dicku  oltttervntiona  are  not,  inilectl,  tiiif- 
tieieut  to  Mhow  that  .\iUmn.\n  luvi  IxH'n  citanueil  into  St.  Kiinan  ;  Init  it  in  a  very 
roniarltattle  einuinstanL-l;  tliat  tlio  feKtival  of  tlie  Miint  callitl  Kanan  is  ke|it  on 
the  2<tnl  of  Si'pb'iiilter.  Ntiw  thiH  wan  the  thiy  on  whiuh  Ailainnan  died,  and 
on  whicl)  hir*  nii-uiory  M'um  reventl  not  only  at  Uaplioe,  hitt  in  many  other 
churehe:*."  -  Vol.  iii.  p.  IK).  Taking  all  thestM-ircnniRtaiiueH  iiiUi  aeeonnt,  the 
(Hinjectu^  it  nniKt  \ie  admitted,  ia  Ixith  ingeuiond  and  plaiuiblc. 

•  Tr.  Th.  p.  "HI!! ;  \Var>',  hi«lio|M. 
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ili!irmirn)joiiomcrclicioii8t)cnofnctor»froniovincingtlii'lrre«pect 
towRnU  tills  vcnoraiilo  MtnhlUlimont.  In  tlie  yuar  901,  Han, 
kin)j  of  Moiitli,  and  tliu  iililmt  Colnian,  cnlnrjiea  the  diurchby 
tliu  ndilitiim  of  a  ftplcmlicl  cniM^lla,  (leai);nateil  tlio  temple  of 
the  kingn;  and  «"on  aftur,  Colman  creeled  tliu  prent  church,  in 
wliidi  tlio  |intr(in  aaitit  Hch  uiturred.*  To  this  century  id 
atisienod  tlic  foundation  nf  the  ahbuy  of  St.  Mary,  in  Dublin.f 

When  the  Dunes  of  I^eiustur  lud  been  initiated  with  the 
|ilunder  of  Clonmacnoi*,  they  iiauully  |>a9sed  through  Kildarc, 
and  on  all  those  necnsions  the  ancient  nioniistcry  of  that  town 
npiieani  to  have  been  marked  out  as  the  object  of  their  fury. 
Kildare,  during  the  tuiitb  century,  had  Iwon  eleven  times 
stormed  by  the  Danes,  and  these  invaders,  after  having  de- 
stroyed the  town  and  the  churches,  carried  away  many  of  the 
inhabitants  as  captives,  together  with  the  whole  of  their  most 
valuable  etiects.  The  depredations  committed  in  'J6i!  o\cn 
surpassed  any  of  those  which  this  ancient  place  had  as  yet 
witnessed :  the  town  was  consumed,  the  inhabitants  were  put 
to  the  sword,  anil  a  great  number  of  ecclesiastics  were  cither  put 
to  death  or  made  captive.t 

While  these  scenes  of  terror  had  been  repeated  in  the  pro- 
vince of  I.einster,  the  religious  foundations  of  the  south  were 
not  exempt  from  their  share  of  the  national  calamity.  The 
abbey  of  Cork  had  been  plundered  and  consumed  three  times 
in  one  year;  while  the  monastery  and  schools  of  Lismoro  pre- 
sented the  appearance  of  a  place  alnndoncd  by  man  and  given 
lip  to  desolation. §  <    '  .        , 

The  ninth  and  tenth  centuries  form  one  dismal  night  of  per- 
secution, in  which  Iheiiiimastic  foundations princi|)ally  sufl'ered. 
The  eleventh  century,  liowever,  [Ireseuts  a  brighter  prospect; 
while  in  subsequent  times,  new  orders  were  established,  and 
religious  retreats  were  seen  rising  up  and  flourishing  in  every 
district  throughout  the  country. 

•  AA.  .SS  11.  407.    r  Se«  oriit.  jtii.  c  ii.     t  Tr.  Tli  p  649.    $  Four  ilMltn. 
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'    CHAITKIl  III. 

Kvligioiii  ftml  Literary  t  'hnmct'tni  i>f  the  Toath  Onttiry— 
'       (iciiunil  UbiwrVAtioiyi. 

Thk  Church  of  Irc)niid,  even  aniiiUt  tho  tcrron  of  ihcw;  tiinoa, 
lia>l  l>y  no  niciin.«  hvoii  ili'liciuiit  in  luarnud  and  saintly  men. 
Aniiin):  tlicac  may  lie  nolicvd: 

St.  Anatdi.iiib,  the  |intr(in  saint  of  tho  chief  collogiato 
church  of  Salins,  in  ihi'  dioii'se  of  l!c'siini;iin.  This  n|><Mt<ih'c 
man  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  in  tlie  commencement  of 
this  century  emifirated  to  the  continent.*  Anatolins  luul  lieen 
a  hisho|>  hefiir<>  he  de|>arted  from  his  own  country ;  hut  it  does 
not  appear  that  ho  was  attacheil  to  any  sec.  Having  travelled 
to  Itonie,  he  continued  for  sonio  years  in  that  city,  where  his 
extensive  ac(|Uiiinlanco  with  the  Scriptures  and  the  I'atlicrs 
soon  hniu^ht  him  into  notice,  and  he  was  appciinted  to  deliver 
lectures  in  sonio  of  the  princigial  schooU.  liein^,  Imwever, 
deaircms  of  leading;  a  retired  life,  Anatolius  left  that  city  and 
travelled  into  France.  Durin;;  his  stay  in  liur^^undy,  his 
labours  in  pj'cachin);  tho  (iospel  were  incessant;  and  after 
havin);  traversed  the  greater  |iart  of  thi'se  extensive  ilistricts, 
ho  at  length  arrived  at  the  city  of  Salins,  in  tho  diocese  of 
Ik'saiifon  t  At  a  small  distance  from  the  city,  and  at  the 
foot  of  a  dreary  mountain,  stood  an  oratory  deilicateit  to  St. 
Sym|ihori:in,  martyr  of  Aiitun.  Thiiher  Anatolius  repaired, 
and  knowing  it  to  lie  a  place  which  Providence  had  marked 
out  for  his  retreat,  he  prayed  for  a  lime  in  the  oratory,  and 
determined  on  ti.\iiig  his  ahode  in  a  sciiuestcred  hermitage. 
Here  this  penitential  anchoret  soon  after  closed  his  mortal 
career,  hut  not  until  his  sanctity  hail  heen  recognized  by  thu 
faithful  in  Salins  and  the  surrounding  country.  Several 
churches  in  that  diocese  have  heen  dedicated  to  his  name,  and 
|>ai;ticularly  one  of  the  four  parish  churches  of  the  citv  of 
8al!ns,  situated  on  the  mountain,  at  the  south  siilu  of  which  is 
tho  hermitage  of  St.  Anatolius.  The  body  of  the  saint  was, 
in  the  eleventh  century,  removed  to  the  principal  church  of 
Salins,  while  in  liiS  Nicludas,  hishoiiof  Itesaii^on,  had  it  placed 
in  a  silver  shrine  and  deposited  in  the  sam<!  church. 

St.  Maimuoous,  another  Irish  ecclesiastic,  retireil  from  liil 
native  country  early  in  the. tenth  century, and  tni veiled  through 

•  BlllUuJu^  Vit.  t  I'olgaii,  at  3rd  Feb.     ■ 
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mntiy  parts  of  tlie  contiiioiit,  for  tlie  pur|>o8o  of  I'rcRchlng  the 
(icw|K'l.*  Illii  liilxiiirH  liiul  Ih'cii  |mrliciiliirlv  ilircctL-il  to  tho 
nnrtliern  iliHlriiln  nl'  Itiily  iiml  (iiiiil,  and  linvin);  nt  loii);tli 
arrived  in  lliir;,'uiidy,  lio  was  liospitably  I'litvrtaiiR'il  liy  a  pioui 
nolilciimn,  who  pressed  liim  eunicatly  to  tukv  up  liii  al>nde  in 
that  territory.  iMiiimhodus,  however,  coiiceivin);  that  his 
w-rvices  niif;ht  he  mure  neeessnry  in  other  phic^s.  proceeiled  on 
his  journey,  and  slop|KMl  nt  thu  small  vilhi;;u  of  Doinnipetra, 
cifjlit  mill*  from  Hesiun'on.  On  his  deiwrture,  from  this  place, 
unci  at  a  »ni:ill  ilislaneo  from  the  villafie,  he  was  met  by 
roljhera,  wlio,  liein^'disappointeil  in  their  expectation  of  gettinj; 
money,  wonnded  him  in  such  u  manner  that  hu  died  on  tim 
spot.  The  hody  of  the  splint  was  liuricd  by  tlia  faithful  in  the 
elinrch  of  St.  I'eler  in  that  villn;;e,  hut  was  afterwards  trans- 
lateil  with  ^reat  solenniity  to  Montlielliard,  by  or<ler  of  Ileren- 
^arius,  bishop  of  liesancon.  The  same  prelate  decreed  that 
the  memory  of  St.  Abinnbodus  sliouhl  be  celebrated  in  thu 
diocese  of  llisuin'on  on  the  illrd  of  January,  the  anniversary 
of  his  death. 

The  learned  and  saintly  Dunchad  OTIraoin  flourished  about 
the  mid<lle  of  tlic  tentli  centui;  f  This  saint  was  of  tho 
illustrious  family  of  the  Nialls,  and  was  born  in  a  district  of 
the  county  of  Westmeatli  now  called  Ihc  barony  of  Urnwn^. 
At  an  early  age  he  repaired  to  the  nu)na»terv  of  Clonmocnois, 
where  he  embraceil  tlio  monastic  state,  and  ma<lo  preat  pro- 
gress in  learning  and  piety,  Unncha<l  gave  lectures  on  tho 
sacred  Scriptures  in  tlii^  schools  of  that  establishment,  and  was 
considered  the  most  eminent  among  the  divines  of  the  Irish 
Church  in  this  century.  The  applause  which  his  learning  had 
now  elicited  became  so  great,  that  Dunchad  fonned  the  deter- 
mination of  retiring  for  ever  from  public  life.  For  this 
imrpose  he  withdrew  to  a  desert  place  in  the  mountains  of 
ily  O'Carol,  where  he  shut  himself  up  and  live<l  as  an  anchoret 
for  many  years.  On  the  death,  however,  of  Tuathal,  who  had 
been  both  abbot  and  bishop  of  Clonmacnois,  in  <J6'J,  Dunchad 
■  was  uniinimnusly  elccteil  to  succeed  him  in  the  abbacy,  and 
having  been  brought  from  his  retreat,  was  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  undertake  the  government  of  it.  His  love  for 
retirement  would  not  allow  him  to  remain  long  in  t}\\fi  exalted 
situatiim.  lie  accordingly  resolved  to  withdraw  to  some  dis- 
tant part  of  Ireland,  where  he  should  be  altogether  secluded 
from  tho  intercourse  of  man.  In  the  year  U74,  Dunchad 
removed  to  Armagh,  in  which  place  he  expected  to  live  retired : 

•  OAgut,  »i  23rd  Jan.  t  U-  •«  lOtll  Jan. 
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in  tliln,  liBwcvcr,  lie  wn»  ili«np|fiiMto<i ;  liid  roputatlori  for  learn- 
ing; niid  liolhipsH  win  soon  Hpread  tliioiiffliiiiit  tlmt  ni'i;;liboiir- 
IkhkI,  all')  so  frrcnt  was  tlii^  ri'S|K'ot  wliicli  \sm  \ia'ul  tu  liini  thai 
lie  at  li'iigtii  nmolvvii  uii  Iciivin^'  it.  An  minii  a-i  IiIm  lii'teriiii- 
iiiitiiin  liail  Ih'pii  iiiudo  kiiunii  to  tliu  inlmliituiits,  u  (lt'|>utiitii>ii, 
coimiHtinK  of  miiiio  of  tliu  principal  ix-niiiiiB  of  that  country, 
waiteil  iin  the  saint  nnil  ri'qiiesteil  tli'at  lie  wniilil  »tiiy  with 
tliuin  for  one  year  Uin);er,  to  wliioli  Uunrliad  with  reliietancc 
complied.  He  iit  uaiil  to  have  wrought  many  niirailes,  and 
■nuiM);  others,  to  have  restored  to  life  tlio  infant  child  of  a 
widow.  'ri;;eriiucli,  author  of  tliu  annals  of  Cloninacnois,  Miys 
that  Duneliad  was  the  last  of  the  I  risT^  saint.s,  up  to  his  time, 
throu);li  whose  intercession  God  restored  a  dead  person  to  life. 
A  year  linring  elapsed,  the  saint  was  pieiuiriii);  to  depart,  wlion 
a  similar  request  was  niaile  by  the  iieople  of  Arinauh;  and  it 
was  re|>outed  year  after  year,  uiili!  at  lenjjth  ho  (tied  in  Ilia 
herinita;;u  on  the  liith  of  January,  a.d  !IH7.* 

1'hobdh  or  CoRNAciiAiR,  author  of  the  life  of  St.  Patrick, 
flourished  in  the  tenth  century.  This  eminent  man  had  been 
chief  lecturer  in  the  schools  of  Slane  at  the  time  of  the  ^reat 
coiifla^'ration  in  tl4'.K  In  that  year  the  town  of  ISIane  had  been 
stormed  by  the  Danes ;  while  IVobus  with  many  others  lied  for 
shelter  into  the  bolfry  of  the  church,  when  they^were  consigned 
to  tile  flaines.t  The  life  of  St.  Patrick  written  by  Probus 
consists  of  two  books,  and  is  admired  as  one  of  the  most 
circumstantial  ami  correct  reconls  which  tho  jpiely  of 
ancient  times  has  handed  down  to  us  on  that  inteivsting 
subject. 

The  tenth  century  produced,  likewise,  a  great  number  of 
scribes  and  chronographers,  who  taught  in  the  ilitl'erent  schools 
of  the  provinces,  but  of  whose  acts  no  satisfactory  narrative 
appears  to  have  been  transmitted.  In  this  catalogue,  the  name 
of  Kinetli,  scribe  and  professor  of  Uerry,  is  honouriJJ* 
recorded;  and  of  Pauliniis, chief  scribe  of  Leth-cuin,  to  wIMT' 
probus  ad<lresscd  bis  life  of  St.  Patrick.  Amoii^  other  emi- 
nent men  noticed  in  this  catalogue,  we  findt^olinan,  lecturer 
in  the  schools  ol'Kildare;  Plan,  professor  in  Drumclllli.*  and  a 
celebrated  Irish  chronograplier;  Cronniail,  lecturer  in  Tallaglit ; 
Mac-Siedul,  lecturer  in  llangor;  iMac-Peredacli,  lecturer  in 
(^lastiedcrmot i  U'Flanagan,  scribe  of  Armagh;  O'liuactain, 
of  Kells ;  0<lran,  of  Clonmacnois ;  and  a  host  of  others,  whose 
solitary  names  have  been  recorilcil  ill  our  annals,  and  are 
occasionally  acconi|>anied  l>y  some  distinctive  term,  serving  to 
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inilicnle  tliu  ccclusiaKtioil  clijfiijty  wliicli  the  indiridiml  enjuyeil, 
or  tlio  ili-parlini'iit  nf  literutiiir  iii  wliiili  ho-«xci'llcd. 

The  i'<'cli'«iaitii'ul,  as  well  us  lli«  luiliticiil,  liiatorv  of  Ireland 
during  tlic  teiitli  coiiturv,  njipcHrs  to  form  one  iiniiitorru]ited 
terieii  of  Ixitli  |irivate  iiiid  iiutioiial  calarnitieri.  The  invuMiona 
nfthe  DiinoH,  mid  th«  iinprve'edeiited  aceiu's  by  which  they  had 
been  accniiipanied  might,  no  lioiiht,  Ims  aceoUnted  hh  ho  many 
teni|H>ral  vixitatioiiH.  The  waya  of  Heaven  are,  however, 
iiiysleriouH;  I'rovideiieo  has  its  own  firand  object  in  view; 
and  that  object  it  will  attain  bv  instruments  ainiplu  and  ordi- 
nary, and  even  without  man  beini;  conseio^ua  of  the  work, 
whieli,  by  the  illspeniuitiona  of  Heaven,  ho  ia  destined  to 
aeeinnplish.  When  the  (ioths  and  Vanilals  in  the  Kfth  cen- 
tury eamo  down  from  Iheir  forenis,  and  broke  through  the 
barriers  of  the  Konian  cuimre,  and  at  len^'th  became  niastera 
of  the  Capiliil,  the  rt'Sidf  was.  that  altlioujih  much  public 
and  private  calamity  had  been  Viccasioneil,  yet  all  terminated 
in  one  solendid  event — in  the  conversion  of  n  people  who, 
(rom  their  localities,  habits,  and  otlier  circumstances,  cciuhl 
not  lie  easily  approached  by  miasionarica,  and  most  likely 
wonid  not  in  any  other  way  have  been  visited  by  the  ligJit  of 
the  (riis|)el.  With  respect  to  the  Danes  in  the  tenth  century, 
the  case  ^siMMn.\  to  be  of  a  parallel  deseripliou.  We  have  at 
this  |>eriof|  the  Si^andinavians  dis|>crsed  over  a  frozen  and  an 
nbnost  iinpeneiralile  re);ion — men  uiiacqnainled  with  civilized 
life,  lockint  lait,  as  it  were,  from  the  rest  of  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, and  j;iven  up  to  the  mere  impulse  of  ilestitute  fallen 
nature.  Conversion  with  respect  to  slieh  a  [wople  almoat  seta 
what  may  be  called  ordinary  j>ower  at  defiance.  It  were,  in- 
deed, less  dilficnlt  for  the  Ciiristians  of  earlier  limes  to  con- 
vert the  (iotli  ami  the  Vandal;  and  whatever  might  have 
been  the  occasional  intercourse  between  the  rude  inhabitanta 
of  the  German  tnre.sts,  and  their  really  civilizeil  and  polished 
neighbours  in  the  south,  no  such  argument  holds  good  for 
the  poor  Norwegian  i>f  the  tenth  ci'iitury,  seeking  for  a  sub- 
aisteni'e  on  an  almost  frozen  ocean,  or  the  Seatidinavian  whom 
necessity  vompelleil  to  abandon  his  trackless  forest  Bn<l  join 
his  Nonvegiiin  a.ssociato  in  the  work  of  cnterprizo.  Their 
<diject  ^lad  been,  no  doubt,  a  worhlly  one;  but  they  were 
brought  from  their  deserts  by  the  unsearcliablo  waya  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  for  the  inirpoae  of  having  the  im|iortant  truths 
of  revelation  conveyeil  to  their  minds.  The  iusiriimenta  by 
which  the  (iospel  was  established  have  been  various  and 
wonderful;  and  the  light  of  Chrialianily  has  been  diffused, 
not  only  by  niissionera  visiting  the  hind  of  the  infidel,  but  by 
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I'roviik'ru'e  ilaulf  Ipailiiif;  tliu  very  jiifKlvl  iiltn  tliocounlrv  and 
into  tho  suiu'tuarv  wlu-re  liis  i:i>iiv«r»ioii  will  Ijo  inevit«l>lv 
etriM'tccl.  Now,  lliis  uiipi'iirH  .to  liin-e  hcmi  tlio  very  cime  witli 
tlic'l)iinc9.  This  iinsettluil  anil  pirnticnl  [it-oplo,  Hltlinn);!li 
frv<|iitMillvro|iiil!t«<l,  Imil  nt  l«n);th  uninvil  n  fontiiif;  in  Ireiiiml. 
Thi^y  built  towns  mid  cities,  formed  liatits  of  intimacy  witli  the 
natives,  and  in  prow'ssof  time  became  masters  of  many  of  the 
lirinciiial  maritime  districts  of  tho  country.  In  the  meantime 
tho  Cnristian  (iosjiel,  which  sometimes  makes  its  way  imper- 
ceptibly, but  at  ien;;tli  brilliantly,  soon  beamed  on  these 
beni);hted  pe(>|ilo.  'I'lie'  Danes  were  converted,  and  liecaTiio 
the  founders  of  somo  of  the  mot  excellent  and  magnificent 
institutions  in  the  country. 

TUo  state  of  literature  in  the  tenth  rentury  is  another  sub- 
ject, which  nii^ht  well  chillenKO  our  consideration;  and  ill 
this  respect  Irelaml  forms  a  singularly  remarkable  contrast 
with  many  of  the  other  nations  of  Kuro|H>.  From  the  maniiof 
in  which  tho  ^in^doms  of  tho  continent  had  |^'en  so  \ong 
convuhed,  we  may  be  allowed  to  suppose  that  literary  pursuits 
had  been  alnio.st  abandoned.  In  this  a^'e,  however,  many 
successful  elTorts  had  been  made  by  statesmen  and  princes,  nnd 
especially  by  the  emperor  Otho,  to  repair  tho  moral  rujn  which 
the  events  of  bygone  days  had  occasioned.  For  this  reason  it 
was  that  Fin^en,  Uuncan,  and  other  Irishmen  had  been  so 
peculiarly  ]uitronized  at  Khcims,  Mctz,  Verdun,  and  alonj;  tho 
territories  of  FrWlce  and  Germany.  I^aniinj;  had  been 
revived  by  Irishmen  in  the  imperial  city  of  C'ol(i<;ne;  they 
tuucht  the  classics  and  the  sciences  in  the  extensive  diocese 
or  I'oul ;  they  eslablislwd  schools  along  tho  Kliine,  in  the 
Netherlands,  Switzerland,  and  the  northern  districts  of  Italy; 
in  short,  the  Irish  ecclesiastics  of  the  tenth  and  iirecedin^ 
centuries  were  the  persons  by  whose  means  the  reign  of  lite- 
rature had  Ureii  establLshed  in  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
cities  and  provinces  of  Europe.  If  to  these  facts  may  be 
added  the  schools  which  fcad  been  formed  by  Irishmen  in 
Glastonbury  and  other  places,  we  must  be  fairly  allowed  to 
infer  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  Danish  wars,  the  cultiva- 
tion of  letters  had  been  encouraged  and  admirably  upheld  in 
this  country.  -. 


IXKVKXTH    CENTURY. 


CHAITEU  I. 


-The 


DiiMiii  Kovcmtnl  liy  Ik  llihlin|»—(  Infill  anil  antiiiiiity  uf  tlivNoouf  Diibtin 
iiiv«itik:at««l— Tlio  Arcli)iUlin|Ni  of  ( 'anU>r1>iiry  nuver  Mijnywl  jurifulictioil 
ovur  Uiu  Irish  <'ltun'li--Li'tt4ini of  l^nnrrauo  —  lMU<r  of  ]m»|iu  (iivuory  VII — 
lrii>)i  t'flUbliHhuienU  at  lUtiibou — Utatu  uf  Imh  literature  in  tb«  uleveaUi 
century. 

'I'liB  very  ciiiisi'S  wliicli  iirf^?il  the  Danes  to  nljniiilnii  tlie 
ri'^iuim  uf  the  nunli,  anil  set  out  in  quviit  of  new  and  more  , 
ailviint:]geuu»  acttlunients,  may,  with  probalnlity,  be  num- 
liei>;il  anion)!  those  ordinary  means  employed  by  I'rovidcnco 
in  cD'cctini;  the  total  cunvirniun  of  that  |>eo|ile.  It  liaa  been 
already  notieed  that  the  Danes  of  Dublin  had,  in  the  tenth 
century,  endmiced  the  faith ;  their  countrymen,  however,  who 
hud  Bettled  in  Wuterford,  Cork,  Limerick,  and  other  places, 
were  still  ubatinute  jiagans;  nor  doi-a  it  appear  that  they  liuj 
generally  endiraced  the  (lospel,  lentil  by  being  humbled,  the 
season  fur  cool  reflection  arrived,  and  tlie  feixicity  of  the 
warrior  thuit  gave  way  to  the  meekness  ami  inure  kindly 
feeling!"  of  the  Christian  convert.  From  the  year  'J7(i,  when 
llrian  lloroindie  nneceeded  his  brother  Mahoii  on  the  throne  uf 
Mnnster,  the  Danish  power  had  been  generally  unsuccessful  in 
the  lield ;  oilo  defeat  was  lullowed  by  another  still  more  ilis- 
astruns,  until  nt  length  the  fatid  blow  was  struck  and  their 
overthrow  accoinplisheil  by  the  auna  renowned  warrior,  in  the 
inonioruble  battle  of  Cluntarf,  a.d.  1014. 

From  this  period  the  Danes  ceased  to  be  formidable,  and  , 
apix>ar  tu  have  been  exclu»ively  limited  to  the  few  maritime 
towns  of  which  they  hap|>ened  at  the  time  to  have  po8.session 
It  is  at  such  a  sea.sun,  and  under  such  circumstances,  that  men 
generally  feel  inclined  to  turn  their  thoughts  to  the  more 
serious  truths  of  religion.  For  this'  reason  wo  find  that  these 
Northmen,  in  Limerick,  WaterforH,  and  other  towns,  iK'gaii 
rapidly  to  abandon  paganism ;  so  that  before  the  middle  of 
this  ceiiturv,  the  Daiilsli  |il>uple  throughout  Ireland  had  ciii- 
biaced  (Jhfistiaiiity. 

The  Danes  of  Dublin,  although  cunvprted  to  the  Christian 
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fiiith  in  tlio  tenth  i-i'iitiiry,  were,  nevrrthclcss,  without  ■ 
bluhop.  Whon,  hiiwcvor,  Untg:  their  kinj;  hiiil  ri'luniud  from  a 
)>ilgriiiiaf;u  which  hu  hud  tJiiilcrtitkcn,  ho  uai'il  ull  his  inHucnco 
U>  huvu  tho  Uuniiili  town  nf  Uuhhii  uriTtcil  intu  a  loo. 
Acc<irclin)!ly  Donatna,  or  more  iiroiivrly  Dunan,  wai,  in  1040, 
cunnvcrotcil  itii  hrst  liishop* 

Thit  Htntuincnt,  aUhoiigh  n  wry  gcnrral  one,  and  renting  on 
the  hcHt  authority,  hua  ni'virthcdoiw  been  cjui'iilioned.  For  the 
purjioiiu  of  giving;  tho  sou  of  Dublin  a  chiim  to  liigher  anti- 
quity, »>nio  writurs  huvo  hiiil  rocoiirso  to  thu  |>orio(l  in  which 
St.  Kuniohl  flourishi'd ;  uiuintainin^,  ut  the  Bunio  time,  that 
tliiii  prelate  liad  been  tho  regularly  constituteil  ordinary  of 
that  nee,  and  as  such  had  attended  to  ita  administration  for 
some  years  antecedent  to  his  misitinnarv  laliours  on  the  con- 
tinent. Should  this  doctrine  be  satisfactorily  established,  it 
will  f(dlo\v  that  Dublin  Imd  been  on  episcopal  see  in  the  year 
7G(),  anil  that  conse<|uently,  as  far  as  antiquity  may  bo  in 
quenlion,  it  has  );»lned  an  accession  of  ucurly  three  liundred 
yearn.  Hence  arises  tho  necessity  of  examining  the  autliori- 
ties  on  which  this  opinion  is  made  to  rett,  and  of  contrasling 
them  witli  the  documents  produced  by  those  who  insist  that 
the  see  of  Dublin  dates  its  origin  from  the  year  lUlO.  Those 
writers  who  maintain  that  St.  Kumoid  had  been  bishop  of 
Dublin  a.s  an  episcopal  see,  ^Tounil  their  doctrine  princi|>ally 
on  the  riilloning authorities:  tiist, on  the  llolgian  iNlartyrolo^'y ; 
secondly,  on  the  Carthusian  Murtyrolo/»y,  edited  at  t,"olii){ne ; 
tliii-dly,ontlie  testimony  of  the  synod  of  Mrehlin,  hehl  in  1570; 
fourthly,  on  the  Chronicle  of  the  llenedictinc  Order;  and 
fifthly,  on  the  Acts  of  St.  Itumold,  ti-anslutcd  from  the  lielgiun 
by  Joaimes  Domynsius,  in  the  eleventli  century.  The  Helgian 
Martyrolojry,  treating  of  St.  Uumohl,  has  tin  so  words  :t  "  St. 
Uuniolil,  archbishop  iind  martyr,  havina  reliii<|ui<.hed  his 
I'ountry,  his  parents,  his  nobility,  and  nis  archlUfhopric  of 
Ihililiii,  came  to  Uomo  fr<im  that  jiartof  •Scvliti  which  is  called- 
Ireland  (Ilibernia),  and  after  having  received  the  benediction 
of  thepontitr,  he,  according  to  the  apparition  of  an  ungel,  caiiie 
to  that  place  wliero  the  river  Scald  diseinlmgiies  itself  into  tliu 
sea;  that  is,  he  came  to  Mechlin,  where  ho  plaiiteiltKe  rudi- 
ments of  tho  faith  in  aueb  a  manner,  that  hf>'Ht  deservedly 

•  ITwlirr.  Nut  ad  Kn.  'A  Svl 

t  "  Maiictiis  HuinultluM,  an:liu;}itfictijmii  et  niaityr.  ox  cji  |>Arte  Hcntim  qiuii 
HiU'niiA  ilk-itiir,  itiaurtiji.'lKttnK.  |tAi(!uUl>iu.  uoliilitatu  et  an'ha')iiBco|iatti 
IMit)liiiii'n>.i.  ItiiuiACrfiviU  «'t  itiiti'  tinliitA  riiVititiciH  bvntMlivtionc,  jiutaoiigdi 
nm>nntJ'<iu'llt'iM>  (itirvenit,  uiti  .ScaIiIii  Hiiviiih  in  itiArv  if  uxoaenit .  .  .  hoc  out, 
'a4|  Mivtiliiitnm,  ti1>i  uc  liJei  rmlimiMita  [tUutavit,  ut  niuritu  MwhUiueiuiuoi 
a|HMluliia  liaW'atur.'' 
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arcciiintod  tlio  a|Mmtlu  i>f  the  Mcolillniann,"  The  woriU  of  Iho 
('iirtliu«inn  Murtynilojjy  are:*  "Tim  ft'»tiv»l  of  St.  Itiiiiiold, 
liisliDii  and  iniirtyr,  s»n  of  tliu  kiii)(  of  Irelniy),  iiml  ivMiiilwp  of 
Ihilflin"  To  tlii'si'  nutliori'tii's  is  nililnil'  tlio  followinjj  ordi- 
iiuni'u  of  tliu  svnml  of  Mechlin  :t  ".-Wlieri'iis,  St.  Uiiiiiold, 
urclil'i'hoiX  mid  iiiiirtyr,  is  the  |>i\truM  of  the  inetrn|Hilitan 
church  of  Mecdiliii,  mid  is,  theijul'ore,  iluscrvedly  to  Iw  vene- 
rated thrnn^hout  the  whole  l)r<^'vince;  the  aviiod  ordains  that 
on  tlio  first  of  July,  the  ilw'ou  wdiiidi  hu  autTered  inHrtyrdoin, 
Ilia  festival  Iw  celebraUxi'in  lliOHn'  mid  tlirouffhout  the  entire 
diocese  as  n  douj;J«i',' i"  the  smiKs  manner  as  a  feast  of  nine 
lessons.  Tlio,.Kencdi('tine  Chronicle,  in  recording;  the  events 
of  tlieve:]|pT7.'i, su|>|ilies  an  evidence  of  a  similar  descri|ition.{ 
"This.jipttr  the  most  IimIv  Itninuld  lias  coiLsecratcd  by  his  inar- 
ty!;d^ni,  who,  (hMceiided  of  a  iiolile  family  in  Ireland,  after 
.ItAviii^  resi^Iiied  the  iirchiephrit/ml  tee  uf  UiMiu,  rejiaired  first 
to  Gieat  llrituin  and  liel^iuni,  and  from  thence  to  Koine,  the 
citadel  of  reli);<oi>."  In  sliorl,  llie  Acts  of  St.  Kiiuudil,  as 
delivered  liy  Uomynsius,  alli>rd  the  same  testimony ;  represent- 
in;;  the  martyr,  not  only  as  a  hisliop,  hut,  moreover,  as 
iirchbishop  of  the  diocese  of  Dublin. U 

llttvini;  thus  presented  n  fair  statement  of  the  ^^oiinds  on 
which  the  advocates  for  the  antii|iiity  of  the  see  of  Uubliii 
underl:iko  to  establish  their  opinion,  it  now  becomes  necessary 
to  idiice  before  the  re^idur  the  arguments  of  those  who  insist 
that  the  see  of  Dublin  had  been  founded  under  Sitric,  in  the 
year  1040.  In  coiilirination  of  tin*  fact,  tlicsu  writers  refer 
to  the  best  of  all  |)ossiljle  authorities,  namely,  to  the  ancient 
records  of  the  see  itself.  In  the  lllack  Itook  (Liber  Aiijer) 
of  Christ  Church,  in  Dublin,  is  to  be  seen  a  recorded  docu- 
ment   in    these    words:    *' Sitricus,    king  of    Dublin,  son   liT 

*  "  Ft'stiim  .Siiiicti  HntiKildi,  e)iiscui)i  et  mMtym,  llUi  regis  HilMrDUu  et| 
ftn;)ii('|iincti|)i  lltilitiniuUHiK."  . 

t  "IJiKmiani  Sftiictmt  Hiiniolilus,  arcliii>iii>«^opu»  et  mart>T,  patr(niii*t  S« 
W-'ult-Rin'  metni]H)litAiui!  Mti-hlinienaiii,  i<lf<H|iiu  (ht  ttitam  itrovinciiim  Mti-V 
litiiriiM.m  nii>ntt>  ventTatiii*.  itntiDBt  AyniMliiH,  iit  prinio -Iiilit.  i|iio  iimrtyriuin 
Hultiit,  |«r  i-ivitAti'ln  et  ttitJUil  iluecesein  tatiniiiiiin  t[i)(ilex  ad  instar  ftnti  iiuvom 
leetiiiiium  cf.luljrotiir." 

t  Ths  t«nii  "  archt>i!4ho!i,"  as  fnund  in  tliia  |ias<viKo,  aigiiitie*  tlint  Ht 
numolil  wa«,  ill  tht<  luimUof  the  fntin^rH  nf  tlie  Hyiitid,  arellliiMlinji  of  Dutilia. 
It  uuiilil  not  n>fer  t>  the  are>iii.|tiMi'o])al  rti-t-  of  Mechlin,  which  hail  not  lietm 
raixed  to  a  nietri>l>olit.in  rank  until  tlie  year  I.Vill,  or  nearly  ei^ht  oeuturiea 
after  titeileatli  of  uie  Haint. 

it  "  Anauin  hiuic  niartyrio  mio  Saiioti4t.iiiiiit  ttimioldiii  eonsecravit  Qui  in 
Hiiiernia  nohili  Mt^.inniAto  iiatti*,  nUlieato  art:hieliijcu{iatu  Dubiiuicifiiii, 
llritaiiniam  ina^nam  |irinuiin  Helj(iiiiui)iie  [letivit  et  iutle  r«ti>poiiis  arouin, 
lioni,iiii."— Chron.  Iteiiiil.  »|).  .-Xth.  Ye|>n>a.  toin.  iit. 

I  \'ide  Acta  Knuioldi,  aji.  II.  Vanltemii. 
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Alili'li  (Aniaf ),  earl  of  Dublin,  ^iivc  tn  the  Holy  Trinity,  and 
lu  Dniitttiis, /ir«(  liiihop  of  Ihihlin,  »  pUi'v  where  the  arches 
or  vmillK  wciro  fciuri<lecl,  to  Imild  thoroini  tlm  church  of  thu 
Holy  Trinity  (now  Ohrint  t'liurch),  together  with  thu  fullow- 
iiiK  lands:  vit,  IWaMiiIrk,  Kechi'n,  I'ltrtriiluTii,  with  their 
fillaina,  cuttle  unil  corn.  He  iilsu  contriliuteil  pild  and  silver 
enough,  wherewith  to  Imild  the  church  ami  the  whole  court 
thereof."  Tliit  doiunient,  nncient  nnd  coiisititent  as  it  is,  sup- 
plies us  with  an  authority  which  cannot  bo  questioned  ;  hence 
It  lius  been  followed  by  Ware,  Usslier,  and  in  fact  by  all  our 
most  approved  uuliouarijins.  With  r<>spect  to  the  Ilelgian  and 
('urthusiuu  niartyridonius  iMready  iwiticed,  it  may  be  pro|ier  to 
oUerve,  that  we  know  not  the  (leriod  in  which  they  had  been 
written,  or  who  luiil  lieeu  their  compilers,  and  above  all,  wo  are 
totidly  unacijuuinted  with  the  sources  from  which  these  coui- 
pilors  had  drawn  their  information.  These  raartyrolojjies  had, 
in  all  probability,  been  composed  in  lliu  si.xteentli  century, 
and  the  authors  of  them  might  have  been  uiisinroi'iiied; 
there  is,  moreover, — an  important  expression  contained  in 
every  one  of  these  docuineuts  which  cannot,  with  any  pro- 
priety, be  ixiHscd  by  nnimticed, — an  expression  amounting  to 
a  glaring  inaccuracy,  ami  in  itself  suflicicnt  to  U)isct  the 
credibility  of  any  evidence.  In  all  of  them,  be  it  remarked, 
St.  Uiiniolil  is  represented  not  only  as  bishop,  but  even  as 
archbishop  of  Dublin.  Now  it  is  beyond  all  controversy  that 
the  see  of  Dublin  hail  not  been  raised  to  an  arcliiepiscopul  rank 
until  the  twelfth  ceiitiu'y  (1152),  at  which  time  Cardinal 
I'uparo  arrived  in  this  country,  ami  distributeil  the  pal  bums  at 
the  council  of  Ivells.*  When  absurdities  of  this  description 
are  found  niLxeil  up  with  an  imporUint  public  document,  what 
value  can  be  possibly  set  upon  it?  the  statement,  so  far  as 
reg:n'ds  the  rank  of  the  individual,  must  in  the  jiidgnieut  of 
every  impartial  crilic  stand  rejected. 

Donatiis,  as  has  licen  noticed,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  the 
see  of  Dublin :  that  be  was  an  Irishman,  and  that  he  had  been 
consecrated  in  Ireland,  are  facts  which  cannot  upon  any 
grounds  be  ilisputed.f  lie  governed  the  see  until  1074,  in 
which  year  he  die<l,  and  was  buried  in  bis  own  catheilral  of 
the  Holy  Trinity,  at  the  right  hand  side  of  the  hiiih  altar. 

The  consecration  of  Donatus  forms  an  event  by  mean^of 

which  we  are  enabled  to  trace  the  origin  of  the  sec  of  Dublin; 

while  the  incnmlieiicy  of  his  successor,  leads  us  to  subjects  of  a 

more  general  extent,  and  in  some  resiKJCta  interwoven  with  the 

I 

*  Hoc  cent  xii.  i'lu{».  i.  f  ^«6  uliaii.  il 
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cliariiclcr  of  the  Cliurcli  of  Iruliiiiil  nt  tliia  |)<>riotl.  On  tliu 
ilimtli  of  Duiwtus,  thu  eluruv  Ami  |H'o|ilti  of  Dulilin  kIucicmI  hii 
Iriiiliiiiiiii  iiiiiiiimI  I'litrick  lii«  miccuiHor.*  Williitni  thu  Con- 
iiiicror  liiiil  now  Ikuii  soatol  on  thu  thrunu  of  I'^ij^lniiil :  nml 
Lanfiiini-,  who  hiiil  voinu  over  with  tho  Nornmii»,  wiu  urcli- 
1>i«ho|i  of  Ctfiiturhiiry.  The  Daiiui  of  Dulilin,  huin/j  ii  colony 
«r  Nor>vi'),'liin«,  lookud  on  tli«  Nonimim  a»  tliuir  ('(iiintryniun; 
nnci  I'onsiiliTin^'  thu  iiiiImiuihIuiI  nway  wliieh  tliuau  |iuo|>lu  Imil 
nt  thut  timu  unjoyud  In  iirltuin,  tliu  former  wuru  on  timt 
nccount  thu  iiioru  anxious  to  iiuiiiu  ihu  Kmt  opportunity  of 
forming  u  friunilly  (:orruii|H>niluiicu  with  thum.  Thuau  hail 
buen  thu  ruKsoiia  which  ur^j^cd  Gothric,  their  king,  to  pni|KMO 
that  I'nirick  nliouhl  bu  acnt  to  I^unfninc  fur  consucration. 
Accorilin){ly,  I'utrick  wiilcd  for  Kn);'""''>  furninhcd  with  a 
letter  from  thu  clergy  und  |ic'ople  of  Dublin,  in  t^e  fullowinu 
«oril«:t  "  To  tho  venerable  nielropolilan  of  tho  holy  Church 
of  Canterbury,  I.uufniuc,  tho  clergy  nml  tho  people  of  Ihu 
Church  of  Duliliii  oH'ur  duo  uljudienco.  It  ia  known  to 
your  paternity,  that  tho  Church  of  Uidilin,  which  is  thu 
nietr<>|Hilig  of  thu  inland  of  Ireland,  ia  beruft  of  itii  puntiir  and 
deatituto  of  a  ruler.  We  have,  thereforo,  choaen  a  meat, 
luinieil  I'atrick,  very  wel(  known  to  us,  of  noble  birth  and 
cunduct,  veraod  in  a|H>»tolical  and  ecclesiastical  discipline,  in 
faith  a  Cath<dic,  cautious  as  to  the  meaning  of  thu  Scriptures, 
and  well  trained  in  ecclesiiistical  doguia.s,  wlio,  we  rei|uust,  may 
bo  ordained  bishop  for  us  as  aooii  as  |><issible,  that  under  tho 
iiuthority  of  (iod,  ho  mav  bo  able  to  preside  over  us  regularly 
Hiid  bo  useful  to  us;  un<[  tliut  un<ler  his  government,  wo  may 
be  able  to  combat  willi  ailvaritiige,  tor  tho  integrity  of 
su|H!rioni  constitutes  the  safety  of  llio  subjects ;  and  wl||re  there 
is  thu  healthfuliiessof  obedience,  there  the  form  of  instruction 
is  salutary."  On  thu  dulivury  of  this  letter,  I'atrick  was 
received  bv  Lunfranc,  and  shortly  after  was  consecrated  by 
him  ill  St.  I'aiil's  Church,  London.  The  profession  of  obedience 
which  l'atri<'k  inadu  at  his  consecration  was  as  follows:} 
"  Whoever  presides  over  others  ought  not  to  scorn  to  bo 
subject  to  others,  but  rather  niaku  it  his  study  to  humbly 
render,  in  God's  name,  to  his  superiors,  the  olwdiunce  w  liich  he 
expects  from  those  who  are  phiceil  under  him.  On  this 
account,  I,  I'atrick,  elected  prelate  to  govern  Dublin,  the 
■nctroplis  of  Ireland,  do,  reverend  liitlier  Lanfraiic,  primate  of 
the  /yri(<>tnii§(Uritanniaruiu)  and  archbishop  of  the  holy  Church 

•  (<.■«  ch«ii.  ii.  r  l««llcr,  Sjl  2».  }  Wsn'ii  lli»liu|iii. 

4  Or,  wlMt  auiutmt*  tu  tlMi  mdw,  |iriiiuiU  vi  Utwt  ihitum. 
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of  (Jiintorlmry,  "Her  to  tliue  tlii»  elisrier  of  my  nrorcuion ;  ind 
I  iinmiiw  ti>  iiiiiMr  tliiw  nml  thy  micccuon  in  all  tilings  *pper- 
UiininK  to  tliu  (!nri»tittii  ruli;;ion." 

Kniin  tlid  tenor  of  tliin  iimfcMiion  of  olH-dii-nro  niailo  hy 
I'niric'k,  ami  •'»|M'oioliy  from  his  hiivlii^  lukiiowli'il^cil  Ij»n. 
franc  ii«  |iriniiitv  of  (ircat  Itritain  (in  tlic  ori);inal  llriliiiniia- 
mm),  miiiio  Kii':li»li  wriUTH  liiivu  ntli>m|iloil  to  niuinlain,  tlint 
linnfnini-  aii<l  liin  iiruiU'ci'Mor*  liail  liuld  u  niutropolitan  juria- 
ilictiiin  ovtir  lliu  Irinli  Oliurcli*  To  auiiporl  tliix  o|iiMiiiii  the 
iiioro  forcilily,  they  huvo  (;ri>»sly  niistniimlalt'J  tho  tixm  Hri- 
toniii'iii'xui  liy  nialtiii);  it  iii;;iiify  the  llrilihh  inli-ii.  aniiiii);  which, 
l>y  ailojilin);  inochrn  |>hni!icolo^y,  Iri'lnml  wonid  of  (.'(nirno  ho 
inclniiiil.  If,  hiiwfviir,  tho  iX|ire«»ion  llriUiumnnun,  aa  it 
Ktiimln  in  tilt'  ori;:inal,  be  connidiTcil,  it  iniiat  bo  aekiiiiwk-d){ej 
that  it  ■i^.'iiilii'd  in  ruality  (ileal  Itrilain.  It  wan  natial  with 
many  amieiit  antliom,  when  aiwakinfK  of  liritiiiii,  to  use  the 
plural  niiiiilier  (/<i'i(ii»ni(/'),  anil  in  illnstnition  of  Ihin,  auvetul 
inntini'eii  iiii)>ht  lai  addneud  from  Kede.  That  venerable  writer, 
alliidiii);  lo  the  (!ni|a-riir  Claiidiua,  naya:  "  (ioiii^  iiiln  Jiritain 
{/triliiiiiiiu),  he  redmed  the  most  part  of  the  itiitiid  under  hia 
aulijeetiiiii;")  and  after  huviii>;  j,'iven  tho  ccclesiaslieal  liiatory 
of  every  part  of  Ilnlain,  he  repeatedly  iiaes  the  term  llrilan- 
nitiruin  t  Ibe  fact  ia,  when  the  Uoiiiana  had  coii<|iierud  Bri- 
tain, they  divided  the  eiiuntry  into  provinces,  and  tlieao  several 
proviiicea  went  by  tin)  iiaineH  of  ItriUmma  prima,  llritannia 
Mi'Hui/ii,  ele  ,  and  hence  the  n  hole  ciiiintry,  from  north  lo  south, 
«viui  generally  known  by  the  plural  name  llritannia:  Irulaiul, 
however,  was  at  no  |a>riiid  subject  lo  the  Humana,  nor  was  it 
ever  eonaidered  a  part  of  llritaiii.  Dnriiii;  all  tliia  time,  Ireland 
bad  her  own  kiiifja,  and  while  Itritain  waa  sulidued  and  muti- 
lated, Ireland  wan  a  -free  and  an  iiiilopeiiilent  nation,  and  was 
known  over  Kurojio-  by  the  ancient  name  of  S-oliu.  The 
Church  of  Ireland  also,  from  tho  ilaya  of  her  apostle,  had  been 
governed  liy  her  own  primate;  under  hia  metropolitan  jurisdic- 
tion had  her  whole  hierarehy  been  placed,  nor  can  the  8U|>- 
portera  of  Kn^liali  piiiiiatial  anthority  aildiicc  one  tolltari/ 
initance  nflhe  arrhhifhi>iig  of  ('unlerlinri/  liurini/  interfered  in  (lit 
eccienittMivtU  concerns  of  [relomt  la'fore  the  conaecration  of 
Patrick  for  tho  DaniAh  city  of  Dublin.  So  far  were  the  arcli- 
bishoiM  of  ('anlcrbiiry  from  liaviiij^  metropolitan  authority  over 
the  Clinruh  of  Ireland,  that  their  juriadictiun  di<l  n<it,  in  t'ormer 
tiiiiui,  CNtuiid  even  overu//  Uritaiit.     It  was  acknowledged  only 

•  Crraay,  b,    l.'l  ;    Dr.  Miliicr's  Tour,  p.  IM. 
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ill  lliixio  pliiciMi  wliU'li  hitd  Imwii  •iilijci-t  to  llio  Antilii-SHioni; 
iho  lli'itinli  Hcnt*  iievrr  rccd^iilwl  it,  wliil«  tliu  iiortliiTii 
I'iotn  were,  it  in  well  known,  alwnya  luliject  to  the  lri<lt 
iililint  of  lly. 

Till*  Rriiiiiulli-HK  iloi-trinB  wm  Rnt  itiirtiil  iliirinft  the  cll«puti>« 
wliicli  liuil  luki'ii  iiliu.1)  Uitwuuu  tliK  i(i>i'«  of  York  niul  (;<iiitor- 
liurv  ri'lulivu  I"  tlii'  |iriiiiiit'y.  In  III72  a  council  liaii  JH'vn 
lii'lil  ill  Winclii'Htcr  for  llic  |iur|KMC  of  i|cci>liii({  tlii«  i|iiualion, 
iiniint  wliii'li  VVilliiini  llm  Coni|iit'ror  wm  prciivnt.  Aaiiniirf;u- 
niuiit  for  mipiMirtin^'  llii'  ciiiiio  <tf  ('iintcrlmrv,  it  wu.i  fuwurtutl 
in  that  council,  tlmt  tliu  iirclutpi  of  Caiitcrliury  liiid  iilwnjri 
piijovol  »  niclroiMilitaii  I'i^lit,  not  only  over  tliu  clinrclic*  of 
(>r<>iit  itrlliiiii,  lint  iil«o  over  tlioiu'  of  Iruluml  :*  iiml  thil 
niwnnii'lion  tlicy  iii't'tciiHcd  to  cntnliliili  upon  the  iintliority  of 
llvilc.  It  liiippoiiH,  lionuvvr,  tlmt  in  iill  llic  work*  of  tlmt 
vciicrul'l^i  writer,  imt  ouo  Hontoncp  flp)H.*iini  in  niipport  of  hucIi 
■n  nnHvrtion.  Kqiinlly  KfouiKllcm  iit  tlio  opiiii<in  of  tlioso  wlio 
iiiaintnin  tlmt  AuKUitint',  who  ciinie  to  llritiiiii  in  the  nixtli 
century,  wim  pomicsiied  of,  nt  Iciut,  u  lc);iilinc  jiiri«liclinii 
over  tliu  ItIhIi  Oliurch.  AiipuKtiiic  iii'vit  prcminieil  to  exerciite 
HUcli  II  |uiwcr;  Ihu  prcliitpi  iinil  iinciint  annulists  of  Irulamt 
know  nothing  aliout  it;  iiml  even  Huppmint;  tlmt  ho  hail  been 
inveHteil  «itli  hucIi  jurisilietiun,  it  liy  no  nuMinii  followH  tlmt  it 
nhonhl  ileiicenil  to  hi*  nucceiison.  It  wiu,  imleeil,  at  tlmt  time 
iin|H!riilively  uecensury  tlmt  Au^ii«lino  kIioiiIiI  Iw  entruntod  with 
loKatiiie  authority  over  ltritiiin,t  on  iiceoiint  of  thu  dialracted 
•tute  of  ri<li)rion  in  thiit  cnuntry,  and  thu  funeral  duulino  of 
mornlH  ami  dlseipliiio  which  iuiniediiilely  followcii  the  Saxon 
invnHlon;  lint  a»  rcfiurdii  li'eliiiid,iio  hucIi  caiines  exinted.  The 
ItIhIi  Ohiinli  wan  nt  that  peri  d  pre-eminently  distiii^uiHhed 
for  Inilli  order  and  discipline;  and  for  plely  and  learniii);  oho 
stood  unrivalled  anions  the  churcheH  of  the  Christian  world 

Thu  roimucration  of  Patrick  liy  thu  ai'clilii»hop  of  Canter. 
bury  wan  a  proeet'diiig  which  met  nt  once  thu  ftyiieral  ilis- 
pleanure  of  tliu  Irish  jirelaten;  however,  the  matter  had  been 
tnleruteil  merely  out  of  reii|H'Ct  for  I<aiifninc'»  leariiiiif;  and 
eminent  character,  and  a>  a  xtill  further  step  by  which  some 
aecure  and  permanent  conciliation  might  be  etlectud  betwcun 
the  native  Iri.ili  and  the  Daiicn. 

Patrick  remained  but  a  nhort  time  In  Itritain.  On  Ins  return 
to  Ireland  he  received  from  Laiifranu  the  usual  tesliinoiiiaia 
of  his  consecration,  together  with  two  lettors,}  one  addressed 
to  Turhigh,  kiiij;  of   Ireland,  and  the  other  to  Guthrie,  who 

•  Fleury,  1.  01.  .11.  t  I.l.  L  ;«!,  38.  J  Uldur,  SyU.  No.  M. 
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■lllinii){h  Ktyli'il  kin){  (if  tiio  Diiiioii,  wna  at  tint  lime  but  mt-rply 
■  vavml,  IwviiiK  milimittcil  to  Turli>){h  in  1U73.  In  iliraa 
t«ltara,  miit  |iiirti>-uliirlv  in  tlic  nna  iiililri'MtMl  to  Ocithric,  l^n- 
franc  rufen  to  winic  nfmst'ii  wliicli,  ho  iimli-riitiKiil,  liuil  at  tliut 
lirno  pruviiilcxi  in  Iri'liiml.  liiHtanriiii,  liu  iiu}'h,  IuiiI  occnrri'il  of 
iiivn  almndmilng  their  Inwful  wIvpk  wlilioiit  aMl^uin^  any 
i-uionli'iil  c-nnio,  hmiI  of  tiiklii){  to  llicniHilvon  ntlivrn  who  wero 
wilhin  thu  dif^TtHn  of  coniiuii};uinit,v ;  hiiiI  thiit  in  Dnhlin  it 
toniiitlint'*  hii|i|>i'niMl  thiit  men  evun  exchiinireil  tlii'ir  wives. 

Ilml  iiirh  iilioniiniihlu  iihuncn  exist«<l,  tntiy  certainly  nuiat 
hiin'  liiin  contiiUMl  to  thu  l)iinc«.*  The  ehur(;i>,  however, 
ciiiiiiiil  Ix'  i-onitixUMilly  iinpiHwiMl  to  nlli'ct  any  )H>rtion  of 
'1  urlo^'h'n  Irliih  Hul>j<'i'l»,  |iiirli<'nhirly  when  wo  I'oiiniiler  that 
thi'y  woulit  huvo  liovn  in  o|H!n  violation  ol  tlio  canons  of  St, 
I'atrit^k.l  ami  tliiit  tlii'fio  cnnoni  linii  boon  lookud  u|ion  with 
almimt  HaiTiil  viMicmlion  liy  lliu  nalivp  inliiililtunl!!  of  Jri'laml. 
II',  thorclori-,  iIii'ho  niHiminationa  hail  nt  any  time  taken  |ilu(-e, 
thoy  nuiHt  ho  known  only  nnio»t{i<t  the  Daiiex,  Home  of  whom 
nii);ht  not,  oven  an  yet,  liavo  totally  fomiken  their  Ion);- 
elieriAJiHil  anil  favourite  Seamlinavian  liarlmrltieii.  The  sanio 
h'tler  tiiiik  notieo  of  three  other  imielices,  ami  oomleninoil 
theni  »ii  rejiil^nant  to  a|>iMtolieal  authority,  to  the  »aeruil 
eanoiiH,  and  tv  the  inilitiitiiinn  of  all  the  orthoilox  Katheni. 
The  (irst  wan,  that  holy  onleis  had  been  adniinixtereil  by 
bi»hops  for  money;  tlio  necond,  that  biiihn|M  hail  lii-en  conse- 
emled  by  only  oiio  biHliiip;  and  the  third,  that  infants  were 
baptized  uithont  the  eunseerated  ehrisni  having  been  used. 
Thu  (irst  of  thene  abune-s  alluded  In  in  Ihiii  letter,  if  any  such  ' 
had  taken  plaee,  could  not  by  any  means  bo  justilied.  A  noli, 
tiiry  instance  nUKlil  ]Ki»sibly  liave  occurred,  but  there  in  no 
other  authority  iiir  it  liavinj;  been  practised  except  this  one 
letter,  the  writer  of  wliich  iui),'ht  have  been  niisinformed.  The 
subject  of  the  remaining  two  clinrjj''"  (it  niay  bo  pro|)cr  to 
obtorve)  couM  not  in  tlioae  times  be  considered  an   abuse, 

*  Uiiahrr.  in  his  nMe  nn  tlipso  letters,  remarlts,  tlint  tlie  eiutitm  of  diiiniistinff 
wives  WW  |ai-v»leiit  aiiiuii^  ilie  Angln-Hnxoiis  unit  lu  Sci'tlanil ;  K  reiunsiit  (if 
it  nifty  tH>  Htill  ttift'crneil  in  Kii^lanil,  whi'ro  wives  ars  tu  tliis  Amy  umietitnes 
siilil  ill  ilie  |si>iliu  ninrket 

t  Tliu  litUl  eanon  _  ortlsins  :  "If  Urn  wife  of  any  man  hiiniilil  coflimit 
ailuttery,  tlie  injtireil' hiislsiiiit  sitall  nut  uiairy  anotliur  as  lonu  aa  tlie  wife 
hvi-s  ;  (nit  slioattt  flu'  turn  fnnn  Ikt  i-vit  ways  auil  rv|M>iit,  lie  slinll  receive  tier, 
aihI  hlie  siiall  serve  liini  as  a  liandmaiil.  and  iln  |s.'naace  fur  a  whole  year  on 
I'li'sit  anil  water,  anil  thai  liy  nieasnr*."  Anil  if  a  woman  sbonlil  attempt  to 
aliaiuhm  her  htislsind  ami  marry  auiither.  she  was,  hy  tlie  Itlth  eaiioii,  ex- 
coniinuniL-atfil,  "  The  t'hristiim  woman  who  sliall  taltoa  man  iiiholy  w,slliH;li, 
and  afterwaitls  leave  him,  and  innttiitt'^ry  join  nnottier,  shall  for  this  boftXCuw. 
[uiuaQ«t«4l,"—IUth  of  the  Synisl  of  ratriek,  Auxiliiis,  and  laemiuus. 
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I'liiilrary  In  «|Hnliilinil  niilliorily,  uikI  t»  lliii  iimtitiilinna  of  tlio 
K»tlii'r>i  It  lri'(|iicMlly  liii|i|H>nuil  in  tliimn  iIiivh  timt  liiiiliii|M 
IiikI  Im.-('Ii  I'liiiwi'mtiMl  in  Iri'liiml  liy  only  nnu  liiiili>ii>;  lint  than 
timv  wiTo  llii'  C/Kiiy/xxvi/ii,  mil  lliu  r>>;{nligf  orilinurii-n  of  bccii;* 
■nil  it  wuD  luwful,  in  virtnu  of  nii  nni^icnt  rnnoii  of  the 
Olinrrh,  til  liAva  llm  ('liori'|<i«riiiin>  i'onrii'iriilL>il  liy  a  linjjle 
liinlio|i,  NcithcT  riiiiM  tliu  oniliMiiin  of  tin*  i'liri»ni  in  l>u|i|iiin 
liv  |iro|iiTly  I'lilk'il  un  iilinati,  tlii'  ii|i|ilii'uliiiii  of  it  ln-in|{  mural/ 
II  ccri'niony,  iiiiil  liy  no  iiK'nnn  ohm'iiIiuI  to  tliu  viiliility  nf  tlio 
■lU'runiinl.  Il  ia  wt-ll  kiionn  tliiit  in  tin'  (iriuiitivu  iifim  of  the 
Olinrt'h,  uIk'Ii  lui|illiini  liinl  liccn  iiilininintt-ruil  liy  bi9lio|iii,  tho 
Hnt'ruinrnt  of  ninlirnmlion,  to  whirli  t'lirimn  wns  OHnontiali 
iinnii'illati'ly  follownl.  VVIii'ii,  Imwuvor,  tint  niiiuiioniiry  ilnliua 
liiiit  in  iiftiT  liiniiii  ilvvolvi'il  on  iirii'^tn,  tin*  iijtv  of  tliu  cliriaiii 
wiu  still  olmcTvi'il  iM  n  rurumony  in  li^iiilinn,  tliu  priiKt  ii|>|ilyin)( 
it  tu  tliu  toji  of  thu  lii'int ;  wlicruiiH  in  oontiriiiiilioii,  tliu  liiiilio|> 
Ufipliua  it  to  thu  forclicud  of  tliu  |H'r^on  hImiiiI  In  liu  uoiifirniud- 
It  in  vury  runiurkiililu  tliiit  I'linl'rune  hail  nut  lit  tliut  tiinu 
uililrumiuil  liny  lutlur  to  lliu  iii'Iiiiiitu  or  to  thu  |irulutua  uf 
Iruliiiul  on  thc«u  itnlijcctK,  lu  liu,  no  ilonlit,  wonlil  Imvu  doliu 
hiiil  ho  iHmiiuiiHuil  uitliur  nii'lropnlilnn  or  lu^alinu  juriHiliutinn 
over  tliuin.  I'utrick  ^ovurnuil  thu  sue  of  Uuhlin  until  IUH4, 
when  liu  huh  Hliipwroukuil  iiiul  drowiiuil  on  hia  way  fruni  that 
eily  to  Knjjiiinil.t 

About  thin  time,  varinim  ufTurln  hail  been  raailo  to  enforce 
thu  iloetrinu  liy  wliirli  Hoinuiif  thu  |H>|H^rt  eniluuvonruii  to  claim 
H  tonipornl  Hovuruij^nty  over  |irinces;  iiml  to  thin  cff'uut  Tnrlo^li, 
who  wan  tliun  lU  thu  summit  of  hix  power,  receivuil  nn  uiiitllo 


from  iiii|io  liru);ory  VII  {  Tliia  letter,  which  hail  Imcn  iluteil 
from  Sutri,  nua  nililrus.tuil  not  iinlv  to  thu  inoiinrcli  hiiiistilf, 
hilt  likuwiau  to  thu  arulihiahopa,  bialiopa,  alilHiU,  iiolilua,  and  to 
nil  Chriatiiiiia  inliiibitin;;  Iruliind.  Tliiit  piirt  of  it,  in  which 
Gregory  iiiaiiiuutea  hia  tumiiorul  authority  over  Iruluiid,  riina 
in  thuau  uurda:  "Tho  iiutliorily  of  (Mu'iat  liiia  founded  hii 
holy  Church  Ana  aolid  roik,  ami  lina  conmiittud  ita  riKhta  to 
the  bleaaed  I'uter,  wliiuh  Churili  liu  hua  likuwise  constituted 
over  all  tho  kingdoms  nf  thu  world.  To  tlila  Church  ho  has 
subjected  the  princiimlitics,  {Kiwirx, and  everything  elau  which 
ia  sublimo  upon  eartli,  iiccordin)>  to  the  propliul  Isniah:  '  They 
that  alunderetli  tlieo,  ahull  cniiiu  and  ahull  norahip  the  stena  of 
thy  ll'et.'  Therefore,  to  the  liluased  I'etor  and  hia  vicars, 
anioiiK  whom,  by  divine  dii>|H,>naulion,  wu  happen  to  ho  num- 
bered, the  whole  Horld  owea  both  obedience  and  reverence, 

■  3«i  Mnt.  viii.  t  Fuur  M  utera,  X  Uvlior,  8yL  Si  29. 
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wliirli,  willi  •  ilnvoiit  iniml,  yi'  "Imll  ri'invnilwr  ti>  iliow 
li>  th«  li»ly  Koinaii  Cliiircli.  If,  lliiTrfcire,  muy  aHiiin  •litll 
liikv  |ilucu  «iiiunH>l  y«  which  mny  iiupni  to  ro<|iilrn  our  iMiat- 
niK'i',  Ih)  cnri'fiil  to  «|)|>ly  lo  iia  ut  oiitu,  mid  your  jiint  ilonmiul, 
with  (loil'i  hi'lj),  ye  ■liitll  (ihtuiii .'*  It  ia  nwitlc-M  to  rtiiiiHrk, 
thnt  ihi*  iloi'triiiu  hHii  nothitiK  whutpvur  to  do  with  tho  ti'iioti 
of  thii  Culholii-  fuith.  It  is  iiiAi'ly  u  mlKKd  ijueritioii,  which 
hud  hct'ii  clutiioroiiiily  »(;ituted  iit  >iilM('(|iii'iit  iK-riodi;  uml, 
indi'cil,  from  tlio  |iroioiiiid  nih^ico  of  our  iiiiiuimla  iiii  In  the 
rutiili  of  tho  h'lti'r  itself,  it  ia  iiiuiiift'at  that  no  uttviilion  had 
bcwii  |uiid  to  it  in  thia  kinuih)in. 

'I'liut  thu  Church  uf  Ireland  hml,  in  I'verr  tft*  unct  iti 
foundation,  coiitriliuted  moat  amply  towarda  tiio  advancvnu-iit 
of  ri*li|<ion  and  of  lilcnitnro,  hiia  hccn  ulruaily  ahundiintly 
illiiatralt'd.  Ily  nicnna  of  its  achoola  ami  Icarncil  |irofi'SS(>i-a, 
thu  ancient  rviiititlioii  of  thu  counliy  wna  Htill  sn«taim<tl,  niyt 
in  the  cluvvntli  I'lnlury,  wu  find  Iriah  ccclcaiuatica  ruiLiiring, 
likn  their  preilt'ccaaoni,  to  the  rontincnl,  and  hcconiin^'  tliu 
founilcra  <if  many  valuahio  ami  cclclirated  uittabliahnifnta. 
Ainon^i;  thcao  thu  ancient  literary  foumlation  of  liatiabon, 
formed  liy  Miiriaiiua  >S>Mitiia,  ahull  be  lirieHy  noticud.  Mari- 
nnua  .Scotnaf  (who  niuat  not  ho  confoundi'd  with  the  celehratud 
rhrono)(ra|ihur  uf  that  name{)  waa  a  native  of  tho  north  of 
Ireland,  and  in  lOtiH  wilhilruw  to  OernMiny,  brin^iinji;  with 
him    two  coni|Mniona,  named  John   and   Candidua.j)       They 

*  "  liiljiia  (<  'lit  iati)  aiictoritai  wtnitani  »i-flr«iam  in  a^iliilii  |i#tra  fiiiKlavit,  ot 
beat(>  Pt'lrc)  itjiii  ]iir»  cniiiniiMl,  <|iiain  itliaiii  hiiht  •miiiia  ihiiikIi  n'Kiia  iMaiati- 
tuit  mi  />f-iM<'i/wilw,  et  /iitttgitile»t  ft  ifnietjiiitt  in  Mt^ttt  njilimt  etdtlur  tuti  inijtil,  illu 
iuun  i'uui|ilft4i  iTftt'iilii ;  *  vi'iiiaiit,  iiKtuit,  «!  t«i  i|iii  ilptrabvkuit  ti)ii.  lit  ailura- 
IhiiiI  viwtiHiit  IkhIiiiu  tuni-iiiii.'  IWati)  ii^itiir  I'etm  «ju<m^iip  vii-anm,  intnrfjuoA 
diii(K'iitutiii  ilivina  iinatraiii  i|iiim)iiu  iwirli'm  aiiiiiiiiieniri  iliH|>i«iiit>  *tttiiM  HmVcrMM 
iibetlif  itlum  et  rcvcrviitiaiii  (U'lN>t,  i|iuuii  lumiU'  iluvuta  naiii'tjv  Ituiiiaiui'  l-lci'le- 
aur  i^xtiilMTU  n.'liiiuiM'iuiini.  Si  i|iia  vvnt  iiff^otia  |ictu-«  vini  ruiL-rmiiiit,  ijiue 
ni«tni  tli^iia  vitlt-auttir  aiixili'i.  iiicuiXTtaiitcr  ail  irna  itiriKoru  itii<U't4>.  rt  i|iiinI 
jiiat*! jNiatiilaVft-ilia,  l>«ii  aiiiiliaiit**,  iinl>rtr»tiitiii."-  rwilit-r,  HyllnK.  Nu.  'iit. 

t  'Tim  tiinil  itrnti  WiiH,  ii|i  ill  thii  tvlith  cvlilliry.  a(i|iliiit  i-xrl>uiviily  ^l  tlio 
Itativfia  lit  Imlaiiit.  On  tlu'  nvertliruw  of  thu  rii:ta,  ami  tltei-xtiiK-tii'iiuf  tbi'ir 
kiiiKilom  liy  the  Allailiiaii  Sl■l>t^  aliiMit  thr  ytiar  INNI,  Nnrtb  Hntaiii.  th«>  anciunt 
AlliMiiia,  ^railiinlly  aaaiiini^l  tltc  iiaiiiu  uf  Si'utia,  ynt  ili^titiguifliMl  finim  tb« 
onxinal  iSi;i>/ui  (Irt'laml)  liy  tb«  aitjuni'ta,  mirnir.  rtcttttiur,  Attiaitrmii',  vto.  llow- 
nvwr,  tliu  iiaiiie  Sc^ttm,  or  tbr  Utiu  Avfi,  boil  la-vii  Imt  very  rarrly  a|iiiliiil  to 
Nurth  llrituiii  iir  tu  ita  inbalntanu  until  tb«<  n'i^ii  of  Mt^r,  kiiiM  »'  Alliajiia, 
in  Uiu  ciiinmi'ni'i'inent  of  tbi'  iKalfIb  crnlury.  Tbia  iirincn,  atain  afti-r  lie  hail 
•ai-eniliHl  tiw  Uirulir,  iiulili-biil  aimlict.  atittinff  fortb  UivtxUiui  anil  iNiuiiilariea 
nf  hiH  kinuiloin,  ami  liy  virtiHi  of  wbli'b,  tbat  part  uf  Ki-itain  waa  in  fntiirv  tu 
li«  calU'il  liy  tliii  nann*  of  Scotia  Ni'V4>rthi'KwH.  tbii  irub  wcru,  for  many  yeara 
aft^T  tlie  ilivtb  of  Kilgar,  known  anions  tlie  Iranicl  liy  tbc  naiin'  of  Ncuti.  aa 
a|i|-eara  front  St  IWrnanl,  fpmi  Maiiritinn  iltt  I'ortn  (in  tiL  S4.-ri|i«-  <laoii.),  anil 
utlu'iM.  A  liJunul  iliatwrtation  un  Una  aulijri't  may  bo  foniiil  in  tbi-  f'ollet-- 
tanni  HMim  by  Kluining,  "  ( 'oitmtcntaria  ad  Vit  N.  f 'obimliaui." 

i  Srr  obap.  li.  t  [kiUaiubaU  at  »lb  t%tj 
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ri'iiiiilniMl  fur  uini*  timu  nt  lUtiKlMiii,  uml  aftvrwimlji  livcama 
llciitilivtiiiu  tni>iil«  ill  tliu  iniimiDlDrv  nt  St  Mirliui'l,  iii-nr 
Hiiiili>'r)>.  iMiiriiiiiiiii,  who,  iH'aiilvii  IiIh  nuiulilv,  Imil  Ih-vii  mi 
('l<u|iiiiit  uixl  a  Ifiii'iii'il  iiiiin,  olilniiiiHl  anmi  uTiit  ii  tirxKt  of 
tliu  I'liiirrli  uf  St.  IVlcr,  ncur  l<nti»lMiii,  f(ir  liiiiiii«lf  nnil  hi* 
i-tiiii|niiiion:<,  whii'li  wu  i'(iiiiiriiii'<l  liy  llcnrv  IV.  llicii  kiiij;  rif 
4ivrin*iiy.*  'I  liiii  iiioimiiUTy,  frniii  tlio  Kreiit  iiilliix  of  Iritli- 
iiii'ii  wlio  liml  r<'|iuiriiil  |u  it,  liooiiinv,  In  n  i>liort  liii.w,  to  wry 
ci'lt'liruti'il  mill  rii  yiv\[  iiii|>|ili<'il,  iliiit  in  llii!  coniini'nn'iiii'iit  uf 
lliu  twi'lftli  I'cntiiiy,  it  wiia  IhiiikI  lit'ci'Miirv  l<>  "rt'rt  Hiiotlii-r 
in  tliu  ciiv  of  Uiilinlxin,  wliicli  u'Coiiil  mtulilitlinicnt  huh  ilt'di-' 
cott'il  to  t^i.  Jiinii'it.  In  thin  iimiincr  illil  tlio  uncit'nt  foiiiulutiim 
of  St.  I'etiT  iH't'oiiii',  iia  it  wviv,  tli«  puri>nt  of  iiiiiiilH'rlt'M 
ri'littioiiH  ri'tri'iili4,  liy  wliiili  pii-ty  iiini  litt'riitnru  liml  lieeii 
i'lii'rinliuil  for  nnvii  in  lliiit  ami  llio  udjoinln);  tiTrilorit'it.  Tliia 
nioniiiili'ry  »iia  |uirtiiMiliirlv  culi'liriiti'il  for  tlio  nunilicr  of 
worku,  liiiili  siktimI  aiiit  |iroLiiv,  wliicli  hml  livt-ii  trun*i'rilH.'iI  by 
il«  monks,  anionit  wlioui  it  may  not  lio  iiii|iro|>vr  to  notice 
nnolliiT  Miiriiiiiii^,  iiniler  whom  Nii-luiliin  llri'('i>|M.'ri',  HftfrwitrtU 
AJriun  IV.  Imil  riHi-ivcil  lilncMlnralion.t  MHriuniiK,  tliv  i'oumlur, 
coiitinnvil  to  i^uviTii  tlio  monasli-ry  of  8t.  I'ctcr  ut  llalialinn 
until  Ills  ileatli,  wliicli  ocourruil  in  IdKtt.  Ilvtiiloii  tliu  ooII<m> 
tion  of  works  wliicli  liu  liuil  transerilHiil,  Mariunus  bus  loft 
aoinu  valiiablu  commcntaricii  on  tliu  I'saliim,  ilcilncuil,  us  tlio 
lirufacu  it'stilivH,  from  tliu  writiii^ii  of  tliv  priniilivu  Katln'ra  of 
tliu  Cluiri'li.  'I'liew  nioniisU'rieii  of  ItatislHin,  tof^etlicr  nitli 
tlioso  of  Wiirtzbur){,  NnremlnTf:,  Vienna,  and  many  otlivn, 
ri'iimiiii'd  in  tlio  hands  of  Iriali  cccleniantics  until  thvy  weru 
di!<|HMst'ssvd  kv  Si'otcbiiion.  After  tliu  di-atli  of  Mariaiiii", 
aorural  u|i|ilicants  from  Kcotland  had  buun  kindly  rccuivud  by 
tho  Irish  monks,  anil  ii<liiiiUcd  into  tliu  (jcrniaii  iniiniisterius. 
Tliu  numlii'r  of  thono  f^railiially  incrcawil,  so  that  in  tbu 
tliirteunib  cuntury,  when  tlio  torni  SaMn  eeaseil  to  boguni-rally 
usi'd  ns  a  naiiio  for  Ireland,  tbu  unj^ateful  Scotch  availed 
tbumsclvcs  of  tbu  cxpreBsioii  (Scotoruin)  contained  in  the 
original  ^raiit.H,  and  by  that  means  became,  in  u  short  time,  the 
|»isseiMors  of  nil  tbesu  foundations.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that 
the  lri.ih  monks  were,  before  tho  eloso  of  tbo  thirteenth 
century,  comiHdU'd  to  quit  those  very  estalilisbnients  of  which 
their  cnuntryiiiun  had  been  tho  founders,  and  which  they  liad 
both  governed  and  adorneil  for  so  long  a  perimi  { 

At  this  time  also,  tho  Irish  niomutery  uf  Wnrtzburg  was 
justly  celebrated,  and  among  its  distinguished  abbots  may  be 

*  Ckilgu.  t  Chran.  Ratubou.  X  Chruu.  Itatulwa. 
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mnkwl  lli«  laarnxl  aii'l  vennraUe  X.'liainiat,  wlm,  haviriK 
n>iii)(ni'<l  Ilia  •»»  of  (il<>i|iliil<icli,  ruiln-rl  to  tliu  luoiiuatury  oi' 
Wiirl/liiirtf,  whiTu  In)  (jictl,  i,d.  |(tM5,* 

Mcuiiwliilii  tliu  rrpiitiilioii  of  Iri'liiml  for  li'iirniii^f  wiu  atill 
■ii|>|Hirti'(l;  iiml  lo  tlic  iitii'ii'iit  ni'liooln  of  Armii;;li,  iiiiiiil>vn  of 
ICii)(lii<li  ntii'lnnii  lin<l  Ihmmi  iiii|i'l>U'<l  for  tlii'lr  t'lliicutioii.  In 
ID'J^,  a  clri-nilfiil  c'inllii);riliuii  took  plai'u  in  llint  citv,  by 
«liicll  thn  tliinl  ijivinion  of  lliu  town,  nHimlJy  vitlluil  I'ritii- 1 
'Willi  (lH'riin«n  inluthititl  liy  KiiKJinh  alii>li'iili)  v)m  i'imIui'viI  to 
■nlit'i  t  Mi»>y  of  ilii^  olIiiT  iiMi'ivnt  untuliliijnni'iil*  IihiI,iiii  ni'll  v 
DK  Arniiiuli,  Ihkmi  nnnii'rnuHly  nttoiKlvil ;  wliilu  lltcnitiiru  iiii'l 
civiliwlion  lu'Uin  lo  «|>i'i'ii<l  rii|ii<lly  iiinon)(  tliu  l):inc-ii,  "o  ilmt 
>t  tlio  clono  of  iliit  I'li'Vi'ntli  euiilnry,  tlm  I'ohfiiHiiin  of  foriiicr 
linitHi  wiin  iMini|H>lluil  to  ((Ivv  wny  lo  niitiomil  onlcr,  nM'l  lr«' 
liinil  KviMiivil  ouco  niura  In  lutil  tlia  briylit  |irin|i«H.'tji  wliicli  wvre 
o|K<ning  ii|M>n  livr.  * 


CIIAITKR  II. 

HucMMnn  of  Hi  PaUiok  — KpiwHi|ifU  Hum  -  ItoliKimu  P'AindAtiunfl  uf  th* 
Kii'Vi-iith  iVutiiry. 

TiiR  furbiMiriincc  willi  wliioli  iihto  Inynii'n  liml  boon  allowpil 
to  nnurp  not  only  tin;  tt.-in|ioralitic>,  lint  own  tlio  lillu  of  arc-li- 
lii»lio|i  of  Ariii:i);li,  In  thin  cuiilnry,  ia  ii  niutler  »liji-h  oiinnut 
liu  imiiily  ui'i-onnti.'<^for.  Tliu  country  liinl,  nmlonbl,  Ih'i'Ii  ili4- 
tnicti'il  by  r<'|it'nlL>il  nam  iH-ttwun  llio  nativvn  nml  tliu  Dant'ii, 
anil,  in  fai't,  bvtwi'i'n  tlio  Irisli  prlno'ii  tliunisi'lvta;  it  in  I'urlaiii, 
liowovi'r,  that  luiil  llrian  snrvivoil  the,  victory  of  Olonlarf, 
thcHc  ilin);raci'l'ul  abiiHoa,  wliicli  ninut  liavo  ojvcn  micli  Hvaittlal 
to  the  nation,  wouiil  bu  ut  oncu  ami  ulK'cliially  chuukcil.  It 
has  boun  already  statoil,  that  the  |iriiiiata  Mnrcclian,  after  an 
iiiuuinbcncy  of  three  yearn,  resijincd  hiit  Beo,  ami  in  KX'l  wiu 
■ucct'ciluil  by  MitKLSiUHY,  the  aoii  of  Kocliail.  Soinu  aulhura 
are  of  opinion,  that  iMaelinury  hail  been  one  of  the  lay  iianrjivra. 
The  contrary,  however,  apiieura  from  tlie  account  (»iveii  of  him 
by  the  Four  MantcrsJ  Accorliii);  to  their  testimony,  Miiol- 
mnry  wiu  atyieil  "  the  lieml  of  tliu  cleij;y  of  wenterii  liiirope, 
the  chief  ol  the  holy  ordera  of  the  weat,  and  a  moat  wiae 
doctor."  Tiieae  and  other  liinil  enconiinnin,  by  which  hia 
chanictxir  atun'la  auiiiHirted.areaullicient  toau|i|ily  the  atronffeat 
evidence  that  iMaelmury  had  not  been  a  layman,  but,  on  the 

•  Culgan,  AA.  88.  p,  sua        t  T*.  TU.  p  SDft        I  An  Tr.  Th.  v-  »». 


St 3  tret.uik!mrKt.  nnrroir  ar  ■■ii.anh. 

riiiilrary,  ihitt  lir  liml  Ix'cii  «  rcKuliirly  onUiiiiHl  |ji»lio|i  I  to 
Whii  (ji'i'iitly  ilintiiif^uitlK"!  I"f  Ilia  liMiriiiiiK.  nml  ilicil  a.d.  IO;ip. 
Amaluaip  in  inarki-il  ■•  thu  •iiccpM»r  ut  Mu«linury,  iiikI 
in  Ki>iit'rnlly  iiii|>|>iw«<l  lo  l><)  one  nf  ilio  Inyiiii'ii  who  uanrpvd 
tliu  till»  III  «rcliliii>liaii  of  Arniuf(l>'  ('oIkhii  •lrcnf(l)ii>na  tliU 
opinion  liy  thu  I'lict  that  two  of  hiii  iiii('i'i<iMon,  Mn-liiHw  miit 
Itoinnnhl,  nru  ciiHt'il  tlio  mniii  of  Amiil^'uid,*  iinil  it  may,  niuru- 
iiTiT,  hu  ronmrld'd,  thnt  during  hit  time  there  rfniduil  in  Armiit{l> 
k  ri'f;uliir  binho|i  miniud  Mocltule.  Thin  pri'lute  i»  aim  »lyI<Hl 
binhiii'  of  thill  w'e;  and  it  uiipvani  that  th»  nmial  i>|iiHi'ii|>al 
dutiu"  lind  lioun  conittiinlly  |K'rform<'d  liy  liini.t  Am»l;{iiid 
inndu  It  viiitiiliim  over  Muimtvr,  in  wliiih  ho  unfori'od  llie 
olMcrvnni'u  of  what  wan  tiTiiu-d  the  law  of  St.  I'atrickj  » 
iisaKa  wliii'h  refiM-ri-d  soltilr  to  thu  tuiniKimlitiea  of  thu  priuia- 

tilll  Mtl,  on  IiIh  diH'OHIIC  ill   \hi\). 

1)1  Rnii.KTiiK  III.,  who  hud  for  munv  yvnni  filled  the  chnir 
of  leelorer  in  Armagh,  lieeiinic  his  «iiiie»«or.  It  ciiniiot  ho 
ilonliled  tliiit  Duliihili'the  wiu  olio  of  the  vi){ht  liiynu'ii  allniled 
to  liy  St.  Ik'ninrd.  .Senrcely  had  lui  taken  the  management  of 
the  MrehdiiiceHu  into  hia  handa,  wllen  liut^li  O'Kuirnilh,  who 
had  aiieceeded  him  in  the  profe^aorahiji,  wuk  conaeoruted,  and 
wiu  ittmhinlly  atyled  liiahop  of  Ariimgli  until  Ida  ileatli,  which 
uecnrred  in  1115(1.)  Dulidalethu  wim  n  learned  annuliit,  anil 
cnminled  the  aniiala  of  thu  nriliUiliopa  of  Anim);h  down  lo 
Ilia  own  time;  liu  died  moat  |icnitoiitly  in  10(i4,§  having  aome 
time  previonaly  rcai^iicd  the  see  to 

('UMAHirii.  Tliia  prelate,  who  must  liy  no  means  be  con- 
founded with  the  lay  nsiirpeni,  eonliiiued  to  govern  the  »reh- 
iliiiRenu  but  a  short  time.  Not  loii);  after  the  death  of  Uuli- 
dalethe,  ho  nithdruw  from  the  admiiiintration  of  the  diocese, 
when  it  was  uiiur|ipd  (a.i  the  Ulster  Aniialit  e.ii|ire«»  it)  by 

MiKUOsA,  the  son  of  Aiiial);uiil.l|  l''roiu  the  expre».iion  ein- 
jiloved  by  the  annalist,  logellicr  with  the  circumstance  of  lii> 
iiein^  thu  son  of  Ainaluaid,  it  is  certain  thiit  MieliiMa  had  been 
One  of  the  pseiidii-arcliliii^hops.f  In  100)4  he  made  n  circuit 
through  Minister,  for  the  piirjiose  of  cxacliiin*  thu  usual 
revenues,  niid  helil  the  see  until  lii.H  death,  in  lOill. 

DoMNALii,  also  the  son  of  Aiiial);aid,  nsurjied  the  priinntial 
chair  mi  the  death  of  his  lirniher  .Mo'lioaa  lie  was  certainly 
one  of  the  lay  iniruilers,  oiid  appears  to  have  posscased  consi- 
deralilo  iiillnence  among  thu  princes  of  Ireland.  Adopting  the 
c.\amplu  of  his  pruduceasor,   Uomnald   niado  a  visitation   of 
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Miinaler,  TyniiiD,  Aiiil  olhi'r  (iliu'i'it,  tlis  iil>jpi-t  nf  which  wm,  M 
u«imI,  Ihu  tutiiliornlilii'*  iif  llif  MM'.  'I  liMU*  iilioiiiitmlile  |ir(>ctMMl> 
Uiif  ri|i|«'ar  l<>  hHVK  Hi  h'iif{lh  lir<>ii)(hl  ilowii  <iii  thejH>ii|ilu  th* 
jiiat  iii<li)(nnll<iii  of  lli-iivi'ii;  liir  ill  lOHA,  •  drouilliil  pliifju* 
ritUKil  thri>iif(iiiiiit  ill"  iMiiiiiiry,  which  •w»|it  awiiy  aiuh  imiltl- 
timi'ii,  tliiit  thii  tiiH im mill  vIIIuj^km  Uh'uiiiu  ili'i«>rtt'<l.  To iii>|wiu« 
Ihu  wrntli  of  iliviiiu  jiuti('«i  »  k^iiituI  fii«t  wat  |iriicluinitHl 
lhri>U)(hiiiit  Iruluihl  in  tin-  y<'iir  lO'.Ht,  with  which  l»ith  pri'Iuk-* 
mill  iit'iiiilr  atrii'tly  ri>iii|ilieil  ;*  iiml  uhnut  the  miiio  time,  ('ooni- 
viMiiirurli  O'lliiil  wii>  ciiii«HTnt«>l  ii>  iiiil1ru);un  or  iictinK  biihnp 
of  Armagh.  At'riiriliii)(  t»  Hi.  IWriiunl,  thrru  liml  Ixivii  ('iubt 
luy  iiiiiii|K'r»;  four  <>f  tlieitu  Imvu  Iwcii  iilrciiily  iiotlcfil,  whila 
the  iimiii'ii  of  thu  ollivra  »t»  not  ^ivi'ii  in  any  oih'  of  our  nnimla. 
What  thi'  I'iii'iiiiintani'ca  wrru  liv  which  thia  oiiiiaaioii  liail  been 
occiiaiiiiicil,  wo  iiru  not  uhlu  to  ili'lcrinint' ;  it  may,  howuvnr,  Iw 
I'fiiiarkuil,  that  all  thcat'  iNfuuiht-archhialuipa  nivntionud  by  the 
uiinaliala,  uru  auiil  to  havo  iliuil  ^■°>'i>t  puiiitunta.  Doiniiald, 
■fit-r  having  uvinn-il  iltH'ii  aorrow,  dioil  at  Arinu^h  on  thv  12tl> 
of  Anttual,  A.D.  I  ID.'V,  ami  with  him  tcriniimlvil  thuau  cnoriiioiu 
abiiiva,  liy  which  tlio  Cliurch  of  Iruluiitl  had  lieeii  lo  long  aiid 
ao  (;riuvoiialy  diatractMl, 

'I'lic  I'cclcaiaatical  ace»  catnhliihi'd  in  the  eluvoiith  century 
were  tliOHt<  of  Dublin  and  Walcrl'onl. 

Thi  mkk  op  Dvui.iii  waa  vHtablialicd  ad.  HMO,  under  Sitric, 
kiuft  of  Ihu  Daiieii,  and,  sm  has  Ih-cii  alrctidy  noticed,  ita  Knit 
bialiop  was  Uoimtua,  or  iiioru  correctly  Duiwn.t  IJunatua 
wiu  conaci-nituil  in  Ireland,  and  it  ia  atrongly  conjuctuiod 
that  liu  had  been  a  hi»hoi>  even  huforu  hu  waa  aelecled  by 
Sitric  to  iiruniitu  o\er  Diildiii.  Neither  in  the  uiinala  of  this 
country  nor  in  any  other  dociiineni,  ia  there  the  least  intiinutiim 
tliat  Uonatua  had  been  coiiHecrutod  in  Canterbury ;  and  it  ia 
iiiuat  certain  that  the  Uaiiea  of  Dublin  hiiil  no  connexion 
wluUover  with  that  niutro|Hjlitan  aee,  until  after  the  arrival  of 
the  Nornwiia  in  Knt;land,  a  d.  lOOli  Uii  thia  subject  Hasher 
obaervea:}  "  The  Oalineii,  who  i>oaaesaed  the  threu  cities  of 
Dublin,  Waterforil,  and  Ijmerick.  Iieinj;  a  colony  of  Norwc- 
giaiia,  and  ao  cuuntryiiiuii  to  the  Normans,  when  tliey  had  seen 
Enxlaiid  aubdued  by  the  Coni^ueror,  and  Normans  iidvaiice<l 
to  the  chief  archbishopric'  there',  would  iieeda  now  nsguinu  to 
thenisclvea  tlio  name  of  Nornutns  alau,  ami  cuuae  their  bishops 
to  receive  their  consecration  from  no  other  inetro|iolitaii  but 
the  (rchbishop  of  Canterbury.     And,  forasmuch  as  they  were 

*  AunaU  nf  iDuufaJtBU.  >  See  cbap.  i.  ;  Discourw  un  thu  Ileligitm,  ola 
clup.  viii. 
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rimnnml  williin  lli*  o'nllt  of  lliefr  uwn  tfiiy,  tli«  bUli(i|«  whom 
tlifV  tiiailc  lin<l  iiii  iillier  ilim'vHi  in  wliiili  llivy  iiilKlit  vxvrciM 
llivir  iiirii<liotlc>ii,i'im'|it  llu-  liiir*  <Hif  lilt  iif  llirM  rilim."  Tlii* 
nuw  H-i<  iif  llulilin,  IM  will  iia  llii-  l)uiii->li  (hiwit  ilralf,  wM 

Sri'«tly  circiiinitrilivil ;  imr  iliil  it  ruliiiil  licvoml  lli»  wullg  of 
ID  city  until  aiiiiiu  vi'im  Hflrr  tlu'  <'iiuii<'ll  i>(  Kvlla,  ill  I  Ibl. 

Afli'r  Doiiiitiiii  IiikI,  nilli  tliu  niuiiiitunci'  uf  Hilrie,  tliiitliiHl  hii 
mtlieUrul  uf  the  llolv  Ti'iiiil.\^C'liri>t  (.'liurcli).  nnd  •  c>in|i«l 
vsIIikI  St  Miuliiii'l't,  tiu  i'r«ct<'il  mi  t>|ii«'ii|'ul  |uilu('u  m-iir  it,  on 
tliti  lito  wliort'  tliu  fiiriiiitr  Auiir  Cuurli  itiKHl  I )<iii*tiii  con- 
liniuul  tu  |iru«iilu  owr  llitt  »vu  of  Diilillii  until  IU74,  in  wliicli 
yi'nr  III)  ilii'ili  null  wua  liuricil  in  liiiown  catliiMlrul. 

A»  lli«  t-vviils  uf  lliu  Kis  of  Uuliliii  iHicuinv.aftvr  tliit  |N!ria<l| 
cluM'l,r  inlcrwovvn  with  otliiT  (lorliiiiiii  of  oiir  uccliKioatical 
liinlurr,  aii'l  urt',  iimrtMivcr,  iiilriimicully  intiTcatin);,  it  will  be 
iii'ccunry,  in  lliu  futiiri-  arr»iif;t.'iiii'iit  of  tliia  work,  to  altvnil 
■■iirvfully  tu  tliu  unltT  uf  lliu  "|iiHL'o|iul  (uivi'Mion  in  that  auu,  a> 
Willi  ua  tu  till'  li'Uilin){  occurrt'iicva  ronni'ctfd  with  it. 

I'atnick,  or  ac('oriliii)>  to  the  Kuur  Muilvra,  (iiLLA-l'«TRicB. 
llio  iiici'cMiir  iif  DonutuA,  in  1074  wna,  aa  hoa  btfu  already 
atiituil,  Hlii|>»Twkcil  nnd  druwned  un  thu  lUlh  of  Octuberi 
AD    lOHl* 

Inimviliati'ly  un  Ihc  death  of  I'ulrick,  Dunat,  or  DoMouaH 
0'IIaiiiqi.y,  an  Iri'lmiaii,  naa  iiruuiuii'il  to  tin*  •««  of  DuUin.f 
In  i'oni|>1lnn<'v  xiili  the  uialiuaof  thu  Dunes,  Uuiiut  w»* 
Kent  to  KiiKlanil  for  eunaeir.itiun,  liuvin);  been  furnialied 
Milli  lettera  front  I  urlui:h,  iiiuiiiirch  of  Ireland.  Duniit  was 
kindly  reeeiveil  by  Kniifi-aiK',  and  was  cunseerated  by  liiiu  in 
the  I'uthudral  church  uf  Canterbury,  lie  made  his  iirufesaion 
of  obedience  in  the  fullowini;  ternia:  "I,  Duiiatua,  prelate  uf 
the  Church  of  Dublin,  wliiili  is  siiuated  in  Ireland,  liruniiKe 
canonical  oliedience  tu  tlieo,  Luiifraiic,  nrclibiiiho|)  uf  tliu  holy 
C'bnrcli  of  Cunterbury,  and  to  ihv  aiicceaaors."  This  prelate 
continueil  to  ^'uvern  the  aoe  uf  Duljliu  until  his  death,  in  lUt'Si 
and  was  snccuviled  by  his  nephew,  Samuel  ()'llain(;ly. 

Samukl,  on  Ilia  appuintnieiit,  was  (n^jreeably  tu  tlie  Danish 
custom)  sell'  over  to  Uantirbury  to  be  uuiisecrated  by  Ans«liU| 
who  bad  siucecded  l^nnfranc  in  the  Koveiiiuient  uf  that  arch- 
diocese. At  Ilia  cunsecration,  Samuel  made  the  folluwing  pru- 
fessiun  of  ubedi^iice  :}  "  1,  Samuel,  chosen  fur  the  );overii- 
inent  of  the  Church  of  Dublin,  wliieh  ia  situate  in  Ireland,  and 
to  be  consecrated  hiahup  by  tliiw,  Ueverend  Father  Anselni. 
archbishop  of  the  holy  (Jhurcli  uf  Canterbury  and  primate  of 

•  Km  uIi>|>.  i  t  Wam's  Bulia|«.  {  Ap.  I'Mhrr.  8yl. 
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ill  l)rit«in,  il'i  |ir<iiiil«n  llmt  I  will  olmarvK  oiiioiilcal  ubctlimM 
In  iilltliin)(>  l»  llici'  mill  to  iill  lliy  •iicc<'M4)ni " 

III  till'  uurlv  iwrt  »f  Hniiiiii>rt  iiiriiiiiln'iirir,  ha  rereiva<l  an 
r|iii<ll«  Iroiii  Aiiai'liii,  in  nliiili  ilint  jiri'lulu  |irc»H)ei|a  to  uwka 
tliruu  vi<ry  U'riniii*  i'iiiii|iliiiiilii.  firm,  thai  Sunnii'l  hml  glvpn  tu 
•tnini;i'rit  the  Imiik^,  vixtmuiiti,  itiiil  cliiin'h  iirnuiiiitnlii  which 
l/iiilniiic  liuil  |iri>«-iitfi|  ti>  hi*  uncle  l><>iialiiii,  fur  thu  iiae  of 
•Ihui'hiircli  ii(  till-  Holy  'trinity  in  DiiMin.  St'cumllr,  that  h« 
rcnioveil  thu  iiionkl  who  |H>rfiiriiic<l  thu  "Hlcei  of  uiil  ciiiirch, 
■nd  lh.it  h«  ivfiiwi)  to  rvci'ivu  tlioM  who  wur»  willing  to 
rvtiirn.  Ami  thlnlly,  li«  mliN,  "  I  liiivu  nUo  huanl,  that  you 
ciiuM  tin-  <r'i«<  to  1x1  uiirrii"!  iH-fiprc  jou  on  tliu  way,  which,  if 
Iriin,  I  I'oiiiiimiMl  you  not  to  rvitiTiitf;  bir  lliiii  privilcKu  iloel 
nut  Uilon^  toiiiiyotiK  cxci'liKnuii  i>i'clilil>nn|i,wliii  liiin  Ih-uii  con- 
liruicd  with  tiiu  jmll  liv  the  Idiinaii  |Hinlill  Nor  ia  it  fit,  that  hy 
any  |iri'iiuiii|iliiiii  ri'liitivu  1^1  iniuiual  thin){,yiiu  •hnnlil  ap|ioar 
ruiimrknlili'  or  n'|>rclii'niiin1t'  iHiloro  inun.'*  Thit  Icttor  wa* 
iliructi'il  to  MiilcliuH,  then  lii»lio|i  of  Walcrfuni,  uithilireiHiona 
ti)  ilcliviT  it  in  |»tnion  to  Sninncl,  anil  cximttiilule  with  him  on 
thu  iMi|iro|irii'ty  of  tliiw!  nliiiict'  Thii  i'|>i<tltf  tliiia  conveyed 
in  fwlhurly  tiirinii,  hud  lliu  denircd  <-llt-cl,  imd  Saniuul  iircsidud 
ovur  iho  mm  of  Diililin  until  hia  dcuth,  nhiuh  occurred  on  the 
tthofJuly.A.D  1121  t  1^' 

TiiK  IKK  uv  WATi-arotin  .wai  fnunda<l  in  the  cUventh 
century,  MiU'iiua  buiiif^  viecteil  itK  lirat  binliiip  hy  |h«  cicruy 
and  |H'nplii  of  timt  city;whiidi  election  wua  approved  of  uy 
Murl<%'li  O'llrian,  then  kiii){  of  Irelund,  liy  Diininnld,  binhop 
iif  (!iiahel,  and  hv  avvenil  iiilier  prelnlea  of  thu  kingdom. 
According  to  Kailnier  and  oilier  contem|Kiniry  autlmriliea, 
MnleliU!!  wan  n  niilive  uf  Ireland,  and  had  H|ient  acverul  yeurt 
aa  a  llenedictiiie  monk  at  VVinck'eHtrr.}  Altliou^h  Wuturl'ord 
had  been  founded  liy  the  Daiiea  aiid  »a>  atill  in  the  (Aiaaeaaion 
of  tlmt  |M'o|ile,  vet  it  upjivara  to  have  lieun  at  thii  time  iiubject 
to  Murto){li.  The  inhaliitniiia,  deiiiromi  to  follow  the  exaui|ilu 
uf  their  counlryinen  in  Dublin,  prop<i8e<l  that  Malchua  ahuuld 
bo  consecrated'  in  (Canterbury ;  for  which  purpose  they  peti- 
tioned Murtofih  O'Hriaii,  ret|U('iitinf>  that  lie  wuuld  unite  with 
them  in  a  letter  to  that  ellect.  To  this  re<|Ui>st  Murto^ih 
asaenteil,  and  in  I  ()*,)(■  iMulehua  repaired  to  Knghind  bvariiiK 
with  him  a  letter  for  Anselni,  and  (o  which  the  king  anil 
several  liiiiho|»  had  uniivxed  their  aifjiiaturea.  After  stutinu 
in  this  eiiiallu  the  many  apirilual  disadviintugea  under  which 
the  people  of  Wuterfurd  Hvru  placed,  in  nut  having  a  bishop 

•  I'uhtr,  Hyl.  39.      t  Ware'i  lluUo|«.      ;  F^ailnwr'a  Hirt.  Nov.  L  t 
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raiding  kmonffit  tliem,  they  concluilo  in  tlieMj  wordii :  "  There- 
fore, wo  (the  cltTjry  und  the  |HK)[>loof  the  town  of  Waterford), 
togetlicr  with  our  king,  Murtii^h,  the  biiihop  Uoinnald*  and 
I)orinad  uiir  duko,  brother  of  the  king,  have  choacn  thii 
priest,  Mnlehiu,  n  monkof  the  bishop  Walchelin  of  Winchester, 
very  well,  known  to  us,  of  nol>lo  birth  and  mojnis,  versed  in 
■|KMtolicnl  and  ecclesiastical  discipline,  ami  in  faith  a  Catholic." 
Accordingly  Malchns  was  consecrated  by  Ansclm  ot  Canter- 
bury, on  the  2(*lh  of  December,  lO'Jfi,  littlph,  bishop  of 
(Chichester,  and  Gumlulph,  bishop  of  Rochester,  being  the 
assistant  biiihops.t  His  profession  of  obedience  rani  thus: 
"  I,  Malcliiis,  elected  for  the  Churcli  of  Waterford,  and  to  bo 
consecrated  bishop  by  thee,  Uovcrend  Father  Ansolm,  arch- 
bishop of  the  holy  Church  of  Canterbury,  and  primate  of  all 
'Dritain,  dn^proinis*  that  I  will  observe  canonical  obedience  in 
all  things  to  thee  ami  to  all  thy  suoccssoni."  Shortly  after  his 
consecration,  Malehus,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Danes,  erected 
a  splendiil  cathedral  in  Waterford,  and  dedicatetl  it  to  the 
Holy  Trinity.  This  cathedral  was  endowed  by  king  John  in 
the  commencement  of  the  thirteenth  century,  at  which  time 
also  its  dean  and  canons  had  been  instituted;  biA  the  posses- 
sions ('xpressed  in  the  charter  were  not  confirmed  until  the 
tiiao  of  |H)po  Innocent  HI.,  a.d  12104 

I'liK  SKE  OF  Akopebt  had,  according  to  the  annals  of 
Innisfallen,  l>een  governeil  by  bishops  in  the  eleventh  century, 
yet  its  origin  remains  involved  in  great  obscurity.  Some 
writers  have  named  Krt,  the  muster  of  St.  Brendan,  as  luving 

{)residcd  over  it  in  the  sixth  century ;  they  have  not,  however, 
)een  able  to  support  Aeir  opinion,  and  hence  the  subject 
remains  wrapt  up  in  much  uncertainty.  Had  Ardfert  been 
cstabliiilied  as  a  permanent  see  in  the  days  of  St.  Brendan,  it 
is  singularly  unaccountable  that  not  even  one  of  its  prelates 
had  been  named  from  that  time  down  to  the  eleventh  century, 
including  a  priod  of  about  five  hundred  years.  There  had, 
in  all  prol>abilily,  been  Ibmo  bishop  residing  in  Ardfert 
dliring  that  intermediate  time,  without  having  cither  a  regular 
succession  or  a  |>ermanenlly  established  see,  as  had  been  the 
case  in'Swords,  Lusk,  Clondidkin,  and  other  places.  When, 
however,  the  Danish  people  of  Dublin  and  of  Waterford  ha<( 
procured  for  themselves  a  bishop,  it  may  be  reasonably  sup- 
posed that  the  Irish,  who  inhabited  this  extensive  portion  of 
the  south,  felt  considerable  solicitude  for  obtaining  a  similar 
advantage.    At  all  eveiits  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Ardfert 

*  Bishop  itf  Cuhtil.  t  Ware  BMbu]M.  {  Wara  Aiiti<i-  c.  sxix. 
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h«(i  bo«n  placvil  under  the  ailminiatration  of  a  bishop  at  the 
iH>rioil  of  which  we  are  now  treating.  Dcnnot  Mac-Mel- 
lirenain  was  bishop  of  Arclfert  about  the  middle  of  the 
eleventh  century.  This  prelate  governe<l  the  sec  until  1075, 
in  which  year  he  die<f,  and  was  succeeded  by  Magrath 
O'Honan,*  whoso  incumbency  continued  until  lOUU,  when  lie 
was  Burceede<l  by  Mac-Uonan.  This  latter  prelate  has  be^n 
•tyled  bi.^liop  of  Kerry,  and  was  present  at  the  synod  of  Kelts, 
in  llSa.t 

The  history  of  the  monastic  establisliments  presents,  in 
general,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  eleventh  century,  one 
frightful  scene  of  |)illago  and  destruction.  In  1016  the 
Danes,  uniler  their  kuig  Sitric,  plundered  Kildare,  Glendaloch, 
Clonard,  Hwords,  and  Armagli.f  The  island  of  Arran  of  the 
Saints,  in  which  stoodthe  celebrated  establishment  of  St.  Enda, 
was  taken  by  the  Danes  of  Limerick,  and  that  ancient  monas- 
tery, withits  church,  library,  and  schools,  was  levelled  to  the 
groun<l.§  Ardbraccan,  Ardfert,  and  Lismore,  were  pillaged 
three  times  within  the  lapse  of  one  year;  whilo  the  monastery 
of  Cloninncnois  was  plundered  and  almost  demolished  no  less 
than  tliirleen  times  during  tho  eleventh  century  ||  Amidst 
these  awful  scenes,  the  u.tual  duties  of  these  institutions  must, 
at  least  for  a  time,  have  been  suspended ;  however,  many  of 
tho  other  establishments  had  been  suffered  to  continue  in  com- 
parative tran()uillity.  When,  nt  length,  these  Northmen  had 
been  in  a  miinnor  humanized  by  the  inlluence  of  religion,  and 
when  law  and  justice  began  to  be  known  and  resnecVid 
amongst  them,  these  retreats  of  sanctity  were  no  longer 
molested,  un<l  the  customary  instructions  were  imparted  to 
students,  both  natives  and  foreigners,  as  amply  as  they  had 
been  in  precc<ling  ages — f 


CHAPTER  III. 

IteliKioui  and  Ijterary  Ohmractera  of  tho  Elovonth  Centuiy— 
(ienoral  Obmjrvatioiu. 

NoTWiTHSTANDiiio  the  melancholy  state  of  the  nation,  the 
Irish  Church  had,  in  the  eleventh  century,  been  distinguished 
for  enlightened  ecclesiastics;  and  among  these  shall  be  noticed, 
in  the  first  place,  the  pious  and  learned  Mariards  Scotds, 
generally  styled  tlie  chronographer.      ^  * 

*  AbdaU  u(  IiniufAl,  A.  107.V       t  Wxro  BUhona.        X  Annalti  of  InniafaL  : 
I  Annahof  MiiiuUir.  II  Tr.  Th  |>.  933;  Four  MsAera. 
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This  eminent  man  wns  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  horn  in 
the  year  1028.*  IJeiiig  desirous  lo  retire  from  the  world  and 
to  devote  himself  to  study  and  f>rgiyer,  Murlanus  entered  thtf 
monastery  of  Clonnrd  in  1UA2,  in  which  eelehrated  establish- 
ment he  rontinued  for  four  years.  Influenced  l>y  the  example 
of  many  of  hi*  countrymen,  Marlanns,  at  length,  formed  the 
desi);n  of  withdrawing  for  ever  fr<iin  his  native  country. 
Afireeahly  to  this  resolution,  he  arrived  at  Coloj»ne  in  lOSii, 
and  soon  after  joined  the  Irish  niimks  of  St.  Martin  in  that 
city.  Here  ho  remained  until  I05H,  almut  which  time,  having 
U-en  ordained  priest  at  Wnrtzbnrgli,  he  removed  to  Pader- 
born  anil  from  thence  to  Kiilila.f  It  is  most  probable  that 
this  had  been  the  place  in  which  he  collected  and  arranged 
the  materials  for  his  Chronicle;  a  work  which,  in  its  kind,  far 
surpasses  anything^  which  the  middle  ages  have  produced. 
For  the  purpose  of  completing  it,  he  became  a  recluse  for  ten 
vears,  ami  although  immured  in  study  and  shut  out  from  all 
human  intercourse,  yet  the  fame  of  his  virtues  and  of  his 
extraorilinary  learning,  made  ita  way  beyonil  the  solitary  cell, 
and  among  his  ailniirers  were  many  of  the  most  distinguished 
prelates  of  that  country.  Atjlengtli  this  extraordinary  man 
was  brought  from  his  favourite  retirement  by  orders  of  the 
bishop  of  Mentz  and  the  abbot  of  Fulda,  and  in  10<i9,  he 
renioveil  to  Mentz,  where,  as  hu  himself  expresses  it,  he  was 
again  shut  up,  on  the  10th  of  July  in  that  year.  Marianiis 
remained  in  Mentz  until  lOHti,  in  wliich  year  he  died,  and  was 
buried  in  the  church  o#"St.  Martin  beyon<l  the  walls  of  that 
city.t  Ilesiiles  bis  Chronicle,  which  he  had  brought  down  to 
bis  own  time,  and  which  has  been  continued  to  a.d  1200  by 
Dodecliin,  abbot  of  St.  Uesibod,  Marianus  has  writtcnS 
'J/ie  Uurmony  of  the  Kvomielittt,  of  the  Universal  Account,  on 
the  great  I'aschal  Cycle,  Amendments  to  Uimiysius,  a  limviary 
on  St.  Luke,  Annotations  on  the  Scriptures,  Letters  oT Exhor- 
tation, Coinineiitaries  on  the  I'salms,  Annotations  on  all  the 
Kpistles  of  St.  I'aul,  together  with  a  copy  of  said  Epistles 
transcribed  by  himself,  which  is-fxtant  in  the  imperial  library 
of  Vienna. II 

*  It  is  rather  nuiiifitiig  t>  witness  tlie  gravity  with  which  some  Scotch  ivriten 
prctcnil  U)  maintiiiii  that  MiiriuiiUM  .Scotus  wax  a  Uritisb  Hcot.  that  is,  occuM- 
inf;  to  lUDtlorn  phmMMilo^,  a  Sc<it*'hlnau.  Amonc  thcoe,  Mackenzie  appealii  to 
have  hariillctl  the  siilij^'ct  with  real  coiDjMMlire  ami  thiwiiright  earnestneKt  in  his  S 
I.tpu  of  Ikt  M'ritert  uj  tJkt  Scutt  Miiliim.  However,  Flurcuuu  of  \V(ireeBt«r,  wlio 
was  coDtempomry  with  MariontiN,  is  an  authurity  at  once  conehisive  ;  his 
wonts  ore:  "  IttM  anno  (1028)  natui*  eni  Marianus  UihrmrmM  Scottts,  cnjus 
stnilio  ct  Ulion!  lin'C  chronica  |tnecellens  OHt  ile  tliversis  liliris  oouluuata." 
I>u|iiii,  Uureri.  IfaltiN',  l>u  .Scriptor.  Kcclea  afTorrl  a  Hiuulor  textimuny. 

t  Plt>reiii.-euf  WuKcster.  X  Maliitlou,  Anaal.  lien.  $  Bale.  I)  Ijihbe.  CoUL  fiilx 
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Wliilo  Mariaiiiis  liuil  Ix-en  thus  einployi^d  in  Germany, 
TlOKiiNACii  O'lliiAOiN,  tlie  Uistingiiislieu  annalist  of  Ireland 
nnil  iibhot  uf  Clonniaciinls,  was  by  liis  talents  and  unwearied 
resourcli  caating  new  light  on  the  ancient  records  of  hia  owa 
eo\intry.  It  ia,  indeed,  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  liiatory 
uf  this  annalist  haa  not  been  circuuiatantiully  handed  down  to 
us.  Tigurnach  belonged  to  a  sept  which  inhabited  an  eastern 
part  of  Coiniaught,  moat  probibly  the  now  county  of  Koa- 
cnnunon  ;*  he  had  for  aome  years  been  abbot  of  Roscommon, 
and  afterwards  became  abbot  of  Clonmacnois.  It  was  in  thia 
latter  monastery  he  compiled  his  celebrated  Annala  of  Ireland, 
which  he  broiight«down  to  the  year  of  his  death,  a  d.  1088. 
Very  high  and  well-merited  encomiums  liave  proceeded  from 
the  pen  of  both  ancient  and  modern  antiquaries  on  this 
invaluable  work.f    Tigernach  died  at  Clonmacnois,  a.d.  1088. 

IIklias,  the  saintly  and  learned  abbot  of  St.  Martin's,  at 
Colognu,  was  an  Irishman,  and  flourished  in  thia  century. 
About  the  year  lOii  he  had  been  at  Kome,  and  waa  the  iiii>t 
who  had  brought  from  that  city  the  Roman  note  or  church- 
music  to  Cologne.^  Before  he  retired  to  the  continent,  Ilelius 
hail  s|)ent  some  years  in  the  monastery  ot  Alonaglun,  tlie  rigid 
discipline  of  which  ho  punctually  observe<l,  and  afterwards 
moat  strictly  enforced.  The  value  which  this  great  man  had 
placed  on  tlie  virtue  of  obedience  was  sucb,  that  when,  on  one 
occasion,  a  member  of  the  community  in  Cologne  had,  without 
asking  iierinission,  transcribed  a  neat  copy  of  the  missal  for 
the  use  of  the  monastery,  Helias  consigned  it  to  the  flames,  lest 
others,  by  following  nia  eiiample,  should  presume  in  any 
manner  to  infringe  on  the  ancient  discipline  of  the  institute.§ 
Ileliiis  was  likewise  a  learned  lecturer,  and  to  him  and  his 
coininunitv  had  society  been  indebted  for  the  transcri|itioii  of 
ecferal  vuluable  portions  ol  both  sacred  and  profane  literature. 
Having  spent  a  life  uf  mortiticatioii  and  sanctity,  he  died  at 
Cologne,  A.D.  1012. 

•louK,  the  venerable  bishop  of  Mecklenburgh,  and  apostle  of 
Sclavonia,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  flourished  in  the  inid<lle 
ofthu  eleventh  century. ||  About  the  year  1(*57,  he  arrived  in 
Germany,  and  was  soon  after  placed  over  the  see  of  Mecklen- 

-     *  Annals  of  Innief.it. 

t  Anions  otliprs,  Mr.  D'.-Mton,  yi  hid  Kasny  on  liiNb  History,  observes: 
"Thu  iN^fes  of  this  writer  (Ttgeru;u;li)  ar«  freiiiH-iitly  illttstrstMt  by  (juotations 
from  I.,»tin  ami  (iroek  aiithois;  as,  v.  ^'.  |{«>rat-u,  Virgil,  IMiny,  i^iisubius, 
Origcii,  St.  .K'rouio,  Jutiiis  Afneotitis,  Au;tt4iliius  Betle,  etc  ,  whoin  ho  not  only 
tjnotes  witb  .aci'iiriiey,  1>ut  frequently  balances  and  euutrosta  their  authority 
with  ninch  critical  acumen." 

{  MabilKiu,  at  A.  lUS"*.  i  Florence  of  \Vorcot*ter.  II  Fleury,  L  61. 
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burgh  by  Adalbert,  arrhbiahop  of  Bremen.  The  Vandala  and 
tlio  Veniili,  who  inhabited  thut  part  of  ancient  Sclavonia 
which  lien  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Vistula,  were  at  this 
time  na^ns;  thither,  therefore,  John  went  to  preach  the 
Ouii|)el  in  IU(>2,  After  having  traversed  the  greater  part  of 
that  track  leu  region,  and  having  visited  their  principal  towns^ 
in  which  he  converted  great  multitudes,  John  at  length 
luHcrcd  niartyrdom  at  lietnre,  their  capital,  Uy  the  ordere  of 
a  pagan  governor  he  was  first  cast  into  prison,  an<l  after  having 
endured  a  viirioly  of  torture,  was  nt  length  beheaded  about 
the  year  10G5.  Adam  of  Urcmen,  Trithemius,*  and  other 
writers,  make  honourable  mention  of  this  martyr,  and  he  has 
been  always  considered  the  apostle  and  |>atron  of  tliat  ancient 
and  extensive  territory. 

While  these  writers  bear  high  testimony  to  the  apostolic 
labours  and  sutVuring  of  John,  Surius,  Johannes  Stabius  and 
others  are  e(iually  ardent  in  praise  of  liis  countryman  Colman. 
This  holy  man  deimrtcd  from  Ireland  ubimt  the  year  1022 
fur  the  purpiMe  of  visiting  JerusaK'Ui.  Having*  (lerformed  his 
devotions  ut  M.eeklin,  Saltzburg,  and  other  places,  he  at  length 
arrived  ut  Stockeran,  a  small  town  .in  the  eiutcrn  territory  of 
Norica,  now  l^ower  Austria.  At  that  time  the  Austriana 
were  ut  war  with  the  Moravians,  and  so  furious  had  been  the 
S|)irit  with  which  hostilities  had  been  carried  on,  that  no 
quartera  were  given  on  either  side.  Colman  hail  scarcely 
reached  Stockenin,  when  he  was  seized  as  a  spy  employed  by 
the  Moravian  party,  and  although  he  persisted  in  declaring  his 
iiniocence,  andl^luid  given  a  true  account  of  himself,  ho  was, 
nevertheless,  cast  into  prison,  and  afterwards  put  to  death. 
Several  contemporary  chroniclers  bear  testimony  to  the  miracles 
which  had  been  wrought  through  the  intercession  of  this  saint, 
and  particularly  in  the  place  where  ho  sutfurcil.  About  three 
years  after,  Henry,  marquis  of  Austria,  caused  the  body  to  bo 
removed  to  Medhcuni  (Meick),  wh£n  it  was  found  entire,  and 
deposited  with  great  solemnity  in  St.  Peter's  Church  in  tliat 
town,  on  the  7tli  of  October,  a.d.  1025.t  This  saint  has  been 
styled  the  patron  of  Lower  Austria,}  and  his  name  occurs  in 
the  Roman  martyrology  at  the  13th  of  October. 

The  ancient  annals  of  Ireland  furnish  a  long  catalogue  of 
eminent  teachers,  who,  during  the  eleventh  century,  had  given 
instructions  at  Clonard,  Clonmacnois,  and  other  e9tabliahmenta.§ 

'  Chroo.  ll)G^         t  .MahUloo,  Auiul  Bta.        t  Cui(!*n,  AA.  Sa  p.  105. 

8  Aidiu,  l>uh<ii>,  Hchulaiitic.  ami  pmfisiiiior  »t  Armagh,  died  A.I).  1005. 
0'KlBna}{an,  chnmogTa|)hur aiul  antiqiuryof  Ireland,  dieil  A.I>.  1004.  Crichen, 
biohup  ami  k-cttmr  uf  thoulog^-  at  Armagh,  died  A.l>.  1011.    Kentelad,  achbe 
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or  tliene  profesnore  we  have  nothing  rccoriled  rove  a  lengthened 
lilt  of  ngmea,  accoin|wnicd  by  sumo  occasional  epithet  which 
serves  only  to  indicate  their  merit.  Imperfect,  however,  and 
iinaatia factory  aa  thia  catalogue, — this  rcniimnt  of  former  daya 
may  app<'nr,  it  furni.shcs  ample  and  undeniable  evidence,  that 
the  cultivation  of  letters  had,  in  this  age,  been  carefully 
attended  to  in  Ireland ;  when,  a»  is  well  known,  it  had  been 
disregarded  and  almost  totally  neglected  in  many  of  the  other 
kingdoms  of  Eurojie. 

The  legal  eccle»iastieal  tribute,  usually  denominated  "  the 
law  of  St.  I'utrick,"  took  its  rise  from  certain  imlitical  events 
connected  with  the  local  government  of  Hugh  Ollain,  monarch 
of  Ireland  in  the  eighth  century.  If  the  observations,  which 
we  have  already  ventured  to  offer  on  that  subject,  would  teem 
to  rei|uire  any  further  illustration,*  let  the  history  of  the  see 
of  Armagh  during  the  eleventh  century  bo  produced,  and  the 
truth  of  these  positions  can  be  no  longer  disputecl.  The  union 
of  any  ecclesiastical  establishment  with  temporal  power  must 
engender  materials  which  at  one  time  or  other  wdl  explode; 
and  again,  a  church  overburdened  with  riches,  and  arrayed  in 
worldly  pomp,  instead  of  being  beneficial,  will  be  an  evil,  anil 
must  at  length  be  the  fruitful  source  of  some  dreadful  catuv 
trophe.  In  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  centuries,  when  the 
Church  of  Ireland  was  comparatively  poor,  and  dejiendcd  on 
the  voluntary  but  sufficient  donations  of  the  faithful,  we  had 

fmictical  religion,  and  Ireland  was  a  land  of  saints.  Scarcely, 
lowever,  hail  this  same  Cliurcli  been  brought  into  contact  with 
the  riding  imwer,— scarcely  had  the  tide  of  mammon  set  in, 
when  the  frightful  inundation,  drifting  on  its  surface  every- 
thing sacred  and  veneriibkv|oon  ruse  to  the  threshold  of  the 
sanctuary,  and  the  temple  of  peace  was  at  once  converted  into 
a  scene  of  anarchy  a'nu  desolation.  The  Church  of  Armagh 
had  her  saints  in  the  days  of  holy  poverty;  while  in  opulence 
and  grandetir,  she  became  a  sacrilegious  monopoly  in  the  hands 

anil  letiturcr  of  plulnsophy  at  Armajjh,  Aivd  A.D.  1012.  Duncbad,  flchoUatic 
aiifl  pntfi'Wior  at  (.'limuiacnniH,  did  x.D,  hHt5.  Tatbaaacb,  philu8ii|»her  and 
luctiirvr  lit  ( 'Itinmacnoiis  liiiil  A.l>  KNNt.  Mac-L'etlioiiin,  styletl  tfae  wisest 
ducttirof  the  wot,  tatiKht  at  Armagh,  and  diinl  A,lt,  Kt^tO.  Mu'ltxlar,  avholaatic 
and  lec'tiirer  at  Killacliid,  ilird  A.li.  I0.'l*i.  Corcran,  ttio  leariitnl  thtrttliigiaii  of 
LiMtioru,  taiij^bt  tborv,  and  <lir<l  A.D.  IIMO.  l^tngwch,  tbe<>b>>^an  and  leiiturer 
at  ( 'lonani,  dic<l  a.d.  Uyi'i-  O'Ualluu,  scbolastic  and  profeHaor  at  Umorea,  dicnl 
A,l),  11^7.  Kioran,  atthoLiatic  and  It-ctnrvr  uf  Kt'llit,  dicil  a.i>.  llkGl.  Mac- 
Itttriubol,  afliolnHtic  ami  Itvtun'r  of  Kildare,  diwl  a.i»,  lUC'i  O'Ctuthoeain, 
BcbuUittic  and  pntli-nKor  at  Anuagh,  diml  A.l>.  1071.  Conuhobraii.  Hcribe  and 
Icvtiitvr  of  f;]t'nnuii.<M^n,  died  A.l>  10H2  Mtoliosa  O'Brolcan,  whom  (be  Annala 
of  Innisfalleu  Htyle  "  tbe  most  vunerablc  man  iu  Ireland;  the  moat  learned  uf 
bis  day  in  wimltmi  and  sciunee,"  died  A,u.  1084), 
*  See  cent  ix,  c  il 
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of  irreliKions  nnd  scaiidnlnus  uaiirpon.  Nor  are  tlmo  direful 
eilecte  of  overgrown  cccle.iiiisticul  wealth  to  be  discovered  ex- 
clusively in  the  Church  of  Ireland;  tlicy  inny  bo  tmceil  in  the 
history  of  every  nation  on  enrth.  VVhnt  pave  rise  to  Ariiin 
hliMphomieii  and  Greek  Bchisin?  WImt  ilisl);;ured  Qermany 
with  wars  ami  hlood«liPil,an<l  disgraced  Franco  with  infidelity 
and  revolution?  and  what  brought  towering  ambitious  npiriti 
into  the  sanctuary  of  tnysteries,  and  afterwards  transformed 
thcin  into  blu8|ilienicr8  and  hcrcsiarclis?  The  truth,  therefore, 
of  that  general  principle  which  has  been  placcil  at  the  head  of 
these  brief  remarks,  rests  on  undoubted  historical  evi<lence, — it 
becomes  in  reality  a  moral  axiom;  and  it  is  certain  that  an 
ecclesiiutical  establishmentbound  u|i  with  stale  |)olicy,  or  ovor- 
burdcneil  with  wealth,  must  at  length  give  rise  to  some  dread- 
ful explosion,  in  which  religion  will  inevitably  sufler,  while 
both  individual  prosperity  and  national  indepoudencu  may,  in 
■II  probability,  be  swept  away  for  ever. 

Among  the  princi|ial  interesting  objects  contemplated  in 
this  analysis  of  Irish  ecclesiastical  history,  the  superior  bene- 
fits arising  from  public  gratuitous  education  have  been  pointed 
out  with  particular  attention.  A  revision,  therefore,  of  tiiis 
most  important  subject  may  not  be  deemed  improper  in  this 
place.  It  may  recall  to  our  minds  the  character  of  the  ages 
over  which  wo  |jjm)  travelled,  and  at  the  samo  time  it  will 
servo  to  throw  neWn^ht  on  maiiy  of  the  historical  events  of 
succeeding  centuries.  In  the  first  place,  public  gratuitous 
education,  aideil  by  a  priesthood  humble  and  disengaged  from 
the  worlil,  was  one  of  the  principal  ordinary  moans  by  which 
the  conversion  of  Ireland  had  been  eU'ected.  Secondly,  the 
same  gratuitous  education  filled  the  monastery  with  scholars, 
supplied  tho  niission  with  an  enlightened  clerj'y,  caused  reli- 
gion to  appear  in  its  loveliness,  made  its  counsels  lie  embraced 
by  multituiles,  and  transformed  the  country  into  a  land  of 
penitents  and  saints.  Thirdly,  it  created  a  high  national  repu- 
tation for  Ireland ;  it  bruught  the  distant  stranger  to  our  shores ; 
it  sent  him  home,  with  a  mind  enlightened  by  knowledge, 
nnd  a  heart  wanned  with  gratitude ;  and  it  elicited  manv  a 
lofty  nnd  nivll-iuerited  panegyric  in  favour  of  our  country 
from  some  of  the  most  ilistingnished  writers  of  Europe.  And, 
fourthly,  it  emboldened  the  Irish  ecclesiastic  to  leave  his 
native  land,  and  to  encounter  the  ililhcullies  of  a  foreign  mis- 
sion; it  made  some  of  them  the  apostles  of  nations,  and  others 
the  revivers  of  literature.  For  these  reasons  it  was  that  tho 
ancient  fathers  of  the  Irish  Church  had  been  so  very  solicitous 
in  upholding  the  noble  system  of   public   gratuitous  educa- 
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lion.  Hence,  likowiae,  it  wun,  that  each  monniitcry  had  been 
B  aominary  of  Icnrninf;,  and  that  tljcsc  rstnblishincntii  were 
churiilied  and  voni'ruted  l>y  alt  that  nn»  grrnt  nr  virtnoua  in 
tliu  lan<l.  Nor  did  edncatinn  and  litcriittirc  cenKU  in  Ireland 
cvdn  in  those  anjrry  iliiys,  when  tlio  storm  rolled  in  nil  its  fury, 
and  when  socioty  iirescnted  the  np|)»ininco  of  one  tottering 
crumbling  ninss  of  ruin  I)i,iriiig  tho  higlioHt  rnfiu  of  Diinisn 
power,  the  literary  establishincnlii  were  not  totally  deserted; 
many  of  the  ancient  schools  of  the  kingdom  were  frequented, 
and  wo  find  tluit  even  at  the  close  of  the  eleventh  century, 
Armagh  was  still  ihu  great  literary  rendezvous  of  foreign 
sluilents,  anil  jiarticularly  of  Englishmen.  Such  had  be(;n  the 
progress  of  education  unto  this  |>eriod :  whether  it  advanced 
or  WHS  sull'erud  to  decline  in  after  times,  the  reader  will  be 
best  enabled  to  j  uilge  from  a  perusnl  of  the  subsequent  pages. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Cdmu,  anhbishnp  of  Annligh— Synixld  of  (Tnteacll  and  lUtli-Br««MU — St, 
MiJiKliy,  !»iHliif|nif  (,V)nuor — Trnntilatei)  to  Aniuiah — Hiii«|M«tolictalioiira — 
Syiiml  <if  KfILt-  t>iiitri)>iitioii  of  ttia  I'alliiiiDii-  lu'nry  II — MoaiiB  t>ui)>l(iytHl 
by  tlmt  luonarcli  t<>  ulitaiii  tlit)  bull  of  Ailriaii  1\.  — Kn^luih  ItiTaaion — 
HtruiiKlHiw  laiidn  in  Irulanil  -Arrival  of  Jl<Miry  11.  at  Waterford - Wynod 
of  L'luthel — (.'aniinal  Vivian  and  the  Nynod  »»f  Dublin- Ht  LanranOB 
OToole,  iFfllato  apotttoliu-  -.lohn  Cumin,  arebbiabop  of  Dublin— Conveuca 
a  liynoil -Allan  O'Mulloy  and  (iiraldiis  (.'anibrcnNis  -  TraiiHlatiori  of  the 
n<inaiiui  of  .Sta.  Patrit-k,  Brigid,  and  ('obmibkill — 8tate  of  the  Church  of 
Irulaiid  at  the  clone  of  the  twelfth  century. 


The  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  the  political  events  of  the  twelfth 
century  form  a  new  and  important  era  in  the  annals  of  the 
Cliiiroli  of  Ircliinil.  Uiirini;  the  Danish  invasions,  conipre- 
hcnillng  a  period  of  more  than  two  hundred  years,  one  scene 
of  terror  was  followed  by  another  in  rapid  succession,  while 
the  interests  of  religion,  as  it  is  natural  to  expect,  had  been 
grievously  atl'ocled  j  however,  in  the  year  1  UK)  the  darkened 
storm  seemed  at  length  to  subside,  and  a  pros|>cct  more  bright 
and  cheering  appears  once  more  to  open  upon  our  view.  In 
the  year  1105,  Celsus  was  archbishop  of  Armilgh.*  This 
leurneil  and  gooil  man,  having  been  the  grandson  of  Moeliosa 
of  Armngb,  was  consequently  a  member  of  the  family  by 
which  tlmt  see  had  been  so  monopolized,!  The  scandal  wliicli 
these  intruders  had  for  so  many  years  occasioned,  wus  a  subject 
of  nmcli  uneasiness  to  Celsus;  and  accordingly,  after  his  con- 
secration on  the  23rd  of  Septendier  in  said  year,  lie  entered  on 
his  ministry,  with  a  firm  resolve  of  putting  an  end  to  this 
system  of  vile  and  uncanonical  usur|)atit>n.  For  this  pur^iose 
he  undertook,  in  lUUl,  a  general  visitation  of  the  province  of 
I'Istor,  in  which  district,  as  being  more  contiguous  to  Armagh, 
and  under  the  immediate  influence  of  the  pseudo-prelates,  a 
greater  laxity  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  had,  in  seems,  pre- 
vailed. Here  he  catechised,  preached  and  laboured ;  and  the 
counsels  which  ho  delivered  derived  new   eflioacy   from  the 

•  Tr,  TIl  p.  'J!KI.  t  See  Mat  <i,  chap.  U. 
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example  of  liis  own  diarity  and  dUinterestednoss.  From  the 
north  CuUus  directed  hiii  coarse  to  Munatcr  and  Connaught, 
the  ontiru  of  which  (irovinces  he  visited,*  and  then  returned 
tu  Armagh,  contiduiit  that  Providence  woutd,  in  the  proper 
MHUon,  crown  his  labours  with  success. 

Cclsus  Imd,  during  his  visitation,  svcn  the  necessity  of  two 
essentially  ini|>orlant  nieusures.  The  Hrst  was  the  convocation 
of  a  national  nyniid,  in  which  the  actual  state  of  the  IrishCliurch 
might  bo  reguliirly  taken  iiito  consideration.  The  second  was 
the  apiwiiitnicnt  of  an  archbishop  for  the  southern  half  of 
Ireland,  and  who,  besides  being  an  assistant  tu  liim,  would, 
moreover,  have  the  responsible  governinent  of  that  extensive 
portion  of  the  country.  These  measures,  expedient  and  salu- 
tary as  they  had  been,  met  at  once  with  the'  concurrence,  not 
only  of  the  prelates  of  the  kingdom,  but  also  of  Murtogli 
O'Brien,  then  monarch  uf  Irolund. 

Accordingly,  in  the  year  1111,  a  general  national  synod 
was  held  at  a  place  culled  FiadU-mac-Aengusa  (Usneach), 
now  the  hilt  of  Usney,  in  the  barony  of  Uuthconrath  and 
county  of  Westmeath.^  At  this  synod,  Celsus  the  primate 
attended,  together  with  Moelmury  O'Dunain,  archbishop  of 
Cashel,  and,  according  to  the  Annals  of  Innisfallen,  "  filly 
other  bisho^M,  three  hundred  and  seventeen  priests,  one  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  deacons,  and  a  vast  number  of  clergy  of 
inferior  degree."  Murtogli  O'Hrien,  the  monarch,  was  also 
present,  and  all  the  princes  of  his  kingclom.  Ijn^ides  the 
revision  which  the  existing  ecclesiastical  discipline  of  Ireland 
had  undergone  in  this  synod,  and  the  sanction  of  new  laws 
for  the  regulation  of  the  clergy  nnd  people,  a  most  important 
measure  na<l  been  efiucted,  by  raising  the  diocese  of  Cashel 
to  the  rank  uf  an  nrchiepiscopal  and  metropolitan  see;  yet 
with  this  condition,  that  it  was  to  be  subordinate  to  the 
prinuktiar  one  of  Armagh. {    Donutus  O'lleinc,  the  predecessor 


of  Moelmurry,  had   enjoyed   that  title  at  the  clbse  of  tin 

led 
royi 

the  kings  of  Munster,  to  the  Church.§     Nevertheless,  it  was 


leventli  century.      It  was  still   further  confirmed  in  llOll 
when  Murtogh  made  over  Cashel,  hitherto  the  royal  seat  of 


but  a  mere  honorary  ap|ielIation,  a  certain  mark  of  prece- 
dency, without  having  any  metru|iolitan  authority  or  canonical 
jurisdiction  annexed  to  it.  Uuwcver,  by  this  act  of  Celsus 
and  the  synod,  together  with  the  subsequent  contirmution  of 
innocent  II.,  Cashel  became  in  reality  an  archiepiscoixil  see; 

•  Tr.  Th.  p.  299.  t  lil.  ;  Four  \:ut>>n. 
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the  archbiahop  of  which  wai  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
■outh  or  southern  half,  while  the  nriinate  reserved  to  himself 
the  northern  half,  together  with  the  prihiatial  authority  over 
all  Ireland.*  From  the  decrees  passed  at  this  synod,  the 
most  salutary  effects  were  soon  visihle,  and  the  Church  of 
Ireland  at  length  enjoyed  repose,  while  its  clergy  were  busily 
employed  in  repairing  those  breaches  which  discipline  and 
morality  had  undergone  during  the  distracted  affairs  of  the 
last  two  centuries. 

CelsuB  was  still  intent  on  further  improvements.  The 
nnmbor  of  small  or  minor  sees  to  which  the  usages  of  former 
years  had  given  rise,  was  soon  found  to  have  been  the  cause 
of  much  niconveniencc.  To  remedy  this,  by  forming  a 
regular  division  of  dioceses,  and  marking  out  the  respective 
boundaries  of  each,  Cclsus  convened  another  synod  in  1118 
at  llath-Ureasail,  now  Clanbrassil,  in  the  (^unty  of  Armagh.f 
Gilbert  had  been  bishop  of  Limerick  m\\p  1106,  and  some 
time  aftor  was  appointed  legate  apostolic  fey  Ireland  by  pope 
Pascal  Il.t  In  this  capacity  he  presided  at  tlie  synod,  at 
which  were  also  present  Celsus,  Mceliosa,  archbishop  of  Caaliel, 
and  a  number  of  other  bishops  and  clergy  of  various  ranks. 
According  to  the  decrees  of  this  synod,  the  number  of  dioceses 
in  Irelanu  was  reduced  to  twenfy-1'our,  besides  Dublin,  which 
was  still  left  subject  to  Canterbury.  Twelve  of  these  sees 
were  in  the  northern  hstlf,  subject  to  the  archbishop  of 
Armagh;  the  remaining  twelve  were  in  the  south,  subject  to 
the  archbishop  of  CaaheX  The  order  in  which  they  are  placed 
is  OS  follows:  In  Ulster  were  five  sees,  viz.,  Clogher,  Ardsrath 
(Ardstraw,  county  of  Tyrone),  Derry,  Connor,  and  Down. 
In  Connaught  five,  viz.,  Tuam,  Clonfert,  Cong  (in  the  county 
of  Mayo),  Killala,  onil  Ardcarn  (in  the  county  of  Roscom- 
mon). Ill  Mcath  were  the  sees  of  Duleek  and  Clonard,  and 
which  henceforth  were  to  be  the  only  (lermanent  sees  in  that 
territory.  These  twelve  sees  were  placed  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  archbishop  of  Armagh.  The  twelve  subject  to 
Cashol  were:  In  Muiister— Lismore,  Watcrford,  Cork,  llath- 
maighe,  Deisgirt  (Ardfert),  Limerick,  Killnloo,  and  Emly; 
and  in  Lcinster  —  03sory,§  Leighlin,  Kildare,  Glendalough, 
and  Fem.s.||  It  apiwars,  likewise,  by  an  act  of  this  synod, 
"that  the  revenues  of  the  clergy  and  the  church-lands 
were  confirmed  to  the  several  bishops  of  Ireland  for  the 
maintenance  and  support  of  the  episcopal  cliaracter;  which 

*  St.  B«nun),  loc  oit  +  Tr.  Th.,  p.  20.1.  t  Sco  chap  iL 

§  In  Koatiog's  lut  the  iee  is  called  Kilkenny.  II  Keating,  b.  2. 
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laiidi  were  to  be  exempted  rrom  tribute,  chief  ront«,  and.  other 
pnblio  contributiotiH,  iiid  t«  remain  in  that  alate  of  freedom 
uiid  inde|>endonco  for  ever."*  After  ■omo  other  decrees 
regarding  morals  and  discipline  had  been  enacted,  the  legate 
cloned  the  synod  hy  |>ronouncing  a  blessing  on  those  who 
nhonhl  observe  its  ordmancea,  and  on  the  otiicr  hand  a  male- 
iliction  on  such  la  should  ]>resume  to  infringe  upon  them. 

This  latter  synod  has  brought  us  to  that  ]>ortion  of  our 
national  liistury,  in  which  the  great  St.  Malachy  must  neces- 
sarily lie  introimcod.  Rugarding  the  eventful  life  of  this  holy 
man,  those  passages  only  shall  bo  here  noticed  without  whicii 
the  chain  of  historical  narrative  would  bo  unconnected  and 
incomplete;  while  a  more  circumstantial  account  of  his  apos- 
tolical labours  shall  bo  reserved  for  a  future  chapter.t 

After  Malachy  had  been  ordained  priest  by  Cclsus,  about 
the  year  112U,  ho  repaired  to  Lismore,  for  the  purpose  of 
completing  those  theological  studies  which  he  had  already 
commenced  under  the  pious  and  learned  Imar  of  Armagh. 
Meanwliile  Celsus,  whose  esteem  for  Malachy  was  very  great, 
had  to  contend  with  many  difliculties,  which  at  length  obliged 
him  to  write  tu  Lismore;  and  the  return  of  Malachy  to  liis 
native  diocese  was  the  consequence.  At  that  time  the  monas- 
tery of  Danger  was  in  ruins,  and  the  lands  belonging  to  it 
were  in  the  pouession  of  a  maternal  uncle  of  Malachy ;  thither, 
therefora,  the  \ufnt  rejtaired,  fully  determined  on  re-estab- 
lishing that  venerable  retreat  of  sanctity  and  learning.  His 
uncle,  who  afterwards  became  a  monk  in  that  establishment, 
listened  attentively  to  bis  expostulations,  and  at  once  resigned 
the  whole  concerns  iftto  his  hands.  Malachy,  however,  deem- 
ing such  ample  possofsions  at  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
Mcred|X)verty,  refused  t<)  Receive  these  lands,  and  was  cSqtent 
with  the  mere  site  on  whn^^^e.inciaut  monastery  stood.  ">In 
a  kliort  time  an  humble  c1oi(i):lMif#ia,a(|i>ratory  were  compleb 
and  thus  did  Malachy,  at  the  j|MftdLdf>.ia '^mall  community, 
establish  the  ancient  di«pipKiic()    ~ 


,  FiuV'M.  'Pw^^i  exactly  as  it  had 
been  in  former  days-t  ^    /  •  * '^^     '•    v. 

The  see  of  Connor  had  at  mis  tiiiit^*j|1127V  become  vacant. 
Malachy,  although  nnanimoosly  cboscnimnd  urgently  solicited 
to  undertake  its  government,  persisted  ia  declining  that  honor, 
until  at  length  the  absolute  cAuihiandlof  Cclsus  was  found 
nccM^y,  and  the  roasonal^ie  orders  >-«f  the  superior  wore 
instanily  followed  by  the  cheerful  acquiescence  of  the  humble 
inmatcPqf  liangor.f   Celsus,  whose  constitfltion  had  been  worn 

■  Kmliiig,  U  2.     t  Sm  cIu|i.  ui.     }  St  Iktnui,  Vit.  Mil     i  Tr.  Th.  p.  .100. 
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down  bv  caru  Biid  unremittod  labour,  had  jiredetorinined  on 
appointing  Malachy  his  ancccssor;  which  resolution  lie  put 
into  effect  in  1121),  exactly  two  yean  after  Malachy  had  been 
conaovratcd  bishop  of  Connor.     In  that  year  Celsus  died  at  a 

filaco  called  ArdiMtrick,  in  the  now  county  of  Limerick.  On 
lia  death-bed,  he  ap|K>inte<l  Malachy  hia  successor,  and  charged 
the  clorjry  who  were  present  and  the  kinK  of  Mnnsterr  in 
whoso  house  he  then  resided,  to  see  this  his  last  request  exe- 
cuted. On  this  occasion,  also,  ho  sent  to  Mulachy  his  staff  or 
crosier,  as  a  proof  of  his  most  earnest  and  dying  wishes. 

The  news  of  the  primate's  death  ha<l  scarcely  reached 
Armagh,  when  the  same  turbulent  faction,  re-commencing  the 
•ccnes  of  |iast  times,  seized  U|>on  the  title  and  temporalities  of 
the  archdiocese  and  placed  Alaurice,  the  son  of  Uomnald,  a 
lay-man,  in  the  metropolitan  chair.  So  greot  was  the  violence 
with  whii'h  this  |)arty  Imd  then  maintained  their  sacrilegiously- 
usurped  authority,  that  three  years  had  ela|Med  before  the 
legate  ajiostolic,  with  the  bishoiig  of  the  province,  had  ventured 
to  insist  on  the  translation  of  St.  Malachy.  The  saint  at  length 
complied,  yet  on  this  condition,  that  he  should,  whop  peace 
was  re-established  in  Armagh,  be  allowed  H)  return  to  his 
former  diocese  of  Connor,  or  as  he  himself  expresses  it,  "  to 
his  former  spouse  and  to  his  beloved  state  of  poverty."  Ac- 
curdinuly,  in  W'M  Malachy  removed  t(>  Armagh,  but  was 
obliged  to  reside  at  some  distance  from  the  city  until  the  death 
of  the  usurper,  which  occurre<l  hbout  two  years  afterwards.* 
It  would  be  impossible  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  the 
trials  and  sufferings  which  Malachy  had  undergone  during  the 
three  years  which  he  apentin  the  government  of  the  archi- 
episcopal  ace.  He  had,  however,  the  consolation  of  at  length 
beholding  the  happy  success  of  his  labours,  in  the  re-establish- 
mcnt  of  order,  morality  and  <liscipline,  and  above  all  in  the 
final  extinction  of  those  hereditjiry  claims  and  consequent 
abuses  by  which  that  see  had  been  so  long  ant^8o  grievously 
distracted.  Malachy,  as  already  stated,  had  resolved  to  return 
at  some  time  to  his  former  diocese  of  Connor;  wherefore,  in 
1137  he  resigned  the  see  of  Armagh,  and  undertook  the 
government  of  the  dioceso  of  Down,  with  which,  at  that  time, 
tlie  see  of  Connor  had  been  united.  The  person  whom,  with 
the  consent  of  the  clergy  and  people,  he  appointed  as  his  suc- 
cessor in  Armagh,  was  Golasius,  abbot  of  Derry  and  arch- 
deacon of  that  diucose.t 

Cashel  had  keen  raised  by  Celsus  to  the  dignity  of  an  archi- 

'  St  Benutfd,  ohft|i.  vtii.  t  A. V  88.  At  */7th  MAroh ;  tee  c1iji|k  it. 
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eiiisso{>al  see,  bnt  that  act  liad  not  an  yet  been  conCrmed  by 
the  MTereiKn  pontiff;  neither  had  that  see  nor  the  nrimatial  one 
of  Armagh  been  honoured  with  the  palliam,  by  wiiich,  in  those 
time*,  metropolitans  were  usually  distinguiahcu.  For  this  pur- 
pose Mnlnchy  undertook  a  journey  to  Konie,  and  on  his  way  visi- 
ted the  eelftbrated  monaiitcry  of  Clairvaux,  where  ho  continued 
for  some  days.  Hero  he  became  acquainted  with  St.  Ilernard,  4*>i< 
and  that  fricndsliiii  commenced  which  liad  never  i^ftcr  been  i'« 
dissolved.  When  Malaehy  arrived  at  Home,  ho  presented  Iiiin'->»|.  ^ 
■elf  to  the  sovereign  (mntilT,  then  Innocent  II.,  by  whom  h'O'' 
was  received  in  the  most  crnclous  manner.  His  holiness  was 
pIcMcil  to  contirm  the  act^oy  which  the  see  of  Cashel  had  been 
raised  to  an  arcliiepiscopal  rank ;  but  to  that  |>art  of  Malacliy's 
request  which  regarded  the  palliums  for  Armagh  and  Ca.shcl, 
the  |M)pe  replied :  "  this  is  a  matter  which  must  be  transacted 
with  great  solemnity.  Do  you,  first  summoning  the  bisho|)S 
and  clergy  and  the  cnicfs  of  your  country,  celebrate  a  national 
council,  and,  after  yo  will  all  have  agreed  on  this  point,  apply 
for  the  pallium,  and  it  shall  bo  given  to  you,"*  lie  then  ap- 
pointed nlalachy  legato  apostolic  for  all  Ireland,  an  office  now- 
vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Gillebert,  and  then  taking  the 
mitre  oil'  his  head,  tlie  iwnlifT |)laccd  it  on  that  of  Malaehy.  In 
like  manner  he  invested  him  with  the  stole  and  maniple  which 
be  usoil  when  officiating,  and  saluting  him  in  the  kiss  of  peace 
dismissed  him  with  his  benediction. 

The  many  arduous  duties  which  had  now  devolved  on 
Malaehy,  in  the  caitacity  of  legate,  allowed  him  little  leisure 
or  repose,  imtil  at  length  in  1148,  and  in  the  pontificate  of 
Eurano  III.  a  synod  was  held  .at  Ilolmpatrick,  at  which 
Malaehy  andOelasiuswero  present,  together  with  fifteen  other 
bishojis,  two  hundred  "priests,  and' a  great  number  of  the  in- 
ferior clergy.f  In  this  synod  it  w  as  agreed  to  make  the  regular 
application  for  the  piilliums,  and  for  this  purgmse  Malaehy  under- 
took a  secoiuMourney  to  Rome,  Having  arrived  at  Clairvaux, 
he  was  MClSivcd  with  joy  by  St.  Bernard;  however,  a  few 
days  after,  on  the  festival  of  St.  Luke,  he  was  sMzcd  with  a 
fever,  and  expired  in  this  monastery  on  the  2nd  of  November, 
i.D.  1148,  and  in  the  54tb  year  of  his  age  t 

The  high  veneration  in  which  St.  Malaehy  liad  been  held 
by  the  holy  abbot  of  Clairvaux,  cannot  bo  well  described.  St, 
Itcmard  preached  the  funeral  oration  on  the  day  of  the  inter- 
ment, and  delivered  a  second  panegyric  on  the  anniversary  of 
his  death.    It  is  also  highly  probable  that  St.  Bernard  com- 

*  St  Beniard,  chap.  xi.        t  Annftln  of  InnistaL        t  St  Beniarcl,  chap.  xvi. 
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■iiiinicatcd  the  intelligence  of  St.  Malachy's  death  and  the 
nnturx  of  his  iniKsion  to  Pope  Eugcniiu,  especially  ai  that 
pontilf  had  been  formerly  a  monk  at  Clairvaux  and  had  been 
w'cl^  acfiuuintcd  with  the  saint.  At  all  events,  Cardinal  I'aparo, 
accompanied  by  Christian,  bishop  of  Lismore,  then  legate 
aimstotic,  arrive<l  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1151,  bearinf;  with 
him  foiirpalliiims  for  the  metropolitan  sees  of  Armagh,  Cashel, 
Dublin,  and  Tnam. 

That  a  matter  of  such  importance  might  be  conducted  with 
becoming  solemnity,  a  national  synod  wns  convened  at  Kelts 
(in  the  county  of  Meath)  on  the  9th  of  March,  a.d.  1152.  At 
this  synod,  besides  the  cardinal,  who  presided,  and  Christian, 
bishop  of  Lismore,  then  legato  apostolic,  there  wore  also  nre- 
Bcnt  (ielasiiis,  the  primate,  Domnnhl  O'Lonergan,  archbisnop 
of  Cashel,  Gregory,  bishop  of  Dublin,  together  with  the 
bishops  of  the  following  sees:  Glendalnch,  Lcighlin,  Water- 
ford,  Kildarc,  Cork,  Clonfort,  Kerry,  Limerick,  Clonmacnois, 
Roscommon,  Achonry,  Conmacno  (Ardagh),  Kinel-Eogain 
(Ardstrath),  Connor  and  Down,  together  with  the  vicars- 
general  of  Emiy  and  Ossory ;  a  great  number  of  abbots  and 
priors  were  also  present,  find  a  vast  multitude  of  inferior 
clergy.*  When  it'  was  known  that  palliums  had  been  intended 
for  Dublin  and  Tiiam,  many  of  tlie  clergy  were  much  dis- 
'  satisfied,  and  particularly  those  who  belonged  to  the  dioceses 
of  Armagh  and  Down.t  This  circumstance  has  been  con- 
sidered by  some  as  one  of  the  reasons  why  the  prebtcs  of 
several  sees  had  been  absent.  > 

The  council  opened  by  the  distribution  of  the  palliums  to 
the  four  following  sees,  in  order:  Armagh,  Cashel,  Dublin, 
and  Tuam;  on  which  occasion  the  archbishop  of  Armagh 
was  declared  primate  over  the  others.  This  is  the  synod  in 
wliicli  an  attempt  was,  for  the  first  time,  made  of  introducing 
the  notorious  tithe  system  into  Ireland.^ 

The  decrees  by  which  simony  and  usury  luid  been  coi|it 
demned  passed  unanimously,  but  when  the  cardinal  set  forth 
his  favourite  yet  strange  system  of  tithes,  the  proposition  was 
instantly  rejected ;  nor  do  we  find  that  it  had  met  with  the 
approval  of  a  single  ecclesiastic  in  this  national  synod.  The 
cardinal  then  proceeded  to  the  armngemcnt  of  the  suffragan 
sees,  in  the  following  order:  1.  Under  Armagh  were  the 
sees  of  Connor,  Down,  Louth  or  Clogher,  Cranard,  Kells, 

*  According  to  the  Fonr  Mwten  the  number  amounted  to  3000. 
t  Knitting,  <|uoteil  by  Colgan,  AA.  t).S.  |>.  6S4. 
i  Resting ;  Annftla  of  Clonensgh. 
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AnUgh,  Kaphoo,  Ratliliiro  (in  the  county  of  Tyrone),  Duleek, 
nnd  Derry.  i.  Under  Ciuliel  were  placed  Killaloe,  Limerick, 
Innisfatthy,  Kilfenora,  Knily,  Koscrca,  Watcrford,  Liimore, 
Gloyne,  Cork,  liusa,  and  Ardfert.  3.  Under  Dublin  were 
named  Olcndulocli,  KiTiis,  Ossory,  Lciglilin,  and  Kildore.  4. 
Under  Tuam  wore  placed  Mavo,  Killala,  Uosconimon,  Clonfert, 
Aclinnry,  Olonmacnoia,  and  Kilniacduacli*  It  may  be  proper 
to  remark,  that  in  this  list  the  sees  of  Elpliin  and  Dromore 
are  not  mentioned ;  for  which  reason,  it  is  generally  supposed 
that  the  former  wa.i  at  this  time  united  to  lioscommon  and  the 
latter  to  Annagli.t  'I'lio  sees  of  Louth  and  of  Clogher  had 
been  united  fur  many  years  prior  to  this  synod ;  however,  in 
later  times,  the  town  of  Louth  and  other  parts  of  that  ancient 
diocese  were  annexed  to  Armagh.^  The  decrees  of  the 
synod  of  Kells  were  connncd  exclusively  to  discipline  and 
murals;  nothing  relative  to  faith  had  been  discussed,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Irish  Church  being  at  that  time,  as  it  is  at  this 
day,  the  ^ry  safi^.fvliich  the  ajiostle  of  the  nation  had 
introduced,  &nd  whicli  dad  been  consecrated  by  all  that  was 
great  or  grand  in  antidaity — by  the  learning,  the  wisdom,  and 
the  sanctity  of  ages.   'I 

The  proceedings  oft  the  synod  having  been  terminated, 
Cardinal  Paparo  remained  but  a  short  time  in  Ireland,  having, 
on  the  24th  of  the  same  month,  set  out  on  his  journey  to 
Kome.  \       '. 

This  was  the  ^cmbrablo  period  in  which  Henry  IL  was 
placed  on  the  throne  t>f  England,  and  about  the  same  time 
(1154)  Adrian  IV.  succedvd  Kugene  III.  in  the  choir  of  St. 
Peter.  Henry  had,  for  j-cars,  secretly  contemplated  the  con- 
quest of  Ireliuid,  and  that  a  similar  design  had  engaged  the 
attention  of  some  of  his  predecessors,  ever  since  the  subjection 
of  the  SCO  of  Dublin  tu  that  o[  Canterbury,  is  an  opinion 
*  amounting  to  more  thau  a  mere  probability.  Henry,  who  bad 
artfully  -studied  the  natural  disposition  and  religious  tempera- 
ment of  the  Irish,  saw  distinctly  the  profound  reverence  with 
which  that  |)eople  were  always  ready  to  entertain  every  injunc- 
tion emanating  from  the  Holy  See :  accordingly,  he  resolved 
to  procure,  by  all  means,  the  solemn  sanction  of  the  pontiff, 
before  he  should  vent.ure  on  so  daring  and  hazardous  an  enter- 
prize.  An  opportupity  soon  presented  itself,  and  Henry 
availed  himself  of  it  Adrian  IV.  (Nicholas  Brecspere)  wai 
an  Englishman,  and; to  him  did  Henry  make  application, 
through  the  agency  of  John  of  Salbbury,  then  cLaplain  to 

*  Ware  Antiq.  c.  xvi.  t  W«ro,  BiihoiM.  X  ^  c^^  ^>"* 
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TlioobnUl,  archbUhop  of  Canterbury.     John's  request,  like  the 
roasons  on   which   it  had   been   gronndod,  was.  no  doubt,  a 

rrocious  compound  of  (yhri8tiai\Yeal  and  diBinterestedncH. 
lo  prayed  that  Km  master  might  be  merely  permitted  to  take 
pofMeMion  of  Ireland,  for  tlie  purpose  "of  extending  the 
tmundaries  of  the  Church,  of  announcing  to  an  unlearned 
and  ru<lo  peoplo  the  truths  of  the  Christian  faith,  and  of 
extirpating  the  weeds  of  vice  from  the  field  of  the  I^ord."* 

Aurian,  anxious  for  the  aggrandizement  of  his  country,  or 
as  Cardinal  Polo  exprewes  it,  ituittced  by  the  love  of/tia  country,^ 
lost  no  time  in  complying  witli  the  agent's  request.  He 
accordingly  fumishcti  llenry  with  the  celebrated  document 
or  bull,  by  which  ho  maktn  over  all  Ireland  to  that  monarch, 
requiring  only,  that  the  rights  of  the  -Church  may  be  preserved 
inviolate,  an(i  that  a  (Unartug  should  be  paid  annually  from^ 
every  house  to  St.  Pcter-t    That  this  document  is  unqucstion- 

*  Roe  boll  of  Adrun. 

t  111  hill  Hpecch  (loUverad  a  u  15r>4,  And  quoted  by  ^Tuaher  (8ylL  note  to 
AuriAn'*  bulU- 

X  Tliufi>lt»wingiNiitranBUtii)nof  thfbnUof  Adruui  IV. : — "  AdriAn,  bishop, 
wrvant  4>f  the  ■eTVanU  uf  (Iml,  Ui  hlM  lUiNit  dear  snn  m  Christ,  the  imbln  king 
of  tln^liuid,  M'lulfth  Ktbi'litift  and  aiMwtithii  ItuntHliction-  Vimr  inagnitirenco 
hAtli  \tMin  very  onn-fid  and  NttidiouB  daw  you  might  onUr^>  the  (i'hurcli  uf  <}od 
here  im  cartli,  and  incriiaHe  the  niiml»t'r  of  naiiitJi  and  uleot  in  huavttn,  in  thAt, 
AH  a  fj<M>d  ('Kth(dio  king,  you  have  and  do  by  all  moanit  IaImiuf  and  trAvail  tu 
cnlai^u  and  incruaiu)  (IcmIh  ('hurch,  by  tearhin^  tho  ignorant  |Hy>jdo  thr>  tnie 
and  Christian  reliuion,  and  in  atHdistunu  and  nHtHtm  \i\t  tiw  wt-wu  of  sin  and 
wicktMliuwt.  Auil  whun'os  you  havp  and  do  crave,  for  your  )H*ttcr  fnrtlierance, 
thchi-l|>of  the  AjiostobcSe*)  (wheiein yoninnres|H^lily  And discrut-tly  proceeil) 
the  tHitt«.T  Bucut'Mi,  We  ho|>c,  Htnl  will  xcnil ;  for  all  they,  wliieh  of  a  fervent 
'--■iAl.AU.d..h>vi<  in  rt^ligion,  Uu  U>giii  and  euterjirire  Any  such  thing,  sliall,  no 
doubt,  in  the  ^nd  hftvfl  a  good  and  |inMiM<mui  succiMa-  And  as  for  Irelanil, 
And  aU  other  islandn  where  Ohyist'H  known  and  the  Chnation  ndigion 
received,  it  is  out  of  all  doubt,  and  yotli*  excellency  w«U  knowetli,  they  do  all 
A|i]wrtAin  and  Udong  to  the  right  of  St.  Tut^r,  and  of  tho  Church  of  Uome ; 
And  wo  are  bo  much  the  more  read«i  Jeaimus,  ainl  witling,  to  now  the  accept- 
able fice4l  of  titnYtt  wonl,  l>ecaufM!  we  Itifim-  the  samo  in  the  latter  day  will  l>e  most 
oevcruly  nM|uirrd  at  your  hamls.  YAu  Itave  (our  well-ltetoved  son  in  Chrixt) 
advertized  and  signiliod  unt4i  u^  thaiyuu  wiUent«)r  into  the  land  and  realm  of 
Ireland,  to  Uio  eud,  to  bring  tht:ni  tf  otie<lience  uut<i  law,  and  uQjJer  your  sub- 
jection, and  Ui  nxit  out  from  amontf  them  their  foul  sins  and  wickedncHM  ;  oa 
also  t<i  yield  and  jiay  yearly  out  i>f  cvurv  houno,  a  voarly  ]H>iuion  of  one  i>enny 
to  Ht.  Feter^  and  U<siilcs,  aIho,  4iU  defend  and  keuu  the  rights  of  thfwto 
churches  whole  and  iuviola^.  We,  thereforf,  well  allowing  and  favouring 
this,  your  gixwlly  diiiKwition  and  o^iuncndable  atfection,  di)  afccot,  ratify,  and 
Aasent  unt')  this  your  |>etition,  and^lu  ^rant  that  you  (for  ^dtllting  of  UtHrs 
Church,  the  puniiihnicnt  of  sin,  tJkp,ruWr;ui|>K-ef  niAAnerH,  tho  planting  uf 
Tirtiio,  and  tlie  iuuri'aaing  of  I'hriiituu  rehginn)du  enter  and  |>0B8efM  that  land, 
and  there  to  execute,  acconling  to  your  wlBtlum,  whatsover  hIuU  )>c  for  the 
hiiQouT  of-  GotirAnd  tho  safety  of  the  realm.  And  further  also,  wo  do  ntrictly 
ohorao  and  rdpiirfpibat  aU  tho  i>eoplc  of  tlint  land  d<k,  with  all  humbleiutss, 
dutiiulnuss,  anilshonour,  receive  and  accept  you  m  their  liege  h)rd  and  sove- 
ivign,   reaerviug  aiul  exc«i>Cing  the  right  of  huly  Church  to  be  inviolably 
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ably  authentic  cannot  Iw  dniibtcil,  notwithi(tAn<linR  the  opinion 
of  noma  writun  to  tho  cnntrnrV.  It  is  piiMiHJic'l  in  the  Annals 
of  B«riiniii«,  and  oopicil,  iis  tl):it  Ipnmc'l  niithnr  ilpclarc«,  fronj 
the  Cnilex  Vatieaniu.  .lolin  XXII.  \\m  annrxcit  it  to  liia 
celebrnteil  brief  oildrcmod  to  Edward  II.  in  the  fourtpcnth 
century:*  in  short,  Jolin  of  Snlinhury,  in  his  work  entitled 
"  Mctalogicus,"  actually  acknowledges  that  it  was  bYHna  means 
the  king  of  England  hail  olitnined  this  bull  from  Adrian  IV.f 
Henry, although  having  this  document  in  his  possession,  was 
soon  sensible  that  some  other  pretext  must  be  assigned  for  the 
invasion  of  Ireland,  Ijcsides  the  pretendeil' reasons  alluded 
to  in  the  bull.  Nor  was  it  long  until  the  opportunitv  so 
ardently  wisHcil  for  had  been  afl'onled  him,  by  means  o^  the 
psrfidiouirand  profligate  Dermod  Mar-Morogh,  king  of  Kein- 
ster.J  This  detestable  tyrant,  having  been  abandoned  by  his 
vassals  and  deiwseil  by  Koileric  O'Connor,  king  of  Ireland, 
had  recourse  to  Ilenrv  II.,  who  was  then  in  Aquitaine,  and 
casting  himself  at  the  feet  of  that  sovereign,  swore  allegiance, 
and  iiili'red  him  the  supremo  dominion  of  his  kingdom,  m  case 
ho  should  bo  reinstated.  The  English  monarch,  having  bi>en 
,at  that  time  involved  in  groat  dilKculties  himself,  could  not 
assist  him  with  any  considerable  force;  he,  however,  caused 
letters  patent  to^lie  issued,  in  which  he  recommends  the  case 
of  Oermod  to  his  subjects,  and  encourages  such  as  might  l>e 
inclined  to  volunteer  their  services.  Dermod  proceeded  on  his 
journey  until  he  came  to  liristol.     Here  he  met  and  conversed 


preinrTiNl,  si  slm  the  y«srly  penainn  of  Peter-penc«  out  of  orery  house,  which 
w«  iT^iiiira  t«  tic  tnlly  sniwtml  t*>  St  IV-tcr  siiil  Ut  the  CHfirch  nt  Rome.  If, 
thiin-'fon-,  you  ilo  mind  to  liriiiji  your  H'xHy  pnrinw  it\  elfi-ct,  i-mli-arour  tn  tm- 
vail  to  mform  the  in-ojilo  t4i  Home  iM'tttr  (►nler  aiitl  triwltj  of  life,  An<l  that  n\m  by 
yourm-U  ftnd  l)y  auch  othera  u  you  ihnll  think  niee.t,  tiiio,  ftnd  honeet  in  th*'ir 
life,  mauiicni,  anit  couvunuitiou,  t«>  the  enj  the  (.'huix-h  of  (lixl  may  lie  lieaii' 
liticil.  ttiu  tnio  (.'hrintiaii  religion  wiwmI  anti  olanteil,  anil  all  other  thinj^ii  done, 
tiiat  hy  any  nieaiia  ithall  or  nmy  W  to  <i<Kl'8  honour  and  the  aalvation  of  men's 
aouli^  whereby  you  may  in  the  enil  nt-eive  of  (Joil't  handn  the  rvM'anl  of  ever- 
tanting  life,  and  almi  in  the  meajitinie.  and  in  thin  life,  carry  a  f^lorioua  fame 
and  an  hoiiouralile  reimrt  anion^  all  nationii."—  Cod  Vat.  ajiud  Baron.  ; 
MatUi.  Paria.  ad.  an.  lifts  ;  Flenr^-,  I  70.  llu*  bull  of  Adrian  was  afterwards 
conliniietl  by  liiM  auueeflaor,  Alexander  111.,  fur  which  contlmultoiy  brief,  tee 
|»«eM7. 

•  .S**  cent.  XIV.  e.  i. 

t  "  Ad  ittvceH  meaa  illufitri  l{ef;i  Anglonim  llenrieo  II.  coiioeMJt  (Adrianus) 
et  dedit  llilicmiam  jure  lueroilitario  |MM8idendnm,  n'm  titgm  ipantt  luttuuw  im 
kofHernyn  Jiem.  Nam  ouiuefl  iiiHulie  de  jure  antii|UO,  ex  (hinatione  Conatantini, 
qui  earn  fiindavit  ot  dotavit,  dicuntur  a^l  Komauam  Eccleaiam  pertinere," — 
lEletaloK.  I'  4 

X  (iiraldua  Cambren.sia,  treating  of  I>enno<)  Mac-Morogh,  drawa  the  following 
chanw'ter :  "  Nobilium  oiipreewir.  humilium erector,  infestua  auia,  oxoauaalienia ; 
Mauoa  oniuium  oontr*i|iauiiieti|iKecuntTariiisomDL"~llib.  Kxpiig.  liU  l,c  vi. 
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with  Richard,  9Urn»me<l  Strongbow,  otrl  of  Chopttow  or 
Htrif^ul,  wlio  engaged  to  go  over  into  Ireland  the  cnauing 
apring,  upon  condition  that  DcriifW  nhoiilJ  give  him  in  mar- 
riage Ilia  only  daughter,  Kva,  aiul  acttle  upon  him  the  aucces- 
aion  of  hia  whole  inhcrilanci^  in  tluit  kingdom.  Paaaing  through 
Walea,  ho  there  negotiated  with  Robert  Fitz-8teplien  and 
Maurice  Fitz-Qorald,hoth  Normans  and  maternal  brotlicra,  and 
having  promised  to  reward  them  amply,  they  readily  engaged 
to  espouse  his  cause. 

It  was  tlio  month  of  May,  1109,  when  the  Anglo-Normans, 
for  the  first  time,  arriveil  on  the  Irish  coast.*  They  laiidetl 
near  lliinnow,  in  the  rounty  of  Wexford;  tlieir  whole  force 
consisting  of  only  3iiO  men,  under  the  command  of  Kits- 
Stephen,  Miler  Fitz-tlenry,  llerrey  do  Monte-Moriaco  (MouDt- 
Morrea^,  aiiJ^  several  knights.  On  the  next  day,  having  been 
joined  by  Maurice  dc  Prcndergast  and  by  Dermud  himself  at 
the  head  of  5()0  of  his  beat  Leiiist9r  troops,  they  fell  upon 
Wexford,  where  they  met  with  a  desperate  resistance  from  the 
Danish  inlmbitunts.  The  town  was  soon  after  obliged  to  sur- 
render, and  was  made  over  by  Dermod  to  Fitz-Steplicn  and 
Fit/-Gcrald,  according  to  agreement.  The  arrival  of  Strong- 
bow  did  not  take  place  until  the  83rd  of  August,  1170,  in 
which  year  ho  landed  near  Watcrford,  with  a  detachment  of 
1,(XX)  men  and  200  kiiiglits.f  Strongbow,  without  waiting  to 
be  reinforced  by  the  other  Norman  troops  or  by  Dermod, 
made  an  attack  on  Wuterford :  the  city  having  been  taken  by 
storm,  a  dreadful  slaughter  of  the  inlmbitants  ensued.  They 
next  proceeded  to  Dublin,  which  city  fell  into  their  hands, 
and  thence  Marched  into  Meath  and  BrelTny,  ravaging  these 
territories  with  unsparing  barbarity.  The  atrocities  com- 
mitted by  these  Normans,  not  coming  within  the  scope  of  this 
history,  shall  be  here  passed  over.  During  the  frightful  carnage 
which  had  taken  place  in  Dublin  after  the  storming  of  that 
city,  the  exertions  of  St.  Laurence  O'Toole,  who  was  then 
archbishop  of  the  see,  were  unceasing  and  truly  perilous.^ 
At  the  risk  of  his  life  he  attended  and  comforted  the  dying 
and  the  alilicted,  and  with  diHiculty  obtained  that  the  books, 
vestments,  and  sacred  chalices,  which  the  Normans  had  pillaged 
from  tho  churches,  should  be  restored. 

This  invasion,  accompanied  as  it  had  been  by  nnheard-of 
sacrilege  and  massacre,  was  considered  by  the  prelates  of 
Ireland  as  a  judgment  from  heaven,  in  consequence  of  the 
base  traffic  which  had  been  at  that  time  carried  on  between 
some  Irish  merchants  and  the  unnatural  English.     The  statc- 

*  (VFUheitg^  Ogygu,.part  iU.        t  !<!.  i  Wire.        t  See  chsp.  iil 
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mcnt  of  thia  notorioaa  fact  aliall,  for  obvious  reaaona,  bo 
taken  verbntiiii  from  the  writinga  of  Girnldus  Cambrenais : 
"  About  tliia  tiiiio  a  K<"ieml  aynoj  of  the  Irish  clor);y  waa  bi-ld 
at  Armagh,  in  wliioii,  after  much  dolil>crati<>n  concerning  the 
arrival  of  the  foreigners  in  Ireland,  it  waa  unanimously  de- 
clared, thattliia  miafortiinu  wna  a  judgment  of  Qod  on  account 
of  the  aina  of  tlio  ])Coiilo,  and  prticniarly  because  they  uacd  tii 
bu^  Engliah  persons  irom  merchants,  rohbors  and  piratea,  and 
rc(luco  them  to  ainvery ;  and  that  it  would  appear  that  they, 
in  their  turn,  were  to  be  enalaved  by  that  nation.  For  the 
English  ])«oplo,  while  tlieir  kingdom  waa  atill  firm,  had,  tlirouyh 
a  eonimon  nice  of  Ihe  nation,  been  accuatomed  to  cxpoae  tlieir 
children  for  tale,  and  even  Iwfore  tlioy  were  in  any  want  or 
diatrcas,  scrui>le<l  not  to  sell  their  oion  tOnt  and  relatieei  to  the 
Irisli.  It  might  hence  Iw  probably  supposed,  that  for  tliis 
enormous  crime,  the  purchasers  deserved  tlie  yoke  of  slovery, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  sellers  had  been  treated  already. 
It  was,  therefore,  decreed  and  unanimously  ordered  by  the 
synod,  that  all  the  English  throughout  Ireland,  who  might 
happen  to  be  in  a  state  of  slavery,  should  bo  restored  to  their 
original  liberty."* 

Henry  II.  who  had  now  Iwconio  jealous  of  the  progress  of 
Strongbow,  resolved  to  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  Ireland. 
He  acconlinply  landed  at  VVaterford,  on  the  18th  of  October, 
A.D.  1171,  with  an  arinv  ennsisting  of  5(K)  knights  and  about 
4,0(10  armed  followers.f  Hero  he  was  waited  upon  by  Dermod 
Mac  Cartliy,  king  of  Desmond,  who  submitted  to  him  and  put 
hostages  into  his  hands.  From  Waterford  Henry  marched  to 
Lismore,  and  afterwards  to  Coshcl,  in  which  latter  city  Donald 
O'Brian,  king  of  Thomond,  aworo  feolty  and  acknowledged 
himself  his  vassal.  The  example  of  these  princes  was  followed 
by  O'Fclan  of  the  Dcsies,  Mac-Gilla-IVtrick  of  Oasory,  and 
others.  Henry  next  proceeded  to  Dublin^  where  O'CiarroI, 
prince  of  Ergal,  and  O'Kuarc  of  lireffny,  made  submis- 
sion; while  Koderic  O'Conor  still  continued  in  his  king- 
dom of  Connaught,  and  the  princes  of  the  northern  districU.. 
of  Ulster  refused  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  a 
foreigner. 

Henry  having  been  now  sovereign  of  Lcath-Moglia  (the 
southern  half  of  Ireland),  thought  it  high  time  to  commence 
his  long-boasted  reformation  of  the  Irisli  Church,  according 
to  the  terms  expressed  in  the  bull  of  Adrian  IV.  For  this 
purpose,   he  directed  that  a  synod  should   be  <couvened   at 

•  Oiraldiu,  Hiber.  EipuK.  lib.  I .  chap  iviii.     t  Wore :  0'FI»herty,  Ogf. 
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Cniliol  I'trlv  in  l)iv  (<naiilnf(  yoor,  1172,  and  tlint  notice,  iij  due 
form,  ilioufd  be  given  to  each  of  the  itrclil)islio|ii  and  bialin|M 
of  the  kin^sdom.  At  tlilii  iivnod,  neither  the  primate  Qcliuiua 
nor  any  of  the  Ulater  l>iiih<>|iii  atlcndud. 

(MiriHtiun,  l)ish(i|iof  l,iHninrv,lhon  lc);i<to  apoiitolir,  prettided; 
there  were  |ire«entO'IInlli«in,nri'hliiiihn|>of  Conhcl;  l^nnrenro 
OToolo  of  I)nl>lin;  and  Cuthnlicux  nf  I'linni;  togell"'r  nith 
their  auH'muan  bi'tlinim  nml  nnme  uldinli.  Ili'nry,  on  liia  |iRrt, 
H'nt  to  thia  synod,  Kulph,  nrL'hdoiicnn  of  Lanchifl';  Nicholas, 
h!a  chnphiin;  and  other  rrch'aiiistica.  In  Ihia  convocation, 
the  ndj:hty  en);a^einenta  entereil  into  l)y  Henry  were  to 
have  been  iulfilh.Ml,  and  the  Church  of  Ireland  was  to  bo  re- 
formed :  how  efli'ctually  all  tlieae  objecta  ha<l  been  achieved, 
the  following  decri'ea,  paaaeil  in  the  aynod  of  Caahol,  will  licat 
enable  us  to  deterniino: 

It  was  decreed:  "  1.  That  the  faithful  throuj^hont  Ireland 
do  contract  and  obaervc  lawful  nmrriagoa,  rejectinf;  thoae  with 
their  relatioiia  either  by  conaangnmily  or  altinity*  2.  That 
infantx  be  ciitechized  before  the  door  of  the  church,  and  bap- 
tized in  the  holy  font  in  the  baptiHrnal  clmrchea  B.  That  nil 
the  faithful  do  iiuy  the  tithea  of  aniniala,  copi,  anil  o(A*r 
riroiliiee  to  the  cliurch  of  which  they  are  parishionera.  4 
That  all  eccleaioatical  landa  an<l  projierty  connected  with  them 
bo  (piitc  exempt  from  the  exactiona  of  all  laymen.  And, 
eapeciallv,  that  neither  the  petty  kings  nor  counts,  nor  any 
|Miworful  men  in  Ireland,  northeir  sons  with  their  familiea,do 
exact,  as  nai  usual,  victmila  and  hospitality  or  entertainments 
in  the  ecclesiastical  diatrlcts,  or  presume  to  extort  them  bv 
force;  and  that  the  dctcBluble  food  or  contributions,  whicK 
used  to  bo  re(|uire<l  lour  timcn  in  the  year  from  the  farms 
Iwlonginp  to  churches  by  the  neighbouring  counts,  shall  not 
bo  claimed  any  more  i.  That  in  case  of  a  murder  committed 
by  laymen,  an<l  of  their  com|>ounding  forJt  w  itii  their  enemies, 
clergymen,  their  relaiiona,  aro  not  to  [mk  part  of  the  fine  (or 
eric) ;  but  that,  as  they  were  not  concerheJ  in  the  per|)etni- 
tion  of  the  murder,  they  aro  to  lie  exempted  from  the  payment 
of  money.  6.  That  all  the  faithful  lying  in  sickness  do,  in 
the  presence  of  their  confessor  and  neighhonrs,  make  their 
will  with  due  solemnity,  dividing,  in  case  they  have  wives  and 

*  Ity  thia  iki-n.>«,  it  wu  int«n<l(Hl  to  ciitAliliftli  in  Ireland  that  portion  of  the 
«ccluHiutiL.al  law  )>y  \(liich,  in  tli<»ic-  times,  nmiTiai<e  wm  pmhiliited  witjlin 
tho  •i-vuiith  ()i-)4n.H>  of  c-maanKninity  anil  aJHiiity.  '1  liiH  law  coulil  not  Iw  cou- 
veuicntly  inforcixl  in  Ifvlanti,  \a  cunitotiueiicc  of  the  nyHteni  of  claiuhi]!  which 
then  )>rovaili.(l  in  thin  country.  It  waa  (onn<l  to  Ih)  equally  inconrenicnt  in 
many  other  yarU  of  the  wcMtem  ( 'bnrcli,  and  waa,  on  that  account,  noon  aft«r 
inodlfietl  aitu  iruduccd,  aa  it  uow.iH,  to  tlio  fourth  degme. 
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cliililrun  (cxci'|ilint(  tlicir  il«l>tH  ami  wrvanU'  wigu),  tlieir 
iiiMVViiblf  guoili  into  lliruu  |iiirU,  iiml  liuiiiuuUiiiiK  <>■>»  'or  tlie 
cliililruii,  iiiiutliur  fur  tliu  IawTuI  wifu,  iiml  tliu  tliinl  fur  tlio 
funvrnl  (il)M-i|iiii>a.  7.  Tliut  iluo  n»|>«ct  he  \>.M  to  tlin»«  who 
iliu  itftcr  K  uooJ  cniilimiiiii,  l)v  iiicuna  of  iniiuca,  vigils,  uiiil 
ilrcuiit  liiirinl.  |jikinvi«i',  tliut  nil  iliviiio  inutten  l>u  lioiicufortli 
voiiilucU'iI  agrncably  to  llio  iiriii'lici'*  of  tliu  lioly  Cliurcli, 
accurdliig  an  olwcrveil  liy  tliu  Aiit;liaiii  ('liuroli.'" 

8u>'li  wiTU  tliu  ro);ulutiuii»  ol'  tliu  SvikhI  oI  Coaliol — iiucli  tliu 
iiiiulity  ruform  liroiiglit  alioiit  l>y  llonry  II.,  ami  to  ulfuct 
wliii'li,  piililic  iiliimlur,  rupinu,  nmt  iiacri!u);u  Imil  liuoii  |iur|)o- 
tratcil,  wliilu  tliu  fuuo  of  tliu  country  w:ui  ileluj^d  with  tho 
blooil  uf  tliu  puoplu.  Thuao  ilucruuH  wuru,  howuvnr,  totally 
ill»n');iir(li'J  by  the  Irish  clurgy  iiiiJ  Ihuir  llockii,-  the  tunitenuy 
orniiiiiu  ol'lhuiii  weru  too  |n'i'eu|itil>lu,aiiil  having  liuvii  furiiiahcu 
nlriMiity  with  niiiplo  uiiil  auluiury  litwa  uf  (lisci|iliii«,  confirniuil 
at  Kulla  mill  in  |>rovioii8  cduiicibi,  to  tliuau  they  cuiiauii'iuioualy 
uilhuruil.  lluiirv  wua  auoii  uftur  obliuuil  to  rulurn  taJi^nglunJ, 
hurin^  brought  liiinaulf  into  aurioua  (iilKeultiua  by  being  iiupli- 
vatuit  in  tliu  iiiiirilur  of  St.  TIiuhiim  it  lluckut. 

During  all  thi.i  tiiiio  neither  tliu  bull  of  Adriiin  tV.  nor  tliu 
conflnimtory  brief  of  hia  aiicceaaor,  Alexnniler  III.,  hod  been 
publicly  produced.  Tho  Kngliah  nioimrch  liiul  too  much 
|M>licy  nut  to  [lurceivu  tliut  the  ahuiiielesa  iind  iiiifouiidud  lU- 
|>eniiona  contuined  in  tliuso  (locuiiiunta  wuiiM  but  produce 
uno  gunenil  biirat  of  indignation  from  both  clergy  und  peo- 
ple; nor  did  be  runturu  to  puliliah  tlivin  until  three  years 
uflerwnrila  (117A).  when  the  precarioiia  at:ite  of  bis  afliiira  in 
Ireliiiid  loudly  culled  for  aoniu  hitherto-iintried  und  dca|ieratu 
cB'orl.  In  that  year  Henry  II.  aeiit  Nicliula.t,  prior  uf  Wal- 
lingforil,  and  William  Fitz-Adulni  to  Irelaiiil,  with  both  tlio 
bull   and    conlirniatory  briof.t     Thuy   laiuluJ  at   W'aturford, 

*  Oiraliliis,  llilt.  F.xliu^.  c\uk\t.  ixxiv. 

t  TliD  ftiltowiiig  u  ttiu  Riialinnnttiry  Itrief  of  .Mt'xnmlor  III ;  "^Aloxander, 
l>ll«ho|^  iHTvaiit  uftlio  MirvaiitM  (>f(i<Nl,ti>lii4il(«rly  lifltivuil  ikhi,  thu  nuUe  king 
uf  KuK'iuiil.  |;nt:titi^,  f{nu:u,  aihI  a|M«t4>lic  iR-niHtic-ttttii.  For  u  uiucb  an  Uud]£n 
givtiii  anil  ^raiitA-Nl  iijMtti  xinhI  n*a«<)ii  liy  uiir iirtMltHTNiorHAni  tn  Ik' m  till  nllowetl  ui, 
mti<iiHl.  aud  coiitiruiftl  :  Wt\  well  coiixiilennu  ami  iMMuli^nii);  the  grant  ami 
tirivili-ge  fur,  aiitl  c<mc<>niiii}{  the  ilouiinion  of  tlio  laail  of  Irt'laiul  to  lu  apjier. 
iaiiiinu,  aiHl  lately  given  liy  .\«lriau,  our  iirMli-ci'Mor,  anil  following  Ilia  Htelta. 
tlo,  in  liki!  manner,  continii,  ratify,  aiul  allow  tlie  name  ;  nwervtng  and  Having 
(o  St  IVter,  anil  to  the  <  'liun^h  of  ttoine,  thi«  yearly  iM'iiNioii  of  onn  |icnny  ont  ol 
uvery  houao,  aK  well  in  tjiglaml  an  in  IrvlaniL  l*rovi(l()il  alao,  that  the  bar- 
lianiiw  [MHi|ilu  of  Irelaiiil,  bv  your  iiieauH,  U.  reformed,  and  mcoverml  frvm 
tlieir  filthy  life  and  alioiniiiniilo  ronvemation  ;  that  n»  in  name,  ho  in  lifo  and 
nianneni,  tin-y  tnay  U'  t'lirifltiaiut,  and  that,  an  that  niilu  and  diaonlenxl 
rhnn'li,  being  )iy  vol'  ri.fornuHl,  the  wlmle  n.ition  may  alao  with  the  poa- 
iK'xiliin  of  tho  name,  Im  in  acta  ami  deutli  followent  of  the  aaijie." 
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■nd,  hariiin  lumnioneil  a  incetinf(  of  tlio  bialioiM,  hero  tlie«e 
curious  ilociiiiichtii  woro  for  tli»  f!nt  tiinv  read  in  Ireland.* 
Tliey  had  no  ulTccI  wliatuvor  in  lioiilln^  tlio  wounded  fevlinf(a 
uf  tiiu  |ivi>|>lt!,  tlio  una|>arinK  rii|Hi<'ity  of  tlio  invailera  liavinfl 
lw«n  KUi'li  ua  to  pluvu  tliu  wrotcliuil  condition  of  tlio  nativoa 
bcyunil  the  powtT  uf  nil  liiinian  vniliiranee.  At  length  a 
nt<f(iit'iiilion  took  pincu  at  \Vin<lior,  liotween  tlio  Enuliah 
nioiiiircli  niid  Uodnric  ()'('onnor,  in  wliicli  it  wiui  itipuiated 
that  Kodvrii',  us  kin^  of  Ireland, ilioiild  continue  in  fufliioasca- 
aiun  of  liin  ancient  liernditury  douiiniimH  on  condition  of  bia 
|iaying  to  Henry  a  trilmte.  Kodoric'ii  anibaaaadori  on  thii 
occ^aion  wuro  ('iitholiciiH,  nrclibisliop  of  Tuiini,  Concora,  abbot 
of  C'lonfert,  and  l^uiirence,  bin  chuncollor,  together  with  St. 
I^urenco  U'Toule,  who  lmp|>cned  to  l>«  at  that  tima  engaged 
un  ■iiiiio  eccleaiualicul  biiiiineita  in  Kneland. 

It  wnt  now  gunerully  lio|iod  that  tlio  bull  of  Adrian,  aa  welt 
ox  the  brief  of  Alexander,  woulil  Ih)  patiently  alloweil  to  rekt 
in  oblivifin,  or,  at  least,  that  tlieao  ilocuinunts  would  not  be 
oHicially  enforced;  liuwever,  in  1177,  Cardinal  Vivian,  who 
had  been  aent  to  Irelaml  aa  legate  a|Hialolic,  arrived  in  Unblin, 
and  iinnioliatoly  convened  a  nynoil  of  biahops  and  abbots.  In 
tliia  aynod,  the  cardinal  inaintuinod  Henry's  right  to  the  sove- 
reignty of  Ireland,  in  virtue  of  the  l'o|ic'»  authority,  and  oven 
insisted  on  the  necessity  of  unqualilicd  obedience  from  all 
|H!rsoiis,  under  iiaiu  of  exconininnication.  He  likewise  allowed 
the  inviulera  liberty  to  enter  the  cliuruhea  and  take  from 
thence  whatever  provisions  the  people  had,  for  sake  of  safety, 
deposited  therein,  nn  condition  that  a  reasonable  price  should 
bo  paid  for  them  to  the  {u^tors  of  tlicsii  churchcst  The 
cuniiiuil  hud,  it  seems,  been  under  some  serious  obligations  to 
Do  Courcey  and  other  nilvcnturers,  anil,  most  likely,  consi- 
deroil  all  tliia  ns  a  sort  of  instalment  fur  the  large  debt  of 
gratitude  which  it  is  certain  he  had  owed  to  them.  What 
kind  of  impres-sion  thik  singular  coniluct  of  the  legato  had 
niailc  on  the  minds  uf  the  clergy  assembled,  history  has  not 
thought  proper  to  hand  down  to  us;  however,  it  is  certain 
that  the  people  of  Ireland,  plundered  and  outraged  aa  they  had 
been,  were  but  little  inclineil  to  |<ay  any  attention  to  this  in- 
discreet exhibition  of  clerical  <liplomacy  an<l  estravagance. 

These  proceedings,  together  with  the  publication  of  the 
docninonts  themaelvea,  hoii  now  created  such  a  ferment  in  the 
|iublic  mind,  that  the  measures  contemplated  in  the  late  synod 
of  Dublin,  were  censured  and  condemned  by  all.     It  was  welt 

'  UiraMtu,  I.  i  c\\h}t.  vi. 

;  Cinliliu,  ilib.  Kipig.  I.  'it  obap.  xvii.';  'Wsn>,  Anna]*,  A.  1177. 
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known  iliut  Ilunry'a  SK'nU  had  Iwvn  nctiveljr  emiiloyod  *t 
Itonie,  anil  it  wiuii'(|uiillv  certain  tlint  an  iniptialliun,  alike  uroii 
ami  mitcliiuvotw,  had  Ixion  |irarliii<<d  on  the  puntill'.  While 
»i)nio,  tliorvfoii),  lnvui)(huil  liillorly  Hffninst  the  cardinal,  many 
woru  ajfurivved  at  thu  ciilnnniii's  which  hud  U'cn  cuHt  on  the 
nation,  ami  all  fvit  liidif{iiant  at  thu  luiscneM  ami  truarhery  uf 
thu  niiniiini  hy  whom  thoio  niiaro|>ri'>cntations  had  been  lo 
artfully  nnd  widely  circulated. 

Hucli  had  bo«n  the  dintructed  Htato  of  the  nation,  when  in 
1I7II,  nuininoniieii  were  iiumed  liy  Alexander  III.  for  the 
luuclin);  of  tho  third  ((cneral  council  of  Latenin.  On  thii 
occoiion  the  fiillowiii)'  Irl>h  biahoiM  Mt  out  for  Uome: 
lAurenco  U'Toolo  nf  Uuhlin,  CatholicuH  of  Tuani,  Constan- 
tino O'ltrien  of  Killoloe,  Felix  of  Lismore,  Auciutin  of 
Watcrforil,  and  llrictiu*  of  Limerick.  Thono  paeUlea  wero 
received  in  Koine  with  inarkeil  atteiitjion,  and  particularly 
Laurence  OToolo,  whoiie  jiiriadiction  over  tho  siin'mgan  aees 
of  (jleiidaloch,  Kilduro,  I'uriia,  l.,ei);lilin,  and  Ossory  wan  at 
this  time  conlirmed  hy  Alox«niler  III.*  This  |K>ntili',  having 
now  uii  op|x)rtunity  of  conversing  with  tome  of  tho  heads  of 
thu  Irish  Ohurch,  wo*  at  length  convinced  that,  in  the  confir- 
niatury  brief  which  he  had  drawn  up  for  Henry,  hu  liiid  been 
grossly  imposed  u|k>ii,  and  that  tho  ti-rnis  employed  in  that 
uHlcial  document  were  as  severe  as  they  had  been  uncalled 
for;  us  u  murk,  therclore,  of  his  feelings  on  tho  snbjcct,  he 
not  only  put  into  tho  hniids  of  I.,aiirenco  a  brief  cuiiHrniatory 
of  the  above-mentioned  rights,  but  moreover  ap|iointed  him 
his  legate  a|Hwtolic  throughout  Ireland.  In  the  discharge  of 
tho  duties  belonging  to  this  u|>ostolic  legation,  Laurence  had 
to  encounter  much  anxiety  und  many  dilHculties.  The  Knulish 
eclesiustics  whom  Henry  11.  had  sent  over,  as  well  to  reform 
"  the  rude  und  disordered  Church  of  Ireland,  as  to  convert 
its  burburous  people  from  their  filthy  life  and  abominable 
.eoiivcrsatioii,"t  were,  it  appears,  with  few  exceptions,  a  set  of 
the  most  incontinent  prulligates.  Tliat  characters  of  this 
description  should  have  anything  to  do  with  the  church  of 
Ilia  imlivu  country,  was  a  heartrending  reflection  ti;  tho  pure 
mind  of  Laurence.  Anxious,  therefore,  to  remove  this  crying 
scandal,  with  which  Irishmen  had  been  hitherto  unacijuaintcd, 
and  to  uH'ord  his  holiness  himself  an  opp<irtnnity  of  witnessing 
the  hopeful  manner  in  which  the  Cliurch  of  Irelanil  was  to 
Ih)  reformed  by  Unglislimeii,  Laurence  sent  one  hundred  and 
forty  of  them,  who  were  convicted  of  incontincncy,  to  Rome  ' 

•  Vit«  S.  Ijninni,  vli»|i.  Iiiii.  t  Ball  slid  Briof. 


210  mii.uiMMi'Ai.  iimroH^  i,r  iiicuxn 

Tor  nbtuliiliiiii,  alllioujtii  lie  hail,  itt  lliu  tiinv,  tho  |iower  of 
alwolving  tliuni  liiiiiKlf* 

Tlin  ai'O  of  Uulilin  liuil  l>et'ii,  ut  tliin  (ivrioil,  riulilv  enilowoil ; 
tli«  rcvcnui'K  (if  which  Uiuri'iiru  u|i|ilivcl  to  tliu  uav  ul'thu  |HHir 
iiimI  iilHictoil,  whilu  Iw  liiiiiiwir  IimI  k  lifu  u(  ri;<<iriiuii  uuntoritv. 
To  thu  ari'hie|iiiti'M|nil  nev  iif  Duliliii,  in  I  ItH),  livluiifroil  Swurcli, 
l<u«k,  Fin;{liiw,  Cliiiitliilkin,  IrvluiiJ'it  Eyu,  Tullafjh,  ami  many 
utiivr  placuii;  iilio  lli«  |Hiri«1i  churclit-ii  of  St.  ThuniaH,  St. 
Nii'liuliu,  >St.  VVcrliui-f;,  and  St.  I'utrick,  in  thu  aouth  suburlM 
iif  till.-  city,  'riivau  aniplu  ruvunurii  tho  auint  vniiiloycil  in 
worlm  uf  unUmniled  charily,  and  iliirin);  the  );>'<^at  luniino  bpr 
which  thu  nnliiin  hud  liuvn  tliun  viHituil  for  llirvu  yuan,  hu  la 
sail!  to  have  iiltiinli'it  daily  rulicf  to  no  Ium  tliiin  fivu  hundred 
(wrmiM,  licHidi'S  tho  crowdii  uf  unplicania  nliu  wcru  constantly 
jHiurin);  in  from  the  country.  St.  I^iuruncu  continued  to  ilia- 
cliurgo  thu  dutiea  uf  hiit  luialorul  oRicu  and  uf  his  lu(;atiou 
until  Ilia  death,  which  took  |ilucu  in  Franco  un  the  14tli  of 
Novcmlicr,  A.u.  llHO.f  • 

On  thu  death  of  St.  Laurencu  OToole,  Henry  II.  do»- 
iHilchcd  Jellory  de  la  liuy,  liia  chaplain,  ami  a  clerk  of  tho 
Icgatu  AlexiiiH,  to  Diililin,  with  ordvra  that  thu  ruvunuea  of  thu 
avu  ahiiuld  he  iniiiiediately  seizud  on  and  collectud  by  tlioni 
into  thu  oxi'hei|Uer.{  Henry  had,  at  tliia  time,  an  intuntiun 
of  tranafurrin^  the  dominion  uf  Ireland  to  hia  aon  John.-  In 
order,  thcrefcirc,  tu  prepare  the  way  for  liia  recuption,  tluil 
monarch  took  caru  that  none  hut  an  Knf;liah  eccleaioatic 
should  bu  ap|iuiiited  to  preside  over  a  aeu  of  audi  rank  and 
iin|iortanco.  The  pcrsuii  whom  he  recoiniiiended  was  John 
Cumin,  an  Knulislinian,  who  besides  beiiif^  learned  and 
elwiueiit,  bad  also  filled  an  eccleaiaatical  situation  in  the 
royal  |ialacu  for  auverul  yeiira.  llu  was  accordingly  elected  at 
Evesham,  in  VVorcoiiteraliire,  on  the  Uth  of  September,  a.d. 
IIXI,  by  aonie  of  the  clergy  of  Dublin,  whom  the  king  had 
usenibled  there  lor  that  pur|M)se,  and  the  year  after  was  con- 
secrated ut  VelU'lri,  by  poiiv  Lucius  Ill.f  That  same  year, 
John  ('uiiiin  obtiiiiied  a  bull  from  Lucius  HI.,  which  conferred 
some  important  privileges  on  the  arclidioceae  of  Dublin,  and 
which  ill  aftertimca  had  occiuiuned  much  controversy  between 
Iho  archbishops  of  that  see  and  the  priuiatcs  of  Armagh  | 
Four  years  Imd  iiowela|wed  between  the  death  of  St.  Laurence 
UToolu  and '  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  John  Cumin,  in 
Dublin,  during  wbicli   tiiuu  thu   king's   exclietjuer,  us   it  is 

•  VtUH.  I.Aurent.  tiluip.  «ziii.  t  Ht**?  clmp  lii.  {  Wuro,  ,^nnaI^,  HSO. 
f  \\M%  Buli"|».  II  Siie  ,li«ip.  li  DulJiii. 
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imtural  t<i  iiu|iihmi',  iiiiirit  liavit  deiivvil  nci  iiicoiiiiilurnblu  tlmro 
of  iM-imlit.  (Ill  tlio  fiillowiiitf  yiitr  (llH.t)  Juliii  vurl  uf 
Muiiiiii,  fiiin  cif  llviiry,  arrivvil  at  Walvrrunl,  «cooiii|>aiiiiMl  hy 
^•ili«  fanKiiM  (inmlil  Iwrry  ((tinildtm  (Janiliruimi*)  lU  liis  tutor 
ami  Mn-rctary*  Tlio  imw  Hri'lil>iHh<i|i,  Jiiliii  Cumin,  ai  liviiiu 
till)  Hrst  KiiKliiiluiian  wlm  liail  oy^r  U-uii  placiitl  ovur  an  Iritu 
iHHi,  ciiiiJiiilurL'il  it  now  liiuli  tiino  lo  ii|h)ii  liia  ailiiiiiiintnition  liy 
■iiinv  iiiiiiiiiiraliiti  Oi-t  of  lim  puilnrul  laru  iiml  noliiiiiidi'  Tliia 
liu  iliil  liy  raimiii^  a  pniviiioial  nyiiiHl  tn  liu  Imlcl  alxiut  tlm 
niidiiln  of  tli«  fcdlowiiig  Irfiiit,  in  tliu  cutliudral  of  tliu  Iliil^ 
Trinity  ((Mirint  C/'liurch),  Dublin.  Tlio  dvcrtma  (wimAI  at  tliia 
•yniid  wurii  of  a  ritual  and  dia<?i|ilinary  cimracter,  nioat  o|^ 
tiioin  had  l>vc'n  already  iHiiiotioiii'<|,  uitliur  l>y  loii)(-|irt»crilj/r 
uiagu,  or  liy  |>o«itivi'  utu  juridically  rutifiod  in  iiiuiiy  of  tliu 
iruvioiiii  aynodical  iiieutinga  of  tliu  nrdalus  of  Irtlaml.  The 
Ultli  eaniin  in  a  |iiililiely  rwonlod  ami  null-ineritvd  iMRoiniuni 
on  the  high  churu>'tvr  of  thu  Iriuli  |>riciitliii(id ;  whilu  ihu  tttth, 
which  ruganlcil  Ihu  |ijyiii<>nt  of  lillu-a,  hud,  iiotwillintiindinfr 
tlio  dfcrvo  of  tlid  council  of  Cathcl,  continued  almost  a  dua<i 
tetter;  nor  wuro  tlieie  tithca  puid  in  Iruland  cxcupt  within  tho 
|«lv,  or  that  iiicru  fruclioiiul  |Kirtiun  in  which  thu  Kiigliah 
inHiienco  hail  iiruduniinutcdt 

Tho  t'xuiiij>lary  chn»iiwimMit  which  St.  I.AiirLiiicti  O'Toola 
had  Iwcn  obliged  to  iiillict  on  nuinlHtra  of  the  Knglihli  clergy. 
for  their  incoiitineiiry  ami  aiuiidaloiiH  livva,  waa  not,  uftnr  nil, 
it  a|>|K'ara,  aufliciunt  lo  prevent  the  evil.  Thuv  alill  continued 
to  |iour  into  Ireland,  while  one  |iarty  Hcoineil  to  oiitalrin  the 
other  in  unrestrained  licentioiiaiieaa  and  o|mii  debuuclicry. 
Such  unlicaril-of  prulligacy  couhl  nut  but  call  forth  the  juat 
repruhiitiiiii  of  the  aynoil.  Its  proceudiiiga  having  liuen  geiio- 
lally  oiKMiod  by  a  aeriiion,  on  the  lirat  day  the  archbiahop 
liiiiiaulf  preaelied  on  the  aacrainents.  On  the  aecoiiil  day 
Albiin  O'.Mulloy,  nblHit  of  lUltinglaaa  ami  afterwarda  biahop 
of  Keriia,  ilelivered  an  iiiipreaaivo  and  powerful  lecture  on  tho 
subject  of  clerical  contiiiency.  In  tiiia  iliacourae,  the  loaritctt 
O'Miillov  took  occaaion  to  dwell  on  thu  iinaulliod  chanictcr 
of  the  Iriali  clergy,  and  then,  ill  mixed  tcniia  of  grief  and 
indignation,  ho  inveighed  most  bitterly  ogainat  the  Engliah 
and  Welah  clergy   who  hud  coiiiu  into  Ireland,  upbraiding 

•  Wan.,  Anii«1,  Writ<.i». 

fTho  IMIioniioii  iiroviil,«,  "  That  tithra  Iw  |«iit  to  tho  mi,thi>i  ohiinihM,  ant 
of  [iniYiMiniiN,  hay.  tho  y•Mlil^  i>(  aniiiiAla,  Has,  wwl,  f^anlniin,  (mJianl,.  and 
out  vt  all  thiiiUM  that  Kr<iw  luitl  rruuw  yearly,  iiikIlt  [lAii)  f>f  an  aiiatheuia, 
Ulur  ihu  titirti  imiiiitiiia ;  ami  tlut  Dkhi,.  wlm  rutiiaiu  ulwtiiiaU'  in  r,*riiaiiig, 
■hall  bo  ubligMl  tu  imy  tlw  mon  piinctiially  for  the  liitura." 

it 


tliKiii  with  haviiift  tMillutwl  tha  alUn  of  hit  oniinlry,  by  th«ir 
filthy  Hiiil  ■boiiiiimhlu  crime*;  whilo,  in  tcnrti  iif  niiKuiah,  ha 

'  wuiiruil  thtiin  ihiit  •lu-h  cryinir  K'niKhil  hml  iiuver  Ihwii  huord 
of  ill  till)  mnctiiary  of  tho  Iriah  (Church,  until  aiiviia  iiml  lul- 
ventiinira  hml  luwii  uuthnrixml  li>  i'i)in«  in  mnoiiftat  them. 
Thia  iliaciiiirao  wiia  nut  withont  tho  iloairoil  uilrat;  tho 
learnixl  O'Vliilluy  Im<1  acarrnly  ruturnml  fmni  tho  pulpit,  wh«n 
theau  Kngliah  vccleaiiutica  dcgnn,  liy  niutiiiU  rtM-riminntion, 
to  iti'cuau  I'nch  other,  oiiu  i>ii<U>itV(iuriiiu  to  >how  that  tha 
other  WM  more  criininnl  tluin  hiinaelf,  anil  thiia  did  they  pub- 
licly ex|>bae  Iheniaelvua  to  the  rontemptiioua  dUguat  and  in- 
dignant aouni  of  tho  Iriah  clergy  Nunibun  of  them  were, 
oil  tliia  occasion,  convicted ;  and  acconliiiftly,  tho  archbiahop 
•ua|iun<leil  thoiri  from  their  ocrleaiaatical  funetiuna  and  the 
enjoyment  of  their  l>eneficea.*  On  the  third  day,  (iemld 
liiirry,  by  Order  of  the  urchbiahiip,  preiiched  a  aerinon,  or 
nither  (loiirad  forth  a  torrent  of  abuao  on  tho  Iriah  eleruy, 
and,  in  fact,  on  thu  wlinln  nation.  In  this  unmeaning  tinidu, 
Oinililua  ininlp  n  public  display  not  only  of  bia  malevolenre, 
but  yvon  of  hia  nttur  idnoruncu  uf  eecleaiiMitiual  aiilionitim, 
and  of  the  cikatoma  and  niannora  of  the  Iriah  people.  Among 
other  matters  ho  acciiHed  them  of  bein>!  too  fond  of  indnlsing 
theiiiselves  over  .their  ciipH.t  With  all  hia  iirejudices,  how- 
over,  he  was  ubli);ed,  at  the  stern  ciimmand  of  truth,  to  draw 
the  futluwiu);  admirable  character  of  the  Irish  clerf{y:  "I'lie 
clergy  (heanya)  of  this  country  are  very  commendable  for 
religion,  and  among  the  divers  virlnes  wlucli  distinguish  them, 
they  oxcel  andttre  pre-eminont  in  the  prerogative  of  chastity. 
Likowiac,  they  attend  regularly  and  vigilantly  to  their  psalms 

ipnd  hours,  to  reading  and  prayer;  and  remaining  wiriiin  the 
preciiieta  of  Uie  chiiri'lum,  do  not  ahaoiit  theinwivea  from  the 
divine  ollicea,  to  tho  celebration  of  which  they  have  been 
■p|ioiiiteil.  They  also  pay  great  attention  to  abstinence  and 
aiHiriiigness  of  tood,  so  tliat  the  greatest  port  of  them  fast 
almost  every  day  until  duak,  and  until  they  have  completed  all 
tho  canonical  oliicea.'l 

Thu  preceedinga  of  llila  synod  served,  in  no  small  degree, 
to  check  the  haughty  duiniiicvring  spirit  of  (liraldiia.     Th^ 

*  KIrury,  I.  7-t  ;  (liralilita  tl«  n'liiii)  a  mi  gi'atw. 

f  Tliti  itrfvailiiifj  (Vltiu  ou^ttiiii  of  riijoyiiii;  fKiliu>  lieverage  ^tUrr  tlie  I'riii- 
oiiMd  ineul  wiu  iiliwrVMl  aiiKiriK  thu  aiu-iuiit  Iriiih.  lu  in  fiu't  it  ia  .ilndni;  their 
(loHcpmtAiitH  U*  tluN  lUy.  To  a  i^'rHnn  iiiiH^ijiiititiUMl  witii  hucIi  a  natiiuiaTiirta^u, 
aa  Oiroiihiti  I  'aiultn'iittii  Otittially  hoil  lN«n,  it  iniglit  apiwar  iMniii'wbat  Hinuular : 
he  iUn'S  not,  howevor,  a(-L-llJ^»  tiutm  uf  inelmcty,  at  Ih  i>vi<l»nt  from  i\w  term 
jnAttrfA,  wliii^h  lie  thonuht  nri>mir  l<t  BUil'Ioy  on  tho  (M;i*»Miuu. 

;  (linOO.  ToiK  llih.  3.  3.  ■ 


nxuUiitncitl.  iiiiit>iiit  or  iiiri.«Hri  HH 

ilingniraftil  >'iiii<luot  of  liii  countrynwli,  mid  Cli*  pul>lir  «x|ioiHi 
HfliTcli  Imil  jiiil  l>p<>ii  iii»ili>,  wiirkixl  ••  •trnn||(lv  uii  Ilia  ftwliiifti, 
that  lio  rct'iiiu'il  tho  vnciint  i«<u  iif  Krrii*,  wliicli  liuil  li««ii  tlien 
nflorcil  U<  liiiii  liy  Ilia  (nitriiii  |>riiiri>  Jiilin,  iiiiil  WMin  klU'r  ra- 
tiiriK'd  til  liin  own  riiiiiilry.  It  ii|i|)>mr«  lliiit  acvvral  nf  the 
Kiiit'ml)  iK'di-niiuitira  liml,  liy  lliia  time,  fouiiil  niiiiinA  of  nliUin- 
iriK  ■  •«ttlrnu-nt  in  thitt  ilim'eMi;  far  wliirli  ruaniiii,  it  wm  the 
Hiixioiia  wiah  of  thn  iiativ«  t-l«rvy,  ami  Inilrad  uf  nrrliliiahop 
(^iiinin,  thHt  no  ix-raon  liiit  nn  Iriahiimn  of  Koal  and  firnineaa 
ahouM  hii  ii|i|i<iiiitml  to  |iri«lde  over  It  Ail  oyea  wiTe  iinw 
flmiiltm  Alliin  O'Miilloy,  mill  hiivin^  hwn  nci'ordinjily  i'on»o- 
I'rati'd,*  tliia  (li>t('rniiniMl  iiml  ruliffioiia  |ir«l«le  aimn  liej^an,  liy 
\>urt('mii  hia  ilioocat',  to  tcacli  thiiw  nvw-fimhioned  Engliah 
reforiiuira  tho  pnu'liiul  uiul  |iro|H.'r  mi'Miing  of  Iriah  diaciplino 
ami  of  Irish 'morality.  ' 

Alliin  win  not,  however,  C(|iiully  aiK'fpaafiil  in  hia  le({«!  pro- 
oodliii)'!!  Hpiinst  VVillium,  enrl  of  IViiiliruko  and  curl  ninrahal 
of  KiiKlaiid.  Tlii«  nolile  iidvvniurvr  hud,  liy  hiii  ninrriiifrn  with 
laaln-l,  only  diiiii;ht(ir  of 'Strunuhow,  a<'i|iiiri'd  luruo  |KiaHi;Haiona 
ill  l.i'iniili'r;  anil  tlieau  eatatea  liecaniti  •'onardi'mhly  aiiKnipiiti'd 
after  IiIh  aiipiiintmcnt  uk  lord  deputy,  in  tho^  pince  of  VVilliam 
IV'lit,  ill  I  I'.M .  In  those  tiniea  ■'c-closiaaticHl  ri'vpnuo,  like  every 
other  «|ie<'ieii  of  property,  wiia  iiwouro,  while  the  iiioat  ancient 
pn'HcTiiitive  riylita  had  lieen  oflentiniea  rninpclled  to  j;ive  way 
lii'iieatli  the  iireiiaiire  of  arliitrary  control  or  mililary  deapoliani. 
It  upimirs  tliiit  certiiin  inanora  which  had,  from  time  imine- 
niorial,  lieloiijrcil  to  the  aiv  of  Feriia,  and  which  were  nsiinlly 
aet  a|iart  fur  lliu  iiao  of  the  |i<ior,  had  Iwcii  Hcizcd  upon  hv  tlii« 


oiia  eatatea.     Af{ainat  tliia  ciicrouchinvnt  on  Inr  ri^lit 

IHior,  tho  liislinp  of  Kcriia  reiiionatralcd  ,1  and  ^Itlio^h  liWad 


opulent  iKilileiiiiiii  and  placed  on  tho  roll  of  1^  alrtnxly  ^ei'- 

ventured  to  commence  a  suit  ou  thia  proceeding  of  tfio  dcplity, 
yet  the  reanll  was  a  fuiUire;  for  no  tribunal  could  he  foAnd 
either  ulilo  or  uilliu);  to  detcriniiii)  audi  a  case  hy  any  fair  or 
impartial  decision  'I'lic  earl,  however,  aeeiiia  to  have  anon 
after  regretted  the  course  which  had  been  pursued,  and  endoa- 

,»r«l(vo«Mir 

obAftvr  of  Iho  ahlit'y  of  DitntipMly,  tu  wliioh  Jf>«t'|tli  had  Imk-h  a  witneiui,  Im 
§u\jM^ri}tvn  liimwlf  bitthnp  nf  Wt-xfrm) ;  Ami  tt  i*  VKrtaiii  that  in  the  Intll  whioti 


*  It  niny  )n>  |irn[H'r  Ut  remark  tliat  Alliin  O'MiiHity,  ami  alnn  hit  |i 
JoHTph  o'flt'tht',  hovo  Ihh'h  *'iiiu;tinii'«  Ktyltwl  hinhnpx  rif  Wuxfor"! 
obAftvr  of  tho  ahht'y  "f  Dtmlipwly.  tu  which  J*»«t'|tli  hati  iMtt-n  a  • 
§u\jM^ri}tvn  himwlf  bitthnp  nf  Wt-xfrml ;  Ami  tt  i*  VKrtaiii  that  in  the  Intll  whioti 
.Itthn  t'umiii  Iia4l  nlitatiiiMt  fmnt  LiK-iui  III.  in  I1H2,  tbtM  Mtt  ia  i-allutl  "  Kptn- 
c(>|iatiiN  Woiforthonii"."  It  i*  pn.lKihle  that  thi*y  mitiM  liave  h»'l  h..im.  inten- 
tion of  tmn«Utii)}(  the  iiett  thithir,  in  L'onat<i)iicii('c  of  tho  riiunii  iTnixtrtnnru  t*t 
t\w  t<»wn  of  Wiixfonl  at  thia  timo ;  hnwuviT,  ufUT  tho  ili-nllt  of  Alhin 
(VMulhty,  thpi>rt-lat<'>  of  tht«ihtH»>H«>  woro  iitfiirialily  rttyloil  hiHh'M"  (>'  fi'rria 

t   Mathow,  I'ariH,  lliat.  Mftj    ;  Wan-'s  Biflflo|W. 


8M  l(!ri4s«iA»ri<*i  iii»niicr  "r  iKinKn 

vniiri-il  til  iimliii  ninplv  n'|Mr«tiun,  by  lwciiininf(  the  patron  of 
variiiiia  mliKiou"  un<l  cliariliililv  fnuniliiliiinii.  Albiii  O'Miillor 
cnntiniiuil  in  Ihi)  ftilminiiitretion  of  tho  diocemi  of  Korni  until 
mi,  ill  wliich  yenr  li«  ili«il,  aflvr  an  inuuniboncy  of  thirty- 
iix  yimra, 

III  thnae  formar  anfiry  timna,  when  the  fury  of  the  Dane 
waa  not  to  bo  apjieiuwcl  I'vun  by  the  prnfanalion  of  the  aanr- 
tiiary,  ibi*  HiiTt'il  rumaiiin  of  Nt.  I'atrick,  Ht  llriK<<l>  oml  Ht. 
Ooliiinliliill  liml  lit'i'n  rcinovoil  from  their  nhrinen  by  aoini"  of 
the  faithful,  anil  ili-poaitril  in  a  ri'lireil  |i«rl  of  the  catbiHlnil  of 
Down  The  ploco  in  which  Ihov  hail  Ix'pn  eonri-alinl  waa 
known  but  to  liiw,  ao  that  after  tlie  lapae  of  mnnv  yean  the 
hallowoil  aiMit  rnuhl  not  lie  exactly  aacert«ineil.  Malacliy  waa 
biahop  of  i)owii  in  I  I8<S,  hiiviiiu  licon  the  tliini  in  aucreiwion 
after  the  ^rcat  St.  Malachy.  Thin  pioua  prelate  hail  lM>en  for 
a  \i<ni!  time  Milleitoua  toilineiiver  tliu  place  in  which  the  ricroil 
trcnaiire  liiy,  ami  to  thit  eHect  he  ccaiwil  not  to  |Kmr  forth  his 
humble  nii<l  nioat  fervent  aupplicjitiona  to  the  Alnii^'hty. 
While  in  tlia  vxerciau  of  one  of  tlieao  acta  of  ilevotioii,  hia 
atleiition  wn.H  dirccleil  in  a  :iu|ierimtnriil  manner,  as  trailition 
will  have  it,  tn  u  (lurticular  quarter  of  the  cntlieilral,  ami  he 
lost  no  lime  in  huviiif;  it  carefully  exainineil.  When  the 
|ienona  einployoil  in  removing  the  earth  hail  procceiloil  to  a 
certain  ileplh,  they  finiiul  the  relics,  which  they  iniinediuteiy 
took  up  anil  reverently  pluciHl  in  tbree  sc|ianite  coftiiis* 
Jiilin  lie  Courcy,  then  liinl  of  Uown,  hnviii^  been  niaile 
aci|iinfiiti'il  nitli  the  liict  ami  its  circuniBtances,  it  was  ngreeil 
that  a  liirmiil  application  shoulil  be  referreil  to|Nipo  llrlian  III., 
for  the  Holemii  traiislatinn  of  tliiwe  siicreil  remains  Delegates 
were  Hiiiirilingly  ilcspatchtMl  to  Home,  ami  their  inemoriut 
tiaviii)!  been  receiveil  ami  sanctioncil  by  lll'o  |iontlft',  Vivian, 
curiliiial  priest  ol  8t.  Stephen  ilu  Muiite  CoDlio,  was  nent  over 
to  Irclanii,  with  |Hiwent  to  prcxiiio  as  legate  a|ioatiilic  on  this 
august  occnsiiiii.  The  ceremony  of  the  translation  took  place 
iniineiliiitely  after  the  arrival  o^.  the  legate,  anil  on  the  9th  of 
June,  the  tenlival  of  St.  ('olumlia,  the  hallowcil  remains  of  St. 
l'atrick,.St.  Ilriffiil,  anil  St.  ('olumbkill  were  removeil  from 
the  place  in  nliicli  they  hail  been  so  lung  concealeil,  anil 
de|KiBiteil  with  great  solemnity  in  tliu  saiiio  nioiiament,(  at  the 
right  aiile  of  the  high  altar.    This  interesting  ceremony  waa 

*  Oflice  lit  tlM>  Truwiatiou,  printiil  in  Puriii.  a.  n.  1020  ;  MeMiii^hniu.  Plortleg. 
t  tluiiiM)  tlio  (iiUuwiu^  tliHtich,  forming  Uiv  reti|H>iwe  to  tbs  eighth  iMMm  of 
the  ol1ic«  :  - 

"  Nunc  trcN  m  lluao  tiimiilo  tiiiiiiilantiir  in  uno, 
BrijpiU,  I'niricias,  sU)iie  Colululta  piu*  " 


■CCUUIAfTICAL  NWTUir  uf  lULAlin 
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•tlanclutl  Ity  fiftiwii  lii«liu|M,  btMiilw  »  jtrmt  numbtir  uf  abboU, 
|iriora,  ilfiiiM,  «iiil  iliwiinii,  uriil  u  vut  coiicuiiru  uf  iwopla. 
On  eliia  (x'l'iuiiin,  liki'nixK,  it  wiia  ilvrrtioil,  tlint  hvliinfoi'tll  iho 
miiiivi-niirv  nf  tliia  trmiiiluliiiii  ilioulil  Ixi cvk'bratuil  lu  «  nuluiiin 
foalivitl  tliriiii^liiiiit  Irvlund. 

At  Ihu  cliMti  nf  |lii5  twi-lftb  c-ontury  (ill  I  lOlt),  Matthew 
O'lK'iiuy,  urclil>i»ii<i|i  uf  (7iulii'l,  iiiil  lucci'miir  of  Maurice,* 
wiu  u|>|iuiiitucl   li'gutii  «|Kn|iili<.'   fur  Irvluml  by  |iu|iu  Culuitiiio 

Tliu  fulluwiii((  uulo|;y  of  tho  illiiatriuun  O'lluiiey  ia  rumrded 
ill  till!  Aiiimla  of  St.  Mary'a  Aliliuy,  Oiiblin,  to.  1200: — 
"  Muttlivw,  urriilii>bo|i  of  OukIihI,  li'iiiitu  uf  ull  Iruluml.thu 
wiM'nt  mill  iiiuat  rvlixiuua  iiiaii  ul  tlii!  imtivea  uf  tlmt  country, 
hiivinK  fuuiiiliHl  many  cliiirrli<'«,  uml  triiiiiiplioii  owr  the 
oiwniy  of  niunkinil  liy  woritiiiK  ninny  niiraclva,  voluntarily 
alMiuluiit'cl  ull  Horlilly  pump,  anil  happily  went  to  reat  ill  the 
al'bt'y  of   Holy  Croaa." 

Tho  civil  liiatory  uf  Iruland,  at  thn  dote  of  tho  twelfth 
rrntury,  ia  truly  awful,  but  ilo«*  nut,  of  courao,  coinu  within 
the  acu|Ki  of  tliia  aimlyaia.  Krimi  tho  uiiaotllud  atnto  of  the 
nation,  neither  liiaciplinu  nor  niuralily  had  in  tliia  uuu  been  in 
any  inunner  umuliorated,  iiotwithntiiniliiig  thu  nuinlier  uf  it* 
ayiKHla  and  tliu  exertiuna  uf  ita  umiiient  men.  Uurin)(  thu  laat 
thirty  yeara,  the  Church  of  Ireland  had,  inureover,  aiintained 
many  and  aiTioiia  injuriea,  (larticularly  in  Leinater.  Theae, 
liuwuver,  hud  liecii  (aartly  re|>uire<l  by  the  laboura  uf  archbiahop 
Cumin  anil  of  liia  auH'riif^un  bialio|«,  while  at  the  aaiiiu  timu 
many  nithiMlrul  churches,  and  auverul  nioiiaatic  inntitutions, 
were  founded,  which  for  piety  and  learning  hud,  in  aubsequuut 
tiiiioa,  bucuniu  iloaorveJIy  culubratod. 


Ul  atn'ti^li  thtMr  liaiiil 


Ul  nn'tiii  tntMr  liaiiilv  (.n  itny  ,M^-ftMti)ii  B^Aiiitt  thit  aAiiiui  ol  UiKt  nut  a 
|i«<>|ili>  an-  ri<iw  ,.<>iiif  iiit^i  thu  kiiixiloiii,  wlin  know  how,  an,!  firt<  aecuHtome,!, 
U>  make  niartyni.  Ilitiu-crorth  livlajiil  MhaU,  liku  oilier  countntw,  hmvo 
inartyra."     Ty|Kigra|>biii,  ilia.  3,  i'lul>.  Kill. 


U6 
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OHAITKH  II. 

Na«MHon  iif  HV  fslrtuk     IC|>li>iii|«il  Hna     llubgimu  rnumUUiiiM  ul  Uw 
Twi'lftliCi'litiiry. 

(!kuu8  (('italliii'li),  M  lin»   Inu'ii  alrouijy  atntoil,  continuoil  U) 

SiiviTii  till)  urrlii(>|iiiitMi|ml  mv  iif  Arinugli  until  lii'  ilmtli  in 
III  yeiir  1I2U.  Niitwilliiitniiilinff  tliu  iiiniiy  efltirli  wliic|i  liail 
bi'uii  iiisilu  liy  CelHiiH,  tliu  work  of  iMurnution  wua  now  miiiiieil, 
wliilu  Mauhitiui,  Mill  uf  tliii  |»uu<'ii-itri,'lil>ifilio|i  Domnulil, 
Willi  I'liTtuil  liy  tliu  ninno|iiiliiinK  funiily  iinil  tlirimt  into  the 
Mil:  AfliT  Iliis  iiiiur|ier  Imil  I'lijiiyuil  tlio  lein|>iinililii>>,  tuKethor 
,wirii  tliii  piiiiiiitial  title,  fur  iilioiit  tlirmi  yi-nrn,  St  Mulitcliy  wu 
priiviiilc'it  ii|Hin,  liy  tin.'  Ic/jhIu  (iilk'lart  iiinl  otlu'r  |iri'lutuit,  to 
ri'tiKivi'  friiiii  the  auu  uf  (/'oiiiior  to  that  of  Ariiittuh.  Ho 
foriiiiiliiljlf,  liowrviT,  hml  tho  powiT  of  this  fHctinii  Wuinv, 
tliiit  tliv  Hiiint  coiilil  nut  atlvinpt  to  untur  tho  city  until  uftvr 
lilt'  (k'utli  iif  thu  usurjMir,  which  took  |ilaco  in  1134. 

iMaliciiy  Wits  now  ciiniliictuit  iiitii  the  city  of  Armagh  by 
the  clergy,  tugothor  with  iiiuiiy  of  thu  noiglibuiirinK  |irinc«« 
unil  a  runt  concoiiriw  uf  |H)o|ilf,  all  of  whom  were  ilutcrniiiiod 
to  put  an  villi  to  llmtic  hIiuhca  by  which  that  ancient  ace  had 
Ih!cii  so  Iiiiij;  ilintractuil.  In  thu  niciintiiiiu  a  iHiraon  iiaineil 
NicI,  ft  brother  (as  it  is  mipiiascil)  of  Cckus,  hail  been  set  up 
by  thu  faction;  but  thin  iiitruilcr  was  soou  cuniiiellod  to  leavu 
.Arniaj^h,  and  in  hi^i  tli^lit  ho  took  with  liiui  the  text  of  the 
(iusiK-ls  which  hud  bcliinf^cd  to  St.  I'utrick,  to^^cthcr  with  the 
cuh'brntud  sttiD'  or  cnialur  of  that  a|Hwllu,  umiully  called  I/14 
<'"/'  "/  ■/f'lu.  After  8t.  Malachy  had  presided  over  the  aee 
for  Kve  yc^irx,  hu  resigned,  niid  as  has  been  ulreaily  noticed, 
re|iaircd  to  Down,  having  a|i|H>iiited  an  his  successor* 

(JKi.Asius  ((iilia-iiiacLiegt),  abbot  u/.l|urry  and  Archdeacon 
of  that  diocese,  (ielasiiis  had  been  'present  at  the  synod  of 
Kolls,  and  in  1  ll'iS  he  held  a  synod  at  Clano,  in  the  county  of 
Kildarp,  at  which  twenty  six  bii>lio|is  and  many  abbots  attended. 
Ill  this  synod  several  decrees  relative  to  discipline  and  morals 
were  passed ;  and  among  others  it  was  unanimously  ordered, 

•  .\A.  HS.  St  STlh.Msrrh. 

f  llillii  liuo  l.ii'U :  tlklt^iM,  OilU  M4>li  of  t)ii<  M'hiiUr  i  liu  fRlber,  Hudfrick, 
Ih'iiik  iliAtliiKiiuliiHl  in  ttiioHi  tliiyi  m  ft  l«arnod  Antii|iuU'iau.  The  luuuc  luui 
bwit  Utilluwil  UfUaiu.^. 
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tlwt  henceforth  ii<>  iwnnn  ahoiilil  be  appnintcd  m  profenor  of 
Iheulii^y  ill  any  of  thii  nrhwilii  in  IruUnil,  unlnm  ha  hml  pre- 
vioimly  alii'lii^J  for  miih"  tlimi  Ht  ArmtiKli.  (iolnnimi  illeil  on 
thu  H^th  of  Mari-li,  k.D-  1 174,  hikI  in  the  H7lh  your  of  hi»  aj^u. 

(JoRHKMim,  ahlHit  of  lliH  inonailery  of  8t.  I'oter  •nil  Hi. 
Paul  nt  Arinaf;h,  wan,  on  th«  ilvath  of  (litlaaliifi,  oronioUHl  to 
thu  arehirpincoml  chair.  Thin  |ir«lalt'>  Mxin  after  liia  coniiicra- 
liiin,  ant  out  tor  Home,  in  wlii('h<'city  hu  iliwl  on  Iho  ^oar 
folhiwin);,  ami  waa  aiii-efH'iloil  l>y 

(iii.iiKRT  O'CUatN,  liinhop  of  lUphoe;  from  which  see  ha 
hull  Ikh'Ii  Irniialateil,  after  thu  ileutli  of  Oiirn«liu|.  (JiHiert 
•lieil  Ail.  11  HO,  and  hml  as  aiioceaaor  Thohar  O'ComKo*. 
Thia  pri'lato,  howvvor,  alter  hnviii);  preaiilrd  only  four  yimn, 
wilhilruw  t<i  Ilia  favourite  retireiiient  anil  reiiuneil  thu  we  to 

MiKUoHA  O'Carroi.,  hiahop  of  Clojshfr.  The  incunilionc^v 
of  Mii-lioan  wiia  hut  of  ahort  coiiliiuianco.  Soon  after  hia 
tranaliitiiiii  lie  iiiiilurtook  a  joiiriiuy  to  Uoiiic,  and  iliud  on  his 
way  thilliur,  a.d.  IIM4 

Ahlatr  O'MiiRiD,  hia  aiicccaaor,  governed  the  aee  but  one 
year,  and  on  hia  death,  in  1 1H5,  • 

TiinMAa  O'C'oMNoii,  who  hud  roaif;nuil  the  archdioceae  to 
Muilioau  O'CnrroI,  now  reauined  tliu  )(ovomi|iiHit  of  it.  Thoiilaa 
continued  to  iircaiile  over  tho  ptiiiiutiiil  auii  for  ais teen  yeara, 
nnd  ia  styled  in  the  nnnala  of  St.  Mary'a  Aliliuy,  Dublin,  "a 
noble  Hiid  ii  reli^'lous  inuii."  Ilu  die<l  in  IHA,  Rnd  WM  in- 
tcrru<l  in  liu-  nhhcy  of  Mcllilbnt.' 

In  trcaliii);  of  the  (■pi8('o|iiil  aeoa  wu  aliall  cbmmenco  with 
^hat  of 

lilMKHlCK. — Aithou)ih  thu  Diuiiah  iMliHl>itnnta  of  thia  city 
had  bciMi  converted  to  the  C'liiiatian  faith  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eleventh  cunlury,  nevurlhole.ia  they  enjoyed  not  tlie  be- 
iifiit  of  a  rusidunt  prelate  until  Iho  yi'ar  1  lOIS,  about  which 
time  liillcbert  wiia  unaninioiiHlv  cluMen  by  both  clergy  and 
|)Ooplo  t     (iillebcrt  had   bueii  abbot  of  llaii(;or,  and  was  most 

Iirobnbly  a  bishop  before  the  clergy  of  l.iincrick  had  invited 
lim  to  that  city.  It  Inia  been  conjecturi'd  by  some  that  ho 
was  a  Dune,  W'cause  at  that  time  I.,imerick  hail  been  a  Uaniah 
town ;  such,  however,  ia  nut  the  fuel.  That  Oilleliert  was  all 
Iriahinaii,  and  had  received  hia  conaecration  in  Ireland,  Bp|ieara 
evident   from   tlie    corres|iuiideiice    which  had   tuken    place 

*  Warft.  lUrrii'  BUhi>i«. 

T  AedonliiiK  t^i  Waru  nml  aoma  other  writon,  Ht  Mnnchin  had  bMn  tlie 
HrHi  lithhoH  of  l.iiiitfrick  iti  t)io  aevantll  ocntiiry.  Tliu  sdviHrntes  vi  Uiia  tipinlun 
h«*e  nut,  liowi'vor.  Ufii  ftW*'  ti>  |>hHliicv  a  hiiifrlr  |ireli,lf>  in  Ui«Kf<w>f  Limerick, 
frtim  Uia  «Ujt  cif  tliat  uint  ilonu  to  the  time  nl  iiillt-lwrt  in  llCli.  t^  t;«iit 
vii.  u.  iii. 
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between  him  and  St  AiiMlm,  with  whom  ho  Ixicame  acquainted 
in  his  travels  on  the  continent.  Ulllobcrt,  during  his  incnm- 
boncy,  exerted  hiinsvlf  in  bringing  the  liturgical  practices  of 
Irulnnd  into  one  uniform  nysteni;  for  which  purpose  he  com- 
posed a  treatise  entitled  De  I'au  ErrUfiiattico.  In  tliis  tract  he 
tells  the  prelates  and  priests  of  Ireland,  that  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  many  of  them,  he  has  endeavoured  to  point 
out  the  canonical  custom  in  saying  the  hours  and  in  periorm- 
ing  the  otticcs  of  the  whole  ecclesiastical  oi'der.  lie  lias  also 
written  onothcr  tract,  under  the  title  Dt  Statu  Kccletiie,  in 
which  he  arranges  the  dlifervnt  gradations  of  bishops,  nrch- 
bislio|>8,  primates,  mid  popes,  and  the  orders  of  the  ostiarii, 
lectors,  exorcists,  af olythes,  snb-dencons,  deacons,  and  priests, 
assigning  at  the  same  lime  their  respective  powers  and  duties. 

It  has  been  already  noticed  that  Gillebert  was  legate  apos- 
tolic, which  office  ho  resigned  in  1139,  and  during  the  follow- 
ing year  was  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Limerick  by 

Patbick.  This  prelate,  owing  to  the  influence  of  the  Danes, 
was  sent  to  England,  where  he  was  consecrated  by  Theobald, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury.  Patrick,  at  his  consecration,  made 
the  following  profession :  "  I,  Patrick,  elected  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Church  of  himerick,  and  now,  through  the  grace 
of  God,  to  be  consecrated  bishop  by  thee,  most  reverend 
father  Theobald,  archbishop  of  the  holy  (Church  of  Canter' 
bur^  and  primate  of  all  Britain,  do  promise  that  I  will  pay  due 
subjection  and  canonical  obedience  in  every  respect  to  thee, 
and  to  all  thy  successors  who  shall  succeed  thee  canonical ly."* 
Patrick  was  the  only  bishop  of  Limerick,  and  the  last  of  any. 
ol'  the  Iri.Hli  bishops,  who  had  maile  a  profession  of  obedience  to 
the  see  of  Canterbury.  His  three  successors,  Harold,  Turgese 
aiul  Urictius,  lia<l  been  Danes,  but  were  consecrated  in  Ireland. 
At  length 

I)oNii.D  O'Hbian,  descended  from  the  royal  family  of  the 
O'Urians  of  Thoinond,  became  bishop  of  Limerick  towards  the 
close  of  the  twelfth  century. 

DRnar  was  in  this  century  raised  to  the  rank  of  an  episco- 
pal see ;  Flathdkht  O'Bbolciun,  abbot  of  the  monastery  of 
Derry,  having  been  appointed  its  Hint  bishop.f     This  election 

•  Ware,  BUhoj* ;  l!«hw,  Syl. 

t  Fn>m  Uiin  fuiindstUm  oi  tuo  WNt  of  Derry  in  1 158  s  dUliciiIty  ariHes,  which 
tl«H'«  uot  ap^ioar  tu  havtt  k««n  m  yvt  fmtisfaotnrily  exptatned.  It  nay  be  nicol. 
K'Ctitl  that,  ID  the  lint  uf  Die  epUeojwl  feet,  ilrawn  up  iu  the  syiiotl  of  Keltu, 
the  see  of  Oerry  is  iiuirketf  iw  one  of  tho  Rutfra^an  sees  belongiii}^  to  Armagh. 
.^K.tib,  iu  the  ityuii.t  uf  Htith-Breaaail,  hehl  thtrty-foiu*  yean  pnor  t4t  that  of 
KellM,  tlie  iK'e  of  lleiry  in  alw)  placeii  in  the  eatalugim  of  bitibo|)ric)i ;  nevertbe- 
lew.  He  tiiul  in  alt  oui  auuals  the  foundation  of  tho  iR.e  of  Lferry  awigned  to 
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took  place  in  a  §yiio(t  held  at  DrigliTlui%  in  Meatli  (in  1158), 
and  at  which  Oi-lasiiis  and  Cliristian,  then  bishop  of  Lismore 
and  legato  ap<»tolic,  with  twentv-HTc  other  bishoiM,  were 
present.*  It  has  l)uen  alreaily  noticed  that  St.  Ku^^ene  had,  in 
the  sixth  century,  fixed  liis  see  at  Ardsnith.  in  the  now  county 
of  Tyrone.  This  see  was  afterwards  translated  to  Mouheru, 
eight  miles  distant,  the  bishops  of  which  were  styled  Kpiscopi 
Kathlurienscs,  from  St.  Luroch,  whose  principal  church  had 
been  greatly  venerated  in  that  ancient  place.f  The  see  of 
]K>rry,  however,  having  been  now  established,  this  see  of  Kath- 
lure  was  Hoon  after  annexed  to  it  In  1161  Flatlibert,  with  the 
ouiHtance  of  Mac-Laughlin,  king  of  Ireland,  founded  the 
calhe<lral  church  of  Derry.  lie  died  in  1175,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Maurice  O'Cofly.  a  canon  of  the  order  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  heretofore  uishop  of  Itathlure't 

TnB  8KR  OF  AoiUDOR,  iu  Kerry,  ap|>ear8  to  have  been 
united  to  that  of  Ardfcrt  about  the  year  U58.§  The  histor)' 
of  this  sue  has  not  been  satisfactorily  accounted  fur  by  any 
of  our  annalists.  It  is  generally  sum>08ed  to  Iiave  taken  its 
rise  from  the  monastery  of  Innisfallen.  This  opinion  is  ap* 
parentty  confirmed  by  the  fjict,  that  itd  cathe<lrul  had  been 
dedicated  to  St.  Finian,||  from  which  saint  that  uiunastcry 
derived  its  foundation.     In  1158  the  great  cimrch  of  Aghadoe 

t)ie  ftyurxl  of  KriKhTliaiK.  in  IIM.  If  Deny  had  not  Wen  a  we  until  lt:l$, 
wliy  w(w  it  markivl  in  the  lint  of  se«H,  At  Kctis,  in  1IA2,  or  in  that  of  Rnth- 
IlnuvMil  ill  DINT  l>r.  I  Auig&ii  in  of  nniniun  ttiat  i'euciiw  Canimriiu  (llonoritu) 
111.,  fmin  whom  KoMinK.  Ware,  »nu  othen  have  taken  thoir  lint)  inuHt  liave 
made  a  miHtAko  iu  the  cataloguo  of  the  eiiiHCoiud  sees  which  ho  drew  u|i  in  hia 
work  untiUinl  fViMiot  i^tmrrnUA  (i-hap.  xxvii.  u.  100).  Uut  hnw  in  it  |>nit>alde 
that  ttiia  niiHUUio  eoutd  occur,  not  only  with  reiitect  to  the  littt  funiiihed  1>y 
tJie  Hvnotl  of  Kellk,  but  likcwme  with  that  whiou  had  \teun  drawn  un  at  the 
Hyiiodof  lUth-Bn>AHail?  It  in  moreover  certain,  that  (.'ardinal  Papam  had,  on 
his  irtiim  to  Itonie,  bn>nf(ht  with  hiui  a  catalncue  of  the  ciiikvonal  iceH  of 
Ireland,  as  dvtrruiiniKl  iiimui  at  the  lynotl  of  Kellu  ;  and  it  is  tf«|ually  certain, 
thati''ent^iiu4.'anu*rantiH  tiatl  acctvis  to  that  authentic  ^^cnuinc  document    The 

ItndiAhility  in,  that  in  these  tiyniKht  of  Kath  Brfaaail  and  Kulla.  and  j>articu- 
arly  in  tlio  Utter,  it  \i»A  t>oen  agreed  ujion,  to  ntiw  Derry  to  the  rank  of  an 
eiPiactiiial  mv,  altogether  distinct  and  iiide{>«udent  <  f  the  ancient  liiHhnitriu  »f 
Itathlurc  (or  Anlaroth),  the  pri-lateHof  which  had  jurisdiction  o\pr  tlic  ilistrict 
of  I>frry,  and  considcrahte  inthiencu  with  the  princes  of  the  north  of  Imland. 
Mauriiw  O'CotTy,  who  was  ttiHhoii  of  iUthlnre  (or  as  it  had  lieeu  also  calle«l 
KiuulKoKain)  at  the  time  of  tne  council  of  Kt-ils,  was  a  preUte  greatly 
est^emiHl,  as  well  by  the  Mimu  dynasts  an  by  the  eler^'y  of  that  cxtenMVC  <lis- 
trict,  Owiiii;.  Uierefore,  to  the  tnlluence  of  tnc4eprelat4,'8,  (Uld  purhajts  tuaoBW 
unarrndablc  focal  circnnifitanoftt,  the  actual  consecration  of  a  biab(»j»  for  Derry 
iDif;ht  have  )*€en  {Kwt|>onnl  until  I IHS.  Hence  we  find  that  after  the  rcsi^^- 
tion  of  KInthttert,  tint  binhop  of  Derry,  the  see  of  Rathlnre  was  annexed 
thereto,  and  the  same  Matirieo  0'<"ofry,  having  removeil  to  Deiry,  liocatne  in 
fact  the  rfgidar  and  sole  bisho|>  of  the  uni(>n. 

•  Tr.  Th.  |t.  .'«W.  t  Ware,  Bifthoi»  J  Ware's  Bishops. 

{(  HarriH'  bislioiw.  ti  Sniitli,  Hist  of  Kerry,  p.  ti7> 
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i 
was  comijleted  by  Aiiliffe-mor,  ton  of  Aengua  O'Donoughne 
and  prince  of  that  territory.     It  appears  tnat  the  diocese  of 
Ardtort  comprised  the  northern  part  of   Kerry,   while  the 
southempnrt  belonged  to  that  of  Aghadoc* 

Uefore  tlie  close  of  the  twelfth  century,  several  of  the 
minor  sees  had  been  discontinued  and  became  united  to 
others.  The  ancient  sea  of  Hoscrea  was  united  to  that  of 
Killaloe  in  1195;  and  abont  the  same  time  the  see  of  Innis- 
ofttthy  became  united  to  that  of  Limerick,  while  its  posses- 
sions were  divided  between  the  sees  of  Limerick,  Killaloe,  and 
Ardfert.t  The  sees  of  Ardcarn,  Uuniclive,  and  Koscommon, 
were  annexed  to  Elpliin.  The  diocese  of  Cong  became  united 
to  Tnam;  while  the  ancient  sees  of  Kells,  Slane,  Duleek, 
Ardbraccan,  Trim,  Skrine,  Fore,  and  Dunslmughlin  were  all 
merged  in  and  united  to  Meath. 

DiiBLiM, — On  the  death  of  Samuel  O'llaingley,  in  1121, 
Colsus,  who  was  then  archliishnp  of  Armagh,  bad,  by  tho 
consent  of  many  of  the  Irish  and  Danes  of  Dublin,  been 
appointed  their  bishop  {  This  step  was  taken  for  tliu  purpose 
o.f  bringing  that  see  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  primate  of 
Ireland,  and  of  putting  an  end  to  the  authority  of  the  see  of 
Canterbury.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  Celsus  did  not 
undcrtuku  the  government  of  the  iliocese  of  Dublin;  for  it 
appears  that  a  great  majority  of  the  burgesses  and  clergy  of  the 
city  op|ioscd  this  appointment  and  electeil  Grkooby,  who  v/ag 
not  as  yet  a  deacon,  for  their  bi9liop.§  In  this  election  tho 
Danish  inhabitants  had  been  assisted  by  Turlogh  O'Connor, 
king  of  Oonnaught,  to  whom  Dublin  was  at  that  time  subject. 
According  to  euafom,  Gregory  was  sent  by  the  Danish  electors 
to  Canterbury,  on  which  occasion  he  was  funn'shed  with  a 
letter  from  Turlogh  O'Connor  to  Henry  I.,  king  of  England. 
Gregory,  on  his  arrival,  was  ordained  deacon  and  priest  by 
Roger,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  and  shortly  after  was  consecrated 
bishop  by  Kalph,  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  The  consecra- 
tion took  place  at  I^mbeth,  on  the  2nd  of  October,  1121,  at 
which  l|e  made  the  following  professjian  of  obedience:  "I, 
Gregory,  elected  to  the  government  of  the  Church  of  Dublin, 
which  is  situated  in  Ireland,  and  to  be  consecrated  bythee; — 
rcvercml  fatlier  Halph,  archbishop  of  the'  lipl^^iurch  of 
Canterbury  and  primate  of  all  Britain,  do  proinBpMt  I  will 
observe,  in  every  respect,  canonical  obedience  ttfhcc  and  all 
thy  successors."!  Gregory  had  governed  tho  see  for  thirty- 
one  years  when  he  received  the  pallium  from  Cardinal  Paparo, 

*  Hmtim'  BUhopa.     t  Itnchfoli'fi  CVmstitutionii  (kp.  Wilkin 'i  OoDcilia,  vol  i). 
t  Kour  Mutcn.        f  Tr.  Th.  p.  309.        ||  W«re.  Biiihop& 
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ill  the  nyiiod  of  Kellii,  and  tliua  bocamo  the  tint  archbiahop 
of  Dublin.  His  death  occurred  in  lltil,  in  which  year  he 
wu  succeodoil  by  the  holy  abbot  of  Gluiidalocb, 

LlURKNCK  O'TooLE.  'I'lienaniuof  this  diatinguished  prelate 
Ipi  liccn  here  inserted,  in  order  to  notice  the  regular  chain  of 
nuccewiion,  w)iilu  tlie  histciry  of  his  administration  as  abbot  of 
Glondaloch,  and  afterwanla  as  arclibishop  of  Dublin,  shall  be 
reserved  for  the  tliiril  chapter. 

JouN  CuHia  (or  Comin),  the  successor  of  St.  Laurence 
OToole,  arrived  in  Dublin  on  the  bill  of  September,  k.v.  1 184. 
Thia  prelate,  after  having  been  ronsccnited  by  Luciua  III., 
obtained  from  lliut  po|>o  a  bull,  dated  13th  April,  a.d.  1 182, 
by  which  the  nope  decrees:  "  That  no  archbishop  or  bishop  do 
presume  to  hold  incotings  in  the  diocese  of  Dublin,  or  to  treat 
of  the  eeck'siiiHticul  causes  and  afliiirs  of  said  diocese,  without 
the  consent  uf  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  if  he  (the  archbishop 

^  of  l)ublin)  be  actually  in  his  bi8lio|>ric  or  see,  unless  such  other 
jirclato  bo  enjoined  so  to  do  by  the  Uoinan  pontilT  or  his 
legate."*  From  tills  bull  of  Lucius  III.,  of  rather  from  the- 
more  ample  one  of  llonorius  111.,  in  the  thirteenth  century, 
aro.so  the  famous  controversy  regarding  tlie  primatial  rights, 
which  hud  so  long  subsisted  between  the  sees  of  Armagh  and 
Dublin.  The  manifest  objectof  this  bull  was  tocxemiitthe  see 
of  Dublin  from  the  exercise  of  that  extensive  and,  in  fact,  arbi- 
trary power  which  the  archbishops  of  Armagh  had,  by  ancient 
immemoriul  usage,  claimed  and  enjoyed.  It  ap|ieurs  tlijit  in  those 
furiner  times,  when  the  primate  of  Armagh  had  been  the  only 
ttrohbishop  of  Ireland,  he  miide  a  visitation  of  each  diocese  of 
the  kinKd<mi  whenever  he  thought  proper,  and  took  into  his  own 
builds  the  uncontrolled  management  of  their  internal  concerns; 
in  short,  ho  enjoyed  a  more  ample  plenitude  of  power  and  ' 

jurisdiction  than  the  canon  law  of  the  twelfth  century  had 
allowed  to  any  primate.  This  bull,  therefore,  protects  the  see 
of  Dublin  from  the  extensive  jurisdiction  of  Armagh,  but  by 
no  means  renders  it  indejiendent  of  that  see;  nor  does  it  en- 
croach on  the  primatial  privileges  established.^n  the  synod  of 
Kcllsi  and  nwticuiarlx-m- thocusa  of  apfieals  ipade  to,  and  to  ' 
be  decided  uy,  the  primate  in  his  ordinary  ecclesiastical  court 
at  Armagh. 

*  Hit'  fuflowiiifj  are  tho  wonlii  of  the  originsl ;  ".^^ron^  qumiue  canonum 
sutlloritiitcin  )KH|iienU>R  HtutiiiniuR>  ut  nullufi  iut!hi4!iiiecupuii  vel  c|iiicii])iis 
atmiiuo  atstwDsu  Dubliiii(-nHi!f'ari-hieiiiHCOtii,  n  m  epueu/xiAi/henV,  in  difuftti  J/mth- 
liHietui  cirnvfutlis  cclebrare,  csiiuut  et  eccUfiiaBtacif  neffotia  ejnitdein  lUtiecosis, 
iiitti  (MT  itomauuiii  VoiitUicftn  vfl  iRj^Atiiiu  ojiiHfucntciut'niiiijunctiim,  tnctare 
pmiiiiunt-'' 
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The  obvioDs  meaning,  therefore,  of  the  bull  of  Lucius  III. 
i«,  that  while  there  is  an  archbishop  of  Dublin  actually  presid- 
ing over  that  diocese,  no  other  prolate,  not  even  the  primate, 
shall  attempt  to  hold  meetings  or  discuss  its  aft'uira  tciV/ii'n  tht 
diocat  of  Dulilin,  except  the  pope  or  his  legato  shall  authorize 
him  so  to  do;  nevertheless,  it  by  no  means  follows  tliat  such 
appeals  may  not  he  received  and  juridically  decided  by  the 
archbishop  of  Armagh  or  primate  in  his  own  ecclesiastical 
court.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that  »ny  of  the  primates 
of  the  twelfth  century  had  remonstrated  against  this  limitation 
of  their  prerogatives ;  the  controversy  on  that  subject,  being  of 
a  much  later  date,  emanated  from  the  more  ample  exemptions 
contained  in  the  bull  of  Honorius  III.* 

Archbishop  Cumin,  in  1 19<),  commenced  the  foundation  di 
the  church  of  St.  Patrick  in  Dublin,  on  the  site  of  the  old 
[urochial  church,  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the  south  sub- 
urbs of  the  city.  It  had  at  that  time  been  constituted  a  col- 
legiate church,  with  thirteen  prebends  annexed  to  it,  which 
number  was  afterwards  increased  to  twenty-two.  The  charter 
of  the  archbishop  is  in  these  words:  "  We  decree,  God  willing, 
with  the  approlution  of  the  holy  see  of  Rome  and  our  prince 
John,  carl  of  Morton,  to  make  St.  Patrick's  Ciidhcr  in 
Dublin  a  prebendary,  and  to  institute  therein  a  college  of 
c^lerks,  of  good  life  and  learning,  who,  by  their  virtues  and 
conversation,  may  give  example  to  others."t  This  stately 
ediKce  was  erected  into  a  cathedral  during  the  incumbency  of 
his  successor,  Uenry  de  Loundres. 

The  fashion  of  building  churches  of  stone  having  now 
become  very  general  in  Ireland,  several  cathedrals  date  their 
foundation  from  this  century.  iVmong  these  the  following 
may  l>e  briefly  noticed : 

I'liK  CATUKDRAL  OF  St.  Patrick  IN  DowN  had  been  rebuilt, 
1137,  by  St.  Mulachy,  and  about  forty  years  af ter.wards-woft^ - 
onlargedand  jjsautiiiuJ-  by  Malatihy  ilf.  hishop  of  Down,  in 
""WliTcU  wort  he  was  muniHcently  assisted  by  John  De  Courcey. 
In  1183,  De  Courcey  removed  the  secular  canons  from  the 
cathedral,  and  in  their  place  introduced  Benedictine  monks, 
whom  he  brought  from  the  abbey  of  St.  Wcrburg,  in  Chester. 
At  tluit  time  also,  this  church,  which  had  been  befoi-e  conse- 
crated to  the  Holy  Trinity,  was  now  dedicated  to  St.  Patrick. 

TuK  CATHKOBAL  OF  St.  Mary  IB  TuAH  was  founded  about 
the  year  1152  by  Edan  O'Hoisin,  first  archbishop  of  Tuam, 
and  Tirdelvac  O'Connor,  king  of  Ireland.}    Edan  wasinterreil 

*  8«e  c*ut  xiii  ohAp.  i.       t  Wue'i  AniuUa.       t  Witre'i  ADtiq.  c.  xxix. 
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in  tliit  cntlmlral  in  1161,  and  on  lil>  tomb  wo^  an  Irisli 
epitaph,  in  which  he  is  cnlleil  "  comorban,  or  successor  of  St. 
larlath."  Many  of  liis  saccessors  haJ  been  benefactors  to  this 
church,  and  particularly  Thomas  O'Coiior,  in  1260,  bjr  wliom 
a  new  choir  was  erected,  and  the  churcli  was  considerably 
enlarged. 

TiiR  CATHKDRAL  OF  St.  Coldmba  IN  Drrrt,  Called  in  the 
Ulster  Annals  the  great  churcli  of  Deny,  was  founded  in 
1164  by  Maurice  Mac-Luuehlin,  king  of  Ireland.*  About 
that  time  Maurice  O'CofTy,  bishop  of  Ardstrath,  removed  to 
Uerry,  and  afterwards  eflected  a  union  of  both  sees.  Flath- 
bert  O'lirolcun,  bishop  of  Uerry  and  abbot  of  St.  Coluniba, 
had  been  a  jiarticular  lienefactor  to  this  church. 

Tub  catiikdhai.  of  St.  Patrick  in  Cabiirl  was  erected  and 
endowed  by  Donald  O'Urian,  king  of  North  Munster,  about 
the  year  IITO.  This  munificent  prince  bestowed  large  re- 
venijcs  on  the  see  of  Cashel,  which  were  afterwards  aug- 
mented by  the  donations  of  his  son  Donagli.  This  B|iacious 
and  splendid  cathedral  having  been  completed,  the  former 
church  of  Cnrmac  was  convcrte<l  into  a  chapter-house,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  choir.  Kichard  O'iledcn,  archbishop  of 
Cashel  in  1420,  was  a  munificent  benefactor  to  this  churcli;  in 
that  year  he  re|>aired  and  beautified  the  cathedral,  and  erected 
a  hall  for  the  vicars-choral,  to  whom  he  made  over  the  lands 
of  Grange-Connel  and  Thurles-beg.t 

Thb  cathedral  of  St.  Mart  in  Lijikrick  was  founded  by 
Donald  O'Driaii,  king  of  North  Munster,  about  the  year  1170. 
During  the  incumbency  of  Urictius,  in  1194,  tlic  following 
charter  was  granted  by  the  founder:  "  Domnald,  king  of 
Lmnntach  (liiincrick),  to  all  the  faithful  of  God,  both  present 
and  <  to  come,  greeting.  Kuow.all,  tliat  I- have  giveh  to 
Bric^ius,  bishop  of  Lumneach,  and  to  his  successors,  and  to  the 
clergy  of  St.  Mary's  of  Lumneach,  in  free  and  |)er|)etual  alms, 
the  land  of  Iinungraii  (Mungret)  and  the  land  of  Ivam- 
nacham,  from  the  Arch  of  luiungram  to  the  land  of  Imalin, 
and  from  the  ford  of  Ceinii  to  the  river  Sinan,  with  all  its 
appurtenances;  and  in  confirmation  hereof  1  set  my  seal, 
witne^  Matthew  (O'Hency),  archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  Kuadri 
O'Graifei.'t  About  the  close  of  the  twelfth  century,  Donagh 
O'Brian,  bishop  of  Limerick,  apjminted  prebends  to  the  dean 
and  chapter,  while  their  number  was  afterwards  increased  by 
J^ubert  de  lUirgo,  bishop  of  that  sec  in  1250. 

Tub  qatbkdbai.  of  St.  Canicb  in  Kilkenny. — This  episcopal 

•  W>ra'»  Antii).  0.  29.  f  I<i.  t  U 
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see,  which  had  first  hecii  at  Saigar  in  Ely  CVCarnI  (King's 
(>)unty),  was  removed  to  Aghaboo  in  Upper  Ossory,  about 
the  muiille  of  the  clovcntli  century,  and  from   thence  was, 

,  in  H78,  translated  to  Kilkenny  by  Felix  O'Dullany,  then 
bishop  of  Ossory.*  At  this  period,  also,  the  tpacioui 
and  beautiful  cathedral  of  Kilkenny  was  fonn<tud  by  that 
prolate,  and  dedicated  to  tlie  holy  abbot  St.  Canice.|  This 
venerable  pile,  having  l>nived  the  storms  and  unsparing  fury 
of  angry  tunes,  stantls  in  the  nineteenth  century  an  existing 
monument  of  tho  architectural  skill,  but  much  more  of  the 
piety  and  zeal,  of  our  happy  and  religious  forefathers.  The 
cathedral,  which  is  purely  Gothic,  was  not,  however,  finished 
until  tho  time  of  bishop  St.  Leger,  in  1280,  and  about  thirty 
years  afterwards  Kichard  Ledrcd,  of  the  order  of  St  Francis, 
and  bishop  of  Ossory,  repaired  and  beautified  the  interior  of 
the  church  with  |)olislied  marble  and  windows  of  curious 
workmanship.  Hut  that  which  renders  this  cathedral  par- 
ticularly admireil,  and  not  to  bo  equalled  by  anytliing  of  this 
sort  in  the  kingilom,  is  its  grand  and  lovely  situation.  It 
stands  on  an  eminence  of  easy  and  gentle'  ascent,  having  its 
base  washed  by  the  waters  of  tne  winding  Nore.  The  ancient 
and  historically-famed  city  of  Kilkenny,  with  its  abbeys, 
towers,  and  castle8,  in  ruins — the  pride  of  former  days  is 
distinctly  presented  to  the  view,  while  the  commanding  pros- 
yiect  of  the  surrounding  country,  rich  and  luxuriant  as  it  is, 
serves  at  onco,  to  enilwllish  and  complete  the  scene.  At  a 
short  distance  frqm  the  church  stands  one  of  those  round 
toweni  for  which  Ireland  is  remarkable,  and  which  Imva  givMt - 

^ jise  to  so  much-dhioussloinimong  our  antiquarians.} 

From  the  twelfth  century  may  likewise  be  dated  the  foun- 
dation of  several  snlendiit  monasteries,  belonging  either  to  the 
Cistercians  or  to  the  Canons  Regular  of  St.  Augustin.  The 
rurmer  of  these  monastic  communities  had  been  introduced 
into  Ireland  by  St.  Malachy,  and  the  latter  either  by  that 
saint  or  by  I  mar,  his  master,  at  Armagh.    Tlie  Canons  Regular 


*  In  Msi^iiitf  thn  nliovo  ilatc  for  the  translation  of  thin  see  to  Kilkenny,  the 
uhninolog}-  of  Wan:  ItoM  lioeii  foUoweiL  .  I'uher,  howover,  refcni  to  a  catalogue 
of  liiitliopn  of  Onsory  (IV  \i.  9.*i7-Ji  from  wtiich  »  contrary  Htatcment  a|i[ktfani; 
tlie  wtmli  of  thin  eataloi;ue  are— **  a.  I),  flrci].  ohiit  Itovorvniliu  Pater  Kelix 
O'Unlaue,  tjitijfcopns  OsHoriennia,  cujiia  Ecclesia  OatheilnUiH  time  trat  npmd 
Aghboo  in  Superiiri  Ouoria.^'  ShonM  tliia  document  lie  correct,  itwonlil  follow 
that  tlie  tniuBlatioii  of  the  nee  hod  not  taken  place  until  after  the  death  of  I 
Felix  O'Dulany.  nuh<M,  |ierha|Hi,  that  this  prelate  uiii;lit  have  continued  to 
reflide  occaiiionally  at  A>;luil>oe,  Uie  building  of  the  catCmlral  at  Kilkenny  not 
having  been  at  that  time  completed.  ^ 

t  Ware's  Antii).  X  •''**  cent.  vi.  e.  ii. 
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of  St.  Augiutin,  havinc  united  the  active  with  the  contem- 
plative life,  npproachoii  nearer  than  any  other  order  to  the 
ancient  monastic  institutions  of  Ireland;*  and  hence  this 
invaluable  bodv  spread  most  extensively  throughout  the  king- 
dom. The  following  monastic  foundations  of  the  twelfth 
century  may  serve  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  religious  spirit 
of  those  times. 

PKIORIES  OP  THE  CANONS  REGULAR  OF  ST.  AU0U8TIN. 

The  PBioBV  or  Sts.  Petkb  akd  Paul  nt  Armagh  was  re- 
founded  by  Imar,  the  saintly  and  learned  master  of  St.  Ma- 
lachy.f  Some  authorities,  however,  ascribe  its  original  foun- 
dation to  Imar,  and  consider  it  as  an  institution  altogether 
distinct  from  the  ancient  monastery,  which  had  continued  to 
flourish  here  since  the  days  of  St.  Patrick.  Whatever  variety 
of  opinion  may  arise  on  the  subject  of  its  foundation,  it  is  at 
all  events  certain  that  its  church,  having  been  erected  by  Inia^, 
was  consecrated  in  1126,  and  that  it  had  been  the  first  estab- 
lishment in  this  country  into  which  that  religious  community 
designated  Canont  Ileijular  of  Si.  Auffuatin,  had  been  intro- 
duced. In  process  of  time  it  became  amazingly  enriched,  and 
among  other  tokens  of  ])atronago,  it  received  from  the  monarch 
Uodcrio  O'Conor,  an  annual  pension  for  the  purpose  of  having 
a  public  scliool  attiichcd  to  it.  Notwithstandmg  the  furious 
attacks  which  on  sundry  occasions  it  had  sustained  from  Do 
Courcy,  Fitz-Adolm,  Do  Lacy,  and  otlier  a<lveAtnrers,  this 
"vencrablo  priory  was  uphold  until  the  era  of  general  confisca- 
tion had  been  ushered  ui  under  Henry  VIII.  Its  iw.ssessions, 
which  were  immense,  and  of  which  a  brief  outline  has  been 
already  giveUttv^rj^  subjected  to  three  formal  inquisitions: 
the  first  iu'lSSl),  under  Henrj-;  the  second  in  1557,  under 
Elizabeth,  and  the  third  under  Jumes  I.,  in  16U3.g  Li  May, 
l(il2,  this  priory  and  its  possessions  were  granted  to  Sir  Toby 
GaulUehi,  at  a  rent  of  live  pounds  Irish. J 

Thk  priory  of  Selskeb  at  Wexford,  under  the  invocation 
of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  had,  according  to  the  most  approved 
opinion,  been  founded  by  the  Danes  in  the  early  part  of  the 
twelfth  century,  for  Canons  Regular  of  St.  Augu.stin;  while 
the  Ruches  (<le  Uupe)  a  noble  and  an  influential  family,  have 
been  numbered  among  its  most  munificent  bonefactors.lf  In 
subsequent  times  it  had  been  pcculiarlv  patronized,  and  espe- 
cially by  Henry  IV.  and  by  Sir  John  Talbot,  afterwards  Lord 

■  See  cont.  v.  p.  22.     f  Ware's  Antif|.  c.  xxvi.     J  .Sc€  cent  v.  c.  ii.  i>.  39. 
J  Kiug,  p.  233,  .133.         |i  Ixnlgc,  v.  .1,  p.  86.        1  \V«re«  Mi>n. 
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Talbot  of  Furnovftl  and  Wexford.  The  prior  of  Sclaker  siit 
ai  a  baron  in  luirliamcnt.  The  first  inquisition,  taken  in  the 
3lst  yew  of  tlic  reii;n  of  Henry  VIIl.,  foand  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  la^t  prior,  John  Meygame,  four  orchards,  two 
t  jmrks,  fifteen  messuages,  with  their  gardens,  and  the  rectories 
%!  St  Patrick,  SS.  Peter  and  Wul,  and  St.  Tulhigh  in  the 
town  of  Wexford  i  two  hundred  and  Kixty  acres  of  land  and 
eishtcon  capons,  together  with  the  rectories  of  Kilmaclireo, 
Kiiliine,  St.  Margaret,  Uallvnane,  Slaney,  Killuske,  and 
various  others  in  the  county  of  Wexford.  In  the  first  year  of 
Edward  VI.  this  priory  and  the  greater  part  of  its  possessions 
were  granted  to  John  Pajjlujr,  in  capite,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
fifteen  shillings.* 

The  fbiort  of  Knock,  in  the  county  of  Louth,  was 
founded  by  Donogli  O'Carrol,  prince  of  Oriel  and  Edan, 
O'Kelly,  bishop  of  Cloghcr,  in  1148,  for  Canons  Regular  of 
St.  Aupustin.t  Property  to  a  considerable  amount  had  been 
bequeathed  to  this  priory  by  the  founders  and  by  other  Irish 
benefactors;  nevertheless,  in  1417,  the  prior,  James  Lockard, 
was  punished  bv  n  fine,  for  having  allowed  John  Mac  Ken- 
navan,  a  mere  Imhman,  to  make  his  profession  in  this  estab- 
lishment;{  an  event  which,  with  many  others  of  a  similar 
import,  may  enable  us  to  fonn  some  idea  of  the  anti-national 

spirit  of  those  times.     An  inquisition  was  instituted  in  the 

ajst  of  Henry  VIIL,  when  the  poaaesaiuns' were  found  to" 
consist  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  arable  land  in 
Knock,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  other  prts  of 
the  county.  These,  with  the  tithes  of  Grange,  Castlenng  and 
other  townlands,  were  confo«red  by  James  It.  on  Sir  John 
King.§ 

The  pbiobv  of  Kerns  was  founded  in  the  year  1161.  The 
ancient  abbey  of  Ferns,  after  having  flourished  for  more  than 
five  centuries  from  the  date  of  its  erection  by  St.  Aidan,  was 
set  on  fire,  together  with  the  town  of  Ferns,  by  Dcrmod 
Mac  Moroghl  That  prince,  desirous  of  making  some  public 
atonement  for  his  glaring  acts  of  profanation,  caused  the 
abbey  to  be  rebuilt  for  Canons  Kcgular  of  St.  Augustin,  and 
endowed  it  with  six  e;|^nsive-townlands.  Dermoa,  after  hav- 
ing lived  to  an  advanced  age,  die<l  in  1171,  and  was  buiied  in 
this  priory.  From  the  munificent  grants  which  had,  at  subse- 
quent jjeriods,  been  conferred  on  tb&.  foundation,  it  became 
an  invaluable  asylum  for  the  poor,  and  continued  its  works 
of  charity  until  tlie  31st  of  Honry  VIIL'    In  that  year  the 
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follnwiiii;  lanils,  |i;ircL>l  of  its  pDisessioii!!,  bi'cuiiie  inergeil  in  llio 
gencnil  >  mlinnliun:  oiio  liiiiirlrud  niul  twenty  iicrus  in  the 
town, ciiIIl'iI  AI>l><>t'ii-^riliMi;uno  hundreil  iind  twenty  acres  in 
Mo^liane;  onu  htimlrcMl  and  twenty-six  in  Halliniore;  two 
liundi'cd  and  twenty  neros  in  ll;illyntii;;lu"r,  and  other  iihices, 
t(if;ether  with  Ihu  tithes  and  alternuuj  of  the  xiiine.  In  tho 
2lith  of  Kli/^dielh,  ii  leiiso  of  thin  priory  was  <;iven  to  Thuinas 
Masterson,  at  tlio  nnniiiil  rent  of  £ll>  Is.  2d.* 

TnK  piiioHV  OF  Ai.L  Saints,  on  Hoiijrin  Groen,  now  rnllcil 
C«llej.'o  Green,  in  Duhlin,  was  founiled  in  lltiti  by  Uermod 
Sine  Moriijih,  for  (/nnons  Koguhir  of  the  Congre<;iition  of 
Aroasia.f  This  priory  had  been  ricliTy  eiiilowed  by  tlic  founder 
and  by  Tlieobald  Itutler,  loni  jiistieu  of  Irehmd  in  12-17.     Its 

iiriors  were  jurd.H  of  parliament,  the  hist  of  whom  was  Walter 
landcoek.  In  Irt'.W,  n  grant  of  thii  priory  and  of  its  posses- 
sions, consisting  of  one  tliotisaml  seven  hiinilred  acres  of  andila 
nn<l  pasture  hind,  tliree  hundred  acres  of  wood  and  moor,  with 
their  appurtenances,  in  Itnthdruin  and  Itallynegannagli,  and 
the  rectories  of  St.  Paul,  Taclito,  Kutlidruui  and  St.  Saviour  at 
Ulendaloch,  was  made  to  the  city  of  Dublin,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  £1  4s  {  The  )iriory  of  All  Saints  was  ^rran%d  in 
ISiK)  for  an  university,  and  accordingly,  the  ancient  building 
hnyjjut,  bccu  duinuli»he4v  tbe^rcscnt  folliigi!  w  as  erected  on 
the  site  tliereof.§ 

Tun  fuioHY  OF  St.  Tuohab  (Beckkt)  was  erected  by 
WilUtni  FitzAdelni,  for  Canons  Kegular  of  the  order  of  St. 
Victor,  on  the  site  now  called  Thonuis  Court,  in  Dublin,  about 
the  year  1177.  This  abbey  became  in  after  times  splendidly 
cndowc<l,  the  prior  of  which  was  a  lord  of  parliament.  In 
1!>'M,  the  last  prior,  Henry  Duft'o,  nia<le  a  surrender  of  tho 
establishment,  anil  received  an  ninnial  pension  of  £12.  ISy 
the  second  scrutiny,  instituted  in  the  ^IsDof  Henry  VIII,  the 
prior  w:i.s  seized  of  the  manor  and  two  hundred  acres  of 
HRible  land  in  Kyll,  three  hundre<l  and  twenty  acres  in  Arthcrs- 
town  and  Alliaton,  together  with  the  tithes  of  eight  towulands, 
all  situateil  in  the  county  of  Kildurc.  Tho  possessions  of  this 
priory  were  gr.uited  to  sevcr.d  persons,  and  particularly  to 
Wilbani  Itrabazon,  ancestor  to  the  earl  of  Meath.|{ 

.  TiiK  riiioHV  OF  Kki.i.s,  in  the  biuony  of  Kclls  and  county 
of  Kilkenny,  W4S  foundeil,  miiler  the  invocation  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin  Mary,  by  Geollry  Fitz-Uobcrl,  for  Canons  Regular  of 
St.  Augnslm,  in  lUl^t.  This  foundation  wag  confirmed  by 
Felix  O'Oullany,  bishop  of  Ossory,  and  by  various  charters 
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(luring  tlie  reigns  of  Richard  II,  Henry  IV,  >nrl  other 
inoniirclu.*  'I'liv  prior  of  Kulls  mt  as  ii  b^ron  in  parliament. 
It»  last  prior  wiix  I'liilip  Ilolugan,  under  whom,  in  the  Hist  of 
Ilonry  VIII,  its  |H>«sc»»ions  had  been  surrendered:  viz.,  forty- 
five  nietaunges  and  two  hundred  and  ten  iieres  of  .arable  land 
in  Kell»,  tojicther  with  thirty-three  messuages,  three  water- 
uiills,  and  eleven  hundred  ncri's  of  wood  «n<l  arable  land  in 
Desert,  Urnnge,  and  other  parts  of  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
and  the  rectories  of  Kclls,  Knoctojiher,  Kilmaganey,  Iturn- 
cliurch,  and  twelve  others,  all  situated  in  the  said  county. 
This  priory,  and  six  carucates  of  lan(|,  with  the  rectory  of 
Kells,  were  grunted,  in  capite  to  James  earl  of  Ormond.f 

Thk  phiobtuf  SS.  I'ktfr  and  Paol,  in  Clare,  was  erected  for 
Canons  Regular  by  Donahl  O'Urien.  In  IfiJO,  this  priory,  with 
nine  rectories,  were  granted  to  Donogli,  earl  of  Thomon(l4 

TiiK  PHIOHY  OF  KiLHUSH,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  was 
founded  at  the  closu  of  the-  twelfth  century,  for  Canons 
Kegulur,  by  William,  earl  of  I'emhroke.  At  tiic  suppression, 
it  was  granted  to  the  earl  of  C)rmond.§ 

TiiK  PRioiiv  OF  Naab  was  founded  about  the  same  period 
by  a  barou  of  Naas,  for  Canons  Regular.     This  priory,  with  its 
rions,  waBgrmitedby-RKzaijrthtBitt«h!ml"5rannoTin^ni 

TuK  PHioHV  OF  Inihseqananaoh,  in  the  Shannon,  near 
Thomond,  liail  for  its  Ibundef  Donald  O'Brien,  at  the  close 
of  the  twelfth  century.  In  UiO'.l  a  grant  of  it  was  made  to 
Donogli,  eiirl  of  'I'lioinond.lF 

Thk  PBioiiY  OF  St.  Maby,  in  Navan,  county  of  Meath, 
was  foundcil  lor  Canons  Kegular,  by  Jocelin  do  Angulo  or 
Nangle.  This  priory  ami  three  hundreil  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  were  granted  at  an  annual  rent  to  Uobert  Dillon.'* 

TnK  PuioRv  OF  Coi.PK,  in  the  county  of  ,\leath,  liad  Hugh 
De  Lacy  fonts  foundi'r.  Its  pro|K'rty,  which  consisted  mostly 
of  tithes  in  various  counties,  became  merged  in  the  general 
confiscation. 

Thb  phiory  of  IlALLTnoaAN  (De  I^amle  Dei)  county  of 
Meath,  was  founded  for  Canons  Hegulur,  by  .Jordun  Comin  at 
the  close  of  the  twelfth  century.  This  eslablishnieiit  was 
surrendered  in  the  l!)th  of  Henry  VIH,  when  its  jiosses- 
siuns  wore  found  to  consist  of  fi\o  thousand  two  hundred 
acres  of  arable  anil  pasture  land  in  various  counties.  The 
priory,  with  various  parcels  of  its  possessions,  was  granted  to 
Sir  William  llirminghuui,  at  an  annual  rent  of  £4  Sa.  4il.tt 
If  to  these  may  hk  aildod  a  considerable  number  of   the 
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niicient  mona«tiv  fnuiKUtioiiH  nf  tlio  kiiif^doni,  vrliich  nlmiit 
thU  (loriod  had  ailopU'd  tliu  nik-  of  tlie  Ciinons  Ke^iilur  iil'  8|. 
Aiiffiiittin,  it  may  bo  men  to  wliat  nil  extent  tliJH  leiirncil  liody 
hnd  did'iised  itwjf  oror  Irelnnd,  liufore  even  the  cuinin>'iice- 
inent  of  the  thirtoeiilh  century. 

ABBEYS  OF  THK  (•ISTKIICIAN  OHUKn  FOUNDED  IN  THE 
TWELFTH  <;ENT(!KY. 

TiiK  ABDKT  or  Mrllifont,  in  the  liarony  of  Fcrrarrl  and 
county  of  Luulh,  wa.t  fnumled  for  Cistercian  monks  in  IH2, 
by  Donogh  tJ'Carrol,  kin(.'  of  Oriel,  and  was  supplied  with 
monks  liy  St.  Ilernard,  from  tliu  alibey  of  Cluirvaux.*  Mel- 
lifont  Wiui  the  moat  ancient  mona.stery  of  the  Cistercian  Order 
in  Irelaml,  having  for  its  first  aljhot  Christian  O'Cunarcliy, 
afterwards  bi.sliop  of,  Lisniorc  and  Icfratc  apostolic.  In  1157 
a  synoil  was  held  hero  for  thn  purpose  ot  consecrating  tho 
church,  nnil  at  which,  besides  the  legate,  several  princes  and 
bishops  of  the  kingdom  attended. t  Among  other  otTerings 
ma<le  on  this  occasion  was  one  from  the  celebrated  Dcrvorgifl, 
wife  of  O'ltouarc,  iirincu  of  ISrellny.  Sho  gave  sixty  ounces 
-of  gn!d,^ttitUa^dialice-a£ .llia.aam«  jns-tflLfor  tlig.^Jii;;L'  iiltari._ 


and  presented  furniture  for  nine  other  alurs.  The  abbots  of 
Melhfout  sat'  as  barons  in  parliament;  the  last  of  whom, 
Richard  Conter,  received  on  its  suppression  in  1540,  an  annual 
[x-nsion  of  £40  for  life.     According  to  tho  last  inciuisition,  tho 

)H)sses^ions  consisted  of  one  hundred  acres,  being  the  demesno 
and,  Kve  water-mills,  eight  messuages,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  tlie  Slieep-Graiigo,  together  with 
seventy-two  messuages,  and  two  thousand  acres  in  the  county 
of  Limth.  The  property  in  tlie  county  of  Meath  anioiiiited  to 
one  hundred  auil  eighty-one  messuages,  and  two  thousand  live 
liundred  and  ninuty-six  acres  of  arable  and  pasture  land, 
besiilos  the  tithes  of  various  rectories  in  both  counties.  These 
extensive  ixissessions,  belonging  to  the  abbey,  were  granted  to 
Sir  Qerabl  Moore.J 

Tii((  ABBKY  OF  St.  Mauv,  in  Riiblin,  was  erected  by  the 
DaiU'sXbut  the  date  of  its  foundation  has  not  been  accurately 
asccrtamed.  Some  annalists  niiirit  it  at  tho  year  !)48,  yet  this 
stateinL'Mt  cannot  be  consistently  admitted.  It  was  certainly 
jli  v'^isWlH'"  '"  ''"-'  eleventh  century,  and  it  is  equally  undc- 
'hia"blvjyiiU.  the  Cistercians  hud  been  introduced  hero  in  tho 
yi'tir'njio.sl^  Tho  abbot  of  St.  Mary's  sat  as  a  baron  in  parlia- 
riivnt.,l^hU(>  the  establishment,  from  the  be»iucsts  of  princes, 

'  clyniL  Annals/ .Hf  Four  Masten.     t  llsrhs'  T.ih.      §  .\iiQal.  vjiiA-li'tn  Mrm. 
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[iruUti's  anil  othcra,  iH'cnmo  oxccedliijriy  rioli.  Willinni  Luiindy, 
tliu  lust  iihbut,  rvcvivcil  in  lA^O  an  nnnnal  |M-nsiiin  o!  £M),  at 
wliicli  (wrloil  line  tliousund  ninu  liumlruil  ami  l'urtv-ei(;lit  acres, 


luircci  of  its  priiporty,  Kituatuil  in  tliu  ciuintu^H  i>f  Dniilin  ami 
Aluuth,  IukI  been  ccinHai-iitfil.  A  consliltTuljlo  iiiirt  of  tlio 
IMMSvusiiins  had  bi'i'n  conalftneil  I    Maui'icL-,  curl  of  Tliomuiol, 


and  to  Janifs,  car!  of  DcKuioml.  In  154'),  the  abbey  was 
((riuiU'd  to  Janii's,  carl  of  Kildaro;  but  on  condition  that  ho 
and  his  bcirs  would  forfeit  it,  nhonld  they  attempt  at  any  tiniu 
to  confiulcrate  willi  the  Irish.*  This  abbey  was,  however,  in 
the  twenty-foiirili  year  of  Kli/jtbeth,  |irisented  to  Tlionias, 
earl  of  Ornimid,  in  connnon  soccagc,  at  the  annual  resit  of 
live  shilling's,  Iri^li  money. 

TnK  .\iiBiir  OF  IIkctiff,  in  the  barony  of  Navan  and  county 
of  iMeatli,  was  erected  in  I IM  by  Alae  I^aujihlin,  kin^r  of 
iMealh,  for  (Jislercians,  The  abbot  of  IWctiH'  was  a  lord  of 
luriiament.  In  the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.  the  po.'sessions, 
amounting  to  twenty  messuages  and  one  thousand  two  liun- 
<lred  acres  of  arable  and  |iastnre  laud  in  the  county  of  Aleath, 
became  inv(dved  in  the  connnon  coiiliseation.| 

TuK  ABBKY  OF  IIaltinci.jvss  (de  Valle  Salutis)  in  the  barony 
-- of-'firfbotstownf  connty  of  W4cM»w,  was  f»uml««t4»-Hfe 
Cistercian  monks,  by  Uerinod  Mac  Morojjli,  kinji;  of  Leinster.} 
In  the  year  lldso  it  was  enacted  in  parliauient,  "that  no  mere 
Irishman  should  be  allowed  to  make  his  profession  here." 
The  abbot  of  lialtlnj^lass  sat  us  a  baron  in  |)arliament.  Its  last 
ablMit  was  John  Ciallully,  In  15il6.  I)y  an  in(|uisition  taken 
in  the  3,'ird  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  possessions  were  forty  acres 
of  pasture,  one  hundred  of  wood,  a  ntill  and  watercourse  in 
liultin};la,s8,  together  with  thirty  mes8ua|[es,  and  seven  lunxlred 
and  twenty  acres  of  arable  and  pasture  land  in  various  parts 
of  the  counties  of  Wicklow  and  Kildarc.  This  jbbey  and 
its  possessions  were  grunted  to  Thomas  Kustuce,  viscount 
Ilaliiiigluss;  and  by  the  3()th  of  Elizabeth,  a  second  grant  wus 
made  to  bir  Henry  Harrington,  to  hold  in  capito  for  ever,  ut 
the  annual  rent  of  £11    lUs.,  Irish  money .§ 

TuK  ADDKT  OF  Nknav,  in  the  barony  of  I'oblo  O'Brian,  and 
county  of  liiiherick,  was  foundeil  by  Donald  O'Urian,  for  Cis- 
tercians, A.D  11.) I.  The  abbot  was  a  baron  of  parliament. 
At  the  suppression,  this  abbey,  with  nine  townlands,  parcel  of 
the  {lossessions,  wius  given  to  Sir  Henry  \VallMji.||  ■ 

The  abbey  of  Odormkt   (called    Kyrie  Kleison),    in   the 
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li:ir(mK  of  CInninaiirire,  nnd  county  of  Korry,  "an  foiimlcd 
fur  CiKlorciiins  in  !  157.  The  ulil>ot  wan  a  liiiron  of  pnrlianicnt. 
In  IA37  a  (;runt  wiix  niiiile  of  this  nliliey  to  Kilinunil,  h)r(l 
Kerry,  them  oriMtcMl  biirnn  of  Oilorncy.  Ily  llio  Il'Jth  of 
Kliitiihcth,  11  pnrcol  of  the  possessions  was  );runtcil  to  tho 
provost  and  ft-Hows  of  Trinity  CoHego,  nnhliii.* 

TiiK  ABiiKY  OF  Nkwuy  (DcViridi  Li^iio),  in  the  oounly  of 
Down,  was  erected  in  115(i  for  (listereiiins,  by  Mnrti>j;li  Mac 
Lauffhlin,  kiii^  of  Ireland.  Kdwnrd  III.  seized  on  the  lands 
of  this  alilicy,  allefjint;  "  tliat  the  coniniunity  had  liceii  mere 
Irish.'f  Tliu  last  aldiot  was  John  I'role  This  abliey  was 
granted  liy  Kdward  VI.  to  Sir  Nicholas  lla^'naLt 

Thk  AnnKV  OK  Fkhmoy  (Oe  (Jaatro  Dei),  county  of  (^ork, 
dates  its  foundation  from  the  year  1170.  In  the  il  iril  of 
Elizabeth  this  Cisti'reian  alilny,  with  eighteen  towidatids  on 
tlip  south  side  of  the  Ulackwater,  was  granted  to  Sir  Kiohurd 
Grenville,  at  a  rent  of  £!.'>  iHi.  4d  § 

Thk  AiiiiKV  OF  l!iiYt.K,  in  the  county  of  Uoscoramon.— Ttie'^ 
(/istercians  of  (Jrelaedinaeli  reuioved  heroin  1171.  Toniultnch 
Mar  Dermot  was  its  last  aliliot  Hy  the  inquisition  under 
lOlizfdieth,  its  possessions  amounted  to  two  thoussind  three 
hiindrpil  and ^if ty  aeres  iihvarioHs- e«UMtie«i  -  Eliis«b«tli  niwU— — 
a  unint  of  this  abbey  and  of  its  possessions  to  Patrick  Cusack. 
Ill  l<H)3n  second  grant  of  this  abbey  wiui  made  to  Sir  John 
Kiiifr.ll 

TiiK  ABBKY  OF  Mauh  (Dc  Fonte  Vivo),  at  Carijriliky.  in  the 
West  Carlxirv,  county  of  Cork,  was  founded  by  Deimod 
Mac-Cormae-iSlac-Carlhy,  kiiijj  of  Desmond,  lor  Cistercians, 
in  1172.  This  abbey,  ami  fourteen  townlands,  with  several 
rectories,  were  granted,  in  the  3()lli  of  Elizabeth,  to  Nicholas 
Walsh,  at  the  aiiiuial  rem  of  £2H  lis  fid.lj 

Tub  abuky  i>f  St.  Maiiy,  .Monaster-evan  (l)e  Kosea  Valle), 
in  the  county  of  Kildare,  was  founded  for  Cistercians  by 
Derinod  0'l)ein|)sey,  prince  of  Ophaly,  in  the  year  1178.  In 
12!) 7  the  abbot  was  accused  of  liaving  received  many  of  the 
Irish  into  this  monastery,  he  was  acttnittcd  by  the  jury,  but 
was  lined  half  a  marc,  because,  as  the  court  stated,  "  he  did  not 
raise  the  hue-and-cry  a<.'aiust  them."  The  abbot  of  IMonns- 
terevan  sat  as  a  baron  in  luirliament.  At  tiie  time  of  the 
(general  8up|>ressioii,  this  abbey  was  granted  to  (ieorge,  lor<l 
Aiidley.  It  was  afterwards  assigned  to  Adam  Loftus,  vis- 
count Klv,  anil  iinallv  fell  into  the  posi^ession  of  the  earl  of, 
Droghedii " 
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TiiR  ABBKY  OF  AsiiRO  (D«  Saniorio)  near  Itnll.viliunnon,/ 
county  i)f  Donegal,  wu«  foiimlLMl  l>y  Itodvric  ci'OnavRp, 
iirince  of  Tir-connsl.  for  Cinterciiins,  in  117!).  In  tlio  llliVof 
klizalwtli,  tho  poMfSiiiona,  ainountinf;  to  fifty-tlireu  quartiH%  of 
lanil  iinil  tlio  titlivn  of  ulevcii  townlanda,  became  mcrge^lu  the 
general  conliscation.*  / 

The  addky  of  Jsbpoint,  in  the  liarony  of  Knii^toiilior  and 
county  (if  Kilkenny,  was  founded  for  CiHlercians  in  1180,  by 
Donald,  priiiooof  Oswry.  The  founder  and  Fulix  O'Dullany, 
bixliop  ()ssory,  woru  interred  in  tliiH  abbey.  Altliou^di  tliia 
extensive  foundation  bad  l«.'en  splendidly  endowed  by  Donald 
and  oilier  idiiellains  of  OHsory,  it  bad  not,  liowover,  lieen 
exempted  from  tbo  illiberal  enaetnielitu  of  tbe  fourteenth 
century.  In  I.1H0  it  wuh  ordained  by  )>arli»nicnt  that  "  no 
mere  Irialunan  hIiouM  be  permitted  to  make  lii»^j>rpfeKBion 
in  tliis  abbey."  The  ubbot.s  of  Jerpoint  were  loriU  of  parlia- 
ment, the  liist  of  wliom  was  Oliver  (inice.  By  an  inqidsition 
taken  in  the  iiLst-of  Henry  VIII.,  the  possession.4  consisted  of 
liftuun  nieiuuu);e9  ami  two  byndred  and  twenty-four  aeren  of 
arable  ami  jiaslure  land  in  ,Ierpoint,  toL'ether  with  four  watef 
mills,  forty-three  uiessua);es  and  one  tliou!ian<l  tlirce  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  various  luirta  of  the  county;  also 
the  rectories  of  Jerpoint,  the  llowre,  niaiieherislowh,  and  four- 
teen others,  all  situated  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.  The  pes- 
Bessions  were  j^r.inted  to  James,  earl  of  Orniond,  to  hole!  in 
capite,  at  tho  annual  rent  of  £41)  3s.  Dd.f 

Thk  abdkv  (IF  MioDi.KToM  ( De  Clioro),  in  tho  barony  of 
Ituokilly  and  county  of  (Jork,  ilales  its  foundation  from  the 
vear  1180.  In  the  sixteenth  century,  this  Cistercian  abbey 
became  numbered  anion^  the  ruins  of  tbe  country. 

Iii.ACK  AiiBRV,  of  St  Andrew  de  Stokes,  in  the  Ardes, 
county  of  Down,  had  for  it.s  foundi^r  John  Do  Courcey,  in 
1180.  It  was  a  Heiiediitino  mona.sterv,  and  was  granted, 
together  witb  various  townlands,  by  Jauies  I.  to  viscount 
Clandeboys  J 

Thk  audky  of  Iniscodkcit,  situated  iii  a  peninsula  in  the 
county  of  Down,  was  erected  for  Cistercians  by  John  De 
Courcey  in  1 180,  immediately  after  the  adventurer  had  de- 
niolisbc'd  the  ancient  abbey  o!  Carrig.  By  tho  enactments  of 
1380  "  no  nu're  Irishman  had  been  allowed  to  make  his  pro- 
fession ill  this  abbey."  In  the  si.<ctcoiilli  century  it  was  given, 
with  eleven  carucatesof  land,  to  Gerald,  earl  of  Kildare.§ 

Thr  auuky  of  Holy   Cross,  in   the  burony  of  Eliogurty 
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iinil  rnuntv  of  Tip|)<"riiry,  was  f(iunile<l  in  1 1 82,  by  Donald 
O'ilriaii,  kinu  uf  North  MunMiT,  in  honour  onhu  Holy  Crou, 
for  monkH  oftho  Cisli-rcian  Onlor.  It«  iilihot  was  styleil  carl 
of  Holy  Cross;  he  was  a  loril  of  pnrliaincnt  and  viour-(ji'ni'ral 
of  thu  Cistcreiuns  in  Ireland.  'Die  lust  aljbnt  was  Willluin 
O'Dwyru.  In  lliu  Rth  of  EliziilH>th,  the  abliey  and  two 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Holy  Ooss,  twenty 
acres  in  Tliurles,  ami  one  hniidred  and  ei^lity  acres  in  other 
places,  luircel  of  its  |i<issessii>ns,  were  Krnnted  to  (Jernld,  earl 
of  Orinond.*  'I'lie  architecture  of  this  alihey  was  nnconnnonly 
aplenilld.  Tlie  very  ruins,  which  to  this  day  occupy  a  con- 
siderable »|)aco,  may  servo  to  point  <iut  the  former  jjreatncs* 
of  this  once  celebrated  establishment.  Its  steeple,  supiiorted 
by  an  immense  (iothic  arch,  with  a  display  of  o^dves  sprin^dn); 
dia);onally  from  the  atij^les,  has  been  greatly  admired.  'I'lie 
choir  is  forty-nine  feet  broad  ami  lifty-i'ij;ht  feet  loop,  with 
lateral  aisles.  On  the  south  side  of  the  choir  are  two  chapels, 
intersected  by  a  donldo  row  of  (iiithic  arches;  and  on  the 
norlh-side  are  two  other  cha|>els,  liniahod  in  the  same  style  as 
the  former.  The  rher  Suir  Hows  near  the  base  of  these 
extensive  and  awfully-ma^nificciit  ruins. 

Tmk  adkky  of  DuNUHiinr  (I'ortus  Sanct.-e  Mariat),  in  the 
barony  uf  iihelburuo  and  county  uf  Wexford,  was  founded 
in  1182.  Hervey  de  Monte  Morisco,  seneschal  of  the  estates 
belonging;  ta«8tron);liow,  made  a  considerable  grant  of  lands 
to  St.  Mary  and  to  St.  licnediet,  and  to  the  monks  of  ISilde- 
was,  in  Shropshire,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  au  abbey  hero 
for  (Cistercians;  Felix  O'Dullany,  bishop  of  Ossory,  heiutc  one 
of  the  witnesses  of  the  charter.  Ilervey,  the  founder  of  this 
ahliey,  beetune  soon  after  a  monk  in  the  monastery  of  the 
Holy  Trinity,  in  Canterbury.  In  i;iM<\i.t  was  enacted  "that 
no  mere  Irishman  be  sullered  to  ]irofeS3  in  this  abbey."  The 
ablmt  of  Unnbrody  sat  as  a  baron  in  parliament.  Alexander 
Devereux,  the  last  abbot,  snrrcnilered  the  establishment  in 
15iJy,  after  having  lirst  provided  for  bis  relations  bv  the 
Siicrilegious  plunder  uf  its  possessions  t  l!y  an  inquisition 
taken  in  the  37th  of  Henry  \'H1.,  this  abbey  was  found  to 
possess  sixty  acres  uf  pasture  and  an  exteii'-ive  grange  in 
Dunbrody,  one  hundred  ami  twenty  acres  in  ISattlestown, 
eighty  acres  in  Duncannon,  sixty  acres  in  (.Jlonard,  and  eleven 
hundreil  and  thirty  acres  of  arable  and  iiastiiie  land  in  various 
iiarta  of  the  comity  of  Wexlord-;  besides  immense  possessions 
III  Connanght  ami  in  the  lounties  of  Limerick  and  Waterford. 

*  Awl..Gflii.  .'  ■        t  Htf  cent.  xvi.  c.  i. 


Ill  154'"'  tliuiio  |i(iii!H'iBion»  were  jrruiitoil  fn  Osliorne  Itcliing- 
liaiii,  at  •'»•  i>""""l  I"*-'"' "f  *•'  10«.  0(1.;  whili-  in  the  ifOtli  of 
Kliziilivlli.  tlie  liiiids  anil  rectories  beloiiKinjj  ti>  this  uliboy  in 
the  nmiily  of  I-imerii'k,  were  conceileil  to  Uobert  Calhin.* 

The  ruins  of  the  nljU'v  of  Dnnhroily,  risinj;  in  awful 
jjrnncleur  jURt  at  the  conflux  of  the  rivers  Suiniiiil  Harrow, 
present  a  truly  |pieliires(|iie  ami  iiin;rni(i(eiit  appearance.  Thoae 
ruins,  iiicluilinj^  the  cloister  and  chuivli,  are  perha|is  the  must 
cpHiiilete,  anU  at  the  same  time  the  most  extensive,  of  any  in 
the  kiiigiloni.  At  the  west-end  stood  the  porch,  adorned  with 
filijiree  openwork  cut  in  stone,  while  the  iiiinienso  Gothic 
window  which  rises  aliove  it,  displays  an  ainazinj;  sgieciiiien 
of  curious  and  splendid  nrcliilecturc.  Tlie  chancel  and  the  walls 
of  the  church  are  entire;  within  it  are  three  chapels,  vaulted 
•and  groined ;  while  the  aisles  are  separated  from  the  navcby 
a  (loiiblu  row  of  arclies,  with  a  moulding  which  reclines  on 
lieantiful  consoles.  The  tower  also  is  coinplele,  and  the  arcli 
on  which  it  rests  is,,  for  its  curious  and  expansive  curvituro, 
universally  admired. 

TiiK  AiinKY  OF  Leu,  in  the  burony  of  Ciilliiiaf;h,  Queen's 
County,  was  fnunded  for  Cistercians  in  1183,  by  Ciioghor 
O'AIorc.  liy  an  inquisition  taken  under  Kilward  VI.,  the 
liroperly  coiir^isled  of  three  liiiiidred  acres  of  land  in  the  town 
nl' Abljbeyleix,  and  nine  huinlied  acres  in  various  oarts  of  tlio 
county.  "Inlheflth  of  Kli/.ubclh  lliia  abbey,  nitli  parcel  of 
its  possessions,  was  consigned  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Oriiiond,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  £li   l(!s.  Sd.f 

TiiK  ADiiKv  OF  IsisiArNAunn  (Suriuin),  in  the  barony  of 
Ollaanil  Itlii,  county  of  Tippcrary,  was  founded,  or  as  some 
asjicrl,  refounded,  by  Donald  O'Hiiaii,  kinp  of  North  Munster, 
for  Cistercians,  in  llMl.  In  Ihi'  l!Hli  of  Klizjibetli,  the  pos- 
Bessi(«is,  eonsistini;  of  one  tlionsand  nine  hundred  acres  of 
land,  in  the  couiUies  o'f  Tipperary  and  Waterford,  were  given 
to  Cormac  Mac  Oirthy,  at  an  annual  rent  of  £i4  Irish.* 

Thk  aubkv  of  Kii.ciiMiN,  in  the  barony  of  Kilnelon^urty, 
county  of  Tipperary,  was  foiiiuleil  for  nciicdictiiies,  by  I'bilip 
of  Worcester,  in  11(!1.  It  was  a  cell  to  the  Iteiiedictine  house 
at  (ilastonbiiry,  and  during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  became 
a  rain. 

TuK  abbry  of  Knocmot  (I)e' Colic  Victoriic),  in  the  barony 
of  Tiuc|uin,  county  of  (iaiway,  was  foiiiuled  by  Catlial 
O'Connor  for  Cistercians,  in  ll'.K).  Hugh  O'Kelly,  the  last 
abbot,  after  having  acknowledged  the  supremacy  of  Henry 

*  Aii'I.-liwi.  ^    +  I'liivf  Kflm-m.  $  Alul.-tjvn. 
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VIII.,  ulitAJiioft  a  fimnt  of  it,  Imt  piijoypil  it  only  n  very  short 
tiiiio  wlii'ii  his  cari-cr  mi  thin  oiirth  ti'riiiiiintetl.  Thu  pmpcrty, 
■itiiiitcil  in  tho  counlitm  of  (iiilway  ami  Sli;.'ii,  wiu  vxteiuive. 
In  U'fJIt  Valvntinc  lihike  heM  thu  nbbvy  iiiiil  a  coiisiilcruble 
jinrt  of  Ihii  |Hissc'uionri.* 

(iriAV  Adbky  (l>e  Juf;o  I)ui),  in  tho  hnrony  of  Antes  unit 
county  of  Down,  was  foiiniliMl  hy  Africa,  wife  of  John  \)o 
Courcoy,  for  (Jintiicinns,  in  1 1'JI).  This  abhev,  with  sixtet-n 
carufntvs  of  laml,  iiarcel  of  its  possus^tiUns,  was  granted  to 
Uvrnhl,  carl  of  KiMarc.t 

TiiK  AiiiiKT  iiF  Atiilonk,.  to  tho  wpst  of  t)iu  Shannon,  Wat 
foiinduil  fur  CUtm'ians  in  tho  twelfth  century.  At  the  jnp- 
jiression,  it  was  granted  to  isir  Iticliant  Hinj^liani  { 

Tmk  *»bky  of  Coiici.'MiiOK  (I)e  IVira  Keiiiii),  in  the  barony 
of  linrren  and  county  of  Clare,  was  founded  for  Cistercians 
by  Diinalil  U'ltrian,  king  of  north  Muuslur,  In  11!I4.  This 
abln^v,  with  eleven  i)iiarteni  of  tund,  was  granted  to  Sir  Kichard 
llariling§ 

I'lom  this  century  likewise  must  lie  dated  the  foundation  of 
Revend  coniMuinderies,  belonging  to  the  Knights  Teni|ilars  and 
Ilospitallers  in  Ireland. 

Thk  phiort  of  KiLMAiNiiAM.il  nc.ir  Dublin,  was  founded 
under  the  invocation  of  .St.  John  thu  liaptist,  alxnit  the  year 
1174,  for  Kniglits  Tein|ilars,  hy  Richard,  surnamed  Strongtow. 
A  circunisluntiul  account  of  this  establiblimcnt,  and  of  many 
others,  shall  be  nwrvedniir  tho  si.\teenth  century.^ 

TllK  ctiMUANDKHV  OF  CLuKTABr,  County  of  Dublin,  was 
ereeteil  during  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  for  Knights  Tcnmlars. 
Sir  .I^iu  KawsoM,  iirior  of  Kilmainham,  id)tained  in  l.'i4l  an 
annual  iiension,  paid  til  him  cHitof  the  landsof  this  commanrlerv.** 

Thk  coMMANDHiiv  OF  St.  John  and  St.  liniutn,  Wexford, 
was  founded  for  Knights  llcmpitallers,in  the  twelfth  century,hy 
William  Marcschal,  earl  of  I'embrokc.  Itefore  the  supj'rcsaion 
of  the  Tum|ilars,  this  wa.i  tlic  gnind  commandery  of  the 
lIos|iitallers, in  Ireland;  a  title  which  was  afterwards  trans- 
ferred to  Kilmainham.  The  possessions  of  this  preceptory  were 
confiscated  in  1040. 

TiiK  C0MMANDF.RT  OF  KiUAitAH,  in  thc  barony  of  Ardee  and 
county  of  Louth,  was  erected  for  Knights  'I'emplars,  by  Maud 
Do  Lacy,  in  tho  twelfth  century.  'I'he  possessions  were  made 
Over  to  tho  crown  in  1541. 

*  Lib.  ln<|uiMt  t  Awl ..(Ifn.  t  Kui«,  p.  a.'iS.  j  An'l -ficn. 

)'  1 1  wiu  Maeieiitjy  cjtUt',!  KiU.Magiipqti,  St.  Mngnenil  hiiving  iKvn  alilitit  lici« 
in  till'  Kt'vcnth  century.  "* 
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Till  cnMMANDKHT  or  Kii.LURK,  in  the  txirony  of  Giialliere 
and  comity  uf  Wutcrfurd.diitL-a  ita  fuiiiidulion  (r»in  tlio  twelllh 
century.  In  the  :i3th  of  KlizaUitli  it  wan  grunted  tu  Nicholai 
AylmiT. 

'I'hr  comhandkrt  nF  Kii.bahhy,  in  tlio  Imrony  of  Middle- 
third  ami  L'uunty  of  Waturfui'd,  wua  fuunded  alx>ut  the  aamo 
iH'riod  fnr  Knifshtu  'lVMi|ilara.  In  the  aixtcenth  century  it 
ueuaiiiu  nuiiilicruil  uinoiih'  ihu  funeral  conliacationa. 

TiiK  coMMANUKHT  OP  Kiix'LuUAN,  ill  the  bariiiiy  of  Slu-lliurne 
and  roiiiity  of  Wexford,  was  founded  for  Kmyhta  Tuiuiilars 
by  O'More,  in  the  twelfth  century.  In  tliu  ;M»tli  of  Klizribeth, 
thia  prcceptorv  was  i^rantod  to  Sir  Henry  Harrington,  at  the 
annual  rent  o(  £'M  i>».  Md  * 

TilK  COMMAND i.iir  OF  ItALLYiiACK,  in  tlio  coimtv  of  Wex- 
ford, dates  its  jrectinn  from  the  »aine  |ierii>d.  It  was 
subject  to  that  of  Kilclogan,  and  liccainu  niergud  in  the  same 
conn.Hcation. 

TuK  cimsiANDKHV  OP  Tuu.T,  ill  the  county  of  Kildarc,  was 
/oundeil  for  Kni^ilitii  HoaiiitallerH,  in  the  twelfth  century. 
This  preeeptoiy,  with  three  hundred  acres  of  laud,  and  various 
rectoricH,  was  coiieuiled  to  Sir  Henry  Harrington,  at  tlie  annunl 
reitt  of  £21  Ga.  Sd.f 

TiiK  coMMANDKHT  OF  Cahtlr  Rct,  in  the  Anhn,  county 
of  Down,  wan  erected  for  Knights  Hospitallers  by  Hugh  Do 
Lacy,  in  the  twelfth  century  During  the  sixteunlh  century 
it  became  a  ruin. 

ThK   COMMANDKHT     OF    KlLHAINnAM-DKO,    in     tll^HUUIiy   of 

Kells,  and  county  of  .Meath,  wiis  foundeil   iiflTic  ruign  of 
,ltichard  I.,   for  (Ciiights  Hospitallers,  by   Walter    De  Lacy. 
Ill  the  3llrd  of  Kliziibeth,  this  coinmaiidery  was  granted  tu  Sir 
Patrick  Karnwail,  at  the  niinual  rent  of  jfii3    12s,  2d.} 

Many  of  the  e.'ilablisliinents  founded  by  Jrish  princes  are 
placed  in  this  catalogue,  ami  abundantly  prove,  that  in  Ireland 
religion  had  patrons  of  her  own,  without  seeking  for  the  aid 
of  foreigners.  A  great  number  of  monastic  fouodatiuns  hud, 
no  doubt,  been  richly  endowed  by  some  of  the  Unglish  at  this 
period,  but  the  enactments  ^vhicll  in  after  years  had  been 
passed,  and  particularly  under  Kdwaril  II.,  rendercil  it  impos- 
sible for  Irishmen  to  derive  any  beiieKt  from  thcffi  establish- 
ments. Whatever  might  have  been  the  motives  which 
inllucnccd  Du  Lacy,  De  Courcey,  and  other  leailers,  to  signalize 
themselves  in  this  re9|)ect,  it  is  certain  that  they  were,  at  the 
Very  same    time,  everywlierc    enriching  themselves  with  the 

*  S«e  cent  xvi,  cbA|).  ii.  t  Aud.-Oen.  t  t<L 


iccuaiAimcAL  uhtorv  <ir  iHiLiim  tCT 

nliiiiiler  of  Churcli  |iro|porty.  Tlio  lentiiiiony  of  Qiraldiit 
Cunilirciimt  on  tliin  auliivct  hIiuII  coiicIikIu  tins  chuptcr.  After 
having  alatcd  tliut  Hnbvrt  Kitz-Ktviilien,  Ilorvuy  Do  Monte 
Miiriiii'n,  and  Jciliii  I>u  Cnurt'cy  liiul  not  (U'lwrvud  to  uiijoy 
lc);itiinHtu  otiii|ii'in);,  UiriiMiis  nddii:  "ThU  is  not  (o  Iw  won- 
diiri'd  at;  for  llio  inUcrulilu  c(iT(;y  nro  rt-duccd  to  bi-pjrury  in 
lliK  inlnnd.  '1  lie  riitlivdral  cliiirclim  mourn,  huriiuj  lieen  rullied 
hi/  Ihf  atoreiai'l  perKmn,  and  by  others  alon/Lt  with  ihi'ui,  of 
tiioKu  hinda  and  aMi|>l(!i-slalL'a  which  had  been  lormirly  )^rjntt>d 
to  thiMii  fuilld'iilly  and  duvowtly.  I'hnK,  the  exallhif;  of  the 
Church  hii»  \ivv»  chan^'cd  into  thi>  <leii|xiilln|{  or  iilundoring 
of  tliu  Church."*  Aiul  again :  "  Thu  Krcatvat  disadvantage  of 
all  was,  thai  whilu  wc  conferred  no  advantage  on  the  Church 
of  Christ,  in  our  new  |irincipalily,  we  not  only  diil  not  think  it 
worthy  of  any  iinportant  bounty,  or  of  due  honour,  bni  oven 
after  bavin/;  taken  away  its  |io«Be8»iiin5,  wo  have  cnu.loyeil 
ourselvirs  either  in  mutilating  or  in  abrogating  its  furwer 
dignitiva  and  ancient  privilugcB."t 


CHAPTEU    in 

ItclJu.oiiH  aiMl  [.itAltlry  L'harartora  •>'  tllu  Twulftli  Century — QcMral 
ObMrTsUuut. 

Since  the  days  of  the  early  fathers  of  the  Irish  Church,  there 
has  nut  a|i|H<arud  a  greater  or  a  more  distinguished  supporter 
of  religion  than 

St.  MAL«cnv4 — This  holy  man  was  of  the  ancient  and 
noble  family  of  the  O'Morgairs,  and  was  born  at  Armagh 
abont  the  year  1035.  At  a  very  early  age,  .Malachy  fornieil 
the  deteruiinatlou  of  renouncing  tho  world,  and  of  consecrating 
himself  to  the  service  of  religion;  for  which  ]iurpose  he  re- 
paired to  luiar,  an  austere  and  saintly  man,  at  that  time  resid- 
ing ill  a  cell  near  Armagh.  The  cxtraonlinary  progress  which 
be  had  made,  in  this  school  of  (/hristian  |icrfcetion,  smm 
atlracte<J  the  notice  of  Celsiis,  who  was  then  primate  of  Ire- 
land. Nbilacliy  was  ordaineil  priest  by  this  prelate,  although 
be  had  not  at  thu  time  attained  the  canonical  age;  and  was 
immediately  after  ap|)oiiited  bis  vicar,  with   full  powers  for 

*  Protmiiim  U^  the  secotid  wlititm  of  *'  HilierniA  Eipugiuta."  ' 
t  HiWr.  KxmiK.  1.  2,  clinp.  ixxv. 

X  tii«  origiuaJ  iMiiie  WAH  MAolQii«Klho}{ ;  tliAt  it,  twrvaiit  uf  Mnidoo,  or  uf  St, 
Aitlau,  ljitih(>|t  of  tVniH.     Tliis  naniv  baa  )jmd  latlaizeil  iato  MaUchy. 
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•■Hl'i'tiiif;  •iirli  riir>>rmii  in  innmliiinil  ilmciplliK*,  an  tli<>  riiiiri'h  nf 
Ariiiii);!)  rni){lit,  iit  tlint  lime,  Kt'cin  to  ri'i)iiiri-.  With  n  view  to 
ii('i'i>iii|ili>ili  thciio  iinportuiit  olijiM'iii,  Miliichv  coiiiuhmu'ciI  by 
elllullli^llin);  the  ru»t»iii  cil'  iiiri)>in;;  thu  i-iiii(>ni(':il  hoiirfi  in  nil 
tho  rhiirch«>ii  of  tlic  dinci'Mo,  mul  Hii<'('i'<MU>(t  in  Hnl>stitiitin<;  tltti 
Kiiiniin  (illic'c  iiml  litnr^'V,  in  pliico  nf  the  i>ni>  (('urann  (in!- 
hmini)  (fi'iiiTiilly  iisimI  l>y  the  Irish  clrrjry.*  Ili^foru  thin  time, 
the  iiniiiil  uicxlv  of  I'ontrnrtinf;  niiirriiiiji'ii  in  Irclnml  hnil  hi'vn 
hy  i'»|H>iii>iil,  or  lis  thiMihi^inns  cx|irf««  it,  tixmntlin  tie  fuliiro, 
mill  which,  iitlfiiiliMl  with  certain  I'ntiililiiiiin,  nim  im  vnliil  an 
tliii  nuitriiiiniiiiil  (•nntriii't  iiiiw  ihimI  (ite  |lrilll|•llli)^  Thin 
OHpoitHiil  vviiif  ai'i;i)inpanii'il  liv  tlii>  Kjirenhitiil  henetliction,  iinil 
when  thu  tiiiii'  Hiierilieil  liy  the  piii'tiex  hail  oliipseil,  the  innrri- 
H^u  hueanie  riililleil  anil  liiniliii};,  wilhniit  their  having  linil 
reinnrst'  to  the  mntnirt  <lr  pniufnti  '\\m  eiistnm  of  eeiehral- 
mil  the  niariiaife  ninti'iiet  huh  nut  in  those  iliiys  eonlineil  to 
Irehinil :  it  prevailed  very  p'nerallv  in  oilier  eoMiilrieH  until  tho 
time  of  the  eonneil  of  Trent,  when  it  wad  priihiliiteil  an  well 
liy  the  eaiiiiim  of  tliut  penenil  eiinneil,  as  by  the  civil  laws  of 
Koveral  Christian  ntateH.  Neither  was  that  inipe<linieiiti>l>Herveil 
at  thin  prrioil  in  Irehinil,  by  which  niarria^'e  wan  prnhibileil 
within  the  neveiilli  ile>;ree  of  ooimanfriiinity  nr  allinity.  Con- 
iii'leriii)»  the  nystem  of  rlunsliip  which  then  pivvaileil  in  tlii« 
eonntry,  nnil  the  prnrtice  of  innrryinR  cliiclly  within  their 
M'ptH,  this  caiionieal  rule  coulil  nut,  without  much  incon- 
venience, be  ailopteil  here,  nnil,  in  fact,  it  liiul,  alter  miine 
lime,  been  fnuml  no  ditlicnlt  to  olwerve  it  anywhere,  tliut  it 
wan  noon  after  ileenieil  neeenHarv  to  have  it  nioililieil,  by 
limitin);  the  prohibition  within  the  fourth  degree,  both  nf 
coii»aiii;ninity  anil  affinity  However.  Malachy  succeeiled  in 
introilui'iiif;  these  cnuonical  im|>oilinienl9  all  over  the  ilioceso 
of  Armagh;  in  like  manner,  the  marriape  couliaet  ifc  pmumti 
was,  at  least  in  that  part  of  Irelaml,  now  substituleil  instead 
of  the  espouoal,  whlcli  hud  been  usually  practi^ied  in  ]ircccdinjr 
times. 

In  lli3  the  Mint  repaired  to  Lismorc,  for  Hie  purpose  of 
aci|nirin;;  a  still  (jreater  knowledge  of  the  ScriptMrcs  and  of 
ecclesiastical   discipline,  under  the  venerable   Malclim,    then 

•  S<*  Ap|*iHlix  III. 

t  Tliat  ttiiM  |>rnctii'«  w-na  ol>H«rvecl  in  InlauiL  l^voll  wa  late  w  A.  1A6A,  t> 
atti'Htnl  liy  OiMsl,  Hit  Kll^liftll  frieBt.  Thin  uiut  onn<lucti^  at  tliat  time,  a 
RotiiHil  in  Limt'rivk.  where  Mf  was  lioKpitaltly  receivetl  ami  ctirriHhtMt  l>y  Uie 
ii)hal>itant<i  \  t>ilt  thi'iH'  fuvount  ho  atterwanla  reiMil  with  low  aciirhhty  and 
Kv«  liigratitiiilo.  llowuvei,  en  til*  aillijuL-t  iif  MatruiK*-'*  '■'  ■aya~"KxtrA 
«i|i|ii<lii  ran>  luKtnnicnia  cnntnihiint,  nee  lie  jira'avnti,  aed  lie  futuro  pruinit- 
tiilit."     .\li.  <'tuii«l(>n. 
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biiili<i|i  of  tliiit  ■»'<!'  It  liuH  l)cun  iilri'uily  Ktulcil.  tliiit  aflvr  lia 
liail  Imh'Ii  cuIIviI  Iioiiic  fruiii  tliin  rclroul,  liu  wan  coiincenilrd  by 
Ci'lBim,  iinil  plnivil  iivcr  tliu  tlivn  vjie.iiit  avu  of  ('uniiur,  Tin* 
diiiccHi'',  IhiIiik  viiiiti);iiiiiis  t(j  Ariiu>i;li,  liuci,  it  u|>|H.-ura,  •iiHvreil ' 
iiKiri*  fi'uiii  ttio  HC'aihl.'iloiiH  |>itii.'L'u(liii^ii  of  tliu  |moii(lo-un*1i- 
bi»lio|»i  tliiiii  liny  otiirr,  uml  wim,  wlii'ii  Aliilucliy  liad  livt'li 
|iliioc'<l  oriT  it,  ill  tt  atiilu  of  tliv  inoHt  il>'|>loraljle  Uiaorili'r.  'I'liu 
liiiiiinturH  of  tlu)  ultar  wrii'  Ijiit  few,  roiift'iMioiu  wiTC  ih'){1ocU'<I, 
iu'IIIkt  iircacliiii);  liur  tin-  iitliur  piibliv  diiticH  of  tliu  Cbuicli 
bull  Ik'i'Ii  obmi  vol ;  in  Hliiirt,  lliu  nui  ruiiii'ntH,  un<l  ull  llio  nacrvj 
obli)(utiiiiiK  of  rflii^lon.HCL'iiiuil  tu  Imvu  Ixit'ii  ulniost  uui\uniully 
»biiii(loiu'il.  A  ri'tormulioii  wan,  liiiwu\er,  «ooii  clluctfil : 
Mulurliy  wi'iit  umuiipt  tlieiii^  uml  uilniuiiiiilii'il  tliciii  both  piib- 
liclv  anil  privuti'lv!  Iu<  rubuilt  clinrolieii,  onluiiiL-il  clerjryiiicii, 
baii  lliu  wiiril  of  lifu  unnoiiiit'i'il  tu  tliu  faithful,  tlie  coiiT  Bsioiial 
«u«  utti'iiili'd,  tliii  fafiMiiii'iitB  wtru  fit'i|uuiitt'd,  and  in  u  very 
few  yvaiii,  \ni  bad  tli^v  cuiisolulion  of  nt'ciii^'  around  liiiii  n'Jivoplu 
orderly  anil  religious,  and,  in  every  ri.spei't  an  exaniplu  for 
tlio  rest  of  (liu  coiniiiiinity.*  It  i^i  ^'(-nerally  ennsidtircd  that 
tlii*  in  the  portion  iif  the  Iri^li  CImiitIi  towhieh  St.  lleriiiird 
alludes  in  liii  lifu  of  iiit.  Malaehy,  and  wliicli  that  vi'iierablo 
nrller  repre-<eiiU  an  beiii);  at  the  time  iininer^'eil  in  a  ulutu  of 
iirtual  harlr.irisin.  It  is  evident  tlial  lierould  not  have  applle  I 
the  teinia  generally;  for  In  the  rest  of  Ireland,  leliijioii  was  eii- 
furied  and  pructiiii'd,  while  the  dilleient  sei'i  in  eaili  uf  the 

iiroviiiceii  had  been  governed  by  bixhnpa  who,  fur  piety  and 
earning,  ranked  fureinoat  ainoii^At  the  prelatei^of  thcrChrijtiuii 
Church  at  thin  |ieriud.  In  I  \'AJ,  Malaelixunii»eiited  to  under- 
take the  f^overnnient  of  the  aiehdioeene  uN^(,na^li  Various 
were  tlie  ilillienllies  to  wliieh  ho  hail  been  exposed,  before  bo 
auceeeded  ill  re9eniiif»  lliissee  out  of  the  lianiU  of.tliose  ponur- 
ful  iiersoiiH  by  wlioiii  it  had  been  so  hnif>  usiir|ieil  I'orllic 
history  of  these  pi(iceeiliii}>s,  tojrether  witli  Ilia  retiring  to  the 
see  of  Down,  bis  journey  to  Koine  and  his  return  us  le^juto 
apostolic  to  Ireland,,  the  reader  must  be  referred  to  the  detail 
already  j;iveii  ill  the  lirst  ehapter. 

The  ren|Kinsiliilily  arlsin;;  out  of  the  various  duties  of  this 
inipurkiiitanil  ardunus  eoniinisaioii,  had  now  tilled  forth  all  the 
zeal  and  energy  of  the  saint,  lie  made  n  visit-itian'of  tho 
provinces,  eorreeting  some,  eneonra^linL'otlier.f,  and  instructing 
all.  These  journeys  were  always  pertoiineil  on  foot,  ami 
ulthnu^h  ho  had  been  invited  and  coni'ted  by  the  Kreat,  he 
nevertlieless  preferred  to  take  up  his  abode  in   nucli  of  the 

•  8.  Bereatd,  riU  8.  Mai  tiMii.  vi.      ■ 
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iiionuiitorifi  us  w«re  mml  ruiiii>rlii>lilu  for|Mirorty  an<l  roliftioiu 
<liiii'i|>llni'.  During  his  ■ojnnni  in  tlioe  ruiri-ntit,  the  Mint  con- 
tuntuil  hiMiM-lf  will)  llif  liiiinlilu  fure  nf  iliu  emnlilitlinicnt,  anil 
|H'rfiirnii'il  all  tint  diitii'ii  ot  tlio  inHtitiilo,  wi  an  to  u'lily  and  en- 
c'<iiirM){u  wiry  ini'mU'r  of  tlie  rinniniinity.*  Ht.  Ikinmril  in 
Ilia  I'in'iiiiiittiiiitiiil  Hml  boautlful  lifo  of  Ht.  MalacliVi  rcliitvi  nn 
otviirri'iH'o  wliii'li  liii'l  llit'M  taken  |>Iik'o  at  Curk,  in  nnurly  ths 
fullowinft  word": — About  tlii*  timu  tlio  aea  of  Oork  becamo 
vncitnt;  Imt  tliu  I'liTjjy  liuit  not  yrt  ili'ti'rniincil  on  tliu  iwrson 
wlioni  tliiiy  alioiilil  •vlvct  for  pronintion  to  tin*  iipi>co|)ai  ehair 
(if  tliiit  iinciant  dioceiio.  Wlicn  the  auint  liud  nrriveil  in  that 
city,  hti  waa  roiiHiilieil  on  thin  Miliject,  an4  ihu  Bii|i<>intnient  to 
th«  vacant  hco  waa  now  |ilureij  exclimivHly  in  hit  hanila. 
Malachy,  hnwovor,  thought  not  of  wlMtiiiK  any  one  of  the 
nolilcii,  or  of  tlio  rich  ftiiiriiowerfiil— nil  tliemi  lie  lauiiod  over; 
while,  ill  the  presence  of  tlio  clorjjy  anil  |H.'o|ile,  lie  preauntly 
iinnied  a  man  Uilli  iioor  and  himihle,  and  a  atranifer  in  that 
|iart  of  the  country,  but  with  whose  nieiituho  liitd  beenulreailv 
acqiiuiiil<-il.  Mewen^era  hat  i»^  liceii  iniinudinlely  deajntcheil, 
it  wnii  iioon  dincovered  Ihnt  thia  pirnon  hiid  lieen  coniiiied  lo 
hi"  bed,  uiid  waa  in  no  wi<ak  it  eoinlitioii,  thiit  he  could  not 
|Hi>Hibly  upiienr  before  ihein  nnlens  he  had  U'cn  carried  out  by 
olhcrH.  "  l,et  bini  arise  in  tlie  imine  of  the  Lord,"  observed 
the  siiiiit,  "I  coniiiuind  him:  by  his  olieilience  shall  he  bo 
restored  to  health."  'I'he  humble  individual,  deeining  hiinielf 
unworthy  to  bo  exulted  to  such  «  station,  yet  williuK  '"  "^Y 
the  order  of  the  saint,  made  an  ell'urt  to  arise  from  his  beu, 
when  at  once  he  found  his  stren);tli  relurninf{,  and  was  able  to 
walk  to  tliu  church  with  facility  and  (irmnoss.  Having; 
a|i|H.'areil  before  the  asseiiiblv,  he  was  plHceil  in  the  e|)isco|inl 
ciiiiir  amidst  the  congratulations  of  both  clerjry  hiuI  |H!ople, 
and  was  soon  after  consecniled  bishop  of  Corkt  ''  i«  Rcne- 
nilly  supiMwed  that  this  jiious  bishop  was  (illla  Aeda  O'Mugin, 
who  had  been  about  this  time  abbot  of  St.  Finhar's,  and  from 
whom  that  ancient  foundation  had  derivtHi  the  name  of  Gill 
Abukv  This  opinion  is  strongly  conKrmed  by  the  fact,  that 
the  abliey  of  Kinbar  had  been  rebuilt  in  this  century  forstran- 
gera  from  C'onnaiight,  the  couutry  of  St.  Kinbar  himself;  and 
it  ia,  moreover,  certain  that  the  newly-elected  prelate  waa  a 
native  of  that  province; — a  circumstance  ex^ilanatory  of  and 
corresponiliii);  with  the  term  ilratigir,  so  distinctly  marked  in 
the  text  of  St.  Iternard.  While  Malachy  had  been  stationed 
at  Down,  his  brother,  Christian  (Uilla-Criost,  bishop  of  Clugher, 

mi''-  V 

•    •  8.  Bonisnl,  Vita,  ohap.  »ii  t  9.  B.ni,nl,  Viu.  cli«i.  liii.        J 
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diwl:  tliin  uiintly  nml  Irarnvil  pri'lutu  In  nliiii  Rrontly  c.\ti>lle<l 
hy  8t  llrriiRril,  niid  mimt  liiiiiouralilv  mt'titioii  htn  lueii  inado 
al  liim  ill  aliiiiMi  all  our  aiiimU. 

After  tliu  k^ikmI  of  lloliii|iatrii'k,  in  I14H,  Alnlnchy  |ir<>- 
MHxIwl  Oil  Ilia  hi'CoikI  jouriii-y  to  Itiiinv,  for  tlio  puriMw*  of 
olitaiiiitig  tliv  imlliiiiiiii:  Imwuver,  when  he  huii  rviichfil  Olair- 
vuux,  III)  wan  KiM/oil  willi  It  fi-vi'mficr  liuviiifrcelebrateil  Maaa, 
on  tlif  fi'Hliviil  of  Nt.  l^uke.  St.  Ilcriinril  and  liia  coininunity 
wuri-  uniatly  alfuvtiHl ;  unil  wlii^n  tliv  lirutlireii  who  liail  uccoiii- 
|iaiiiuil  Maliii'hy  friiin  liclnml,  oiU'i>iiru((i>(l  liiin,  iiiul  jiriiyi'il 
that  liu  nii^lit  notlw  taken  from  thpni,  liu  oliacrvvil :  "  Muluchy 
'uiiiat  iliu  tliia  yi'ar;  lit'liulil  the  <lav  i«  aii|iri>u('liinfr,  which,  aa 
you  well  know,  I  alwayn  wi»he>l  •houht  uo  niy  last."  In  fact, 
tliu  naint  hail  often  exprvaaeii  a  desiru  of  tvrininating  liia 
mortal  cari'trin  tlio  inoiiaatvry  of  Clairvaux,  anil  hence  it  was, 
that  in  liin  formur  interview  with  the  |>«|h-,  he  oarncatly  iin- 

iihired  tlint  lie  ini){ht  ho  porinitled  lo  renigii  hla  biahopriu  in 
reland ;  a  re<)ueat  which  could  not  iit  that  tiinu  he  jiimnted. 
On  llndin^'  the  l««t  iii);ht  of  hia  lifu  ii|>)iroacliinK,  he  aildruued 
the  lircllireii  with  thu  greatest  iMimilile  cheerfuliivu,  and  huviii){ 
rei'i'ivcd  the  lait  wicrunienU,  tlio  lui'int  ruined  Ilia  uvea  tolieaveii 
and  mini:  "  ()  (iod !  iirenurvu  them  in  thy  iianiu,  aii<l  mt  only 
iheso,  hut  likenine  all  ihiwc  who,  throu;j;li  iny  ministry,  have 
bound  theiiiHelves  lo  thy  nervice."  Then,  to  use  the  worila  of 
8t  lierimrd,  |iUeJiiK  Ida  lianda  uii  the  heuil  of  each,  ami  hivsaing 
them  all,  he  desired  them  to  go  lo  rent,  whereaH  hia  lionr  wiia 
not  yet  coino.  Ahont  midnight  tliu  whole  community  assem- 
bled, and  several  abliols  were  in  attendance  with  St.  llernard 
and  thu  brelhi-en  lo  watch  liia  exit.  Shortly  after  he  expirul, 
in  the  SItli  year  of  his  age,  on  the  2nil  of  November,  a.d. 
ll|l<,  in  the  place  and  at  the  tiniu  which  be  had  long  ardently 
desired.  Ilia  dialli  renembled  sleep;  »o  placid  and  cheerful 
was  Ilia  countenance.  When  the  lioily  was  conveyed  to  the 
church,  .Hi.  Itirnard  observed  a  boy,  one  of  whoso  arms  had 
been  withered;  he  called  him  forth  and  desired  him  to  apply 
the  arm  to  thu  hand  of  St.  Malachy ;  the  b*oy  olH'ycd,  and  was 
instantly  cured.  St.  llernard  preached  the  funeral  oration, 
In  the  life  already  mentioned,  he  has  given  an  authentic 
account  of  a  nuniher  of  niiiacles  which  had  been  wrought 
by  means  of  our  saint,  both  during  his  life  and  after  his 
dtath.  Si.  Malachy  was  canonized  by  pope  Clement  III., 
4D.  Ily2.* 


•  Maliilltin.  Chnm.  B<'rimnl.  ('"I.  10. 

t  l-'^ur  UAsttfiv  m*.  Tr.  Tb.  y-  'M\t.  Utrran  hiw  been  latinised  iat^i  l^turvotiuti. 
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Nt  I.auhkmc'K  O'Tmim  (l/irrnn  O'l'iinllmlf)  wni  of  llin 
illiutriou^  liiiu>o  nf  tliu  ( rt'ncili'it,  |iriii('rii  of  liiialy,  in  tlip  now 
county  of  VVicklow.  WliiMi  Umrcneu  liml  l>wii  nliont  tun 
oiini  ol'iiK"',  li«  wiiH  xivi'n  iii  ii  li(i«lu)ji'  bv  lii«  CutliiT  to  DvrnioJ 
iIju'-Mori<i;li,  tlicn  kii>){  of  Li'limtcr  'I'liiii  wickuil  prinva 
tmiili'il  Liiuri'iicK  with  ^lAat  orui'lty;  Ikkvi'vit,  Iiu  wim  umiii 
afli'r  rpxlorvd  lo  liia  iKiri'nIii,  iiii'l  coniinitlt'd  liy  tlipni  to  the 
ujro  of  tliu  vvnunililti  lii»lin|i  i>f  (ilvndiiloch,  for  thu  |iur|>oM)  of 
U)in){  liiHlrurlinl  iii  Iciiriiin^'  itiul  piutv.  I^urunoo  ci>nliiiii«il 
unilur  thi'  Koiiliiiicu  of  tills  (^ihhI  |irvmt(>,  ihkI  nniilu  auch  pru- 

f[rvaa  in  ri'll);iiiiiH  jii'r|iiiruiiionl^,  thut,  nt  thu  iiu'i-  of  twuntv-live, 
lu  WHS  i'h'i;luil  iil>liol  of  thu  nioiiuHliTy  of  (iluniluloch,  wliich, 
It  nniHt  ho  ruin:ii'ki''l,  liifl  iit  tliiit  lime  lii'cii  illntiiiet  from  the 
biahoiiric.  Thu  woiillh  of  tliiH  iililivy  Ikmn^  tliun  very  cornti- 
iloriiblu,  wan  iMipluyuil  by  LiiurcntH*  in  ruliuvin^  tlio  poor,  ami 
|iurtlciiliirly  itiirlii;,'  lliu  fumiiiii  which  huil,  iit  Mint  pcrioil,  ra^<^i| 
throiii;lioiit  III!  lliisilialriot.  Siiiiil' yuiirs  iiflor,  im  thudi-iith  of 
tliu  bishii|j  o|' (ili'iiiliiloi'h,  l.tiinvnce  wuit  itiiiiiiimoiiiily  vlinsvii 
bin  Auci-i'iisor;  thin  ili;;nitv  ho,  howevor,  <li'c'liiiu<l,  iiilut;iii;{  lIuU 
hu  bill  not  yet  iittainud  tlii!  Uj^r  ri><|iiiruil  by  the  cunona. 
liurria,  in  tiealiiiK  on  tliia  oceiirreiice,  says:  "  He  iluclineil  tho 
•eu,  beiMUSo  he  eoiilil  not  have  the  opportutiiliea  of  exerting 
Ilia  Htron;;  (liH|H>4ilion  to  charity  when  bishop  of  Uleiidaluch,  u« 
hu  had  wlien  alilmt,  tliu  revenues  of  thu  bialiopriu  Ixiiiig  iiiiivli 
inferior  to  those  of  the  nbliey." 

Upon  the  death  of  (ii'e;;i>ry,  archbialiop  of  Dublin,  in  I  It'll, 
Laurence  wni  chosen  bjf  thu  electors  of  that  diocese,  but  per- 
aiatud  for  a  lonj;  time  in  refusing  to  coinplv  with  their  eiitreii- 
tiea.  He  wiu,  however,  nt  length  prevnifed  upon  to  aubinit, 
and  was  necordin^ijly  cmisucratud  in  I'hriat  Church,  Dublin,  by 
Ueiaaius,  the  primate,  accoin|>anied  by  iiinny  liishopa  and  a 
jrent  number  of  thl^  clergy.*  Tho  ardent  attachnieiit  nliicli 
le  had  alwaya  evinced  for  reyuliir  disciiiliiie,  eould  not,  even 
ill  his  present  situation,  bu  dispensed  witli.  Accordingly,  on 
hia  accession  to  the  aeo.  Laurence  indueeil  tlio  canons  of  Christ 
(4hurcli,  who  bad  been  at  the  time  secular  canons,)  to  tiuconte 
canons    regular   of    the   cuiij^reguiion    of   Arousia.      To    tho 


*  Vit*  H,  Laurent,  chap.  i. 

t  Tlivan  can'inN  tia<l  Immmi,  iu  all  prolMihitity,  tliAt  ilifii'rijtttnn  nf  ecclr«iaaticR 
known  in  Uiin  a^u  hy  tbu  tijinicof  i'lililm-M  ur  l.'oli'li-i,  that  ia,  iit^nwrnR  living  iu 
community  ;  CVi/r,  in  Iriah,  ni«'aniiig  l<yttkir,  ami  /Me,  a  fwia.  Tht^  C'nldeca  were 
an'iilar  i-lftvynien ;  they  live«l  in  roinluunity,  ami  Wf re  litiiiml  to  thu  olMervanc* 
of  certain  niloa.  In  ninny  oonnthfa  they  fonnetl  tha  canoua  of  caUic<lr»] 
chnrvhee,  |iarttuularly  in  b'rant!*'  nml  in  Ht'otfanil ;  in  which  latter  kingdom  they 
bvcamu  a  uumt-ioui  auil  an  inltut-utuU  bu,iy.  > 
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iihuorriinro  nf  all  the  nilm  npixTlainiiy  to  thia  iiutiliilo, 
l^uniiK-n  liaii  iiiiwt  itriotly  ■tlumluil :  hu  wnro  tliu  Imbit, 
Iwiiixth  which  ho  klway*  <im<I  •  hnjr  ahirt,  iiliiorvoil  lilance  >t 
th«  •talivl  houn,  •tl(>ii(l«(l  uloiif;  with  hit  canona  at  thit  miil- 
lii)(ht  (>IK>'»,  ami  practinoil  variooa  aiiati'ritlea  wliivh  wora  not 
in  any  nianiier  oiijoineil  hy  the  rule.  Ilu  charity  to  tiiu  |HM>r 
waa  iinlHiiimlml ;  aniongtt  whom  h«  took  vara  to  hava  tha 
ffrealitKt  |Mirti(in  of  the  ri?v«nuua  of  hia  cliiirch  ilialribute<l. 
In  Iltt7,  I.iiiiri-ncn  allvmlfd  thi<  ^>rviit  luinvontion  of  tha 
cUriiy  anil  princi'*  of  |,uthcuin,  or  tliu  northvrn  half  of  In-laml, 
when  ItiHlerio  O'Oonor  waa  recojtnixod  aa  monarch,  ami  mvo- 
r*l  enactnienta  were  |)aaaotl  relative  to  the  political  atate  of 
the  country. 

At  thi*  eventful  rriaU,  Ijinrence  hail  been  proviilentiully 
raiaoil  up  fur  the  auccuur  of  his  afflletcil  country inun.  Ilo 
had  preaiduil  aciirculy  nine  ycara  ovur  tlio  archieniM-ojial  aeu, 
wlion  Htri>n);l>ow  nrrivcil  with  hii«  nniiy  un<lor  tliu  wiilU  uf 
Dublin.  The  aioi;!!  wua  obatiiiatu  ami  ilrvudful,  liiit  at  loii^th 
tlio  city  wiu  taken  by  atorin.  AniiiUt  tho  imliacriiiilnutu 
alauf(hl«r  which  eiiauotl,  the  uooilbiiihop  i>x|>oac(l  hiniiielrin  all 
directiona  for  the  safety  of  hia  flock,  anil  liy  hia  interference 
aoveral  of  the  cliurchoa  had  been  aucured  from  pillaKu  uiid 
lacriloffo.  During  thin  iind  the  following  year  (1171),  thu 
oxceaaivo  criitdtiua  |H!r|ietrati>d  bv  the  followera  of  Htrongbow, 
Itnyinnnil  Ic  (inm*,  and  others,  had  enkiiiilled  the  imllgimtioii 
of  every  ^ooil  niid  virtuuiia  man.  l.iiurcnco  could  no  liiiigor 
cnntiiiiiu  on  iiiutlentivu  uUorvcr  of  thcau  atrocities;  ho  tliuru- 
foru  vncoiini);od  Uodoric  O'Oonor  and  other  princca  to  unite 
for  thu  total  oxpulHion  of  tho  invadeiii,  and  applied  alao  for 
•sainlunco  to  (i<»lrud,  kin;;  of  Miiiiii.  l{i)ilorie  accordingly 
ap|H-nred  with  a  (xiwerfiil  army  before  Dublin,  while  at  tho 
aaiiie  time  thu  harbour  won  blockaded  bv  u  fleet  of  thirty  aliipn 
aent  by  Umirod.  The  niu^e  continued  ^or  nearly  two  months, 
during  which  time  Strongbow  and  lii.t  fnrceH  had  been  reduced 
to  aiicli  diatresK  that  they  aueinod  willing  to  capitulate.  By 
the  consent  of  thu  Iriih  princes,  I.,aurencc  was  the  person  ap- 
pointed for  arranging  the  terms ;  accordingly,  in  tho  name  of 
the  Irish  iiatinn,  ho  announced  to  Stiuiigbow  and  to  his 
adherents,  that  they  shoald  surrender  all  the  places  which  they 
had  then  occupied,  and  de|iart  the  kingdom  on  a  certain  deter- 
mined day."  These  terms,  as  might  be  expected,  were  fur 
Ihim  being  agreeable,  while,  in  the  meantime,  the  Irish,  too 
coiiKdent  of  succeas,  carried  on  the  siege  with  great  negligence. 

*  Luland,  b.  L  oliap.  ii.   ,  .         ' 
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'riiim  t'iri-niinl«nnMl,HtmnKlHiwri-aiilvtt<lnn  makinfi  *  (Imiwrnts 
oR'nrl.  At  »  iiKiiiiunt  wlinn  thii  iM'sii'Kvra  wen-  iiVi  Ihi-ir  KU'riJ, 
li«  Niailo  a  aiiclilun  «ncl  a  vIk"'""'  •iiHv  fniin  tli«  kiiU-i  with  > 
I'liimeii  IxHly  <)rkiiif(liti«iiil  infantry;  Inu  Irialinriiiy  liiivln)(  Iwen 
tliiiH  tukvn  unawnri'ii  wore  iliapcrmMl  iiiul  nuitiMl,  wliiU-  Kixluric, 
wliii  wan  at  till'  tliiiu  liutliiiiK  in  tliu  l.iiluy,  liiiil,  with  nn»i 
iliHieulty,  (>f1i'cliMl  liiit  i>H('a|iu.  Krimi  tliia  |H>riiiil  llie  Kn^liali 
Miw  tliii  ni'i-vaaity  of  acting,  at  li'iut,  wltli  inurv  |Hilicy  tuwarda 
tliu  iK>i)|ilu  (if  Dublin. 

Wliili'  Strongluiw,  liv  an  um>>|ie<'t<'il  turn  of  forlunu,  had 
thus  ciiiiiim'IIkiI  till'  Irian  tro<i|M  to  raiau  thi<  liv^iu  of  Diihlin, 
hia  aaaiiriati'a  Hcrv,  in  aoiiiu  placi-t,  far  Ironi  iM-iiig  alinilnrly 
aui'i-t'aafiil.  'J'hp  ciiatlu  of  Ki-rryt'ariK,  a  alrong  fortreaa 
aitiiiitvil  iiKir  thr  town  of  Wcxfnnl,  ha<l  hven  fur  aiiiiii>  tiinu  in 
tho  iHiaauaxiiin  of  KitZ'Htv|ihi'a  Thia  fiirtn^aa,  from  ita  natural 
|M>aition,  h.-ul  lici-n  oonaiiloruit  ini|ir(>);niihlu;  it  waa,  inorvover, 
•troii);ly  ^'urriaonuil,  hut  from  aoiiiu  niiamaiiiif;i'nivnt  of  tli» 
govoniiir,  itrt  au|i|i)y  of  proviaiona  una  ttni  liinitvd  to  intwt  th» 
ciiKtHu'lua  of  a  tcilloua  aivge.  The  Danva  fif  Wvxfurd, 
>'nc>iiira){(id  by  tlu<  diatreaa  to  whifli  Sti'on({hiiw  waa  rvduccd, 
had  now  coiiio  to  llm  rcauliition  of  atorniiiiK  ''■'>  <'»atl«.  aud  in 
thia  ontiTpriao  they  wi'rti  unniaicil  hv  Uonahl,  an  illeKitimatu 
aim  of  Dernioil  Aliu'M>iri>((li.  In  tliu  nii'uiilimu  a  report  was 
indiiatrioualy  I'irculatcHi  thiit  Stronjihow  hail  hvun  eoin|H>lluil 
to  ca|iituhitii,  and  that  Dublin  wiia  in  tliu  haiida  of  Uodcric 
OXJoiiiir;'  Kitz-Sti'i'lien,  |)t.'tfivinj;  that  the  rumour  of  this 
iliaaatroua  uccurruiiuu  hail  uiadv  ila  way  into  the  uurriaon,  and 
believing  it  to  lie  a  fart,  iiniiiuiliiitely  aurrenderuil  the  ciiatle, 
which  waa  aiccordiiigly  occupied  liy  the  IxMii'tjers  without 
•triking  a  hlow.t 

*  Wans  Aiiiial.  at  a   1171. 

t  Till*  Mim.|i<liT  of  UiiH  iiantlo  hna  giTun  riiwi  to  a  |Hi>ce  of  taucfaceil  caliimnjrt 
tnvi.iitiil  liy  liiraltliia  ('aiiilirL'tiaiM.  and  nft^.rwttnN  rt>tAili^l  liy  atintu  itf  hla  ia* 
t4.nMt<.il  iitiitit'ini.  At'ctinliiiu  Ut  tliia  Htory,  .ltMi.|ili  0'lli.t)i«),  IiIhIiuii  of  Foma, 
atiil  Maliii'hy  llyriiu,  liinhnp  of  KiliUro,  i-uiiii'  Ut  th«  fortrvaa  ami  twik  au  iMth 
ill  til*'  |>n«i'iK'u  of  tliii  |:ov«riior  that  lliililiii  hait  1nh;ii  atoniiixl  liy  U'Nicric 
<t'l'4iiior,  anil  tlint  .S4riuiu)i»w  ami  lii*i  fon'oa  liatl  Imm'H  I'nt  to  piwHM.  Tliiia,  miy 
lhi*y,  by  in-rjiiry  ami  atrataKom  wiw  Kitx-.Sti'iihi'n  prDVaitti'l  njion  to  accept  tlia 
tt-nita  of  tlii^  lNvii.)ji.rH  mnl  hiirri'iiiirr  tlio  cA«tle  Th«  nwler  itiiut  n'mark, 
tliat  ib*'  only  Aiitlionty  on  wlueli  tkia  iiUtvnivnt  ruila,  u  Uuit  of  Ulraltlua  CiuU' 
linMiairi  (Mill-  Kl|iiiK.  fill  1  a  xxv.)  :  an  nntliority  iiji'iii  wliiuh,  a^  to  vvonta  of 
tliia  (lt.ac'ri|>tion,  no  inti-llif^'iit  man  vouttl  i:i<t  tin.  li-unt  valiiii  l|piiut<  It  U  that 
Warv,  whom?  jii'lKniiMit  falimtt  W  i|ii<-stioiii.il.  hax  |»iiwn1  it  liy  aii  unworthy  of 
uoiii'd.  'riir  fact  la,  fliralilua  waa  aAhaiiii.tl  of  thi>  ciw-anlly  uiaunt-r  in  which 
thf  (tarriaon  hail  Murn>n>U>r«>il ;  1h>  accunlinuly  iiivriiU^I  thia  atnfy  for  the 
|wniMW  of  n-niovini;  tht*  iliKunv;*'  whiuh  (aa  Im  hiwl  rciUMin  to  au|i[Mim*)  tniuht 
oUiiTwiHu  attach  to  the  charac-txr  of  hia  friumi  Kitz  8tv|ih|.n  ami  of  hia 
oiiuiitryiii«ii. 
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Tli«  followiiiK  yrnr  (117})  l^iiri'ni'u,  aMiatinl  hy  .SirmiK- 
bnw,  Kil»-SU'|ili<'ii  iinil  lUyiiiiiiul,  i>nlurK<'<l  ('lii'i't  Cliiiruli  uml 
liiiilt  lliii  choir  uiiil  Iwlfry,  aiiiii'tinu  iilmi  lliri'ii  now  (!lm|M-lii  to 
lliii  cutlii'ilriil.  I.iiurciii'iv  witli  (itli<ir  prflitti'ii,  art  nut  fur 
itiime,  in  onlvr  (n  iitli'iul  nl  llic  rnuiieil  of  Liirtiraii,  uml 
nliorlly  uflcr  ri'tiiriu>il  to  Iri'liiii'l,  u  li)U:>le  ii|HMti>lii-  for  tlmt 
country.  TIii-mi  iivi'nti,  to^itlii'r  wiili  iIk'  niorni  roforniittioii 
wliiuli  ho  hull  niuilu  in  Duliliii,  havu  lioon  iilrcinly  notieuJ  in 
lht<  lir«t  ('hii|i«i'r. 

Ill  tlio  yi'iir  IIHO,  Ijiiirvni'i*  umlcrtook  »  Hi'i'onil  journey  to 
Kii);litiiil,  for  the  |iiir|><»u  uf  lu'ttlin);  noiiu'  alliiim  liutweon 
ItiHli'Hir  O'Coiior  nml  tlio  Kntt'iih  iiionurcli.  On  ihii  oci-aiiioii 
lliinry  ncti'il  thii  jiiirt  of  ■  cruul  uiid  uniliii|;uiiit'(l  tyruiit;   hu 


not  onlv  n-funi'il  to  roiiie  n|Kiii  nny  teriim  of  uci'iniiiiioiljiiion, 
but  litiil  uvdii  uivvn  onlura  that  l>auri'iii'v  xhoulil  nut  Ih>  iiHowimI 
to  return  to  Iruhiiid.  Thus  deprived  of  litierty,  the  miint 
rvlirvil  to  the  nioiiHntery  of  Abingdon,  where  he  continued  to 
ru>ido  for  thri'e  weekn.  In  thu  iiieaiitiiiie  Henry  went  over  In 
Nornmnilv,  while  Liiureneu  wni  mill  iinxioui  tu  eli'uct  »  recon- 
cilinlion  hetwecn  him  iiiid  Itoduric  O'Omor.  Tlie  aainl, 
■ecoriiingly,  jiet  out  for  Krnnre,  hut  when  lie  hud  reacheil  tho 
frontiem  of  Norniundyt  he  wiia  seized  nilli  ii  fever,  and  wuii 
ohliKi'd  to  tiike  ii|>  hin  iihoile  in  the  iiioimiitery  uf  Auguni  {\mvr 
Kii)  belonging  to  the  ('uiioiih  lte(!ular  of  St  Victor*  Koru- 
iieeiM|;  that  liiii  end  \vt\»  iiii|j|i>:u'liiii);,  he  inuile  hi*  confeaiion 
and  received  the  holy  Viutieiiin  llitving  been  uiliiioiii'<hed  by 
tunie  of  tliu  iirethreii  to  iiink»  n  will,  he  iiiiawered :  "  (ioil  knowa 
that  I  have  nut,  nl  present,  ita  ninoli  money  aa  one  jH'uny  under 
thu  ann."  The  holy  exile  reflected  « ith  sorrow  on  thu  eahiini- 
tiea  uf  Ilia  native  ccnintry;  nml  ahortly  before  hia  death,  bu 
l.imenluil  ita  and  ami  fallen  slate,  anyiii);  in  the  Iriah  langmige: 
"Ah!  fooliah  anil  aeiiBeleaa  iieople !  what  are  you  now  to  ilo? 
who  will  ulluviate  your  niialorliini'HV  who  will  relieve  yon?" 
Soon  after  he  expired,  on  the  14th  of  November,  ad.  1180,  and 
waa  inteired  in  thu  church  of  Aiigum;  thu  fuiiurul  obauiiuics 
having  lieen  atlciidetl  by  great  numbers,  among  whom  waa 
tho  IHipe'a  legate,  Carilinal  Alexiua  St.  Lniireiicu  was  canonized 
liy  tlonoriiia  III,  in  the  year  t:.'2i!.  >Somu  of  hia  reliiiue.a 
were  aeiit  to  Christ  (Church,  Dublin,  and  some  tu  various  places 
In  Krance.t 

Mabiam  O'Oormax,  the  celebrated  hagiulngist,  flourished 
alxiut  the  middle  of  tho  twelfth  century.  Marian  waa  a  Canon 
Uegnlar  uf  8t.  Auguatin,  and  in  1172  was  coiiatitutud  prior  of 

*  Vita  S.  Liureut-  iih*)'.  <ii.  t  Vita  X.  Lsiinnt. ;  Hm-iileii. 
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till'  ri'li'lirnliMl  entnlilUlinK'nt  of  Knock,  nmr  Loutli.  lie  lim 
nritliHi  in  Iriili  vi'rati  ii  nmrtvrdlnKyiC-niniiriiinK  notnnly  Iriili 
ruiinta,  l<iil  Rim  tliime  »f  nther  countrio*  Tliii  wnrk  hu  b«en 
gn-utly  ailniircd,  liotli  for  iU  acciiriicjr  and  the  flfftonrc  of  iti 
ilictinn;  *  K*'**'  |>i>rli«n  of  it,  lidwcvpr,  linx  lieen  extrnclml 
from  the  Rnrit'nt  inurlvroloifv  uniiiilly  I'olloil  ihnt  of  AonKua. 
Thom  RpiMwni  it  divcrnity  of  opinion  with  renjwt  to  lliii  date 
of  its  iiuhlioation,  (7olKiin,  after  (iiiiiHinK  wmio  handiMinin  en- 
coniitiniii  on  thin  ninrtyrolo){y,  is  of  niiinion  thiit  it  hud  lieen 
i!<ini[ioiu-il  during'  ihu/ininimbcncv  of  (ioliMiiiii,  archhiahnp  of 
ArniiiKh,  in  IIII7;  Ware  niurkn  !ta  pulilirnllnn  at  1171:  it  ii 
pviilent,  however,  from  the  niiinua  of  I'lTluin  Mint*  inserted 
therein,  that  it  must  liave  lii'en  puhlishod  some  time  after  the 
vear  1174.  Marian  conlinned  at  the  priory  of  Knock,  which 
)iu  HdoriK'd  hy  his  virtues  as  well  as  his  learning.  Iltrdicd 
AD.  IIHI.' 

CowntN.  n  Ciiiterrian  and  nlilHit  of  lni>laiinan);h  (Snrinm) 
Hnnrishud  in  1140.  This  eminent  niiin  became,  in  the  twelfth 
ccntnry.  the  reviver  of  monastic  discipline  in  the  south,  and 
lor  his  Kmrnin);  and  fxalti^i  virtues,  obtained  a  very  hiuli  rank 
union;!  his  cnntempomrieH.  The  opini(jn  which  St.  lU-rnard 
hail  entertained  of  ( 'onion's  talents  ami  ncquirements,  was  very 
^'reat,  and  with  his  assistiince,  in  collcitinfi  materials,  that  h<dy 
nriter  had  been  enabhul  to  compile  his  comprehensive  and 
mncli-esleemeil  li'e  of  St.  Malachy.  Anion;;  other  matters,  81. 
iU>rimrd,  in  the  preface  to  that  work,  oliservcs:  "  In  compliance 
with  your  commands,  mv  reverend  brother  and  sweet  friend, 
abbot  Cun;;an,  and  in  obeiliciice  to  the  wishes  of  the  whole 
('hnrch  of  Ireland,  remiestiiiK,  na  appears  from  your  letter,  a 
plain  history  without  tiio  emiiellishinents  of  elo()uence,  I  will 
iiiiderlake  it,  onil  endenvonr  to  be  clear  and  inntructive,  yet  not 
tedious.  I  am  satisfied  lis  to  the  truth  of  the  narrative,  having 
received  my  information  from  you,  whom  I  cannot  susihtI  to 
relate  anything  of  which  you  had  not  certain  knowleilge." 
Hence  it  appears  that  ibu  materials  for  the  work  had  been 
himislied  hy  Con^fan,  and  consequently  the  scandalous  abuaea 
nlluded  to  by  St.  liernard,  must  have  been  those  which 
I'Cuired  in  particular  districts  of  Ulster;  the  congregations  in 
llni  siMilli,  and  especially  in  Congan's  locality,  having  been  at 
il  .It  m-riod  both  orderly  and  eilifying.  Congaii  lias  also  pub- 
li-licd  tlie  Acts  of  St.  Iternard,  and  several  epistles  addressed 
ti>  that  Miint  t     He  died  about  the  year  1 102. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  historical  events  of  the 

•  Aji  88.  II.  737  t  Wsre's  Writers. 
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twvirth  r«ntiiry  witliniil  awMkoiiiiiK,  •!  lout,  «ini«  nf  tliciM 
•vniiMlliiua  wliicli  nur  i'<iiiiii|i>ii  iiatiiru  Iwn  M'tlKnl  fur  rupuM  in 
IliD  huinnti  litfurt.  Cuiujilcriiix  tliv  iiuiiiliur  ufuMiiiicn'  |ir«latM 
lijr  wliuiii  tlio  Iriili  Cliiirch  Imd  Ihhui  llirii  ({"vvriiuit.  inil  tint 
many  iiatioiinl  ■yiiuilK  wliicli  had  Im'vii  livlil  uveii  ilnwii  to  tliu 
couniil  nf  Ki'lU  in  I  Hi,  it  amy  with  itrml  truth  l>«  nalil,  lii»t 
in  th«  Ohriiitiun  worlil  it  wiiulil,  at  that  |H'riu<l,  Ihi  dilHunlt  to 
lin<l  »ny  unu  naliunal  ('hurch,  in  wliii'h  mnrulity  and  diHi-iiilinu 
had  liwin  uiuru  imihiunly  incuh'ali'd  than  in  the  (Church  iif 
Irtiland.  At  thv  very  i>)vnint(  ol  iho  ('I'nturv.  wu  lind  u  U't^ate 
a|MMti>lic  in  Iritland;  and  tlii>  iui|»irluiit  iiliti'e  had  bwn  i'»ii- 
H'IimJ,  not  to  II  fiiruifrn  (>ci'U'>iiiitti(',  hut  to  a  native  |irvhitu, 
(iillvbvrt,  hiiiholi  of  l.imvrick  In  Ihia  coinuiiaaion  (Jiljohvrt 
wai  auucevdi'il  liy  St.  Malutdiy,  anil  hy  ihv  Ivarnnl  (>'hrialian, 
l)iahu|i  of  Ijninoiu;  and  ao  high  did  the  clmnicti'r  uf  tho 
Church  of  Iri'lund  runic  at  thia  tiniu,  that  ihu  nuinlwr  of  thu 
archii'|iia4'o|>al  avca  was  incri'vavd,  and  ('urdinal  I'aiwro  ia 
dmiHitchud  hy  |hi|iu  Kuui'nt*  III.  with  four  ludliuina,  which  in 
thv  nntioiiul  council  of  Kulla,  liu  diiitriliuteil  to  tliu  four  arch- 
liiaho|ia  of  Irelaml.  Htrangc,  howcvur,  and  indovd  alinoat 
inorcdihlc  ia  tliu  fact,  that  thu  (Church,  au  liiKhly  honuuri'tl,  au 
|ir«-uniiii(<ntly  aiipjiortod,  waa  in  a  fuw  ycaia  after,  to){otlii-r 
with  tliu  whole  IriKh  nation,  surrandurud  into  the  Imnda  of  a 


atraiwcr.  It  in  niurcowr  rcuiarkahlc,  that  at  thia  vary  poriiHl 
thu  Oiiirch  of  Irdaiiil  had  liecii  (^'uvuriic-d  hy  prvlatca  of  no 
urdinary  character:  hv  liulaaina,  it*  |iriiiiale;  liy  8l.  Lniirciicu 
OTuolu;  Chrinlian,  biahop  of  l.iKinuru  and  Ivgatc  a|j<iatolic; 
Catholicus,  of  Tiiain;  men  wIiimu  au|Kiriora  in  piety  and  Ivani- 
iiig  it  would  bv  dilticiilt  to  lind  in  any  other  national  (;liurch 
ut  thia  agu.  It  ia  stdf-evident,  that  Alexander  III.  must  havu 
been  ^r<»Haly  inipoaud  u\ntn  by  the  eneiiiiea  of  Ireland;  ut  all 
uventH,  Henry  II  liiol  Hcurcely  received  thu  bull  an<l  thu  brief 
into  Ilia  iMiaseaaioii,  when  hu  lie);iiii  to  exhibit  aplundid  ]>ruufa 
of  Ilia  aiiiMirior  (|Uuliticuli(ina  a«  a  Church. relornier,  hy  eiicToaeh- 
iiiH  on  tliu  eccluiiiaHticul  pruJK'rty  of  England,  and  by  being, 
ut  lenutli,  iuipllcuted  in  the  ccld-LloiHleil  murder  of  St.  i'homaa 
(a  Uuckot),  archliiahop  of  Caiiturhnry. 

The  rcuulatiuna  orduiiied  in  the  nyiioil  of  Caahel,  amount- 
ing to  eiglil,  have  hccn  already  iioliced;  hut  in  vain  do  «ve 
look  among  them  for  any  one  ninglu  decree,  or  even  an  ox- 
presaion,  iiidicutiiig  tliut  tho  Iriali  Church  had  been  then  con- 
sidered by  thepitiiatea  assembled,  to  bo  either  in  a  rude  or  a 
diaordered  atalu.  Aiiionj;  these  decrees,  however,  tho  third, 
fourth  anil  tiflh  are  uoiihy  of  notice;  they  8<<rve  to  mark  out 
in   the   clearest    light,  the   ingenious    artful    |>oliuy   of    the 
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Kn^lUli  iiioniircli.  Ilunry'a  ftniiiil  aim  wni,  to  cnnuiliula  tha 
I  li-r|{y,  kiiil  liy  all  itioana  to  lirinu  tliem  iivvr  to  liin  int«rc«t, 
Aci;<)riliiiKly,l<y  iIk'  fourth  •ii<l  fiill"  iU-<n'«»  of  tliu  lynoil  of 
('fulii-l,  tliu  |H>M<'t.'.i(ini<  of  tliv  (?liiircli  aru  <lei'liiri)<l  fruti  from 
li<iii|Mirnl  I'xiK'lioiiii,  iiikI  tliii  cli-rur  iiro  u\i'>ii|iiii(l  from  what 
WM  ti'rniod  A>ii'  VVhilo  ill©  tlilni  (iBcri'C,  [,y  wliicli  "  tlia 
fnitlifol  wuru  t'l  |my  liilien,"  wni  iiiimitiililu  and  forim-d  the 
rllniiu  Hot  what  iiwiwuily  for  rwiirriii)?  to  llm  ilerrcxii^ 
thu  •yiiod  of  ChkIk!},  an  niMtciiiKMiii  of  llonry't  ^^ri^ut  aolicitude 
for  (!liurcli  rufornmtion?  Wiu  he  roforiiiiiix  thu  Church 
wlivii  liu  liiiiiUlo'd  Hi.  I^iirvnt'o  OTooln  from  hl>  diocuw  and 
hill  coiiiilry ?  Wa*  hu ruroriiiinij;  tlm  (^hiirili  wlioii  liu  allowed 
l>e  Cuiirei-y,  KitZ'Slv|>li«n,  and  otiien,  to  |>oMut(j  and  |iluiidur 
tli«  aanrtiiario*  of  Iruland,  from  one  i^xlrvinity  of  the  country 
to  tliv  other?  Thvoe  ar»  fucla,  and  tliiiy  nilfjht,  dici  npiicH 
|>ernilt,  lie  HU|i|iurti'd  hy  niinilterlew  others,  iluilueed  aa  well 
from  the  ocvlenliuticul  aa  the  civil  hittory  of  those  inelaneholy 
tiiitea. 

It  lian  lieen  aanurted  by  soino  writers,  that  Ireland  had  lieeii 
liroiifflit  under  iiilijectlim  to  England  liy  ni(>ana  of  the  hull 
uf  Adrian  iV.,  and  hy  the  influence  of  the  iirelalcB  auenilile<l 
at  ('imhel.  Tliia,  however,  ia  an  urroneoua  o|iinion;  fur,  aa 
wo  have  leen,  MacOarthy  of  Demnond,  and  O'ltrian  of 
ThoMiond,  did  nurrender  and  deliver  up  the  koy«  of  their  r«- 
a|)ectivo  cii|iitala,  Coik  and  Limerick,  to  Henry  I[.,,ahortlr 
after  liU  laiidinu ;  while  their  e.xain|ilo  waa  imuiediatbly  fol- 
lowed hy  Kitx-riitriek,  O'Unarc,  and  other  iwtly  princea. 
The  fact  is,  nuilher  the  hull  of  Adrian  nor  the  nrief  of  Alex- 
ander Haa  reuii  or  iiroduced  at  the  council  of  Caahel,  allliou(;h 
Henry  had  both  these  documunta  in  his  imsaession  fur  years 
previously.  That  prince  hail  too  much  [Mjlicy  to  do  an  act  <if 
auch  imprudence.  Tho  whole  tenor  of  tlioni,  and  even  the 
very  expressions  oinploycil,  narticiilnrly  in  thu  brief,  would 
have  only  served  to  irritate  the  feelinj;*  of  both  the  preliltps 
and  tho  other  ecclesiastics  who  had  utteiidcd  that  synod.  The 
Biihjeclioii  of  Ireland,  therefore,  cannot  be  attributed  to  these 
ilocuinenls,  nor  to  the  intluencu  of  the  clerpy.  The  real  cause, 
the  self-evident  and  only  cause  of  this  event,  wiui  the  jealousy 
and  the  consequent  dissensiona  wliicli,  at  that  time,  subsisted 
between  the  lirinccs  of  Ireland  themselves.  Henry  undertimk 
"  to  reform  tliu  rude  ami  disordered  Church,"  but  his  vassals, 
Rtroiigbow,  De  Courcey,  and  the  other  invaden,  found  out  a 
way  of  their  own  for  reforming  "  the  barbarous-  |ieople  of 
Ireland,"  by  robbing  tlioin  of  their  property,  by  dcfihiij;  their 
houses,  profaning  their  aaiictuaries,  nnd  covering  tlie  whole 
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riicit  of  Iha  cniintry  wilh  IiIimhI.  TIicm  mill  limilir  topin, 
hiiWDver,  uiniu  iiioni  iiiiinvilliiloly  within  ll>a  •i:n|iu  iif  civil 
liiiUiry.  Tliu  Churt'li  of  Iruluml  Iwa  liatl  ilno  lior  ihara  in 
th«w  (iinorinKt,  ami  liua  |Mmuil  tliruUKli  an  ordoal  of  triala 
and  purw'i'utiuiu,  nucli  aa  cannot  bu  fuunil  in  lliu  aiinaU  of  any 
other  nation.  'Iht-ae  anil  other  ecrlfaiutical  event*,  tha 
hiaUiry  <>f  lubaequant  centuriua  ihall  cli'urly  aiid  faithfully 
eluciilatu. 


J    a 
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CHAPTER  I. 

EventM  ominectod  with  tb«  admtniRtrmtion  of  Arcbbiihop  Comin— Foiindatioii 
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Koi-Ioujutici—Mcnry  l>e  l^undreit,  archbiahiin  itl  Dulilin  ami  lord  jiutio* 
of  Irclanil— Union  of  the  wn\  I>ul>Iin  andfilendalocb—  (^^tUpgiate  Chnrch 
of  Mt.  Tatrick  rrrotnl  into  a  Cathwlral— Uanoful  otTeota  of  the  Tith* 
8yat«m~- IJaviil.  hiiiho|i  of  Wat»'rfor«l,  alain—  Contention  between  the  Deaa 
and  Chapter  of  9|^  Patrick's  ami  tho  Prior  and  (.^anonn  of  Christ  Chunh — 
Htenhen  l>«  Fnlbuni,  binho|»  of  Waterfonl  and  lonl  justice  of  Ireland — 
Knileavonra  to  obtain  the  lienclit  nf  the  Kn^liih  l<aws  for  the  Irish  Nation 
-^Coutrilmtiona  raifteil  by  ue  Irish  ChunJi  during  the  -,i.jntilloates  of 
Innocent  til.  and  (Jregory  f" 


..n....|.    ...      .. 

le  lienclit  nf 
byjUie  Iri 


JoHM  CoMiH  was  the  iint  Englithman  who  had  been  promoted 
to  nn  episcopal  see  in  Ireland.  When  the  government  of 
the  archicpiscopal  diocese  of  Dublin  had,  by  nie.'ns  of  Henry 
II.,  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  this  prelate,  them  were  rea- 
sonable grounds  for  presuming  (hat  the  rights  of  that  see 
*  would  have  been  respected,  and  its  temporalities  secured  from 
the  rapacity  of  thote  who  had  already  maArtkmselves  no- 
torious among  the  now  domineering  EnJ[Ph  adventurers. 
These  ex|>cctation8  were,  however,  far  ima  being  realized. 
Scarcely  find  Hamo  Do  Valoniis  been  appointed  justiciary  of 
Ireland,  when  the  work  of  plun4er  commpiced.*  This  needy 
and  insatiable  governor  had,  in  the  very  outset  of  his  adminis- 
tration, cast  a  longing  eye  on  the  rich  ecclesiastical  property 
attached  to  the  see  of  Dublin.  In  defiance  of  religion  and  of 
all  law,  the  governor  Hamo  seized  upon  considerable  portions 
of  land  lying  in  the  direction  of  Swords  and  Fiiiglass,  assign- 
ing no  other  reason  than  his  own  supremo  will,  and  that  the 
embarrassed  state  to  which  the  English  govcmiuent  was  then 
reduced,  had  rendered  such  a  step  indisjicnsabie.  Against  this 
injustice  archbishop  Comin  remonstrated,  but  without  effect; 
one  act  of  oppression  was  followed  by  another,  until  the  arch- 
bishop was  at  length  obliged  to  have  the  vestments,  chalices, 
and  sacred  furniture  removed  from  the  cathedral,  and  caused 

*  Hoveden,  p.  39  \  Timil,  vol  ii.  p.  609. 
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the  crucifizM  in  the  church  to  be  covered  with  thorns,  and 
laid  prottrata  in  the  nnctuary  .*  The  justiciary,  however,  was 
not  to  bo  controlled  in  his  sacrilrgious  career ;  while  the  arch- 
bishop, after  having  publicly  excommunicated  Hamo,  and  all 
thosu  who  had  alonff  with  him  been  concerned  in  the  plunder 
of  the  church,  put  tna  whole  diocese  under  an  interdict,  and 
repaired  to  England  for  the  purpose  of  laying  his  complaints 
before  the  king.  In  such  a  court  the  influence  of  the 
governor  was  sure  to  be  successful,  and  the  archbishop,  after 
a  delay  of  some  months,  returned  to  Irehtnd  without  obtaining 
redress. 

While  these  acts  of  oppression,  thus  suffered  with  im- 
punity, had  served  only  to  give  a  keener  edge  to  the  avarice 
of  Hiuno  l)e  Valoniis,  a  new  opportunity  of  adding  to  his 
wealth  presented  itself  soon  after  in  another  quarter.  The 
see  of  Leighlin  having  become  vacant,  the  chapter  elected 
John,  a  Cistercian  monk,  and  abbot  of  the  monastery  of 
Monastcrevan,  which  election  was  confirmed  by  Matthew 
O'Heney,  archbishop  of  Casbel,  and  at  that  time  legate  apos- 
tolic for  Ireland.  The  justiciary,  however,  interuired,  and 
opposed  the  consecration  of  John;  in  the  meantime  taking 
into  ids  own  possession  not  only  the  temporalities  of  the 
church  of  Leighlin,  but  even  the  property  of  the  canons 
themselves.  In  this  violent  state  ot  ufikirs,  John  was  recom- 
mended by  the  legate  to  proceed  without  delay  to  Rome,  and 
submit  to  pope  Innocent  III.  a  full  and  fair  report  of  these 
unwarrantable  proceedings.  John  accordingly  set  out  from 
IreUnd,  having  lieen  furnished  with  letters  from  the  chapter, 
from  the  arcbbishops  of  Armagh  and  Cashel,  and  from  the 
bishops  of  Kildarc,  Ferns,  and  Ossory.  His  reception  in  Rome 
was  most  flattering.  The  pope  himself  consecrated  him 
bishop  of  lAiigtilin,  and  on  bis  departure  gave  him  a  letter, 
directed  to  the  chapter,  clergy,  and  people  of  that  diocese, 
in  which  he  tells  them,  that  having  ordained  John  their 
bishop,  he  now  sends  him  back  to  his  see  and  orders  them  to 
obey  Iiini.  The  repeated  acts  of  sacrilege  and  plunder  which 
have  been  already  stated,  drew  from  Innocent  III.  a,  strong 
and  a  severe  letter,  addressed  on  tliis  occasion  to  John  of 
England.  In  this  letter  his  holiness  remonstrates,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  firmness  and  reproof,  on  the  outrageous  conduct  of 
the  justiciary,  and  requires  tliat  the  property  taken  from  tlie 
church  and  canons  of  Leighlin  should  be  instantly  restored.f 
Uamo    De   Valoniis  was  soon  after    recalled,   having    first 

*  Horodai  i  W*n>  Aonsli,  p.  36.  t  E|<Ht.  361.    Edid.  Bslliisiiii. 
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enriched  liimself  by  tho  plunder  and  ruin  of  private  families, 
but  mucli  mora  by  his  nniioard-of  and  rejHiatud  invasions  ou 
the  property  of  the  Church. 

Nothing  can  so  clearly  depict  the  spirit  of  tho  adventurers, 
at  this  period,  as  the  easer  avidity  with  which  they  had 
endeavoured  to  get  themselves  promoted  to  the  most  amply- 
endowed  sees,  according  as  any  of  them  should  happen  to 
bi'come  vacant.  Ufion  the  death  of  Thomas  O'Conor,  arch- 
biahup  of  Armagh,  in  1201,  no  less  than  three  Englishmen 
appeared  as  candidates;  every  one  of  whom  pretended  to 
have  been  duly  elected.  Simon  Kochford,  bishop  of  Meath, 
and  Ralph  le  Petit,  archdeacon  of  tho  same  diocese,  main- 
tained that  they  had  been  canonically  el>>cted  by  the  chapter; 
while  the  third  candidate,  Humphry  De  Tichnll,  rested  his 
claim  on  the  appointinunt  and  sanction  of  king  John.  During 
this  contest,  which  hud  been  conducted  with  much  warmth, 
they  appeared  to  have  set  little  value  on  the  huinkle  preten- 
sions of  Eugene,  an  Irish  ecclesiastic,  and  who  wtis,  in  reality, 
the  person  regularly  and  validly  elected.  There  being  but 
little  chance  of  having  the  controversy  satisfactorily  settled 
at  home,  and  particularly  as  the  king  himself  had  so  promi- 
nently interfered  in  the  business,  the  whole  proceedings  were, 
of  course,  referred  to  the  Holy  See.  This  hitherto  apparently 
difficult  and  contested  case,  having  been  now  submitted  to 
un  unprejudiced  tribunal,  was  almost  instantly  decided,  and 
Eugene  was  declared  by  pope  Innocent  III.  to  be  the  person 
canonically  elected.  He  was  accordingly  consecrated  arch- 
bishop of  Armagh,  while  directions  were  given  to  have  tlie 
iiosscssion  of  the  temporalities  forthwith  placed  in  his  hands. 
X'liis  decision  tended  only  to  irritate  still  more  the  naturally 
violent  disposition  of  the  English  monarch,  and  in  a  moment 
of  excitement,  he  causes  letters  patent  to  be  addressed  to  all 
the  sulTragan  bishops  of  Armagli,  commanding  them,  under 
|iain  of  his  displeasure,  to  show  no  kind  of  obedience  to  the 
newly-consecrated  metropolitan.*  Nor  was  John's  anger  in 
the  least  abated  on  the  death  of  Ticliull,  his  favourite  candi- 
date, an  event  which  took  place  soon  after;  he  still  persisted 
in  his  op|iosition  to  the  primate,  and  proceeded  so  far  as  to 
confirm  the  election  of  Italph,  archdeacon  of  Meath.  These 
unwarrantable  proceedings,  in  which  all  order  and  discipline 
hud  been  set  at  defiance,  must  liave  led  to  the  worst  conse- 
quences, had  not  the  king  been  obliged  to  embark  for  France, 
where  his  dominions  were  invaded,  and  his  sovereignty  in  that 

*  I'ryn.  vol.  ii.  i>.  240. 
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country  reduced  liy  his  rival  Pliili|)  to  tlic  very  brink  of  ruin. 
Wliilo  Jolm  hail  been  in  this  humbled  state,  a  reconciliation  was 
happily  eflecteil  between  him  and  tlie  priniato  Eugene,  and 
the  see  of  /\rniaeh  was  once  uiorc  |>ermUted  to  enjoy  some 
share  of  repose.  Eugene  continued  to  govern  the  primatial 
see  until  his  death  in  121U  He  died  at  Home,  the  year  after 
the  termination  of  the  fourth  council  of  Lutcran,  at  which  he 
nttenilud ;  but  his  memory  has  Iwen  honourably  recorded  in 
tho  annals  of  St.  Alary's  Abl>cy,  near  Dublin,  in  which,  agrce- 
iibly  to  the  concise  language  of  the  annalist,  he  is  styjea  '*  a 
man  of  singular  honesty  and  of  a  holy  life." 

Althougli  these  English  ecclesiastics,  who  had  thus  early 
aspired  to  the  primacy  of  Armagh,  had,  on  this  occasion,  met . 
with  disapiwintment,  the  same  nmst  not  be  said  with  reference 
to  other  sees.  The  reader  may  form  some  idea  of  the  readi- 
ness with  which  they  had  been  patronized  from  the  fact,  that 
scarcely  had  the  Krst  live  years  of  this  century  giasscd  over, 
when  tliere  up|)ear8  not  less  than  eight  of  the  ancient  and  uiost 
resgwctable  sees  of  Ireland  placed  under  the  administration  of 
English  preiates.  Following  the  order  of  chronology  assigned 
to  each  respective  consecration,  these  sees  are :  Dublin,  Connor, 
Meath,  Ossory,  Lcighlin,  Down,  VVaterford,  and  Cork.*  Nor 
must  it  bo  forgotten,  that  even  in  the  very  opening  of  this 
century,  the  prmrs  and  nbbotsof  almost  all  the  great  monasteries  » 
throughout  tlie  kingdom  were  unexceptionuhly  Englishmen. 

It  is,  however,  but  just  and  proper  to  admit,  that  many  of 
the  prelates  already  alluded  to  had  been  learned  and  worthy 
men,  and  by  their  zeal  and  activity  contributed  much  tu 
advance  the  interest  of  religion  in  their  respective  sees. 
Among  these  prelates,  may,  with  gi'eat  propriety,  be  noticed 
the  bishop  of  Meath,  Simon  Rochtbrd  (Do  ru|)e  forti),  who 
had  been  advanced  to  that  see  (then  termed  Clonard)  anil 
consecrated  in  1194.  Simon  Kochford,  soon  after  his  pro- 
motion, foiimled  a  priory  of  regular  canons  of  the  order  of  St. 
Aiigustin,  at  Newtown,  near  Trim,  and  erected  the  church  of 
this  priory  into  a  -cathedral,  which  he  dedicated  in  honour  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paulf  He  then  removed  the  see  from  Clonard, 
in  which  the  former'catheilral  stood,  to  Newtown;  oAd  from 
that  |>eriod,  this  ancient  and  extensive  diocese  was  invariably 
known  by  the  name  of  the  diocese  of  Meath. 

*  The  tuunpl  of  tlin  proUtes  ci>iiiecrat«(t  for  tfao  above  aeofl  are :  John  Cuiiin. 
cnnflccrate,!  mrohhiithott  of  t)ul)liii.  1182.  KrgiiuUd,  conMunted  for  Connor, 
IIM.  .Sunoii  Umlifoltl,  for  Mesth.  1194,  Mugh  Kufiw,  for  Owory,  12U2. 
Ilcrlewin.  for  Lokliliu,  1 102.  Italph.  tor  Down,  1202.  Duviil  for  Watcrfonl, 
lan.  mill  Kcynalil,  for  Cirk,  12(«.— Ware,  Uithoi*  ;  Wilkinj,  vol.  ii. 

t  Wan  Uialw|>^  at  Meath. 
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Hush  Kufua,  who  wa>  coiuecratad  biahop  of  Ossory  in 
1202,  iiu  been  mentioned  with  great  re8|)cct  by  all  the  Irish 
annaliits.  Ho  wa<  an  English  Augustiniaii  canon,  and  the  lirat 
prior  of  the  abbey  of  KelU,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny. 
During  the  incuiuboncy  of  this  prelate,  which  includes  a 
period  of  sixteen  years,  several  parochial  churches  had  been 
erected  throughout  the  diocese  of  Ossory:  among  these  it  may 
be  proper  to  notice  the  parish  churcnes  of  Gowran,  Kath- 
downey,  Castlecomer,  Callan,  Hurnchurch,  Uunmore,  and 
Lisdownev.*  By  means  of  this  decidedly  useful  prolate,  were 
likewise  foundeil  the  priory  of  canons  regular  at  Inisteague, 
and  the  beautiful  abbe^  of  St.  John,  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny. 

Uerlewin,  an  English  Cistercian,  and  bishop  of  Leighlin, 
had  also  been  a  distinguished  promoter  of  learning  and 
religion.  He  was  a  great  benefactor  to  the  celebrated  abbey 
of  Dunbrothy,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  a  considerable  part 
of  which  he  bujit,  having  first  endowed  it  with  large  revenues 
for  the  poor,  and  in  the  church  of  which  he  was  interred,  a.d. 
1216. 

But  the  most  efficient  and  eminent  prelate  in  those  times  was 
John  Comin,  archbishop  of  Dublin.  Notwithstanding  the 
infamous  conduct  of  the  justiciary  Hamo,  and  the  annoyance 
to  which  this  good  prelate  must  have  been  for  so  long  a  time 
subjected,  his  exertions  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the 
citizens  of  Dublin,  as  well  as  the  interest  of  his  see,  continned 
unabated.  At  length,  however,  Hamo  de  Valoniis  was  recalled, 
and  in  compensation  for  the  injuries  he  had  done  to  the  see  of 
Dublin,  he  made  a  grant  of  twenty  plough-lands  to  the  arch- 
bishop and  to  his  successors  f 

Besides  the  collegiate  church  of  St.  Patrick,  which  the  arch- 
bishop himself  had  caused  to  be  erected,}  several  new  parish 
<'liurclies  had,  about  this  time,  been  founded  in  the  city  of 
Dublin.  St.  Audoeii's  was  built  by  the  Normans  at  the  close 
of  the  reign  of  Henry  H.,  and  was  dedicated  by  them  to  St. 
Audoenus  (Owen),  archbishop  of  Rouen,  in  Normandy  The 
parish  church  of  St.  Werburg  seems  to  have  been  erected  at  a 
period  somewhat  later,  but,  however,  in  the  commencement  of 
the  reign  of  king  John,  and  during  the  incumbency  of  arch- 
bishop Comin.  At  that  time,  the  city  of  Dublin,  with  the 
adjacent  territory,  was  visited  by  a  dreadful  pestilence,  in 
which  vast  multitudes  of  the  inhabitants  had  been  swept  off,  so 
that  Dublin  presented  the  appearance  rather  of  a  town  in 
ruins,  and  deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  than  a  city  noted  for 

•  Chut  Ma  t  AUcn'i  KefiUt  <oL  341 ;  Cnde  milii,  MS.  (ol.  M. 

t  Se«c«nt  xiic,  ii. 
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troJo  and  the  metropolis  of  a  kingdom.  On  this  occasion  it 
was  that  the  Enslish  monarch,  John,  had  broucht  over  two 
colonies  from  Chester  and  Bristol,  and  caused  them  to  Ut 
placed  in  Dublin  and  in  some  of  the  nal);hbouring  villages. 
These  English  colonists  soon  began  to  make  improveigents  in 
the  city,  and  among  other  buildings,  had  taken  care  that  a 
new  cluircli  should  lie  erected  on  tlie  site  of  a  capella,  most 
probably  that  of  St.  Martin.  This  church  they  dedicated  to 
St.  Worburg,  virgin  and  patroness  of  the  city  of  Chester. 

In  repairing  and  beautifying  the  cathedral  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  (now  called  Christ  °<Ch arch),  archbishop  Comin  had 
spared  no  |>ains.  He  rebuilt  and  enlarged  the  choir,  and  aug- 
menteil  the  number  of  its  canons.  The  nunnery  of  Grace- 
Dien,  about  three  miles  north-west  of  Swords,  was  founded  by 
him,  in  which  he  placed  regular  canonesscs,  following  the  rule 
of  St.  Augustin.  He  died  on  the  28th  of  October,  a.d.  1212, 
aiid  was  buried  in  Christ  Church,  on  the  south  side  of  the 
choir.  Archbishop  ^min  was  a  laborious  and  a  useful  prelate,, 
and  in  the  government  of  his  diocese,  appears  to  have  been 
actuated  by  the  purest  principles  of  justice,  tempered  with 
clemency  and  a  warm  attachment  for  the  real  mtcrest  of 
Ireland.  To' the  friendly  intercourse  which  had  subsisted 
between  him  and  the  native  clergy,  ond  to  his  growing  affec- 
tion for  the  Irish  j)eople,  moy  be  traced  that  ungenerous  and 
shameless  neglect,  which  ho  experienced  at  the  hands  both  of 
Henry  II.  and  of'  his  son  John.  These  sufferings,  however, 
the  archbishop  endured  with  exemplary  fortitude,  while  by  his 
works  of  piety  and  of  national  benefit,  he  has  left  behind  him 
living  materials,  and  a  name  by  no  means  unworthy  the  suc- 
cessor of  the  great  St  Ijturcnce  O'Toole. 

At  the  close  of  the  same  vear,  Henry,  usually  styled  "  Dc 
I^oundres,"  archdeacon  of  StaJford,  was  chosen  and  consecrated 
archbishop  of  Dublin.  The  tyranny  and  repcate<I  excesses  of 
John,  king  of  England,  had  by  this  time  collected  around  him 
Buch  a  tram  of  misfortunes,  both  from  domestic  and  foreign 
opponents,  that  prudence,  if  not  necessity,  obliged  him  to 
reckon  at  least  on  one  friendly  and  confidential  adviser  in  the 
person  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin.  He  therefore  expressed 
cver^-  mark  of  sincere  satisfaction  on  the  promotion  of  the  new 
archbishop,  Henry  De  I.<oundres,  and  the  very  next  year,  on 
the  23rd  of  July,  anwinted  him  justiciary  or  lord  justice  of 
Ireland.*  That  a  Ciiristian  prelate,  engage<l  in  the  weighty 
obligations  of  his  ministry,  should  thus  permit  himself  to  bie 

•  HoveilMi  i  Ware's  Annals,  al  A.  1213.. 
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eiicumlK-red  witli  the  toil  and  difficnltie«  of  civil  authority,  is 
a  qucHtion,  the  propriety  of  which  cannot  be  eaitily  estabUHlied. 
There  in,  however,  one  Kf"""''  of  justification  in  the  case  of 
Henry,  archbisliop  of  Uublin.  AInioitt  every  man  who  had,  up 
to  tliin  |>oriod,becn  entruated  with  the  f^overnment  »f  Ireland, 
seeinit  to  have  lo»t  siffht  of  all  those  qiialitie!)  which  form  so 
essential  an  inf;rcdient  in  tlio  virtues  of  justice  and  huninnity ; 
each  endeavoured  to  outstrip  his  predecessor  in  acts  of  the 
most  wanton  opprcsHion.  'laking  then  these  cireumsbuices, 
with  others  arising  f  roin  the  character  of  the  king  himself,  into 
account,  the  acceptance  of  such  an  ofHcu  niij,'ht,  perhaps,  appear 
even  a^jreeable,  if  not  to  the  wishes  of  the  archbishop,  at  feast 
to  tfioso  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  over  whom  he  hail  been 
authorized  to  administer  justice.  At  all  events,  Henry  had  but 
little  time  and  few  opportunities  allowed  him  for  the  exercise 
of  the  power  with  which  he  had  been  invested,  when  sum- 
monses were  issued  by  Innocent  III.  to  the  prelates  of  the 
Christian  \|i)rld,  requiring  their  attendance  at  the  general 
council,  which  was  to  have  been  held  on  the  foUowini;  year, 
121j,  in  the  church  of  St.  John  Latcran  in  liomc,  and  gene- 
rally known  by  the  name  of  the  Fourth  Lateran  Council.  On 
the  part  of  the  Irish  Church,  there  attended  at  this  council : 
tlte  primate,  Eugene;  Henry,  archbishop  of  Dublin;  Donutus 
O'Lonergan,  archbishop  of  Cashel,  and  Coruelius  O'Ueney, 
bishop  of  Killaloe.* 

On  the  following  year,  Henry  received  from  pope  Innocent 
a  confirmatiun  of  the  bull  of  Julius  III.,  regurdmg  ^le  pri- 
niatial  rights,  which  had  been  already  granted  tu  his  prcile- 
cessor,  John  Coniin.  This  bull,  together  with  its  amplilicatlon 
by  llonorius  III ,  contained,  among  other  mutters,  the  follow- 
ing remarkable  clunset: — "Prohibiting,  moreover,  any  arcli- 
bisliop  or  other  prelate  of  Ireland  (except  the  sulh-.igans  of 
Dubhn  and  the  pope's  legate)  from  having  the  cross  carried 
before  them,  holding  ubseniblies  (those  of  the  religious  orders 
excepted)  or  treating  of  ecclesiastical  causes  in  the  |irovinceof 
Dublin,  without  the  consent  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin." 
Such  was  the  privilege  contained  in  the  bull  of  llonorius  III., 
the  interesting  conse(|ueiiccs  of  which,  shall  be  fully  illustrated 
by  the  ecclesiastical  events  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

The  government  of  the  country  had    been   placed  in  tho 

hands  of  tho  archbishop  for  about  six  years,  during  which 

time  he  considerably  improved  the  city  of  Uublin,  and  among 

other  buildings,  liad  caused  the  castle  of  that  metropolis  to  bu 

,/■   ■ 

•  Wiire,  Ui»lioi>..  t  Lib.  N'igir,  tol.  12a. 
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orocted  nt  liis  own  cost.  He  removed  the  priory  of  Inis- 
Patrick,  founded  Ity  Sitric,  to  Ilolin-l*utrickf  in  the  unrony  of 
Ittilrmldcry,  fourteen  miles  north  uf  Dublin,  huviiii;  at  the 
same  time,  augmented  the  revenues  of  the  nunnery  of  Cirace- 
Dieu. 

The  nnion  of  the  see  of  Glendaloeh  with  that  of  Duhlin  may 
be  said  to  have  hem  elfectett  during  the  incumbency  of  Henry 
lioundrcs,  although  that  union  had  been  cotitemnhtted,  and,  in 
fact,  determined  nprm  in  the  council  of  Kells,  lield  under 
Cardinal  I 'a  {mm  in  \2h2.*  It  was  observed  in  that  council 
that  the  diocese  of  Dublin,  which  had  then  been  nuscd  to  the 
rank  of  an  archiepiHconal  8oo,  had  1>oon  altogether  too  limited. 
Its  bimnils  towards  the  north  and  in  the  western  direction 
were  allowed  to  be  considerably  fair,  while  towards  the  south 
it  extended  no  farther  than  the  walls  of  the  city.  On  tho 
otlier  hand,  the   ancient  diocese  of  Glendaloeh,  comprising 

*  I  Ain  rratly  to  julmit  that  thia  iininn  of  the  Roea  of  Dublin  and  Olendalooh 
hmiM  A  very  uouiplicatt^l  anil  ilifficult  [lortioii  of  ttiu  ccclcniojitioal  )ii)it<>ry  of 
(Hir  couutry-  It  u  aIIowihI  Ity  all  our  annali'itii.  thnt  the  ntiion  hati  Im^u  nlTeo- 
timily  eaUnli^hLtl  in  1214,  iiiiilnr  thv  inciinilwucy  uf  Henry,  arehliinlioii  of 
hiihfiii ;  and  yi't.  Btrnnxu  l<i  iiny,  wo  tind  in  the  lifle«nth  ci'ntiiry,  no  Ima  thoit 
four  biHhi>|)ti  actiiatly  j>riitiiMt(>d  t(t  tho  mm!  of  (Jli>n<ial4>oli,  and  canonically  nxer- 
ciiintt  i'iii»(;(>i«il  fnni;tiiin«  within  that  ditKrow.  (Hee  cent*  xv.)  Th«  diHi«ulty, 
tliun,  ninuiintH  to  thin  :  how.are  wo  U*  account  for  the  n^^iihir  ajt|M(iiittni!iit  and 
caumiit'al  a<ltniiii><tmtioii  of  tht»iu  four  prt^latett,  who,  ia  the  tiftoenth  ct-iittir)', 
gnvt'miHl  thu  nt-'O  of  (H<>ndiiltK.-h.  iiftcr  tliat  wuns  B4H}  luwl  Imwm  iwnuAneiktly 
unilod  to  Dublin  two  hiuidre<l  yt'.nn  l>eforeT  My  opinion  on  this  Niibjoct  in, 
ttiat  tho  union  t'tft-ct^^l  in  l'J14  by  Henry  de  LiniudriHt  was  at  the  tinio  a  mere 
nnion  of  tbf  tfni|N>ralititMi.  and  that  (rk-iidalocb  was  allowiM],  higcther  with 
other  priviletfoo,  t^i  retain  the  title  of  an  epiHCoital  80C  ;  the  biflhnp  whereof  wan 
to  tm  a  vie.ir  or  <K>CAxioiial  aHMintaiit  to  the  an^libi^thop  of  Dublin.  Tlie  whole 
t«nor  of  the  pr<H'4H>din>{N,  even  from  the  time  of  the  coiiucil  of  Kellti,  pnivua 
lioyoiul  the  iMMMibiHty  of  dmiht,  tlut  the  c<)m[>nrative  tumi»oraliti(M  uf  tlie  two 
•ees  were  the  main  object  contemplated  by  tbiit,  iM.'rha]ia,  lUTesury  union. 
Dublin  hati  been  raiu'il  to  the  rank  of  an  arehdioeesu,  but  it  wa«  very  incon- 
Biderable,  while  iUt  reveiuiex  liocanie,  in  conaeuneiice,  projHirtionably  iiiailu- 
ouate.  Hunuc  the  eotmcd  of  KelU  i>nlained,  tliat  a  certain  itortion  of  the 
(lincette  of  (ilutitl-vloch  nhoidd  Ite  annexol  to  tho  nee  of  Dublin;  and  that, 
moro'iver.  on  the  death  of  (lihlaft.  the  exiMtiug  incumlient.  tho  two  seew  Hhnidd 
W  uuitetL  It  appciim  that  IloiioriuH  III.,  in  the  bull  which  he  delivem«l  to 
Henry  Ijoundrea,  dntcl  tho  tith  of  (K'tolwr,  12ttl,  actually  conlinuett  the 
arrnni^^'ment  which  Cardinal  Paparo  and  the  council  nf  Kellii  hiul  onlnincil ; 
and  that  Henry  1 1,  and  hin  son  John,  availing  thoniselve*  of  a  refloat  privile>(e, 
hail  olau  mtiliml  the  Haine  The  ratiticatiuu  of  Jului,  whioh  clearly  HupiK)rt«  my 
opinion,  concludcH  with  the-80  word«:— "So  that  the  nrchbitthop  of  Dublin 
Bnonld  hoM  -the  two  dioceHtw  (of  Dublin  and  (ilendali'wh)  in  bin  )ioMieHsit)u 
without  any  retervation ;  and  that  the  biahop  of  <  ilendaloch  AhouUl  l>e  chaphiiu 
or  viear  to  the  Ar<.dibi!thop  of  linblin."  This  iniion  luut,  at  length,  Imwu  amicably 
agreed  niton  during  the  adminixtration  of  Henry  lAiundres,  and  ulTected  aa 
well,  (iniDably,  by  the  civil  (xtwer  which  th«  archbiHhop  hail  theifin  biH  handa, 
M  by  the  perHounl  influence  which  he  raaintatneil  over  tlie  clergy  and  iieuplo 
of  Olendaloch. — For  tho  four  prelates  of  Olendaluch  above  iJludeu  to,  see 
cent  XV.  chap.  i.  , 
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within  itaelf  a  number  of  districts  at  that  time  poirerful  and 
comparatively  populous,  spread  itself  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  now  conrtty  of  Wickluw,  and  came  even  to  the  very  walls 
of  Dublin.  By  a  decision,  therefore,  of  the  synod  of  Kells, 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  diocese  of  Glondaloch  ^as  to 
have  been  annexed  to  the  see  of  Dublin ;  the  remainder  was 
to  bo  reserved  for  Uildas,  the  existing  incumbent,  upon  whose 
demise,  the  two  sees  were  to  have  been  permanently  united. 
This  union  did  not,  however,  take  place  until  1214,  under  the 
incumbency  of  Henry  De  Loundrcs.  During  the  time  of  St. 
I>aureiice  OToolc,  Ireland  was  in  too  distracted  a  state  for 
the  arrangement  of  an  union  of  such  importance.  John  Comin, 
who  succeeded  St.  Laurence,  had  not  been  many  years  placed 
in  the  archicpiscnpul  chair  of  Dublin  when  llenry  II.  died ; 
and  in  fact  ttio  whole  of  John's  incumbency  was  almost  one 
continued  round  of  annoyance,  either  from  the  deputy  who 
had  been  placed  over  Ireland,  or  from  the  inconstancy  and 
overbearing  spirit  of  king  John  himself.  It  appears  that  John 
had  actually  ratified  the  decision  agreed  apon  at  the  council 
of  Kells;  and  most  probabi v  it  was  upon  this  occasion  that 
archbishop  Comin  founded  the  church  of  St  Patrick,  outsiile 
the  walls  of  the  city.  It  is,  however,  certain  that  no  actual 
union  had  at  that  time  taken  place,  nor  was  it  completed 
until  the  period  which  has  been  already  speciKed. 

In  1214,  and  on  the  death  of  William  Peryn,  bishop  of 
Glendaloch,  Henry  Loundres  undertook  to  unite  that  see  with 
the  archiepisconal  one  of  Dublin,  As  soon  as  the  archbishop's 
intentions  had  been  made  known,  the  clergy  of  Qlendaloch, 
aided  by  tlie  different  powerful  septs  in  the  county  of  Wick- 
low,  strenuously  protested  against  the  measure,  and  their 
opposition,  linked  as  they  had  been  with  other  dynasts, 
assumed,  in  a  short  time,  ail  the  appearance  of  one  desperately 
united  natioiuti  struggle.  With  great  difficulty,  however,  an 
arrangement  had  been  elfucted,  and  the  two  sees  wore  united, 
yet  on  condition  that  a  cathedral  church  should  be  erected  on 
a  site  within  the  ancient  district  of  the  diocese  of  Glendaloch* 
Agreeably  to  this  arrangement,  the  collegiate  church  of  St. 
Patrick,  founded  by  arctibishop  Comin,  and  actually  situated 
within  the  ancient  diocese  of^  Glendaloch,  was  now  erected 
into  a  cathedral,  "  united  (to  use  the  words  of  archbishop 
Allen)  with  Clurist  Church  under  one  spouse,  saving  to  the 

*  Doctor  Burko,  in  hit  "Hibomui  Donuoicuui,"  has  annexed,  as  a  second 
condition,  thai  Glendaloch  ahotild  enjoy  a  resident  archdeacon.  From  what 
hafl  been  itatett  in  a  nrevioUH  note,  title  might,  aa  a  probable  coueequence,  be 
admitted.— See  Hib.  Dom..  c.  i>.  p.  I8«. 
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ullior  cliiiruli,  tliu  prc-umineiict!  <in  dimity."  lu  firHt  donn 
wan  William  Fit^Oiiy,  and  besides  vicars  choral,  tlie  arcli- 
bishup  ii))])ointud  a  <')iaiiter,  a  clianccllur  and  a  treasurer;  to 
each  of  whiim  he  assi^ncil  revenues  and  rectories.  Tlio 
cathedral  of  St.  I'utriek  had  on  this  occasion  been  enlarged 
and  considorahly  heautilied ;  and  whereas  it  stood  on  the  sito 
of  tlio  former  |iarocliiiil  church  of  .St.  Nicholas,  without  tlio 
wall.i  of  the  city,  a  new  and  splendid  capella  was  fitted  up  at 
tho  south  side  of  the  choir,  and  was  soon  after,  with  great 
solemnity,  <lcdicato<t  to  that  saint,  as  patron  of  the  ]iarish. 

The  administration  of  Henry  I)e  Loundres  seems  to  have 
been  cmljittercd  by  an  almost  continued  series  of  the  most 
disagreeable  ovcnt.i.  Among  these  the  conduct  of  king  John, 
over  whom  tho  anthbiahop  imssessed  considerable  inllucnco, 
and  the  constant  <li8putes  which  had  been  kept  up  between 
himself  atid  his  tenantry  in  the  diocese  of  Duldin,  appear  to 
have  been  tho  source  of  tlie  greatest  uneasiness.  Attached  as 
the  archbishop  Ilimry  had  l>een  to  the  |>nramount  interest  of 
England,  and  still  anxious  for  its  further  aggrandizement, 
nothing  could  more  sensibly  wound  his  feelings  than  an 
attempt  to  uiiset  or  even  to  weaken  that  spirit  of  sovereignty 
with  which  the  great  moss  of  his  countrymen  would  seem  to 
have  been  at  that  time  actuated.  It  must,  therefore,  have 
been  a  painful  ceremony  for  such  a  man  to  be  the  princigial 
witness  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  by  which  John  resigned 
the  kingilonis  of  England  and  of  Ireland  to  tho  [hijic,  an<l 
consented  to  hold  them  as  a  fief,  by  the  service  of  one  thou- 
sand niarca  to  be  paid  annually;  seven  hundred  for  England 
and  three  hundred  for  Ireland.*  When,  however,  John  did, 
on  that  occasion,  do  homage  to  Pan<lolpli  the  legate,  Henry, 
among  all  the  preliijos  who  were  present,  was  tho  only  person 
who  ventured  to  express  his  indignation,  both  at  the  terms  of 
nf  this  conlnirt,  and  at  the  degradation  to  which  his  monarch 
had  subjected  himself.  Throughout  the  whole  of  John's  mis- 
fortunes, Henry  provea  himself  a  sincere  and  steadfast  friend  j 
and  when  at  length  ho  had  attended  the  congress  of  Uunny- 
mcdc,  together  with  the  few  lords  who  still  continued  on  the 
king's  side,  his  honourable  sincerity  was  appreciated,  and  ho 
was  allowed  a  scat  iunncdiatc-ly  after  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury. 

Tho  harshness,  and  if  history  may  bo  creilitod,  the  cruel  in- 
justice with  which  Henry  had,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
acted  tonards  his  own  tenantry  in  Ireland,  can  add  but  very 

•  Math;  P«ri«,  |i.  iST;  M«Ui.  Wwtmimter,  p.  93. 
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little  crcilit  tn  his  chnrnotcr  a^rri' GiiKlinh|b((ffit. 
Hint  iJoiiB  tihie  lip  »iiiniiuui(^^Jjra'tcimiitry  nji'Micr,  iiiid  after 
li!>\ii£  received  tlieir  Iviyca  «ftd  other  il(j^iiAontH  into  liis 
liiiticl^lie  instantly,  mid  WitlWjpt  assigning  jtr^ugon,  cn»t  them 
ull  into  the  fire*  The , t^nalOfts,  most  of  wh6i^  had  been  his 
mvn  conntrvmcn,  hccnrae /C)ijrnj»cd,  and  a  violent  tumult 
ensued  in  wliieb  thejAru1uAliM>'s  life  wns  in  danger,  and  he 
wasoliliged  to  fly  frtF»ii|fctfr'*'The  result  of  these  proceedings 
proved  riither  uiirivoiiflBB  to  the  archbishop;  for  Henry  III., 
then  king  of  England,  oh'^licing  furnished  witli  the  history  of 
these  occurrences  liad  llj^nrv  l)e  |j(uiiulres  removed  from  his 
o(fici!9  of  lord  jiisticu^imj  Maurice  Kit/.(ierald  was  immediatelr 
Biibstituted  ill  his  place.  The  reniainder  of  Henry's  days 
were  devoteil  to  th&orifinary  duties  of  his  diocese  until  1228, 
when  he  died  and  was'^lniried  in  a  wooden  sepulchre,  in  the 
north  wall  of  Chyvit.  Ohurch,  ami  iiiniicdiatLdy  o])positc  the 
tninh  of  John  Coiujl]/ *' 

Even  at  this  ea'mS  Reason,  the  working  of  the  tithe-system 
l>(>g;in  to  proiluce  im  natural  effects ;  it  soon  became  the  con- 
stiiiit  an<l  Iriiitful  source  of  public  contention,  not  only  between 
the  clergy  and  [leople,  but  even  between  the  prelates  them- 
selves, Itichard  Fleming  having  been  consecrated  bishop 
of  Lei'gliliii,  in  1217,  had,  as  soon  as  ho  entered  on  the 
ailmiiiistration  of  bis  diocese,  commenced  a  suit  against  the 
prior  of  Oonal,  for  certain  tithes  belonging  to  Lcsse,  now  part 
of  the  Queen's  County.  This  claim  was,  however,  jieaceably 
adjusted,  by  the  bishop  allowing  the  possessions  and  tithes  to 
the  prior,  reserving  to  hiinscir  and  to  his  successors  a  yearly 
]>ension  of  ten  marcs,  to  he  paid  regulaHy  at  Leighlin.  Some 
years  aftei",  a  similar  case  had  been  litigated  between  Richard 
t)e  la  Corner,  bishop  of  Meatli,  and  the  abbot  of  St  Mary's, 
near  Dublin.  The  proceedings  in  this  suit  wore  coiiducteil 
with  iinbecoiiiiiig  violence.;  at  lungtli  the  ipiestion  was  referred 
to  William,  bishop  of  Leighlin,  and  other  delegates  dc])uted 
by  the  pope,  when  a  decision  was  pronounced  in  favour  of 
the  abbey,  reserving  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  annually  to  the 
bishop. 

Hut  the  disputes  which  originated  between  the  bisliops  of 
■  Watcrford  and  1,-ismore,  relative  to  church-property  and  tithes, 
had,  during  a  groat  portion  of  the  thirteenth  century,  given  rise 
to  much  angry  feeling  and  even  to  bloodshed.  David,  bishop 
of  Wateiford,  and  a  relati^'c  of  Miler  Fitz-IIenry,  lord  justice 
of  Ireland,  laid  claim  to  certain  lands  and  their  tithes,  situated 

•  lib.  Niger  fol.  S47. 
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within  the  dioceao  of  I.iiimnra.  Tlio  cniie  waa  warmly  coii- 
teated  oil  both  aidi'S,  and  in  it  O'Ki'luii,  prince  of  the  Uecics, 
aided  by  hia  tenantry,  took  an  iictive  and  a  dueidcd  |>:irt  in 
favour  uf  tho  ave  of  IJniiioru.  At  leii^tb  tlio  arclidenvon  of 
Caahol,  together  with  tlii!  bishiipa  of  Cork  and  of  Killalnc, 
undertook,  by  directions  of  Innocent  IIF ,  to  decide  the  iimtter; 
wlicn  tlie  people  of  tlie  Deciea  ru»hln^  into  tlie  court,  seemed 
resolved  on  carrying  their  nicaanre  liy  violence,  and  in  tho 
midat  of  the  aciilHu  which  ensued,  David,  liiahop  of  Water- 
ford,  loat  hia  life.*  This  event,  fatal  and  scamlalons  aa  it  hud 
been,  (li<l  not  prevent  hia  sneceasor,  Itobert,  from  making;  a 
Btill  inoj-o  nnwarrantalilc  encruaclnnent  on  the  eccleaiastical 
property  attached  to  the  see  of  Lianiore.  The  biahops  of 
Norwich,  Clonferl,  and  Enai^hdnno  having  been  specially 
delegated,  caused  a  canonical  citation  to  be  aerved  on  Uobert 
of  Waterford,  to  which  tho  latter  objected  and  refused  to 
attend  in  court,  even  bv  hia  proctor.  Itestiiution  was,  how- 
ever, adjudtfed  to  the  bishop  of  lyiamore,  and  Uobert  was 
moreover  coiideuined  in  a  line  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  niarca. 
FitzChriatojiher,  seiieaelial  of  Waterford,  an  influential  and 
violent  partizan,  took  an  active  share  in  the  liti^^ation,  and 
espou8e<l  the  interest  of  his  bishop.  Accompanied  by  a 
nuniorous  train  of  Ida  de|>eiiilants,  he  lulvunced  to  Liamore, 
■cized  on  the  prelate  of  that  see,  even  in  hia  osvn  cathedral, 
and  had  him  eon<lucted  to  Uungnrvnn,  where  he  was  cast  into 
]iriaon  and  loaded  with  irons.  This  un|>ardonal>le  outrage,  to 
which  Itobert  of  Waterford  was  anid  to  have  been  accessory, 
could  nut  for  a  njoiiient  be  tolerated  by  the  delegatca:  they 
asseinbleil  in  the  cathedral  of  Ciiahel,  when  the  biahop  of 
Waterford  haviiii;  again  refused  to  a|)pear,  they  cxcoininuni- 
cated  him  and  hia  adherenta,  and  by  tlie  i>opo'a  authority  com. 
manded  the  archbishop  to  proclaim  him  excomniuninkted 
tlironghuiit  hia  province.  The  pn|>c,  moreover,  ratifi«!U  this 
sentence  without  admitting  any  written  ap|>eal,  ykl  ordered 
Uobert  of  Waterford  to  be  summoned  before  liin»ff  It  would 
appear,  however,  that  through  the  mediation  of  the  king, 
the  censure  was  soon  after  removed,  and  the  ((uestion  itself, 
which  had  occaaioned  so  much  scandal,  waa  at  length  amicably 
adjusted.  * 

On  the  death  of  Henry  De  Lonndres,  in  1228,  Luke,  dean 
of  St.  Martin's  Church,  London,  was  chosen  as  his  successor 
in  the  aeo  of  Dublin,  on  tho  13lh  of  December,  in  the  saniu 


*  KpiHt  Inno^'cnt  lit.;  Wni*,  Biihopg, 

tKliinU  hiiKi'.  111.  0  Kill,  .lul),  lJ12iE.Ul  BolqiMt. 
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year.  The  election  luiviiiH  Iwoii  provoil  iiifurnml,  wus  rejucCod 
Ijy  the  IM)|)o;  I^ukt,  liowevor,  wiia  re-olcctcd,  cunaecratcil 
aiul  confirmed  in  tlio  see  by  pope  Gregory  IX.,  but  not  until 
tlio  year  1230-  From  tliis  election  ore  to  bo  dated  tlio  various 
coniplieatoil  and  Ipnjji-contested  differences  which  had  for  so 
many  years  been  kept  up  between  the  dean  and  chapter  of 
St,  I'atrick's,  and  tlie  prior  and  oanons  of  Christ  Cliurcli, 
iOacli  cathedral  claimed  to  itself  the  canonical  and  exclusive 
rijjht  of  electinn  the  archbishop.  The  canons  of  Christ  Church 
rested  their  claim  on  the  |)rinci|)le  of  anti(iuity;  Christ  (;!hurch 
bein^  in  fact  the  mother-cathedral,  while  the  dean  and  chai)tor 
of  St.  Patrick's  insisted  on  the  ordinances  of  the  council  of 
Kells,  ui\  the  terms  of  the  union  between  the  sees  of  Glenda- 
loch  and  of  Dublin,  and  on  the  grant  ami  privileges  of  king 
.Iiilm.  After  a  l(Mij;thoned  controversy  on  both  sides,  tlio 
archbishop  Luke  lU'Qidcd  the  ipiestion  in  this  manner:  "that 
licncefortli  the  election  should  take  place  in  the  church  of  the 
Holy  Trinity  (Christ  Churchy  and  tnat  the  prior  and  canons 
I'f  ("lirist  ('luirch,  together  with  the  dean  ami  clmpter  of  St. 
Patrick's,  should  there,  and  in  no  other  place,  by  united' 
siill'ragi;s,  elect  the  j)erson  most  worthy  to  fill  the  vacant''*, 
archiepiscopal  see  of  I)ublin."  In  virtue  of  this  arrangcineiM^  ? 
to  which  all  parties  had,  at  least  at  that  time,  willingly  sii1>- 
scribed,  the  canons  and  the  chapter  iiroceeded  to  an  election 
un  the  demise  of  Luke  in  l^^.'j,  and  tlieir  choice  fell  on  Ralph 
I)e  Norwich,  a  canon  of  St.  Patrick's.  Fair  and  canonical  m 
this  election  might  appear,  it  was  noverthele.Hs  set  aside  by  a 
ilccisioii  from  Koine,  and  Fiilk  I)e  Sandford,  in  Oxfordshire, 
treasurer  of  St.  Paul's  Church  in  London,  was  <leclarcil  arch- 
bishop, and  consecrated  in  July,  l:i56.*  Whatever  might  have 
been  tlie  cause  of  the  late  rejection  (and  it  would  ap|)ear  to 
have  been  mixed  up  with  some  private  fractional  intrigue 
among  the  canons  themselves),  the  union  between  St.  Patrick's 
and  Christ  Church  was  once  more  dissolved,  and  each  party 
insisted  on  tlieir  respective  privileges.  Fulk  De  Sandford 
presiiled  over  the  see  for  fifteen  years,  and  was  buried  in  St. 
I'atrick's  Church,  in  a  ai|iella  founded  by  liinuelf,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  IJlessed  Virgin. 

Immediately  after  the  death  of  the   archbishon,  the  king 
granted  licence  of  olection.t  when  the  prior  and  cartons  of" 

*  Mathtm'  Varw  ad  .V.  1250.  • 

t  Soon  after  the  ititnHliictiou  of  tho  t^n^lish.  laws  into  this  country,  the  uaufll      * 
inoilu  M  i>|iifM.-oiial  t-it-ctiou  wan  in  tliiti  manner :  When  9  vncanuy  shoiiUl  liAppeii 
t*>  ticcur,    the  chapter  Jirflt  uieinorialeil  tliu  king  for  a  Cumjf  J/rlirft  Itmt  w, 
ft  Ikencfi  to  ^uvcoaU  to  election  ;  after  election  liotl  b««n  mftdtj^  a  regular  certi- 
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Chrint  Cliiircli  clinse  WillinniDe  In  Corner,  tlioking'sclinplain, 
wliilo  tli»  (lean  nnd  clinpter  nf  St.  Patrick  s  olccted  Froinond 
Do  In  Itriien,  the  pcipc'ii  cimplniii,  anil  nt  tlint  time  olmncellor 
of  Irelnnil.  Kacli  pnrty  Htreniioiiiily  mnintuincd  llio  vnlidity 
of  their  rcspeelivo  proceedings,  nnd  tlic  controvemy  was  con- 
dniitod -with  j;f™t  violence  on  hot h  sides;  at  lcn};th  the  two 
electioim  wore  set  aside  by  tlio  pope,  and  John  of  Darlinj^ton 
(in  the  hisliopric  of  DnrlianO  was  declared  arcldnshop,  nnd  wn« 
noun  after  ronaecrnted  in  the  uhhoy  of  Walthain,  by  John 
I'eckani,  nrchhiahoi)  of  Cantcrhnry.  This  controversy,  which 
must  huvo  uvideiilly  occasioned  more  trouble  than  benefit  to 
the  Chnrcli  of  Ireland,  was  nmintaincd  without  inteij-uption 
until  the  iiicnnd)ency  of  Alexander  l)e  Itlcknor,  in  the  four- 
teenth century,  after  whidi  period,  it  appears,  that  the  arch- 
bishops of  l)id>lin  had  been  regularly  promoted  to  that  see  by 
provision  of  tlie  pope. 

During  the  la[>se  of  the  thirteenth  century,  three  important 
synods  had  lieen  held,  nnd  several  ceclesinsticnl  regulations 
were  devised  for  the  maintenance  of  diaciplinu.  One  of  these 
synods  was  convened  at  Wexford  by  John  I)e  St.  John,  bishop 
of  Ferns.  This  prelnle,  after  having  been  for  a  time  trensiirer 
of  Ireland,  succeeded  Alban  O'.Molloy  in  the  diocese  of 
Kerns,  nnd  was  the  funt  Knglishninn  who  had  been  promoted 
to  that  see.  In  the  year  1210,  John  held  a  synod  in  the 
priory  of  Si'lskar,  at  Wexford.*  Ten  yenrs  aftc'r,  another 
synod  «ns  held  in  Tnam,  under  Florence  Mnc  J^lin,  archbishop 
of  that  diocese,  the  ilecryes  of  which  are  not  extant;  and  in 
1 2('>2,  u  provincial  synod  was  held  at  Droghedn  by  Patrick 
O'.Scanlau,  archbislio|>  of  Annngh.t 

It  was  by  no  means  unusual  in  this  age  to  entrust  the  oflico 
of  lord  Justice  or  of  chief  governor  of  Ireland  to  the  maliage- 
uient  of  ecclesiastics.  Hesidcs  Henry  Do  Limndres,  who,  as 
has  been  noticed,  was  justiciary  in  the  reign  of  king  John,  two 
other  prelates  had  been  connuissioned  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  same  ollice  towards  the  close  of  this  century.     Stephen 

(ionto  thf  rrof  wmi  pirsentoil  to  ttie  ktii^,  «ii<l  olitatiicd  Ilia  Mwiit ;  tho  |iiv»cewl- 
iii^N  itf  till!  rliAiiter  hi-iiiK.  at  tliu  Hanifl  time,  Ruliiiiitti^l  to  the  Holy  S|.e  ami 
i-iiliflniioil,  till)  liiiig  aecurilin^ly  itwiie,!  a  writ  of  reKtttiltioii  iif  tlie  tein|iunUitiefl 
itr  i'i)i8i-<i|)al  iiwwfrisiiins,  wliiiu  ahvayH  rcnmiuiHl  in  tlie  hiitiila  uf  the  cniwn 
until  the  vacant  M-e  hail  licen  lilleil.  HhouKl  the  chapter  jmH-eeil  to  electiou 
withiiilt  the  Cotiye  It^flire,  tlwy  In't-iiine,  Iiy  Ihw,  Biilijei-t  tn  acriolia jieiiiiltiea, 
while  the  elei'tiim  wan  ilwilartil  null  and  void.  These  jienalliea  nail  Iieen 
generally  innlnneil  hy  the  kin^.  yet  we  have  inatanccM  in  « Inch  they  had  lieeu 
ri^orouKly  eiiforeed.  -Si.e  Iteity'H  TlocitA  I'nrliaineiitAria,  )i.  2iM}  On  {larticnlAr 
neeniiionB,  when  an  eleetiun  ahoiihl  lui|itH'n  to  lie  venteati'il,  the  pii|ie,  by  the 
plenitude  of  hia  aiitlmrity,  ^iierally  iiiterferiHl  and  |iruviilo(l  fOr  tJie  a«e. 
•  ."iee  Wilkiuii,  Cunciliu,  t  i.  t  See  eliap  ii. 
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Do  Ftillmm,  a  iintlvo  of  FiiUiiim  in  Cftinliriilgcsliire,  of  tlie 
orilor  of  llosiiitiillers  «nil  hUlinp  of  Watirluril,  wns  npp<>iiite<l 
lord  justico  of  liolanil  liy  Kilwiiril  I.  in  \iK\  '  Tills  governor  . 
in  rfprcm'ntoil  to  littvc,  <liirin<;  the  entire  of  \m  ndniinistraticn, 
oanioslly  euiploved  nil  the  influenre  nrlKing  from  his  ottice, 
will)  a  view  of  obtaining  the  ndviintiige  of  the  Knglinh  laws 
fiir  the  pi'ople  of  Irelajiilj,  and  of  inHpiring  the  king  with  a 
concern  for  their  interest.  The  native  Irish,  and  es|)ecially 
those  who  lived  contiguous  to  the  |iale,  had  been  now  so  liar- 
nused,  that  selfprcservnlion  ilself  dictateil  the  necessity  of 
making,  at  least,  some  ettbrt  towards  changing  their  fomier 
state  of  tributary  vassalage,  and  of  placing  themselves  under 
the  protection  of  the  laws  of  Knglanil.  For  this  pur|)Oso  tlicy 
guaranteed  to  |iay  eight  thousand  marcs  to  the  king,  provided 
lie  W(Mild  place  them  nniler  the  security  of  the  Knglish  laws. 
With  this  reipiesl  Kdwaril,  on  his  ]>art,  seemed  not  unwilling 
to  comply;  but  his  answer  was  grounded  on  a  condition  wliicli 
at  once  lievelopes  both  the  policy  an<l  the  mercenary  spirit  of 
the  rulers  of  Ireland  in  those  times.  "  It  .seems,"  replies 
Kchvard,  "sufficiently  expedient  to  us,  and  to  our  council,  to 
gi-ant  them  the  English  laws,  provided  always,  that  the  general 
consent  of  our  |>eo|ilc,  or  at  least  of  the  prelates  and  nobles  of 
that  land,  well  ntt'ected  to  us,  shall  uniformly  concur  in  their 
behalf.  We,  therefore,  cnmmiind  you,  that  having  entered 
into  treaty  witli  these  Irish  people,  and  having  agreed  between 
you  and  them  on  the  liiifhenljine  of  nwueu  that  you  can  obtain 
on  this  account,  to  be  paid  to  us,  you,  with  the  consent  of 
all,  Or  at  least  the  greater  and  sounder  part  afore8ai<l,  make 
such  a  composition  with  the  said  people,  in  the  premises,  aa 
you  shall  judge  in  your  diligence  to  be  most  expedient  for 
our  honour  and  interest. "t  It  rc(|iiired  but  little  discernment 
to  foresee  that  a  compliance  with  this  condition  wns,  in  tha 
jiresent  slate  of  Ireland,  absolutely  inijiossible.  The  Norman 
barons  and  the  leading  Knglish  settlers,  who  had  now  deter- 
mined on  cantonizing  the  country  among  themselves,  were  not 
likely  to  subscribe  to  a  measuve  which  might  so  eft'ectually 
upset  their  favorite  vie«s;  in  fact,  each  of  these  marauders 
began  now  to  consider  himself  a  petty  sovereign,  and  at  times 
npiieared  disJHised  to  set  at  defiance  the  authority  of  the 
Knglish  monarch  himself.  It  is  not,  therelnre, surprising,  that 
this  reasonablcboonof  the  Irish  people  shouldhavo  been  rejected. 

•  Ware.  Aiinsk  ul  A.  I2.S1.  , 

t  Theiw  ilm-ctioiiH luut  Wt-ii  tmiiBniittcd  to  IrelauddiirinKthc  AilminttttrAtion 

of  tliu  justiciary  I'tTim).  Uie  imucdiat*!  preUeceuor  of  .St«iihcn  IH-  t'ulburn.— 

Sw  lli>linih«l. 
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TIloy  wcro  refiiiod  to  \>o  alieltcrcit  in  the  land  of  their  birth, 
cvt'ii  bv  tho  laws  of  tlie  very  pertplc  wlio  liail  outriigeonsly 
Btript  tlu'in  of  their  pruiicrtv,  and  thus  liiul  insiirruetionH  nnd 
rcuction  bi'un  created ;  tlie  Enj;H9li  nunie  became  deacrvedly 
odious,  charity  aa  well  iis  connnon  justice  seemed  to  have  for- 
•ulion  the  land,  while  ili«  liven  and  pro|ierty  uf  the  piMiple 
became  a  prey  to  every  unprincipled  adventurer,  and  the  whole 
country  was  at  length  ljr<in);lit  to  the  very  brink  of  ruin.  In  such 
n  state  of  society,' it  cannot  be  supposed  that  Stephen  Ue  Ful- 
burn,  or  any  other  );;overn»r,  could  have  it  in  his  power  tu  ell'ect 
anvthiuf^  which  nii|;ht  be  considered  of  bcnetit  to  the  people. 
He  held  the  olfice  of  lord  justice  for  six  years,  liurinj;  which 
time  he  was  allowecl  a  jHinsion  of  live  hundred  pounds,  to  he 

|)aid  to  him  annually  out  of  the  exchequer.*  It  appears, 
iDwever,  that  after  his  death  in  12)47,  the  king  had  seized  on 
all  his  goods  and  chattels,  anil  even  on  the  vessels  and  orna- 
ments of  the  church,  for  debts  due  to  the  crown  while  this 
prelate  had  been  in  oKice.  Nevertheless,  a  writ  was  soon  after 
issued  to  the  treasurer  and  to  the  barons  of  the  exchequer, 
enjoining.;  them  to  )nak«  restitution  to  the  cathedral,  by  res- 
toring tho  church  ornaments  and  other  property  to  the  dean 
and  chapter.f  John  Sandford,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Slephen  in  the  oIKce  of  chief  governor, 
'lliis  prelate,  however,  continued  but  a  short  time  lord  justice 
of  Ireland.  Having  been  sent  by  Kdward  I.  on  an  embassy 
to  the  ein(x!ror,  Jolin  had  scarcely  returned  to  England  when 
be  was  seized  "  with  a  viident  malailv  (as  Westminster  ex- 
presses it),  and  went  the  way  of  all  Hcsli."  His  remains  were 
brought  to  Irehinil  and  deposited  in  St.  Patrick's  Church,  on 
the  20th  of  February,   li'M.t 

The  many  ami  fruitless  contests  which  had  been  for  so  long 
a  time  kept  up  between  Kre<leric  II.  and  the  popes  Innocent 
III.  and  Ciregory  IX.,  have  given  rise  to  some  events  which 
may  serve  to  show  the  attachment  of  the  Irish  clergy  to  the 
Holy  Sec;  especially  when  contrasted  with  the  conduct  of  our 
more  opulent  and  powerful  neighbours.  During  these  feudal 
times,  it  was  not  unusual  for  the  popes  to  make  an  appeal  to 
tho  clergy  of  |«irticular  national  churches,  ami  to  call  on  them 
for  assistance.  Such  appeals  api>eared  then  almost  obligatory, 
fruiri  the  fact,  that  tho  suppression  of  abuses  had  been  the 
object  contemplated  on  these  occasions.  In  the  course  of  the 
thirteenth  century,  these  demands  had,  at  four  diflerent 
periods,    been  made  on  the  clergy  both  of  England  and  of 

•  I'at.  xiii.  E(lw.  I  ,  Sinn.  0.       t  1,1.  17  Eilw.  I.  Mini,  4.      |  Wsn-,  Bi»li"|».. 
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Irolanil  Uuriiig  tlio  adiiiiiiiiitratinn  of  Maurice  Kitz);crRl(l, 
lord  jii»tit'v  of  Ireland  in  \'2i'J,  Steplivn,  nuncio  to  Cirefjory 
IX.,  canir  to  Ireland  with  HiHwtolic  mandates,  l>v  virtue  of 
wliicli  tlio  tonlli  of  all  cliurcti  tcm|H)ralities  throughout  the 
kirif;<loni  wan  ri'i|uired,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
eN|ienses  of  those  painful  contlicts,  to  whicli  the  simony  of 
the  ,  eui|H!ror  Frederick  II.  had  f^iven  rise.  In  Ireland  the 
commission  of  the  nuncio  n  a.s  suceessfid ;  among  the  clergy 
and  harons  of  En^dand,  the  proiiriety  of  the  demand  was  vio- 
lently contested.  Kncouraged  liv  the  example  of  Itanulplios, 
carl  of  (Chester,  the  bishops  and  clerfjy  of  that  country  per- 
sisted for  u  time  in  rejecting  the  claim;  dreailing,  however, 
the  dis|>leasure  of  Henry  III ,  tlicy  at  length  consented,  and 
for  this  time,  at  least,  was  a  pr»|)orti8nal  share  of  the  rent 
advanced  on  the  part  of  the  clergy  of  England  and  Wales.* 
A  second  demand  was  made  in  1240  by  the  legate  I'etrus 
l)e  Supino,  on  which  oceuaion  fifteen  liun(lre<)  marcs  were 
collected  throughout  Ireland.  In  1247,  John  liusus,  legate 
to  Innocent  IV.,  not  daring  to  venture  into  England,  repaired 
to  this  country  and  made  a  third  appeal  to  the  Irish  clergy, 
when  six  hundrL>d  marcs  were  readily  collected ;  and  n  fourth 
claim  liaving  been  made  in  1270  was  attended  with  similar 
success. 

Against  tlieso  procoedinga,  the  clergy  of  England  londly 
remonstrated,  anil  by  way  of  supplement,  their  remonstrance 
was  artfully  Ktted  up  with  invectives  against  a  number  of 
Italian  ecclesiastics,  who  iiad,  it  seems,  found  means  at  that 
time  of  obtaining  benefices  in  England.  Whether  the  memo- 
rialists had  been  reasonable  or  not,  in  urging  these  coni)>laint8, 
is  scarcely  worth  the  trouble  of  investigating;  at  all  events, 
they  appear  to  have  forgotten,  that  almost  all  the  principal 
sees,  together  with  the  rich  monasteries,  of  Irelanil  were,  ut 
the  very  same  time,  exclusively  in  the  possession  of  English 
ecclesiastics. 

•  Wnre,  Aniinld,  a.l  a.  l*J2t>  it  (Kissim.    • 
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CHAITEU  II. 

Sit. .  >  .-^urH  of  8t  Jt*liini:k~'K|iiiH-<i|ini  H^hih -  Heligious  PuuniUtinui  of  the 
TliirUttuth  I'enlury. 

TiiK  priinatial  see  Imil,  in  tlio  conimoncomcnt  of  the  thirlcentli 
I'Hiitiiry,  lioim  pliici-il  iinilcr  tho  povornmoiit  of  Euornk  M»c 
Oiu.iviDiiR*  Tliu  iiiciunlicncy  iif  tliis  |iri<li|tf  contiiiucil  iinlil 
121t>,  in  which  year  lie  itieil  at  Uonic,  shortly  after  tlie  tcrini- 
nntidii  of  the  foiirlli  genurul  cniniRil  of  hutenin.  Itntnediiitely 
(in  the  death  of  Kugene,  the  cliapter  pnicoeiloil  to  an  election, 
and  convened  the  capitular  without  having  obtained  the  usual 
lieenco  of  the  king.  I,okk  Nbttkkvii.lk,  nrclideacon  of 
ArMiagh,  a  man  of  jirudenoc  and  Icarninj;,  was  the  person 
olct-toii.  .  lie  forthwith  proceeded  tu  London,  but,  as  might 
bo  oxiiected,  the  king  refused  to  confirm  his  noniinntion.  Tliiii 
rejection  served  only  to  render  tho  chapter  more  united :  how- 
ever, the  royal  licence  being  at  length  obtained,  Luke  was 
reelected;  and  having  obtained  tbe  king's  assent  and  the 
conliriimtion  of  the  pope,  he  was  in  (Uu  same  year  (1217)  con- 
seirraled  by  Stephen  Ijangton,  archbishop  «f  Oanlerbury.  He 
presided  over  the  see  until  MiT,  ilk  which  year  he  died,  and 
Vas  interred,  as  simie  authorities  win 'have  it,  in  the  abbey  of 
"^^U>^lifont;  but  according  to  others,  in  the  Dominican  convent 
at  Drogheda,  of  which  lie  was  the  founder  and  munificent 
bciiefactort 

DoNiTDs  O'FiOABBA  and  Albert,  styled  Colonikksis, 
governed  in  succession  the  ari-hiepiscopal  sec,  after  the  ileath 
of  the  ])rimatu  Luke.  The  former  of  these  prelates  was  bishop 
of  Ologhcr,  from  which  see  be  had  been  translated  in  1227; 
and  .:ie  latter,  after  his  consecration  at  Westminster  in  1240, 
returned  to  Armagh,  but  resigned  the  administration  of  tlie 
archdiocese  about  seven  years  afterwards,  and  died  oil  the 
conliiienlt  The  mercenary  proceedings  of  many  of  the  chief 
governors  of  Ireland,  on  the  demise  or  resignation  of  a  bishop, 
became  at  this  period  most  reprehensible.  To  discover  some 
informality  in  the  acts  oT  the  chapter,  or  to  withhold  the  royal 
assent,  wire  matters  of  ordinary  occurrence;  while  the  see,  for 
a  term  of  years,  was  kept  vacant,  and  the  revenues  were 
allowed  to  flow  into  a  channel  which  neiiher  the  canons  of  the 

•  S.f  Llm|,  1.  t  M8.  8.  I'niri,  iil  .\.  1227.         J  Wiir..',  Hii.li.i|i«, 
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cliurcli  nor  the  law  of  the  realm  hait  ever  thoufjht  proper  to 
contoniplate.  For  the  purpose  of  prcvciiliiig  a  re|>otition  of 
thia  nliUHc,  Innocent  IV.,  into  whoae  liniid*  Albert  had  renignud 
his  arcliilicicciie,  now  ilecmod  it  nuceHsary  to  intvrfvro,  and 
iinineiliatcly  prociiodeil  to  tlio  coiufcrution  of  his  miccessor. 

Ukimkr  (KoRinald),  »  native  of  Ireland  ami  a  inenilier  of 
the  Orilor  of  I'reachcru,  wao  the  person  selected  by  the  lumtilf. 
This  pcclcHiastic  had  already  clistini;uislied  himself  by  his 
a|M»tolirul  career  in  various  part*  of  Italy,  along  the  Ithine, 
and  in  Switzerland.  In  the  (general  cliupter  of  his  order,  helcl 
at  lloiKiniu  in  1221,  at  which  the  (;rcnt  patriarch  St.  Uominick 
presided,  Ue^'lnald  was  one  of  the  twelve  nominated  on  that 
occasion, and  «a«  soon  after  despatched  to  Eifgland,  with  com- 
niissioiiary  powers  to  lay  the  fonndation  o^  this  new  invaluable 
institute  in  that  kingdom.  Having  succeeded  to  a  certain 
extent  in  England,  lie  soon  after  passed  over  into  his  own 
country,  where  his  services  had  been  most  amply  appreciated; 
after  which  he  proceeded  to  England,  and  from  thence  to 
Home,  during  the  pontiticate  of  Gregory  IX.*  Ueginald 
returned  to  Ireland  aliont  the  close  of  the  year  1247,  and 

Iiresided  over  the  see  of  Armagh  for  nine  years;  ho  died  at 
tome  in  I25fi,  and  was  succecdeil  by 

AnRAHAM  O'CoNSKLLAN,  archpriest  of  the  church  of  Armagh.  ^ 
Thia  prelate,  immediately  after  his  election,  proceeded  to 
liome  and  was  invested  with  the  pallium,  lie  presided,  how- 
over,  but  two  years  aftej-  his  return  from  the  continent,  and 
upon  his  death,  in  12t)U,  the  king  granted  to  the  chapter  of 
Armagh  the  power  of  electing  a  successor. 

I'atkick  O'Scanlan,  of  the  Order  of  Preachers,  and  bishop 
of  Kaphoe,  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  chapter  to  till  the 
archiepi.icopal  chair.  As  soon  as  the  decision  of  the  chapter' 
had  been  made  known  to  Henry  III.,  that  monarch,  alreaily 
acijuainted  with  the  merits  of  Patrick,  caused  letters  in  his 
favour  to  bo  directed  to  Urban  IV.,  and  on  tliu  5th  of  the 
following  November,  12til,  the  election  was  conlihiied,  and 
he  was  promoted  to  tho  nietro]H)litan  see.  On  the  following 
year  (I2ti2)  this  prelate  convened  a  provincial  synod  in 
Drogheda,  at  which  all  tho  sutfragiuis  of  tlie  province  assisted, 
and  some  likewise  from  the  province  of  Tuam,  together  with 
the  lord  justice  and  many  of  the  principal  nobility  -of  the 
kingdom.  This  synod  was  convened  for  the  pur|>oso  of  assert- 
ing the  jirimatial  rights  of  Armagh  over  the  provinces,  anil  of 
considering  the  claims  of  Hugh,  bishop  of  Metith,  that  prelate 

•  Ki'liant,  tnlD.  i. 
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r» 
-Ailvin^  for  (onio  tiino  iiiaislud  on  the  rifflit  of  a  canonical 
^^einption  from  the  viaitiitionii  of  tlic  prinmtu.  It  appean 
from  tlio  Ke^intor  of  Octavian  Do  I'lilutio,  arciibialiop  of 
Armugli,*  that  Iho  privilof^es  of  thp  primntial  nee  were  in  this 
•vnmt  rnlilled  an<l  pulilixhi'd,  and  it  wan  decreed,  "  that  it 
•)iouhl  be  hiwful  for  the  arclihiahop  of  Armagh  and  his  suc- 
cessors, as  primates  of  Ireland,  to  visit  the  bishop  and  clergy 
of  Mentli,  and  to  he.ir  causes  therein."  This  right,  which 
regardeil  exehisively  the  )K>rsonal  visitations  of  the  primate, 
was  in  the  nfteentn  century  allowetl  oven  to  commissioners 
depute<i  with  visitatory  powers  by  the  metropolitan  see  of 
Armagh. t  While  the  equity  of  his  udniinistrntion  had  been 
admired  in  this  country,  the  zeal  and  lirmncss  which  he  dis- 
played on  many  trying  occasions  were  honourablv  appreciated 
by  the  pontilis  Alexander  and  Urban  At  Itome.  'the  privileges 
conferred  on  this  |>relute  by  Alexander  IV.  were  rather  of  a 
personal  deHcripfi(m ;}  but  in  the  month  of  November,  1263, 
lie  received  from  Urban  IV.  a  bull,  in  which  the  important 
question  of  the  primacy  was  involved,  and  from  which  we 
shall  tiiko  the  opportunity  of  making  the  following  extract: 
"  but  the  primacy  of  all  Ireland,  which  your  preileccssors  are 
known  to  have  undoubtedly  enjoved  always  and  up  to  this 
time,  we,  following  the  example  of  pope  Celestino,  our  prede- 
cessor, do,  by  apostolical  authority,  confirm  the  same  to  you 
-and  to  your  successom;  onlaining  that  the  nrclibii<hops,  bi8ho|M, 
and  other  prelates  of  Ireland,  shall  at  all  times  show  unto  you 
as  primate,  an<l  to  your  successors,  both  obedience  and  rove- 
rence."§  'I'lio  primate 'I'atrick  O'Scanlan,  after  an  incum- 
bency of  ten  years,  died  in  the  monastery  of  St.  Leonard, 
at  Uunilalk,  and  was  buried  in  a  convent  of  his  own  order  at 
Drogheila. 

Nicholas,  8lylo<l  in  the  annuls  Son  of  Molissa,  was  elected 
his  successor,  and  was  consecrated  in  1272.  Under  this  prelate, 

•  Fol.  282.        t  8w«in'«  R«|irt<ir,  p,  IW!.         t  Arth.  Aiiwit,  lib.  A. 

I  Vide  Jim  I'rinutiulo,  uli  Oli<r.  Pliuikett.  A  1072  ;  et  Jiu  Priniat  >l>  H.  Mu 
MiihoD,  I72K.  An-bliiHkap  TallMit  and  iUv  ailvocAtoM  of  tli«  IKihlin  pnmacy 
liavti  ciiiihiili^rtMl  thin  lUicuiiieiit  an  inailmisniblt',  ami  ((lu-ation  tlio  autlieiiticity  i»f 
tlir  bull  it«4'lr,  (in  the  followin{;  ^niuiiiU  :  Kiritt,  l>cc»iuie  it  in  not  t^)  \m  fouoil 
in  the  Utitliirium  Romttmim;  wi^ondly,  it  ih  not  to  l>e  had  in  the  Bullarium  (Mtimt 
/VtniiC'i/ortoM,  to  which  unler  i'atnck,  archbiihop  of  Animgll,  hail  liolon)^; 
anil  tlui'dly,  it  doe*  not  a)i|)ear  uither  in  tlie  I'ltlicun  Tntmlnry  uf  in  tlie  4pfu- 
tntieat  ArchivM.  Moreover,  they  naaert  that  tliia  iltK'unient,  in  ittielf  ao  ileoiaive, 
had  not  on  any  ovcaaion  been  pnxlueeil  by  either  Patrick  or  his  MUcceHaom 
during  the  controversy  on  this  ipieBtion,  until  at  lensth  and  for  the  Hntt 
time  It  hapiioned  to  t»c  |vriinulgated  by  Richard  [talliluon,  archbiahop  of 
Annagh,  alMut  the  midfUe  of  the  foiirte«nth  century. — Vide  Jiu  Priui.  I>ub. 
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the  worki  alro^ly  coinmcnceil  in  llio  cnthnlml  of  Armagh 
wore  camplotud,  in  a  stylo  of  iiui'li  •insular  lioauty,  tliat  tliu 
like  wild  not  to  Iw  fonnd  in  tliu  kingdom.  Tliu  |>rimnti) 
Nlrliolan  likuwine  onricliud  tlio  cliuri-h  with  hookn,  costly 
vc«tmont»,  »nd  a  [wnsion  of  twi>htv  niiircii  nnntinllvi  <o  lie 
imid  out  of  hlii  miino(  of  Tennnn-t'eliin.  Ho  |iri'siiU>d  over 
tho  HOC  thirty-one  years,  and  dit-d  on  thu  lOth  of  May,  a.d. 
ia()3.» 

TnK  8KX  oP.Kii.HOHK,  oT  ad  it  was  styled  itr  tho  thirteenth 
century,  of  Krenhv,  apiwars  to  have  been  canonienlly  estab- 
lished lit  tliis^rioil ;  whilu  its  prcliites  wore  called  r'.pitcopi 
Jtrefiniemta  i*d  sometimes  TriburnenuM,  from  'I'rihnma,  a 
small  villaj^e  In  which  they  resided.  Kollowinc  tho  authority 
of  the  reuisler  of  Ch>gher,  it  would  seem  that  this  district  hail 
formerly  belonijed  to  the  ancient  dioceiifc  of  Clones,  on  liOUgli 
Krin,  oyer,  which  St.  Tigarnach  |irc4|ded,  and  after  him  St. 
Keiillimid  or  Felim,  tho  |>Htrou  smut, 'about  the  close  of  the 
sixth  century.  The  first  bi8lio|i,  hSwover,  which  our  annals 
jiresent  in  this  see  of  Trihurnu  or  Urofi'ny,  is  Klorenco  Canacty, 
ni  1231  ;t  after  whom  wo  find  a  regular  succession  until  the 
year  1454,  when  Andrew  Mac  llrady,  bishop  of  IJreflhy, 
erected  the  mrish  church  of  St.  Kelini  into  a  cnthcdral,  and 
henceforth  lliis  ecdcssiastical  district  became  universally  desig- 
nated the  DiurcM  of  Kilmore. 

Uesidcs  the  union  of  the  sees  of  Dublin  and  Glendaloch,{ 
as  stated  in  the  foregoing  cba|)tcr,  some  otltur  unions  had  been 
eHeeted  about  this  period,  which  it  may  bo  proper  to  notice. 
Tho  union  of  the  ancient  diocese  of'^jjouth  with  that  of 
Armagh  is  marked  by  our  annalists  as  one  among  the  impor- 
tant events  of  the  thirteenth  century.  I.<outli  had  been  united 
to  Cloglter  since  tho  year  1041;  upoii|l||4^t^riii8  of  which 
union,  l^lirislian,  bishop  of  Clogher,  aMMpither  of  St.  Ma- 
hicliy,  had  afterwards  obtiiineil  a  res(|IB'from  pope  Inno- 
cei^  II.  However,  durigg  the  incuiiilKBy  of  Albert,  arcli- 
Ijmbp  of  Armagh,  a  viaitivtory  proces/liad  bcAi  instituted  in 
t»e  several  sees  of  Ulstcrf,  by  means  of  \vhich,  the  circuni- 
reribed  limits  of  the  archdiocese  were  ascertained,  and  measures 

*  Wan-,  ltiMlin)M.  t  t"l  . 

+  Tlii>  uveiiU  ooiincctfiil  wit)i  tlie  arcliit-|iiHC(>|ttil  sea  of  Dtiltlin  having  tioen 
iieci'iwArilv  iiitrotliiciHl  in  tlii'  tint  clia[>U.'r,  the  Niicccwion  of  its  |in-liit4!H  iiiftv, 
for  thi)  MAKt*  i)f  iM'njiiuuity.  Ik)  now  brii'lly  inHfr(4-4L'  M.  .fohn  ('oinin,  lux-n- 
l>i»ho)>  of  Duhlin,  coni4t}crato(l  I ISI.  2.  Hvnry  Louiulrfrt,  \'2\'A.  X  l.nkc, 
l'.>:lll.  4.  Kiilk  lie  .SanilfonI,  I2.~>*i.  Tt.  .lohn  -IX^rlinKton.  I2TII.  I>.  .lohii  Do 
Hanilfonl,  limtbt-T  of  tho  alNivc-ninitiontwl  Tulk,  l*JS4.  7.  William  Do 
Ifotlniin,  I'r^ivinci.ilof  the  Kugliith  l>oniinio.-inH.  I^M?!  H.  Itiohsnl  l>o  Kt.-rillf;^ 
an^hth!iu!on  ui  t'Hntvrhnry,  |iruvi<1(sl  liy  the  |H>ito  nntl  conms'tat^l^,  in  I'JIH'. 

f  Itoctrnl  t.onil. 
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Wuruailiijitud,  tlinmuli  thu  iigeiiey  u(  Mauricu  Kitx-Quralif,  tWii 
jiiitiuR  of  Iruiniiil,  for  the  i'iili>i');<Miii'iit  of  itn  Nnunihirlu!>.  On 
tliia  o(*i'|uioii  it  wiiK  tliiit  Ik'iiry  III.  Iiiiil,  l>y  niillioriiy  fntfti 
lluiiiv,  jCHUHi'il  luttcrs  piiti'iit  to  Ih!  iiMiiuii,  III  whii'li,  ithiiing 
otiiurii  iiiiitturii,  it  wiu  ordaiiioil :  "  Tliiit  in  coniiiiloriitiiiii  M  tlw 
iKivcrty  of  tlio  two  scH'H  of  (Moulirr  mid  of  Aniin^h,  ho  iflw 
lord  jimtice)  nliuuld  providu  lyiii  ciiiisu  llieiii  to  be  m^ifcln.^' 
Wliilu  tliu  uN>.'Ciilioii  of  tlii«  writ  liiid  liecn  coiitoiiinliiloili 
Albert  diud  uii  tlie  conliiiunt ;  liowuvcr,  during  tliu  iiil)^m' 
b«iiey  of  Ilia  HiioccsBor,  Ui-^iimld,  ii  new  arniii)'i<iiK'iitryM^ 
elTi'vled,  uccurdiiiK  to  wliiidi,  tlio  diocosu  of  Loiitli  wui  tf  Up 
MMiarutcd  from  (Mojiliur  nnd  annexed  to  AriiiiiKli,  togaUhtfi 
with  the  three  deiiiierieH  of  DroKhcdti,  Alherilee  und  Dtlii^lntn 
Alioiit  the  Mime  lime,  the  cliiircli  of  Anlsriith,  willi  u  f^rvut'i 
imrtioii  of  the  territory  of  Keiieloojiiin,  hud  been  tiil,( n  libjitii 
Clo);her  nnd  united  to  the  dioee.iu  of  IVrry;   while  Dniiiinii',' 

which  liiid  for  eentiiriea  been  mertied    in   ArniU};li,  bi/ci 

uuiiiii  II  distinct  8ee,  under  the  udminialrotion  uf  it.i  pf;elatr 
QoraUl,  foriiiurly  abbot  of  Mcllifunt,  and  eoniiecrated  in  Api  il. 

The  union  of  the  see  pf  Mavo  with  the  nrehdioeeiio  of  Tun, 
ia  to  be  diited  at  the  yi!i(r  l^lO.     CeleAtin  O'Dubhuv,  ijw'lilal 
bishop  of  Mnyo,  died  about  that  p'riod ;  nnd  upon  hia  'f^uiii 
Felix,  nrt'hbialiop  of   Tiiuiu,  acting  on  the  uiitliority  i/'  tli^j" 
coniiiil  of  KelU,  and  with  the  joint  euneurrcnco  of  ilif  rlmpi 
ter,  entered  on  the  (.'overnnient  of  the  two  seca.jiimo  mIim  ii 
time  lliey  have  continued  united.t  •       ,,[ 

Aj^reeably  to  iho  ayslem  hitherto  observed,  «o  nj(v  iir<>K'wt 
to  nn  nnalyaia  of  the  prioriea,  iibbeya,  iind  coiivunta  » liicti  hud' 
been  fouiiiled  in  the  tliirteeiitb  century;  reaerving, at  the  aaiiie 
time,  the  prioriea  ur  hoitpitiiN  of  the  Trinituriana,  vri(]\  other 
charitable  eatablisliiiiunts,  (6r  the  history  of  the  si.vtuenllt 
century. 

PRIORIF.S  <IK  THK  lANONS  Itl-XIII.AIl  OF  ST.   AI'ODSTI.V 
FOUSI)i:il  IN  TIIK  TlUUTEKNTIl  t'KNTI'KY. 

TiiR  PKIOBT  ot  Tbistf.bnaoh,  In  tlic  barony  of  Moyuoiah, 
f<  and  county  of  VVeatnieath,  wna  foumled  for  Caiiona  KeguTar  of 
St.  Augustin  liy  (JeoHry  do  Conatjintine,  about  the  year  1200. 
Several  of  the  Nugonta,  Tuitea,  and  Delaniars  had  been  priora 
of  thia  establiahnieiit.  In  15'J0,  a  leaao  of  tbia  priory  was 
made  to  cnptaiii  William  I'icra;  while  seven  huiulrcd  acres  of 

*  U«x>nl  Lontl.  t  W^ro,  JBuht>|Mi  uf  Clo^hur.  ;  Ware  Antit). 
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iiKiori  nntlilu,  tml  piuture,  with  forty  meuuagci,  wore  granted 
to  KdWt  IliirriiiDii.* 

Till  PHioRT  OP  (iRiiT  CoKAM.,  Oil  tlio  liaiika  of  the  l.ilTuy, 
ill  tlio  couiity  of  Kililnro,  wuh  foiiiiilcil  in  liOi,  by  Mcyler 
Kiiz-llciiry,  forC'unoiis  lt«}!iilHrof  St  Aiigiittiii.  Tliupiiurof 
(irfiiki(''i>iiall  itiit  iix  tt  baron  in  juirKjiiiiont.  In  the  3ril  of 
Klizabi'th,  it  wim  (.'ninli'il  to  Sir  Niclioltu  VVIiitut 

TiiK  PHioRr  UP  Imdtiooui,  in  iIiu  bnrony  of  (Sowran, county 
of  Kilkenny,  whh  fminrlud  ao.  120Ii,  liy  Tlioiimn,  ion  of 
Antliony,  wni'iirlittl  of  lA-instor,  for  Cnnon!i  Ui'^ulur  of  St. 
Anguitin.  Tbf  liiKt  prior  »iM  Miles  Karon.  Ily  tin  inouiaition 
taken  in  the  Slat  of  lleiiry  VIII.  ilH  iHiixesaioiis  woro  louiiil  to 
coniiiit  of  nine  hiimlreil  nml  fifty  aeren,  iiiluateil  in  the  eoun- 
tie»  of  Kilkenny,  Carlow,  Bml  Wexford,  nine  rectories, 
eighteen  hurguKeH,  aii<l  thirty  nine  inessuugeii ;  nil  of  wliivh, 
except  the  rectories,  were  granted  in  the  lOth  of  Klizaboth  tu 
Edniunil  llutlcr  niid  hia  hciiti,  in  cajlite,  at  tlio  yearly  runt  of 
.£28  12s.,  Irish  moneys 

TiiR  PKinRY  op  NKWTOWif,  situated  on  the  north  bank  of  the 
Dovne,  in  the  county  of  Menth,  was  foiiiulod  in  I20C,  for  the 
Cttiions  Ucgiilar  of  St.  Aiigiistin,  by  Simon  Itochford,  bisliop 
of  Mcuth.  The  prior  of  tliis  house  was  the  third  ecclesiiutic 
in  dignity,  and  sat  as  a  baron  in  parliament.  I^urence  VVIiite 
was  tbelast  prior,  when,  in  the  2!)th  of  Henry  VIII.,  this 
priory,  witli  five  hundred  acres  of  arable  and  pasture  land  and 
the  rcctoric>!i  of  Uultriiii,  Tillanoge,  and  Fennor,  were  gninte<l 
to  Itobert  Dillon,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £16  5s.  Uil.  One 
hundred  acres  in  Moyvalley,  jvart  of  the  posnessioiis  of  this 
priory,  were  conferreil  on  Ueruld,  earl  of  Kililare.j 

TiiK  rnioRY  OP  Tuam,  in  the  barony  of  Duninore,  county  of 
Galway,  was  loiiiuleil  by  the  family  of  lliirgh,  about  tlio  year 
122U,  for  Canons  of  St.  Victor  following  the  rule  of  St. 
Augustin.  In  the  2()th  of  Elizabeth,  this  priory,  withjiart  of 
its  (HMsessions,  one  hunJreil  acres  and  two  quarters,  waa 
granleil,  together  with  the  abbey  of  Mayo,  to  the  burges.«es  and 
commonnlty  of  Atlienrv.|| 

TiiK  PRioBY  OP  MuLLiKGAH  (De  Domo  Dei),  in  the  county  of 
Westmeath,  was  foiiiuleil  in  1227,  for  Canons  Kegular  of  St. 
Augustin,  by  Ilalpli  le  I'etit,  bi;)hop  of  Meath.  John  I'etit  was 
the  last  prior.  An  inuuisition  was  hohl  in  the  31st  of  Henry 
VIII.  and  a  second  in  the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  when  three 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  arable  and  jwature,  with  thirty-three 
messuages,  were  granted   tu    Kichard   Tuite  and   his  heira 
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mnle,  in  <;a|iitt',  hy  kiii|i;lit'i  tervio*,  at  the  yenly  rent  of 
Xl«  »•.   10.1* 

Tiiii  PKioHY  or  AoHKiM,  in  tli«  Iximnv  of  Kilcnnnpl,  county 
of  (inlwuy,  null  fiiiinil>'<l  liy  Tlivoliiilil  liiitli'r  in  tlix  thirtuentli 
ctmtnry,  tor  Ciinnnii  Ui-);iiliir  ol  ,St.  AiiKuatin.  At  the  iiu|>- 
|ir«»nio'ii,  tliii  priiiry  wus  frriintvil  to  Kicliunl,  carl  of  C'lun- 
ricliinle  t  « 

Tub  PKioRT  Of  nALi.YDKo,t  ill  till-  biirony  of  Orrery  ami 
Kiliiiorv,  I'oiiiily  iif  (!ork,  huh  fnuiiildil  ad.  1^211,  by  Willium 
l)i>  llirrv,  for  ('aiii.iis  Ki'Kiiliir  of  St.  Aiij^mtin  In  the  ItUh 
nf  Klj/.iilH-iii,  the  iHisM-uiona  wcro  coimiuiivcl  to  Sir  l>inigl 
Norton,  for  lliu  wife  of  Sir  Thomas  Norrii,  praidciit  of 
Miiiiatur.i 


ABDKVfl  OF  THE  CISTRIICIAN  ORDKR  FOf  NDED  IK  THE 
TIIIHTKF.Nni  CKNTl'IIY. 

TuK  AHBKV  or  TiNTKRM,  in  the  biirony  of  Sholbiirnc  and 
coiuilv  of  Wi'sfonl,  wiiH  foiimli'd  for  CiMturclaiiit  by  Wiliiiim 
Mai'u!<eliiil,  the  ehior.  earl  of  IVinbroItu,  a.d.  I2(N).||  Thin 
nobleman,  baviii);  been  in  Ki°'>at  (laiif^cr  lit  aea,  inudu  a  vow 
llint  he  would  erect  a  monantery  in  that  plueo  where  he  ahould 
first  arrive  in  siifety ;  « hicli  otiiuulion  he  performed  by  the 
foundation  of  Tinturn  Abbey,  and  afturwardit  iiu|iplied  it  with 
monka,  whom  he  had  broii;;ht  from  the  abbev  of  Tintern, 
in  Monmoutlishiru.  Ita  lirat  abbot  nna.lohn  'lorrell;  and  in 
)iro<'eiM  of  liiiio  it  became  amazinfilv  enriched.  In  \HHO  it 
wiu  eiiaeteil  that  no  mere  Irinhnmn  be  jierniitted  to  make  his 
profiwiion  in  thin  iibU-y.  The  ablmts  of  Tintern  ant  aa  barons 
m  |«rliaincnt,  the  last  of  whom  waa  .Inlin  Power.  By  an 
inquiaition  taken  in  the  Slut  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  iioaaessiona 
were  found  to  conKiat  of  ninety  aerea,  beiii);  the  demesne  land, 
situated  in  Tintern,  ami  two  thonaaiid  two  linndre<t  acroa  of 
moor,  arable,  and  imatiire  land,  together  with  the  rectories  of 
Ilaniie,  Kilmore,  (Jloniiiies,  and  various  otiiera.  During  the 
Biiino  year  the  Hultees,  with  the  rectory  of  Kilmore,  were 
granted  to  William  St.  Loo;  while  in  the  IHlh  of  Elizabeth, 
the  abbey  and  aixteen   townlands,  with  their  tithes  and  the 

•  Anil.-'lon.  t  Id. 

X  Fur  the  iirioriCT  i»f  AttiMNal,  Nenagli,  rnniiicortliy.  HtWoUtan'it,  Canicli- 
on-Hiiir,  nml  Ht.  Jtilm'B  in  tli»  rity  of  Killteiiny,  ttij^tlter  with  the  iwvunU 
CiimiiiAtxU-neM  uf  the  HoeititAlluni,  fuuutlrd  At-  ihii  {lehud,  M«  oentnry  xvi. 
cha|t.  u. 
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ruvumion  dF  iIiu  iircniiuii,  were  )(ntnli.>(l  fur  over,  in  capitp,  to 
Antliuny  Colcloii^li,  at  lliv  iiniiiiul  ri-iit  of  £jn  In* 

'I'liR  «nskr  (ir  Kilbkikun  (Dc  Kliiniiiiii  livi),  in  tlu<  Iwrnny 
of  Movnislirl  iiikI  I'oiiiity  "I  Wi'Slmciith,  win  foiiliilvil  for 
OiHtcrciiiiin  A  D  l2(K)t  lit  lioHmnHioiiH  I'oiiniatcil  nl' onii  tliuii- 
aiinil  mill  twi'iitv  lu-rin  of  w^hI,  iirublv,  iiikI  imstiiru  litml,  tliroli 
wiiier-iiiilU,  I'lulitpi'ii  iiu'Miiiijji'H,  iiiiil  twciilynix  ructorii's.  Tliu 
Iniit  iihlint  niM  Miiiiricu  O'Sliiiiiuliitn,  in  tliu  •'IIaI  of  lloiiry 
Villi  wIh'Ii  iiii  iiii|iiiaition  »aH  Imlil,  uml  tlio  |jro[H-rty  wns 
couHhi'iiU'iI.  Ill  tliv  I  llii  of  KliiEiibi'tli,  oi^'lit  ciiriicntus  of  tliia 
liuid  ni'ro  );riiiitiMl  to  Itolxtrt  Dillon,  ut  thu  uiimiiil  rout  of 
£0  \!>t.,  tlio  riMiminilor  wiiit  pn  reel  In  I  out  in  U'llH  by  Jmnea  I. 
to  ilivorH  fnvoiiritcK,  to  bo  liuld  of  tlio  kioff,  as  of  tlic  cantlo  of 
Dublin,  ill  fiTu  uiiil  eoiuiiion  so<-t'nf!i'4 

TiiK  ABiiiiir  Of  (>HAiiiMKiiAiiAaii  ( Dit  Vullu  SalvatoriH),  in 
tlio  barony  of  Oowraii  nnil  county  of  Kilkimny,  wiu  foimduJ 
by  Williiitn  Mnrcselial,  tlio  i;lcl«r,  farl  of  I'eiiibroko,  for  Cis- 
tercians, A.D  litll.  In  l.'iHO,  it  was  maclcil  that  no  mere 
Iri»liiiian  kIiouIiI  bo  allowcil  to  |ii'ofoiiii  in  thin  nbbvy.  Tliu 
abUit  of  (irai)!nciiiana)2li  sat  m  a  baron  in  parlianieiit.  Hy 
an  in(|ui)iitioii  liclil  in  tlic  '.Ith  of  Kii/.abclli,  tliii  abbey  waa 
foHiiil  to  possess  six  liundreil  and  twenty  acres  of  arablo  and 
|uistnru  lanil,  uif^ht  (owiilanils  and  eleven  rectoriea,  with  tlio 
tithes  ami  altcrnges  of  the  same.  The  last  ablMit  was  CImrloi 
Muc-Morouf:h  O'Cuvana^li.  In  the  !Uli  of  Klizabetli,  this 
abbey  and  ei^lit  townlaiids  in  tho  counties  of  Ourlow  and 
Wexford,  with  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  were  granted  forever,  at  an  annual  rent  of  £11, 
to  James  lliitler.^ 

TiiK  ADUKV  OF  Addinotox  (Wotliencv),  in  the  county  of 
Limerick,  was  founded  lor  Cistercians  by  TheobuM  Fita- 
VValter,  lord  of  Carrick,  A  0.  12(15.  Tlio  last  abbot  waa 
John  O'Mulryan,  when  in  \'>M)  this  abbey  was  suppressed,  and 
in  the  Sth  of  Klizabetli,  eleven  rectories  and  tilleen  townlamU, 
in  tho  counties  of  Limerick  and  Kerry,  were  ({ranted  at  An 
annual  rent  to  I'eter  Walsh,  who  was  also  by  compact  obliged 
to  maintain  one  horseman  on  the  iironiises  || 

Thk  aiiuky  of  Tbacton  (Do  Alba  Tractu),  in  tho  barony  of 
Kinalea,  county  of  Cork,  sviw  founded  by.  Maurice  Mac  Carthy 
for  Cistercians,  a. u.  122 1.  In  LtHO  it  was  enacted  that  no  inero 
Irishman  should  be  suft'erod  to  make  his  profesniim  in  this 
abbey.     Tho  abbot  of  Tracton  sat  aji  a  baron  in  |)arlianieiit. 
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In  lAAH  lh«  abbay  uml  iti  pauoiuicina  wurv  (;"■"'*"'  '■/  ''•liw- 
lieth  III  Hir  JaiiK'H  Cnii);,  cm  lii»  |>nyiiiK  »  lin«  of  £1  1A»  i  tliuy 
wcru  nftt^rwfirilH  ttHni^iuHl  lu  Kichiinl,  oarl  of  Cutk,  wlio  pMHHOil 
B  (intcnl  for  till-  muni'  in  llio  7tli  nf  Jniiicii  I* 

Tliimo  ri-ligioua  coiiuiiunitii't  iiniiully  ili>ni);iintt'il  "  iiivnilicant 
nnltTH,"  hail,  liiiriiiK  tlii"  cvntiiry,arrivuil  in  Irelunil,  for  wlioui 
the  folluwing  convonU  liail  been  oataltliiliotl: —  , 


(■ONVKNTH  OF  TDK  IHIM|NM:AN  IIKIIKH  KOI'NUEI)  IN  Till!: 
TlllllTKKSTH  «,K.NTll|lV. 

Thm  ciinvknt  of  Rt  StvioDR,  Oiihlin,  on  tlio  north  li«nk 
nf  the  liilli'V,  uhil  on  Ihu  Hitu  of  thii  iin-neiil  Koiir  ('oiirm,  wai 
fnunilfil  aliiiut  the  year  llillt  by  Williiim  Maroni'lial  the  rlilur, 
•■rl  of  l'«iiibroke,  for  nionk>  of  tln«  (lintiTriiiii  OnhT  Kiyht 
jaan  after  thin  (wriml  the  Uoniinionnii  urrivuil  in  Iri'liiiul,  at 
which  lime  (I2:'4)  tho'Cisteri'iiinfi  rcni^'ni'il  thin  I'fitililinhini'iit 
of  Ht.  Suvioiir  into  tliuir  |»miiL'HHiiin,  on  comlition,  that  on  thu 
feaat  of  the  Nattvity,  thi<y  nhonlil  oIKt  a  li);htril  taper  at  the 
•bbey  of  St.  Mary,  in  acknowli'ilgnient  that  tlii«  nioniiatery 
dill  orifiinaily  lielonjf  to  the  Cisten-ian  Orilerf  John  Derer, 
mayor  of  Dnlilin  in  1380,  waa  one  of  iin  i)iiiioi|>ttl  lionofHi'tora; 
he  re|iairei|  ami  ailnrncil  the  chiin'li  with  n  run^e  of  nuusive 
liillan,  uiiil  afterwarils  completeil  anil  hiMuititii'il  ihi>  hifih  ultar, 
I'he  frinrHof  tliia  hoime  wore  iliatin!;ni»hi'il  proinnlL'rs  of  litera- 
ture in  thoHe  ilayn,  ami  in  1421  sncceeileil  in  entahlishiiiK  a 
a<-hool  of  philoaophy  anil  of  divinity  on  Uxher's  Islaiiil,  On 
this  occiuion  it  wuh  that  they  hail  cauaeil  a  hriil^e  to  liu  erected 
■eroaa  the  LiHey,  whii-li  i\m  been  since  known  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Old  llriilge  "t  Uuriiin  the  thirteenth  century  there  hud  lieon 
three  general  cliapti-ra  held  in  tliia  convontand  n  fourth  in  l^tlii. 
Tlie  laHt  prior  wuh  I'atrick  Ilay :  and  by  an  iiu|uiaition  held  in 
the  33ril  of  Henry  VIII.,  the  |ms»esHion»  in  the  county  of 
Meatli,  consisting;  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  with  six 
mesauaei's,  were  ).'ranteil  to  Hir  I'lioinas  (Jusafce;  while  in  the 
2(lth  ut  Kli/jibeth,  the  convent,  with  diners  pro|>erty  in  the 
rJty  of  Uuhlin,  was  jjiven  to  (Jeralil,  earl  of  Orniond,  for  ilvcr, 
in  free  soccajje,  at  llio  yearly  rent  of  20s.  Irish  nionoy.§ 

TiiK  coNVKNT  OF  Dhooiikda,  undcr  the  invocation  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  was  founded  bv  Luke  Nctterville,  archbishop 
of  Arnia)j;h,   1224.     liichard  ll.  and  Henry  IV.  were  great 
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IxtnefrK'ton  tii  lhi«  oimvonl.  Kour  Kpnoriil  chapter'  lin'l  lii'cii 
held  liiro,  niiincly:  in  12!H),  |H(),'i,  l.'MT,  Mli.  Th»  Iwt  prior 
WW  IVirr  l/ewM|  miil  in  ihu  3dth  uf  Henry  VIII. .thin  friary, 
with  variuiit  huiiain,  )(i>''>1<'<h  and  twelvn  acrr*  of  land  ncnr 
DroKhoila,  wan  )(raiiltMl  to  Waltur  Dnwilull  and  Kilward  ll«cko, 
at  ihii  annual  rent  of  i».  2d.  Iriili  nionuy.* 

TiiK  lli.ACK  AiiKT  III  Kii.KiiMMT  wiu  foundrd  in  honor  of 
tlio  Holy  Trinity,  i'or  Doniinicuna,  liy  Wiliiurn  Muruclial, 
junior,  earl  of  I'l'inlirokv,  in  the  ycnr  122,').  Thia  ratahliih- 
ment  inaintniniMl  for  ccnturiiMi  a  hi^h  rank  in  the  order;  four 

?»neral  i-haplcrn  hnvo  Iwcn  hvhl  in  it,  namely:  thoae  of  I2HI, 
3112,  l.'tOII,  and  !:il)S.t  lln  liut  prior  wai  Petor  Cnntwell; 
and  in  tho  -H.^th  of  Henry  VIII  ,  an  ini|iiiiiition  wa*  h(dd,  whon 
th«  iHinHrmiiotiii,  i'onaintin)(  of  twenty-four  houso,  Hixteen 
^ariluni,  niiu'teen  uorm  in  Kilkenny,  with  on«  hundred  and 
twenty  ncrea,  nine  nicHua);e«  ami  llie  titlieo  and  allera^es  of 
tho  winie,  were  ({ranted  to  Walter  Archer,  the  lorcrciKn,  ami 
to  tlie  hurKeaiwK  and  connnonality  of  Kilkenny,  for  uror,  at  the 
annual  rent  uf  12ii.  4(1.  Irish  money.)  Tliia  ancient  and  beau- 
tiful ahljoy  had  lioeii  eiitiri'ly  domolinlied,  with  the  exception 
nf  the  tower  and  the  prinui|«>l  south  aiile  of  tho  church. 
During  the  tirent  national  sirufifile  of  the  nineteenth  century, 
when  millions  in  cliiiina  insisted  on  the  ri^ht  nf  l)ein)(  free,  tno 
nnuieroiis  iiiHuenlial  meetings  of  the  spirited  citiaena  of 
Kilkenny,  held  in  the  Illack  Abbey,  ahoulil )«  for  ever  rvconled 
in  the  annnis  of  Ireland.  Alnnit  the  yt>ar  IHIR  the  abbey  waa 
re|>aircd  and  heautilled  in  a  style  of  superior  elcf^ance ;  while 
ita  immeiiso  stalely  window  of  atoineil  f;!nas,  ami  the  other 
interior  decoriitions,  contraatcd  with  tlip  ivy-clail  tower  and 
the  niiiasivc  pile  of  mouldering  ruins  which  aurround  it,  have 
decidedly  contributed  to  remler  the  Illack  Abbey  of  Kilkenny 
one  of  the  most  venerable  and  ma);n>iicont  rumaina  of  antiquity 
in  the  kingdom. 

Tiis  coNVKMT  Of  St.  Satioui,  Waterford,  was  foun(le<t  for 
Dominicans  by  the  citizens  of  Waterford,  ill  I22li,  and  woa 
usually  denoniinuteil  "  Uluck  Kriars."§  (iencral  clinpters  had 
been  held  in  this  convent  in  the  years  1277,  1291,  and  13(K). 
The  last  prior  was  William  Marten;  and  in  the  !)4th  of  Henry 
VIII.  this  friary,  with  six  messuages  and  twenty-two  acrea  of 
land  in  the  liberties  of  Waterfonl,  was  grunted  to  Jainea  White, 
at  the  annual  rent  of  4s.  Iriah.|| 

TuR  coNVKMT  OF  St.  Mabt  (S.  Maria>  de  Insula),  in  Cork, 

*  AiiiL  .(ititi.  ;  MM.  wnt  xviii  chti),.  li,  f  Arehdall,  .MoQ. 
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wu  oroetad  on  an  ialanil  mlM  (rram-(ir«^n,  «t  tha  (outli  iiiila 
of  the  city,  \ty  riiili|>  liarry,  in  tlip  vnr  l3St!).*  K<lwnril  III. 
■ml  Hilinunil  Mnrliniur,  rarl  of  ifUtiir,  wore  it(  niiiniflrant 
henpfnclnt*.  In  tlie  AMU  uf  lUnry  VIII.,  ■  Kiiiiit  wiu  nwda 
of  ihii  i-iiAviMit,  with  l«{i  nii'Uiin^'i's  ninl  eighty  acre*  of  lanil, 
to  Williuni  lloiiruiiian,  nt  thu  uiiniiul  rent  of  (In.  ltd.  Irinli.t 

Tua  coavMT  of  Miii.i.iiiatii  v/n  fotimlod  in  li'M,  for 
Doniinirani,  hy  llio  funiily  of  Nugent.  (Icni'nil  i-honlcni  had 
Iwcn  lixld  hwo  in  li^»,  M'Jt,  1H()H.  an<l  l»ll.  In  tlui  Hth  of 
Klimlxith,  thin  convent  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  iicrun  of 
lanil  wi'ru  Kninlud  to  Wiiittir  i|o|H),  at  the  annual  rent  of  £10. 

Till  coMTKNT  or  Athihry,  in  tlio  county  of  (iaiwav,  waa 
founded  in  \Hl  l>y  Muvh-r  l)e  lluruiin^haui,  baron  of  Atlu'nry. 
General  chii|iltini  were  liehl  hero  in  \H'J  and  in  lllll.  In  the 
16th  of  Kli/jilwth,  this  convent,  with  thirty  acrea  of  land,  wal 
granted  to  the  hurgiMea  of  tlio  town  of  Atlienry,  at  the 
yearly  rent  of  £1  (U.  4d  { 

Tna  convKar  of  St.  DoMiRtrx,  in  Cashol,  was  founded  by 
David  Mac  Kelly,  archhishop  of  Caahel,  in  l:!4li.  Thia  wni 
one  of  thu  iniMt  beautiful  conventH  of  the  Dominican  Onler  in 
Ireland,  and  ifeiieral  chaptum  were  held  in  it  in  tlieyears  12H!) 
and  1H(I7.  Kdward  lirown  was  the  lait  prior,  when  in  the 
35th  of  Henry  VIII.  it  waa  granted  to  Walter  Fleming,  at  an 
annual  rent  of  i:  Od.| 

The  comvknt  of  Ta«LKi,  in  Kerry,  umler  the  invnnition  of 
the  Holy  Orniu,  was  founded  by  Lord  J(din  Kiiz-Thoinas,  in 
1243.  It  became  the  general  cemetery  of  the  Desmond  family, 
and  was  suppressed^)  tliu  3lst  of  Henry  VIII. 

Tnx  coNvxNT  op  CuLRRiiNi,in  Derry,  waa  fonndcil  in  1244 
by  the  Mac  Evelins,  and  iledicated  to  the  lllessed  Virgin. 
Slianu  O'llovie  waa  the  last  prior,  when,  in  l.')42,  it  waa  sup- 
preaaed,  and  its  property  conliscated  to  the  crown.) 

Thk  oorvkht  up  Slioo  waa  founded  in  1252  by  Manrire 
Fitx-(icra)d.  During  the  general  conKscation,  it  waa  granted 
to  Sir  William  Tiudl'e.ll 

Tiix  COHVKNT  OP  St.  Mary,  Ituscommon,  had  for  its  founder 
Kelim  O'Oonor,  king  of  (^nmiught  in  1253.  In  1015  this 
convent,  with  sixty-eight  acres  of  land,  was  conferred  on 
Francis  Viscount  Valentia. 

t  Thk  convknt  of  Atiiy,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  waa 
fouiuleil,  as  it  is  sup|M>se<l,  by  the  families  of  Itiiiseles  and 
Hogans,  in  the  year  1257.     General  chapters  had  been  held 

*  Hib.  Doin.      t  tliief  K«inifn. ;  Kc  vent.  six.  chap.  ti.       X  CUitt  Rernvm. 
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in  thin  ninveiit  in  lil'*fl,  U!l•^,  nml  lilDS.  It  wm  vrantiKl  in  iliu 
HAtli  of  llunry  VIII  ,  liiKelliiT  witli  HI'ty  iU'rc«  iif  |«ttiir(' land 
un  tliu  lUrriiw,  tn  Martin  IVIIcn,  ut  un  iinniml  rent  iil  'i».  Mil.* 

'I'liK  coKTiiNT  or  St.  Miry,  in  Trtni,  I'ounty  of  Meutli,  wu 
erorti'il  hy  Heoffny  l>e  (lenrvillo  in  N)IH.  (ivnonil  olMptan 
hail  Ihm-ii  livid  hvra  in  U8A,  l.'MM),  nml  l;il5;inil  ilurin^  tliu 
ni'tvcnlli  ci'ntnry  llirep  |uirliiinivnlii  liuil  Ih-oh  convrnvil  in  thi> 
eonvvnt.  In  tli«  ■flat  ul'  Henry  VlITi  lliu  |)ru|ivrty  wui  con- 
lincutc'd  tn  tliif  crown. 

Thkcontkiiit  or  Ahklow,  county  of  Wicklow,  wan  fonmlcil 
by  Tlu'oliiil.l  I'iix-VVulti-r  in  I2K4.  In  tile  Mtth  of  Ilonr^  VIII 
thin  friury,  togutliur  with  aixteen  ucrca  uf  luml,  wax  K'**")  '" 
John  'rnivcm.f 

I'liK  coNVKNT  UF  ItiHiiiiKRcAN,  in  tliu  ciMintv  nf  Kilkenny, 
wus  foundol  in  l:!ti7.  In  thu  Mft  of  Henry  VIII.,  thin  con- 
vent, with  iiixty  Rcrt'H  of  liincl,  was  f;rantvil  to  John  I'arkvr. 

TuK  coNviiRT  or  Yoi-uiui,,  wuh  I'ouniluil  liv  'riioniiia,  lord 
OHkly,  in  llJtiM.  In  the  2:ird  of  tlliwheth,  tliis  convent  iinil 
eleven  liontea  in  the  town  of  Vougliiil  were  grunted  to  Wil- 
liuni  Wiilnh,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  2a.  Iriah.^ 

'I'm  coRvxKT  OF  LoRHAH,  County  of  Tipiicniry,  wait 
erected  liy  Wulter  linrke,  earl  of  UUtert  a.d.  IHliO.  General 
cluipterH  had  been  held  here  in  IvIOl  and  Ili88.{  In  the  35th 
iif  lleiiry  Vlll.it  was  nuppreasod. 

Thk  cuMViiMT  OF  UATHDRtN,  in  tlio  countv  of  Aluyo,  hail 
for  ilH  founder  Sir  William  IlurKh,  in  1274.  In  1577,  thia 
convent,  with  nix  quurtora  of  land,  won  f;ivun  to  Thoinua 
IJextcr,  at  lliu  yeurlv  rent  of  2a.  Iriali. 

TiiK  coNVKHT  or  UKRBr  wa3  founded  hy  O'Donnel,  junior, 
prince  o|  TirconneU,  in  1274.  In  the  'M>i\\  Henry  VIII.  thia 
convent  U'eunie  a  ruin. 

TiiK  coNVKMT  or  KiLHALLocK,  in  the  county  of  Limerick, 
was  founded  liy  (iilbert,  aon  of  John,  loril  Ulliily,  in  12U1.     A 

t;enerul  cliupter  ua.s  held  hero  in  1340.  In  the  36tli  of  ICIiza- 
lelh,  a  grant  was  nimle  of  thia  convent  to  the  aovereign  and 
commonalty  of  Ktlmallock.S 


CONVKNT.S  OF  THK  FRAN(UKt;AN  OltOICn  FOUNDED  IN  TIIK 
TIIIHTKENTH  fKSTUKY. 

Tui  Fraxcibcan  Convkst  or  Yodoiial,  the  jiarent  eatabliah- 
ment  of  that  order  in  Ireland,  wa.s  founded  by  Maurice  Fit/.- 
Gonild,  A.D.  1231.     The  founder  wa»  lord  justice  of   Irebnd 

•  Aua.-tloD.        t  IJ-        t  ti.        i  lliU.  l>i,in.  11.  mo.        u  AiuLOia. 
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in  MM.  alter  which  li«  retired  to  thii  convent  and  enilimctMl 
the  iiiHtitute  of  Ht  l''ruiu'i«.*  Iletlicil  in  IDA?, anil  wan  buried 
in  hi*  convent  of  Youifhal.  Tlii*  Mmy  cnnliniicil  for  manjr 
ccnlurit'H  th«  iisnul  cuiiiotary  of  ihu  l)«'»nii>n<l  faniiiv.  I'ro 
vinciuUlmptvi-H  had  btrn  hidil  h'Ti'  in  i:ilN),  1.112,  13:11,  lAIH, 
and  15.11 ;  whih>  In  Ui>U  thr  I'l'torniation  nf  lli«  .Strict  Olmer- 
vanlx  hail  iHtin  rcccivud.f  Uurin);  tlio  terror*  of  Kliuilipth'a 
reign  thin  cxIi'nHivu  convent  had  Iwcn  |iill.if(od,  nn<l  so  com- 
|iluti'lv  d«in'>lii<lu'd,  that  not  evi'n  »  iiin;.'li'  vt'iti)((>  of  Ita  mini 
was  alloweil  to  runiiiin.  Thoui  of  tlio  conininnity  who  had 
rM'ji|M!d  till'  Htorm,  flinl  for  rcfii;{«  into  tlio  inountaiHii  of  tho 
county  ol  Watcrfiird,  wlicrii  thuy  were  [irolccted,  anil  at  length 
nettled  ill  n  rutiroil  Iml  b<Miiitilul  <|iot  culled  (jurraKhvoii, 
under  the  |iatrona)re  of  the  noble,  |iutriotic,  and  U'lievolent 
family  of  l)roniana|;li. 

Till  coNVXHT  or  CtRHiCKViinoua,  hi  the  county  nf  Antrim, 
had  tiir  itn  foumlor  llii|{h  l)v  Lncy,  ad.  MM  \  In  11117  thia 
convent  wan  refiirined  by  tho  Kirict  Oliaervanis,  and  ii  |ir<i- 
viiicial  chii|itur  waa  hold  here  in  l.^iK).  It  waa  Ki'»>led  in  tho 
8;ird  of  Henry  VIM.  to  Sir  Kdmunil  KiK-Cienild  S 

Thr  l-'KANciacAN  Ounvrxt  or  Kii.kxxnv  wni  loumled  for 
Cunventiiala  by  Itichnrd  Aiuri'srliul,  eurl  of  I'enibroke,  ad. 
1K1I4.I  Provincial  chaplent  hud  bvun  held  here  in  1*207  ami 
l.'UIH.  Thia  convent  hud  Ix-cn  reinurkable  for  ita  learned  men, 
among  whom  nuiy  lie  noticed  the  ceh'bratvd  annnliit,  John 
Clynn,  in  134H.  The  Initt  guardiun  wiia  iSitrick  Uelaiiy,  anil 
in  tho  :j5th  Henry  VIII.,  tho  abbey,  with  ita  apinirtuimncpa, 
iiiiio  townlandu,  including  Uonnioie  and  Kill'eragh,  niu grunted 
to  the  sovereign,  biirgessen,  ami  comnioiiulty  of  Kilkenny.^ 
Thia  ii|>acioua  iibbey,  delightfully  aituutud  on  the  bunka  of  the 
Noru,  did  III  ancient  tiiiiea  occu|iy  thu  entire  aitc  from  the 
river  to  the  »treut  of  Jriahtown,  while  the  vonorablo  ruina 
which  alone  have  Hurvivcd  the  wrt!ck,  clearly  be«|)eak  ita 
former  eleguncu  and  grandeur.  The  great  ciiancel  of  the 
church  ntilT  reinaina,  together  with  ita  tower  both  light  and 
lofty,  and  which,  for  iiculness  of  deiiign  and  uxuciition,  haa 
been  greatly  adniiivd.  Ita  hulla  of  philosophy  and  of  divinity 
continued  to  lie  fre<|ueiited  t'oraaerioiiof  yeara,  while  iimnvof 
tho  memorable  events  of  the  aoventeenth  century,  t'orin  no  in- 
considerable treat  in  tho  hiatoricul  recorda  of  thia  oiice-cele- 
brate<l  and  lieaiitifiil  abbey. 

Thk  costkmt  op  St.  Frahcib,  in  Dublin  waa  founded 
a.D.  I:t3ti,  in  that  imrt  of  the  city  which  ia  now  called  Francia- 
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■tract;  Iffiiry  III.  patrnniniiig  the  ImildinK,  and  lUlph  la 
I'lirliT  ImvliiK  ((rantod  nn  exti'iiiiivK  iinil  ninvi^niunt  lite  for 
the  erectiiiii  llu>re<if.*  Ilt'niilca  Henry  III. and  Kdw«ril  I.,  this 
convunt  hail  iiiiiniTinis  iHuiufucUin,  the  iiwMt  infliientUI  o( 
whom  wi're  llartholonii'w  C'ruxlt,  mi  iiifluentiul  citiicn,  and 
Jolin  la  Uecer,  nutyur  of  Uulilin  in  13UH,  Ias  Uccer  eroctwl 
•  beautiful  vha|Nd  in  tliu  rhiirch  of  thia  convent,  which  waa 
doilicaii'il  lotliH  HIcufd  Viruin.aiid  in  which  he  wa>  intcrrcd.t 
In  the  )>4lh  of  llunry  VIII.,  tlie  convent,  with  iu  appurto- 
naiicvii,  four  hoimo  in  Krancia.itri-et  and  «ix  arrus  of  nieiulow 
nuar  (lunilalkin,  wiiii  jjriiiituil  to  Tlioman  Stv|ih«Mii,  to  Ixi  held 
in  caplle  for  over,  at  the  nnnuiil  rent  of  i».  Irish.{ 

Thk  comvkxt  of  Miiltifkrmam,  in  the  barony  of  Oorkarjr 
and  county  of  Wc«lma«th,  wan  founded  for  (^nvontuali  by 
WilliiiMi  IHdaniar,  in  tho  ycur  l2:tH.(  Tho  reformation  of 
(he  Strict  Olwvrvjintii  had  been  adopted  here  in  U6U,  and  in 
l!>iy  a  provini'iul  rhiiptcr  hiid  been  liehl  in  thiaablK'y.  In  the 
Hth  of  ilonry  VIII.,  the  convent  of  Mulliffriiiim  and  iU  ap- 
purtcnnnrea,  a  wutcr-niill  and  tliirty  acrca  of  arable  land,  woro 
Kcanti-d  ti>  Edmund  Kiehl,  I'atricli  Clynch,  and  Philip  Pen- 
tenuy,  at  a  fine  of  £W  and  the  annual  rent  of  4a.||  When  the 
fury  of  iho  atonn.crentod  by  Henry  and  Kliznbeth,  had  aome- 
wliat  auliaidoil,  thia  convent  wna  a)(ain  placed  in  the  poaaeaaion 
of  tho  Franciscnna,  ami  continued  in  iheir  lianda  during  the 
reif(n  of  ChiirleH  I.,  unlit  it  waa  at  length  coniniitted  to  the 
llainea  by  the  Itnchforda,  a  |iowerful  fitinily  in  thia  country. 
The  wullit  of  thi'  cloiAter  arq  atill  complete,  while  the  aur- 
rounding  ruina,  with  the  atuupl^  riaing  from  a.  ainall  arch  to 
nearly  llio  height  of  one  hundred  ket,  and  aituate  on  tho 
bordera  of  a  delightful  lake,  contribute  to  render  tho  whole 
acene ut  once  iiictiirciiijue  and  inngnilicent.  liy  the  united  exer- 
tionaof  a  spirited  public,  thia  ablx-y  hoa  been  lately  rebuilt,  and 
la  now  rmiahed  in  a  atyle  altogether  worthy  the  recollections 
of  ita  I'orincr  greatneaa.  Tho  convent  of  Multiferiiaiii  stands, 
and  its  abliey  flouriahoa,  while  tho  dea|)oiler  and  the  plunderer 
have  disap|>cared,  both  alike  laid  low,  and  long  since  levelled  to  . 
tho  dust. 

TuR  FnAMCiscAM  CoavEXT  or  Cois,1  uaually  called  Gray 

*  Warn  Mim.        t  I'etnliriKO. 

t  Au<l. -(it'll.  -  For  tlu>  n* wttlemeut  of  tho  f^mncijtcan  oomiuUDity  in  Dublin, 
thfir  «tilfehiiK<*  '"  ilt'fi'"''''  of  tlie  n-li^iim  of  tlii!  tt>iintry.  anil  tlio  erectiun  of 
ttifir  *|iai'ii(tii  anil  ii'tcniliil  cliun'ti  nn  MrrL-hanti'  Vnay>  th*'  rraitiT  miut  Im 
ii-ffrreil  U,  c**ntitni-«  xvtii.  anil  xii.  cliap.  ii.  Thv  mhw  rafurvnue  (it  mtut  be 
ii)m4TVi!iI)  in  »|i|ilie«liti>  aliMi  to  vanoiia  cunvi'ntx  iif  tho  Doimnican,  AugustiDiiin 
Anil  1  'ann«]it4!  onloni. 

Ii  Arvhitall,  Miin.         1:  Aml..<ieli.         *  .S«e  crnt  xviii,  and  lii.  L-hap.  ii. 
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Alilwri  WM  fuundad  for  ()onv«ntual  KraiiciKani  by  Philip 
l'r»ii<iari(ut,  mi  thu  nnrtli  liilu  of  tliu  rity,  to.  \H».*  Ilanrjr 
III.  aii'I  Kiiwnnl  I.  wuru  Krenl  liutKifaotun  to  this  con v«iit. 
A  Kroviiicml  i'Iiu|iI<t  liail  Ihi«ii  hold  Ihtu  in  MUl ;  iind  alMint 
Ihtt  cl<Ma  of  till)  liititcntli  century,  tliu  riiiu  of  tli«  Htrint 
OWrviinu  linil  Im-vii  ui|ii|itf<l,  Muveral  illu»trioii>  meiiilwn  of 
the  liouM)  uf  Ih'miionil  liail  IxMn  iiiturrvd  within  ths  w*lli  of 
this  abboy,  iMrticnUrly  C'oruinc,  kiii^  of  Dutinonil,  in  1947; 
Dormot,  in  WA,  nnrl  Thmloiuit  In  Ilia.  In  Iho  8th  of  Kliu- 
Iwtli,  till*  <:i<nvent,  with  ita  u|>|>iirtuiium'i*ii,  forty  iicrai,  kiiJ 
•uvi-n  unnlrnii,  wm  ^rantcil  to  Andrt-w  Skydii*  and  h\%  huirii 
in  ('ii|>itt',  ut  the  iinniiiil  rent  of  £i  IKn.  Mil.  Irish. t  / 

Tim  iiiNVKNT  ur  l>H(MiHiiOA  was  erected  nunr  the  north  liaa 
of  the  Itoyne,  hy  the  funilv  of  I'lunkct,  for  Conventuals,  in 
the  vear  liUi-t  This  foundation  is  by  some  writers  attribulutl 
til  tliu  Durcy  faiiiilpr,  from  the  |mrticular  situation  of  their 
lonib,  which  ttoml  in  the  cenlri)  of  thu  choir.  It  is  certain, 
however,  that  this  family  hud  not  arrived  in  Ireland  until  at 
least  the  coiiiniuncenient  of  the  fourteenth  century.  The 
convent  uf  Dro^heda  was  the  head  of  a  wardenship,  and  in 
151H  the  Uhservants  were  |>liu;e<l  here.  Itichard  Molane  waa 
the  last  Kiiunlian,  when,  in  thu  -Mtli  of  Henry  VIII.,  thia 
convent,  with  it*  anpurleimnces,  six  acres  of  meadow,  and  a 
niesaiiaKe  in  Sworila,  was  );raiite<l  to  Uerahl  Aylnier,  in  cajiita 
for  ever,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3s  M.  Irish.} 

TiiK  covvmT  or  WATiRroao  was  erected  for  Conventual 
Kraiiciscan.i,  in  1^4U,  by  Sir  Ilu^h  I'urcel,  and  at  the  dote  of 
the  same  year  thu  fouiuler  was  inturreil  at  the  rif^lit  hand  side 
of  the  hi^li  altar.  I'rovincial  chujiters  hail  been  held  here  in 
i  1317  and  in  UilU.  In  the  .'IHrd  of  Henry  VIII.,  John  Lynch 
being  the  lust  guardian,  this  convunt   was   contiscatud    and 

f;rantad  to  I'utrick  Walsh,  at  the  annual  rent  of  Us.  4d  J  Tho 
lospilal  of  the  lloly  (J  heat  has  boon  erected  on  a  |X)rtiou  of 
ita  ruins. 

Tui  coMTiiiT  OF  Ehiiis,  county  of  Clare,  waa  founded  in 
1240,byUoiianhCarbracO'llrian,lorConvcntual  Franciscans.^ 
Derniod  and  Alalthuw  O'Urian,  princes  of  Tlioniond,  had  been 
uiuniliccnt  buiiefuctors,  while  this  abbey  continued  for  cen- 
turies the  usual  cemetery  of  the  Tliomoiid  family.  In  1.177,  it 
was  confiscated  anil  reverted  to  the  crown,  and  in  1021  was 
ultimately  hi>atoweil  on  a  favourite  named  William  Dongan." 
Thi  cuavERT  or  Athlomi,  situated  on  the  east  side  of  tlia 

*  WsililiiiK,  Anusl.  Mkii.        t  AiulOro.        (  Wuldinii. 
«  Aua..llrn.  •  WstUisK.  Anusl.  Uin.  "  BoUs. 
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Shannon,  in  the  county  of  Wcatmeath,  waa  founded  for  Con- 
ventuals hy  Cathal  Dvarg  U'Conor,  prince  of  Oonnauffht,  in 
1241.*  Un  the  death  of  the  founder,  which  occurred  during 
the  name  year,  the  building  waa  completed  by  Hir  Henry 
Dillon,  and  in  1242  the  great  church  waa  consecratefl  by 
Albert,  archbishop  of  Armagh.  Ilenry  III.  was  a  munificent 
benefactor  to  this,  con  vent;  having,  among  other  <loiiutions, 
grunted  the  «um  of  £20,  payable  annually  on  the  feast  of  All 
saints,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  habits  for  the  friars  minors 
of  Athlono,  Waterford,  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Kilkenny,  In  the 
31st  (tf  Ilenry  Vlll.,  this  ancient  convent  was  suppressed  and 
conliscatod  to  the  crown. 

Thk  corvknt  or  Wkxfobd. — According  to  an  ancient  and 
concurrent  tradition,  the  Conventual  Franciscans  settled  in 
Wexford  about  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  having 
been  accommodated  and  amply  assisted  by  the  KnighlJi  Hospi- 
tallers, who  were  at  the  time  in  iiossession  of  an  extensive 
establiKhiiicnt  in  that  town.  The  Conventuals  of  this  house 
adopted  the  more  sti;ict  reformation  of  the  Observants,  a.d. 
l48tS;  and  it  continued  regularly  in  the  hands  of  their  succes- 
sors until  the  35th  of  Ilenry  VIlI.,  when  this  convent,  with  ita 
apnurtenancck  and  eight  burgesses  in  the  town  of  Wexford, 
valued  at  1 7a  ,^were  granted  for  ever,  in  capite,  to  Paul  Turner 
and  James  Dcrereus,  at  the  annual  rent  of  lOd.  Irish. f  Dur- 
ing the  storms  which  blew  over  the  sixteenth  and  subsetjuent 
centuries,  the  members  of  this  establishment  remained  unin- 
timidated ;  attbrding  such  a  display  of  Christian  heroism,  as 
might  well  become  the  spirit  and  character  of  primitive  times. 
The  illustration  of  this  remark  shall,  however,  be  reserved  for 
its  proper  pl^ce,  and  may  be  found  in  the  history  of  tho 
seventeenth  century. 

The  convkmt  of  Limrrick  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  111.  by  Walter  Dc  Burgh,  pari  of  Ulster.}  Edward  I. 
had  been  among  its  principal  benefactors.  In  1534  this  con- 
vent was  reformed  by  the  Observants,  and  in  the  35tli  of 
Henry  VIII.  it  was  granted,  with  ten  messuages  and  ten 
gardens,  to  Edmund  Sexton'  at  the  annual  rent  of  2s.  Irisli.$ 

Thk  coMVKNr  of  Casuel,  usually  called  Hackct's  Abbey, 
was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  William  Hacket, 
for  Conventual  Franciscans.  The  Strict  Observants  reformed 
this  convent  in  1538,  and  in  the  3Uth  of  Henry  VHI.  it  was 
granted  to  Edmund  Butler,  at  the  annual  rent  of  28.  lUd. 

■  Ware  ;  Fifr'mtMoriiition  of  \V(«tmeath.  f^Viid-Cien, 

;  \VaildiDf{,  Aiiii^  Miu.  |  AitiL.-1<ei). 
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Thb  cokv8>t  or  DoaDAi.K  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  by  Lord  John  Dc  Verdon.  A  provincial  chapter 
was  held  hero  in  1282.  This  convent,  with  four  acres  of  land 
and  a  parit,  was  given  in  tlie  3Sth  of  ilcnry  VIII.  to  James 
Urundon.* 

Thb  cONrRNT  of  Abdfkbt,  in  Kerry,  was  founded  in  1253 
bv  Thonius,  lord  of  Kerry,  for  Conventuals.  In  the  3dth  of 
llenry  VIII.  this  convent  became  a  ruin. 

Tub  conteiit  or  Kildarr  was  erected  by  ImtiI  William  De 
Vesey  in  1 2I>U,  and  was  completed  by  Gerald  Fitz-Maurice, 
Ijord  Ottalcy.  The  reformation  of  the  Strict  Observants  was 
receivoil  here  in  1520.  A  grant  was  made  of  this  convent  in 
the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.  to  Daniel  Sutton.t 

Thb  convbnt  of  Clank,  in  the  county  of  Kildore,  was 
founded  in  I2()0  .by  Uerald  Fitz-Maurice,  Lord  Uflaley.  A 
provincial  chapter  wtu  held  here  in  1345,  and  in  the  24th  of 
Henry  VIII.  it  was  given  to  Robert  Eustace  and  John  Trevors, 
at  an  annual  rent  of  2a.  4d. 

Tni  coNVKNT  or  Aruaqh  had  for  its  founder  Patrick 
Scunlun,  archbishop  of  Armagh,  in  ,12ti3,  and  in  1518  it  was 
reformed  by  the  Observants.  In  the  sixteenth  century  it 
became  involved  in  the  general  confiscation. 

Tub  cohvbmt  or  Clonmkl  was  founded  in  1269  by  Otho  De 
Grandison,  for  Conventuals,  and  was  reformed  by  tho  Obser- 
vants in  153n.{  Kobert  Tnivers  was  the  last-guardian,  when, 
in  the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.,  a  moiety,  consisting  of  four 
liouses  and  twenty  ncres  of  land,  was  granted  to  the  sovereign 
and  commonalty  of  Clonmel ;  the  other  moiety  was  given  to 
James,  earl  of  Orniond.§ 

Thb  convbnt  or  Nrnaou,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  was 
erected  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  the  Butler  family.      A 

1)rovincial  chapter  was  held  here  in  1344,  and  in  the  30th  of 
Henry  VIII.  it  was  granted  to  Robert  Collon, 

Thb  convk|it  of  Wicklow  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  HI.  by  the  O'Uyrnes  and  O'Tooles.;  Dcrmod  O'Moore 
was  the  last  guardian,  when  in  tho  17th  of  Elizabeth  it  was 
consigned  to  Henry  Harrington,  at  a  trifling  fine.] 

Thb  convbnt  or  Trim,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  was 
founded  by  the  familv  of  Plunket.  The  Strict  Observants  had 
been  here  in  1325.  I'his  convent,  in  the  34th  of  Henry  Vlil.) 
was  granted  to  John  Wakely,  at  a  rent  of  2s.  lOd.^ 

Thb  convbnt  or  Clark-Galway,  in  tho  barony  of  Clare, 

^  Aii«L-Geu.        t  Chief  Remero.        X  Wiuiduig,  AimaL  Min. 
;  Aud..(i«ii.  Ii  Id.  lid. 
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conntv  of  Galway,  was  founded  by  John  De  Cof^n,  in  the 
year  1890.  Thomas,  Lord  Athenry,  was  one  of  its  most  muni- 
ficent benefactors.  In  the  33rd  of  Ilenry  III.,  it  was  confis- 
cate<l  to  the  crown. 

The  comvkmt  of  Bdttevaht,  in  the  county  of  Cork,  waa 
erected  by  David  O^'e  Barry,  lord  Buttevant,  in  tllUO.  In 
1545  it  was  conHscated  to  ttio  crown. 

Thk  contest  of  Gai.way  was  founded  in  St.  Stephen's 
Island,  beyond  the  north  gate  of  the  town,  by  Sir  William 
De  Burgo,  a.d.  1296.*  This  convent  continued  for  many 
years  the  usual  cemetery  of  that  and  of  many  other  nobfe 
lamilles.  I^vincial  chapters  had  been  held  here  in  the  yean 
1470,  1522,  and  1562.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  became 
involved  in  the  general  wreck,  and  reiicrtod  to  the  crown. 

The  convrnt  of  Galbally,  Ih  the  county  of  Limerick, 
was  founded  by  the  O'Brian  family,  at  the  close  of  the 
thirteenth  century.  In  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  was  given 
to  John  of  Desmond. 

The  oomvkht  of  KiixKiaii,  in  the  King's  County,  was 
erected  by  the  O'Conors,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  This  con- 
vent was  given  in  1542  to  John  Allee. 

The  convent  or  Itoss,  in  the  county  of  Wexford,  was 
foimdcd  by  Sir  John  Dovereux  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
Among  other  benefactions,  the  founder  granted  to  this  convent 
a  certain  duty  op  all  ships  coming  into  the  port  of  Ross.  A 
provincial  chapter  was  held  here  m  1318.  In  1540,  this  con- 
vent was  suppressed  and  granted  to  James,  earl  of  Onnond.t 

CONVENTS  OF  THE  AtJ0<J8TINIAN  ORDER  FOUNDED  IN  THE 
THIRTEENTH  CENTURY. 

The  convent  of  the  Holt  Tbinitt,  in  Dublin,'  was 
founded  for  friars  of  the  order  of  St.  Augustin,  and  on  the 
site  where  Crow-street  now  stands,  by  a  member  of  the  family 
tif  Tall)Ot,  A.B.  1259.  This  convent  was  a  general  college  for 
the  brethren  of  that  institute  in  Ireland.  In  the  34th  of 
Henry  VIII.,  it  was  granted,  together  with  ten  houses,  three 
orchards  an<l  ten  gardens  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew;  four 
acres  and  a  park  oi  six  acres  near  College-green ;  two  houses 
and  gardens  in  Patrick-street ;  three  houses  and  three  gardens 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Michan,  and  ninety-three  acres  in  Tobber- 
boync,  for  ever,  to  Walter  Tyrrel,  at  tlie  annual  rent  of  6s. 
Irisht 

Tub  content  op  Tippkbabv  was  founded  for  Augustinians 

*  Wtulding  ;  Lotlgo,  vol.  ii.         t  HafrU'  Tab.        J  Alid..(ien. 
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in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  Donatus  O'Qnirk  wia  the  lut 
prior,  and  in  the  Slat  of  Henry  VUI.,  thia  convent  with  twenty- 
three  houses,  ninoty-two  acres,  and  a  mill  in  Tipperary  was 
given  to  Uerinod  Kyan,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  8d.* 

Tai  COMVKNT  or  Cork,  now  called  the  Red  Abbey,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  city,  was  erected  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I. 
In  the  19tli  of  Elizabeth,  a  grant  was  made  of  this  abbey,  with 
sixteen  houses  and  gardens,  to  Cormac  Teige  Mac  Carthy,  at 
an  annual  rent  of  Ifis.  Sd.f 

Thb  comvkmt  or  Lihsrick,  situated  near  Quay-lane,  was 
founde<l  in  the  thirteenth  century,  by  O'Brian,  a  descendant 
of  the  kings  of  Thomond.  The  prior  of  this  house  had  the 
first  voice  in  the  election  of/>  the  mayor,  bailifls,  and  other 
officers  in  the  city  of  Limerick.  Stephen  Sexton  was  t)ie  last 
.prior  in  1(94,  when  the  commissioners  seized  on  eighteen 
nouses,  sixteen  gardens,  eichty-six  acres  and  the  rectory  of 
the  church  of  St.  John  in  tKe  suburbs,  a  parcel  of  the  posses- 
sions; tlicie  with  various  otuer  property  were  afterwards  an- 
nexed to  the  crown 4  ) 

TuK  coHVKiiT  or  Droorsda  was  founded  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  and  was  afterwards  repaired  by  the  family  of 
Brandon.  A  provincial  chapter  was  held  here  in  ISSS.  In 
the  33rd  of  Henry  VIII.,  this  convent  with  its  appurtenances 
Ivas  granted  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of  Droghoda.§ 

The  convkmt  of  CLOHMiNiis,  in  the  county  of  Wexford, 
wag  founded  hy  the  family  of  Kavanagh,  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.,  but  was  considerably  enlarged  and  beautified  by 
Nicholas  Fitz-Nicholas  in  1385.  This  convent  afterwards 
passed  into  the  hands  of  the  Dominicans,  but  in  the  fif- 
teenth century  was  repossessed  by  the  Augnstinians.  Nicholas 
Wadding  was  the  last  prior,  and  in  the  35th  of  Henry  VIIL, 
this  establishment,  with  six  messuages,  twenty-six  acres,  and 
the  Dominican  Convent  of  Rnssbercun,  was  granted  for  ever, 
in  capite,  to  John  Parker,  at  the  annual  rent  of  28.  4d.  Irish.l 

The  convent  or  Dunoarvan  had  Thomas,  lord  Offiiley,  for 
its  founder,  in  1295.  The  family  of  Magrath  and  the  O'Briens 
of  Cummeraeh  were  among  its  princinal  benefactors.  In  the 
37th  of  Elizabeth,  it  was  granted,  witn  sixty-two  acres  in  the 
vicinity  of  Dnngarvan,  and  various  other  property,  to  Roger 
Dalton.t  ^ 


*  Aii(1..0eD. 
{  Harria'  T>h. 


t  Chief  RemeDi. 
II  Aud..G«l. 


t  InquisiL  Add. 
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CONVENTS  OF  TUB  CARMGMTE  ORDEIl  FOUNDED  IN  THE 
THUtTKKNTll  OENTUHY. 

Tub  c|M|M|of  OuBi.m  (White  Friani),  in  the  south 
suburbs  ^^^^^feyMy^ided  by  Sir  Itobvrt  K-igot,  cliier 
Justice  O'^^^^^^^^^^B^-^'^i  o"  !>  lot  of  );rouml  which 
Biiltinghtss.  I'nivincial  chap 
L  years  1320  and  18-'il;  and  m 
Duvencd  in  the  ercat  hall  of  this 
Tactomwere  Richard  II.,  Henry  IV., 
Siu  last  of  whom,  this  house  obtuine<l  a 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  customs  of  the 
[liam  Kelly  was  the  last  prior,  and  in 
VIII.,  tliis  convent,  with  eleven  acres, 
nine  houses,  gardens,  and  orchards,  was  granted  to  Nicholas 
Stunihurst,  at  the  annual  rent  of  2s.  6d.  It  was  afterwards 
conceded  by  K)lizabeth  to  Francis  Aungier,  created  baron  of 
Longford  in  June,  1621.* 

Tub  cohvkmt  of  LEiauuN-BRiDOE  was  founded  for  Car- 
melites by  one  of  the  Carewa,  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  III.  Edward  HI.  and  Kicliard  H.  were  among  its 
most  niunitlcont  benefactors.  In  the  35tli  of  Henry  Vtll., 
this  convent  was  annexed  to  the  crown,  and  was  afterwards 
converted  into  a  fort,  in  which  a  regular  garrison  had  been 
stationed  t 

TiiECOKVKNTOF  Arose,  in  thecounty  of  Louth,  was  founded 
by  Ralph  Peppard,  in  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  Provincial 
chapters  lud  been  held  here  in  the  years  1315,  1320,  and 
1325.  Two  provincial  synoiis  had  been  convened  here,  the 
last  of  which  was  held  in  1504.  In  the  31st  of  Henry  VIII. 
this  convent,  with  eleven  messuages,  eight  gardens,  two  parks, 
a  mill,  and  a  water-course,  was  annexed  to  tlie  crown.} 

The  convent  of  Droohioa,  on  the  Meath-side  of  the  river, 
was  erected  for  Carmelites  by  the  inhabitants  of  Drogheda,  in 
the  reign  of  Edward  I.  It  obtained  several  privileges  from 
Edward  III,,  and  particularly  from  the  parliament  of  1.468. 
In  the  33rd  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  was  confiscated  and  reverted 
to  the  crown. 

The  content  of  Galwat  was  founded  by  the  family  of 
Burgh.    This  convent  was  confiscated  in  the  same  inquisition 
with  that  of  Drogheda. 
Tub   convent  of  Ballthauau,  in  the  county  of  Mayo, 

*  Lodge,  vul.  iv.        t  )lu«>ker'j  Nnteti.      '  i  Chief  Remem. 
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derived  its  foundatiun  from  the  family  of  Prenderfnut.  It« 
la«t  |irinr  wiu  Donatus  O'Gormaly,  wht-n,'  in  tlio  84th  of 
Henry  VIII.,  it  was  granted,  with  two  ({uartcrs  of  land  anil  a 
water-mill,  to  Sir  John  King.* 

1'hk  contbht  01  Rathmuluii,  in  the  coanly  of  Donegal, 
waH  founded  for  (/armolites  in  the  ruigii  of  Edward  I. ,  In  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII.  it  inctgud  into  the  general  confiscationt. 

Thk  convkAt  of  Ca8tkk-Lyons,  in  the  county  of  CJork, 
wn»  founded  for  Carmelites  by  the  Harry  family.  In  the  8nl 
of  Klizaboth  this  convent  was  annexed  to  the  crown. 

Tub  convent  of  Kildarr  was  erected  for  Carmelites  in 
the  year  1290,  by  William  lie  Vescy.  This  convent  was  a 
general  seminary  for  the  order  in  Ireland,  and  among  its 
teachers  may  be  noticed  the  learned  David  O'Hnge,  usually 
■tyled  ill  the  annuls  of  this  period,  "  tlic  burning  light,  the 
nurror  and  ornament  of  his  country."!  In  1540,  it  became 
involved  in  the  general  wreck. 

Tns  coNVKNT  OF  TiiuRLES,  in  tl>e  county  of  Tippcrary, 
was  founded  for  Carmelites  by  the  Butler  family  about  tlie 
close  of  tho  thirteenth  century.  The  last  prior  was  Donutus 
O'Houleglwn,  and  in  the  SIst  of  Henry  VIII.,  this  convent, 
with  tiftnen  aires  of  land,  five  gardens,  and  the  prior}'  of 
Atha.s?el,  was  granted  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Orinond,  to  hold  in 
capite,  at  a  yearly  rent.  In  1562,  Elizabeth  confirpied  the 
sauie,  but  remitted  tho  reserved  rent.} 


CHAPTEU    III. 

Ueligioiu  ftnd  Literary  Character!  of  tho  Thirteenth  Century—  General 
OlMervatioua. 

Marian  O'Laoiinan,  archbishop  of  Tuam,  and  an  eminent 
canonist,  has  been  deservedly  ranked  by  our  annalLsts  among 
the  ecclesiastical  writers  of  the  thirteeenth  century.  In  1238, 
ho  was  olecteil  by  the  chapter  of  Tuam  as  successor  to  tho 
archbishop  Felix  O'Uniiden.  and  innnediatcly  after  proceeded 
to  Itonic,  where  his  election  was  confirmed  by  Gresory  IX. 
and  he  was  invested  with  the  pallium.  liefore  this  period 
Marian  undertook  a  journey  to  Jerusalem,  and  spent  some 
years  in  visiting  the  several  remarkable  places  recorded  in 
noly  writ.  Having  departed  from  Jeru.salem,  he  proceedeii 
through  the  interior  of  Palestine,  and  collected  a  variety  of 

*  Uanis'  Tub.  f  .See  cent  xiv.  ctiaii.  iii.  t  lj»*lgc,  vul.  ii. 
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DUterials  calculated  to  throw  light  on  many  of  the  difficult 
historical  luuisaf^es  of  the  aacrea  Scriptures.  An  accnrate 
detail  of  this  joumor,  together  with  his  own  elucidations,  had 
been  afterwards  published  by  Marian.*  Ho  died  at  Athlone 
on  the  24tli  of  December,  a.d.  1249. 

Thr  Adthob  of  the  Annals  of  Iniiisfallen  flourished  in  the 
year  1215.  It  is  indeed  singular  that  the  name  of  this  writer 
nas  not  been  preserved,  while  at  the  same  time  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  work  itself  forms  one  of  the  most  valuable 
remnants  of  our  ancient  national  literature.  The  annalist 
commences  v[ith'  the  history  of  the  creation,  and  in  a  brief 
perspicacious  manner,  conducts  his  reader  down  to  the  year  of 
the  Christian  era  430,  From  that  period,  he  confines  himself 
particularly  to  the  annals  of  Ireland,  of  which  he  takes  an 
apeurote  comprehensive  view,  and  continues  the  work  regularly 
to  his  own  tinie^  It  was  afterwards  brought  down  to  the 
year  1320  by  another  anonymous  author.f 

Petbr,  styled  HiBKRNicuB,  a  distinguished  philosopher, 
theologian  and  canonist,  after  having  devoted  many  years  to 
the  advancement  of  literature  in  his  own  country,  retired  nt 
length  tu  the  continent,  where  he  embraced  thj^  Franciscan 
institute  and  became  an  eminent  professor.}  He  taught  philo- 
sophy at  Naples  in  1240;  and  among  the  number  of  his  pupils 
we  feel  piu-ticular  pleasure  in  noticing  the  name  of  the  great 
St  Thomas  Aquina8.§  Ilis  virtues,  as  well  as  his  leiirnii^g,  had 
rendered  him  a  great  favourite  with  the  emperor  Frederic  H., 
by  whom  he  was  earnestly  invite<l  to  Naples,  immediately  after 
the  celebrated  schools  of  that  city  hsid  been  re-established. 
While  Peter  had  been  emplpycd  in  delivering  lectures  at 
Naples,  a  number  of  learned  duquisitions  on  both  pliilosoj)liical 
and  scriptural  subjects  proceeded  from  his  pen.  These,  it  is 
conjectured,  may  still  be  found  among  the  manuscript  copies 
in  the  libraries  and  archives  of  that  city.  His  Quodlibtta 
ITuologka  has  been  pnblished,  from  which  alone  an  estimate 
may  bu  formed  of  the  talents  and  erudition  of  this  distinguished 
Irishman. 

QoTOFRiD,as  the  writers  of  the  Bibliotheque  of  the  Domini- 
can Order  inform  us,  wi\s  a  native  of  the  city  of  Waterford, 
and  flourished  in  the  thirteenth  century.)  He  was  a  member 
of  that  order,  and  was  exceedingly  well  versed  in  the  Hebrew, 
(ireek,  Latin,  French,  and  Arabic  languages.  For  the  purpose 
of  acquiring  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  Arabic,  he  travelled 
m 

•  Watf,  Writeni.  t  I<1  *  Wndding,  ail  a.  1270. 
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into  the  eaat,  and  ipent  several  yeors  in  digesting  its  various 
dialects,  and  in  exploring  those  literary  remains  ofantiqnity 
which  lie  scattered  along  the  vast  and  desolate  plains  of  Syria, 
Asia  Minor  and  Palestine.  On  his  rotiini  to  his  native  country, 
Ootofrid  translated  the  following  works  from  the  Latin,  Greek, 
and  Arabic  into  French:  Darctis  Phrygii  Lil)er  De  jBello 
Trojano;  Eutropii  Hoinana  Ilistoria;  Aristotclls  ad  Aloxan- 
drem  I  jbcr,  qui  dicitur  Sccrotuin  Secretoruni,  seu  de  Kegi- 
mine  Kcgnm;  Libcllus  Mortalitntum.  He  has  likewise  written 
an  exposition  of  the  articles  of  faith  and  the  Lord's  Prayer,  a 
collection  of  sermons,  and  a  treatise  styled  Elencidarius,  the 
authorship  of  which  has  given  rise  to  much  controversy  among 
thJIearncd,  some  having  ascribed  it  to  St.  Anselm,  and  others 
to  Honorius  bf  Autun.* 

TiiK  Author  of  the  Annals  of  Multifeniam  flourished  about 
the  middle  of  the  tliirteenth  century.  These  invaluable  annals 
have  survived  the  wreck,  while  the  name  of  the  author  has 
unfortunately  perished.  They  commence  with  the  year  of 
Christ  45,  and  are  brought  down  to  the  year  1274.  Ware,  an 
excellent  authority  on  subjects  of  this  description,  having  first 
examineil  the  antiquity  of  the  manuscript  character,  and  after- 
wards comparing  it  with  certain  chronological  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, comes  at  length  to  a  decision  that  the  author  of 
these  annals  must  have  been  Stephen  of  Exeter.  It  may, 
however,  bu  advanced,  as  a  very  probable  conjecture,  that 
these  annuls  had  not  been  the  worlc  of  an  individual ;  that,  on 
the  contrarv,  tliey  had  been  the  joint  production  of  many 
writers.  The  ancient  literary  monastic  system,  anterior  to  tipk 
invention  of  printing,  and  the  unwearied  solicitude  which  these 
religious  lina  evinced  in  augmenting  and  perpetuating  their 
conventual  archives,  serve,  in  no  small  degree,  to  confirp  the 
prol>ability  of  this  opinion. 

Thomas  Palmkb,  usually  styled  Thomas  Hibernicus,  was 
born  at  Palmvrstown,  in  the  county  of  Kildare,  anil  flourished 
about  the  year  I26t).  Owing  to  the  wreck  of  literature  in  his 
own  country,  Thomas,  when  young,  had  formed  the  determi- 
nation of  reinovinc  to  I'aris,  m  the  schools  of  which  city  he 
studied  for  several  years,  and  at  length  l)ecame  entitled  to  the 
degree  of  a  doctor  (Utriusque  Juris).  Wadding,  the  learned 
author  of  the  "  Annates  Minoruni,"  niiiintains  that  Thomas 
Hibernicus  had  been  a  member  of  the  Franciscan  institute;! 
while  the  Dominicans,  with  equal  zeal, but  with  still  less  autho- 
rity, have  thought  pro|)er  to  rank  him  in  the  catalogue  of  their 
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own  writcm.'  This  disprcpaiicy  of  opinion,  it  may  be  pro- 
Kumed,  liiiil  at  length  lironf^ht  forth  tnut  just  eonsuro  of  iho 
critical  authoni  of  the  Hihlidthcquo  Dominique,  hy  which 
these  writem,  upon  fair  histnrlcnl  urounils,  condemn  not  leu 
the  amertiun  of  their  own  body  than  that  of  Wadding,  and 
very  justly  conclude  that  the  writer  Thomas  llihornicus  was 
a  fellow  of  the  Sorbonne,  of  distinguished  eminence  in  that 
university,  and  the  author  of  many  learned  workH.f  Thomas 
Palmer  has  written :  Florcs  Doctorum  pene  Omnium,  qui  turn 
in  Theoloftia,  tuni  in  Philosopliia"  hactenus  claruerunt; 
Antwerp,  1580,  octavo.  Flores  Uiblioos;  Antwerp,  1568. 
Promptuarium  Morale  Sacnc  Scriptuns;  publishtHl  by  Wad- 
ding at  Rome,  in  1624,  out  of  a  manuscript  in  the  Aracwli 
Library.  Ue  (^liri'^tiana  Beliginiie;  lib.  i.  Ue  lllusionibus 
Dajimmnm;  tia  i.  Do  Tentatione  Diaboli;  lib.  i.  I)e 
liumcdiis  Viliorum;  lib,  i.J  This  learned  writer  <lied  at 
Aquila  in  Naples,  about  the  close  of  the  thirteenth  century. 

Having  placed  before  the  rea<ler  a  fair  ami  circumstantial 
outline  of  the  principal  ecclesiastical  events  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  it  remnins  for  him  to  determine  what  measure  of 
benefit  to  the  Church  of  Ireland  has  derived  from  that  long- 
boasted  reformation  of  discipline  and  morality  which  Henry.ll. 
and  his  accredited  agents  had  so  confidently  antici|iate<l. 

It  must,  indeed,  bo  admitted,  that  among  the  number  of 
those  English  ecclesiastics,  who  had,  at  this  ]>eriud,  been  pro- 
moted to  church-dignities  in  this  country,  thcri^  were  not  a 
few  who,  for  learning  as  well  as  for  sterling  virtue,  deserve  to 
have  been  placed  on  honourable  record ;  nevertheless,  when  the 
plain  historical  facts  themselves  are  dispassionately  consideredj 
It  requires  nothing  more  than  ordinary  discernment  to  arrive 
at  the  proper  conclusion. 

We  nave  set  out  on  the  acknowledged  principle,  that  eccle- 
siastics, of  all  other  description  of  men  in  society,  should  bo 
^completely  divested  both  ot  over-grown  wealth  and  of  every 
participation  of  civil  or  state  authority.  With  great  justice 
this  principle  may  be  advanced  as  an  axiom.  It  is  the  un- 
equivocal language  of  common  reason:  it  is  certainly  bu|v 
]iortcd  by  the  authority  of  the  Christian  Founder  and  by  the 
doctrine  and  exami)le  of  His  apostles.  Scarcely,  however, 
had  an  English  clergyman  arrived  in  Ireland,  when  some  civil 
nifice  of  trust  and  emolument  had  been  placed  in  his  hands. 
One  became  a  lord  treasurer,  another  a  chancellor,  and  many  of 
them  had  been  constituted  the  justiciaries  or  chief  governors 

*  Burki',  Hill,  Vom,  clii|i.  xr.       f  Tom.  i,  p  7M.       ;  Wan,  Writers. 
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»■ 
of  tlio  country.     Whether  this  singular  mode  of  proceeding 
could  ten<l   to  loothu  the  fcvlinijs  of  an  exasperated  poopic, 
or  to  exult  the  principles  of  an  luimble  Uus|iel,  are  questions 
which  shall  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  reader  himself. 

It  is,  however,  certain  that  the  saintly  and  illustrious  men, 
who  had  guided  the  helm  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  during 
the  greater  portion  of   the  previous   century,    had    thought 


£  roper  to  adopt  a  widely  diSirent  and  more  consistent  course, 
t.  Alalachy,  the  lea<ling  father,  the  great  moral  reformer  of 
the  twelfth  century,  ha<(  neither  wealth  nor  political  station  at 


his  command.  St.  Laurence  O'Tiiolo  lived  in  greater  |ioverty 
and  seclusion  than  any  member  of  the  institute  attache<l  to 
his  cathedral.  Christian  the  legate,  Gelasius  the  primate, 
Cuthollcus  of  Tuam,  knew  nothing  about  the  opulence  or  civil 
|iower  i  in  fact  these  men  loooked  down  on  secular  concerns— 
on  the  wealth  and  pride  of  the  world  as  altogether  beneath  the 
sphere  of  their  grand  and  exalted  vocation.  Hence  it  is,  that 
the  virtues  of  many  of  them  have  been  canonizeil ;  and  for 
^the  same  reason  Mulachy,  Ijiurcnce,  ami  other  Iri.sh  ecclesi- 
astics of  the  twelfth  contnry,  had  been  fully  competent  toettect 
a  renovation  of  both  morals  and  discipline  without  the  aid  of 
any  foreign  ecclesiastics  whatever. 

Archbisliop  Comin,  the  prelates  of  Meath  and  Ossory,  and 
other  English  ecclesiastics  have,  it  is  true,  an  undoubted  claim 
on  the  gratitude  of  Irishmen,  The  parish  churches,  the 
cathedrals,  And  the  numerous  splendid  monasteries,  which  they 
either  founded  or  endowed,  are  to  this  day,  even  in  their  very 
ruins,  so  many  triumphant  testimonials  of  their  piety  anit 
pastoral  solicitude.  It  must,  however,  bo  a  subject  of  deep 
regret,  that  in  their  zeal  for  religions  institutions,  these  great 
men  had  not  evinced  a  more  earnest  desire  fur  perpetualing  the 
literary  system  of  the  ancient  mono-stic  found.itionsof  Ireland, 
and  particularly  that  of  the  Columbian  Order.  The  basis  of 
these  inimitable  institutions  had  been  laid  in  Tours,  Lerins,  and 
other  parts  of  the  continent,  long  l>efore  the  days  of  our  illus- 
trious aiwstle  St.  I'alriik.  I!y  him  were  they  introduced  into 
Ireland;  and  among  their  various  but  sublime  constitutions, 
that  of  universid  gratuitous  ejtieation  stood  preeminently 
conspicuous.  Every  monastery  was,  in  fact,  a  free  public 
seminary;  and  while  virtue  had  been  practised  in  the  cloister, 
its  halls  of  literature  were  thrown  o|)en  for  the  child  of  genius: 
(he  distant  stranger  as  well  as  the  native  student,  met  a  kind 
anil  a  welcome  reception  within  the  hospitable  walls  of  the 
ancient  Irish  monastic  establishment.  Nor  shoidd  these  re- 
marks be  construed  into  »  censure  on  those  other  excellent 
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reli^ous  inBlitutinna  w)||ifh,  during:  tho  tliirtoimtli  century,  liad 
bcttii  so  laudably  intro<l«borl  into  this  country.  Tlicao  luarneU 
bodies  were,  at  this  (wriod,  making  their  way  rapidly  over 
Eiiro|ie;  and  it  will  bo  found  that,  in  future  ages,  when  tho 
storm  raged  load  and  furious,  when  terror  and  death  stalked 
into  tho  sanctuary,  they  wore  the  men  who,  martyrs-like, 
braved  the  danger,  and  mado  sacrifices  the  most  noble  and 
heroic,  in  defence  of  the  religion  of  their  country  and  their 
fathers.  Tho  progress  of  ieligion,  therefore,  was,  during  the 
thirteenth  century,  attenued  with  some  peculiar  advantuges; 
its  deficiency  on  the  score  of  public  gratuitous  education,  and 
on  other  matters  of  general  utility,  \vJl^lI>«  better  illustrated  by 
subsequent  events,  and  may  form  thb  subject  of  some  future 
observations.  '  K. 


FOURTEENTH  CENTURY. 


I 


•    CHAl'TKR 

t\iiit*'ntinnti  T)etwcon  thft  «•<■«  iif  Annauh  ami  Ptililin  relatiTe  to  tho  Primacy — 
NatiitiiiU  cttllei/11)  of  Ihililin  an<t  iJnt^hoda— Niipitn'o^iion  i>f  tite  Kni>*IiU 
Tttmjtlan*  Simtrini^H  nf  the  li-inli  Natinii — I^ettcr  ot  John  XXIl.  to 
l^wanl  II.  kin^  of  Kn^'lnni) -Itichnnl  I-AilrtMl,  hiHhopof  OiHor}' — lloroti- 
cru  ilootniicH  iutr(Hliu-<^l  iiitii  that  DiocuM^- Kiiittlo  of  Bcm>(tii-t  XII.  Ul 
'  f<>lwnnl  I  il. — K\('ni[itioii  of  tho  M^>  of  Onwiry  iroiii  tlie  juriMlictioii  of  the 
Atrhhinhop  of  Dnhhii — Hull  of  ^^oitqitiou — lU'vival  of  tho  jiirimlictioti  of 
iMihlinovcr  Oiinnry— Itii'hanl  Fit/-I{al[>li,  archltifihupof  Arma^^h-  Hia  nino 
uuncluaioiia  agaiuiitUio  Mi-uiUeaiit  Urtlorn — NotoriouhStatutoaof  Kilkuuuy. 


Thk  ccclesinsticnl  events  of  this  century  arc  so  closely  con- 
nectetl  >M*th  the  |)nK:i'0<iin</s  of  the  archie|iisoo|t(il  see  of 
Diililin,  tluit  tlie  chain  of  suciessiun  in  that  <liocese,  as  well  as 
the  acts  of  its  jireUtes,  must  he  distinctly  kept  in  view  anl 
treated  of  with  |iai'ticiilar  attention.  On  the  death  of  Richard 
dc  l'"erinjrs,  Jolni  Lech,  almoner  to  Edward  II.,  was  advanced 
to  the  archiepiiicopal  see,  in  1310.  This  promotion  was  exclu- 
sively the  work  of  the  kini;  himself;  tho  old  controversy 
between  the  cathedrals  of  St.  rniiick  and  Christ's  Cluirch,  not 
havinj;  been  even  now  ertectnally  set  at  rest.*  It  had,  how- 
ever, after  this  period,  been  nitojjetlier  nbandoiied,  but  was 
innneiliately  succeeded  by  another  cjuestion  of  still  more 
serious  importance,  between  the  archiepiscopal  sees  of  Dublin 
and  Armagh  relative  to  the  primacy.  It  has  been  already 
stated,  that  Henry  d(\  Loundres,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  had 
nbtaineil  from  Ilonorius  III.  a  bull,  prohibiting:  "  any  arcli- 
liishop  or  other  prelate  of  Ireland  (except  the  suft'raj;ans  of 
Dublni  and  the  pope's  legate)  from  having  the  cross  carried 
before  them,  bidding  assenddies  (those  of  the  religious  orders 
excepted)  or  treating  of  ecclesiastical  causes  in  the  province 
of  Dublin,  without  tho  consent  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin.''t 
Rolanil  JorseorJoyce,  a  Dominican,  was,  in  1M13,  consecrated 
archbishop  of  Armagh.  This  prelate  having  had  occasion  to 
enter  Dublin,  caused  the  cross  to  be  carried  public  before  him, 
acccunpanied  with  other  exterior  syuduils  of  priiiiatial  autho- 
rity,— a  custom  uniforudy  observed  in  times  antecedent  to  the 
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ismiinp  of  llic  forempntimuMl  liull.  AL'iiiiint  this  ocromony  tlie 
nrc'lil)ii>lio|)  and  \m  clorpy  lumlly  iviiiimslnituil;*  liciico  n  new 
urnirce  iif  controversy  Hpnuif;  n|>,  iiml  was  cnnclm-ted  with  in- 
cieaseil  velicnuMice  chirinf;  tliu  incuniliencv  of  Alexan<liT  ilo 
HlckMiir,  llic  ininioilinto  successor  of  ardiliMiop  I,cili.  When 
at  length  John  do  St.  I'anl  was  archbishop  of  Duhlin,  and 
Kichard  Kitz-Ualpli  had  presided  over  Armagh  in  1353,  this 
((nestion  of  tho  primacy  was  so  warmly  taken  up,  auil  so 
violently  conti'sted,  that  pope  Innocent  VI.,  nctinf;  on  tho 
advice  of  tho  collof^o  of  cardiiiaU,  uUiniutely  deeiiled,  **  Xtmt  ~ 
each  of  those  prelates  should  he  primal^';  while  for  diHtinction 
of  style,  the  primate  of  Arma);h  should  enttile  hiiuf^elf  I'rimnle 
0/  «//  Irctatiil  ;  hut  the  nietropolilan  of  Duhlin  shoulil  sub- 
scribe  himself  I'rimnle  of  liilnnd."  That  part  of  tho(|uestion, 
however,  which  referred  to  tho  ceremony  of  hein;;  preceded 
hy  the  cross,  had  not  at  this  t^me  been  salinfactorily  adjusted: 
the  archbishop  of  Armajih,  on  his  part,  claimed  it  as  a  privileges 
handeii  down  fjy  ancient  usn<;o,  and  conlirnied  by  roval  autho- 
rity; while  his  successor,  Myhs  Sweetniaii, Renewed  the  con- 
test with  Thomas  MInot,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  about  three 
years  afterwardst 

As  soon  as  ,lohn  I.cch  had,  in  1310,  been  placed  over  the 
metropolitan  sie  of  Dublin,  the  subject  of  national  education 
was  that  to  which  his  most  earnest  solicitude  seeiiis  to  have 
been  directed.  When  the  reader  takes  into  account  the  opu- 
lent  slate  of  tho  Irish  Church  at  this  jjeriod,  with  its  posses-  ' 
sious,  tithes  and  power,  and  then  throws  back  his  thoni;lits  on 
those  early  aj;cs  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  centuries,  wlien  tho 
elerpy  "f  Ireland  depeiuleil  solely  on  tho  gratuitous  contribu- 
tions of  the' people,  what  a  glarinf;  contrast  I  In  those  ancient 
davsof  Ireland's  splendour,  and  when  itsclerf;y  were  strangers 
to  Loth  «  calth  and  civil  pow  er,  there  were  seminaries  of  learning 
in  every  province  of  the  kini;domiand  in  which  tho  Uriton,  as 
well  as  the  distant  foreijxner  (\Mm  the  continent,  was  received 
and  embraced  w  ith  welcome.  I!»t  now,  in  tho  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, we  have  tithes,  and  church-lands;  our  prelates  are  trea- 
surers, eschcatiirs,  civil  justices,  and  lord  ilcpulies,  and  vet 
there  is  not  in  tho  whole  kini^dimi  one  solitary  establishment 
which  could,  in  the  most  remote  sense,  deserve  the  name  of  a~ 
public  seminary  or  a  naticuial  college.  Archbishop  Lech  saw 
and  felt  the  imnortanco  of  this  shameful  j;rievance,and  in  tho 
July  id'  1311,  lie  obtained  fmm  pope  Clement  V.  a  bull  for. 
founding  a  public  school   or  university  in  Dublin.     Had  the 
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mvlil>i-'lin|)  livi'il,  lliis  iintioiinl  unilcrliiliiMfr  \v<i\itil  liavc  cer- 
t.'iinlv  micci?('ili.'(l ;  liiit  his  dcalli  occnn'eil  oil  the  Idtli  of 
Aiifliisl  in  llii!  mime  vi'ur, ami  thus  w.i<  the  iksl^ii  of  ii  jruiiorul 
lili'iary  rslablishiiiciit  nhaii(h>ncil,  until  it  hail  biin  loviveil  by 
lii-i  siu'<*os^or  iiboiit  seven  years  afterwarilt*. 

Ab'xanchT  ile.Hicknor,  iirelienilan  of  Mainuth,  anil  at  that 
time  hi);li  Ireasiiier  of  Iielaml,*  was  olecteil  as  his  sni'irsior, 
anil  consecrateil  in  KU?  at  Avij;n(in,  liv  tlie  eaiilinal  of 
Ostium,  Michael  ile  I'lato.  Diiiini.'  the  followinj,'  year,  Alex- 
Bniler  was  appoiiiloil  lonljiistiei,'  of  Inlanil.  ami  nn  the  Olli  of 
October  (1:11K)  was  eiilliriMieil,  ami  recoiveil  by  the  cler>;y 
and  people  of  Dnlilin  « ith  iiiilionniliit  aiiplanse.t  ConsiiloriMi; 
the  power  aii'l  I  lie  ample  means  now  plaeeil  at  his  cpmmainl, 
it  is  but  nalnial  to  expect  tlial  the  jilan  of  eiluealion,  so  llni.l- 
ably  connneneeil  by  bis  preileeessor,  woiilil  have  been  reas- 
BUUieil,  anil  at  once  snecessfnlly  conipleteil.  The  unilertaking 
was,  no  itoubl,  patrnnizeil  by  the  new  arebbishiip,  ami  even 
ailviniceil  to  a  ci-rtain  extent;  hut  it  soon  pruvetl  to  be  a 
failure,  ami  that  in  a  manner  which'  speaks  \ory  little  for 
cither  tithes  or  ecelesiastical  wealth  In  1320  Alexanilcr  pro- 
cnrcil  from  pope  ,)ohn  XXII.  u  confirmation  of  the  previous 
bull  firanled  by  Clement  V  ,  aecoriliiip  to  w  liich,  this  intendcit 
literary  liiumlation  was  resanclioncil.  Three  doctors  of  di- 
vinity vM're  then  appoinleil,  namely,  William  Ilarilite,  of 
the  Order  of  Preachers,  lleniv  Conf;rv,  a  Franciscan,  ami 
IMniunil  Kariiardin.  At  the  same  time  William  Kodiart,  dean 
of  ISt.  Patrick's,  was  made  doctor  and  teacher  of  canon  law, 
and  was  also  the  Hrst  chancellor  of  fhe  university.}  This 
seat  oi  literature  continind  to  tlonrish  duriniz  the  reigns  of 
Edward  II  and  Kduaril  111.,  that  is,  for  about  half  a  cen- 
tury; hut  alter  that  period,  it  was  ncplected  ;  it  was  sufiered 
to  decline  and  fall  to  the  pround,  merely  through  want  of  • 
means  necessary  to  meet  the  contingent  cxjienses  of  the 
establishment 

While  this  university  was  sinking  fast  into  ruin,  a  new  ono, 
on  .1  more  extensive  scale,  had  been  contemplated  and  w.is 
nctually  erected  at  Droghcda,  by  nulhority  of  a  parliament  held  . 
there  in  the  month  of  Nnvcmber,  l.'i(!5,  under  Thomas,  eiurl 
of  I)esnu)nd,  lord  depuly  of  Ireland.  The  charter  of  the 
founibition,  inserted  in  the  chancery  records,  runs  thus:— 
"  Whereas,  there  is  no  university  or  general  study  in  Ireland, 
which  ts  a  work  that  would  ailvance  kimnledge,  riches,  and 
good  government;  and  also  prevent  riot,  ill  government,  and 
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cxturtinii  in  iln'  sai'l  luiiil;  it  ia,  \>y  tlio  viiicc  of  llio  commons, 
liiTiliv  imliiini'il,  Miiunil  f»t;il>lislieil  unil  Knuilt'il  bvniillioiity 
of  Mill  iMilMniiiit,  that  tlic4'  ''>-■  an  iinivuKity  in  the  town  of 
l)riiulnil:i,  wli.Tiin  tliiTL- may  bo  ijinili)  Ij.iclielors,  niiittfni.aiKl 
i|iM:tor«,  in  iviry  scii^nio  niidi  favullv,  in  liki-  nuuiner  ii.s  tliey 
uio  in  llio  university  of  Oxfos^il."!    'I'liis  nnivcrsity,  nltliongli 

iihiii'cl  nniliT  llu'  iin^)iTO»  ol 'bolliicliunli  mul  eovcrinuent, 
las  focm  nftor  illlownl  to  sulTiT  tliLv  sanu'  fiitc  witnllic  collccu 
of  lAililin.     Tlii'V  liiitli  ppiisliijil  for  want  of  funds,  mul  in  tlio 

.     very  pri'scncx)  ol  imn  who  wito,  ut  the  samu  time,  sinking 
uncler  tlie  «ei;.'lit  of  aulliority  and  opnlence. 

VVIiilu  tliuKu   literary   cstablislimentH   ivero   cruniblini»   into 
ruins,  llio  fato  of  tlie  h'riij;lits  Templars,  notwitlistanilinjj  a|l 

•    tlioir  valour  and  fjlory,  had  been  already  dedded,  us  well  in 
the  court  of  Kn^lan<l  as  in  that   of    France   and   the  other 

f  nations  of  lCur<ipt;.  When  this  renowned  order  bad  been  in- 
stitnleil  in  the  eonnnencenient  of  the  twelfth  century,  the 
Cbrlstian  world  was  so  deli(;hted  at  the  heroic  virtues  of  its 
professors,  that  in  the  space  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  years, 
tliey  fouinl  themselves  in  possession  of  more  than  nifie  thousand 
manors  in  Christend(uu,tinil  on  the  very  day  of  their  extinc- 
tion, tliey  could  calculaio  on  no  less  than  sixteen  tliousand 
lordships,  distributed  in  various  countries.  The  bravery  which 
tliey  displayeil  in  the  (iel,l,  was  surpassed  only  by  the  hospitality 
which  tliey  practiseil  in  their  coiiiiiianderies.  They  received 
and  attended  the  .sick;  they  adniiiiislerid  relief  to  the  infirm; 
they  pave  I'oimI,  raiment,  and  comfort,  to  the  poor,  the  fiienj- 
less  and  the-  .lestitute,  At  length,  liowi^ver,  certain  accusa- 
tions, which,  without  doubt,  surpass  all  human  crediditVf  wero 
;  llej;cd  against  the  Templars.  They  were  mppressed  in 
FniiicP  by  I'liilip,  while  their  estates  were  seized  and  se()'.ies- 
.  tered  into  the  hand;,  of  cumiuissioiiers.  Tlu'  writ  for  their 
suppression  in  Ireland  was  issued  by  Edw^inl  II.  in  lliOT,  and 
duriu!^  till'  same  year  was  Iraiisniitted  to  the  justiciary,  .lolin 
Wofjan.  On  llii'  receipt  of  this  order,  the  Temjilars  in  all 
|iarl8  of  the  coiiiitvy  were  immediately  arrested,  conducted 
to  Uubliii,  and  secured  in  the  castl*.*  Their  trial,  attended 
w'ith  nuu'h  ajiparert  soleniuitv,  was  conducted  in  the  city  of 
nublin,  hi'll.re  U.chard  liilybvn,  vicar  provincial  of  the 
Oomiuicaiis,  I'hilip  Slane,  lecturer  of  ibe  sumo  order,  and  friar 
lliiK"  St.  I,ei;er. 

AmoiiL'  llie  .TiCLisiM's  who  appeared  a;;aiMst   the  kiii<;hts,  iho 

'     I'liiKii  d  «ne  Uoger  de  llelou,  uuar.liaii  of  the  I'raiiciscans 
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ill  Dublin,  Wiiltor  ProndernBut,  lecturer  of  tho  aame  order, 
Uiigcr,  prior  of  the  Aupiistiiiinii  convent  in  Dulilin,  Thuiiuu, 
nbliot,  unii  Simon,  prior  of  the  nblivy  of  St.  Tlioinas. 

TliiH  cliiiplay  of  juiitice  was  litllu  more  than  a  mere  piece  of 
fiiriimlity ;  tlio  ditpoHitiiina  wf;ru  but  badly  siipimrted,  yet  the 
Knif;hts  Tcinplnra   wore   coiiilcmncd,  whih)  thoir  posHeuiona 


throughout  Iruluiid  were  grunted  to  tho  lloHpilullcrs  by  the 
pope,  which  grant  wan  soon  altiT  conflriiiod  by  Kdward  II.* 
Iii4  giving  even  an  outline  of  llio  deplorable  conditio^  of 


Ireland  during  tlic.jtdniiniatration  of  Alexander  de  Uicknor, 
and  of  bin  preilecesiiors,  Sir  Uugur  Mortimer  and  tho  carl  of 
(!arrick,  language  liecoinea  aliiuist  uaolei<||  Fraud,  muriler, 
and  rapine,  were  criinc-B  of  jiut  us  oniinary  occurrence  as  the 
rising  Hiin.  An  IriKliman  bad  no  law,  reilresa,  or  protection. 
If  an  I'Jiglialm^  nuinlered  an  Irishman,  it  was  useless  to 
look  fiir  MtlsplBfBIH'  in  u  court  of  justice;  tho  more  noble 
and  worthy  tlit'«  victim,  the  more  merit  and  honour  did  the 
murdetcr  receive  at  the  hands  of  bis  countrymen.  ILuicu- 
projieny  and  life  itself  became  iiLsccuro  and  almost  worthless; 
the  fot-neralily,  regarded  death  as  sweeter  and  more  valuable 
than /life;  in  Hhort,  the  whole  Irish  people  were  goaded, 
madtlened,  and  driven  headlong  into  the  very  depths  of  the 
blackest  des|iondoncy.  Under  such  uircumstances,  Nature 
even  instinctively  seeks  for  relief — nor  were  the  people  of 
Ireland  satisKed  to  submit,  any  longer  to  such  grinding  oppres- 
sii^i.  The  brilliant  success  which  had,  at  that  time,  attended 
tm  Scottish  arms  uiider  tiic  gallant  Kruce,  and  particularly  the 
iiKuiorable  victory  which  tnat  hero  had  obtained  over  the  English 
army  at  liannockbiirn,  had  so  raised  the  spirits  and  confidence 
<n  the  Irish,  uikI  the  chieftains  of  Ulster  in  iMirticuhir,  that, 
with  one  consent,  they  addressed  themselves  to  Ilobert  liruce, 
IS  their  brother  and  kinsman,  and  offered  to  place  the  crown 
of  irfihind  in  his  hands.  This  oiler  was  accepted,  and  in 
May,  1315,  BIward  Itruce,  brother  of  Robert,  landed  in 
pister  with  about  IsOOO  niL>ii,  and  averted  bis  claim  to  the  new 
sovereignty^  He  was  iminediHtely  joined  by  all  tho  Irish  lords 
of  Ulster;  many  of  the  Knglish  settlers  also  Hucked  to  his 
Wandard,  among  whom  may  be  noticed  Walter  and  Hugh  de 
''I.jicy,  with  their  numerous  adherents.  Several  engagements 
took  place,  in  which  the  English  were  routed,  while  their  towns 
were  uurneil  and  their  castles  levelled  to  the  ground. t  In  the 
meantime,  Edward  Unice  was  solemnly  crowned  at  Dundalk, 
and  almost  iill  Ireland  had  now  declared  in  his  favour.     It  was 

■  Ivymcr,  vol.  iii.  p.  -l'>l.  t  Whit's  Annal«,  ibl  A.  13]lJ. 
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ill  tliii  critivul  imstiiro  of  aflitirt,  and  when  (rclunil  was  on  the 
\erne  of  bviiiB  wrested  out  of  the  hands  of  Kiigland,  that 
Edward  II.  had  recourse  to  a  new  exnediont,  and  ap^ilied  to 
the  court  of  Itnnio,  aiiriieatly  suiinlicating  the  iMtor|)osition  of 
the  sovereign  jmnlilf.  John  XXII.  was,  at  that  time,  pope, 
and  so  successfuliv  did  the  English  agents  manage  their 
business  at  Koine,  tliat  a  solemn  sentence  of  excommunication 
was  fulminated  against  K»bert  and  Kilward  lirucc,  including 
their  adherents  and  all  the  enemies  of  Edward  II.  No  nation, 
on  the  face  of  the  earth  has,  jHirhaps,  eyor  manifested  more 
reverence  to  the  chair  of  St.  I'etcr,  than  the  peojilc  of  Ireland ; 
the  sovereign  |H>ntifl'  they  justly  looked  ui>oii  as  their  spiritual 
father,  and  being  sensible  tluit  English  policy  and  misrepresen- 
tation had  been  artriilly  employed  in  causing  this  ecclesiastical 
censure  to  be  fulminated,  they  came  to  the  resolution  of  iloiiig 
justice  to  themselves  and  their  country,  by  laying  a  fiiir 
eireum<tantiul  detail  of  their  suiTerings  before  the  liidy  father. 
Accordingly,  they  presented  to  John  XXII.  a  remonstrance, 
setting  forth,  in  language  tlie  most  aO'ecting,  the  wretched 
state  of  their  unfortunate  country,  and  the  grinding  oppression 
which,  uniler  the  govemnieiit  of  England,  tlicy  had  for  so 
many  years  endured.  Thi<  ilocument,  forming  such  a  picture 
of  human  suft'erings  as  cannot  bo  found  in  the  annuls  of  any 
other  nation,  could  not  fail  of  making  a  deep  impression  on 
the  niinil  of  his  holiness,  an  I  accordingly  he  aldressed  the 
following  letter  to  El  ward  II.,  king  of  England. 

"  Being  actuated  by  (Hiteriial  solicitude  for  the  increase  of 
thy  power,  most  beloved  son,  we,  with  earnest  exhortalicm, 
invite  you  to  direct  your  mind  to  certain  subjects,  on  which 
the  |ieace  of  your  people  and  the  tranquility  of  your  realm,  as 
well  as  your  hoiiourand  renown,  most  vitally  depend.  Where- 
fore, it  Dehovotli  you  to  receive  these  our  observations  with  a 
becoming  mind,  and  to  show  yourself  inclined  and  ready  to 
put  them  into  execution,  lieliolil,  therefore,  wo  have  received 
certiiin  letten<,  direct  'd  from  the  nobles  and  people  of  Ireland 
to  the  cardinal  nuncios  of  the  Apostolic  Sea,  and  by  them 
transmitted  to  us,  in  which  aumng  other  things  we  find  that, 
whereas  our  predecessor  of  happy  memory  Adrian  IV.  did,  on 
certain  terms,  distinctly  luiil  down  and  Sfwcified  in  (lis  aposto- 
lical letters,  give  and  grunt  to  your  ancestor,  Menry  II.  of  re- 
nowned memory,tliat  domain  of  Ireland,  that  same  monarch  and 
his  successors  the  kings  of  Englaml,  sa  fur  from  observing  the 
nature  an<i  form  c)f  these  terms  have,  at  every  period  and  even 
up  to  this  day,  unlawfully  transgressed  tlieiii,  and  have  op- 
pressed that  people  with  alHIctious,  slavery,  and  persecution, 
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■Ucli  M  cnniuit  bo  any  longer  enJurml.  Nor  WM  lhvT^  uny 
one  found  wlio  would  remove  tlicso  onpresaionii  or  inanireat  the 
least  comiinssiun  fur  their  aufTurlnpt,  although  frequent  recourse 
1)08  been  had  to  you,  and  the  luud  crv  of  this  oppressed  nation 
must  have  at  least  aometiines  rcMche(i  your  ears.  Wherefore, 
being  unwilling  to  bond  under  such  misery  and  suflbrings  any 
longer,  they  Imve  been  brought  to  the  necessity  of  withdrawing 
from  your  dominion  altogetlior,  and  of  calling  on  nnothor  to 
rule  over  them.  These  things,  most  iK'loved  son,  if  founded 
on  truth,  nro  completely  at  variance  with  our  views,  desiring, 
as  wo  do,  nothing  nipre  ardently  than  the  advancement  of  your 
happiness  and  pros|i«'rity..^You  should,  therefore,  diligently 
examine  into  these  matters,  and  with  ready  ntt'ection  cause  sucii 
measures  to  be  adopted  as  you  know  would  be  agreeable  to 
your  Creator,  and  carefully  iibstain  from  everything  which 
might  provoke  the  wrath  of  God  against  you — that  (iod  and 
Lord  of  revenge,  who  by  no  means  ilespiscs  the  groans  of  the 
afflicted,  and  who,  an  account  of  injustice,  is  described  to  liiivc 
rejected  his  own  chosen  people,  and  transferred  their  kingdom 
to  another.  \Vc  are  also  the  mure  anxious  that,  in  these  sinful 
times,  you  should  freely  direct  your  attention  to  these  matters, 
by  which  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  might  be  drawn  to  a  grate- 
ful sense  of  obedience,  and  avoid  everything  which  might  tend 
to  seiiaratQ  them  from  the  reverence  which  belongs  to  you. 
And  because  it  is  of  the  utmost  interest  thnt  a  remedy  be  at  once 
and  I  flectnally  applied  to  these  e\ils,  we  earnestly  solicit  thy  royal 
excellency,  that  taking  all  these  matters  into  prudent  considera- 
tion, and  conferring  with  thy  di.-icreet  council,  you  will  command 
and  cause  such  a  speedy  and  satisfactory  correction  of  the 
afure.iaiil  wrongs  and  oppressions,  that  you  may  be  pleasing  in 
His  eyes  by  whom  yuu  reign;  and  by  doin'Jfwhut  is  equitable 
and  upright  on  your  |>art,  every  cause  of  just  complaint  may 
lio  removed,  and  thus  the  people  of  Ireland,  directed  by  sound 
counsel,  may  be  obedient  tu  thee,  as  to  their  lord.  Uut  if 
(which  may  Goil  avert)  they  should  then  choose  to  continue 
in  rebellion,  they  will  m  that  case  turn  their  cause  into  open 
injustice;  while  you  must  stand  inexcusable  before  Ciod  an<l 
man.  In  order,  thcrefurc,  that  the  oppressions  of  which  the 
people  of  Ireland  c<>m|ilain  may  be  more  fully  laid  before  your 
view,  we  transmit  to  your  mightiness  the  aforesaid  letters 
addressed  to  the  carJinal  nuncios,  together  wifli  a  copy  of  the 
d(H'umentswhicli  the  aforesaid  Adrian,  our  predccj.-ssor,  granted 
to  llenrv  II.,  king  of  England,  regarding  the  concession  of 
the  land'df  Ireland." 

•  V«t.  Ki>i»t  OOOi 
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Whither  in  consequence  n{  thU  iiuternul  adnionilion,  or 
owinif  to  the  |irocariuuii  iioHturc  of  liin  alKtim,  tlio  Knglish 
nionnrrh  U'pnii  now  to  show  a  dejjroo  of  concern,  for  tlie 
(luU'eringn  of  the  |ioi)pl«  of  Ireland,  unil  »omo  proinisen  itt  least 
were  held  out.  Ilruce  continued  still  in  the  fiehl,  while  a 
dreadful  famine,  uccouii)anie<l  with  |>eslilence,  prevailed^froin 
one  extremity  of  the  nation  to  tliu  other.  Sir  Joliii  liirmiiig- 
ham,  who,  in  131H,  hail  the  command  of  the  Englisli  army, 
was  dont  hy  the  lord  deputy,  Alexander  llicknor,  into  Ulster. 
Ilruec,  with  a  force  hui>eriur  in  number,  hut  not  in  di»cipline, 
met  him  in  Dunilulk;  a  desperate  enf;agenient  ensued,  in 
which  many  and  splundid  proofs  of  liravory  were  displayed: 
victory  at  length  np|>e»red  on  the  side  of  the  Knfrlish,  and 
Edward  Bruce,  with  uuiiiy  of  his  liest  olHoers,  was  left  among 
the  slain.  After  this  signal  defeat,  Itirminghani  received  the 
earldom  of  Louth,  as  the  reward  of  his  services,  while  the 
archbishop  rose  still  higher  in  the  favour  and  esteem  of  bis 
sovereign. 

The  influence  which  Alexander  Ricknor  possessed  at  court 
was  gaining  additional  strength  every  day,  insomuch  that  four 
yt-an  after  he  had  been  appointeil  lord  justice  of  Ireland,  he 
was  9en(  by  the  p;irliauieut  of  Kiighuul  as  ambassador  into 
France,  together  with  Kdmund,  earl  of  Kent,  younger  brother 
of  Edward  II.*  It  had  been  well  for  the  arclibishop  himself, 
and  for  those  immediately  under  his  juris<IIction,  had  ho 
abstained  from  mixing  himself  up  with  the  state  afliiirs  of 
those  limes.  Ambition  and  a  spirit  of  ascendancy  formed  no 
inferior  trait  in  the  character  of  Alexander,  even  long  before 
be  hail  been  exalted  to  a  high  dignity  in  the  Church.  He 
ailvanc(Hl  ni]>idly  into  powAj  ami  stepped  from  one  ofKce  into 
another,  initil  at  length  he  found  himself  in  the  midst  of  the 
labyrinth,  without  being  able  to  make  \m  way,  unless  by  means 
of  guides  as  incxi>erienced  as  they  were  treacherous.  It  was 
by  causes  such  as  these  that  ho  bad  brought  himself  to 
serious  difficulties,  not  only  with  the  primate  of  Armagh,  but 
also  with  his  own  sulliagans,  and  |»irticularly  with  the  bishop 
of  Ossory. 

It  appears  tliat,  about  the  year  1.330,  doctrines  of  an  hereti- 
cal and  most  blasplieuious  nature  had,  by  some, means,  been 
imimrtcd  injo  the  province  or  I,i!iiister,  and  the  city  of 
Kilkenny  seems  to  have  been  the  place  pitched  upon  by  these 
dogniatizers  for  the  public  dis.semination  ef  their  crrors.f 
Among    other   bhisphenues    they   asserted,   that   our  divine 

*  Thoiuan  of  W&Uingham,  Hyp.  Kouil.      '      t  Clynn's  AdimI*.    ^ 
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Kixlpemcr  wna  a  mere  man  and  a  linner,  and  had  been  jiiatly 
criii'ilii'il  for  his  own  triiiia)(r(>siiionii ;  that  the  lutcriiiiiciit  of  the 
body  of  Christ  «a»  by  no  mouiin  to  \h-  \voriihl|>|H'il;  thiit  the 
decn-ei,  ilt'crctals,  and  apoatolifnl  niandutcii,  wtTo  neither  to  bo 
olwyod  nor  rt'siK'ctcil ;  ami  that  duniona  shnulit  be  consulted 
Hcconliiig  to  the  rites  of  pa^an  scots.  Innovation,  schism,  anil 
heresy  were  evils  hitherto  unknown  to  the  Church  of  Irelaml. 
The  Irish  ('athulic  heard,  indeed,  that  spiiriiins  novelties  had 
appeared, and  like  empty  vapours  almost  instantly  disajipeared, 
leaving;  nothing;  behiud  but  a  name  universally  condemned  and 
execrated;  he  was  tolil  of  lieresrarchs  risin;;  ii^)  in  tin"  proud, 
protlijjate,  debauchcil  cities  of  the  east,  amidst  the  ruins  and  ' 
iiroslrato  frrauiluur  of  a  tottering  empire:  all  this  ho  mi^ht 
have  leariu:il  ami  lamented ;  but  the  face  of  a  heretic,  the 
footsteps  of  an  innovator,  were  idijects  which  an  Irishman  hail 
never  until  now  the  misfortune  of  witnesaing  in  his  nativq  and 
beloved  country. 

Kichard  l.eifred,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  was  at  that 
time  bishop  of  Ossory,  haviiii;  been  consecrated  at  Avignon 
in  1318.  As  siH>n  as  these  lilaspheiuous  doctrines  had  been 
announced,  the  sensation  which  i>ervuded  all  cliuses  became 
vi'henient  and  frijjhtful.  The  bishiip  and  his  clergy  cunio 
forward,  ond  by  solid  ar);iimout,  by  the  strength  and  ])owcr  of 
truth,  opposed  and  disciimfited  the  enemies  of  rclijtion. 
They  were  not,  howeve/,  to  be  speedily  or  easily  vani|ui;#lied; 
some  of  them  wei-e,  it  -appears,  men  of  intluenco,  and  liAd 
considerable  wealth  at  then-  command.  To  these  resources, 
therefore,  they  recurred,  «  hen  they  had  no  Iniijfcr  been  able 
to  withstand  tile  rea8oiiiii|.r  ol  the  bishop  anil  liis  clercv.  lly 
bribery  and  other  niean.s,  they  soon  succeciluil  in  bringing 
over  to  thilr  opinions  several  persons  of  dislinclion;  some  of 
them  invested  with  civil  authority,  among  whom  are  mentioned 
the  seneschal  of  Kilkenny,  the  treasurer  of  Ireland,  and  the 
chief  justice  of  the  Common  I'leas.  Tlie  storm,  sometimes 
violent,  but  as  often  almted,  continued  to  rage  for  a  coiisi(li!V- 
able  time;  while  the  ireasuivr, ami  all  who  bad  been  concerned 
in  fomenting  or  eiicoiiiaging  the  heresy,  were  nt  length 
denounced  by  the  bishop  ahd  publicly  excommunicated. 
These  proceedings  served  only  to  intiamo  the  desperate  deter- 
mination of  a  ]iarty  already  numerous  and  powerful.  The 
bishop  was  taken  and  cist  into  prison,  while  all  his  property, 
both  moveable  anil  imiiiuveable,w'ii8  seized  upon  and  confiscated 
to  the  crown.*     Whenever  scenes  of  this  description  take 

*  WsddiogV  AiuinK  toiii.  vi. 
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pliicc,  culumny  and  tlio  blackout  malevnlencn  lire  M'lilom 
abacnt.  It  lmiiiK<n(-(l  at  lliut  time,  that  tlie  caiitlu  of  Moyi-oliir, 
bvlonf^injr  to  llui>\\  \o  I'ocr,  was  attadcud  uml  liuriivj.  1^ 
Tliuniaa  r'iti  Ciilliort:  the  liiiih(>|i  nnii  ucpnticil  <if  hf(V1n'{t>  been 
concerneil  in  tills  oiitra);e,  and  the  charge,  witluiiit  being  suli- 
ttantiiited  by  anything  like  tustiiimny,  wiu  imblislii'd  and 
inatitutcd  aeainst  liiui  by  hia  cnemira  In  the  mean  time, 
lettera  had  uvun  dua|>atciied  to  |h)|hi  Ilcnedict  XII.  by  the 
bialiop  of  (>Mory  and  hia  clergy,  in  which  a  dlatinct  and  faith- 
ful account  of  theao  acandaluu*  proceedings  wns  laid  before 
the  holy  father;  imploring  at  tl>e  aiiiiic  time  advice  and  asal»t- 
ance.  On  thla  occoaioii,  the  j^o|>o  addrcasod  two  eiiistlea,  full 
of  solicitude  and  fatherly  tunderneaa,  to  Eilnanl  III.  king  of 
Knglund.  In  the  lirat  epiatlo,  he  requirea  thiit  the  eccleaiiistlcid 
property  taken  from  Uicliaril,  bishop  of  Onaory,  should  be 
restored,  mid  atningly  iiiiprvsaea  on  tlie  king  the  solemn  obli- 
gation lie  ia  under  of  oooiierating  with  tlie  prelates  of  t4ie 
Chnrcli  in  rooting  out  the  seeila  of  heresy  from  his  realms. 
The  second  letter  takes  u  more  cumprehcnsive  view  of  these 
iioxloua  doctrines:  of  this  letter  the  fulluning  extract  is  a 
lilerul  tnuishillon.  ' 

"  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  tlie  onlvliegottcn  Son  of  the  true 
and  living  Ood,  who  by  his  Inelfalile  cburlty  enlightens  the 
hearts  of  the  faithful,  that  they  may  aekno\vle<lge  bis  greatness 
and  believe  in  liLs  nii^lity  power,  to  the  cml  tliiit  they  may  be 
saved,  and  after  the  exile  of  tbia  life  admitted  into  tlic  king- 
dom of  the  bea\eiily  citizens,  lias  in  these  latter  days  delecteil 
in  your  land  of  Ireland  crafty  wolves  in  sheep'aclothing — 
foxes  going  about,  and  to  the  utmost  of  their  power  liiyiii^ 
waste  the  viney^inl  of  the  Lord — wicked  men,  scattering  the 
thistle  ainoii);  the  ^ood  seed— |ie8tiferoiis  heretics,  assnining 
the  mask  of  liy|Micrlay,  but  whose  conversations  are  execrable 
and  dt>scrve  to  be  execrated.  For  it  has  lately  come  to  the 
knowlcd);e  of  our  a|Hi8tolic  see,  that  while  our  venerable 
brother,  Klehard,  blsliop  of  Ossory,  was,  by  ordinary  right, 
visiting  his  diocese,  there  appeared  in  the  niM'at  of  his  Ciitliolic 
jieople,  men  who  were  heretics,  together  with  their  abettors; 
(oiiie  of  whom  asserted,  tliiit  Jesu.s  Christ  was  a  man  and  a 
sinner,  ami  was  justly  crucified  for  bis  own  sins.  Others, 
after  having  dcnie  lioinape  and  offered  sacrifice  to  demons, 
thought  otherwise  of  the  sacniment  of  the  body  of  Christ  than 
the  Catholic  Church  teaches,  saying  that  the  same  venerable 
sacrament  Is  by  no  nieana  to  bo  worsliip|icd ;  and  also  assert  ing 
that  they  are  not  bound  to  bulievc  or  ohiy  the  decrees,  <|e- 
cretaU,  und  upos'.olieal  mandates ;  in  the  mean  time  consulting 


s 


KCCLMlAaTtcAL  iiisroiiT  cir  imLAKn.  333 

luinom,  accurilinK  tu  llio  rigliU  of  tli<Me  ivcli  imunK  tlia 
jeiitili'i  uiiil  imfroim,  ili'K|)iiiiiiK  thu  sacraiiionts  of  llie  Cutliulia 
jhurcli,  iiiul  (Iruniiif^  lliu  I'Hiilifiil  of  Cliriat  uftur  them  liv  their 
•uiwratitiona.  Mont  Iriilv,  thia  pvatifuroiin  hercay,  mukitif;  its 
way  jiiiiiiiig  thu  coiiKrugution  of  the  faithful,  hu»  infected  sonio; 
thin  (ilttgue,  liy  thu  vaiiuni  of  ita  contagion,  haa  brought  death 
on  those  whom  it  Rpproucheil ;  thia  [minoiious  aerpent  hai 
destroyed  tlic  itoula  of  tfioae  infected  by  ita  |>eatilenco.  Where- 
fore, aa  we  underatand  that  neither  in  the  aiiine  Ireland,  or  in 
any  land  of  your  reulm  of  Kii;;lanil,  have  inciuiaitora  of  hereay 
been  npiHiinleil, — in  ahorl,  that  heretical  depravity  ia  not  wont 
tu  he  ilt'ti'tied  ami  punished  l>y  the  regular  oIKcera  of  an 
innuiHilion,  for  these  reaauna,  moat  beloved  aon,  your  holy 
nitthir  the  Church  coniiilently  iliea  to  the  ahield  of  thy  pro- 
teiVien,  by  which  the  aplcndour  of  the  ortliodox  faith  ia  for 
ank  near  irradiated,  that  you  may,  aa  the  champion  of  Chriat 
anil  of  hia  faith,  confound  oml  extirpate  the  aforeaaid  dc- 
pravly.  We  therefore  require,  and  nirncatly  dejirecato  your 
royiilyexrcllency,  that  in  conaiilcr.ition  of  the  reverence  anil 
honaw,^hich  are  duo  tu  the  faiih,  aiul'tikewise  of  that  con- 
cern wlnHi  should  bo  nianifeated  fur  the  aalvation  of  tho 
Iieople,  )ou  Would  without  delay  euiiae  lettera  mandatory  to 
>e  written,  aa  well  to  your  justici'ary  m  the  aforesaid  Ireland, 
aa  also  to  your  other  miniatera  conatihited  over  that  realm,  y 
that  thereby  they  may  be  obliged  to  afford  prompt  and  powff- 
ful  aaaialuncu  to  theaaid  bishop  of  Oasorj'and  all  other  nrelates 
of  Ireland,  in  taking,  punialiing,  and  expelling  the  aioreaaid 
heretiea  and  their  followera,  according  to  the  rules  and  inatitu- 
tiona  of  thu  eaiiniia.  In  thua  acting,  you  will  oiler  an  hitlocauat 
of  due  gratiludo  to  the  eternal  Majesty;  you  will  exalt  tho 
Catholic  faith,  ilo  honour  to  thu  Church,  comply  with  our 
reipiest,  exhortation  and  entreaty,  cxfol  even  higher  the  dignity 
uf  tliy  i-oyal  name,  and  contryibute  to  the  safety,  renown,  and 
proi-|K.Tity  of  thy  riiign."  Given  at  Avignon,  VllI  iJes 
Noveuibris,  anno  i-  pont* 

Itefore  this  epiatlu  had  arrived,  Uichard,  bishop  of  Ossory, 
was  liberated  from  prison,  having  been  confined  there  fur' 
aevenlecn  ilaya:  the  8ttj;rni  nevertheless  continued  unabated. 
At  length  the  bi^hop  resolved  on  proceeiling  to  Avignon,  in 
which  city  tho  poim  iheii  reaideil;  but  as  aoon  aa  he  had 
reached  VVaterford,  be  was  informed  that  tho  arphbishop 
Alexiuider  had  cauaed  letters  and  niessengcra  tu  be  despatched 
to  the  dilfereut  sea-ports  for  the  puri>ose  uf  having  him  arrested 
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an<l  llirowM  a  H'cond  tiiiio  into  iirimui.  KicliartI,  liinliop  of 
()u<>ry,  fdiiiiil  inuana,  liowuvur,  n(  vfToctiiiK  liin  eiica|H),  unil 
fliiil  to  till!  coiitinont,  wlicro  liu  f«iiliiiue<l  nine  ycara  mi  exilo. 
'I'liv  Icmliiig  |iruiiiotcn  uf  thu  licri'iy  were,  in  the  mran  time, 
iilnii^iKMl  nnd  acniiUMl  with  acorn  by  tliu  iHM>|ilf;  when 
nt'ilRlr  wi'nitli  nor  ii){)>riin(lizoinent  could  any  (on);i>r  bo  ex- 
|>octu<l — wbt^n  tlic  liureay  w«a  left  to  itaolf,  it  iliaiinpvarod, 
nnd  by  tliP  public  ntoncnient  of  ita  nuthora,  it  cuntribnteit  to 
tilt'  atdl  (.Tcatcr  CMilt:>tioii  unit  glory  of  the  ancient  faith  of 
llm  country,  Clemuiit  VI.,  who  succeeded  lU^nvilict  Xll., 
had  tlic  arciibiahnp  Alexander  du  llicknor  cited  to  Avicnon, 
ami  appointed  the  nrclibialiu|M  of  Armagh  and  of  Ciunel  oa 
cnnnniaaioncra,  with  powem  to  inatitute  an  iiiipiiry  and  decide 
on  tliu  caac*  Tlio  i>o|m>,  on  tliia  occaaion,  llkuwiao  e\eni|>ted 
Kichnrd,  biahop  of  Osaory,  nnd  Ida  dioceae  altoj^ether  from  ' 
the  juriadiction  of  the  nrchbiahnp  of  Dublin,  an(l  placed  him 
iunnediatcly  un<lertlie  Holy  See;  declaring;  at  the  aaino  time, 
that  every  sentence  of  excommunication,  aua|ii'naion,  and  in- 
terilict,  and  every  other  process  which  should  hap|ien  to  bo 
instituted  contniry  to  the  tenor  of  tlieae  oxeni|)tiona  were,  ipto 
fiirlo,  null  nnd  vniil. 

Kiclmrtl  l^ilreil  ri'turned  to  his  ilioceac  about  the  year  1347, 
having  been  furnisheil  with  the  bull  of  exemption.t  which 
document  being  interesting  and  elucidatory  of  the  whole 
subject,  nuiy  with  justice  bo  considered  worthy  of  insertion  in 
this  place. 

"  It  becnmcth  tlie  prudence  ami  cirenins|>cction  of  the 
Konian  pontiflT,  when  consulting  the  interest  of  churchca, 
prelutca,  mid  ecclesiuaticul  |H"rsiins,  to  relieve  with  |>ati!rnal 
aolicituile  all  those  who  are  opprcs8c<l,  nnd  to  mnkc  auch  con- 
ceaaiona  as  may,  with  (iod'a  help,  tend  to  their  general  tran- 
(|uility.  Vour  |H'titi(m,  most  truly,  has  set  forth,  wliilat  you, 
hnving  firat  consulted  us  according  to  the  canons,  liad  pro- 
ceeded againat  certain  heretics  discovered  by  you  in  your 
diocese  of  Ossory,  the  aforesaid  heretics  seized  your  jicrson, 
and  for  seventeen  days  hail  detained  you  ignominiously  bound 
in  chains  and  in  a  prison.  That  afterwards,  when  you,  l>eing 
liberated  IVom  prison,  had  ap|ienled  to  us  from  our  venerable 
brother  Alcsamler,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  who  inHicteJ 
many  and  great  injuries  on  you.  on  your  church  of  Osaory, 
on  your  clergy,  and  on  your  subjects,  and  when  you  had  set 
out  for  the  pur|)oso  of  proceeding  to  the  Apostolic  See  in  the 
prosecution    of    this    api>eal,    the    aforesaid    arclibishop    had 

'  \Va.li!iii>;'s  .Vnimleit.  toin.  viii.  p.  17.         +  t'lyn'*  .^IlilaI^  wl    v.  1.147- 
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cauM<l  Iiii  li'lU'm  to  bo  dcupnti-liod  to  nil  tliu  •on-|)orli  nnil 
otluir  iiliirrn,  tliroiigli  wliicli  it  wiu  iieceuary  fur  ynii  lu  |m»), 
cuiiRinf;  theri'hy  nml  imuMiriri^,  to  tlio  utniiMt  of  liU  power, 
(lint  your  |H'riHiii  iiiiiy  bu  ii)(iiin  icizeil  ii|miii  and  cnat  into 
priaoii.  Moruover,  when  you,  tlirouj^li  four  of  incarceration 
and  dt'ntli,  liud  lieen  conipcllcd  to  leave-  your  country  and  lire 
an  an  exile  for  nine  ycani,  ^our  teni|«)rai(i,  both  moroablo  and 
iiiiriiovcabic,  having  Uwn,  in  the  iiicaii  time,  sci/.ed  U|Kin,  tlie 
Buld  arrhbl»hnp,  by  fraud,  extortion,  and  vnriiuin  other  ways, 
annoyed  aii<t  <i|i|ires9ed  your  chiircU,  your  elerpv  anil  the  laity, 
who'lmd  auisted  vnii  in  rcaistinu  mid  nuttiu);  ilown  the  afore- 
said heroticH.  And,  whereas,  we  by  our  letters  liiivo  commanded 
the  Hiiiil  arcliliiiihop  to  be  cited  before  iia,  and  that  within  a 
given  time,  |>eruinptorily  ■jx^'ciiled,  and  that  you,  in  the  mean 
time,  may  have  reason  to  fenr  lest  he  ahoiird  proceed  with 
nioro  severity  towards  yon,  your  clergy  and  people,  and  by 
this  nieiins  might  fio  pni'veiitcd  from  governing  your  churcti 
ill  the  uiaiiiier  which  uchoveth  you ;  wc,  therefore,  anxious  to 
protect  thy  )ier9on,  n»  also  to  relieve  your  clor;iy  and  people 
from  oppression,  and  yielding  to  the  prayer  of  your  petition 
do,  by  "ur  aiiostolic  authority,  and  by  special  favonr,  altogether 
exempt  liotli  you,  your  church,  ycuir  city,  your  diocese  of 
Ossiiry,  your  clergy,  your  laity,  mid  all  jiersons  therein,  as  long 
as  you  piesiilc  over  tfio  see,  ami  that  the  aforesaid  persecution 
coiitiinies,  from  all  jurisdiction,  dominion,  power,  and  snpc- 
ritirity  of  the  aforesaid  archbishop ;  anil  wo  hereby  aiibject 
and  plaiH"  you,  your  clergy  and  |iuopIe,  under  the  immediate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Apostolic  See.  We  likewise  decree,  that 
every  sentence  of  excommunication,  sus|ieiisiiin,  and  interdict, 
and  every  other  process  whicli^nay  be  instituted  contrary  to 
the  tenor  of  this  exemption,  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no 
elTect."*  Given  at  Avignon,  iv  ides  Aprilis,  anno  v.  Only 
three  years  had  elapsed  Iwtween  the  date  of  this  exemjition 
and  the  death  of  the  archbishop  Alexander  de  liicknor.  Upon 
his  demise  the  exemption  ceased,  and  the  diocese  of  Ossory 
was  again  placed  nnilcr  the  jurisdiction  of  the  archbishop  of 
Dublin  .f 

•  Ex  lili  il.  ;  KjiUL  .'illfi. 

t  Son  Iti'K.  Vat  lih  ii.  |»ini  iv.  Thn  liiill  ia  i|.iti«l  tlii'  llltli  ypnr  of  Clement 
VI.  A.c.  13.M,  ami  tliiiM  coni'IjiiU'i :— "Oiimiuu  |HwtliUHlutn  {trn'fatiiH  Alexander 
an'hic(»iwo]tu»  viam  furrit  iiiiivenwe  carnU  inKTvaHiiM,  mMWjuo  I>ni)linii  ewilaiiii' 
|>or  ilMiua  uruliu'juMUftpi  oliitiiin  tunc  vaeautJH,  tie  [lersoiui  vvnt'rabiliH  Tratris 
nnntn  Jt^nniit  ari'liU'intti'mii  UiiWinen.  tltixeriniuK,  proviilcmliini,  |ini-lici{!ntes 
f'Um  i|)*4i  DnUilirn.  ccuIokul'  in  an-hiejMsudimin  et  |iaMtoroni.  p'm  |Arto  i|Miils 
•Idannia  archi())>.  linliiM  cxtitit  hiiinilitfTriiipptieantem,  iit  uo  itccaaiom' hujnamwli 
t'x<jn|>tiuui%  ^ii!c   per  iiwia-]  .Vlexaiiilri  oltitum  est  Ktihlnta,  inter  Juaniivm 


Mi\ 
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Mh'T  lliii  p4'rliiil,  Iticliiird,  IiIhIkiji  (if  0»mry,  ronllnui"!  in 
the  iiiidiiilurbccl  KnvernmiMit  of  liii  ihw,  IIo  ervctt'il  ihu  vpit- 
roiwl  |ial«'a  in  Kilkcnnjr,  hnvinu  Rnil,  with  tha  kiiiK'a  pvrniii- 
•Ion,  ilcnioliahuil  thrcu  chiirchei  without  the  wiilfi,  init 
«ni|i|oyi'(l  thu  niutcriala  in  huilcllni(  the  |«liico.  lie  alio 
rv|mir«il  ami  hiMiiitlKud  thu  i'ttlh«ilriil,  the  windowa  of  which, 
particularly  that  towards  thv  ciut,  hud,  l>v  hii  ilircctiona,  been 
miiaheil  in  a  atylu  tn  neat  and  urand,  ■nil  with  aui'h  exquiaito 
workmunaliii),  that  the  liko  could  not  be  found  at  that  time  in 
Irulunil.  Ilicliiird  Leilrcil  wua  forty-two  yvaia  bishop  of 
Oaaiiry.  Ilu  dieil  in  1360,  and  wna  inti'rrud  with  great  tolem- 
iilty  in  hi>  own  enthedral,  on  the  f^oapt'l-aide  of  the  hi^iih  altar. 

The  ei'cleaiuatical  events  which  svcm  to  fill  up  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  this  century,  are  thosu  in  which  the  urchl>isho[ia 
of  Arinafjh  took  u  loading  |iarl,  ttn<l  |>nrticnlurly  Richard  Kill- 
Uulph,  who  hud  liven  promoted  to  that  see  in  1347.  In  those 
days  ainioat  every  Kuf/lisli  pcclosiiisliu  who  happened  tikhe 
advanced  to  any  place  of  iniiHirtunco  in  the  church  of  IroliilM, 
wiisa  ninn  who,  ut  the  sumo  tune,  huil  more  or  less  civil  iidluence 
in  his  hnnda;  an<l  tliia  it  in  which  makes  it  more  surprising, 
thiit  insleuil  uf  contemliuji'  ulxiut  comiwrative  trilles,  they 
should  liuvo  nltonethor  neglected  the  interests  of  the  nation, 
and  stood  liy  ua  ailvnt  Hpictutors,  while  the  people  were  stript 
of  tlioHo  righta  to  which,  na  men  ami  citizens,  they  were 
unqucationiibly  entitled.  Uichurd  Kilz-Uilph,  cliancollor  of  the 
unlvenity  of  Oikford  and  denn  of  Ijchiield,  was  consecrated 
nrchliislinp  of  Armagh,  at  Kxeter,  in  July,  1347.  His  acquire- 
ments aa  H  acliolar,  although  very  much  overrateil,  hail  gained 
Idni  conaidoruhic  reputation  during  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 
He  apiH'nrs,  however,  to  be  but  a  very  imliiiuront  theologian: 
his  priiicijud  forte  consisted  in  oratory ;  and  in  this  he  ranked 
amongst  the  first  ami  most  |H>pular  preucliera  of  the  day. 
Having  contended  with  tint  friurs  of  Armagh  about  some 
ornamenta  belonging  to  their  convent,  and  whieh  ho  intended 
to  have  removed  to  his  palace,  he  proceeds  to  l.ori<l<in,  and  in 
St.  I'aul's  Church,  publicly  advanced  nine  conclusions  againat 
the  mendicant  orders.*     riiese  pro|>oBilions  were  soon  after 

ftrcliiuji  ft  KicliKnliim  (>|>iROniiiim,  atiiiM|ii«nn»fiit«M,  qua-atloniH  materia  nrUtiir, 
|iMivi<len>  lie  i>|»)M>rtunt>  tlcilAnttioniii  tM-iit>hcio  (li^'iiareiuiir ;  cumcatua  (•jiiMlem 
«Xi-tn|)tu>niM  IHT  iimiiiH  iVlvxalKtri  olntiiin  j«ui  ueiwAvit  NiM  vuli'iilfff  hiiJumiiiNli 
lititjioniiu  anlniutiliila  nliviitn',  i|iMiiu  Joaiiiiiit  ar<')ii(,|i  8ii|i]>licatii>iiiliiiH  iiiclitiati ; 
ailvtoriUtu  AiMwUitica,  t«iii>K  iiririK'ntiiuii  tltMilnrainuM  eximiptioni'tii,  itiime- 
<liataiii  «iil>j<x'ti<int'm  ft  ilvurt'titm  biijuaiiKMli,  ft((il»cuuu|Ue  in  i|>iKi  uai;ni|itiime 
contunta  iwr  i|MiiiN  Ali'xaiiilri  iiliituin  ,|ii>uitiu  expinuati  et  nulliiu  ex  tuna 
n>biiria  vi'l  iiHiiafiili-  Nulli  erjjri,  ctu  nuatna  (Ictilaratiuuia,  eto "  Datum 
Aveiiinni!  x  kal  .liilii,  anno  x. 
•  WailJJng'-  Anusla,  t"m.  iv.  p.  B4. 
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•alcmnly  condoinni'd,  l)iit  had  for  miiny  year*  Riven  riiie  to 
murli  miKry  *nii  fixiliili  i'iinteiitii>ii,  witlioiit  liuiiif;  of  Iho  leant 
|H>wiihlc  liunt'flt,  pilliiT  to  rflJKJon  or  to  the  Rrliiiil  condition  of  the 
t)eii|ilt'.  \lv  iiiiiiiitnini-d  tlint  voliinliiry  mendicilVi  unilertnkvn 
for  tlitttiikoof  OliriHlinn  iM<rf«ction,  mui  illicit.  St'condly,  tliat 
Cliriat  our  Lord  nvvor  did  he^,  nor  did  lie  coiuikcI  iiifiidicitr, 
but  on  llu>  I'ontniry  forbnd  it.  Tliirdlv,  tliitt  to  iwg  voluntarily 
la  cnntmry  to  every  law,  liumnn  mid  divine.  Foiirtlily,  tliat 
neither  St.  Kninein  nor  any  other  mint  ever  taught  men  to  be^ 
voluntarily  for  the  Hitke  of  perfection.  Fifthly,  that  Ohriat, 
a«  iniin,  wo.t  the  wde  temporal  i.ord  of  all  thiiius,  lie  alone  heinK 
in  the  atiite  ofuri^iiial  innocence ;  hut  whereas  no  founil  projwrty 
in  the  |Kiiiiie«»io»i  of  others,  ho  merely  ceded  hia  rijjht.  Sixthly, 
that  a  |>erfuin  t;»<''y  "f  mortal  ain  coulil  not,  in  that  atate,  havo 
the  dominion  of  anylhin);  hy  a  jiiHt  title.  Seventhly,  that  to 
receivo  tliu  confemions  of  the  laithful,  waa  contrary  to  tho 
ministerial  condition  of  the  niendicuni  ordura ;  nor  could  they 
oxerciiH)  the  privilci;e  alloweil  them  in  thia  rka|>cct  without 
incurrin){  eternal  ruin.  Ky^hthly,  that  iinleaa  in  caae  of  urgent 
neceiwity,  it  wua  unlawful  to  licnr  confeiwiona  any  where  except 
in  the  |iuriali  church.  Ninthly,  that  all  who  confeita  to  rolifjioiia 
mendicanta  (even  though  they  nhould  have  jurisdiction  from 
the  Holy  iSee),  are  bound  to  confvm  the  same  aina  once  a  year 
to  their  imrinh  privat,  at  leaHt  for  the  ohsvrvuncu  of  the  eccle- 
aiaalical  precept. 

Aa  Hooii  iiK  thcne  strange  and  novel  opinions  had  been 
puhlisheil,  a  genend  outcry  was  raised  on  all  aides,  ami  parti- 
cularly from  the  procurators  of  the  diirerent  orders.  I'hey 
strongly  denied  tho  orthoiloxy  of  tlii-so  conclusiona,  maintain- 
ing that  the  doctrines  of  the  archbishop  were  at  least  rash  and 
erroneous.  Nor  were  these  contentions  coiilined  to  Ireland. 
The  Knglish  church  had  been  ut  tho  same  time  distrnctcd  by 
diHiiiites  of  a  similar  deacription.*  Hooks  and  tracts  wero 
published  ond  circulated ;  harangues  were  delivered  from  the 
pulpit,  while  appeula  without  number,  and  recriminations  with- 
out end,  were  issuing  forth  from  Imtli  sides  to  the  Holy  See. 
The  archbishop  of  Armagh  having  been  cited  to  Avignon, 
pojie  Innocent  VI.  referred  the  examination  of  the  whole 
cause  to  lour  cardinals,  of  whom  tho  cardimil  William,  bishop 
of  Tusculum,  waa  president.  This  conference  terminated  in 
the  renovation  of  the  constitution  of  John  XXII.,  by  which 
the  rights  and  [irivileges  of  the  religious  to  prciich  aiul  receivo 
tho  confessions  of  the  faithful  were  re-established,  together 
with  li  mandate,  that  in  future,  the  archbishop  Kichard  should 
*  Foi'i  Act.  ct  Monnm.  vol  i  i>.  Wt 
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not,  oillier  in  hia  writing*  or  ilim'uunwt,  xlrana-  inylliing 
wliicli  iniKlit  Ih)  coiiatruril  into  Hti  infrini^niiivnt  of  Iha 
nfuruiutiil  ronittiltitioiiii.  At  tlio  Minu  tiiiiu,  |H>|>a  Innocvnt 
VI.  itildrpui'il  mi  *(liiiiiiiitot-v  v|>i«tl«  In  tlio  urelil>i»linij)i 
unit  biiiliu|M  of  Kn;;lun(l,  wlu-rii  tliv  ciintruveny  hsil  in 
fuct  HMiiuu'il  n  ncriiMM  a|>|H>iirHnc>-.  In  this  i)|iiitle  Inno- 
cent alliiilt'ii  to  tho  (i|iiniona  alrviuly  inniiilHinfil  l>y  Uichsril, 
nrclilii»lio|i  of  Arniiit.'li,  |in>nonn('<'>i  tliuni  to  b«  fi«lM>,  and 
inhi  IikIvii  liy  Cxiiortiiiu  tho  prclato  to  f;ive  no  further 
opiMMition  to  the  ri|!hta  an<l  |)rivilt-)!<-<i  of  theau  rp^iilar  orders, 
hut  rather  U>  ^uiih'd  l>y  nuvh  <lt-viaion  aa  lo  the  afore- 
■aiil  tribunal  ahould  aii|Huir  jiiat  and  aatiafactury.  Tho  arch- 
biiiho|),  Itichurd  Kilz-ltulph,  thua  dlMi|i|Hilnlod,  and  not  a  littlo 
|>«r(>U)xud  at  thc>  uiirx|H'ctod  turn  which  thii  diaiif^roMible 
lili);ation  had  now  lu|(un,  retirud  Into  ll('l>{ium  and  died  aoun 
after  iit  llnynault.  Ilia  reniaina  weru  afterwurda  eonvoyod  to 
Dnmliilk,  the  |ilaee  of  hia  nativity,  b^  Stephen  Wall,  liiahop 
of  Mentli,  where  the\  wore  interreil  with  U-coming  aoloninlty. 
Ouni'erninii  hia  writln)^,  anri  lurtieularly  hia  four  book* 
apiiniit  tliu  Aruiuniuna,  a  variety  of  opinion  scvnia  to  pruvail. 
I'ruteoluH,  I'auliia,  I'eruainua,  ami  others,  havo  considered  him 
a  heretic,*  but  undeacrvedly ;  lor,  among  other  things,  hu  aub- 
mitU'd  all  hia  \vritinf;a  to  the  correction  of  the  Church,  ami 
il  he  erred  in  opinion,  that  hIiouIiI,  ]>erhapa,  bo  more  properly 
ttltributi'd  lo  a  richiieai  or  exubcrunce  of  fancy,  than  to  any- 
thin);  like  eontuuiaey  or  |K'rversity  of  intention.'  Ilowover,  hia 
writiii^rt  are,  aa  Thoniaa  Waldenaua  atulea,  to  be  road  with  ^foot 
caution;  while  Ciirilinul  llelUrniin, alluding  lo  hia  fourth  book 
afjuiiiat  the  Armoninna,  8:iya:  "In  aoveral  parts  of  tliia  work 
may  be  I'ounil  ninny  crrom,  coiieerniiig  the  |>owcr  of  priests, 
the  jKiverly  of  tJlirist,  and  tho  religious  atale."}  Novertheleas, 
Ilia  repiilalion  for  virtiio  waa  very  j;rea(,  and  several  miracles 
weru  Kiiid  lo  have  been  wroujiht  at  hia  tomb.  At  the  cloae 
of  this  centiifv,  |>o|io  Ilonifaco  IX.  ap|K>inted  an  examination 
lo  lie  taken  of  tiiein,  bavin);  for  that  purjioae  conatituted  oa 
coniuiiHsionera  >l»lin  C'olton,  nrchbiahop  of  Anna);li,  Richard 
VoiniL',  bialiop-eleet  of  l^infior,  and  the  abbot  of  Oincy,  near 
Oxford ;  but  of  thu  pi'oceediii)^!  and  termination  uf  this  inquury 
hiatory  appeai-a  not  lo  have  left  any  record. 

During  llio  reiun  of  liichard  ll.,  which  closes  the  hiatory 
of  tliiit  century,  but  few  events  of  an  eeclesiaatical  nature  had 
occurred.    Jonn  Culton,  archbiahop  uf  Aruiagh,  and  Philip 


•  KU'iitli.  Ilerin.  |..  iW.  f  Hi.  +  Wailding,  torn,  iv  n  M. 
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Tarrin)(|nn,  tn'hliinlinp  of  Culivl,  having  it  difliiront  timM 
•nJD^od  k  rf>niiiil«nil)lr  ilmre  of  myal  fuvnur,  hail  U  in  their 
iiower  to  bv  of  incntimablo  Iwnc'Ht  t<>  Inilumi;  but  theae  pri>- 
mtpa  weru  nvliloin  in  the  country,  anil  the  greater  portion  of 
tliuir  tinui  apiwan  to  havo  iH-vn  uniployi'd  in  foreign  nuffocia- 

tioB*. 

John  Collon  »»»,  for  a  iihort  ihtiihI.  chancellor,  ami  afler- 
wanli  lord  iiiKticc  of  Ircliinil.  In  13H1  ho  rccuivuil  a  coniniia- 
•ion  from  Uichard  II.  for  the  traiiMictiini  of  iH)ino  important 
concern*  in  the  court  of  Home,  Thi«  ncfiociation,  however, 
waa  of  very  little  C(ina(«|Hence  cither  to  the  church  or  Hock 
over  which  the  archliiahop  had  Iwen  appointed:  it  concerned 
another  coiinlrr  and  another  pvo|ilc,  while  Ireland  and  ita 
wretched  inhuliilnnUi  were  left  uluioat  without  a  ainj^le  pro- 
tector— unnoticed,  unpitinl,  nnd  aluindoned. 

Philip  Torrington,  a  Kranciacan  and  doctor  of  divinity,  w««, 
in  like  manner,  a<H)n  alter  hia  jiromotion  to  the  aee  of  Caahel, 
in  1370,  aent  as  ambaaandor  from  Ilichiiril  II.  lo  po|Ht  I'rban 
VI.  On  bin  return,  thia  prelate, among  other  nuittem,  lircaclicd 
a  aornion  at  St.  I'aul'a  in  lx)ndon,  of  which  Tlioniaa  VValaing- 
hani  frivca  the  following  account.* 

"  III  tlioM'  doya  there  came  from  Homo  the  iirchbiahop  of 
Caahel,  an  Irialiniun;  when  he  nrrive<l  in  Kondoii,  he  preached 
to  the  |M'ople,  and  in  hia  aeriiion  announced  that  the  king  of 
Kninco,  ami  oa  many  as  adhered  to  the  anti|Ki|>e,  lay  under  the 
aentenco  of  e.\rommunication.  lie,  moreover,  UKsiired  tliom, 
that  now  wna  the  favourable  time  for  the  Kngliah,  in  right  of 
their  inoiiurcli,  to  invade  the  kingdom  of  Krance:  aa-igning  aa 
a  reason,  that  whereas,  now  the  king  of  Knince  lay  under  a 
censure,  he  would  nut  hnvo  it  in  his  [Hiwer  to  make  resistance 
or  carry  on  a  war." 

However  plausible  or  aeoaonable  this  harangue  might  ap|)ear, 
it  di<l  not  seem  to  have,  at  the  lime,  many  admirers.  Uno 
truth,  however,  is  certain,  that  while  these  men,  with  |K>wvr 
and  intluencu  at  their  command,  were  thus  busily  employed  in 
the  |iolemical  management  of  foreign  intcreHts,  the  general 
state,  the  |K'acu  and  pros|x;rity  of  Ireland,  wero  subjects 
scarcely  ever  contemplated, — they  were  wantonly  and  Bliame- 
fullv  disregarded. 

'Ibis  chiipler  shall  conclude  with  tlio  notorious  alututes  of 
Kilkenny.  I'hey  were  passed  in  this  century,  and  from  them 
alone  thu  reader  may  be  enabled  to  form  some  idea  of  tlieaurt 
of  justice  which  the  Irish  ]>eople  had  received  at  thu  hands  of 

•  A.I  anil.  I,17». 
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tlieir  riilon  in  tlnMo  ilHyii.  It  wm  vnurtud  tlmt  "  inlernuur- 
rinKi'H  with  llio  iiulivi'",  i>r  miy  t'oniutxioii  with  tlifiii,  oa 
fiMtirriirii,  iir  in  tliu  wiiy  of  finnHipruil,  •liouH  l>e  piiiiiiilieil  u 
lii);li  IriiiiMui  Tlmt  tliu  luu  «(  tlivir  immo,  ljiii){uag«,  iii)|iarol, 
or  irtiitiiniii,  iilif)ul(l  liu  |iuni«lii>cl  with  thu  fiirfiMliiru  of  lunili 
ami  tcMiMiiuiitii.  That  iinv  HiihiniHiiiun  to  thu  llrehou  Iuwh  wua 
truaiuin.  'I'luit  thu  Knjtliiili  slionhl  not  |)erniit  the  Iriah  to 
grant  ii|ion  thvir  lands.  That  thu  Itanla  o(  thu  Iriah  ahoulii 
not  b«'  untcrlainuil.  That  to  coiii|il'I  Kn||lith  aubjoeta  to  fay 
or  niiiinluin  aoldiera  wuh  fuluny.  That  no  nwr*  frukinan 
thniilil  /x  ptnnilteil  to  ohUiin  (i«y  Imitjiei  in  llm  chiireh,  ur  t>4 
alliiireil  lo  fiijiii/  llif  i>ri»ihittt  Dfrtliijliiiu  iiiitiliile.'^ 

Whilu  thu  luirlianiunt  hud  Uiimi  uni|ihiyc'il  in  framing  thoaa 
•tatutvs  at  Kilkenny,  thu  Iriuli  puoplu  without  tho  Italu  wuru 
I'VOM  >in|>|>li<'iitiiig  tlii'ir  rulera  for  a  |iarlici|)ation  of  tiio  iHtnvfit 
of  thu  l-.nglinli  lawa.  Thi'y  oIK'rpil  to  pnri'hiuu  thin  nhiuhl  of 
tho  ('onxtitiition  at  an  enormous  pricu;  liut  tlivir  |)otitiona  wuro 
rnjcutod,  and  both  law  and  eouHtitution  wvru  thus  unnaturally 
tdonod  a(;nin«t  llii-ni.  Ily  Ihi'  lirstsix  of  the  Kilkenny  Stntutea, 
a  regular  linu  of  nuiional  and  legal  distinction  wiu  marked  out 
lietwiH'ii  the  Englinh  settlers  ami  thu  native  inhuhitiinta  of  thu 
country.  This  aet  <if  le^islutivu  ehieanery  soon  Jbccamo  thu  , 
fruitful  sonrcu  of  turhiilenee,  insurreetion  and  blmdshed,  and 
iinded  in  tho  great  olijeet  origiuully  contemplatod — tho  conflsea- 
tion  of  the  i>ro|i<3rly  of  tho  country, and  tho  almost  indiscriminato 
beggary  ol  its  inhabitants,  Hy  thu  last  atatute,  howover,  tho 
cloister,  and  even  the  altar,  beeanio  a  monn|ioly;  religion  waa 
traiisfonnud  into  a  sort  of  close  Iwrough;  anil  no  man,  no 
matter  how  exalted  his  piety,  his  merit,  or  his  religious  voca- 
tion, could  be  intrusted  with  tho  cure  of  suuls,  or  allowe<l  to 
uiaku  his  |irol'ession  in  a  nuinastic  institute,  if  it  could  Iw  unco 
'  proved  that  he  had  licon  what  was  in  those  times  termed  a 
mere  Iruhmmi.  I>ans  such  as  theso  could  not,  by  any  poaai- 
bility,  be  attended  with  tho  least  benefit  to  ruligion:  they  woro 
at  all  events  observed  to  the  loiter;  they  hail  been  ,uvun  con- 
Krnied  by  sulM(M|iient  acts  of  the  lugislaturu;  thus  wuro  the 
religions  foundations  of  Ireland,  which  at  ono  period  wore- 
-thrown  open  to  the  wi. rid,  and  atlbrded  shelter  and  education  to 
thu  Itriton,  now  closed  against  her  own  chililron,  by  laws  and 
penalties  which  to  this  day  continue  faithfully  rcconted  on 
ihe  |>age  of  history,  but  » hich  no  man  haa  ever  yet  attempted 
to  justify. 

•  Nir  J.  DaviM,  DiK.  |i.  12Jt. 
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OIIAI'TKK  II. 

HiMMMMora  ttl  Hi  Patrick  -  Ki'iiMM'lxU  Mt.|«~  ItfliKliiiiN  fmimUtiiiiiK  of 
Iha  KimrtruiiUi  t  Vntury. 

PuRiNa  llin  fourliii^nth  coiilury,  tlio  metropolitan  noe  of 
Arniii){li  wan  (y^verntnl  by  oighl  iiri'liili-ii  in  n-Kuiar  miocewion. 
On  lliii  ilfutli  of  Nichdlaa,  in  llUllt,  thu  »ra  rainnint'd  vacant 
for  lliruo  ypiim,  notwitliHtnmlin);  tlio  vHorts  wliicli  liuil  Ih'imi 
inailo  \>y  tliu  ili'iin  ami  cliuiiti-r  tn  |irovi<l<i  for  the  niirccaaion. 
At  liMigth,  in  liVXi,  JoHif  I'lAFrK,  l>y  iirovinion  of  iho  pope, 
wan  conM-cniliMl  arcliliialuip  of  Arnin^li.  Tlii«  prelate,  now- 
ever,  ilivil  at  Kointi  in  tliu  naniti  yrar,  and  *»*  nuecocilcil  liy 
Waltkb  dk  .Iobsii  oh  .Iovck,'  a  loarm-d  Dominiran,  anil  lirother 
of  'I'lidnmH  Joriu!,  iMnliiml  of  St.  Suliina.  Walter  tie  June 
WOK  I'unwcrntol  liy  Nii:liola«  eanliiial  of  (Htiuni,  but  presiduti 
over  tliii  nrrliiliiH'cse  only  five  yenni  wlien  lie  rcaisnod.  Hii 
Inve  of  retirement,  anil  liis  iweiiliurly  atuilionn  liubita,  aro 
nuinbereil  union);  the  cauae*  which  ultimately  inilucuil  him  tu 
tender  his  resignation  of  the  see.  Tliia  prelate,  when  releaaed 
from  thu  oblii;ationa  of  a  weifshty  ailmniiHtration,  witlidrow, 
a»  it  in  tliiMi).'nl,  to  Oenou,  where  lie  upplicil  hiuiHelf  to  the 
revision  of  most  of  his  worku,  and  contributed  largely  to  the 
vcclesiuntical  literature  of  those  timea.  Anion);  Ins  writinga, 
the  Ibllowiu);  are  ]>arliuulurly  noticed:  a  promptuary  of 
tho<ilo);Vi  in  three  liooka;  one  book  on  nina  in  );cnonil',  one 
b<Hik  of  ijiwstions ;  a  auiiimary  of  tlieolo)!y  in  four  books ;  on 
ori);inul  am;  a  comnieiitury  on  the  four  lioiiks  uf  sunteiicea; 
and  a  comiiicntury  on  the  I's^ma  of  Duvid.  lie  wua  suc- 
ceeded ill  the  see  by  Ilia  brother, 

Itoi.AND  OK  JoRBK,  B  member,  likewiao,  of  the  Order  of 
Preachers,  eli-cted  urehbialiop  of  ArniB)»li  liy  (/lenient  V.,  and 
restored  to  the  temporals  on  the  Iftth  September,  1313.  The 
arclibiahop  Kohind,  as  has  been  stated  in  the  nreceding 
chapter,  contended  stieimoualy  with  the  cleroj^  of  Dublin  on 
the  subject  of  those  priiimtiul  privile)rua  wliIcli,  up  to  thu 
time  of  llonoriiis  III.,  the  see  of  Ariun)>li  hud  uni|>ipstionably 
enjoyed.  Accordin);  to  Camden,  tho  nrclibisliop  Koland 
arriveit  at  Ilowth  on  the  day  after  the  Annunciation,  a.d.  I3I,> 
lie  arose  diirni);  the  ni);bt,  and  ailvancin^  towards  Dublin, 
caused  the  cruaa  to  be  carried,  with  greut  auleuinity,  before  him 
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until  III'  luut  trrivuU  ut  tin-  priory  of  Oraco-Diou.  An  account 
nf  lliia  iiu|i|Miwi<l  uncroueliinant  hnvin);  liean  conri'VPtl  to  tlia 
arclibixliop  III'  Dublin,  wMnu  of  hi*  iloniiiitii-ii,  aiileil  by  • 
niiihU'r  of  inti-rmtiHl  ontliuaiiuta,  wrnt  furtli  from  the  city 
for  I  till  pur|iow  of  rt>«i«linK  tlio  prinmtv.  Tliey  met  liiiu  niuir 
lliu  uluivi'-iniintioncil  iiriory,  pruveiitu<l  him  from  iKlvmicinu 
tiiwanlit  Dniilin,  liHik  down  hi*  croM,  nml  (to  uao  the  wor>l>  of 
the  animh)  ilrovii  him  in  confuiioii  out  of  I^initer.*  Nor 
wai  tliia  controvuniy  ili'iicluil  iliirin);  tlio  incuiiilxincy  of 
Kolnml;  it  wa*  ri'iunivil  with  oven  uililitionni  anhmr  liy  hia 
•uccfiiiiom.  Aftur  an  incunil)unuy  of  ui);ht  years,  ihu  priinato 
Itolund,  Hiliiptin){  iho  uxaniplu  of  hia  preduccaaor,  reai^ned  the 
archliinliiiprie,  aii<l  waa  auccijiloil  liy 

Htxpiun  Nkqbavi,  rcctnr  of  Stepnuy  Church  near  Lon- 
don, anil  cham-oiliir  of  the  univcraity  of  CuniliriilKV-  Ho  waa 
vicctcil  liy  John  XXII , and  imnicdiutiily  after  liia  conaecration 
waa  ri'itorcd  to  tlio  lani|Hirala  liy  Kiltvaril  II.,  in  July,  1323,1 
'I'liii  cliuractcr  and  inllucnco  of  tliia  upriuht  prclulc,  nerved  to 
caat  Nomu  ruya  of  lio|X)  on  thu  dea|KiniTeni'y  of  tliu  nation, 
and  llieae  ex|icctationa  woulil.it  ii  prolutlilc,  have  been  rualiaod, 
but  he  die<l,  a.o.  1H3II,  at  thu  very  |ieriiHl  wIilmi  the  exertiona 
of  nomu  ^reat  and  t{oo<l  man  weru  lamentably  wanted  and 
univcninlly  culled  for. 

DAVin  U'lliRAOHTY  waa  hia  aucceaaor:  li«  waa  coniecnitetl 
at  Avi^'non,  in  January,  IXH,  and  received  misAwiion  of  the 
temiionilitiea  of  the  see  on  the  llUh  of  thu  followin)^  March. 
Under  this  prelate,  thu  former  conlrovcray,  arising  out  of  the 
nielrii|iolitiin  rii-hla,  was  uniieceaaarily  revived.  I'ho  primate 
David  having  been  summoned  to  attend  a  lurliament,  held 
nniler  Churletoii,  ill  1337,  the  usual  prejiuratiuns  weru  made 
for  his  apiieiirance  in  St.  Mary's  Aliliey,  near  Dublin,  and 
among  other  accustomed  ceremonies,  he  was  to  advance  through 
thu  city  with  the  cross  carricil  before  hiiii.{  The  king,  more- 
over, ha<l  writs  issued  as  nell  to  the  arc)lbislio|i  of  Dublia  and 
\m  vicur-gcncral,  a»  to  thu  mayor  and  biiililh  of  the  city,  by 
wliicli  lie  strictly  enjoined  them  not  to  nirer  resistance  to  the 
proceedings  nf  tin,'  priumto.J  Tills  nmndate,  howuvur,  'proved 
iiietli.>ctual ;  the  archbishoti,  Alc.xaniler  dc  Kicknor,  assisted  by 
his  clergy  an<l  the  public  authurilies  of  thu  city,  roaO  up 
against  it ;  but  Diiviil,  on  the  29th  of  Nav«uilH>r  in  the  same 
year,  cuuse<l  those  clauses  of  impe  Urban's  bull  which  con- 
firm the  privileges  of  the  see  of  Armagh,  to  bo  published  and 

*  AiiimU  xI  a    1.11.1.  t  llymur.  t<iiii.  iv.  |i  7. 
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•fhtrwinli  oxaninlilii-d  umltir  the  ((re*l  imI  n(  Ireluiil.*  Tha 
Minali  of  Neiiagn,  miil  othvr  ancient  rvironU,  ant  nut  doncient 
in  atloriliiiK  Hiiiplo  tMtimuny  to  tlio  |KMton«l  inurita  of  tliii 
prclaus  ri'iiri'iu'nlinx  liiin  niia  ninn  wiw  Kml  ivalou*,  ami  nt^t 
unwortliy  lli«  tixaltcil  >lJitliiii  wliirh  li«  <>ccii|iiail  in  tliu  church. 
l>avi.l  (iii'cl  „,,  tho  Itlth  >if  May,  I'AM 

Kiciuaii  KiTi-l{ti.rii,clianc<>ll(>r«f  th«iinivonity  i>r Oxford, 
waa  ritu'tvil  on  th«  fi>lliiwi»x  yoar  liv  po|)<)  Cloinenl  VI.,  and 
imineilinli'ly  after  wim  coniii-crHti-d  at  Kavlur,  l>y  John  <irandi- 
aon,  liinliiip  of  that  M'u.  The  rontontionii  which  hud  Ixwn 
crt-Klcd  iK'lwocn  this  j>ri>lat«and  tliu  ri'^ulur  cirdcn,  hnvu  Iwun 
niitict-d  in  the  forepiinK  chni>lur.  ('oiiniih'riiig  the  unl>«nding 
diii|HHiition  of  the  |irinmte  Ki<  liaril,  thi-re  wiiri  ri'iixm  lo  expect 
that  the  former  diiiiintea  on  the  nubject  ol'  the  primacy  would 
lie  rfniiiiied.  He  liail  already  4aliltiined  Mevpral  letten  front 
Edward  III  aiithorixinK  him  to  have  the  emu  curried  liefure 
him   in  every  |>urt  of  Ireland;  while,  at  tho  ume  time,  the 

iieen  and  other  |irin<'i|ial  anthoritiojt  were  lonimundod  to  nmist 
lini  in  the  proHecution  of  his  ri;:hta.  Kncouraffed  hy  the 
tenor  of  thetiu  lettem,  Iticlmnl  iirucevdeil  to  Oulilin,  with  tho 
cnwii  borne  JH-I'ore  him,  und  took  np  Inn  residence  in  the  citj. 
On  tho  followiof^  morniof;  hit  iimoluimed  the  priviloiren  of  Iho 
church  of  Arninuh,  ami  reiiulilliihed  the  bull  of  Uriiiin  IV.  in 
the  prcHi'iiiT  of  tho  lord  juHticu  of  Ireland,  the  prior  of 
Kiluiuinhuni,  and  iM'\eiul  of  the  noliilily;  at  the  Mime  time 
fulniinatin;^  the  sentence  of  excomniunicallon  a;;iiin«t  all  who 
•hould  attempt  to  op|Hme  him.  Thia  dinplny  of  nuthority, 
honever  formiduhle,  wua  tuit,  it  upjH'urs,  aufljcient  to  control 
either  the  lord  juKtice,  the  prior,  or  the  otlu^  authoritica  of 
the  city  'I'li^y  prevented  Itichard  from  ap|iearinK  in  [lulilic 
with  any  aymbol  nf  priuialiul  iliatinclion,  ntid,olili;;ed  him  to 
return  to  Umgheda,  wheio  he  denounced  tlieni  nil  un  |K)niona 
publicly  excommunicated.  Some  of  the  nobility, liariiij;  ul'ter- 
wnnlH  ncknowle(l|;ed  their  error,  re|iairc(l  to  Uniglieda  and 
were  ulmolved  from  the  cennure.  Durinj;  llic  name  year,  the 
prior  of  Kilinuiidmni  oeiit  particular  luuiMengem  to  l)ro;;hedu, 
imploring  for),'ivenci«;  he  (lied,  however,  liefore  the  ineMen^'em 
returned,  uor  waa  he  iilloweil  (Jhrialian  burial  until  nbaolution 
from  the  ci'naure  had  been  publicly  prumiuncoci  by  the  primnle.f 
However,  the  controversy  wiia,  nlHiut  four  yearn  after  (ID.VI), 
removeil  to  Kome,  when  the  decision  of  Innocent  VI  us 
already  noticeil,)  Inid  l>een  published,  and  served,  at  least  for 
the  present,  to  tnini|uilli»i  both  jtartiei.     The  priniato  Kicluird 

•  Cwwlro,  Annal,  13.17.         t  lil.  Anna),  I.MO.  jrhapj. 
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wai  une  of  the  moat  jm|>ular  orators  of  the  age,  and  devoted 
tlio  uronter  portion  of  liis  time  at  Armaf^h  to  tlio  revision  and 
publication  of  several  works  on  philosophical  and  theological 
subjects.  Ainoni;  these  may  be  noticed  his  treatise  on  the 
four  books  of  sentences;  Annotations  on  the  Oos|)els;  Ques- 
tions of  the  Armenians,  lib.  xix;  A  volume  of  sermons;  A 
Treatise  on  the  Spiritual  Power  of  our  Lord's  Passion; 
Eulofjics  on  the  Ulesaed  Virfrin ;  Bcienti6c  dialogues  and 
epistles,*  After  a  life  embittered  with  many  difficulties,  the 
primate  Richard  died  at  Haynault,  in  1360,  but  his  remains 
were  soon  after  conveyed  to  Uundalk. 

Mii.KB  SwKKTHAN,  treasurer  of  Kilkenny,  was  on  the  follow- 
ing year  advanced  to  the  arcliiepiscopal  chair  by  Innocent  VI. 
This  prolate  had  J>cen  scarcely  four  years  in  the  administration 
of  the  see,  when  the  contention  regarding  the  metropolitan 
rights  WHS  renewed  even  with  increased  violence,  between  him 
and  Thomas  Minot,  at  that  time  archbishop  of  Dublin,  On 
this  occnsion,  Edward  111,  found  it  necessary  to  interpose; 
ho  accordingly  required  by  writ,  "  that  both  archuishops 
should  bear  up  their  croziers  in  each  other's  province,  as^had 
been  the  case  at  that  time  with  the  metropolitans  of  York  and 
Canterbury ."t  This  mandate  of  the  king  not  having  been  effec- 
tual, the  archbishop  of  Dublin  having  declined  his  attendance, 
Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  caused  a 
writ  to  be  forthwith  issued  to  the  sheriff  of  Dublin,  command- 
ing him  "  to  warn  the  archbishop  of  Dublin  to  appear  at 
Castle-Dermot  on  the  Tuesday  after  St.  Luke's  day,  to  aniwer 
for  the  said  contempt,  in  not  meeting  and  agreeing  with  the 
primate  of  Armagh. "}  By  the  interference  of  the  king  him- 
self a  conciliation  was  at  length  ellucted,  and  thus  was  the 
question,  so  troublesome  in  itself,  and  so  useless  to  the  nation, 
effectually  set  at  rest  during  the  remaining  part  of  .the 
century.  The  primate  Miles  governed  the  see  for  nineteen 
years,  and  died  in  his  manor  of  Dromyskin,  on  the  llth  of 
August,  13X0. 

John  Coi.tok,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Norfolk,  and  dean 
of  St.  Patrick's,  Dublin,  was,  by  provision  of  the  po|>c,  appointed 
archbishop  of  Armagh,  and  restored  to  the  temporalities  of  the 
see  in  December,  1361.  This  prelate  had  for  a  time  been 
chancellor,  and -afterwards  lord  justice  of  Ireland.  Most 
honourable  mention  has  been  made  of  him  in  some  of  the 
ancient  annals,  wliilst  his  provincial  constitutions,  which  are 
-  extant,  are  generally  adduced  as  ondence  of  his  laborious 

•  Arthur  >  Miiiintirio,  p.  536.    t  I.ot.  ¥Ak.  a.  1305.    J  Ryuicr,  t  vi.  [i.  465. 
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research  and  of  his  intimate  acquaintnuco  witli  the  ecclesias- 
tical hteratiire  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  The  primate, 
John  Culton,  presided  over  the  see  until  the  year  1404,  about 
which  time  ho  resigned.  He  died  on  thb  Ist  of  May,  in  that 
year,  and  was  huried  in  St.  Peter's  Church,  Droghoda.* 

Among  the  historical  events  connected  with  the  other  epis- 
copal sees  of  Ireland  during  this  century ,t  the  most  remarkaule 
are  the  union  of  the  sees  of  Lismore  and  Watcrford,  and  tliat 
of  the  ancient  diocese  of  Enaghdune,  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
to  the  archiepiscopnl  see  of  Timni. 

TlIK  UNION  or  THK  8KK8  OF  WaTEBFORD  AND  LiBHORE  was 
contemplated  so  ^arly  as  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
in.,  and  on  the  condition  distinctly  specified,  "that  the 
episco|>al  see  should  continue  at  Waterford."  The  king's  writ 
to  'that  elVect,  and  his  letters  to  the  pope  ou  the  subject,  are 
extant;  liowevcr,  for  reasons  of  which  no  mention  happens 
to  be  made  in  the  close  roll,  the  project,  after  repeated  applica- 
tions, was  abandoned,  and  the  two  dioceses  continued  as  before 
to  be  governed  by  different  prelates.  In  this  state  the  adminis- 
tration of  both  sees  had  been  allowed  to  remain  until  the  time 
of  P/dwnrd  III.  Thut  monarch,  anxious  to  etlcct  an  union 
which  circumstances  hod,  it  appears,  now  rendered  indispen- 
sable, caused  letters,  signed  by  his  own  hand,  to  be  transmitted 
to  John  XXII.,  in  compliance  with  which  a  decree  was  ]iassed, 
"  that  upon  the  resignation  or  decease  of  either  of  those  pro- 
'lates,  the  episcopal  dignity  oi  the  two  churches,  Lismore  and 
Waterford,  should  be  one  and  the  same,  and  that  the  surviving 
prelate  should  be  styled  bishop  of  both  sees :  that  in  case  of  a 
vacancy,  the  episcopal  election  should  take  place  in  the  most 
notable  of  the  two  cathedrals,  and  be  conducted  by  the  canons 
of  both ;  and  that  to  the  capitular  of  said  church  it  belonged 
to  sunmion  the  canons  to  elcctiun.     Moreover,  by  this  union 


*  Aunols  of  I^m^h'Kop,  rul  a.  1404. 

t  The  foHowtDg  iH  a  catulogiie  of  the  archbUhnra  who  pntided  over  the 
uotnijiolitan  hc*;  uf  Dublin,  <1uniig  the  fnurteenth  uentttnr : — JuHN  LiCfl, 
almuuer  to  l;klwAnl  lU  WM  vtmaerrntetl  m  l.'UO  ;  AtEXAintKH  1>B  BlcK.foR, 
consccratuU  in  1:117  ;  John  iik  .St,  PAi't,  comtecrateil  in  I'MV  ;  Thomas  Mi.not, 
tt)UM!4;niteJ  in  \:Ut:t ;  TaoMAS  Wikl'Koiu),  Arcluluacon  of  Wincbeateraud  after* 
wants  chanci-lliir  uf  Irulniul,  conwcnittHl  in  13JXI ;  ItoHKRT  Walbv,  O.S.A.,  a 
iiativu  of  the  vity  of  York,  traliHlatcil  fnmi  tbu  biMhojinc  of  Air  in  CiaMcoigne, 
anil  chaucuUor  of  Ireland  unilur  Kiuhani  11.,  again  tranulated  to  tbo  arch- 
bi»bo|tric  of  York,  in  I'.VJti  ;  ItlcilAltu  NoHTnALU  a  CarnidiU^  trnnHlatol  from 
tlio  Buo  of  OMory.  in  13U7  ;  TlIoMA.-4  Cba.srlv,  chancellor  of  the  university  of 
Oxfoni,  consecrated  in  l;l{)8  ;  he  was  chancellor  of  Ircbuid  under  Henry  Iv., 
and  lord  justice  under  Henry  V.  In  1419,  he  retired  to  Enutanil,  when)  he 
dii-*!,  anil  was  interred  in  New  College,  at  Uxfurd,  of  which  he  had  been  the 
flrat  warden. 


846  KCctuiAffrtcAL  nisroRv  or  irklakd. 

the  motropolitan  rights  of  tlie  sco  of  Coshul  were  not  to  be  im- 
paired; these  rights  reinnining  over  the  united  sees,  precisely 
as  they  hftd  been  before."*     The  parainoant  reason  set  fortli, 

*  Tho  following  eitrmct  fmni  the  hull  of  [Mipe  Johu  XX 1 1.  U  here  •ubjoined  : 

"Joannes  (>iiiMU)|Hui  servua  twrvonim  Dei;  arl  |)er|tetuftm  ret  momoruun 

Huie   rttriwimufl  iu  Cbristo  (iliiiii  mutter  K«lv«nlus  An^lia'  rex   illiiMtris,  ae 

l><iininiiH    IIDiuriiiiB   atUtntu  cniisttltiraiH DoliiN   humiliu>r  iin|i|ilicavit,   ut 

Liuuoreii.  et  Watcrfonliua.  cuiuft  rtslituH  i<t  iirnvrntiia  anuiii  vix  quinqiiaginta 
Marvhaa  Sterlint^aa  tranHceiident  ili^nnseuiitftr,  sibi  in  \-icinitate  ucirijuuct  i 
Kt-L-lofiaM  C'atheilrali>8,  <|iic  adcNi  ituiit  in  facultattlHiH  et  rtHlitihiift  mw*  teiiu«a  i>t 
oxiluH,  iiikkI  pnm  I'rvfiiilnit  singular  iter  Riiii;illi  ex  oia  iie<|iieiint,  jiixta  £|iifKo- 
iMilia  Ktatiu  dL<CL'utiani,  coninnxii'  tttiiU-ntan  ;  itniro  inviuein  di^arumur,  Nua 
igitur  laudahilo  ojiiKdcni  re^ix  in  hat-  parte  |»miHMitnn)  rt  ucinimendal>ilem 
xoiiini,  iiuuni  ad  Deuiii,  ut  ad  Eccle-siaa  haI>ei-o  ditfuuncitiir,  |tliirimiini  in  [Kmiinu 
coninKiniUiiteH,  au  <:oti*ideraiit4iH  quo*!  prvlatU  etiaiii  eanundem  E4.-cleiiiarutD 
viilitn-ttir  ex|>e<lii'iu  hujiiiinodi  fifri  itiiiniit'm,  prontur  iir^cntfin  lu^ceiiaitatein  et 
cvidfiit«!iu  Mtilitatotii  ipsanim,  et  alias  ratinnaliili's  cauaaH  iiradictax  :  eaftdeni 
KcclusiaM,  do  Prntriim  nostroruui  concilio,  ut  A|N)Bttil)i:n  iHitrHtatiH  ptuuitutUue, 
UnimiiH  aiK^Uiritatf  privBtiiitium.  •StatiieutcM,  ut  Statu  rncttidniu  qui  nunc  jtra- 
HUiit  fiMli-iu,  siuu  niutatiiHie  aliqua  intt><(n)  rcmanentu,  tamdcni  qimvia  i|MU)mro 
cudeotc  MtMi  etiaiii  dt>ctHlent4i,  aic  una  Kit  eanuudcm  Kcxlefiianim  ciiiscoitaliH 
lUunitaa,  quml  Nn|)orBtofl'8it  epiHuoiiui  iitritisqne  Lisniuren.  et  Watvrfonlien. 
e|iucopiui  nitiniuaudus,  vt  in  quiUilMt  ip^uinun  l^cleMiarum  stHleni  t')>iB('o|»aleiu 
habttai,  et  utatiir,  et  oxcrcuat  f|>iH««|iatia  in  utraque,  prout  vidcrit  cx[MMlire ; 
ac  di-incf^)H  Ecvleitia}  i\nas  un»  et  eodeiti  Aiitixtite  aimiti,  t|iiinimo  jHitiuK  vailtini 
intitulutiime  UHunt,  iier|»etuiN  tem]>oribuM  gul^niontor  ;  cujim  eleutionem.  cum 
insanim  racatiii  iuiminubit,  in  altera  dictanuu  Ecclofiianim  in»tgniori,  vidulic«t 
an  utriuw)un  canuuioiit  vtHMini  iu  eadeni  ulot'tionc,  ouasi  foreiit  uduui  ci>r{iiu  neu 
eollcuiiun,  |tarit«r  habiturio,  dvcvrnimua  celebrananm.  no  uuotiei  novj  u^storiH 
eltiutio  fuurit  fauiembi,  ad  eapituliun  ejiudein  insi^nioriii  Ei;4dt»i«>  ttorundeni 
rauouioiruni  KcclcKic  ntriumiuu  v(»catio  ad  ejcctioncm  coUdtrandaui  ileUrat 
iM^rtinnni,  IVr  lioc  antvni  vuucrabili  Fratri  nostiit  Arcbii>jiiM-^u|Kt  ('aMtelfu. 
iiwanim  Rixloaiarum  Mctn>|K>litauo,  ejiisque  BUuceaHoribui),  ih'U  ctiaui  ('anselen. 
Kuclt!iiiii>  nullum  |»ni-jmUciuui  gnneretur  ;  quoiiiiitua  iu  oiwloin  LlBitioren.  et 
Waterfrinliun.  Kucletnifl  tia1>tiant  alihs  jura  metnqttditana,  oinuia(|uc  ilia  )>orci- 
|iiaut  Hiutit  jiriuH.  V'uhiiniiH  autvni.  et  A^tootolina  auctoritate  decerniinua,  ut 
HI  forte  nlicujiis  <lictarinn  EcclcAiarum  EpiKopua  8enio,  not  valetiidiiie  cor}M)- 
rail  f^ravatuK,  vul  aliiui  adoo  ioqteditns  fui'Ht  |ier|ictu(>,  ut  cillicliini  auum  no<iueat 
exerccro,  au  f^xileniip  B\\n  coinmiHsw  curam  et  aduiiuistratioupni  Ecclesi* 
gerero  <)p[H>rtu(iaH,  8uiquu  iiietruixilitani.  vt  dunnini  |>neMuliiin  Miiirraxaiieonini 
Auonnu  judic'io  impotona  boxx  innlilix,  aut  inliabilin  cenaeatur.  cura  ut  a^lniinia- 
trntioojiiNdeniBJc  ljnita>,cujus)ira:»ult*)iiicxtiteht,ut  pnrfertur,  iuH|tiritualibuH 
ettem|H)ralibu8adopisc<t|iuuialU'riuKtk?cluaii(>8ibiinviceinoonJMnctff.  ait^jiiadom 
cpiiit.>opi  taliter  ut  praiuittitur  iniiKnliti  cuncurrat  aiiaeuBUH,  delieat  [K-rtinura  :  f- 
|troTisu  tainuri,  quod  pnefato  rpiscnik>  initu'dito  de  victu  et  restitu  sullicicnti 
et  hope-'to,  pm  ac,  et  decenti  faniilia,  juxta  ecclc»iia^  aua-  exij^entiain  facultatum, 
mctnqxditaiii  et  Kutfra^aneonim  ptu'dictorum  arbitrio,  delieat  pruvideri. 
NiUli  vt^tt  oninino  honiinum  liceat  banc  jtaginain  nontru!  unioiiia,  statuti  voUin- 
tatcm  ct  conatitutibnem  iijfrinL;cre,  vel  ei  auau  tomerariu  contraire,"  ^tc. 
Datum  Avennione  ti.  kalendaa  Au^uHti,  [mtititicatua  noHtri  anoo  xi. 

Thia  bull  waa  acc<>m|kanio<l  by  the  conlirmatory  brief  of  Iniiqiient  VI.,  an 
folIowH; — "  I't  eanitndom  litteranini  tenor  pruMlictuaaui  inacrtiia  omniniodam 
roi,  aeu  faoti  certitiidiuein  f;u;iat,  aiKaiUilica  aiictoritate  deceminiua,  ut  iltud 
idem  robur,  ranitjue  vim.  oumdemque  vigitrcni  diutua  tenor  |ter  umnia  halteat ; 
(Hiem  lial>crent  originalew  littent  iiupnMlictic ;  et  ea<leni  pnmiua  eideni  t*-uuri 
hdcH  a«lbilH>atur  uiiandiK' unique,  et  ubicumque  nivu  in  judicii),  vel  alibi,  iiln 
fuerit  exhibittiH  vel  o^tennu"  :  et  eidom  atetur  Hrmiter  in  ninnibua.  sicut  eisdem 
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both  in  the  supplication  for  the  union  and  in  the  bull  of  John 
XXII.,  is  the  poverty  of  the  »eo«  thumsclves,  the  revenues  of 
which  were  at  that  time  so  limited,  that  neither  the  pontiflcal 
rank  nor  the  rights,  privileges,  or  dignity  of  tho  see  could  be 
adci]uatelY  supported.  It  was  stated  in  the  remonstrance,  that 
the  annual  revenue  of  both  sue.t  did  not  on  any  occasion  exceed 
tho  average  sum  of  fifty  marks  sterling  (£33  6s.  8d.)  Not' 
withstanding  this  decree  of  pi>|io  John,  the  two  dioceses  con- 
tinued separate  until  a  second  appjication  had  been  made, 
during  the  pontificate  of  Innocent  VI.  That  pope,  at  tho 
instance  of  KdwanI  III.  in  1355,  confirmed  the  letters  of  union 
granted  by  John  XXII ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  transmitted 
copies,  both  of  the  original  document  and  of  its  confirmation,  to 
Edward  III.  and  to  Uoger,  bishop  of  Waterford.  Nor  was 
tho  union  effected  until  .eight  years  after  this  period,  when 
U|Kin  the  translation  of  Uoger  Cradock,  bishop  of  Waterford, 
to  the  diocese  of  Landall'  in  Wales,  the  two  sec^  of  Waterford 
and  Lismorc  were  permanently  united  by  pope  Urban  V.  in 
1363, — Thoninit  I.«  Keve,  formeri)(  chancellor  of  Ireland, 
having  been  at  the  time  bishop  of  Lismore. 

The  vmon  or  tub  diocese  of  Enaghdusk  ('Annadown), 
in  the  county  of  Oalway,  with  that  of  Tuifni,  altliougli  it  had 
been  contemplated  in  the  thirteenth  century,  was  not  eilected 
until  about  the  year  13:!8.  During  the  incumbency  of  Florence 
Mac-Flin,  arclibishop  of  Tuain,  the  pngcct  of  completing  this 
union  was  first  entertained ;  and  it  would  a])pear,  both  from  the 
aullwrity  of  the  rolls  and  the  subsequent  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  that  the  whole  matter  hail  been  digested  and  decided  in 
tliQ  court  of  Kome  before  tho  de|>arture  of  the  archbishop 
from  that  city  in  1250.  The  see  of  Enaghdune  liap|)cned  to 
be  at  that  time  vacant;  accordingly,  to  use  the  words  of  a 
recorded  document,  "  Florence  entered  ui)oii  the  bishopric  nf 
Knaghduiic,  forbidiling  the  chapter  to  proceed  to  an  election 
'  as  on  former  occasions,  and  took  into  his  own  hands  both  the 
tein|ioral  and  spirituals  of  that  diocese,  which  he  retained  until 
his  death."*  '1  ho  union  continued  under  his  successor  Walter 
dc  ^lerii,  Thomas  O'Conor,  and  Stephen  Fulbuni,  Between 
the  death  of  Thomas  O'Conor  and  the  translation  of  Stephen 
Fulburn  from  Waterford  to  Tuam,  a  period^of  seven  years  had 

oHuinalibiu  litUi'm  itftretlir,  ni  forcnt  exhibits  vel  ostcnsic.  Per  tuvc  autem 
iiuUuui  iiiH  (h;  novo  alicui  Acqniri  volumii»,  bliI  anti(|tium,  hi  quod  h.ibet,  t<ui- 
ttinirnniio  conacrTAh.  If  ulli  vrgo,  cto.  Koatni'  aDliutationifl,  coustitutionii  ct 
volilntatis  infriii>;en),  etc,  Uninm  Avomiione  v.  jtalemlas  Aprilis.  iwntitiHtuH 
nmtri  atmo  iii."—!^  Kv>;c^t  Vntic.  lili.  2.  {NU-  2.  Kpist  SG. 
*  KolU.  riacit.  an.  U  Kiv.  I. 
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elapaod,  during  which  time  the  temporals  of  the  united  sees 
were  seized  upon  and  collected  into  tno  exchequer.  This  was 
an  op|M)rtunity  which  the  people  of  Knaghdune  had  anxiously 
dosircil.and  it  was  now  rendered  still  more  favourable  by  local 
contingent  circHin»tances.  Sir  Ilobert  Ufford  liml  at  that  time 
been  lord  justice  of  Ireland.  The  influence  of  the  governor 
having  been  employed  with  success,  his  relative,  John  de 
UfTord,  was,  in  I'^i,  elected,  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent, 
and  immediately  after  consecrated  bishop  of  Enaglidune. 
About  four  years  after  this  event,  Stephen  Fulbum  was  trans- 
lated from  tno  see  of  Waterford  to  that  of  Tuam.  Daring 
his  administration  in  tlio  diocese  of  Waterford,  this  prelate 
had  been  apjwinted  lord  justice  of  Ireland  by  Edward  I.;  the 
authority,  tlierefoVe,  which  had  been  thus  placed  in  his  hands, 
rendered  him  an  admired  favourite  at  court,  and  on  his  pro- 
motion to  the  archicpiscopal  see,  its  reality  became  still  more 
indisputable.  A  suit  was  now  commenced  against  the  bishop 
of  Knughdune,  in  which  John  de  Uflbrd  was  cast,  and  this 
prelate,  esteemed  by  all  for  his  meekness  and  learning,  died 
not  long  after,  leaving  the  archbishop  Stephen  in  undisturbed 
possession  of  the  see.  Nor  did  Stephen  survive  this  unpleasant 
occurrence  more  than  two  years;  lie  died  in  1288,  while  his 
successor  William  Uermiiigliam  caused  the  archdeacon  of 
Tuam  to  remove  tho  mitre,  crozicr,  and  pontificals  belonging 
to  the  bishop  of  Enaglidune,  which  had  been  deposited  for 

greater  security  in  the  convent  of  the  Franciscans  at  Clare- 
alway.*  Nevertheless,  the  union  was  not,  even  at  this  period, 
finally  effected.  In  the  commencement  of  the  fourteenth  cen- 
tury, Gilbert,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  wa»'  consecrated 
bishop  of  Enaglidune,  and  was  restored  to  the  temporals. 
This  prelate  had  three  successors  in  the  see ;  James  O'Kerney, 
Robert  Petit,  a  Franciscan,  translated  from  Clonfert,  and 
Thomas  O'Malev.f  On  the  death  of  Thomas  at  Avignon,  in 
1328,  tho  archbishop  Malacliy  Mac-Aeda  took  possession  of 
Enaglulune,  from  which  period  it  has  ever  since  continued 
indisputably  united  to  the  archdiocese  of  Tuam. 

The  religious  establishments  which  derive  their  foundation 
from  the  fourteenth  century  ore  those  of  the  Dominicans, 
Franciscans,  Augustiniuns,  and  Carmelites.  They  shall  be 
briefly  presented  to  the  reader  according  to  the  order  which 
the  date  of  each  foundation  may  seem  to  require.    ' 

>  King,  p.  3I&  t  Wadding  Aniudea  Blio.  t  4  i  Wan'a  Aj)tii| . 
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C0.VVKNT8  OP  THE  DOMINICAN  OBDBR. 

Tub  contknt  of  Carlimoford,  in  the  barony  of  Dnndalk, 
county  of  Louth,  wns  founded,  under  the  invocation  of  St. 
Malachy,  for  Doininlciins,  by  Richard  Uurgh,  earl  of  Ulster, 
A.D.  13U5.  This  convent,  the  very  ruins  of  which  bespeak  it* 
forhier  magnificence,  continued  to  flourish  until  the  !t4th  year 
of  the  reifzn  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  it  was  suppressed.  The 
church  hacl  been  first  dcmolbhed,  and  the  following  year  this 
convent,  with  five  acres  of  land,  seven  houses  in  the  town  of 
Carlingford,  a  watcmiill,  and  various  other  property,  was 
granted  in  capito,  for  ever,  without  rent,  to  Nicholas  IJagnell.* 
Tub  cobvent  of  Naas,  in  the  barony  of  the  same  name, 
county  of  Kihiarc,  was  founded,  under  the  invocation  of  St, 
Eustachius,  by  the  family  of  Eustace,  a.d.  1355.  It  shared 
the  same  fate  with  the  other  religious  foundations  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  34th  of  Henry  VIII.  this  convent,  and  five 
houses,  eleven  gardens,  fifteen  acres  of  arable  land,  and  three 
of  jMisturc,  together  with  the  Franciscan  convent  of  Clane, 
were  gninteil  to  Sir  Thomas  Luttrell  and  his  heirs,  in  capite,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  Os.  4d.t 

TiiK  coNVKNT  OP  Ci.0N8HAVir.i,K,  in  the  barony  of  Boyle, 
county  of  Koscommnn,  was  founded  for  Dominicans,  and  dedi- 
cated to  the  Holy  Cross,  by  M'Derraot  Roe,  about  the  year 
1 385.  At  the  period  of  the  general  suppression,  it  was  granted 
to  lord  Dillon.} 


CONVENTS  OF  THE  FRANCISCAN  ORDEK. 

'  TitK  CONVEMT  OF  Castle-Dehmot,  in  the  barony  of  Kilkea 
and  Moon,  county  of  Kildare,  was  founded  for  Conventual 
Franciscans  by  Thomas,  lord  Offalv,  a,.d.  1;W2.  Thomas,  the 
second  carl  of  Kildare,  was  a  liberal  benefactor  to  this  convent. 
He  caused  the  church  to  be  enlarged  and  beautified,  and 
erected  a  sumptuous  chai)cl  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Virgin, 
in  which  he  was  interred.  In  141)9  a  parliament  had  been 
held  hcrc,§  and.  in  less  than  forty  years  alter,  both  church  and 
convent  were  nnmbered  among  the  ruins  of  the  country, — the 
sacred  vessels,  vestments  and.  ornaments  having  been  seized 
upon  and  confiscated  to  the  crown. 

The  convknt  of  Cavan  had  lor  its  founder  Gilla-Ruadh 
O'Reilly,  dynast   of  Breffiiy, '  a.d.   1302.     It  had  been  first 

AuJ..(ion.  Ullicc.        tld.         t  ilnrria' Tib,         $  Wore'ii  AnuU. 
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intcnileil  for  Dominicans,  but  was  afterwards  conceded  to  tlie 
Conventual  Francisrani.  The  rule  of  the  Strict  Observants 
was  embraced  in  tbia  convent  about  tlio  year  1400;  in  it  also 
three  general  chapters  had  been  held,  in  1521,  lA-lfljOnd  1556. 
Owen  O'Neal,  the  distinguished  leader  of  the  Ulster  troops 
during  the  memorable  struggle  of  the  confederate  Catholics 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.,  having  died  by  poison  at  Clough- 
oughter,  his  remains  were  conveyed  to  Cavan  and  interred  in 
this  abbey.*  It  survived  the  wreck  which  surrounded  it  until 
the  time  of  (/romwell,  at  which  period  it  was  demolished.  The 
mouldering  ruins  of  this  ancient  convent  became  in  aUcr  ages 
a  prey  to  the  desolating  hand  of  time;  and  of  all  its  former 
greatness,  there  appears  at  this  day  not  a  solitary  vestige  left 
behind. 

TuE  CONVENT  OF  Castlr-Lvonb,  in  the  barony  of  Barry- 
more,  county  of  Cork,  was  founded  by  John  do  Barry, 
A.D.  1807.  During  the  general  confiscation,  this  estnblisliment 
was  given  as  a  grant  to  the  carl  of  Cork,  who  soon  after 
bequeathed  the  profits  of  it  to  his  daughter,  the  countess  of 
Barr^inorc,  for  the  express  purpose  of  providing  her  with 
pins  and  gloven.^ 

TnK  C0NV8NT  OF  CABnicK-ON-Soin,  in  the  barony  of  Upper- 
third,  county  of  Waterford,  was  founded  in  1336  by  James, 
earl  of  Ormond,  for  Conventual  Franciscans, — John  Clynn, 
the  celebrated  annalist,  from  the  convent  of  Kilkenny,  havings 
been  the  first  guardiiin.  Thclnst  superior  was  William 
Cormac,  in  31st  of  Henry  VIII.,  when  this  convent  with 
the  appurtenances,  twelve  messuages,  ten  gardens,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land,  in  the  vicinity  of  Carrick, 
was  granted  to  Thomas,  earl  of  Ormond.)  The  elegance  and 
ancient  splendour  of  this  venerable  establishment  may  be 
readily  collected  from  the  very  ruins  which  happened  to 
esca|)e  the  ravages  of  time  and  of  peraecution.  Some  frag- 
ments of  the  church  stilt  remain,  while  the  steeple  rising  from 
a  single  stone,  like  an  inverted  pyramid,  stands  at  this  day  an 
existing  monument  of  the  taste  and  architectural  skill  of 
ancient  times. 

TiiK  CONVSNT  OF  MiLicK,  in  the  barony  of  Longford,  county 
of  Galway,  was  erected  by  O'Madden,  dynast  of  that  territory, 
for  Conventual  Franciscans,  about  the  middle  of  the  four- 
teenth century.  At  the  period  of  the  suppression,  this 
convent  was  grantc<l  to  Sir  John  King,  and  by  him  assigned  to 
■  the  earl  of  Clanrickard.§ 

■^  •  C»rt«,  vol.  ii.         t  .Smith,  vol.  L         J  Harris'  Tab.        $  Id. 
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Tbb  cowvsnt  or  Timolkiqde,  in  the  barony  of  Ibawn  and 
Barryroe,  connty  of  Cork,  had  for  its  founder  William 
liarry,  lord  of  Ibawn,  about  the  year  1370.  The  Franciscana 
of  the  Strict  OlMcrvnnce  were  placed  here  in  1400.  Provincial 
chaptera  had  Iwcn  held  in  the  convent  of  Timoleacue,  in  1536 
and  in  1563.  At  the  guppression,  this  convent,  wiln  four  acres 
of  land,  were  f^ntvd  to  lord  Inchiquin.* 

Thk  coiitent  or  Qum,  in  the  barony  of  Bunratty,  county 
of  Clare,  was  founded  by  Sioda  Cam  M'Namara,  a.d.  1350. 
Quin  was  the  first  convent  of  the  Franciscan  Order  in  Ireland 
in  which  the  Strict  Observants  had  settled, — pope  Eugcnins 
IV.,  havinj;  granted  a  licence  to  that  clToct  in  1433.t  This 
venerable  establishment,  the  ruins  of  which  are  truly  magni- 
ficent, was  at  length  involved  in  the  general  confiscation  ol  j 
the  sixteenth  century.  In  1582  it  was  granted,  in  fee,  to  SifX 
Tirlagh  O'ltrien  of  InishdymaQ.} 

Tub  convent  or  Kalltmotk,  in  the  barony  of  Corran,  county 
of  Sligo,  was  founded  by  the  sept  of  M'E>onagh,  for  Francis- 
cans of  the  third  order.  During  the  general  suppression,  this 
convent  was  given  to  Sir  Henry  lironoArd,  by  whom  it  was  soon 
after  assigned  to  Sir  William  Taafte.§ 

CONVENTS  OF  THE  AUOl'STINIAN  OKDEK     •     ,:  'r 

Ths  convent  or  Frthahd,  in  the  btfrbiiy  of  Middlethird, 
county  of  Tip|ierary,  was  founded  for  eremites  following  the 
rule  of  St.  AugHstin,  by  Walter  Mulcot,  a.d.  1306, — Maurice 
Mac-Carwill,  archbishop  of  Cnslicl,  under  whom  the  land  was 
immediately  held,  having  given  his  assent.  The  last  prior  was 
William  Iturdon,  and  in  the  Slst  of  Henry  III ,  this  convent, 
with  eleven  messuages,  twenty-five  acres  in  Fethard,  a  water- 
mill,  and  sLxty-thrce  acres  of  arable  land  in  Rillyclowan,  ])arcel 
of  the  possessions,  was  granted  to  Sir  Edmund  Butler,  for  ever, 
in  capite,  at  the  annual  rent  of  5s.  4d.  Irish  money.f 

The  content  or  Adair,  usually  called  the  Black  Abbey,  in 
the  barony  of  Kennery,  county  of  Limerick,  was  founded  by 
John,  earl  of  Kildare,  a.d.  1315.  In  the  37th  of  Elizabeth, 
this  convent  and  eighty  acres  of  land,  sixteen  cottages,  and 
nine  gardens,  were  granted  to  Sir  Henry  Wallop-t 

The  convent  or  Tullagh,  in  the  barony  of  Uavilly,  county 
of  Carlow,  was  erected  by  Simon  Lumbard  and  Hugh  Tallon, 
A.D.  1312.     Oii>the  13tli  of  December,  1557,  this  convent  with 
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varions  other  confiscated  property,  waa  granted  to  Thomas, 
earl  of  Ormond.* 

Tick  coJivkkt  of  Rnsn,  in  the  baronr  of  Bantry,  county  of 
Wexford,  was  founded  in  tlio  commencement  of  tlie  reign  of 
Edward  III.,  1326.  The  name  of  the  founder  has  not  b«en 
mentioned  in  any  of  our  ancient  records.  The  last  prior  was 
John  Gregory,  and  in  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII.  this  convent, 
with  eleven  nouses  and  five  gardens  in  Ross,  sixty  acres  of 
arable  and  postnre  land,  and  two  of  wood,  in  Pollcapyll,  waa 
granted  for  over,  in  capito,  to  Richard  Butler,  at  the  annual 
rent  of  15d.  Irish.f 

TuR  coKVKXT  or  Hallinrobr,  in  the  barony  of  Kilmain, 
county  of  Mayo,  dates  its  foundation  from  the  year  1337, 
while  the  name  of  the  founder  hiu  not  been  recorded.  In 
the  27tli  of  EllzaWtli,  the  abbey  of  liallinbrobe,  five  quarters 
of  land  and  tithes  of  the  snine,  four  messuages,  a  water-mill, 
and  various  other  property,  were  confiscated  to  the  crown. 

Thx  contkht  op  Skribx,  in  a  barony  of  the  same  name, 
county  of  Meath,  was  founded  by  lord  Francis  P'eipo, 
A.D.  1341.  This  convent  was  suppressed  in  the  34th  of  Henry 
VHI.,  at  which  time  it  was  granted  with  eighteen  acres  and  the 
Dominican  convent  of  Trim  to  Thomas  Cusack,  at  the  yearly 
rent  of  5d.  Irish.t 

Thb  cohvbhi  of  Mobisk,  at  the  foot  of  Cruach-Phadruig, 
ia  tho  county  of  Mayo,  was  founde<i  at  the  close- «f' tlie 
fourteenth  century,  by  the  O'Mallcys,  dyiiasft  of  this  territory, 
In  the  34tli  of  Henry  VlII.  this  religious  retreat,  with  a  quarter 
of  land  and  nine  messuages,  was  confiscated  to  the  crown.§ 


CONVENTS  OF  TUE  CARMELITE  ORDEB. 

Trr  content  of  Louoiirea,  in  the'  barony  of  Doonkillen, 
county  of  Galway,  was  founded  for  Carmelites,  under  the 
invocation  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  by  Richard  de  Burgh,  earl  of 
Ulster,  A.D.  1300.  This  convent  Amtinued  to  flourish  until 
the  period  of  the  general  suppression,  when  it  was  granted,  to- 
gether with  those  of  St.  John  tho  Baptist,  in  Tuam,  Ro.sserely, 
Kilbought,  Aughrim,  and  Anagdowne,  to  Richard,  earl  of 
Clanricai'de  and  his  heirs,  in  capite,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
£68  93.  6d.|| 
Tub  convent  of  Atubot,  in  tho  barony  of  Lnne,  county 

e  ' 
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of  Mcntli,  had  for  its  foundor  Willinm  do  I^iindros,  a.d.  1317. 
Cliiiplcni  were  convened  liero  in  tlie  yearn  i;!25  and  1467, 
UTo  Cdnvcnt  of  Atliboy  hold  ii  liifjli  niiik  uinong  those  of  the 
Carmelite  OrdiT  in  Ireland.  It  ilonriahed  until  tJ^  ;)4tli  of 
ll^jnry  VIII.,  when  it  was  conceded,  topetlior  with  eleven  mea- 
sna^es,  six  fj.ardens,  iin  orrliard,  and  four  acres  of  meadow, 
parcel  of  the  possessions,  to  Tliomna  Casey,  for  ever,  in  capite, 
at  the  annual  I'enf  of  28.  Irish.* 

TiiK  coNVKNT  OF  CioNciiBny,  in  the  barony  of  Ikeatli  and 
Oughterany,  county  of  Kildare,  was  founded  by  John  Uoclie, 
A.D.  I.'i47.  In  the  Stli  of  Klizabetli,  this  convent  was  frrantcd 
with  tliirtv  acres  of  land,  thirteen  messuages,  and  other  pro- 
jwrty,  tcviiivhurd  Slajlio,  for  the  ternv.of  twenty-one  years,  at 
tho  yearly  rent  of  Ijlis  f 

>•  TnK  CONVENT  OP  ('nKTAGUB.iNB,  in  the  county  of  Galway, 
had  the  earl  of  Clanrickanle  for  its  founder,  about  the  miildlc 
of  the  fourteenth  century.  Uurin;;  the  f|enend  conliscation  it 
was  jiiven,  toj.'elher  with  the  abbey  of  .Mayo,  to  the  burgasses 
and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Athenry  t 

Tub  CONVKNT  of  Uoahtown,  in  the  barony  of  Slielmaliere, 
county  of  Wexford,  owes  its  erection  to  tlio  family  of  tho 
Tl'urlonps, 'alpont  the  middle  of  the  fourteeulli  century.  It 
had  been  richly  endowed  by  that  family,  aiul  dedicated  to  tho 
Blesseil  Virfjin.  At  the  |ieriod  of  the  jreneral  suppression, 
this  eonv-ent  was  jfrantwl-to  Sir  John -Ba-vis-,  who  soon  after 
assijjned  it  to  Francis  Talbc)t.§ 

TuK-coNVKNT  OF  KiNSALK,  In  the  barony  of  Kcrrycurry  and 
Kinallea,  connty  of  Cork,  was  founded  by  Itobert  Fitz-Richard" 
Ilalrayne,  ill  the  year  i;i50.     In  tho  IjStli  of   Henry  VIII.,  it 
was  confiscated  tothe  crown. 

Tim  cosvKNT  OF  Knock.mobk,  in  the  barony  of  Tirerril, 
county  ol'  .Slino,  was  founileil  by  the  O'Ciara  family,  about 
tlie  year  1;)5I(.  At  the  general  suppression,  it  was  confiscated 
to  tho  crown.. 

'I'liG  CONVKNT  OF  IlALi.VKF.aAU.,  in  tile  barony  of  Kilmallock, 

county  of    Limerick,  owes  its   foum'.ation  to>  the  family  of 

Roche,  in  the  fourteenth  century.     This  convent,  with  half  a 

'  carocale  of  land,  was  granted  by  Elizabeth  to  the  university 

of  Dublin.ll 

Thk  cosvbnt  OF  Knoctophf.h,  in  a  barony  of  tho  samo 
name,  county  of  Kilkenny,  was  founded  by  James,  the  second 
carl  of  Ormond,  under  tho  invocation  of  the  Virgin  Alary, 
A.D.  135(5.     In  forty  years 'afterwards,  when  Henry  Brown 
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was  prior,  tliis  convent  received  a  prant  of. two  parts  uf  tllo 
teinporiililicn  of  llio  see  of  Ossorv,  at  timt  time  plnced  in  tlio 
linndH  of  Ivhvard  III.  Mke  tlie other  religious  estublialimcnta 
of  Ireliuiil,  tliiH  venerable  foundation  liecame  a  prey  to  the 
plinidcrers  of  tlio  sixteenth  century.  In  the  34th  of  Henry 
v'ill.  it  was  granted,  witli  eight  townlands,  tifteiyi  messuages, 
and  other  propeitv,  to  Thomus  IJiirnwcH,  to  holil  for  ever,  in 
Ciipitc,  at  the  annual  rent  of  4*.  Irish.* 


\  CIIAI'TER  III 

Itoli^'iims  mill  LiU)Tiity  fimracttTK  of  the  Ktiurtft^uth  T'cntury — 
tieuoral  Oljdervattuiifl. 

In  iirescnting  to  the  reader  an  an  ilysis  of  the  vx'ritcrs  of  this 
npe,  we  shall  proceed  in  cluoiioloi^ical  order,  and  conunence 
with  the  Icarneit  and  illustrious 

Jons  Duns  Scotus,  nsnally  known  in  Tlio  scliools  by  the. 
designation  of  the  Subtle  Ooctor.  The  birthplace  of  this 
learned  man  has  given  rise  to  a  diversity  of  opinion  among 
the  writers  of  Kngland,  Scotland,  and  Ireland.  Camden,t 
I'it,^  and  other  Knglish  annalists,  assert  that  lie  had  been  born 
at  iJnnston,  now  called  by  way  of  contraction,  Duns,  n 
small  village,  about  three  miles  distant  from  AInewick  in 
Northumberland.  •  On  the  other  hand,  Denipster,§  Mac- 
kenziejl  and  a  host  of  Scotch  writers  uijautborilalively  main- 
tain that  Scotus  had  been  a  native  of  Duns,  a  jilaco  sitnateil 
about  eight  miles  from  the  coulines  of  lCngI{^n>i :  with  these 
writers,  both  Duping  and  Labbe**.  have  thouglif  proper 
to  agree.  Finally,  Mac-Cagbwelltf  (Cavelhis),  Wadding,}^ 
Coniueus,  anil  numberless  other  Irish  annalists,  who  actually 
lived-  in  tlie  libraries  where  the  manuscripts  of  Scotus  had 
been  preserved — and  who,  of  course,  were  the  most  competent 
judges  on  the  subject — have  strenuously  maintained  and  un- 
questionably proved,  that  John  Dun  Scotus  was  an  Irishman, 
and  was  born  a.d.  1l'74,  in  Down,  a  county  in  the  province 
of  Ulster.  The  decision  of  those  writers  has  been  embraced 
by  Arthur  a  Monxsterio  of  Uonon,§§  by  Paul  Anialtlie|||   of 

•  Aul   i;™.  t  liit'iii  Nnrttiiimli.  t  Script,  p.  .WO. 
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Italy,  by  Niilidliis  Vormil  of  Loiivain,*  niid  oilier  foreignoiH 
dlstin^niHlic'd  in  the  liturarv  worlil  for  gcDJiiH,  accuracy,  and 
erudition.  A  cnniplute,  critical,  satinfiictory  disciisaion  on, 
tliia  siiliji'ct  may  bo  foiinil  in  the  sixth  tonio  of  Wadding's 
AnnaU  ol'tho  Franciscan  Order;  from  which  tlio  reader  nmy 
lie  viiahlvd  to  draw  a  viilnahio  fund  of  antir|unrian  historical 
knowledge.  Scotiis,  when  very  yonnir,  had  lieeii  admired  bv 
many  for  the  acuteness  and  hrilliancy  of  his  genius,  biit 
among  his  i)rincipal  patrons  were  two  Franciscans  who  had 
at  that  time  enjoyed  consiilerahle  influence  in  the  university 
of  Oxford.  Hy  means  of  these  men,  and  after  he  had  become 
n  inumbcr  of  their  order,  Scotus  was  introduced  into  that 
university,  liis  first  master  being  William  Ware  (Vurro) 
under  wliom  lie  reacl  the  principal  p;irt  of  his  ecclesiastical 
coursc.t  In  |ir»cess  of  time  Scotus  became  a  fellow,  of 
Merton  College,  and  ultimately  the  chief  jirol'e.Hsor  of  divinity 
in  the  university  of  Oxford.  Ills  reputation  for  virtue  lis 
well  as  for  learning  was  now  helil  in  such  esteem,  that  stu- 
dents llockeil  from  various  nations  to  hear  the  wisdom  that 
flowed  from  his  lips;  an<l  it  is  even  stateil  that  several  thou- 
sand scholars  had  heen  at  one  peri<id  studying  in  the  hulls  of 
Oxford  and  attending  his  lectures.}  However  this  ina^'  be, 
the  fame  of  yc<itus  was  such,  that  his  rival  could  not  bo 
found  in  any  lileniry  establishment  of  that  age,  nor  perhaps 
his  eipial  in  any  national  ehui'ch  of  the  (Jhi'islian  world  for 
several  preceding  cenluries.  In  lo04,nnd  in  the  thirtieth  year 
of  his  age,  ho  w:is  coiniiiunded  by  the  general  of  his  order 
to  proceed  to  Paris,  where  he  was  honoured  with  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  the  .Sorbmine,  and  was  soon  after,  by  a  royal 
diploma,  appointed  regent  jirofe.ssor.  While  ticlivering  liis 
|iul)lic  lectures  in  I'aris,  Scotus  first  undertook  the  defence  of 
that  celebrated  ipiestioii  on  the  imniacuhite  conception  of  the 
Itlesscd  Virgin  M.iry,  which  had,  both  at  that  period,  and  for 
agi'S  alter,  oceasioiii'il  s\ich  warm  and  clamorous  controversy 
among  the  sehuoDiien  of   those  times  §     .Scotus  continuuihin 

•  Nichulnfl  Venml.  in  his  lK>.-iutifiil  (lanejiyric  of  Scntiis,  thai  exprcMses 
hiniMilf.  —  "Thus  vent  c^t.  Ililit^niiA.  tmw  illn  ScdtiiH,  <jHt'iii  til>i  fclclier- 
liina,  m^  lH;rvctustn  ItIm  Lliin,  talu(|iiniu  H't«.>rna>  glorim  piuiiUH  i|u«Kl(ln)n, 
ct  iiiui-iiiunni)  luilbiiitii  niimcalum  ^eiiiiit" — I'aklC}*.  n.  5.  In  tint  <l.iya  i)f 
•StaliiHiirHt,  it  waa  littlifvi-d  l>y  iiiuiiy.  mi  tin}  aatlinrity  of  a  tnnlltioti,  tk-it 
Sititit^liml  Ih;v!i  ii  native  <if  Taulinioniii  tliounuiity  of  Woxfonl.— "  Alii  pu^aiit 
(luyn  .Staiiiliiirst)  .Scotuni  nattiill  futuo  in  Tathinon,  noii  prui-ul  at*  o))|>iilc> 
Wwxftmlia' ;  iM-ii  alii  vprius  iiatiua  a.s><uniiit  in  Dmm.  (wrvctiistA  oivitktc  in 
iKirvali  Hi^^crnin^  iwrte  Blta,  ilwletiuy  aiitunmaut  copniminatuni  Dnnf," 

t  JitannoK  Major,  ile  gen.  .Hent  L  -4.  J  Pit,  i\t!  .VeaJ.  Oxiui.  c.  xy. 
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I'luis  until  l?M,  when  he  was,  by  orders  of  his  genenil, 
(iuiMlisalvi,  removoil  to  tlie  city  »f  Colofjiio,  where  the  fiimu 
of  liis  neniiirciiients  and  genius  hud  ttlreiidy  obtained  for  him 
n  most  hrilliant  mid  honouvablo  reception.  As  he  approached 
the  walls  of  the  city,  this  great  hut  hnuihia  man  was  received 
by  the  public  aiilhitfities,  by  the  nobility  and  by  the  people, 
and  con<lucte<l  with  unusual  pomp  to  the  ancient  'iiiiversity 
of  th:it  capital.  Here,  however,  his  labours  speedily  tenni- 
naled.  He  clied  at  Colo^'ne,  after  n  short  illness,  on  the  8th 
of  November,  IMK,  in  the  thirty-fourth  yeir  of  liis  nfrc,  anil 
was  interred  in  the  Franciscan  convent  of  that  city.*  His 
reniaina  were  afti'rwards  tran.-ilated  to  a  more  conspicuous  part 
of  the  church,  where  a  siuiiptunus  monument  was  erectcil  to 
his  memory,  on  which  the  names  of  lifteen   Kranci.scan  doctors 

Ithad  been  engraved.  Of  this  number  the  names  of  three  popes 
and  two  eur.linals  occupied  the  lipjier  part,  while  those  of  ten 
doctors  wore  exhibited  on  the  aides.!  The  writings  of  this 
most  learneit  and  e.vtraordinary  man  are  thus  generally 
chiBsiKod: — Commentari,i  in  (juatnor  Libros  Sententianun. 
This  work  having  been  written  at  Jlerton  C!ollege,  Oxforil, 
was  hence  called,  Scriptum  O.Noniense.  Ho  afterwanls  wrote 
nt  I'aris:  Ueportatn  or  Ueportntorum  I'arisiensium,  lib.  14; 
Collaliones,  i.'i;  I'hysico-Tlieologica)  Collationes  alia),  4; 
Qiioillibeta,  sen  Quesliones,  Quoillibetatcs,  21;  l)c  primo  prin- 
cipio  rcrum — 'Iheoremaium,  lib.  1 ;  IJu  cngniiiono  iJci,  lib.  I ; 

.    Tetragraauutlta  ([Uirdaui;  !«ermonis  do  Tempore  etde  Sanctis; 

,  Commcntarios  imperlectos   in    Geiiesim,  in  Evongolia,  et  in 

■  D.  I'anii  Kpistolas;  <2iieslioncs  in  I'orpliyrium  et  in  Aris- 
totelis  I'raidicamenta ;  I'erilierineina,  I'riora,  Puftcriora ;  Elen- 
clios  de  Anima;  Metapliysiea  et  I'hysica.t 

XIalaciiy,  of  the  same  or  ler  and  country  with  Scotui, 
flourished  about  the  year  l.'ilO.  Having  besn  honoured  with 
the  ilegree  of  doctor  in  the  innvcrsity  of  Oxford,  he  soon 
after  removed  to  Naples,  where  )us  piety  and  learning  had  ren- 
ilered  him  deservedly  venerateii  Mahicliy  ranked  among  the 
first  orators  of  his  age,  an<l  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  seve- 
ral princes,  especially  by  KdwanI  H.,  king  of  jMigland.  He 
bectnnc  domestic  chaplain  to  that  luonarch,  while  in  his  sermons 
ho  ceaseil  not  to  reprove  the  vices  of  the  court  with  zeal  and 
firnmess.  Mal.icliy  published  a  treatise  "  Do  Veueno  et  re- 
mediis  mortalium  peccaturuin."  Ho  has.according  to  Ualo,§  like- 
wise written — "  In.stitutonnn  Conununiuin,"  lib.  1 ;  "  Legum 
Ca-libatus,"  Kb.  1 ;  "  Novarum  Tilraditionum,"  lib.  1. 
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Datid  O'Bi'nRT,  a  Icnincd  Cnnnelito  and  prior  of  Kildare, 
ditlin^'uislioil  liiinaelf  at  tliin  iterioil  in  tlie  Inillii  of  Oxford, 
fnitii  wlirneu  lio  removed  to  riuv(>.>*  in  (iorniany,  nt>ont  tlio 
yt'iir  Uii'O,  On  liis  lutuiii  to  Ireland,  tliia  liinrneil  niiin  liccanio 
|irov!iLL'ial  of  that  order,  and  iii-ld  cliaptvri  lit  Atlurduu  and 
i.)ul)lin.  His  l^nowled^e  of  botli  civil  and  canon  la%v  was  80 
uccnratu  ami  extensive,  tliat  not  only  tiio  jnsticiaries,  but 
even  tlic  parllanienis  lieM  at  that  jieriod,  were  aeeiistomcd  to 
consult  him  on  cases  of  unusual  iiiiportance  and  ililHcnIty. 
Uo  was.  Bays  SlaniliursI,  in  philoHophy  an  Aristotle,  in  elo- 
qneucu  a  'I'ldly,  in  ilivijiily  an  Auf;ustin,  ami  in  the  canon 
lavv,a  I'anonnitan.*  David  has  written:  Serniones  ad  Oleruni, 
lib.  1;  KpiHt'ilas  o2  ad  divcrsos,  lib.  1;  Propositioncs  di.spu- 
tatas,  lib.  i ;  I.,eeti(jues  Trevirenses,  lib.  I  ;  i{e<;ulas  qiiasdeni 
jinis,  lib.  1;  Contra  (ieranhini  Uononienseni,  lib.  1;  Com- 
muntarios  in  lilblia  Sncrn.t  This  luurned  ami  invaluable  writer, 
having  lived  to  a  very  advanced  aj;e, died  about  the  middle  of 
this  century  in  the  place  of  bis  ualivity,  Kildare,  and  was 
buried  in  the  t'armelite  convent  of  that  t;iwn.  * 

iMalacuv  MAC-jEnA,  an  eniincnt  antiquarian,  canon  of 
Klj'liin,  and  afterwards  bishop  of  that  ditx'ese,  has  been  justly 
ranked  amoii;;  the  writers  of  this  a;.'e.  In  tlio  year  lUl;!  ho 
was  translated  to  Tuaiii,  and  recovered  llio  see  of  Knaghdune, 
which  he  (jowrned  for  twenty  years  before  his  death.  IIo 
died  A.n.  i;!IH,  and  was  buiied  at  Tuani,  in  the  cathedral 
churcii  of  St.  Mary.  Tile  lart'O  \oluiiie  entilled  Keaber  Mac- 
,.^D,  tiieJKiok  of  the  son  of  llii^ih,  is  ascribed  to  .Malachy.  It 
contains  n  series  of  the  kin^s  of  Irelaiul  from  Neall  Ni),'iohich 
to  Koderic  O'Coniior.  lie  is  al.^o  con.^idel•ed  to  be  the  author 
of  a  prophecy  (which  some  have  attributed  to  St.  Jarlath) 
concerning  that  saint's  successors  in  tlie  see  of  Tuamt 

.Ton!)  C'l.vxN,  the  celebiated  author  of  tlio  "  Annnliuuj 
Chronicoii,"  flourished  about  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century .§  He  was  the  lirst  guanlian  of  the  Franciscan  con- 
vent of  Carrick-on-Suir  in  Kt.lii;  but  soon  after  retired  to  the 
convent  of  his  order  at  Kilkenny,  in  nhicli  literary  retreat 
he  is  said  to  have  written  the  greater  part  of  his  annals. 
These  annals  coinmenre  with  the  ('hristran  era,  and  in  a 
concise  tint  perspicuous  manner,  are,  agreeably  to  clironolo- 
pical  order,  brought  clown  to  the  year  IHlli.  From  this  perioil 
the  annalist  becomes  more  circumstantial,  and  continues  his 
chronicle,  with  great  precision,  to  tlie  close  of  the  year  1350, 
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iibout  wliivli  time  it  in  prolmblc  lio  ilieil.  Durins  the  compi- 
lation nf  liis  nniiula  in  131!),  n  drcadfiil  peittiicncu  raged 
lliroii^liuut  all  Ireliind,  bd  that  the  country  was  nearly 
(le|io|iiilateil,  atlit  it  i^  ficnentlly  prusiniiod  that  the  learned 
Olynn  hocanie  also  a  victim  to  this  awtiil  visitation.  At  the 
conclusion  of  Ilia  annaj«  (lH4tl),  giving'  nn  account  of  the 
)ila);ue  then  ragini;,  he  says ;  "  liut  1,  hrother  John  Clynn, 
»  Kranriacan  friiir,  of  the  convent  of  Kilkenny,  have  in  this 
hook  written  the  nieniorahlo  things  occurring  in  my  time,  of 
wliich  I  was  either  an  eye-witness,  or  learned  them  from  the 
nilation  of  such  as  were  worthy  of  credit.  Moreover,  that 
tl.ieso  notable  transactions  ni!)j;ht  not  |>crish  by  time  and  vanish 
1  ut  of  tlin  memory  of  our  successors — seeing  the  many  evila 
that  enconiiiass  us,  and  every  symptom  placol  as  it  were  under 
•III  evil  iniiucnce,  expecting!  death  amonj;  the  dead,  until  it 
comes, — such  thiiif^  aa  1  have  lieard  delivered  with  veracity 
and  have  strictly  examined,  I  have  reduced  into  writing.  And 
lest  the  writins;  should  perish  with  the  writer,  and  the  work 
slioulil  fail  with  the  workman,  1  leave  behind  me  parchment 
for  continuing  it,  if  any  man  should  have  the  f;ooil  fortune  to 
survive  this  calamity,  or  any  one  of  the  race  of  Adam  should 
escape  this  pestilence,  and  live  to  continue  what  I  have  begun." 
These  annals  remained  in  the  possession  of  the  Franciscans  of 
Kilkenny  until  about  the  time  of  Cromwell :  they  were  after- 
wards faithfully  transcribed  by  means  of  Sir  James  Lee,  carl 
<il'  Marlburg,  on  which  occasion  the  copy  was  carefully 
deposited  in  the  hands  of  Henry  earl  of  Bath,  on  condition 
that  it  should  be  printed.  John  Clynn  died  of  this  pestilence, 
lie  ha^ialso  written  "  De  Kegibus  Anfilorum  ab  Hengisto  ad 
Kdw.  Ill,"  lib.  I; ."  Do.custodiis  onlinis  sui,  in  Anglia  et 
Jlibernia;"  "  Catalofjum  sedium  EplseopaliUiir,  Anglia.',  ScotiiC 
et  llibernia);"  "  D«  Franciscanornm  ca^nobiis,  et  eorum  distinc- 
tionibus,"  lib.  I.* 

From  the  commencement  of  this  analysis,  the"  attention  of 
the  reader  has  been  particularly  directed  to'-that  most  national 
and  religious  suliject-^thc  progress  of  education.  It  has  bceii 
shown  that  public  gratuitous  cilucatioli  had  accompanied  even 
the  very  dawn  of  Christianity  in  this  country ;  it  was  the  great 
nioral  corner-stone  on  which  the  fathers  of  the  Irish  Church 
erected  the  edifice;  it  was,  in  fact,  that  splendid  characteristic, 
which  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  centuries  had  raisM  the  church 
of  Ireland  suj>crior  to  other  natioijal  churches,  and  won  for  our 
countrv  a  name  of  which  no  other  nati<in  could  boast — that  of 
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nil  "  Islanil  of  Sainta."  Thin  syslpin  of  national  education  h^ 
licen  iKitroniiuil  durinf;  several  iiiil)aeqiicntnf;i.'ii — in  fact  it  »ta« 
uplicM  ami  clicrlalipcl  ut  tliu  vory  hour  wlioii  fori'ifin  ctTlesias- 
tius  hail  licL'ii  iiitroihievil  into  Irelanil.  It  a|)|iiMira  that  thuau 
men,  wlion  onco  iilanteil  in  the  country,  were  by  no  nieana 
innensililu  to  their  own  private  iiiterent;  they  heciiiiio  opulent; 
they  enjoyed  power  in  all  its  plenitude;  anil  about  this  |M>iver 
and  opulence  thoy  soon  hc^an  to  dispute  nnioii)^  tliemselven. 
Canons aiul chapters  «ill  contend  about  priority;  Armagh  and 
Dublin  nuist  enter  into  an  arena  for  metropolitan  ri>;lits,  as  if 
such  tliiii>;H  could  be  of  any  benefit  whatever  to  the  inoralitvN 
of  the  iialion,  or  to  the  wretched  condition  of  an  alHicted 
people.  Some  are  unceasinj;ly  occupied  in  the  defence  of  their 
priviloftes ;  while  others  are  sure  to  keep  up  nil  unmeaning 
and  boisterous  erusado  airainst  copvcnts  and  Slendicant  Orders, 
Hut  the  wonder,  inex|iliudile,  is,  that  all  this  time,  the  f:;reat 
sources  of  nalioiud  cdi|cati<m,  on  which  the  ancient  Irish 
bestowed  such  |>iiins,  and  which  had  once  formed  the  boast 
anil  f;lory  of  the  coiintrv,  were  now  literally  closed  up.  The 
schools  of  (loiiard,  of  Ariiiiiijh,  and  of  IJancor,  are  no  more; 
the  literary  halls  of  ancient  days  are  deserted;  and  where  the 
toweriuf;  fxenius  of  .Sediiliiis,  of  Coliiinbaniis  and  Scotus  once 
soared  hl;^li  and  ii)njestlc,  the  silence  of  night  and  the  grass  of 
the  wilderness  urjj  now  to  be  found.  The  country,  no  doubt, 
had  been  convul;tbd;  it  hail  beeji  thrown  into  an  awful  stiite  by 
the  plunderFAg,  yet  dissalislleil,  ndveiitiirer.s  of  the  day;  but 
the  very  s.inic  conld  be  saiil  of  those  melancholy  times  whou 
the  Danish 'invader  stood  in  the  suiictiiary.  Such,  indeed, 
had  been  the  case  in  the  ninth  luid  tenth  centuries,  and  even 
then  the  spirit  of  national  educnlioii  was  not  allowed  to  perish. 
At  the  very  eoiiiiiiencement  of  the  English  invasion  many 
of  our  literary  eslablislinicnts  were  iloiirishing:  among  the 
number  of  these,  sntlice  it  to  mention  the  schools  of  Clonard, 
of  Lismore,  and  Aruiagh;  but,  rciuler,  mark,  the  gre.it  school-  .. 
of  Clonard  was  levelled  to  the  ground  by  the  infamous  Mac- 
Morough  and  his  Knglish  allies;  IJsniurc  was  demolished 
by  Itayiniiiid  and  Strongbow,  while  Armagh  was  plundered, 
gutted,  and  reduced  to  aslies  bv  Du  Courcey, after  the  students 
had  been  disiierscd  and  banislied,  and  the  profesadrs  barbar- 
ouslv  put  to  ikatli. 

TIio  infamous  statute  framed  in  1.180  at  Kilkenny,  may 
likewise  enable  us  to  coiiteiiiplato  the  ungenerous,  mercenary', 
domineering  spirit  so  strikingly  eharaoteristie  of  this  age.  To 
exclude  a  man  from  the  enjoyment  of  a  benelicc,  or  to  prevent 
him  from  making  his  profession  in  a  religious  establishment. 
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merely  because  lie  wnii  nn  Irishman,  wa>  much  tlie  >ame  u 

Iilnring  the  swonl  of  pcraccutioii  on  the  very  mlur.  Scenei 
iku  Ihfse  were  never  lieforo,  witnessed  in  the  Churcli  of 
Irulanil ;  nn  hnpions  ami  hurefaceil  niono|)oly  of  the  Christian 
■nnrtuary  was  a  sniiKJal  to  uliich  the  sainted  fathers  of  the 
Iriali  C'liurch  liad  'bci'ti  ix-rfect  stranpers.  Hence  tlie  di» 
content,  llio  univiTKal  Rational  inili;;nation,  whicli,  kept  alive, 
as  it  were,  by  lliu  |J1(>  of  ■UUfcii'iiiit  nuilti|ilied  o|ijiressi(int, 
must  have  nll'eclcil  the  interest  of  relif;ion  no  less  than  tlio 
various  other  Interestinj;  relations  of  society.  That  tl<to  union 
of  the  churchSvith  the  civil  power  is  nn  evil,  cannot  bo  quee- 
tionod,  so  hmp  a4  the  evidence  of  history  is  admiKwl;  ana 
it  is  ociually  oerlain,  that  relifiion  never  appears  to  prcator 
advantage  than  when,  stript  of  all  borrowed  light,  it  is  allowed 
to  lihine  forth  in  the  unmixed  grandeur  of  ita  own  native 
])owcr  and  efTulgence. 


riFTEKNTII    CENTURY. 


CIIArXKR  I. 

SUt^'of  tlif  Chnri-h  of  In>laiitl  in  thii  fiiiiimi'iifrmfiit  of  tho  FifUiOiitli  Colttiiry — 
Till' iurltlii«hnjt  of  Cafllu!)  nU:<\  )H<foro  imrliatiu'itt  Uiulmnl  Tatltot,  arah- 
I'l^Iiiip  itf  Diililm,  oiiileavAHn*  to  n^ln'Ms  the  «ik-vanci'«  of  fri-blul-  Kiwluii-^ 
n^t ii':il  I't'iivilrt-^  imjiloyt'il  ill  ll|>lioUtiii);  till- taWM  of  tho  rpalin  -  IFittory  of 
t'ltiiilH'rl  ^iiillicl  IU'»toralioii  of  the  (iri'lalf^  wtio  csimiumiiI  liu  caliHe— 
l-Utalilutuio  lit  of  ttiu  wnr<lv(i!4lii|i  of  (iaiw.ty -SyinMla  iiiuler  (Jetavihit  ds 
raUtiu — rrt>t:iM;ilingH  uf  K<^atiu){  iirior  of  Kiltuaiiili&m. 

TilK  cunrieution  botwpon  the  cc'clcniniiticnl  aiul  llic  civil  power 
liii'l  l>v  tliin  tiiiiu  Ijceii  curried  to  hucIi  iiii  excess,  tliut  to  illiis- 
Iralo  the  proeeedinps  of  the  former,  it  will  be  ncces^arv  to  lave 
recourse  to  some  of  the  leniliii);  historical  events  of  tlio  latter. 
Ill  It  p:irluinieiit  held  nt  Dublin  wliile  the  e:irl  uf  Oriiiond/had 
been  chief  justice;  the  odious  Statute  of  Kilkenny  was  eiMi- 
firined;  ami  altlionoh  durin;;  the  rei);ii  of  Henry  IV.  several 
parliaments  had  been  convened,  yet  they  all  terniinated  either 
in  meu.surc8  that  were  iminaeticable,  ur  in  factional  cnnct- 
inenti  for  jjerpetuatinj;  the  oppression  of  the  unfortunate 
Irish.  Noddiif;  can  more  clearly  exhibit  the  iiisulKciency  of 
rulers  in  tho.su  times,  than  the  almost  simultaneous  successiun 
of  j;ov('rnor.<  into  whose  haiid.s  the  allairs  of  Ireland  had  been 
entrusted.  One  lord  ju.sticc  had  scarcely  been  seated  in  office, 
when  he  wa.s  removed  and  ri,'|ilaced  by  another  still  more 
needy,  insatiable  and  prinding;  while  the  self-same  paniinount 
object,  which  all  seemed  to  have  in  view,  was  national  discon- 
tent, national  disturbance,  and  national  |)lunder.  Sometimes 
the  voice  of  justilo  or  rather  of  pity  mi};ht  have  been  heard 
for  a  irtMneiit ;  but  it  soon  died  away,  and  became  as  silent  and 
as  disrepaidtjttua  thou;;h.jt  bad  never  existed.  The  primate 
John  Cplton,  and  'riioiiias  Craihlcy,  afchbishop  of  Dublin,  had, 
indeed,  been  deputed  by  the  Irish  parliament  to  proceed  to 
London,  and  lay  before  the  king  an  officially-authorized 
.ex|H>sure  of  the  mal-administratlon  of  his  governors;  but 
these  prelates,  iiotwithstandiii);  their  zeal  and  sincerity,  returned 
home  just  as  they  went,  haviiip  obtained  no  favour  unless  the 
appointment  of  the  duke  of  Lancaster,  the  king's  son,  to  the 
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fjovernmoiit  of  rrelaml  for  a  liiniteil  time*  Had  tito  c.xampla 
tliiiH  Hi't  fortli  by  tlio  arclibislin|w  of  Aniingli  anil  Dublin  bvon 
iitU'iulc'd  lo,  tl'B  <li»tractvil  nlliiiri  of  Ihu  country  nii);ht  bunoon 
tranipiiibzud,  i).it  nieiisures  tbe  very  roverao  weic,  year  after 

frciir,  curried  into  efl'ect;  division,  distrust,  uiid  turbulence, 
lucninu  tbe  ntnndin;;  I'linracterialic,  tlio  ruling;  fusliion  of  Ilia 
day,  ami  every  B(>o<1  man  wlio  apiieared  to  synipatbiiie  in  tlio 
wron);s  of  the  nutiim,  or  nbo aimed  at  conciliation  by  sliowinj; 
tbe  least  kindness  for  tbe  people,  was  at  onco  marked  out  and 
dencftauceil  liefore  tbe  |)ublie  tribunaU  as  ii  criuuiial. 

The  accusations  preferred  »j,'ainat  Uicliard  U'lledian,  arch- 
bishop of  Casbul,  by  John  (iese,  bishop  o(^Waterford  nnd 
Lismori-,  are,  without  tbe  help  of  any  other  ^ct,  luiire  than 
sulllcient  to  illustrate  this  truth.  That  eminent  prelate  wan 
consecrated  archbishop  (d'  Cashel  in  14(hi.  With  (,'reat  diffi- 
culty, and  after  having;  endured  a  variety  of  |>er«ccution,  he 
succeeded  in  recovering  the  temiHiralitles  of  tlio  sec,  wliicli 
bad  been  <leHpoile>l  or  alienated  tlirough  tlio  mismanagement 
of  his  predecessors.  Un  bis  promotion  to  tbo  archdioccac,  hu 
found  the  cathednd  church  in  rUins,  the  vicUrs  choral  had 
been  left  w  ithout  a  residence,  ami  as  he  himself  ileclares,  "  ho 
cnnie  to  the  si^e  without  having  n  single  place  in  any  manor 
where  he  might  lay  his  head."f  However,  he  soon  recovered 
the  lands  of  (irange-Connel,  Tburles-beg,  and  several  other 
manors,  the  rentof  which  he  exclusively  applied  to  tbe  presshig 
exigencies  of  hi.s  church,  lie  erected  u  ball  for  the  vicars 
choral,  and  after  a  time  rebuilt  'be  calbeilral  of  St.  Patrick  in 
Caaliel,  which,  in  tbo  twelfth  century,  bad  been  founded  by 
tbe  celebrated  Donald  O'ltrinn,  king  of  Limerick.  These 
valuable  services,  instead  of  securing  for  him  that  esteem 
which  be  merited,  hail  only  aervcil  to  make  him  a  more  iiro- 
ininent  objin^t  for  public  attnck.  The  orchhisbop  was  cited 
before  parliament,  then  sitting  in  Dublin,  and  thirty  artklcs 
were  exhibiteS  against  him  by  John  Gese,  bishop  of  Waterford 
and  l.iiauiore.  Among  these  charges  there  were  some  so 
ludicrously  extravagant  as  to  throw  discredit  on  the  rest, 
and  blow  op  the  whole  scheme:  it  was  alleged  that  be  had 
conntcrfeited  the  king's  seal,  and  caused  letters  i>atent  to  be 
issued,  while  by  the  third  article  he  was  exhibited  as  a  factious 
demagogue,  ami  had  actually  found  means  to  have  himself 
proclaimed  king  of  Minister.  However,  the  leadiflg  charge, 
and  that  on  which  his  adversaries  bad  chieily  de])cnded,  was 
set  forth  in  the  very  first  article — i'  That  he  was  kind  and 
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liuinane  to  tho   Iriali,  und  linil  iici  respect  wimtevcr   fur  nii 
Kiiglisliman;   that  he  was  nuvor  known  to  promoto  [KTsons  of 
that  nation  to  any  ili^riity  in  thu  church,  iiml  that  ho  aUowcJ 
no  bishop  in  his  pro\in('i'  to  uilvaucu  an  Kntjlishihan  to  any' 
bcncfico  whatever.  * 

Thu  uritcm  ol  tlioso  times,  after  ileserlhhif;  tho  sensation 
which  tliis  slnicuhir  proceediiij;  huil  occiisloneil,  cs|H'cially 
anion^  the  peers  of  the  reiiliii,  continue  U)  dwelt  w  ith  unfei;rned 
dehcht  on  thu  nnhendinf;  liruniess,  Inte^'rity,  und  good  qualities 
of  tiio  archliishoii  of  Cashel,  and  aj^reu  that  he  was  hononralily 
aciiultted;  while,  hy  those  of  a  more  modem  date,  the  fact  is 
adduced  as  one  ainon^  thu  many  nistuncea  in  which  Irishmen 
have  lioen  persecuted,  merely  liecausu  lliey  had  nmnifestetl  it 
lovo  or  a  rejjiird  for  their  country. 

This  novel  mode  of  ileterinining  ecclesiastical  matters  by  a 
parlintniintary  decision,  nuist  Lu  traced  to  sonic  of  those  extra- 
ordinary privilc(;es  upon  which  tho  duke  of  |jniea.ster  had,  for 
tho  third  lime,  accepted  thu  reins  of  (government  in  Ireland, 
nnil  by  which  he  was  invested  with  the  power  of  nonunutin<r 
to  whatever  benefices  he  pleaseil.  During  tho  reign  of  Henry 
v.,  the  succeeding  governors  maintained  a  still  greater  control 
over  church  |irefernients,  and  in  many  instances  were  known 
to  have  kept  the  episcopal  sees  vacant  for  a  long  term  of 
yenni,  merely  for  the  |)urjK)se  cd'  transferring  tho  temiioralities 
into  their  own  cullers.  Tliis  latter  abuse  was,  at  length,  loudly 
complained  of,  in  the  parliament  held  under  the  earl  of 
Orniond,  in  ll;i1,  and  formed  one  of  the  principal  grievances 
laid  down  in  tho  celebrated  remonstrance  which  tho  same 
parlianuMit  had  at  that  time,  ihrough  the  agency  of  the  arch- 
uisliop  of  Dulilin  and  Sir  Christopliir  I'reston,  presented  to 
the  consideiiuion  of  king  Henry  V.  Tho  authority,  honcver, 
of  n  secular  legislature  on  pouits  purely  or  rclaiivelv  eccle- 
siastical, was  far  froin  being  aduutted  at  tho  time  as  a  standing 
maxim;  even  the  very  tribunal  before  which  tho  archbishop 
O'lledian  had  been  acquitted,  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  its 
insufhciency  in  finally  deciilinjr  on  such  questions.  An  appeal 
was  preferred  to  the  same  parliament  on  the  part  of  Miles  I'itz- 
John,  bishop  of  Cork,  and  others,  in  w  hicli  it  was  alleged  that 
,  sundry  efliirts  hail  l>een  niaile  by  the  bishop  of  Cloyne,  Adam 
I'ay,  to  have  tho  diocese  of  Corl<  united  to  his  own  see.t  Tho 
allegations  were  adianced  an<l  proveil,  and  the  subject  gave 
ri.s<!*to  much  contention  between  the  prelates  of  the  province; 
however  the  parliaiucnt,  knowing  well  that  the  cognizance  of 
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•ucii  n  i-aHu  dill  not  l>y  niiy  law  cnnut  within  llie  powcnof '|^ 
Iny-triliiiiml,  iliiiiiiiKHCil  llie  qiiciitioM  iilt(>f;i'tlii>r,  with  ilirectiniii 
tliut  till'  wlioli' |iriice«»  slinulil  In'tiibiiiiltcil  to  the  |)ii|ie.*  'I'liB 
union  of  llii'M'  »rfH  toiik  iiliicc,  however,  on  the  (Icecnio  of 
thifse  priihdea,  which  orciirreil  exiictly  ilurini;  the  mnio  year 
(11:10),  un<l  ilonliiii,  chmu'elliir  of  I.inierlck,  hiivinf;  hcen 
tt|i|K>iiitt>il  siu'ceHsor  to  Aihini  I'ay,  thu  Iwuilioctftvi  of  Cork 
mill  C'loyne  «eie  unileil  umler  Al  irtin  V  f 

Hut  the  iiiiliviiliial  to  whniii  the  Chiireh  of  Irehinil  anil  tho 
Irish*  flSlioii  hill   lieen  in   tliiwo  liiiies  ino^t   cl4e|ily  indelitoil, 
was  Itielianl  'riilbol,   arclilii»liii|)  of    Dhhiin.      'I'liis    prelatu 
was  liMther  to  lliu  illiislrimis  John  Talhot,  loril  of  Kurnivnl, 
wlmui  Henry  VI.  ha  I,  for  hia  hiavery  imd  fuithl'iil  services  hi 
Kraiice,  difiiiilied  with  the  title  of  earl  of  .SlirowHbury,  Water- 
fonl,  and   W'exl'nrd.     Having  been  ciinnecrated  in    1417,   he 
iiiHtitnti'd  fi\  Camilla  and  iim  iiinny  cdmri.sterH  in  St.  I'utrick't 
CatliiMlial,  and  pairelled  nnioni»  them  the  prebend  of  Swords, 
usually  called  thu  <.'oldcn  one,  for  their  maintenance.}     lie 
cnlari;ed  ami  be;intiHed   tlio  chapel  of  ,St.  .Michael,  by  annex- 
in"  tliereto  n  ehatiecl,  and  afterwards  raised  it  to  thu  rank  of 
n  pari>h  clinrch.     He  also  founded  tho  clmnlry  of  St.   Anne 
in  Si..  .Viidoon's  (,'iiiireh  fur  tlie  support  of  mx  priests,  and 
prucnrcd  n  licence  of  niiiitinain  to  Inrehasc  sixty-six  piiiinds 
yearly  for  its  endow ineiit.§      Dnriiij;  his  iiicunibciicy,  which 
continued    thirty-two    years,    tho    archbishnp    Kichurd    was 
privv  counsellor  to  Henry  V'.;  he  was  four  times  lord  justice 
of  Ireland   (namely,  in    IIUI,    1  l;l(!,   I  HO,    1117),  and  wan 
chancellor  liuni    l.|:!7   to  the  year   1  l:i:l,  in  which  office  ho 
was,  about  that  period,  Biicceeded^by  'I'liomas •Chase. |i     The 
parliamrnt  osscmlded  in  Dublin  in  1142  selected  this  prelatu, 
to){ellier  with  John  White,  abbot  of  St.  Mary's,  near  Dublin, 
and  commissioned  them  to  lay  before  tho  kiiij;  a  fair  and  circum- 
stantial <letail  of  thu  melancholy  state  of  Ireland;  but  in  those 
days  it  was  ntlerly  impossible  for   any  man,  no  matter  how 
good  jiis  iutcntioiis  or  how  uuliiuitod  his  iiiHueiicu,  to  render 
any  ])ai-amonnt   service  to  tlic  country.      Scarcely   had   tho 
archbishop  returned  from  Kn^^land  when  a  new  (governor  was 
appointed ;  the  old  career  of  abuses  proceeded  in   its  course 
with  accelerated  velocity,  while  the  extortions  and  multiplied 
grievances  of  former  times  were  again  enforced.    "  The  Irish," 
says  sir  John  Davies,  "  were  generally  reputed  aliens,  or  rather 
ciieiuies  to  the  crown  of  Enjjlandj  insomuch' that  they  were 
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not  only  (liitiil)li'd  to  briiif!  forward  nny  aetlnns,  but  llioy  wens 
Kd  fur  out  of  tliu  proto'timi  of  tlie  Ii\wh,  tluit  it  \vn«ucljiiil);c(l  no 
I'clnriy  to  kill  a  mere  liinhmaii  ov(?n  in  liiiio  of  |i(micu  "    IJiiring 
tlii'iiu  iicriniU  of  troiiliii'  iiiiil  ilisniny,  tliu  nrrliliii>lio|i,  a%  wtdi  iii 
Ilia  brother,   tliu  furl  of  .Sliru«»liiiry,  U'lt  iio  niciins  untriuil 
in  ii|>|it'U»iiif;  tliu  niii;ry  npirit  of  tlio  nution,  iiiiil  padieiilurlv 
nfler  till.- roinoval  of  OriiKiml  from  tliu  lord  liciitunuiirv,  whiun 
lio  Imd  now  cnjovuil  for  tbo  iiftli  tiiiiu.    John  I'nrI  of  Sliruws- 
bnrr    wns   a|<||oiiitrd  to  micowd  liiin,  wlilh'  lliu    iirohliiHhop 
lllc)iiird,  nnioii);  olhcr  iimttira,  pnliliahcd  n  tnu-t  to  wlilch^io 
ffflw  tho  vury  nppropriutu  tillt>,  "  l)e  aliusii  ru^^iniliiiii  Jiicobi 
Ooniiliii  Urniondla'  iluni   llilii'rniii<  cssut  loriini   toncns."     On 
tliu  duiith  of  John   I'reni',  nriinutu  nf   Arinii);li,  tlin  duiin  nnd 
chiiplur  uk'ctiil  Uiiliiird  Tiilbot  nn  bin  auoicssor,  but  liiin  dig- 
nity liu  iluclifieil.     At  leiiiitli  this  >;oo(l  preliitu,  worn  down  a« 
niiic'li  bv  lubonr  nnd  piiatoiiil  soliiituilu  us  by  thu  li.ind  of  tiinu, 
wiiK  ruiiiovud  to  n  bettur  world  on  thu  l.'ilh  uf  Au);nsi,   I'l4i), 
und  Ilia  runiiunii  wuru  dupohilud  nndur  n  inoniAiiunt  of  ninrblu, 
bunntiliuil  with  bin  iniii^u,  in  Kt.  I'alrick'ii  ('iithvilt'al* 

It  iiii^'ht  be  supposed  that  the  laws  and  ifriiidiiiK  i>|>prussiona, 
wliiuli  had  for  «o  many  year*  beuii,  without  inuiuv,  inilieled  on 
tliu  nation,  wuru  iiitrinsiually  o.lious  inoiiph,  without  thu  in- 
Iroduclion'of  eoelesiastieal  censures,  or  thu  application  of  tho  V 
powur  of  thu  ('hurcli  to  the  piir|io«es  of  utate  ehieanery,  ^^y 
Ijiidur  thu  Henrys,  thu  le;{isbitiiiv,  such  as  it  was,  diil  its  own 
work  and  acted  on  its  own  aiitli(iritv;  while  duriii<!  t1iu  reign 
of  Kdwnrd  IV.  tho  terrors  of  ifie  Oliuich  nro  employed  as  n 
Bpicii'S  of  fioveinment-iiiacbiiiery,  mid  that  by  an  oxiJiess 
atatntu,  fornia^y  passed  in  oiiu  of  thu  parliaiiienLs  at  Dublin. 
This  enactinuiit,  which  it  inaj-  not  be  improper  to  notice,  was  ' 
to  tho  followiii);  ctl'ect — "  Whereas  our  holy  father  Adrian, 
(Kipe  of  Itoiiie,  was  possessed  of  all  the  seif;iii(n'y  of  Irehinil,  in 
ri^lit  of  his  ('linrcli,  which,  for  a  curtain  runt,  lu^  alienatuil  to 
the  kill};  of  Kiifiland  and  bis  heirs  for  ever,  and  by  which 
jrraiit  the  people  of  Ireland  owe  their  obeilience  to  thu  kinj;  of 
Kiif^bnd  as  their  8overei!,'ii  lord;  it  i>,  therefore,  ordained, 
that  all  arclibishops  and  bishops  of  Iivhind,  shall,  upon  tha 
nionition  of  forty  days,  proceed  to  the  excoininnnieation  of 
all  disobediefit  snbjects;  and  if  sncli  arelibishop.s  or  bishops  bo 
remiss  in  discliar;;inj;  their  duty  in  tlie  premises,  they  shall 
boncefortli  be  liable  to  a  penalty  of  oiio  Iiumliud  pounds.' t 

Durinfr  the    lon{l   and   s.ingiiinary  strn^'fjles  butween    the 
bouses  of  York  and  l.,ancastei',  in  which  so  many  lives  bud 
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Ii«t>n  Mcriticvil,  nixl  an  miic-li  trriiKiiro  liml  Ih>oii  pxIiiiiisIoI,  the 
ecolojiaslioal  power  W(ia  n  »».Mi|K>n  wliii'li  cacli  |mrty  seumeJ 
iui.\ii)iiHtoi)m|ilny,  wlieiuivur  it  could  Ih)  cnnvonicntlyolituinod. 
Nnr  wiiK  lliH  luiiiiu  nyaloin  ul>iiii<lon<'<luii(lur  the  more  tum|ivmte 
mill  tniiic|iiil  ri'i);n  of  Henry  VII ,  after  these  two  |iuwerful 
hrniiches  hml  liivii  iiiiiti'il  liy  the  iiiiirriii<;e  of  that  monarch 
with  I'^ixiibeth,  ihiii){hler  of  Ivlwanl  IV,  In  the  very  coin- 
iiii'iicoiiu'iit  of  his  ri'iKn,  Irclaml  hecamo  the  thealru  of  that 
wvll-l(ii<>wii  and  nin^nlar  wrhcnio  of  the  Yorkiatii,  in  which 
the  youthful  Lamlicrt  Kimriel,  hi:ii  of  a  |ioor  haker  in  Kn^land, 
hud  for  11  time  ho  iiroaperoualy  ti^iircd.  This  youn^  man, 
hnvin^;  he^>ii  iirevionsly  tutored  for  the  purpose,  was  brought 
over  liy  timt  piirty  into  Ireland,  nnii  a  re|)ort  whs  at  the  same 
time  induntrionsly  circulated  that  I'Mward  earl  of  Warwick 
anil  next  heir  to  the  crown,  had  just  made  his  escape  from  the 
timer  of  l^ondun.  Simnel  was,  ucconlin^jly,  instructed  to  |)er- 
sonnte  the  earl,niiid  as  such  was  introduced  to  tlio  lord  d(>puty, 
to  the  ehancellnr,  to  thu  treasurer,  and  such  of  the  nobility  us 
were  devoted  to  the  house  of  York.  Ilo  met  with  n  most 
fliitlerinj;  reception;  the  deputy  ordered  his  arrival  to  ho  pub- 
lislied,  and  his  canw  was  at  once  taken  up  with  enthusiasm. 
Dublin  instantly  declared  in  his  favour,  and,  in  short,  all  Ire- 
land, except  the  citizens  of  Waterford  and  the  bishops  of 
Arjnaijli,  (lashel,  'ruim,  (!lo;rher,  and  (llssory.  In  the  mean 
time  a  body  of  two  thousand  veterans  liad  been  sent  over  from 
Flanders  by  the  dowager  dnchcss  of  IJnrgundy,  second  sister 
of  Edward  IV.,  while  SinincI,  attended  by  the  lord  deputy  and 
all  thu  adherents  of  the  house  of  York,  was  crowned  with 
fjrcat  solenuiity  in  the  cathedral  of  (7hrist  ('hurch,  Dublin. 
In  this  convul.sed  slate  of  the  nation  it  was,  that  Henry  had 
recourse  to  the  interposition  of  piii>e  Innocent  VIII.  Ilo 
obtained  from  that  pontill'a  bull,  dated  the  (!th  of  the  kalends 
of  April,  wherein,  amoni;  othyr  matters,  the  archbishops  and 
bishops  of  Ireland  were  commanded  to  excommunicate  forth- 
with each  and  every  individual  who  should  join  the  standard 
of  rebellion  »i,'ainsl  the  reifjning  monarch  Henry  VII.,  or  in 
any  manner  co-operate  with  his  enemies.*  This  document 
was  of  no  tritliu);  conse(|ucncc.  to  llie  cause  of  Henry,  in  the 
present  critical  posture  of  all'airs.  The  Yorkists,  lieaded  by 
their  llivourite  Simnel,  took  sbipiiinj,'  snon  after  for  KniilaniJ, 
and  bcinj;  met  by  Henry  near  the  viljafje  of  Stoke,  in  the 
county' of  Nottinohani,  a  despi-rate  engafionient  ensued,  in 
which  the  ICnglisn  monarch  obtained  a  decisive  victory.     In 
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tliia  actiiiii  till'  lordi  Tlionmii  niid  Muiiricu  Kitzgcralil  Were 
alniii,  willi  ubniil'  40()(>  ol  llii'ir  beat  Ironpa:  tliu  iinpoitor 
Simnol  wiiH  taken  iiriannpr,  wliilv  Henry,  in  orilurto  alloril  the 
nntiiin  n  livinc  tv^tiiiinny  <i(  tliu  folly  of  tliiH  ivvlriiviif(ant 
cnli'r|>i'i/r,  Imil  lihn  vm|iloyt'il  nn  ii  ini'iiiul  in  liia  kitilicn,  nnil 
iin  atatv  iicniiiions  fri'qnciitly  ulj|i;;<!(l  hini  in  timt  ciiincity  to 
fltli'iKl  IiIh  talilv. 

InHti-iiil  of  taking  anniniiiry  vyn^cunco  on  lila  vnoniica, 
Henry  |inraiie(l  the  rulu  ol'  liia  ucenttoineil  |>ulii-y,  iiml  not  only 
forftuvu  llie  fnniiiiti'ia  of  lliia  ain^nhir  eiiterprizu,  liut  oven 
received  tlieni  into  fiivour,  und  Imd  nmny  of  tliem  continued 
in  their  former  olHciid  »iluntiona.  Among  tliu  ucclesiaatiea 
who  hnd  received  the  royjd  pardon  by  letlera  |itttent,  nero  tho 
inrhliisliom  (if  Armagh  und  Dublin  (O^taviaii  du  I'alntio  and 
Walter  Hl/.-Sininns),  tho  Lisliopa  of  Month,  Kildttre,  and 
Cliivnc;  the  abbola  of  St.  Mary  and  of  St.  Tliomiia,  near 
Dufilin;  thu  nbbota  of  llaltin^la.is,  Nuvnn,  Mollifnnt,  Itnctilf, 
anil  St.  Mory'a  iif  Trim;  und  the  priora  of  Newtown,  Connll, 
and  Lontli.*  Sir  Kichiird  Kd;;ecoinbe  wa.i  tho  pi'rann  doplited 
by  tho  kin;;  fur  di.<|H'n»in^  thia  net  <d  },'race,  anil  on  tlio  follow- * 
iiilf  Sunday  the  absolulion  from  tho  eenauru  waa  pronounced 
in  Christ  (.'liiircli,  innnediatily  after  a  aermon  preached  by 
John  I'ayno,  bishop  of  Moath  Tlie  nobles  and  prolalca  of 
Ireland  were  then  realored  to  the  roval  favour,  but  not  with- 
out certain  cunditioni:  One  of  thcw  torma  wua,  that  each 
ahonid  take  and  nubacribo  to  an  iialh  of  allegiance  driwn  up 
by  ihokini;  himself ;  and  because  that  jHirtion  of  it  in  which  tho 
eccloaiaatical  body  >*  c.inecrnod,  coinci  more  immediately 
within  tho  acope  of  thia  narrative,  it  may  not  bo  irrelevant  to 
allow  it  inaerlion  in  thia  place. 

"  I,  A-  II ,  ahall  from  this  d.ty  forward,  na  often  oa  I  ahall, 
on  the  behalf  of  our  aovcreign  lord  thu  kill);,  be  lawfully 
ri!(|uired,  oxcculc  the  censures  of  the  (Ihurcli,  by  the  authority 
ol'our  hoiy  fullicr  pope  Innocent  V'lll.  and  by  hia  bull  given 
under  lead,  n^'ainst  all  tluwo  of  his  subjects,  of  what  dignity, 
degree,  atate,  or  condition  lliey  may  bo,  that  distnrbeth  or 
Iroiibleth  our  sai  I  aovoreign  lord,  or  his  title  to  the  crown  of 
England  and  lorilahip  of  Ireland ;  or  rauaetli  conunotinn  or^ 
rebellion  against  the  same  j  or  aidelli,  siipportetli,  or  comfortetli 
any  of  those  traitors  or  rebels  that  iiitendeth  tho  destruction 
of  hia  most  aacreil  person,  or  the  subveraiun  of  hia  said  realm 
of  Kngl-'ind  and  lorilship  of  Ireland.  The  aamo  .sentence, 
with  all  solenmily  thereunto  belonging,  I  ahull  in  any  church 
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witliin  my  juriullrtiiin,  npiMilv  oxpriilo  niid  ili-clnre  n(!»>»"t  all 
tmiiiijfro»iii>r»  <if  llui  miinii  Imll;  no  tliiit  llic  niuso  mi  tlrti  bvlinlf 
of  otir  titlil  1(11(1  till)  klii)r,  lio  lawful  anil  Im  1111(0  1110  uiKilu 
kiioHii;  iivitlu'r  (>xt'i'|itiii>;  nor  ii|>arinf{  iiiiy  iiidivlduiil  in  rucIi 
nrt,  llir(iii);li  lovi-  or  Uri'uil,  liutrud  ur  uiivy,  nay,  ur  from  any 
CUUHO  wlintuvcr." 

On  tlid  2l»t  of  July,  In  tliU  yc-ar  J 1 44  8),  Gornid  carl  of 
Kildnre,  did  li(>iiiai,'o  in  tli(!  iircBcnco  of  .Sir  Uicliurd  Kdgc- 
condic,  in  llio  iildjvy  of  St.  Tlioniiin,  and  nfli'rwiirds,  when 
MiisH  liud  Ih'cii  ann^',  wiih  ulisiilvod  from  tlio  ei'nniire  of 
I'xcdminuiMcalion  and  took  tlic  ohiIi  of  iilicfjiance.  Tliu  uimo 
formnliticH  wi'ru  oljHorvi'd  on  tlin  part  id'  Uolivrt  I'rcaton, 
viscount  (inruuiustown,  and  of  tlio  liaronn  Porllentcr,  SInnc, 
Hoaili,  TriuiliU'Stone,  and  DiinHaiiy.  Amonf;  tlio  pridatoa  who 
underwent  llie  »anio  ordiMl  wpro  Waller  Kilz-timoni,  aroli- 
liisho|i  of  Dulilin,  and  John  Walton,  IiIh  jirodecosiior,  who, 
Imvinj;  lieen  hiiiid,  had  noaio  yearn  before  resigned  tho 
urchljislio|>rie;  also  .lohu  I'ayiie,  liisliop  of  Alcatli,  Kdniund 
l.ane,  liislmp  nf  Kildare,  .luliii  I'urcel,  abbot  of  Thomas-i^oiirt, 
near  Dublin,  Walter  Chiuipllower,  abbot  of  St.  Mary's,  Dub- 
lin, and  J(dni  ('oj;an,  ]iri<ir  of  Ibilm-l'atriek.* 

About  tliJH  time,  and  during;  the  ineniidiency  of  Oonnj^'h 
O'Murray,  archbii,liop  id'  Tnam,  a  eollec/e  of  a  wnrdcii  and 
vicam  wan  iiiunded  in  llie  chureh  of  St.  Nieholan,  in  (Jalw.-iy.t 
It  ban  been  already  nullccd,  that  tho  dioeeso  of  Knagbdune, 
in  wliieli  tho  town  (d'  (ialway  waK  eonijirehended,  had  been 
united  to  Tuam  under  the  arebbishop  Malaeby  Mac-..1vla, 
in  tho  f(iiirteeulli  century.  As  bad  been  the  cane  with  otliLT 
Bces  whiHi  were  united  In  tlid.Ho  times,  this  union  was  t(|lii>us 
and  attended  with  much  dilHciilly-  It  is  also  certain  tliatWheao 
unions,  allhouLdi  canonically  ellected,  had  oeca'ii(nially  orLiti'd 
some  f,'eni'ral  or,  at  least,  partial  feelinijs  of  discontent,  wVich 
ft'quired  time  and  prudence  to  moderate,  and  for  the  I'^l 
extinction  of  which,  tome  niutiial  concessions  were  at  leneOi^ 
ncce^8arily  obliged  to  he  made.  Krom  the  diphmia  of  Jnnocent 
VIII.,  issued  in  1481,  we  must  learn  the  origin  and  history  of 
this  new  ecclesiastical  district.  'J'liat  document  originated 
princijially  I'roni  a  nu'morial  which  tho  |)ari.slii(mers  (d'  tho 
church  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  lialway,  had  addressed  to  the  Holy 
See;  althoufih  the  erecliou  of  a  wardeiisbip  had  been  already 
contemplated  and  a(fti(ally  assiutcd  to  by  the  arclibishop  of 
Tuiim.  In  their  nienmrial,  the  iidiahitants  of  the  town  of 
(.ial>\ay  staled,  that  they  had  been  a  peaceable,  an  industrious 

•  Wurc'>  Annala,  ul  a.  Ii88.         +  t>i|'lom.  rntiorcnlii,  viii.  a.  1481. 
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mitl  nmnml  peoplr.nnil  thHt  in  tlicir  inaiinrri  itiiil  moiloof  liviii); 
they  iliftbriMl  qniii|>li*loly  fmiii  tli«  nalivv  Iriili.who  inlmhituil  tliu 
wnmln  Bnil  iiioimtainii  Krnunil  tliPtn;  tlint  iho  tviii|H>rulitioa  of 
Iha  clinrch  of  St.  Nii'liolui,  w|iit'li  hud  hithiTto  livvn  Kuvemeil 
liy  virara,  hul  lioen  m>  ofluii  uiuuiili'd,  mid  tht>  inhiihilanbi  Ihvni- 
•elves  no  hnrraHiicd  by  tho  aforcwiiil  |w>i|ili'  friiiii  tha  iiiniiiitninn, 
that  they  rcmld  mil,  in  a  U'Cuiniiii;  niiinncr,  and  acvnrdlnu  to 
thu  Knffliah  ritu  oUvrvud  liy  thi'ir  iirvdvctiiaoni,  either  near 
thu  divine  ollico  or  receive  the  ('hrialiiin  Haernnienta.  They 
•liittHl,  innrenver,  that  they  hud  Ikh-MI  snincliniefl  deii|H>ilcd  of 
their  |irop<>rly.  and  tlint  ninny  hud  been  even  put  to  death  liy 
these  uneultivaled  trilHii;  ami  they  expresned  the  utmost  fear 
that  (irentvr  evils  should  await  them,  iinleas  some  |K>rnianont 
and  efl'eeliinl  remedy  woiihl  Ih.1  s|ieeilily  applied.*  In  coni- 
pliaiK'u  with  their  wishes,  and  nttiuu  on  tno  terms  of  this 
ullef;ation,  pn|io  Innocent  VIII.  confirmed  the  wardunship 
which  the  archbishop  O'Murray  had  already  conteniiilated, 
and  raiwd  the  church  of  St.  Nichnlns  to  a  collegiate  dif^ity. 
Over  this  collegiate  church  was  placed  a  wanleii  or  custos,  as 
it*  head,  to);etlier  with  eight  |>er|ierual  vicars..  The  vicars, 
with  the  aforesaid  warden,  were  to  constitute  the  chnpter,  ami 
were  In  have  a  cuminon  seal,  burse,  table,  and  other  ciille^iiite 
insignia.  To  thi.H  collegiate  church  was  likewise  unnexvii  tliu 
vicariate  one  of  St.  James,  with  its  annual  revenue  and  fruits 
of  six  niurks  sterling.  It  was,  moreover,  ordained  that  tho 
said  eight  vicars  nhoiild  bo  chosen  and  presented  to  the  warden 
hy  the  mayor  or  governor  of  the  lonn,  in  coniitnclion  with 
tho  bailill's  and  principal  families,  ami  to  be  by  him  inducted 
OS  perpetual  vicars.  The  election  of  the  warden  was,  in  like 
manner  to  proceed  from  the  hiiiiiu  lay  patrons,  after  which  lie 
was  to  be  presented  to  the  vicars,  and  to  be  by  tlioin  inducted 
into  office  lor  one  year.  Oiiring  this  (M'rind  the  wanlen  was 
to  enjoy  and  exercise  |ue<toral  authority  and  ecclesiastical 
jurivliction,  as  well  over  the  vicars  as  over  tho, lav  inhabitant! 
of  tho  luiriali.t  \  \ 

•  DitJiw.  innrtoeniii  viii.  A.  U84. 

t  Thu  fiillowiuK  uxtnu-'t  from  tliu  iliitloma  reifsnlN  the  eliM'tiMn  of  tliu  wanluti 
luiil  vii-ATs  ;— "QiUHh(iiL-ucL-li«u  jtnpdict*  8.  Niviilu  lie  in  unlh-fiiAtam  erectis 
jiixta  diet!  nn-lii<-'pih«>|ti  unliiiatumum  pnrilictAm,  |>ur  iHitti  prunhyt^ni*!  nuiri- 
^rattm,  et  iliiuttta,  Anf^lirAuiim  ritum  ut  nion'm  in  <liviiionilu  cutulirAtiniiu 
tibw-rvaru  in.ht.)'*,  )M'r|N-tiliri  ftitiiriM  tvu)[Mtrifmii  rtxatur  et  giilienirtiir  ;  ct  i^res- 
li^teri  prmlifti  \<fr  Nii|HMii>n:iii,  pneiM«itiini.  vul  inajoreiii,  ut  liallivoK,  su  |tftree 
illctAt  yiUa-,  uiianliaiiii,  hIvu  tuitit.M(i  pni'ilirtii  pni  tiiii|H>re  pra-mtiituri,  et  per 
t|«iiui  guartlisiiuiii  in  |H'r|i4>tiii«  prt'i«)ivU^r<p«,  ten  TicariitH,  in  eutleui  eolle^o, 
M  pnt'vuntatitiiieni  eandrm,  iuittitiii.  (liuniianiia  vem,  luve  cuiton  |irn'atii«, 
|ier  WMhlem.  Hn|ieru)reiu,  pnu|ii«it)ini  vul  umjon>in.  et  iMlliviN  sc  jiareii.  aniu.H 
•iiidulin  n-umvihilin,  t-iMlvm  pa'»Iiytvrir*,  «ive  vtcAriin  prutientiri,  ut  jier  ipii»a 

L'  u 
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It  inuit  ba  (innuined  llmt  III*  •latement  embmliwi  in  tin 
nivmoriul  of  tliu  l>C(>|ilu  of /Oulwny,  ■ml  lli«  Krlevancn  rnm- 

Iilaiiieil  of,  wvru  all  iiolorioifiiiy  fiiiiinliHldn  fnct;  ytttoii  llie  other 
mini,  it  ill  rnllittr  cxlr.i(ir>liiiury  tliiit  iiiiiiilur  ('()iii|iliiiiitit  had 
not  Ih-vii  iniiili!  while  Kiiii^IkIuiii-  wiia  u  Hi'|iiiriilu  ilioioiii', piiiny- 
iiiK  it*  iiKli'jiciKli'iK'c,  iiiiii  ffoveriii'il  liy  il«  own  binliop.  llad 
tliu  native  IrlHli,  who  inliuuiled  the  iliatrirt  iininediati'lv  con- 
ligiioui  to  tile  town  of  (jnlwny,  Ix'cn  •iicli  dea|it'rula  rlmrur- 
tera  as  llieau  iietilionern  woiilil  nreda  riMirraent  tlinni,  bow 
c-uiiie  it,  that  tliia  innate  ferocity  hiiil  been  liitlierto  kejit  under 
control,  or  had  never  ^ivun  riae  to  a  eoin|ilnint,  lintil  almoat 
the  very  jxTiod  when  u  |H'r|H>timl  and  iin  inae|nirahle  union  waa 
about  to  tuko  place  between  the  dioceau  pi'  Ena(;liduno  and 
the  archditM-eae  of  the  (iroviiicoi' 

The  prolmbility  ia,  that  in  eHeclin^  the  union  of  thoao  leea,  a 
Borieacd  ulnioat  inauniiountubleditliculliei  wua  toliecncouiitered. 
The  old  |iredilection>  of  the  |ieo|>Io  were  <o  Ihi  teni|iereil  and 
conciliated ;  their  natural  anxiety  for  enjoying  the  advantaca 
of  n  Hpiritiial  Bupeiiur,  and  for  having  hini  rcaidiuj;  in  the 
niiilat  of  tlu'in,  waa  not  to  be  disrepirdcd,  and  lu  the  town  of 
(iaUvay  had  foriiieil  the  most  po|iulou«  and  iin|xirtant  |H>rlion 
of  tliia  ancient  dioccae,  it  may  be  preaumed  that  tliia  erection 
of  a  colle(;iatc  church,  and  of,^i  warilenaliip,  waa  one  of  the 
capital  conditions  on  which  the  union  of  the  two  sees  lia<l  been 
ut  Ic'iifrlh  consolidated.  For  the  piir|>osc,  tlierefonl,  of  acooni- 
pliahiii);  this  ineaauro  and  of  eatal>li8hiiiK  the  wardenahip,  tbe 
inaterials  for  a  propiT  memorial  were  reqiiiaite,  while  in  the 
absence  of  soliil  anil  aulTicient  reasona,  the  occ.iaional  and,  per- 
haps, provoked  rctuliutioiiof  adesponding  |)eople  waa  employed, 
in  throw  ill);  nt  least  a  shade  of  plaiiaibility  over  this  singufarly 
iii^'eiiious  remonatrance* 

Nolwithstandiii);  the  union  which  had  boon  alreadr  effected 
between  the  sees  of  Dublin  and  (ileiidaloch,  it  is  a  singular 
fact  that  no  leu  than  four  prelates  are  mentioned  in  the  annals 

pre«li)'t«nw  live  vicariiw  ail  |inuBt.<ntatiiinem  tiwsm  in  KOAnlisnum  im>  illo 
aiiiio  iiiihi  (lepiitttn  lit  ilmtitiii  ili<t>eat  ;  i-t  halicAt  i]«i'  K^iarilianiia  live  oiwt(i% 
pimt  iilitnntjiiu  iiiNUtulu>ni--iit  miuui,  iluranti'  siiuo  pni  ijiio  eli-ctiiH,  aiiper  uinnea 
diiHiK  ttci-le«iir  M.  NicnUt  ]trcHliyt«nia  m>ii  vicahoit,  ac-  |>arocbiaiiiis,  |Nit«aiat«ui, 
•t  iiMiiriiiii  ou  ittriHiliifUiiimni  pm-iliL'tiiniiii  uiiraiii  I'Xtn-tiat  antiiiaruiu,  radcm 
AuctontaUi' MtAtiiiinua  ut  itnliimtuuik  Jih  ctiuin  |iAtriiiiatii>i  «t  pm--ii«uUuuli 
giisniiaiio  i>n«l)ytA>nMi  l»m-ilicti«  in  vi(-an„«  iniititiieuiliM,  i-t  i^iahlUnum 
jin'stiytriTu  Hivu  vicoriU  |ht  ei«  iuHtitiU'iuliiiu,  |tr»fatii>  •ujn-iiun  |>r«(io«to 
kivi*  inajiin,  ImIIivu  ut  jainliiui  dicU'  villir,  prn  tt.'ni|iur«  exUtuutilmii,  in  per- 
IM'tiuini  iinalilmtn  aurtiriUtD  ci>ncinlinuiH ;  jiini  tunvn  slisnun  ecvlusiAruin 
liartH.-liiaraiu)  ut  ciijiikliliot  atteriua  in  onniiltiii  Muijiur  aalvu  " 

• 'llw  lirivili'nen  of  ttif  wanleD  I'f  IJalway  were  couutloralily  ampliliiHl  by 
tlu'  itfirfe  uf  i-'Wment  Xll.,  in  I73i— ti«c  cimtury  xviii.  c.  L 
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of  IrelaiKl  (ctunlly  |iroiii(linf;  uvit  tlio  luttiT  ilincvdo,  ulioiit  lliu 
vliMK  of  tliu  fiftviMilli  cuiitiiry.  Dinnyniiia  Wliiti*,  ciiiiti'iii- 
|Hirnry  with  John  Wiiltori,  Hrrhlii»ho|i  of  Dublin,  is  aaiil  to  huvo 
ruiiKniHl  ihu  x'l'  of  (IkiKhilui'h,  in  Ihu  chii|>ti'Nlioiine  of  St. 
I'atrick'ii:  iiftiT  liini  nure  John,  Ivo  Itunni,  u  Knini'ijH'iin,  iinil 
John  of  tho  Aittno  orilvr,  tho  luAt  of  wliotn  wuit  coiiHucriittMl 
liithopof  (ilviiiliilorh  ill  An^iiat,  I  IIK>.*  Stiuh  i«  thu  liicl,  iind 
it  hill  mtviT  Ix't'u  <lls|inti'il,  while  tho  cinMiniHtiinon  from 
which  those  proniolioiiiiori^Mimt<'>l,  niiint  furiii  ii(|ii<'ntinii  which 
the  unniilista  nf  Ihino  liiiiuii  Imvc  loft  iillo);i'thi'r  iiiii'X|>hiiiii'il.f 
We  find,  however,  that  iift4*r  ttie  deiith  of  John,  no  iiienlion 
hiui  keen  iiimle  of  anv  future  prelate  in  the  ilioceiie  of  (ileii- 
iluh>cli,  unit  thut  Witltir  Kitz-aiinons,  itrchhiiilio|i  of  Dublin, 
contiiiui'il  to  govern  theiio  united  xeeii,  preciiiely  in  the  suiiie 
UKUiner  us  had  been  done  by  hia  predeceMors  in  the  thirteeiitli 
century. 

The  interest  of  relij^ion  hail  l>een  roii!<i>lerably  promoted 
during;  the  lifteeiitli  century  by  iiieann  of  the  several  provin- 
cial aynoda  which  were  celebniled  under  the  prinmten  John 
Snayii,  John  Itolc,  and  Octuvian  de  I'ahitio.  During;  the 
incumlH'ncy  of  Octuvian,  nix  provinciul  synods  were  bold,  the 
most  reniarkuble  of  which  wifs  thut  conveneil  in  tliu  |i<irisli 
Church  of  pur  Hlewed  Liidy  of  Atherdeo,  in  July,  I  IM!>.  This 
aynoil  \SM  attendeil  by  John  I'uyiie,  bishop  of  iMeutli,  Kdward 
Coiircey,  bishop  of  t'hj({her,  William  Ferrul,  bishup  of 
Arilii(;li,  (leurfje  llrann,  binhop  of  Drumore,  Donnid  Fallon, 
bishop  of  Derry,  Meiieluus  .MiicCurumcun,  bishop  of  Itaphoe, 
uiid  Walter  lllake,  bishop  of  (.'lonmucnois  ^  In  thia  aynod 
■everal  regulations  np|>ertuiniiiK  to  moralu  and  ecclcsiiuticul 
dilicipliiie  were  ordained ;  at  the  same  time  tho  claims  which 

•  W«.l.liimna  A.  14tlS;  War,.-,  .\iin»l«,  ll.'nry  Vlt. 

t  III  tn'atiiix  itf  tilt,  union  nf  tliiiMi  ihs-s  tltiitur  lleiir)'  Uiiiitdreit,  in  l'il4,  it 
liiu  )K.s-n  notictsi,  that  iiotwittiaUiHlitit;  the  AniicKiitiiili  Oiin  rllWttsI,  fJluuiU' 
liH-tl  wiw  Itil)  to  n'tjuil  tbu  tiUu  of  an  e|iuoo)uil  mv,  tllt<  liiHliop  wlion-of  WftM  to 
1k>  nn  iwMtaUoit  or  vicur  t4i  lliu  urcliliiilii>|>  of  (iiililin.  Whetlirr  utiy  liishop  liiul 
tvsnlfil  ill  I  ilenilmlotili  (ntni  tbjit  ii«ri(Ml  tlown  to  tlir  tilti-i-iitli  emitiiry  hiu  not 
LiHtii  rtH-onU>il ;  auil  it  iN|iroluliltf  tliat  iiii  at'tiiol  ni.rt.n..itv  liwl  eKint<Nl  foi-  ai(i.<)i 
an  a|>|)ointiiivut.  Tlii>  onae,  howi'ViT,  aaNuliiiis  a  illlU-ivtit  i:liuia4:t«r  uitli 
n'i«|Mii;t  to  liionyaiiiB  White,  wlio  hail  Ihsjii  noniM-cnituil  iliiriii){  the  inuilinbeney 
nf  John  Wiilt'in,  arohMnlioii  of  lliihlin.  Thli*  latter  iin-hle  wan  iiitimi,  ami 
liecaino  liliiiil  alioiit  six  yean  Wfore  hi.  ivnisriu'il  tlni  archlnHhiiiirie  ;  ilurin;; 
whiuh  iirhoil  the  f>niiH;o|iAl  iliitics  hail  Imm-ii  ilikt-lmrffi'il  hv  a  uui|;libonhn^r  pre. 
late  ilf|Hit<sl  for  that  piir|HMe.  Thii  cinmnuitancu  lni^llt  have  alTortli.-<l  the 
niH)|ile  of  ()li>iiilatocliiHiin«  ^ruiinilfor  ri-)uon«tratiiig,  aniliiisiu'han  hyjiotheaii*. 
It  la  reanouahlu  to  lielieve  that  their  {irayer  waa  atten.Iisl  to,  and  that  a  biabiip 
hail  Iweu  phiect)  ever  them,  iiihjcut  ul  cuiino  tu  the  ArvhiepiNcoiMU  i«e  of 
Halilin. 

;  Ware'.  Aiiuali,  a.  USU. 
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hid  Ki««n  rin  to  »  lilifpition  lietween  Tlioniu  Dniilr,  bMhn|> 
of  Kilmorx,  ami  ('oriiinr,'  n'tcnnliiiK  llmt  •<•«,  liiiil  Ih^vii  cihi- 
•IkhviI  to  the  arl>itrntii>ii  i>(  (liu  IiUIi<>|m  of  Mcatli,  Cliiglipr,  ami 
Ardiiuli. 

VVliilo  till!  nrc'liliinhiip  Octavliin  linil  Imin  lima  oll'fotively 
rni|il<>,viMl,  Jaiiiea  KnitiiiK,  jirior  of  Kiliniiiiiliiiiii,  waa  crpatinK 
nnw  troulilt'*,  anil  liy  Ilia  iiinl-iiilnilniiitratinii,  hail  alinoat 
broii)>ht  that  ciili'hnitoil  mlnliliiilimcnl  to  ruin  *  .Siricp  tlia 
au|i|iriHiiin  of  tlio  KniK'ila  'IVnipluni,  lliin  riili  luul  lotvnaivs 
priory  wua  ki'cninin^  l•\^'ry  day  nmn>  unvli'aa  onil  lf«a  ri>a|Mict- 
iililc.  During  till-  limn  of  tin-  'IViniilara,  in  IHlii,  thu  tick 
ami  iiiHitn,  nn  wvll  an  lliv  triiti'lli-r  ami  tliti  atranger,  hail  frm 
anil  wi'icoiiiii  nilniitlant'u  \vitliin  ila  Kntva;  but  after  that 
|H-rioil  ila  hiM|iilHlity  wita  i'oni|mnilirolv  liinitvd,  while  the 
priora  anil  otlicr  anpcriora  cmlviivourvil  ny  gmntii,  iilicnationa, 
anil  ilivi'ra  illicit  ini'iina,  to  forwiinl  tlit'ir  own  aclHih  policy 
unil  peraonal  af;Kninili7.i'iiii'nl.  Jiinica  Kviitini;  ancceeilud 
air  Jamva  Talbot  na  prior,  in  14l>l  t  Scarc-vly  hail  Keating 
entercil  on  tliv  uiliiiinialrulion  of  Kilinainliani,  when  hi>  waa 
ari'ui;;iU'illii'forepurliuiiicntfi>riiL'Voralii)ii<K'nii'anor»,niiiluiming 
th«  ri'Ht  for  nn  utiiirk  on  nir  Uolicrt  Dunilnl,  ili-pniy  to  the 
loril  tri'iiaiirer  of  Iri'himl.  The  iirior,  liow ever,  founu  nivana 
of  obtaining  an  iu'<|iiilliil  frnni  tlivao  charpi-a;  but  hia  nntlc-a* 
apirit  Koon  bron^lit  liini  into  alill  (freator  ililKciiltiva.  In  U77, 
ho  asaiiint'il  iho  oiKro  of  iliiuf  frovurnor  of  the  rHHtli',  having 
tirat  iliupmiipiwi'il  Arclibulil  iho  liiwfnl  f;overnnr;  uml  nft«r 
iliniiiliHliin);  tin-  briil^u,  liu  ininii->liuti>ly  fnrtitit'il  the  castle 
with  nivn  iinil  iirnis  agalniit  llcnry  lonl  (iri'V,  then  deputy- 
lieutenant  of  Irelnml.}  .For  these  acts,  added  to  the  disposal 
of  jewels  and  otheK  |iroperty  beliin(»inp  to  the  hospital,  the 

iirior  Keatiiij;  was  de|MMeil  in  I4K2,  by  thu  ffniml  master  of 
iliodes,  while  Miirniadiike  Loinley,  ilesceniTed  of  a  noble 
Kn^lish  fiiiiiily,  was  appointed  to  succeed  hii)i.  As  soon  ai 
Keating  reieived  notice  that  his  rival  had  landed  at  Clontarf, 
he  re|uiire>l  thither  with  an  armed  fone,  took  l.omlcy  prisoner, 
unii  kept  him  in  close  conlineinent  until  he  conscniud  to  rcaigu 
the  Kcveral  innlrunienis  of  his  elcctiou  into  Keating's  hands, 
after  whiih  the  conminndery  of  I^uth  waa  assigned  to  him 
for  his  maintenance.  In  the  nienntiniu  an  account  of  these 
violent  proceedings  had  been  transmitted  to  the  king  and  also 
to  the  grand  master,  by  wliich  nuans  a  sonteneo  of  excommu- 
iiieation  was,  issued  against  the  prior.  This  cersurc  served 
onl^  to  enrage  him  the  more:  he  proceeded  to  Kilsaran;  had 

•  lijintr,  viit  jiii.  \i.  HO.         t  King,  p  69.        t  llanU'  Cullsct,  t.  4. 
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l.)iinley  iMiiinil  iti  I'liniim,  snil  mitwilli(l«nilin){  iliit  intprferpncr  ' 
uf  the  iirclilii>liii|i  Oi'tHviiin,  tliu  iiiifortiinutu  man  wu  ii){iiin 
CMl  into  |iri>i>ii,  wlii'nt  hu  liii((i>ri'<l  niul  (lim'il,  iiiiil  kt  lDii);tli 
•link  iiitii  •  iirciiintiiru  ^rnviv  'I'liiii  i-ar^ur  of  ■■riii'lty  tcriiii- 
nntod  at  li>nt;tli  in  tliu  iluuiifull  of  Kimliii;;  iiiiii»flf.  lUviiia 
lakon  a  iiroiiiiiii'irl  luirt  in  tlio  rxtrnvuf^unl  ncliviiiv  of  .Siiniisl, 
anil  llirrvliy  mMin;;  dinliiviilty  to  hn  ntliur  iitlviici-ii,  tliu  |iriiir 
Kvatinjt  wnii  not  only  rrlux'il  |mriloii,  but  vim,  nioraovnr, 
reiiioTvil  fmni  iIk^  (lovvrnonliip  of  lliu  ciuitli-  of  Diililin,  which 
hi<  hml  ii>ur|M.Ml  unil,  by  niiiinH  uf  liia  ixiwcrfnl  influence, 
continiivil  tn  cnjuy  for  ho  iiiiiny  ycara  Willi  a  aiiirit  unbonii- 
injt  to  Iho  la«t,  mill  iii'tliii){  iiiilliority  nlinoatut  ili'iiuncu.liu  kept 
fort'iblo  |H>iiHi'Haiiiii  of  llii!  hoa|iiliil  until  iho  year  lllfl,  when 
lie  WH»  at  lfii)!tli  i'ji'otuil,uriil  i-mliMl  liin  fuitioiiii  ami  tiirtiilent 
life  in  tlui  iiiint  abjrct  |N)vorty,  liuvini;  lint  ai'cii  Juinea  Wall 
iulialitnluil  in  Ilia  plai'u  na  prior  of  Kiliiiainliuni.*  Kiom  Ihu 
upiNiintniont  of  Jaiiu's  Wall  until  llit>  liiial  aupiirrwion  of  thia 
Hpli'iiilldimtiiblioliini'nt  ihi'ro  vivn  four  prion,  tliu  lattof  whom 
wan  Kir  Onwulil  Masitiii^lmril.  (Jiiili'r  hix  iiilinini.'ilriition,  tliu 
princflv^  poHHi'imioiia  of  the  pri4>ry  of  Kilniainhuni,  na  wuli  oa  of 
other  rliiii'itiihlu  fouiulationa  of  tliu  country,  Ixiuniu  a  |>r>'y  to 
Kliiuiiii'lh,ivliil<>  tlio  prior  Maabiiifilicnl  willnlrvw  privately  from 
Iho  kingdom,  and  ajioiit  the  rvinaindur  of  Ilia  dayi  in  oxilo.f 


CHAPTKR  U. 

8naaaaaun  nt  8t  Patrick-  RpiMoi^aJ  H«w«-'Kcligi<jua  Ki>iin«Utioiui  iif  ih« 
*  Kifl<^ulb  feuttiry. 

luMKnuTRLT  on  till  reaigiMtion  of  John  Colton,  trchbiahopof 

AniiH^h, 

Niciioi.Ai  Ki.itMiNo,  a  secular  pricat,  wna,  by  provision  of 
popo  lJ<niifac«  I X, advanced  to  llie  inelropolilan  lec,  and  wiia 
cnniieoratcd  in  May,  141)4.  When  the  prelates  of  the  church 
had  Iwen  auinnumod  to  the  council  of  (.'onHtanco  in  141.^, 
Nicliola.i  (lepiited  liia  proctor,  William  I'urcell,  to  nuiat  on  thia 
occoaiou,  while,  at  the  aanie  tiiiio,  'riioinai  Ualiop  of  Usaory 
had,  on  liia  part,  coiifcrre<l  similar  |><>wurB  on  the  samo  dc]iuty.t 
Niclioloa  dieil  in  the  following  year,  and  waa  aucceuded  by 

■  U'kiiil.  vnt  ii.  |,  an.  t  Kinj;.  |>  It ,  Wara'n  AuoaU,  t.  IU7. 
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Joim  Swtr»,  rcclor''nf  Oiillriiii  in  Memli,  «nj  mrupcrnlml 
nt  ItniiiK  ill  hVliriiurv,  HIT  DiiriiiK  the  iiii'iiinlH-nc^  of  tliit  ' 
|iruliiti>,  lliu  I'linlnivcnyVfiinrliiiK  tlii>  iiialrnpnlilun  ri^liU  WH 
rctii'vvL'il,  fnr  wliicli  rffinon  n  prnviiiciiil  iviioit  Inul  lH*t*n 
voiivi'iii'il  ut  Drii^'lit'ilii,  rnrlv  in  OiIhIxt,  t  IzT*  'J'Iiu  truim- 
■cliniiii  iif  tliin  iivnnil  hill  iiciii't'i'lv  li'riiiinuteil,  »h<'n  th<' 
|iriniiilu,  Jiihn  SwKvn,  wiiit  fiirninlu'il  uilh  h  |H-ri'iii|itiiry  writ, 
ili'in^ii  liiift  Ilia  iitli'iiiliinci*  iil  ii  iinrllinivnt  li>  hv  iirlil  on  thi> 
fi>llii«iiiir  ■liMiuiirv  in  l>ul>iliit  Tin.*  |iriiniit(>,  hoHoriT,  nnlt'il 
liiii  |>li'ii  for  non  Hltvniliiiici'  on  th><  /;riMinili  tliiit  hn  liiicj  Ut>n 
|>ri.'Vi'nttMl  hy  the  rli'r^'v  of  DiiMin  fnini  cnti'riii;;  thv  cilv  in 
■  iniinMi'rcon'<i«li'iit  nitli  lli«  |irivll(-);i'n  of  |iriniulliil«utlioritv.t 
In  liin  inninli'nnnui'  of  ollivr  riftht*  ciijoveil  at  tliiit  |)i'ri<Ki  Ly 
till'  I'linri'h  of  Arnmi;h,  tlii^  iiivluli<  htnl  ifew  moru  nuccvufui, 
mill  pnrlii'ulnrlv  in  that  juriilirul  iliiiin  which, «a  an  lioriut,  tliu 
|iriiiiuti'  will  iilfowi'il  to  |HiiiHt'n«  oviT  tli»  |>riii('ipiil  gouiU  of  u 
(d'ciMacil  Hiill'ruKiin,  Tliia  |iru|>i'rty  livi'aiiii',  in  lupau  of  tiini', 
•impliliiMl ;  it  wiu  HnpjHMtvl  to  coiiMH  of  the  U-st  ImrM,  cii|>, 
nn<l  rio);  l>uli>n);iiif;  to  the  ili'reifu'il  prclutc,  ami  wan  rt't(ularly 
I'luinuiil  liy  the  arihliiahnii  of  Arinn};li  uiiiK-r  very  levoio 
pt'naltioa§  The  priiniitu,  Joliii  Swuyn,  huvinj{  );ovt'riicMl  the 
SCO  fur  iiioru  than  twonly-ono  yi'arn,  rcaigni-il  in  I  I3lt,  nnil 
niia  biirii'il  anon  nfter  in  ^^t.  IVlcr'a  Cliuroli,  Dro^hixla,  within 
till*  Niiu-tiinry  of  u  i'li;ipe'l  wliit'h  ho  hiniaclf  hiid  fouiiJcd  andi 
(U'lliciilcil  to  St.  Anni'. 

Ilia  ininK'iliiito  aiiccesnora  in  llici  motropolitun  ace  wi-rr, 
Jnnx  I'kknk,  John  .Mky,  nml  John  Kolk.  U|Kin  thu  lU-ntli 
of  the  priniuti- ■liilin  iloli',  in  HVliruiiry,  II7U,  Joiik  FuX^M-, 
u  I'Viinci'icuii,  niia  ailvuncoij  to  the  avu  liy  .Sixliia  IV.     Tliit 

Iiri-liitc,  hinvovcr,  ilieil  in  Kn^laml,  during;  thu  accoml  year  of 
lia  conaeornlion,  ami  luul  for  s>U'ct.'a»>r  Kiimi:nd  (Jdhjixb-* 
ii:,Biilia  Ahoiit  this  |H'rinil,  OeljiviaK  ilu  I'uhitio,  a  Florcntini') 
unil  a  firoat  fuvmiritu  with  Sixtii*  IV.,  Imil  bven  coininiaaimii'il 
to  repair  to  Ireland.  In  the  rei;i»lry  of  Arinngh,  may  !»« 
»ern  a  iiroviaional  epLstlo,  by  which  Octuvian  wua  constituted 
"  Nniicio  of  the  Aiiostolic  See,  ami  (Jovurnor  of  the  Church 
of  Arninjfli,  both  in  apirituala  and  tenijiorala  "I  Thia  office 
waa  continued  until  the  vcar  I  (70,  when  Kdinund  resigned,  and 
()cT»viAN  UK  I'alatio  (\>y  provinion  of  Sixtus  IV.)  auccceded 
to  the  Bco.  Thia  prciaiu  cviiiccil  nn  unreniitteil  tirinnesa  in 
the  defence  of  those  primatial  rif^hta  for  which  hia  prcilecc^- 
BOD  had  au  atrenuuualy  contAinded.    On  thia  aubject  Dowlin^;, 

•  ll<-gitt<r,  Swiin,  torn.  i.  p.  .172.  t  Iil.  I".  .Wl  J  Id  p.  ai-.'. 

I  lt<'i(iHt.  Kwtiii,  turn  i.  |i.  ittl.  I  Id.  lol  «. 
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in  liU  AnnHU  (I'liM),  Iim  rei-orilf<l  n  i-iua  which  wh  tlu'ii 
|M)ii>liiiK  Iwlwvuii  NIlIkiIiiii  Mujiiiri',  lii>hii|>  of  I^nKhlin,  ami 
Ilia  cliu|ili>r  iif  Unit  nithoilru^  "  i'lin  cliii|>(er  ii|i|h.>iiIviI  Io 
iha  lii<'lrci|iiililuii  I'ciiixjsicirv  of  Diililini  liiit  not  iiiiH'tin)( 
i^'jiffi  Iho  u|>|H'nl   wiM   IJK'ii  uilvHnci'il  by  ijiu  vli.'i|it)-r  to  tliii 

firiiiiiiiiul  I'lmrt  Ht  Uro;;hi'<IJ|Vlii'n  Ot'tuviun  of  AriiiiiKl<<  l»'ar- 
n^  lliu  iirodf^,  iiihiliiu-il  ll^  liUlion  from  uUein|itiii;{  niivtliinu 
to  tli«  |ii'i'jii<lii'i>  of  iIk'  cliiilyilulriljillion  of  tliu  miiil  viilnuilitT, 
Hnil olli'il  ihe |>iirtli>ii to  luH iliiiiiiTrv, ni'iir  Drogiimla."  Aftii'tliia 
|K!riiKl,  thi<  cnnliiivrrnv  on  tlji>  miliji'ct  of  tlicao  rixlils  u|>|>i>urit 
to  linvi'  Ih'I'M  nliniMloneil  liy  lioili  |uirtii>ii,  until  it  liiiil  iH'i'n  iiiuiit 
iiiiiK'ci'AMirilv  ri'vivL'U 'iniiliT  tli«  mlitiinialrullon  of  Kiclmrit 
'rulluit,  iiriJiliiiilio|i  of  Diililin,  in  tliu  nuvviitccnth  ct'iitury. 
Oc-tiiviiin,  ihirlii^'  Ilia  iiK'ninUiicy,  lm<l  coiivi'iivil  nix  |iroviiiciiil 
■ynodx;  III!  wtiH  tliii'ty-thruu  yciin  iirvliliixliop  of  Aniingh,  unit 
(licil  ut  un  uilvanccil  u^c  in  Juno  lAlll.  lliu  ri'iiiiiinii  ncre  iii- 
tvrrt'il  Willi  Kii'iit  nolL'iiiiiily  in  tlio  uhurcli  of  Si  IVlcr  iit 
'  Dro^lii-ilu,  uiiil  ill  It  tomb  which  hu  biiiuulf  had  cuiiH-d  tu  bv 
crri-'tt'd,  ' 

Owiii^  to  that  want  of  unanimity  which  a  foudul  •lato  of 
aocic'ty  in  huro  to  cii)(i'iitler,  tliu  iiillii<!iic«  once  fiijoyud  by  lliu  ' 
capituliir  I'luctiomi,  up|joarn  to  liuvu  buuii '  alioiit  tliia  iwriod 
ni|iidly  on  the  doclitio.  Tliu  iiolicy^if  Iho  I'ivil  power  in  pro- 
loii;{int{  iliocviiun  viicancieii,  and  oflunliiiieii  a  decree  of  ruuiisa-* 
IH'M  on  lliK  part  of  the  tuccoaful  candidutcii,  contributed  aUo 
to  uixrcrminu  till-  nyiitc'iii:  on  ull  tlienv  uccnuionn  the  |iop<>,  by 
tliu  pli'niluiiu  of  Ilia  puivcr,  inlcrfui-cd  iknd  provided  f^r  tliu 
■I'O.  Out  of  iltirty-tno  cpiscopid  proniiitionii  which  had,  in  thu 
fiftcenlh  ci'iiliiry,  liikcii  pliico  in  Lciiialcr  aloim,  not  Icaa  than 
thirty  hiid  liii'ii  ill'i'clcil  ii^'rccably  to  thia  mode;  ut  the  aamo 
tiiiio  it  ia  worthy  of  remark,  that  ever  aiiicu  the  conlentiona 
between  the  ciillioilriila  of  St.  I'ulrick  and  t'liriat  (Church,  the 
■rchbiaho|i9  of  Dublin  had  Ix'cii  almost  invariably  a|ipointeil 
by  iirovision  of  the  iloiy  See.' 

VVliile  thu  cuuiioH  already  noticed  had  tended  to  diniiniahtho 
indepundeni'o  of  the  deuii  iiiid  chuplur,  there  wcr^  rvaaona  of 
■"distinct  claaa  which  ojiunilud  in  |ieri>etnatinf;  the  ayatem  of 
dioceaoii  unioiia.     In  thu  century,  two  of  these  uniona  have  to 

*  'rhn  anhl>iMhit|Mi  hIk,  jtrvfliitttl  uvtT  tbf  nifitrn|M>litftn  lefl  of  Diililin  Jiiring 
%hm  fift««iitli  ct'iitury  wen-— IliiUAkli  Talhot,  cuiuecratotL  iu  1417  ;  Mlriusi. 
TKEDeiiv.  a  liativti  uf  ('»riiwa]|,  iiuil  t:lia|ilaiii  tii  lltriiry  VI.,  ceiiMjcrmtc)  in 
I44II;  JuilN  \tAl/niN,  itl'tHitnf  Oitiey,  cnnM-crateil  in  147:?-  thin  (iruUtt- liavinK 
Int'ii  l>liii,i  fitr  HiK  yean,,  n-«igiie<l  in  .May,  14(*4  ;  WALTm  KlTWl>i(»f*.s,  elianter 
of  St  I'alrii'k'H,  uilv»iie«il  t<>  thu  m-o  Ijy  iiroTiaion  of  |kh>«  Nixtiia  IV  anil 
riinMCRitnl  1,11  till'  >2IHIi  i>f  SriiUnibiir,  14)14  ;  lie  ilini  at  Killglaaa,  in  May, 
l.'ill.  aiiil  »«»  kiirii,!  in  St  l'atrick'«  t'atluHlral. 
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be  rvcordcd,  namely,  llmt  of  Cork  and  Clnyne,  which  occnrred 
in  1430,  and  thatuf  Down  and  Connor,  in  144;!.  The  grounds, 
on  which  the  union  of  tiik  bkeb  of  Cork  and  Clotnk  had 
been  cftbcted,  were,  in  many  resiwcts,  similar  to  those  already 
contained  in  the  bull  rcliitive  to  the  ainiexation  of  Liamore  to 
Waterford.  A  coni|>arntiveeatimtttoof  the  |>opulation  and  the 
poverty  of  tlie  sees,  were  the  principles  on  which  the  advocate! 
of  these  unions  almost  invariably  proceeded,  while  in  most 
cases  the  influence  of  the  lord  deputy,  and  sometimes  that  of 
the  king  himself,  had  been  ingeniously  employed  in  procuring 
the  confinnation  which  the  canons  indis|iensably  required  on 
these  occasions.  The  union  of  the  sees  of  Cork  and  Cl(yrne 
had  been  contcm|)latod  by  AiUini  Pay,  from  the  time  of'^his 
promotion  to  the  hitter  diocese,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
Kftoenth  century:  Sutton,  lord  deputy,  liad,  soon  alter  the 
|>arlianientary  dissolution  of  1421,  o|iemy  declared  himself  an 
advocate  for  the  measure,  so  that  in  less  than  twelve  months 
it  WHS  Kually  decided  in  Kome,  that  on  the  decease  of  cither  of 
the  present  incuinbenti,  the  two  sees  should  be  canonically 
united.  The  death  of  Allies  Kitz-John,  bi.thop  of  Cork,  and  of 
A<!am  I'ay,  bishop  of  Cloyno,  occurred  in  the  same  year;  while 
Jordan,  clianccllor  of  Limerick,  having  been  at  the  same  time 
promoted  to  Cloyne,  these  two  aces  were  accordingly  united, 
under  Martin  V'.* 

TuE  UNION  OF  THK  BKE8  OF  DowN  AND  CoNNOB  was  effected 
under  Kugone  IV.,  in  1442.  Jidin  Cely,  n  Ileneilictine,  had 
been  consecrated  bishop  of  Down  in  1413,  but  some  charges 
of  imumrality  havhij;  been  advanced  against  him,  he  was 
de|)08eil  by  the  primate  John  Prene,  in  1441,  while  cer- 
tain documents  explanatory  of  the  whole  process  were  at  the 
same  time  transmitted  to  Kome.f  These  p:ipcrs  had  been 
accompanied  by  a  memorial  from  the  prinniie,  in  which  he 
recnminendc<l  William  I)as..iet,  also  a  Benedictine,  to  the  notice 
of  thu  Holy  See,  and  expressed  n  hope  that  he  might  be  pro- 
moted to  the  diocese  of  Down,  then  vacant  by  the  deprivation 
of  the  late  incumbent.  In  this  transaction,  however,  the  in- 
terference of  the  primate  proved  unsuccessful, — the  pope 
having,  at  the  suggestion  of  Henry  VI.,  already  detcrmmed 
on  the  union  of  that  diocese  with  the  see  of  Connor.  In  fact 
Vwtli  Cely  and  John  bishop  of  Connor,  had  contemplated  an 
union  of  these  sees  for  some  time  before  the  sentence  of  de- 
|)ositioii  had  boon  executed  against  the  former  prelate;  but 
they    mot   witli    violent  opposition    from  the   archbishop  of 

■•  Warv'fc  Jlishnp.  t  l*reM>  Itegutry,  p.  10l>. 
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Armngli,  both  at  Rome  and  in  the  court  uf  England.  It  was 
on  tliU  occasion  tlint  the  primate  John  Preno  had  opened  a 
corres)Hindi'neo  with  Jolin  StiilVord,  bishop  of  Kath  and  Wells 
and  at  that  time  chancellor  of  England,  in  which  he  assured 
liini,  "  that  the  union  contemplated  bv  the  bisliono  of  Down 
and  Connor,  would  atliird  the  king's  Iriiili  enemies  an  over- 
whelming power  in  that  piirt  of  the  country,  and  prove  at 
length  an  incalculublo  injury  to  England."*  The  influence  of 
the  chancellor  was  as  fruitless  in  the  Engliah  court  as  that  of 
thu  primate  had  been  at  Komc.  Henry  had  alreaily,  by  letters 
patent,  approved  of  this  union ;  and  it  was  agreed  that  when 
one  of  the  sees  became  vacant,  the  two  should  become  perma- 
nently united.  This  was  acconlingly  eft'ected  under  Eugene 
JV.,  and  in  1442,  the  two  sees  thus  united  were  placed  under 
the  administration  of  John  bishop  of  Connor.  The  primate, 
nevertheless,  caused  a  preparatory  citation  to  bo  served  on  John 
and  also  on  William  ^tuwley,  prior  of  Down,  and  on  the  chapter, 
commanding  them  to  appear  before  him  and  exhibit  the  canoni- 
cal documents;  but  John  Raving  in  the  meantime  appealed  to 
the  Apo.s,tolic  See,  was  ultimately  successful,  and  continued  to 
govern  the  united  dioceses  of  Uonn  and  Connor  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  the  commencement  of  the  year  H.^l.f 
"•  In  presenting  u  detail  of  the  several  convents  which  derive 
their  foundatiim  from  the  fifteenth  century,  we  shall  briefly 
pui'siie  the  system  which  luks  been  hitherto  observed,  and  coin- 
nieiice  with  the  , 

COXVENTS  OF  THE  DOMIN'U.'AN  ORDER. 

Tbr  cos  vent  of  I^oKGPonn  was  founded  in  the  year  1400, 
for  Uoniiiiicans,  by  O'Eerrall,  prince  of  Ahnaly.J  This  house 
had  been  celebrated  for  the  number  of  ite  learned  men, 
three  of  whom,  Connor,  Diariiied,  and  Henry  Duffe  M'Fe- 
chchan,  became  victims  to  the  general  plague  which  raged 
throughout  Ireland  in  1448.  During  the  sixteenth  century, 
eight  town-lands,  situated   in  the  county  of  Loiiford,  being 

1>arcel  of  the  |iosse8siiins,  were  grunted  for  ever,  in  caiiite,  to 
iichard  Nugent;  while  in  lf)15,  James  I.  made  over  tlie  con- 
vent to  Francis  lord  Valenti8.§ 

Thk  cosvknt  of  Pobtumnu,  in  the  baroi\y  of  Longford, 
county  of  Gulway,  bclonge<l  originally  to  the  Cistercian 
monks  of  Dunbrody  in  the  county  of  Wexfinl.  It  was  after- 
wards consigned  to  O'Madden,  dynast  of   that  countryu  and 

*  Prem-'ii  Rp^i»try,  p  l*2fi.        t  Prwitl.  of  Arnin^li,  in  Manh's  Lib.  p.  55. 
■    •  iUU.  lic«i.  |.  3(r.'.  i  U><\ge,  vol.  iL 
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f>rnnteil  by  him  to  tliu  Dominicnns.     In  tlio  3ritli  uf   Henry 
.VIII.,  it  DPcamo  iiivolvcjl  in  the  pciicral  confiscation, 

TiiK  COMVKNT  OF  .ToMDKoi.A,  in  till)  barony  Itallynaiiincli, 
county  of  (inlwaVi  waH  ti>iin(l<Ml  for  Dominican!)  in  1427,  by 
tlio  O'Flaliurtys,  dynasts  of  Kir  Conaiiiilit.  Wliilo  tlie  work 
of  destruction  liad  been  inakiii};  its  way  in  tlio  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth, this  beautiful  convent  was  iloniolisheil,  ami  even  the 
stones  of  the  church  ami  the  marble  imrcment  of  the  sanc- 
tuary wore  employeil  in  buildiiij^  a  fortreis  in  the  nci,!;libour- 
I14101I. 

Tub  convent  of  Uhlark,  in  the  barony  of  Costcllo,  county 
of  Mayo,  (leriveil  its  fonndatlou  from  the  family  of  Nangic, 
in  the  year  14:10.  Uriare  liati  been  always  set  apart  as  a 
{jeneral  novitiate  for  the  proviiue.  An  ini|uisilion  was  liehl 
under  James  I.,  in  ll!|0,  when  this  conveivt,  with  thirty-six 
acres  of  land  in  the  barony  of  U:illvlmwes,  was  granted  to 
lord  Dillon." 

TiiK  coKVRNT  oy  Tur.sK,  in  tho  barony  of  Iloscommon,  was 
erected  by  I'helim  CIcary  O'Conor,  in  ii'M).  In  the  33rd  of 
lilizabetli,  two  quarters  of  lan'l,  with  the  titlies,  were  in  the 
imssession  of  the  mayor  and  bailiffs  of  Galway.t 

TiiK  coNVKNT  OF  KwnisHiKii.,  ill  the  barony  of  the  same 
ninic,  count V  of  Muvo,  was  founded  by  Richard  do  Bourke, 
lord  M'Willfam  Oiii;liter,  in  1480.  At  the  suppression  it  was 
given  to  Nicholas  Weston, by  whom  it  was  soou  After  assigned 
to  Theobald  viscount  Costillogallen4 

Thb  CONVKNT  OF  Glokmkagiian,  in  the  barony  of  Corran, 
county  yf  Sligo,  was  founded  in  1488,  by  Lugene  Mac- 
Donongh ;  during  the  confiscations  of  KliKibcth  it  was  granted 
to  Richard  Kin<lelinch.§ 

TnK  conVknt  of  Galwav  had  licen  originally  tho  nunnery 
of  St.  Mary  of  the  Ilill,  ami  was  daughter  to  that  of  the  Holy 
Trinity  of  the  I'remonstnitenses  of  Tuam.  It  continued  for 
some  time  in  tho  [loasession  of  the  secular  clergy  until  pope 
Innocent  V'lII.,  at  the  rel]uest  of  the  inhabitants,  and  by  a 
bull  dated  tho  4th  of  December,  1488,  made  a  gratit  of  it  to 
the  Dominicans.  This  convent  has  been  justly  celebrated  for 
its  learned  pr'ofessors;  among  whom  may  be  noticed  Peter 
French,  author  of  rtio  "  Exposition  of  the  (^iristian  Faith,"  and 
Dominick  Lynch,  wlio  in  1(574  became  a  distinguished  teacher 
of  moral  and  natural  philosophy.  The  convent  of  Galway 
continued  to  flourish  until  the  year  1652,  when  it  was  totally 
demolished  by  the    towns-people,  lest  it  might  fall  into  the 

*  Harris'  Tatk     ?  Chief  Risinaililirslicer..    J  Karris'  Tali.     J  King,  p.  91, 
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lianda  of  Cromwell  and  be  converted  into  a  fortresf  agaiiiftt 
tlicmaolvei.* 

Thk  cohtrht  of  TiioMAaTOWN,  in  tho  l)nrony  of  Gowran, 
county  of  Kiikciiny.wns  fonndcd  about  tho  close  of  the  Hfteeiith 
century.  The  iiauie  of  the  founder  has  not,  IioWevfr,  been 
ascortnined.    It  was  Bupprt'ssed  in  the  35th  of  Henry  VIII. 

Tnii  CDNVKNT  OK  OoLA,  a'ljoiiiiuf;  Louj»li-Erne,  iu  the 
county  of  Furnianiij;li,  hud  for  its  founder  M'Manua,  dynast 
of  that  territory.  In  the  ncc  of  confi<eation  and  ruins,  under 
Henry  V'lll.  and  ICIizabctb,  the  convent  of  Gola  was  levelleil 
\o  the  ground,  while  its  ixMoessiong  were  conCsuated  to  the 
crown.  

CONVKNTS  OP  THE  FRANCISCAN  ORDER. 

TiiK  coNvp.NT  0)'  KiLcoNNKLi.,  in  a  barony  of  <the  same  name, 
county  of  (ialway,  derived  its  foundation  from  the  family  of 
O'Kelly,  about  the  year  14(K).  Tho  relbrmation  of  the  Ob.fcr- 
vants  was  received  in  this  convent  in  14C0.  In  the  Bi.\teonth 
century  this  convent  was  granted  to  Charles  Calthorj^.t 

The"  convknt  of  Tiiacinklino,  in  the  county  of  Leitrim, 
was  erected  by  William  O'Kcil^  in  1414,  and  in  14t!0  was 
pninted  to  the  Strict  Observants.}  During  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  it  was  confiscated  to  the  crown. 

Thk  convknt  of  Askkaton,  in  the  barony  of  Conillo, 
county  of  Liuicrick,  was  founded  by  James,  earl  of  Desmond, 
in  year  the  1420,  for  Conventual  Franciscans.  The  Strict 
Observants  were  placed  here  In  14U0;  while  iu  l.')t)4,  during 
the  fury  of  the  storm  under  Klizabeth,  a  provincial  cliapter 
was  held  in  the  convent  of  Askeaton  §  It  was  sonn  after  snp- 
I)re8sed,  and  iu  few  years  became  numbered  among  tho  ruins 
of  the  country. 

TiiK  CONVKNT  OF  Irhf.lagii  (Jlucruss),  in  the  barony  of 
Maguniliy,  county  of  Kerry,  .was  foumled  for  Conventual 
Franciscans,  by  Donald  M'Carty,  in  the  year  1440;  since  that 
period,  this  convent  has  become  the  general  cemetery  of  the 
M'Cal'tV  family.  It  was  rebuilt  by  the  Catholics  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  reign  of  James  I ,  but  owing  to  the  intolerance  of 
that  monarch,  it  soon  became  a  heap  of  ruins.  In  the  37tli  of 
Elizabeth,  a  grant  was  made  of  this  convent,  together  with  the 
abbey  of  Innisfallen,  to  Robert  Collan,  to  hold  the  same  for 
over,  by  fealty,  at  a  trifling  yearly  rent.J 

•  Hil>.  DtiminicAiu,  p.  .'tM.      t  HirriB'  Tftb.       i  AVotMiug,  torn.  vi. 
S  Wuro'.  .M.  JIS.  i;  Awl.  (iin. 


380  EcrLuiASTicAi.  ui«tort  or  miiAKn 

TiiK  eosvKNT  OP  Elphin,  in  tlio  county  of  Roscommon, 
derived  its  foundation  from  St.  Asions,  and  in  process  of  time 
became  n  parish  church.  It  was  at  length,  in  I-IAO,  conceded 
to  the  Conventual  Franciscans.  At  the  time  of  the  general 
suppression,  a  grant  was  made  of  thii  convent  to  Terence 
OHirnc." 

Thk  convent  of  EsNiscoBTiir,  in  tjie  barony  of  Scare- 
walshe,  county  of  We.xford,  was  founded  by  Donald  Cavenagh, 
for  Franciscans  of  the  Strict  Observance,  a.d.  1460.  This  con- 
vent continued  to  flourish  until  the  Slst  of  Henry  VIII.,  when 
an  inquisition  was  held,  and  in  the  87th  of  Elizabeth,  it  was 
granted,  together  with  the  manor  of  Enniscorthy,  to  Sir  Henry 
Wallop,  to  hold  by  knight's  service,  at  the  annual  rent  of  £10 
Ids.  4(1,  Irish.t 

TuE  cuNVKNT  OP  IUntby,  in  a  barony  of  the  same  name, 
county  of  Cork,  was  erected  for  Conventual  Franciscans,  by 
Dermot  O'SnIlivan  Bearc,  in  1460.  In  the  sixteenth  century, 
this  beautiful  convent  became  a  mass  of  ruins. 

Thk  convent  of  Motne,  in  the  Imrony  of  Tirawley,  county 
of  JIayo,  was  fnundeil  for  Franciscans  of  the  Strict  Observ- 
ance, by  M'VVilliam  Hourk,  a.d,  1460.  Provincial  chapters' 
had  been  held  here  in  the  years  1464,  1498,  1512,  1541,  and 
1550.  In  the  37th  of  Elizabeth,  a  grant  was  made  of  the  con- 
vent of  Moyno  to  Edmund  Iturrett,  to  hold  the  sumo  for  ever, 
by  fealty,  at  the  annual  rent  of  58.^ 

The  convent  of  New  Abbey,  on  the  river  Liffey,  and  near 

*  Kilcullen-bridge,  county  of  Kildare,  was  founded  in  the  year 

1460,  by  Sir  Roland  Eustace,  for  Franciscans  of  the  Strict 

Observance.     In  1 582,  a  lease  of  this  abbey  was  granted  to 

Edmund  Spencer  at  the  yearly  rent  of  f  3  Irisli.§ 

The  convent  of  Imsuibcsn,  an  island  in  the  county  of 
Cork,  between  Cape  Clear  and  the  mainland,  had  for  its 
founder  Florence  O'Driscol,  and  was  given  to  the  Strict  ' 
Observants  in  1460.  The  citizens  of  Waterford,  having  in 
1537  made  a  descent  on  this  island,  the  convent,  as  well  as 
the  fortress  and  villages,  fell  into  their  hands,  and  were  levelled 
to  the  ground.ll 

The  convent  of  Adaibe,  in  the  barony  of  Kennery,  county 
of  Limerick,  was  founded  by  Thomas  earl  of  Kildare,  and 
•loan  his  wife,  daughter  of  James  carl  of  Uesmond,  a.d.  1465. 
This  extensive  and  splendid  convent,  flourished  until  the  37th 
of  Elizabeth,  when  it  was  granted,  together  with  the  posses- 
sions of  the  Trinitarian,  Dominican,  and  Augustinian  convents 

•  Harrii' T»K       t  Am'- G'"-      *  !'••       $ 'i       «  Smith,  vol.  i.ji.  t4t. 
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in  Allaire,  to  Sir  Henry  Wallop,  for  over,  in  free  and  common 
soccaf^c,  at  the  annual  rent  uf  £i6  17s.  8ii.' 

Tub  cumvknt  of  Athenry,  in  a  barony  of  the  same  name, 
county  of  Galwav,  liad  for  its  founder  Thomas  carl  of  Kil- 
dare,  in  14U4,  At  the  suftprossion  it  waa  confiscated  to  the 
crown. 

TiiK  coNVKKT  OF  MoNAOHAN  was  founded  on  tlie  site  of  tho 
ancient  abbey  of  St.  Moeldod,  in  141)5,  by  Phclim  Mac- 
Mahouiie,  for  Conventual  KninciAcans.  It  wa»  granted  at 
tho  suppression  to  Edward  Withe  t 

Tnx  coNVKNT  pF  LisLAGiiTiN,  in  the  barony  of  Iraghti- 
connor,  counlllk  of  Kerry,  was  erected  in  1465,  uy  Conchovar 
(O'Coinior),  jiriuce  of  Kerry,  for  Strict  Observants.  A  grant 
was  niadu  of  this  convent  to  Sir  Edward  Denny.} 

TuK  cosvKNT  OF  KiLCRKA,  in  the  barony  of  Mnskerry, 
county  of  Cork,  was  founded  by  Corinac  M'Cartliy,  prince 
of  Desmond,  in  the  year  1465.  The  founder  ami  Tlionias 
OMIerlihy,  bishop  of  Uoss,  were  interred  within  the  choir  uf 
this  convent.  On  the  accession  of  James  I.,  tho  Catholics, 
confident  that  the  storm  hud  blown  over,  untlertook  to  repair 
the  abbey  of  Kilerea.  They  soon,  however,  found  themselves 
/  disappointed.  James,  if  possible,  sur^iiissed  his  predecessors  in 
intolerance;  while  this  splenilid  convent  became  a  prey  to 
the  fury  of  the  times,  and  in  its  very  ruins  affords  an  awful 
but  splendi>l  exemplification  of  the  architectural  grandeur  and 
religious  spirit  of  ancient  days.  Tho  abbey  of  Kilerea  was 
first  granted  to  lonl  Muskerry  but  in  ltJ5U  it  was  taken  by 
Cromwell,  unci  soon  after  transferred  to  bis  favourite  lord 
Broghill.§ 

Thk  convent  OF  DoNEGAU.  wos  founded  for  Strict  Obscr- 
vRnls  in  tht'  year  1474,  by  Odo  Roe,  prince  of  Tyrconnell. 
MtaJifetlleneluus  M'Carmacan,  bishop  of  Knphoe,  and  lioderic  O'Don- 
nell  were  interred  here  in  the  sixteenth  century.  The  convent 
of  Donegall  had  the  best  selected  library  of  any  in  the  king-' 
dom;  but  in  die  35tli  of  Henry  VIII.,  it  became  a  prey  to  the 
rapacity  of  the  tim6s.  The  Annals  of  the  Four  Masters  had 
been  compileil  in  thi.s  convent.| 

Thk  cosvknt  of  Uoscrka,  in  the  barony  of  Ikerrin,  connty 
of  Tipiwrary,  was  founded  by  Mulruany  O'Cairol,  ad.  1490. 
By  an  inquisition  taken  in  15C8,  it  was  granted  to  Thomas 
earl  of  Orinond.^  - 

TuK  coNVKNT  OF  RossBBELLT,  in  tlie  borony  of  Claie,  connty 

•  AuiL-O™.  t  Harris'  T«li.  t  Aud..Oon. 
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of  Galway,  was  erected  l>v  hird  Granard,  for  Strict  Observant*, 
in  1498.  A  cJKiptcr  was  licid  herein  lAOU.  At  the  suppres- 
aion,  it  was  eonsij,'ni'd  to  the  earl  of  Olanricard.* 

TiiK  coNVKNT  OF  IluNAMARor,  in  the  ciinntv  of  Antrim,  was 
erected  for  Fianciscuns  of  tlio  third  order,  by  tlie  family  of 
M'Donneil,  in  lit>8.  A  grant  was  made  of  it  to  the  same 
fnmlly. 

Thk  convknt  of  Dunoannok,  in  the  county  of  Tyrone,  was 
erected  for  Franciscans  <if  tlic  third  order  by  Con  O'Neal, 
in  14!)!).  It  was  conceded  to  the  carl  of  Westmeath,  who 
assigned  it  to  sir  Arthur  Chichester.^ 


CONVENTS  OP  THE  AUOUSTINIAN  ORDER. 

Thk  convent  of  Doriscarra,  in  the  county  of  Mayo, 
bk-'longed  originally  to  the  Carmelites,  but  in  1412  was  ceded 
to  the  Aujjustinians  by  poiie.Fohn  XXIi.  At  the  suppression, 
the  pr'  |)crty  attached  to  tliis  convent,  and  valued  at  13s.  4d., 
was  riiiifiscated  to  the  crown.} 

Thk  convknt  of  Hk.\nada,  in  the  barony  of  Leyney,  county 
of  Sligo,  was  founded  in  14'.'3,  by  means  of  a  member  of  the 
order,  named  Charles.  By  an  inquisition  taken  in  the  11th 
of  James  I.,  the  possessions  consisting  of  half  the  quarter  of 
Knockglnsso,  became  merged  in  the  general  conK3cation.§ 

Tub  convent  of  Uiin.mork,  in  a  barony  of  the  sanio  name^ 
county  of  Galway,  was  erected  by  Walter  do  Berminghaiu,  in 
the  year  1425.U  During  the  si.xtecnth  century,  this  convent 
«vas  com))lctely  levelled  to  the  ground. 

The  convent  of  Ardnarv,  in  the  barony  Tyreragli,  county 
of  Sligo,  was  erected  about  the  year  1427,  but  the  name  of 
the  founder  has  not  been  mentioned.^  It  was  suppressed  in 
the  36th  of  Henry  VIII. 

The  convent  of  Naas,  in  a  barony  of  the  same  name, 
county  of  Kildare,  was  founded  in  the  year  1484.  The  name 
of  the  founder  has  not,  however,  been  ascertained.  By  an 
inquisition,  taken  in  the  26tli  of  Elizabeth,  this  convent,  with 
12U  acres  of  land  in  Goingerstown,  and  in  the  mrisli  of  Naas, 
parcel  of  its  possessions,  was  granted  to  Nicholas  Aylmer,  for 
a  term  of  fifty  years.  ** 

The  convent  of  Mobisk,  in  the  county  of  Mayo,  owed  its 
foundation  to  the  O'Malleys,  lords  of  that  country,  about  tlie 

•  Aiul.-flen.        t  Ware'g  Mon.  J:  King,  p.  ISIi.        §  M.  p.  122.. 
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clow  of  the  (ifteoiitli  century.  In  the  33rd  (>f  James  I.,  tliis 
convent,  with  a  ijunrtcr  of  land  adjacent  thereto,  was  con- 
fiscatcil  to  the  crown.* 

Thk  ccnvknt  o»  Callak,  in  the  barony  of  Kclls,  county  of 
Kilkenny,  liad  for  its  founder  James  enrl  of  Orniond,  about 
the  year  1487.  The  last  prior  was  William  0'Fii(;arty.  On 
the  13tli  of  December,  1557,  this  convent,  with  four  acres  in 
Callan,  three  f^urtlens,  and  three  mcsauages,  together  with  tlio 
abbey  of  Atliassel,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  was  grunted 
for  ever  to  Thomas  earl  of  Ornioml.t 


coNVEarrs  of  the  cahmelite  obder. 

TuK  coNVBNT  OF  Fbankfort,  in  the  barony  of  IJallyboy, 
King's  County,  was  founded  for  Carmelites,  ijoiler  the  iuvo- 
ci)tion  of  the  ISlessed  Virgin,  by  0<lo  O'Molloy,  about  the  year 
liiiO.  This  convent  and  its  possessions  were  granted,  at  the 
period  of  suppression,  to  Uobert  Leicester.} 

Tub  cosvent"of  Uathhc%en,  in  the  barony  of  Kilmacrcn- 
nan,  county  of  Donegall,  was  erected  at  the  clfjse  of  the 
fifteenth  century  bv  M'Swiney  Fannagh,  and  dedi(;{ited  to  the 
Blessed  Virgin.§  i>uring  the  confiscations  of  mizobeth,  this 
convent  had  been  completely  (Uniolishcd. 

Thk  convknt  of  Castlk  Lvhns^  in  the  county  of  Cork,  was 
founded  b}'  the  family  of  Barry. ||  It  contiuueil  utitil  the  Uth 
of  Elizabeth,  about  which  time  it  became  numbered  among  the 
ruins  of  the  country.  "* 

Thk  convent  of  Cork  dated  its  origin  from  the  fifteenth 
century ;  but  the  name  of  the  founder  as  w'cU  as  the  records  of 
its  suppression  have  perisheil.T 

TuK  C0NVKKT,0F  (lAiWAY  owed  its  foundation  to  the  family 
of  De  Burgo.  The  Carmelites  unintiinidat^d  by  the  terrors 
that  surrounded  them,  continued  after  its  suppression  to  impart 
the  blessings  of  religion  to  the  faithful  in  this  district;  in 
1648,  they  officiateil  in  their  chapel  at  Galway,  and  were 
among  the  number  of  those  who  had  a|«|iealcd  to  the  pope 
against  the  censures  by  which  the  country  had,  at  that  time, 
been  so  unhappily  distracted  "' 


•• 


*  Cb.  Rem.  t  Aud-flon.        t  Ham»'  Tab.        §  Ware's  Uon. 

H  Uib.  Dom.  p.  392.  ^  Id.  p  75'.'.     *^  I<1.  v.  GM,  7S2  ;  bm  cent  ivii.  c.  i. 


384  iccusiAsriCAi.  histoiit  or  inuim. 


CHAPTER    HI. 

^    '  lUiigioiu  and  LiU'mry  rharactors  of  thu  FtftMiitll  Oentuiy — 
Uciivral  OliHcrvatioiu. 

AuovsTiN  M'Graidan,  a  Icarnoil  Aiigu8tiiiian  canon  of  the 
ubbey  of  Lough  Kie,  in  tlie  county  of  I-onjrford,  hiui  been 
ranked  by  oiir  annalists  among  tlio  early  writers  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  They  have  not,  liowever,  been  enabled  to  leave  on 
record  any  circumstantial  account  of  him,  or  indeed  of  his 
wtitings, — an  omission  which  niaj-,  with  great  probability,  be 
attfCbntud  to  tlio  unsparing  ravages  coniniittcil  in  this  literary 
retreat  at  dilt'tTcnt  ])eriods,  and  particularly  at  the  close  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  The  only  works  of  his  that  now  remain 
are  his  IJves  of  the  Suinta  of  Irelanil,  and  a  chronicle  which 
he  continued  to  his  own  time,*  This  latter  work  had  been 
brought  down  to  a  later  period  by  another  hand;  a  portion  of 
which,  in  niauuscript,  Vus  in  the  possession  of  Ware,  and  is 
preserved  in  the  Bodleian  library  at  Oxford.  Augnstin 
Al'Graidan,  died  in  November,  140j,  and  was  interred  in  the 
above->nentioned  abbey. 

Patrick  lUnHET,  an  Au^ustinian  canon  of  the  abbey  of 
Kolls,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  flourished  in  the  com- 
mencement of  the  (ifteenth  century.  He  repaired  to  Rome 
about  the  year  1400,  at  which  time  he  was,  by  the  pope's  pro- 
vision, advanced  to  the  vacant  see  of  Ferns,  and  soon  after 
returned  to  Ireland,  when  he  was  immediately  put  in  posses- 
sion of  the  temporalities.  During  his  incumbency,  the  clfurch 
of  Arilcolin  had  been  appropriated  to  the  abbey  of  SS.  Peter 
and  Paul  at  Selskar.  The  amiable  disposition  of  this  prelate, 
as  well  as  his  learning,  had  served  to  render  him  exceed- 
ingly popular.  In  1410,'he  undertook,  tliough  with  great 
reluctance,  the  oflice  of  chancellor,  at  that  time  vacant  by  the 
resignation  of  archbishop  Cranely,  which  situation  he  filled 
fur  three  years  with  great  applause.  He  has  written  a  cata- 
logue of  liis  predecessors  in  the  see  of  FcrriS,  and  died  the 
loth  of  April,  1415.t 

Pjiilip  Nokbis,  a  secular  priest,  repaired  at  an  early  age 
to  the   university  of  Oxford,   where   he   was  educated  and 

•  Ware'a  Writeu.  t  W.  |>  02. 


eccLuiAiTicAL  niaioiT  or  ukund.  385 

honoured  wilh  the  degrco  of  doctor  of  divinity.  Having 
returned  to  his  nntive  counlr^r  about  the  year  14i!7,  he  with- 
drew to  the  county  of  Louth,  and  was  promoted  to  tlic  vicar- 
HSe  of  Dundplk,  liy  iu  piitrou  John  Uhikeny.  Aaxious  to 
'Havanue  himself  still  more  in  the  pursuit  of  literature,  he  at 
length  made  application  to  the  prinmte,  John  Swain,\.,>vho 
alluned  him  to  retire  to  the  conlineiit,  on  conditi6n  tliat^i 
should  return  to  his  vicarage  within  seven  years,  and  in  the' 
meantime  provlile  for  his  eliiirch,  by  placing  it  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  a  vigilant  curate.  I'hilip,  however,  had  not 
rcturnAl  to  his  parish  within  the  time  specified  by  the  arch- 
bishop, on  which  account  ho  was,  in  14,15,  distrained  in 
two  parts  of  his  vicarage  upon  the  statute  of  absentees*  A 
consnlernble  part  of  liis  tnne  had  been  spent  in  England, 
where  Philip  Norris  had  acijuired  a  new  ilugrco  of  notoriety, 
by  the  unbecoming  invectives  w  liich,  on  several  public  occa- 
sions, he  hail  thought  proper  to  |>our  out  against  the  religious 
state,  and  csiieciallyagainst  the  mendiciuit  orders.  At  length 
a  remonstrance  was  i)re.se»ted,  on  the  part  of  the  Donnnicans, , 
to  pope  Eugene  iVjuwhich  was  immeiliately  replied  to  by  a/ 
rescrii)t,  directed  to  tlie  archbishn|)s  of  Arnnigh  and  Dubliiy( 
ordernig  them  to  have  the  pastor  I'hilip  cited  before  them,  rfi 
consequence  of  his  uncanonical  conduct.  The  idea  of  a  niun 
intruding  himself  on  the  notice  of  the  public,  by  becnmincrthe 
viliiier  of  religious  comnuuiitics,  while  at  tlie  same  tinw  ho 
had  been  practically  abandoning  his  own  flock,  was  a\oiyb  suf- 
ticent  to  create  a  general  sentiment  of  indignation  against  him. 
Philip  accordingly  made  a  most  prompt  and  humble  Submis- 
sion; ho  received  forgiveness  at  the  hands  of  liis  sniKTiora, 
and  WDS  allowed  to  return  to  his  parish.  Not  many  yc^rs  after, 
Philip  Norris  obtained  the  prebendary  of  Vaygostfln,  in  St. 
Patrick's  Church,  Dublin,  and  at  length  became  de^u  of  that 
cathedral,  where  he  died,  a,d.  1487.  Ho  has  wriKtent  "  De- 
clarationes  quasdam,"  lib.  i. ;  "  Lecturas  Sci  ipturar^uii,"  lib.  i. ; 
"  Sermones  ad  Populum,"  lib.  i. ;  "  Contra  A/eiul!citatem 
Validam,"  lib.  i.  ' 

Malacuy  O'LiCHNAN,  a  learned  secular  priest  ft!  the  diocese 
of  Killaloe,  contributed,  about  the  close  of  this  century,  to 
.  diiTuse  a  spirit  of  religious  fervour  among  t\i4  faiffiful,  By  a 
variety  of  productions  both  in  pro,se  and  verso/  The  history 
of  this  inviutiable  writer,  like  that  of  many  of  his  contempo- 
raries, has  perished;  while  the  annals  of  those  times  liavo 
merely  recorded  the  year  of  his  death,  H^,  and  a  work  of 
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bia,  entitled  "  Antiquum  Aligaalc,"  containing  a  collection  of 
praycra  and  Wssoni  out  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.* 

('UABLKS  KUoiiiRK,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  Annals 
of  UUtcr,  flourished  at  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century. 
He  was  a  native  of  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  a  canon  of 
the  church  of  Arinnj^h,  and  denn  of  Clogher.  This  learned 
ecclesiastic  rankeil  among  the  most  distinguished  of  his  day, 
as  an  antiquarian,  a  philosopher,  and  a  divine,  and  has 
written  "  Annales  Iliberniio  usque  ad  sua  tempera."  These 
annals  are  sometimes  termed  Animlei  Senalentes,  from  a 
place  called  Scnat-Mac-Magnus,  where  they  had  been  com- 
piled ;t  they  are,  however,  more  generally  known  by  the  title 
■  Annalet  UlUmiemet,  or  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  because  in  them 
are  chiefly  recorded  all  the  most  intcrestinjlf  events  that  have 
occurred  in  that  prbvince.  They  oummence  at  the  year  of 
Christ  444,  and  come  down  to  the  death  of  the  author,  1495. 
1  hese  annyls  were  revised  by  lloderick  Cassady  and  continued 
to  the  year  1541.  Charles  Maguiro  has  likewise  written  a 
work  entitled,  "  .^Engusius  Auctus,"  or  tlie  martyrology  of 
iEngus  cnlargc<l ;{  in  which  he  inserts  the  biography  of  those 
saints  omitted  by  jl^ngus,  and  draws  his  information  from  the 
writings  of  Marian  Gorman  and  other  martyrologists.  He 
was  also  the  author  of  certain  Scholia  or  Annotations  on  the 
Uegistry  of  Clogher.  This  learned  writer,  to  whom  the  Irish 
nation  is  so  dee|>ly  indebted,  continucil  his  laborious  researches 
until  the  period  of  his  deatli,  which  occurred  on  the  23rd  of 
March,  A.D.  14!)5. 

During  the  fifteenth  century,  the  events  of  the  nation,  both 
cculesiastical  and  civil,  appear  to  have  directed  their  course 
through  the  same  continued  channel,  and  much  in  the  same 
fashion  as  in  the  age  which  had  already  passed  by :  governors, 
chancellors,  and  justices,  succeeded  each  other  with  a  rapidity 
even  unprecc'deiitcd  j  enactments  were  passed  which  could 
have  no  other  cirect  than  to  exasperate  the  already-outraged 
feelin/Js  of  the  native  Irish  without  the  pale;  while  the  rulers 
of  the  day,  afraid  to  venture  bcypnd  the  borders,  and  still 
anxious  to  raise  their  fortune  on  tlio  ruins  of  the  country, 
were  obliged  to  liavu  recourse  to  the  lowest  shifts  of  fraud, 
and  very  often  to  a  monopoly  of  the  estate  belonging,  by  right 
immemorial,  to  the  altar  and  the  sanctuary.  The  usual  scheme 
of  keeping  many  of  the  rich  sees  vacant  for  a  series  of  years, 
although  an  obsolete  one,  was  as  fondly  cherished  as  ever;  and 
while  the  poverty  of  the  exchequer  had  been  deplored  in  tones 
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d«e|>  and  eleemosynary,  tlio  property  belonging  to  tlio  Cliiirch 
woa  aur*  to  be  diverUxi  from  its  proper  source,  and  turned  into 
a  dilTerant  channel. 

Another  feature  |icculiarly  charaCteriBtic  of  the  fifteenth 
centnry,  anpeara  to  have  uriiien  out  of  the  use  which  liad,  at 
tliia  pcrioii,  been  mudo  of  the  ecclesiastical  authority.  The 
censures  of  the  Chtircli  have  been  often  employed,  and  were 
found  n  most  effectual  remedy  for  the  suppression  of  crime, 
when  all  other  means  became  inellectual ;  out  the  conversion 
of  this  spiritual  iiower  into  a  state  instrument,  was  looked 
upon  at  this  |>eriod  as  a  grievance  louilly  ami  universally 
deprecated.     We  have  seen,  that   by  n  statute  of  the  Irisli 

}>arliamcnt  under  Edward  IV.,  the  prelates  of  the  kingdom 
tad  been  tibliged,  uniler  the  |)enally  of  one  hundred  [munds, 
to  pronounce  sentence  of  exconnnunicntion  on  such  of  the 
king's  subjects  as  the  authorities  should  think  proper  to  de- 
nounce disafrcctcd;  nor  had  the  indenture  of  an  Irishman, 
or  his  subjection  to  the  government  been  ratified,  but  on  Iho 
express  comlition  of  his  readiness  to  submit  to  such  censures. 
In  times  like  these,  when  a  reclamation  against  palpable  abuses 
liad  been  construed  into  an  indisputublu  mark  of  dLsutFec- 
lion,  this  statute  could-  have  no  other  effect  than  to  render  dcs- 
jierato  the  already  fermented  stite  of  the  publio  mind;  it 
was  in  the  power  of  the  civil  officer  to  put  his  own  construc- 
tion on  the  act  of  the  subject;  and  were  ho  maliciously  inclined, 
ho  might  at  once  create  a  collision  between  the  clergy  and 
the  ])eople,  alike  injurious  to  religion  and  society,  liy  the  ' 
wisdoni  and  teiiiperancCjpf  thc^prelates  these  evils  were,  how- 
ever, averted.  At  lenglli  this  enactment,  odious  in  itself,  and 
detested  by  all,  becuine  a  dead  letter,  and  the  maxim  was  now 
more  generally  acknowledged,  that  jmticc  dispensed  with  an 
K  impartial  hand,  is  the  only  steady  and  )>ei'iiianent  basis  On 
which  the  fidelity  of  a  people  and  the  tranquillity  of  an  empire 
can  securely  rest. 

lietwtH^n  the  prevalence  of  disease  and  tlie  awful  pressure' 
of  the  times,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  was,  at  the  close  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  considerably  broken  ilown.  During  all 
these  severe  visitations,  the  convent  and  tUe  monastery  were 
so  many  asylums,  within  whose  friendly  gates,  the  victim  of 
disease  as  well  as  the  child  of  poverty,  found  shelter  and 
relief.  Among  these  establishments  a  comiderable  number 
had,  by  the  very  nature  of  their  institute,  and  by  the  express 
provision  of  the  founders,  been  public  liospitals  and  national 
alms-liouses;  property  to  an  immense  amount  had  been  left  in 
trust  to  them,  wliile  the  disj^ensers  of  tliese  alms,  influenced 
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by  religion,  Jc-votcd  their  lives  to  tlic  noble  tank  of  alleviating 
tne  wanta  and  soothing  flio  sorrows  of  their  fellow-crcaturca. 
The  origin  and  nature  of  this  religious  pro]>erty,  consecrated, 
OS  it  had  been,  to  the  service  of  the  poor,  have  been  already 
sufficiently  explained :  the  unfeeling  manner  in  which  it  had' 
been  torn  from  them,  shall  bo  faithfully  dcvelojwd  in  the 
history  of  the  subscijuent  chapters. 
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CHAPTER  I.  / 

HchiMDl  umliT  llcnrv  VIII.— Itn  ilitnHltiution  int«»  Irtlanil— (ifon^c  Brown 
ntt4-ii)|its  to  t^HtAiiliHli  ttK<  Supremacy  of  llcnry  VIII. — llaa  rtt:nune  to 
Iit^ialativr  cnftcttiu'iitH— .S.i(:n](>f;ioiHt'<milui!t  of  tho  SchiHmntics  —  Heretical 
I><H;tt4lit^i  i>ntmul^at4.i\  uiidor  h^Iwanl  VL-  tiei>r}{o  I'>itwiIaU.  an^hliiiiLnp  of 
Aniiagh  -HUtt>ry  nf  Staples  ami  llati;— INililio  discuMiioii  in  St  Mary's 
AliWy— Account  of  Travert*.  Lai^ca«ti>r.  anil  Vom-^ — Jtcstoration  of  the' 
ancient  faith  nnilcr  Mary  —  Elizalictli  niiw-n  of  Knulanil— I'futcstantism 
cnfotit'd  by  law — Itt*  itmignilicant  jiriiKTcwt  in  Iroljimi— IVrseciition  of  tho 
Imli  t'lulrch — Ih'fcction  of  Milor  Magmtli  and  of  Hugh  Cumin — IliBtoiy 
of  tho  Catholic  bishoiM  anil  i)ri>'i«t»  who  Nuflcml  unilcr  Klizabcth — Irinn 
CoHegci!  on  tho  l.'onttnent—Awful  Ntat«(  of  the  Church  of  Irelauilst  tho 
clone  of  the  Hixtccuth  century. 

From  ilia  moment  in  wlilch  tlic  English  Imd  formed  tlie 
(lesifjn  of  invading  Irclnml,  lelijrion  wiis  the  grand  pretext  on 
which  the  justifiration  of  all  their  proceeili.ng.s  was  supposed 
to  have  been  gronndcd.  Wlieii  Henry  II.  had,  through  the 
agency  of  John  of  Snlibbury,  applied  for  the  bull  of  Adrian 
IV.,  a  reformation  of  nioraLs  was  the  object  contemplated.* 
In  lilio  manner,  when  the  brief  of  Alexander  III.  had  been  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  same  monarch,  religion  was  again  in- 
troiluced,  and  "  the  rude  and  disordered  Church  of  Ireland 
was  to  have  been  placed  on  the  principles  of  rigorous  and  re- 
formed discipline.''  How  all  these  noble  objects  had  been 
accomplished — how  religion,  education  and  huulanity  had  Iwen 
advanced  by  those  adventurers,  from  the  moment  in  which 
they  first  landed  in  Ireland  down  to  the  present  period,  both 
the  efvil  and  ecclesiastical  records  of  the  country  l)ear  a 
melancholy  and  an  awful  testimony.  The  events  of  tho  six- 
teenth century  will  form  a  new  act  in  this  historical  tragedy; 
and  although  the  characters  be  difVerent,  and  the  scenery 
altered,  yet  the  frame-work,  the  machinerj'  is  the  8.™)!';  and 
the  sacred  name  of  religion  is  still  employed  as  the  pivot  u]M(n 
wliich  tho  design  and  e.\ei'ution  of  the  whole  ]>lot  arc  to  be 
kept  together  and  supported. 

Henry.  VHI^  succeeded  his  father  on  the  throne  of  England 
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in  1509.  If  contcniporary  writers  may  be  credited,  this  youne 
prince,  tlion  in  liia  nineteenth  year,  had  been  highly  cillcd  with 
many  natural  endowmentn,  both  of  mind  and  bocly.  Tliese 
bleasings,  however,  were  soon  abused;  while  cx|>oricnco  shows 
that  such  characters,  when  once  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  their 
passions,  generally  become  the  most  desperate  of  profligates.' 
Shortly  before  his  accession  to  tho  throne,  and  in  conipiianro 
with  his  father's  rcciuest,  Henry  married,  by  particular  diMUi- 
sation,  Catherine,  princess  of  Arragon,  tho  betrothed  nife  of 
liis  brother  Arthur.  From  the  de«|H.>rato  means  resorted  to  by 
Henry  for  the  pur|>ose  of  invalidating  this  marriage,  and  his 
illicit  attachment  to  Anne  Boleyn,  a  door  was  o)>cned  to  schism, 
plunder,  and  profanation,  throughout  the  English  dominiona, 
about  seventeen  years  afterwards. 

Meanwhile,  tho  fifth  general  council  of  Lateran  had  been 
summoned  in  1512,  and  on  the  partof  the  Irish  Church,  there 
attended  it  it  Mauritius  do  I'ortu,  archbishop  of  Tuam, 
together  with  Thomas  JIalsay,  bishop  of  I.,eighlin.*  About 
the  same  ])eriodj^ti^o  (Nrovincial  synods  had  been  held  in 
Dublin;t  und,^- 1523,  a  nationa]  synod  was  convened  at 
Gnhvay.t^Jtia  to  be  regretted  that  the  decrees  of  this  last 
synodixt^not  been  handed  down  to  us.  Some  writers  have 
beenifcil  to  conjecture  that  the  doctrines  of  Luther,  which  had 
at  tin:  time  been  gaining  ground  over  the  continent,  might 
liave  fcrincd  one  of  tho  priiiei|)al  causes  for  thus  convening 
tho  prelates  of  tho  Irish  nation,  and  that  measures  had  been 
taken  tc  prevent  the  contagion  of  heresy  and  schism  from 
getting  any  access  to  the  faithful  in  this  country:  jt  is,  how- 
ever, mr  more  probable,  that  morals  and  local  discipline  were 
the  only  subjects  which  had,  on  this  occasion,  been  brought 
under  disciLssion. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  occupy  any  space  in  this  chapter,  by 
entering  into  a  detail  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  those  inno- 
vations which  Martin  Luther  had,  at  this  time,  been  preaching 
up,  in  defiance  of  the  Catholic  Church,  with  which  Christ  had 
promised  to  abido  for  ever,  and  in  manifest  contradiction  to  all 
that  was  great  or  grand  in  antiquity — to  the  learning,  the 
wisdom,  and  tho  sanctity  of  ages.  Like  every  other  heresy 
that  sprung  up  in  tho  Church,  that  of  Luther  may  bo  readily 
traced  to  its  proper  source.  There  never  yet  appeared  a 
hercsv  or  a  schism  in  the  Christian  world,  that  did  not  take  its 
rise  either  from  disappointed  ambition,  or  revenge,  or  lust;  or, 
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more  properly  tpeakiiig,  from  tlio  three  put  tocctlier.  JVhen 
Luther's  noxioiiii  tenets  luid  b^en  making  their  wny  titoagh 
Qermnny,  among  tlio.many  puhlications  which  nppearcftrthat 
in  dofenco  of  tlio  aeven  ucramcnts  may  be  noticed,  and  of 
which  Henry  VIII.  had  Ix-en  at  least  the  reputed  author.  It 
was  dedicated  to  popb  Ia>o,  on  wliicli  occasion  Henry  obtained 
from  that  iwntlff  tlie  distinguished  title  of  DtfenderofOie  Faith — 
R  title  still  retained  by  liis  successors  on  the  throne  of  England. 

Henry  had  now  lived  upwards  of  seventeen  years  with  his 
lawful  wife  Catherine,  when  all  the  symptoms  of  his  real 
natural  character  began  to  show  themselves.  He  sutfered  him- 
self to  become  the  victim  of  one  of  those  passions  already 
mentioned,  and  thus  the  orthodoxy  of  Henry  in  England,  as 
well  as  the  faith  of  Luther  in  Germany,  were  both  wrecked 
and  perished  alike  on  the  same  rock. 

The  divorce,  which  the  king  had  so  anxiously  sought  for, 
could  not  be  obtoined,  while  Wolsey,  his  principal  agent,  after 
having  at  first  acted  the  part  of  a  timo-scrvjng  sycophant,  fell 
at  length  un'der  the  king's  displeasure,  and  died  in  disgrace. 
However,  in  1534,  Henry  found  a  willing  and  a  ready  iostru- 
ment  in  Cranmer,  who  had  been  that  very  year  promoted  to 
the  see  of  Canterbury :  the  marriage  ceremony  was  privately 
performed  between  the  king  and  Anne  Uoleyn,  while  Cranmer 
pronounced  the  former  marriage  with  Catherine  to  be  null 
and  void  from  the  beginning.  To  complete  the  iniquity  of 
this  proceeding,  the  instmmentjility  of  the  legislature  was 
employed;  as  if  human  laws  could  possibly  loosen  that  which 
was  already  bound  in  heaven.  In  the  parliament  which  met 
on  the  following  January,  the  act  of  Cranmer  was  condrmod, 
and  at  the  same  time  Henry  was  declared  the  only  supremo 
head  on  earth  of  the  Church  of  England.  In  this  manner 
did  the  schism  commence ;  on  the  following  year  an  act  was 
passed  for  the  suppression  of  religious  bouses ;  uid  the  con- 
fiscation of  ecclesiastical  projKirty  Decamo  general  over  Eng- 
land. 

Henry's  next  object  was  to  devise  means  by  which  his 
newly-assumed  title  might  bo  recognized  in  Ireland.  For  this 
purpose  ho  consulted  the  notorious  Cromwell,  who,  from  being 
a  menial  in  Wolsey's  kitchen,  had  become  chancellor  of 
England,  and  under  the  new  supremacy  was  constituted 
vicar-general,  both  i|i  spirituals  and  temporals.  Cromwell, 
already  Lutheran  at  heart,  readily  entered  into  the  views  of 
his  master;  experience  had  made  him  acquainted  with  the 
ruling  passions  of  the  monarch,  while  the  spoils  which  he  now 
anticipated   from  the  wealthy  and   extensive  monasteries  of 
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Irelanil,  presented  means  ainpla  onniigh  for  tbeif  moat  exfra- 
va^nnt  and  unconlrullod  f^ratificatinn. 

TI19  see  of  Dublin  bavins,  at  that  time,  been  vacant,  Crom- 
well's  (irst  object  was  to  select  a  fit  instrument  by  wliich  both 
tlie  P^ngliah  schism  and  tiio  tenets  of  Lutheranisra  might, 
with  tlio  more  cti'ect,  bu  circulated  from  the  metropolis. 
Uoorgo  Brown,  an  Augustininn,  and  at  that  time  provincial  of 
that  order  in  England,  was  tho  person  whom  Cromwell  con- 
sidered best  adopted  for  the  acconi]>lishment  of  his  designs* 
Drown  had  been  previously  a  rank  Lutheran,  and  under  the 
mask  of  a  grave  and  religious  deportment,  lay  concealed  a 
heart  and  mmd  fitted  for  die  most  desperate  enterprize.  Ho 
was  accordingly  consecrated  in  l^ndon  by  Cranmer,  and  im- 
mediately after  sailoil  for  Dublin,  accompanied 'by  certain 
commissioners,  whom  the  king  bad  appointed  as  assistants  in 
preacliing  up  the  doctrine  of  lay-8ii])rcmacy  to  tlie  [leople  of 
Irelanil.  lieforo  their  departure  from  London,  they  under- 
went tho  necessary  course  of  instructions :  tho  nobilitv  wore 
to  be  overawed  by  threats ;  splendid  promises  and  higli  pros- 
pects were  to  bo' held  out  to  tho  ecclesiastical  body;  while 
bribery,  on  tho  one  hand,  and  the  king's  displeasure  on  tho 
other,  were  to  be  alternately  employed  according  as  the  subject 
might  seem  to  require.  Thus  furnished,  they  sot  out  for  Dub- 
lin, confident  that  the  clergyi  nobility,  and  people  of  Ireland, 
would  at  once  cheerfully  enter  into  tlieir  measures.  On  their 
arrival  in  that  city  they  soon  learned,  to  their  disappointment, 
that  the  task  was  not  so  easy  as  they  bad  been  led  to  imagine. 
Some  of  the  prelates,  and  as  many  of  the  nobility  as  could 
conveniently  attend,  having  been  snnimoned  to  the  castle, 
Urown  undertook  to  ojien  his  commission,  and  gravely  called 
•in  them  to  subscribe  to  the  strange  and  astounding  doctrine  of 
tlio  spiritual  supremacy  of  Ilonry  king  of  England.  The 
announcement  of  such  a  proiHisition  was  heard  by  all  present 
with  nstonishntent, while  tlic  primate,  (Jcorge  Cromer,  instantly 
rose  from  his  seat,  and  openly  protested  agninst  it  as  an  innova- 
tion :  the  siiine  day  he  issued  letters  to  all  his  suflfragans ;  likewise 
to  the  clergy  of  his  ])rovince,  and  summoned  them  before  him. 
Tho  daring  attempt  of  raising  a  schism  in  Ireland,  and  the 
profane  conduct  of  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  were  e.xplained 
liy  the  primate  to  his  clergj-;  he  called  on  them  to  gather 
around  and  support  the  rtligion  of  their  fathers,  and  in  the 
meantime,  emissaries  were  despatched  to  Kome,  for  the  purpose 
of  acquainting  the  sovereign  pontiff  with  the  nature  of  tho 

•  Uymer,  torn.  iv.  p.  KO. 
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■cliiain  liy  which  the  Church  of  IrolanJ  yru  now,  for  the  flnt 
tiino,  lu  foriniilntily  threitpned. 

The  excitement  wliich  had,  by  tliis  time,  been  created  among 
all  rankii,  both  in  anil  out  of  tlio  pale,  became  alarming. 
The  dpsoen<lanta  of  the  ancient  Irjah  looked  upon  death  as 
preferable  to  an  aluindnnment  of  the  creed  of  their  ancoatora; 
while  the  lCnf;lisIi  inliabitanta  of  the  pale  manfully  resisted 
the  schism  and  clung  fiiitbfully  to  the  apostolic  chair.  Brown, 
thus  diwippointcd,  would  have  fled  from  Irelan<l  at  the  time, 
but  he  dreaded  the  rc.tentment  of  Henry:  he  trembled  at  the 
pros|>ect  of  tlie  scnllold  which,  doubtless,  would  hare  l>eon 
pre|iared  for  him  had  he  ventured  to  return  to  Enf;lan<l.  In 
the  meantime  he  adilrcssed  a  letter  to  Cromwell,  ac(|uainting 
him  with  the  forloni  prospect  of  his  afiairs;  he  assures  him, 
that  the  kind's  commission  liad  been  treated  with  contempt; 
'  that  he  and  his  vicccencralship  became  the  subject  of  public 
acorn;  that  so  steadfast  were  the  Irish  people  m  clinging  to 
the  ancient  (aith,  that  they  might  be  said  to  equal,  if  not  to 
excel,  the  heroism  of  the  primitive  martyrs;  and,  in  short,  that 
nothing  less  than  the  authority  of  parliament  and  the  enforce- 
ment of  rigorous  laws,  could  extort  from  them  even  a  |>artial 
•cknowlcflgfnMit'ofHhe  kin)|'iuclaijn.tg,tlie  title  of  supremacy. 

Agreeably  to  these  instructions,  the  dcputj'',  lord  (irev, 
Tcceiveil  orders  to  sunnuon  a  parliament,  which  accordingly 
met  at  Dublin,  on  the  1st  of^  May,  1530.  In  this  sen'ilo 
assembly,  which  served  as  a  sort  of  after-piece  to  tlio  con- 
venticle held  already  at  Westminster,  Ilenry  VIII.  was 
declared  the  sole  and  supremo  head  on  earth  of  the  (jliufth 
of  Irelanil ;  all  appeals  to  the  court  of  Rome,  in  spiritual 
causes,  were  prohibited,  while  any  subject  who  should,  in 
future,  attempt  to  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Apostolic  See, 
was  to  be  ajiprehendcd  and  rendered  subject  to  a  prasmunire.* 
Thus,  tlirough  means, of  a  corrupt  parliament  and  the  terrors 
of  a  tyrant,  did  schiani  for  the  first  time  get  a  footing  in  this 
country.  '  >^ 

These  enactments  wouhi^  however,  hare  been  of  littlo  avail 
in  advancing  the  object  of  Brown's  mission,  had  they  not  been 
aided  by  some  more  powcrfid  considerations.  The  state 
authurity  with  which,  in  those  times,  ecclesiastical  dignitaries 
had  been  not  unfrcquently  invested,  and  above  all,  the  princely 
revenues  attached  to  some  of  the  sees  were,  in  themselves,  a 
|>er|>etual  sgurce  of  temptation,  against  which  huMnn  nature, 
when  loft  to  iw'own  resources,  would  find  it  a  ditlicult  task 

•  Vide  .StotutM  JSth  Henry  VIII. 
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to  contend.  It  is  to  causes  such  lu  these  timt  wo  mnst  trace 
tbo  defection  of  Euf^enu  Mn^^cnnis,  liinliop  of  Down  and 
Connor,  wlioso  oxiimplr  Wiis  iiiunuiliately  adopted  by  Roland 
Uiirke,  l)i«liop  of  (^lonfcrt,  Florence  Gorawan,  bishop  of  Clon- 
niarnuis,  Matthew  Saiindore,  bishop  of  Leif;hlin,  and  Hugh 
O'Cervallan,  bishop  of  Clo^hcr.*  These  prelates,  although 
invested  with  the  iiiiininistmtion  of  the  respective  sees,  had  not 


as  yet  been  placed  in  posscsMion  of  the  toinnoralities ;  tliry 
swore  fealty  to  Henry  in  the  year  1541,  and  tncreby  received 
the    wages   of    their   sinful,  servility.      Among    the   second 


order  of  the  clergy,  there  hud  liecn  a  few  who,  from  similifr 
motives,  scrupled  not  to  compromise  their  religious  prin- 
ciples, by  detaching  themselves  from  the  unity  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Uoniinick  Tirrey,  rector  of  the  church  of 
Slmndon,  in  the  city  of  Cork,  was  advanced  to  that  see  br 
Henry  VHI.,  an<l  hclil  |>o8session  of  the  temporalities  until  his 
death,  although  Lewis  Macnamara  hail  been  ]>romoted  thereto, 
by  provision  of  pope  Paul  lll.t  William  Miagli  had,  in  like 
manner,  Iwen  placed  over  the  see  of  Kildare,  and  became  a 
member  of  the  privy  council ;  while  Alexander  Dcveroux, 
abbot  of  Dunbrody,  after  having  made  a  surrender  of  that 
splendid  establishment,  and  subscribed  to  the  new  supremncyr  . 
was  immediately  clevate<l  to  the  see  of  Kerns.  "Itcfoto,  how- 
ever, tills  act  had  been  put  into  execution,  he  had  taken  care 
to  provide,  in  a  manner  the  moat  ample,  for  the  future  comforts 
of  Ids  own  family.  Having  apprbpriated  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  possessions  of  the  abbey,  he  bestowed  on  Steplien 
Deve'reiix  the  estate  of  Uuttlcstown,  with  all  the  lands  extend- 
ing from  the  moor  of  Clonard  to  Itishop's  Lands,  and  to  the 
inearinga  of  Ballymatliv.  He  continued  in  the  see  until  I56t>, 
during  which  year  he  ilied  at  FethanI,  a  village  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  where  he  was  interred  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish 
church. 

The  great  moving  pssion  which  had  hitherto  worked  the 
schism  through  all  its  stages,  soon  began  to  make  its  appear- 
ance: the  spirit  of  avarice  was  to  bo  appeased  by  plunder;  and 
accordingly,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  suppression  of  religious 
li()uses.  In  this  manner  did  the  work  of  destruction  commence, 
white  Brown,  with  (lis  associates,  was  among  the  first  to  pull 
down  the  cross  from  the  altar,  ^nd  revel  amidst  the  profAfla- 
tion  of  the  sacred  vessels  of  the  sanctuary.  Gray,  the  deputy, 
had  now  that  opportnnitv  in  his  hands  which  he  had  long 
wished  for  in  his  heart.    For  years  was  he  compelled  to  throw 

*  Lilwr  Muncnim  VuWicorum  Hili.  v.  ii.  p.  17  et  bwi.     t  Wor*'t  Bishops    ,- 
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himself  oq  tho  renmantii  nf  n  slmttcred  fortune;  but  tlio  menna 
which  ho  now  cnjoycil  of  rc|»iiring  it,  were  more  than  aufficient 
to  silence  tliogo  occaHionnl  whiii|>crin^ii  <if  conacicnoo  which 
might,  jiorchunce,  atill  linger  in  his  hreoat.  While  the  achiama- 
tica  in  Dublin  had  been  enriching  thomaclvea  with  tho  ajwilaof 
the  aanctunry  in  that  city,  the  lonl  deputy  waa  actively 
engageil  in  lilunilering  the  churchca  of  Ulater.  The  aniondid 
and  venerable  cathedral  of  Down  waa  firat  gutted,  and  aftor- 
warda  bunied  to  the  ground  by  tliia  incemliary ;  ut  tho  aamo 
time  the  toniba  anil  relica  of  Sta.  I'utrick,  llrigiil,  and  Columb- 
killo,  wore  dcnioliahed,  and  the  ualiea  scattered  with  tho  winda 
of  heaven.  The  imago  of  tho  DIcaaed  Virgin  waa  toril*from 
the  high  altar  of  the  abbey  of  Trim,  ami  profaned  in  tho  public 
niarki't:  tho  relica  of  tho  martyrs,  after  having  been  turned 
into  mockery,  were  cast  on  tho  atreeta  and  thrown  out  on  the 
high-waya;  while  the  image  of  Christ  cruciiied  was  brought 
from  tho  abbey  of  Bidlibogan,  and  the  crozicr  of  St.  Patrick 
from  Christ  Church,  and  were  both  indignantly  committed  to 
the  llanioa.*  But  tho  conGacation  of  tho  property  belonging 
to  the  religious  houses  was  that  on  which  the  plundorera  had 
been  moat  particularly  intetil.  Among  tho  abbeya  which  had 
•b^n  at  this  time  suppi-eascd,  tho  most  celebrated  were  those 
of  Mellifont,  in  the  county  of  Louth;  Jerpoint  and  (iraigne- 
managli,  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny ;  Bidtinglasa,  in  tho  county 
of  Wicklow;  Dunbroily,  Tintcrn,  and  Fema,  in  the  county  of 
Wexford ;  Tracton,  in  the  county  of  Cork ;  Abbington,  in  tho 
county  of  Limerick ;  Monastcrevan,  in  Oflaly ;  and  Trim, 
Oulcck,  and  ItectifT,  in  the  county  of  Meath.  Among  tho 
prioriea  inay  bo  mentioned,  those  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem 
(Kilmainham);  the  Holy  Trinity  (Chriat  Church),  Dublin; 
Conal  and  St.  Wolatan'a,  in  the  county  of  Kildarc;  Kenlia, 
in  Ossorv ;  St.  Patrick's,  in  Down ;  All  Salnia,  near  Dublin ; 
Athussolt,  in  the  county  of  Tipj)crary,  and  the  priory  of  the 
Dleascil  Virgin,  in  the  town  of^  Louth.t  In  the  parliament 
he-Ill  uniler  St.  Leger  in  l.'i41,  an  act  was  pasaed,  granting  the 
full  and  free  dispoaul  of  all  the  abbeya  and  prioriea  to  the  king, 
who,  09  Ware  remarks,  soon  after  disposed  of  their  poa.|ieaBiona 
to  hia  Tlobles,  courticra,  and  others,  reserving  to  himsel  f  certain 
revenues  or  annual  rents:}  by  another  act  of  this  parliament, 
Henry  waa,  for  the  firat  time,  solemnly  proclaimed  king  of 
Ireland. 

Tho  multiplied  indignities  thus  outrageously  heaped  upon 
the  Irish  people — the  attempt  to  wrest  from  them  ttie  aacred 

'  •  RoKister  iCccl. ;  WaniV  Aniwlii  of  lleni;  VIII.  p.  99.        i  Ute  cinp.  ii. 
t  Ware's  AuiiaU,  \h  lOA. 
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<lo|><nit  lian<lo<l  down  by  their  fathfru — tho  iiacrilcgioui 
inaiilu  oflerod  to  tliuir  altarn,  ami  tlio  pui'liu  pliinilur  of  their 
churcheH  niiil  reli^ioiiii  cslnhlinhmcntit,  hau  so  |>oTCcrfiilly 
worked  on  their  national  and  religious  feelings,  that  in  a  short 
time  the  whole  nation  ros«  ui>  in  arms.  Tho  Catholics  of  tho 
north  were  let  on  by  O'Neil;  O'Brien  of  Thomond  had  the 
command  of  the  armv  in  tho  south.*  Owinfr,  however,  to  that 
unfortunate  spirit  of  rivaUhip  and  ilivision,  which  has  at  all 
times  been  the  bane  ami  etirsc  of  Ireland,  those  leaders  bej^an 
to  dcsjuiir  of  heinu  able  to  make  head  against  th(>  common 
enemy,  aiul  subnnssi<m  to  tho  Knglish  power  was  tho  conse- 

?uvnco.  Henry,  however,  wns  too  artful  not  to  learn  a  lesson 
rom  the  expcnenco  of  tho  |iast.  lie  wiia  well  aware  that  con- 
ciliation anil  kindness,  although  fo/ccd  and  aflected,  were  more 
formiilnblo  engines  in  winning  over  the  hearts  of  the  Irishmen,  ' 
tlian  all  the  terrors  arising  from  the  dunueon  or  tho  scaffold. 
Accordingly,  ho  invite<l  almost  all  the  Irish  chieftains  to  repair 
to  his  court ;  received  them  with  gracious  favour;  conferred  on 
them  honours  and  dignities,  and  sent  them  back  with  every 
assurance  of  his  royal  confidence,  and  loaded  with  gifts  and 
presents. 

While  Henry  VIII.  and  his  courtiers  had  been  thus  rioting, 
amidst  tho  profanation  of  tho  Churoli,  Drown  and  his  (xirtizans 
wore  determined  on  raising  the  whole  fabric  of  Luther's 
heretical  doctrines  on  tho  foundation  of  the  schism  which  had 
been  already  laid.  Tlieir  intentions  bad  at  first  been  artfully 
disguised,  an<l  tho  whole  plot,  not  having  emanated  from  tho 
royul  fountain,  was  obliged  to  bo  conducted  with  great  craft 
and  secrecy.  In  fact  Henry  VIH.  with  all  his  impiety,  never 
attempted  to  es|)ou8e  the  heresy  of  Luther:  all  ho  wanted  was 
money,  and  the  unbriilled  gnitilication  of  his  infamous  pnstions. 
These  inado  up  his  religion,  his  heaven,  nnd  his  God ;  and  ho 
enjoyed  them  nil  by  tlio  schism  which  he  caused,  and  by  the 
plunder  of  the  monastic  cstublislmicnts.  Henry,  then,  was  a 
schismatic ;  but  there  is  no  proof  that  ho  was  ever  a  lieretic. 
As  sooi^s  ho  discovered  that  heresy  had  found  its  way  into 
his  tfmiions,  ho  becntile,  it  is  said,  most  indignant;  but  ha 
little  expected  that  Cromwell,  his  vicar-general,  and  Brown,  his 
fuvou«tnJ75liould  become  the  most  active  agents  in  giving  cir- 
culation to  such  tenets.  At  all  events,  Ilenry  summoned  the  par- 
liament in  LV^il,  nnd  caused  an  act  to  be  passed,  usually  termed 
the  six  articles,  by  whicli  it  was  made  criminal  to  deny  tly) 
real  presence  of  Christ's  body  in  the  sacrament — tho  adminis- 

*  HuIiuiUi.'ail,  p  190.  i  Stanibunt 
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Inilioii  of  tlie  Kucliarint  under  one  kiml — the  celibacy  of  the 
cl«r((y — tlio  oblipitioii  df  vows  of  chiulity — private  Afosa,  and 
auricular  confcMioii.  Th«  kiriL'  finve  Ins  sant^tion  to  tboso 
nrticica,  nnil  death  wuii  to  ho  tlio  punishment  of  ihoiu'  who 
thnukl  ap|Mwo  them  obstinately,  or  severe  iinpriaonment, 
acrordiii);  to  his  ninjenty's  pleasure. 

The  priinutu  (ioorgu  Cromer,  after  an  incumbency  embit- 
tered by  continued  troubles,  died  in  1 542.  Uiwn  hia  death, 
Henry,  throui;li  the  inlluence  of  the  deputy  St.  lA'ger,  had 
George  Dowilall,  vicar-genonil  to  the  late  primate,  appointed 
to  the  vacant  see;*  while  at  the  same  time  tlio  learned  Itobort 
Waucoii,  tlioii);!)  blin<l  from  his  infancv,  was  consecrated 
archhisliop  of  Armagh  by  |m>|h<  i'aul  Ill.f  This  prelate  was 
a  native  of  Ireland,  became  a  doctor  of  divinity  at  I'aris,  waa 
afterwards  apjxiinted  legate  u  lolere  from  the  \w\ye  to  Uermany, 
and  was  ])resunt  ut  the  council  of  Trent  from  tlio  first  session 
in  1Mb  to  the  eleventh  in  1317.  Ily  tlie  exertions  of  this 
extraordinary  man,  the  Jesuits  had,  in  1541,  lioen  introduced 
into  Ireland.  John  Codur  was  the  first  of  the  society  who  had 
settled  in  this  country;  AI|ihoiuo  tjuhneron,  I'nsclmlo  liroct, 
and  Francis  /upata  arrived  soon  after.  The  urchbiahop 
Waucop  never  relurntik'to  his  see;  he  was  employed  in  the 
mana^emeut  of  several  ini|H>rtnnt  conmusaiuns  on  the  con- 
tinent until  1,'>51,  in  which  year  he  died  at'l'arls,  and  was 
interred  in  the  convent  of  the  Jesuits  in  tliut  city.J 

In  the  year  154G,  Henry  VUI.  was  drawing  near  hia  end; 
iluring  his  unfortunate  career  on  this  earth,  he  was  a  living 
sink  of  lust,  and  a  wrctchoil  victim  to  the  vilest  pasaions. 
He  lived  a  tyrant,  haled  and  dreaded  hyall;  and  he  died  as 
ho  lived,  on  the  2Hth  of  January,  1547.  He  had  sixwrrcs: 
two  of  whom  were  repuiliated ;  two  beheaded ;  one  died  in  child- 
bed, and  the  last  would  have  ended  her  days  on  a  scalli>ld, 
had  I'rovidcnce  permitted  the  monster  to  continue  muili  longer 
on  ear^i. 

The  council  of  Trent  had  been  holding  its  sessions  since 
the  year  1545,  and  although  religion  and  the  statu  of  society 
had  been  at  that  jieriod  frightfully  convulsed  in  Ireland,  there 
hod  been  ill  attendance  at  the  council  Thomas  U'llerlihy, 
bishop)  of  Koss,  Donagli  Mac-Congall,  bishop  of  Itaphoc,  and 
EJugene  0"llart,  bishop  of  Aehonry.§ 

Henry  VIII.  was  succeeded  on  the  throne  of  ^England  by 
I  hia  son  Kdward,  then  in  the  tenth  year  of  his  age.    The  duke 

*  Soe  uliK|>.  ii.  f  Milt.  Cath.  t  ii.  ;  Ware's  AuiyUi. 

;  O'SullivaD,  |i.  71'.  5  Wore'n  l)wlioi». 
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(if  Sameraot,  the  ynunf;  kinf;'a  maternal  uncle,  auumad  the 
title  uf  protector,  and  for  a  time  contiiiiifil  to  govern  the 
kingiiiim  with  even  more  doapulir  avviiy  tliiin  Imil  ever  marked 
the  career  of  Henry  himself.  Sonieraet  wua  a  rank  Kutheran: 
he  had  already  caused  the  tenets  of  Protestantism  to  he  on- 
forced  in  KnKlan<l ;  the  hook  of  common  prayer  had  been 
conipilnl  by  hia  directions,  and  hia  rofomiation,  a>  it  ia  called, 
waa„  hy  the  terror*  of  the  prison  and  the  gibbet,  making  rapid 
strides  over  that  country.  Having  thuH  far  succeccled,  ho 
judged  it  now  time  to  iitake  the  exiieriment  on  Irelaml.  It 
was  first  intended  to  summon  the  |>arliumcnt  and  conimence  by 
penal  ahitntea.  Thia  acliomo  having  been,  however,  for  the 
present  uluindoned,  a  proclamation  was  isauc<l,  enjoining  the 
)iorformancc  of  thu  new  liturgy  of  the  English  Church  in  all 
plnceaof  worship,  withordoratiint  all  bishops  and  parish  prieata 
througlmnt  thu  kingilum  ahould,  at  the  same  time,  yield  their 
assent  and  conform  to  the  royal  mandate.* 

Thut  the  schism  of  Henry  would  at  length  break  out  into 
ojion  heresy  was  indeed  expected.  The  prelates  and  clergy  of 
Ireland  foresaw  that  the  surrender  of  their  faith  would,  at 
some  time,  Ijc  demanded  from  them;  they  wpre,  accordingly, 
|>rcparcd  to  submit  to  any  sncrilice  sooner  than  renounce  the 
creed  of  their  fathers.  Among  the  foremost  in  opposing  tho 
innovation  was  Qeorgo  Dowdnll,  primitio  orArmagli:  Itrown 
of  Dublin  espoused  the  cause  of  the  innovators,  and  on  tho 
following  Kuster  Sunday,  a.d.  1S51,  he  cause<l  tho  now  liturgy 
to  be,  tor  tho  (irst  time,  rend  in  the  cathedral  nl'Chriat'a  Church, 
in  his  own  presence,  that  of  the  deputy,  and  a  few  of  the 
magistrates. 

The  deputy.  Sir  Anthony  St.  Logcr,  not  finiling  tho  pre- 
lates so  submissive  to  the  orders  of  the  proclauiatiun  as  had 
been  expected,  caused  writs  to  he  formally  directed  to  all  tho 
archbisho|i8  and  bishops  of  the  kingdom,  in  pursuance  of  which 
they  were  summoned  to  appear  before  him  in  Dublin.  The 
meeting  took  place  in  the  (ouncil  chamber;  but  no  sooner  had 
the.deputy  concluded  with  rending  the  proclamation,  than  the 
primate,  (Jeorgc  Dowdall,  arose,  and  openly  protested  against 
the  whole  scheme  as  a  daring  innovation.  Tno  primate  forth- 
with retired  from  the  room,  while  the  entire  body  of  the 
clergy  who  were  present  departe<l  along  with  him,  except  the 
unhappy  Brown,  Staples,  bishop  of  Mcath,  and  John  Hole,  an 
itinerant  Carmelite,  who  was  soon  after  thrust  into  the  see  of 
Ussory  as  the  price  of  his  a|>ostacy. 

'  Kx  Actii  Cuaiiat. 
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SU|>I(M  wai  A  native  of  Linc<ilnsliirp,  and  hold  for  aomc  time 
a  aituation  in  tlic  lioaiiital  of  St.  Ilurtlioloinow,  in  London. 
During  ttiu  acliiam,  in  lluiiry'a  rci){n,  liia  orthodoxy  became  tb« 
aubjoct  uf  jiMt'auaiiicion,  wliilo  by  hia  immoral  conduct,  he  if 
aaiil  to  liavu  forfeitvd  almost  uvury  mark  of  re9|ioct  from  lila 
flock.*  On  thu  other  hiiiid,  Italo  wna  well  known  to  be  one  of 
thow)  dungcroua,  rumbling;  advunturora  who,  in  timoa  like  the 
iiurioii  of  which  we  are  treating,  hawk  almiit  their  conacience 
from  one  mart  to  another,  over  rviuly  to  tender  it  to  the  higheat 
and  bent  bidiler.  He  waa  born  in  the  county  of  SulUilk,  but 
became  u  Ciirmclite  at  Norwich  .f  Takinit  advantage  of  the 
general  confusion  which  had  prevailed,  Bale  fled  from  hia 
convent,  nnil  net  out  by  preachins  aedition  iirat  in  York  and 
aflerwanla  in  London,  for  whicli  he  waa  caat  into  priaon. 
Hero  he  would  have  rcinaincil,  hiiil  he  not  abandoned  hia  faith: 
Dale  became  an  npmtiite;  made  u|i|ilirntinn  to  Cromwell,  and 
w:ia  set  at  liberty.  Not  meeting  with  mucli  encouragement  in 
England,  he  made  bis  way  into  (iermany ;  but  that  country 
having  been  already  ovcratocked  with  too  much  merchandiie 
of  the  same  description,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  rej'ornuri 
there  and  set  suil  for  Ireland.  Soon  after  the  meeting  already 
mentioned,  Ilule  waa  conaecrated  by  George  lirown,  and  placed 
in  the  see  of  Osaory.  The  infninoua  conduct  of  this  intruder, 
during  the  low  months  which  he  spent  in  Kilkenny,  waa  not 
to  bu  tolerated  by  the  Cnthulic  inhnbitanta  of  that  city;  for 
while  ho  was  in  the  act  of  reviling  their  religion,  and  of  making 
n  jest  of  their  fiiith,  ho  waa  aasailed  by  the  |X)nulace;  five  of  hit 
domestics  were  aluin,  and  he  himself  narrowly  escaped.  Bale 
enjoyed  his  ill-gotten  dignity  but  six  months,  when  Mary 
ascended  the  tlironc.  Dreading  tliat  vengeance  would  at 
lengtli  overtake  him,  ami  feeling  no  burning  desire  for  enjoy- 
ing the  palm  of  martyrdom,  ho  suddenly  disappeared,  and  took 
refuge  ni  Switierlund.  John  Bale  never  returned  to  Ossory ; 
during  the  reign  of  Kliznbeth  he  came  back,  it  is  suuf.xtQ  Eng- 
land, where  ho  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  comparative 
obscurity,  and  died  about  tho  year  1563.^ 

Brown,  Staples,  ami  Bale  may  serve  as  excellent  samples  of 
the  other  reformers  of  tho  sixteenth  century.  These  are  tho 
sort  of  chnracters  that  came  over  to  this  country  from  England, 
to  turn  into  scorn  that  ancient  and  venerable  faith,  by  the 
belief  and  practice  of  which,  in  tho  days  of  our  sainted  fore- 
fathers, the  name  of  Ireland  was  extolled  over  Europe.    The 

*  Ityi'iier,  t«ni.  XT.  i>.  2(M>.  f  £kri|>torei  Britaii.  cent  riii. 
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('vpiiiUU,  llu'  J'  niriin,  iiinl  llu'  Aii;.'iHtliii'»  iif  rormrr cIiivh  nr  • 
l<i  hiiik  ill  llii!  >li.i'li — tlic  rutlii'i's  iif  uiili<|iiity  Miiv  nil  iii  llh' 
iliiik — till'  «li"lv  C'liiiilian  wiirlil  hih  uw  lurliinrlifily  I'liam, 
iivcT  wliiili  llti'  irlnimi  iiml  lnn'ruit  ol  iii;<lit  liu<l  luiii  ImviriiiL' 
f(ir  lifhi'ii  liiiii'li'i'il  viMrn,  iiiilil,  lit  li  iiylli,  111"  ilivurco  of 
lli'iirv  VIM.,  I.illlii'i'a  <lUii|||i«liitiii('iit.  iiii'l  till'  lii'li  pIiiiiiUt  iif 
llio  nlliir  mill  s^illiliiiiry,  riii-'i'il  ii|i  Mich  iiii'ii  in  (io(ir;;ii  Ilriivvii 
iiikI  .IiiIiii  IIiiIi'.  »iiiI  iIo-'  iiionii'iit  tlii'y  U|>|h'iii'('i|,  iiI1\v:i9  bri^lit- 
nc«'<,  forsiMilli,  iiii.l  ill'  worlil  was  ii(?niii  C'iillj.|itL'iii;i|  I  Tluir 
i|iialitii'aliiiiiH  us  tluMiliii>iniiH,  ami  tlicir  ailiiiiralilo  inulliiul  nf 
ronsoiiiii);,  uiv  i'lc'|!aiUlv  uf  u  jiiofc  willi  llio  iist  of  lliiii- 
I'liarurUT.  When  iit  tfii-  incoliiij;  rniivoiieil  In  the  lunniil 
I'lininlii'r,  tlu'  |ii'iituit<'  »itli  his  int'lutci  haili|iiitti'il  lliuiiiii>c'iiilily, 
and  Ui'owii  lial  tal<>  ii  the  |ii<i('liiiiiall<in  in  Iim  hands,  ho  Miii»l 
up  unit  aildicswd  tliL-,i>  wiirdt  to  the  leu  imliviiliials  wIid  ha  I 
Htill  rcinaiiH'd  in  llic-  rnuiii;  "'I'liis  iirdtr,  i^'imd  liiutl'ivn,  it. 
from  our  f;iui'iiiiiK  kin;,'  and  from  tlu)  rest  if  unr  hivthrcn  in 
Kn^^land,  unto  whom  I  Kiihiiiit,  as  did  Chrinl  to  Cu'sar,  in  all 
lhiiif;s  junt  and  huv  fill,  niakiii;;  no  i|iU'iiti<'ii,  \vli\  or  wlieivfoiv; 
OS  wc  own  liiiii  (Mir  true  and  l.iwliil  kiiij;.'  *  'I'iio  cxcclUncc  of 
thia  ri'asonini.'  can  ho  c>|nallcd  ipiily  W  iho  cmi-isK'ncy  whiyli 
■  niii8t  at  once  a]i|ie.ir  hetviccn  the  rdiedieiit  lanu'ua;;e  of  this 
liriuf  address,  and  the  |.riiici|ilu  of  indi\idiial  judgment,  of 
which  these  dou'innti-^ei-s  hi  1  made  m)  fjreat  a  l.oast.  Tile  aitll- 
hislio|)  lli'own  »ill  put  no  (|iiustioii — not  es en  why  or  where- 
fore; and  jet  will  he  tell  his  followers:  Take  eliu,Sei  iptnre — 
nsk  why  and  whi'iefore — acknowledge  no  tribunal,  and  ho 
your  own  judf;e  rif  coiitroveiNy. 

Tlio  pnlilic  di^pntalion  wliicli,  at  llie  fpecial  desire  of  tlio 
viceroy,  had  taken  place  -null  alter  in  St.  AlaryV  Abliey,  in  the 
|ircsoiice  of  the  elei':;y  and  a  v.et  eoncpiii-e  of  people,  had 
nearly  coiitrihnted  to  ;^i\e  the  fatal  blow  to  l'i'otesianti:iiii  in 
Irelaiiil.l  The  ih  etriiies  id  the  Calholic  Cliiinh  were  poHei- 
fully  delended  by  the  pi  incite  ;  while  Siaples  of  Me.ith  appeaiv  1 
as  the  advocate  i,f  the  heteiiidox  parly.  The  Calliolics  ill 
tiiiimph  chiiiiied  the  honour  of  victor)  ;  hut  wealth  and  titles 
were  ndvaiilaees  which  cMliisiMly  beloiifred  to  ihu  slate 
party,  and  rciilered  tln'iii  as  obstinalu  in  ,ll,eir  iiio\eiiieiits  as 
ever.  After  litis  sij.'iial  defeit,  it  wti^  apprehended  that  an 
attempt  would  haie  b,  en  made  on  the  life  of  tiicdibidn-p 
buwdull;  at  all -events,  the  kiii^;  .viel  cniimil  id  i:ii!.'.lanl 
deprived  him  of  the  title  of  primate,  which  was  e. inferred  ■m 
the  see  of  Dublin,  aiiil  he  «us  soon  after  ohliuel  to  «illi  Ir.iw 
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t'l    till-  I'i'iiliiii'iii.      An    Kn^'lii'liiiinii,  iiiiiiiil  (jiiii'l,iuri'<   tv.i, 

slllxlillllol   ill  lli'<  |rllll'l',    mill    nil    iImj     filling  III;,'   ri'lll'lllll'V     WUH 

I iTiliM  liv  IlioHii,  III  till'  i':iilii"li'al  i<(  Cluiit  (  liiii't'li. 

Ilril'o,  lliMMlfi,  mill  |ii'(iiiiiM-4,  iMi'i'  iiiiv\  liilil  mil  in  ^'I'wit 
nl>iin>l:iiii'(.';  Htiiliniin  iif  trust  iilhl  Ikhhiiii'  »ii'i'  |iiv»i'iitt>'l  tii  tlia 
liiity;  |>ri>iiiiilioiiH,  wcultli,  uimI  iili'iitiirc,  lu'iv  pl.ii'iil  lirfiiro 
lllo  L'Vrt  111  lln'  rli'rj.'r.  Ti'  tlii'^i  niiiir  of  llio  lil-.li  )irii'»lli<«)il 
In)  it  sl^ili'il,  III!  tliuvi!  nlliiriiii;  lc>iii|tt.iiii>iH  to  iicrriiiiiv  liiul 
Ihm'ii  hpuriiiiil  mill  ticntcl  willi  I'lintriiijit.  Out  of  iho  uliols 
i'|iivo|i:il  lioily,  lis  it  sliioil  in  tlii'  luf'iiiiilii^  of  llu'  rci>;M  of 
KdHiiril  VI  .iiotoiif  colli.!  Ill'  iiiiliiOMi  to  iiUnii'loii  tlii'  ii'lijjiou 
<if  Ills  f{itlii'i>,  i\>('|it  Si.iiili  s,  lii^lio|i  of  Mi'utii,  tii),'itlii'r  with 
MuU(>lii»  of  Donii,  iiii'l  Uiirl^i'  of  Clniifcrt,  liotli  of  wlioin, 
liniliir  tin;  inlliU'iici'  of  tlicir  :iv:irl<>ioiiH  proiit'ti'ltiL's,  tiiitl  lon^ 
iiilico  Hnli-.i'iilnMl  to  the  srliiiniiiliiMl  luvt-iloc'ti'iiiit  of  Henry 
VIII.  !tl'^i(lln  Hull',  of  tvlioin  iiienlion  li:is  liei'milreidy  niaile, 
tliero  weiu  Rome  few  |iiiest»  weak  lUi'l  wiikecl  enoiiL!li  to 
follow  IiIh  e\aiii]ile;  ami  tin-He,  iiiniiei  I  lately  iifterllieinipoHtaey, 
were  reeoiiipeii-eil  hIiIi  mitre'.,  rielieij,  ami  plea-'ine-".  in  ex- 
c'lianije  for  their  faith.  The  imiiiher  of  these  ei'ele>iaitii'H  wat 
not,  iinh-c'l,  eoii'.i'ler.ilile — three  only  are  ineiitioiied  in  any  of 
our  aiillii  nlie  animh;  namely,  liohert  I'ravei-,,  Thomas  l/iin- 
c'jslei',  uiiil  William  Casey.  Travers  was  eon'.eei'.iteil  lilsliop 
of  l.ei^ihlin  in  I-'liO,  ami  lierame  the  lirnt  ri'oie>taiit  lii'.lio|i  of 
.  that  atielent  -u'e.  Ware  re|ii'e>enti  liiin  im  a  ernel  ami  eovetoiiH 
nmii,  aii-1  an  o|ipr»'i-or  of  tie-  elerjiiy;  the  name  writer  refei'J 
to  the  leslinioiiy  of  Thaileii^  Dowliiif;,  i-haiieellor  of  I.eijililili, 
a»  Ills  anihorily.*  lianeaster  was  eonieer.ited  iliirin^' tile  same 
year  hv  llrimii,  ami  phiceil  in  the  hii'  of  Kihiaie.  The  reve- 
nues of  that  tlioee'e  not  liaviii;;  heen  eo^tslileivd  stillieiently 
niMpIo  to  meet  the  vnriou-i  demands  of  Ills  e\tra\a};anef,  the 
deanery  o(  Kllkeimy  «a»  uiinexed  as  a  »ii|i|.lemeiil  to  It  I.nii. 
caster  und  Tr-ivi  i-,  were,  however,  idpli;;ed  to  retire  in  the 
iei({n  of  iineeii  .Marv;  they  were  lioili  d''|ioseil  hy  (ieorjio 
Donilall,  iirililil<ho|i  of  Ann  ifrli.  The  thii'l  iiidivi  liial,  Wil- 
liam Casev,  was  e(in-*eei'ale<l  liliewi-e  liy  lir.ivMi  in  l.^.M.aml 
was  iinmedlalely  after  |iroiiioled  to  the  liislioprle  of  l.imeiuk  f 
A»  soon  (IS  .Maryhe;;aii  to  remove  iutrmlersoiit  of  tlieClnircli, 
Ciisuv,  like  his  eompani'iii.  ,l<diii  I'lile  of  ( l-soiy,  judged  it 
more  |irmlent  to  retreat  Innn  the  eonlliet;  he  airordinyly  re- 
tired in  eoniiiaiiy  with  his  wife  to  some  part  of  llie  eonlinent. 

Uiirinj;  the  "reiirii  of  Udward  VI.,  iiotwith^tan.lini;  the 
various  means  that  had  been    resorted  to,  the  eause  of  I'roles- 
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|.|ili,i a'lc  MH  lllllf  pi'iLT.*-  ill  Ii.l.iiil      'rii«  Kii^ilisli  In- 

li.iMlaiil-  III  ill''  piK'.  >>'<  ">'l  '■-•  ll"  ii.ilivi'  Ii'IbIi,  i)|ii'iily 
ili'iiiiiiiH'v"!  il  ai  .III  liiii'i\.itiiiii ;  nil  I  mIiiti'vit  iis  i|iM'lrlnt.'9  lia<l 
III  III  ciri'iihiliil,  ti'iMi'lurv,  Iiii'liiili'iK'i',  iih'l  ruin  nirr  liul  u 
fi'»  1,1  lilt'  iiiiiiy  i'\ila  »liii'li  iiiH'i'.inilily  IwlliiMril  in  its  triilii.* 
I'.ilnui'l,  liuni'Vir,  i'iiiitiiiiK'<l  lo  r<'i;jii  liiit  vix  vi'iirs,  litu 
iMiMiilii,  iiii'l  ti>»nly'l>«<<  ilay*!  iii'l  M.iiy  iinL'cii'lL'l  the  tliruiiu 
(III  llii'  liili  <>(  July,'  iy>:\. 

'I  111'  r  ■  Icinitiiiii  iif  tlie  lUiciiiil  nliKinii  "f  lli«  ciiiiiitry,  llio 
I't'tiirii  'it  l!i('  piiiii.iti',  uii'l  tlu-  reiiiuviil  iit'  iiiiiii'ii'.tl  i  ccti-st  iittii'*, 
mil  till'  |'rln<'i|iil  I'viiili  ill. it  ('lnir,ii'li'ii/.i'  llu'  ruicii  nt'  tlilt 
|>tiiiaFs4.  Ai  till'  tiiiio  of  l)l»iii'>l)  ilf.itli,  iiml  iliiriiiu'  tlii' 
ii'l*iiii''initiiiii  lit  (Viitlis,  llic  stall' iif  ('iitimlii'iiy  In  Iri'luii  1 
ili'|iliir,ilili'.  Till'  ilir;.'y,  in  ni.iiiy  |iliici  t,  wi-ri'  iilili;.'t'il  I.) 
ri'll'i'  iiml  C'lnri'ul  ilieiii^i'hi'4  linin  tlu'  iiii'y  nf  tluir  |ini'''iit'rit; 
Ih'S  iuhI  iilai'r'i  of  \vor?*lii|i  wi-rr  clo-.t'l,  tho  I'i'li'Li'aliun  iif 
till'  VviiiL'  iii\»liTii's  was  Mi-piii  Inl,  iiilil  ri'li^ii'ii  ii|i|H'airil  to 
liiiM'  liSdi  llii'i'itcnt''!  willi  all  ilielmnoriii'f  nuii^jiiiiiary  |iiT-".'- 
*  iilliin.  Hhix  i'ii'iu'o,  li'iui'MT,  iiitirffiri!,  aii'l  iiii  Mai'y'ti  ii*'- 
ri>i>siiin  to  ll\tliiiiiii',  till'  clirf.'y  won,'  :i;;ain  [ilair'l  imr  lliiir 
(li'il\H,  wliiii' \ii'  fiiimlnof  oilier  mill  of  nimalily  liojjan  Id 
I  >n;;ratiil"li'  ifii'li  olliui'  on  tliv  aiitlei|>att'il  iliiwiil'all  of  novvlly, 
mill  on  llio  iJipl'V  ri-.tiirilioli  of  iTi'lr^ia^liial  iliiciiiliiiu  nil  I 
f  '1  lie  ri'tiini  of  (ii'or;/'-'  I'owilall  to  tin?  iirclii'-- 
if  AniiaL-'li,  in  l.'ijil,  oave  ri'iility  to  tlicst' cxpi'i- 
I  itioiii^  No  nooni'i'  lial  lliis  I'M'ilJifit  iirolatii  luin  ri'|ilat'cil  in 
llii  hl'o,  than  In'  ciiiiini'nci'il  tin'  real  work  of  ri'li;;iouii  rufnrni. 
I'or  tlii.i  |)iir|Hnc  lie  uonVL-ni'd  a  national  svnnil  in  Si.  IVti'r'H 
Clinrcli  at  bioi.'lii'ila,  at  wliiili  alniost  all  tin.'  Catholic  bv>lni|i« 
of  tJiL' kinji'loni  atliiiili'l.  "In  it,"  •^ays  WaiT,  "several  do- 
(I't'i'swi'iv  inaili'  for  n-vivinj;  the  rituM  that  hail  been  forinerly 
prai'tise'l  in  tin' Cliiiiih,  alul  soiiil'  ih'ireps  were  also  pirsoil 
ttj/ainii  eciU'iia-'liial  ililiaiU'lni's."  On  the  follow iiii;  A|'ril, 
l.V'il,  the  iM'iinali',  tomllnr  with  William  WaUli,  iloctnr  of 
(litiiiity,  aii'l  allerHai'ls  hitlio|i  of  .Mealli,  reciiveil  a  royal 
C'lllnlni^sl'ln,  invemini:  tlii'in  wiih  anthorily  to  iiroeeeil  apiilist 
lainiorul  eeelesiasliis,  aii'l  lu  ilejaise  llio.se  [irelates  who,  by  their 
recieaney,  hail  iliniu  such  iiiisiliief  to  the  lohl  of  ('hrist. 
Ai-eonliiiHly.  on  the  2'.Hh  of  June.  Kl\ar.l  Staples,  lii»ho|i  of 
Mi-atli,  "as  removeil  fmiii  his  see.  llioiMi,  arelihisliii|i  of 
l>nl.liii,  was  unnislieil  in  the  s.iiue  niaiini  r,  ami  ininieiliately 
after,  Laiieasler  of  KilJaiv,  aiij  Tiaveia  uf  l.uiglilin,  weiu  liki;- 
wise  ilepijscj.t 
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I  ll»  iiri'liii'i  inrii|uil  vciif  Diililiii  li:uiil^  liinv  liordliir  kllLMliI 
I  V  llii'  ri'iiioviil  of  (ji'>ir);<t  llrunii,  lliii.'li  Ciirniii,  n  iiulitv  nl' 
WiHtniiifi'luiiilalilrc,  iirrlnli'iiroii  of  <)\riii'<l,  iiiiil  iliiipliiin  In 
lliii  (|ii('>'ii,  »:i4  ii|i|Hiini('il  ti>  miri'cccl  liiiii,  ami  na«  oiiiinrniti'il 
ill  St.  I'liiil'ii  (jliiirrli,  hiiiiiluii,  in  Si'|iti'iiil«'r,  l.'iA6.  Uii  liia 
<li'|iiirliin'  fur  livlaml,  lu'  wuh  fiii'iiinliol  wjili  a  Icllir  fi'nm  licr 
iiiaj.nty  li)  llic  clean  (nil  cliapler  nl  ('liri«t  L'liiiiili,'  wliloli 
mark  iif  royal  loii'lrsi'iniiiiin,  tliu  art'lilii'lin|i  Oiirnin  aflcr- 
wjIiIh  vi'rv  baillv  r<'|uiii|.  During  lliv  rii;,'ii  of  Maiv  Im  n|>- 
IxMiri'il  n  linn  sii|i|<iirlvr  ul  Callutliiilv,  lait  nli<  n  that  |irinci'>^ 
Klin  iiiinioro,  aiKitliat  rriiti'stanllsiii  liail,  in  all  im  torrnrs.  bii-i. 
Ii'vivfcl  iiiidcr  Klizaljclli.  till'  uii>;ialcfiil  Cnrniii  Imcot  all  liis 
forinor  |>i'iiU"<tatioiiH,  and  liicaiiK',  if  iiosiilili.',  tncn  a  iinuv 
iibandiiiii'  I  (diaractiT  than  llruwii,  lii!i  liclcrudo.x  iTi'dvicMur 
ill  I  III'  ii'o. 

Till'  ri;!i)riiii«  moniiire^  pursni'd  at  lliis  tiino  in  England  Iiy 
tliu  (|iit'ciiit  iiiinisli'iii,  an.'  inndiiniu'd  liy  miiliu  and  justiticci  hy 
nlluri.  t)ni>  tliiii;;.  luiwuvi'r,  it  certain,  tnitli  »tand.H  not  in 
need  (if  niii-li  nii.xiliaiy;  and  |i:irlit'iilarly  tliu  Iriitlin  uf  tlii' 
Calliiilio  Cliiirili.  Tlii'Hii  ri''t  nut  mi  tin;  teritirn  of  the  rack 
«r  of  ilie  |iilii>ii,  Init  on  llic  fonndalion  of  llio  rock,  nplield  bv 
till'  niiirrin};  lu'inilHen  of  Cliriitt  liiinsulf.  During  the  reiieti- 
lien  of  tlii'se  frightful  Heenei,  it  ii  reinarkahle  lliat  no  blood 
hail  been  ^piit  in  Irelainl  on  the  M'oru  of  ivli);ion.  An  iii- 
iierent  i;eneri>!<ily,  and  that  Rpirit  ol  foruivpni  .si  so  jieculiar 
to  IriMliiiien,  may  satlafuetorily  nceniint  lor  this  most  Imppy 
circuniHlance.  Moreover,  the  very  iiicoii>iderablo  pro/;ress 
i\  hioli  I'rolcslantisni  had  at  thai  lime  made  in  IielumI,  anil  the 
I'lait  of  individiia!!!  by  uliom  it  wai  aiUocaled,  had  tended  to 
create  ainonj;  all  rankn  one  general  feelinj;  of  contempt,  rather 
ill. Ill  any  aeilliiiient  of  satialaetion  or  revcn^'e.  It  in  well 
known  tliat  He\  era!  Kurdish  families  had  at  that  period  repaired 
to  this  country,  uluri'  tliey  found  a  ho.ipilabie  atyluiu.  and 
wero  sheltered  from  the  fury  of  the  hiDriii,  liy  the  {,'eiK'rouj 
niid  iiobleinindi'il  Catholics  of  Ireland  f 

On  the  accession  of  Kli/abetli  to  iho  throne,  in  l.'iSH,  n 
new  era  coininences,  and  in  the  ^.lcred  name  ol  the  (lO-^pel  of 
peace,  torrents  of  (hrislian  bloo  I  are  let  How.  Kliz.ibetli,  by 
educaliiin  a  bijj^ol,  and  by  nature  nn  unprincipled  disseniblcr, 
bad  already  resolved  to  uphold  I'lotcHtaiillsni,  and  cause  it!l,to 
be  established  tlii'oii(;liout  her  doiiiiniona.  it  was  the  only 
ctiance  she  had  of  kccpiiii;  the  sceptre  secure  in  her  hands. 
Hy  the  Jiope,  and  l^the  laws  of  flie  Calliolic  Church,  the  was 
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drcUrail  illcailiinaU) ;  for  wliicli  roniun,  liml  >lie  prnfnMil 
('«lli<>licily,  Tier  riaiiii  to  (hi)  tliroiis  wu  ii|Miit,  inil  Mary 
quacn  of  N<-oti  wniilit,  hy  li'Kitiiniilo  ili-nrcnl,  liavo  the  iMiit 
riKl't  to  llio  rriiurn  ol'  KnuUnil.  Ili-ii»a  KliMlietli  whu  ilriven 
III  tli«  alliTiiiitivu  riltier  of  rcnniim-iii);  lirr  title,  sikI  of  Mn)( 
i>ii|i|iliinl(M|  hy  II  rival,  or  of  aniTiliiiiiK  cniiiii'it'iu'i',  aTAl  |>ni- 
I'luliiiiii);  liiTiii  II  lliu  nilvoniti'  o|  I'riiti'iitiiiillHiii.  '!lii>  UtliT 
wilt  ailoptiMJ,  mill  tliii  nii'iiiia  »liirli  aim  i'iii|ilovi'<l  auHiiii'iitly 
•viiire  what  Mrro  tin'  iintiirHl  fvi'liii^a  of  jii-r  iiiiii<l  ami  liunrt. 
Fur  tliv  |>iiriinii-  iif  oviTtlirnwIii);  tlio  aiiciiMit  ftiith  of  Iri'lanil, 
anil  of  ruimii);  I'mlcHliiiili'im  on  iiii  riiinn,  KliuilH'tli  renolvpii 
tu  ilraw  tlui  nwiiril,  anil  by  |H'nul  ediclii,  foriu  liur  Catliolic 
aiilijei'i*  to  iiirriMiilcr  tliu  ri-li|.;iiin  of  tlivir  country  unil  their 
fathura. 

Ill  l.^.'iil,  the  lord  ili>|iutv,  Thomn"  I'nrI  of  Suhhox,  recelvml 
onlvm  to  aiiniinon  ii  |uirliiuiiviit.  At  that  time  the  wliolo 
(lopulution  nf  ft-vlnnil,  Imlh  in  niul  out  of  tho  |wle,  wvro 
iilinoat  wilhiiiit  an  c.xcuption  Cutliolira:  out  of  every  ten 
llioiiHnnil  tlioro  wns  nenreely  one  of  iiny  other  ileiinniiiiation— 
in  fuet,  tlio  );rent  hulk  nf  the  nnlion  knew  not  even  llio 
meanin);  of  tho  woi-il  I'rotenlniit.  The  imrlinnient,  which  hiiil 
been  iHiekeil  un  thia  oceiision,  wna  little  more  tluiii  a  le^ishitivo 
iniH'kery;  oiie-hiilf  of  the  nntioii  liuvin);  heeii  diafiunehiKml,* 
and  even  the  few  who  had  bi'en  anmmoneil  (neveiity  aix  in 
nunihcr)  wero  notorioualy  hired  inhiiona— brilieil  and  corrupt 
tools  in  the  lianiU  of  the  ^'overnnient.  The  noblea  of  tlia 
country  wero  at  llio  time  Ciitliolica-.t  those,  therefore,  hod 
iH'en  I'lirafiilly  evlndeil.  In  abort,  aa  Hooker  remarks,  "  thia 
assenibly  whs  more  like  n  beiir-lieatiiiK  of  disorderly  persona, 
than  n  piirlimiient  of  wise  and  uravv  iiien.'t  ''<  '''■'  pi'iilli>;iilo 
ami  packed  |iarliiinienl,  the  first  pennl  statutes  hail  licen  friimod 
for  Btrippinu  the  Irish  of  their  reli);i<>n,  and  setting' up  I'ro- 
testantisin  in  its  pbico.  The  fnllowinf;  acts,  selected  us  a 
s|H>ciinen,  may  serve  to  );lve  the  reader  some  notion  of  the 
i)orsecutiii(;  spirit  by  wliicli  tliu  Icgialnturu  had  at  thia  time 
been  actuated. 

I  — "  Any  clergyman  who  refuses  to  use  the  liook  of  common 
prayer  in  Ins  church,  or  who  used  niiy  other  form  of  worship, 
rile,  ceremony,  or  manner  of  celebraliii);  the  Lord'a  Siip|K'r, 
optnlij  orjiri'ri'/y,  than  wns  lui>l  down  in  tho  said  book  of  com- 
mon pr.i\er,  was  to  forfeit  all  the  prolit  or  income  of  his 
benefice,  fur  one  year,  and  also  sufler  inipriayiiincnt  for  six 

•  Li'lsail,  V.  ii.  l>.  27'i.  t  Aiialwts  Socm,  i^art  i.  i».  47. 
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montlii.  II. — K(ir  llio  uprond  (iRimn',  lio  win  to  forfeit  hil 
intmiiu  fur  evvr,  unci  Hiill'ur  linpriiuiiiiiii'iit  at  iili'aaiire.  III.— 
For  llie  thiril  ollriice,  liii  wim  to  milKr  iiiipniiiiiiinvnt  for  life. 
IV. — IjiyiiicM,  fur  till'  timt  <iH'viii'ci,  wvr«  to  iinilcr^tn  iiiiprlann- 
inont  for  oiu<  yenr;  nn<l  for  tin'  n'cnii'l,  inipri'oiiiii«>nl  for  lif*. 
V  — Kvi-ry  (itTMin  in  lliv  klii^ilciiii,uliM'iiliiif(  liimm'lf  from  tlia 
iiBiinl  pliK'i'  Hliiim  cooiimin  prnyi'r  wim  ri'itil  on  Siindiiyii  I>>«1 
lioliiluy*,  wu  Miliji'i't  to  a  Hum  of  twi-lvir  |M>ni-i',  nml  uUo  to 
Uit  ctiiMitm  ()/  (A«  Chiireh."'  Ity  I'vprcns  cnaclnmnl*,  all 
np|)oiU  to  lioiiic  ivrrii  utrictly  fi>rlii<liltMi;  tlio  liiwa  re)(i>rilin){ 
ri'liKion  which  liinl  heon  I'lint'ti'il  in  th«  rfi);n  of  Marr,  wi'ru 
nniiulleil,  and  iivi-ry  iiiiliviiliml,  whvlhcr  luy  or  PccleHiiiatlr,  ill 
ponaoaiiioii  of  livin^i  or  ottioea  \|iiia,  iinilcr  K  |Hiiiulty  of  forfuit- 
in)(  lh«  aniiio,  olili^tMl  to  coiiii'  foriviu'il  nml  liiku  llit  oath  of 
(uyirifiniii'y  TIii'm-  iii'ta  of  opprcnHJoii  filli'il  tho  comilry  witli 
dimniiy:  llii>  diiirrlii's  U'raniu  cli-»<rluil,  tliK  cliT^'y  liuil,  in  iiioHt 
phu-va,  Ill-ill^  iililixcil  to  lly  anil  eonix'ul  tliimiaplvoa  in  thu 
rvcvaaca  of  tli«  mountain,  wliilu  ovi-ry  nnprinciplrd  hypocritu 
wna  at  lilicrty  to  tt-ur  down  thu  alliir,  phnxlur  the  church,  ami 
pollut»  the  suncluury.  "  All  over  thu  kin^tdoni  (aayi  |,eUnd) 
thu  |HM>plv  wcrii  loft  without  any  rt'li^iiona  wondiin;  and  under 
prctiMicu  of  <ih«>ying  thu  order  of  «tule,  they  aeized  all  the  nnwt 
valiiulilo  furnituru  of  tho  churcheH,  which  they  oxponcd  to  aals 
without  decency  or  reserve. "t  While  thu  |K'o|ila  of  Ireland 
evinced  iin  heroic  deterniinatiiui  to  auH'er  ileatii  luioner  than 
renounce  the  religion  of  their  fujhera,  tho  innovaloni  on  their 
|i.irt  denionHtnitcil  thiit  hlood,  aiicrilegc,  and  licenliuuHneaa  were 
thu  frightful  hut  fuvaurito  ohjecia  they  hud  contemplated. 
That  thia  truth  may  Im>  placet!  Iwforo  the  render  in  »n  un- 
queationnlile  point  of  view,  we  aliall  take  tho  liherty  of  liriufly 
referrinj;  to  the  testimony  of  aoniu  of  lludr  own  writers. 
"  Whatever  diaordern  (aaya  S|K'ncer)  you  aee  in  the  estnhli.ihed 
church  llirou);h  Kn^lund,  you  muyflmie  here,  nnd  many  inoru 
-^namely,  ifntKfe  *i/hoh//,  grtedti trovefoH»Ufg8,Jti'^hti  ineontinenfi/t 
cuieleime  iltmlh,  and  freneraiiy  all  ilimriUied  life  in  the  eoinmoii 
clerfjyinun.'t  "  So  deformed  and  overthrown  a  Ohurche  (aaya 
Siilney )  there  i«  not,  I  am  sure,  in  any  region  where  the  name 
of  Christ  is  profesaod.  Such  horrible  B|)ectnch's  there  oro  to 
bcholil,  as  thu  liurnin^  of  villaf{es,  the  ruin  of  churches,  yea, 
the  view  of  the  hones  and  akulla  of  the  dead,  who,  nartlie 
by  murder  pnrtiie  liy  faniyn,  have  died  in  the  neld.%us  in  truth 
burdliu  any  Christian  with  driu  eies  cudld  behulde."$  "  I  knew 
.4 

•  l.ili  st^l.  p.  aal  ■  t'Ulan.l,  T  II  p  174. 
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it  wu  liail  (ulmorvn  Sirnffunl),  very  Iwil  in  Iruluml,  but  tluil 
it  wiu  Ko  ntark  nnii^lu,  I  iliil  nut  Iwlieve."*  "  'I'lirre  worn 
fuw  cliniclioa  lo  rvmirt  to  (uy«  Loland),  few  Ipuclu'ra  to 
vxliiirt,  fi'wcr  atill  wlio  coiiM  lie  iiniluritiKHl,  itml  Hlnioat  all, 
nt  Ivafit  r<tr  lliu  grvuler  |iart  uf  llii»  Tv'ign,  of  (citiiduluiia  in- 
■ulHcifin-y."f 

Siieli  aro  llie  <:linru<'t('rH,  nlio  aaino  over  to  tlila  conntry  In 
tlio  ilxti-oiAli  cvnliiry,  for  tliu  piiriiiwc  of  niiiettinu  the  aiicivnt 
rvli^'ion  of  tlio  nhlliiii.  Tliuiu  aru  lliu  imliviilimbi,  wltli  tlieir 
i/rtiu  tiiiion'j,  f/rteilij  evvetuimnnt,  jtffhi/  iiieoiitiiienru,  anit  dU- 
vnhrtil  lieei,  hIio  IiiiiI  tliu  Inirofiicvd  ini|iit'ly  to  (iiill  down  tli«  - 
altiira  vrcvtud  ami  n-vi-rvil  liy  tli«  aalnti'd  lutlivrii  of  the  Iriih 
I'liiiri'li,  triini|ilu  on  tlic  crou  i>f  C'iiriat,  iin<l  i'xjhiau  tliu  lacred 
vtui'l*  of  tile  aanctiiry  for  mile  in  tliti  iiublii-  niurkct. 

It  inimt  not  he  >ur|iriiiin)(  that  miuli  nncxainiili'd  outrago  on 
tlio  ft'i'lin^a  of  the  nation  uliiiulil.liavo  iiroiliu'cd  tliu  moat 
formiiliililu  reliction.  O'Niil  in  tliu  iiortli,  and  Ueainond  in 
tilt;  siinlii,  Imil  rt'counwi  to  nrnii;  tliu  tiTrori  of  civil  war 
k|iri'nd  from  onu  extrcmitv  of  tli»  kin((dom  to  tliu  otiior;  what 
uit'iiiH'il  from  tliu  nword  h'll  a  viotini  to  the  Haiiiua,  wliilo  the 
wliolu  facu  of  the  conntry  pn'^i'iitud  the  hiiluona  apectaclu  of 
^oiio  ^ruiit,  iiiili«<'riiiiiiiutu,  niiliniial  slau);litcr-lioul(e.  In  Iho 
niidnt  of  tliuKu  awful  Hcuiiua,  tliu  Catholic  (iriuiitliood  of  Ireland 
Ktouil  hy  the  |H>ople;  many  of  thuiii  «anic  forth,  like  the 
niarlyra  of  old,  ami  publicly  preached  against  thuau  noveltic*, 
now  attempted  to  be  forcud  u|Hin  the  nation.  Anions  tlieae 
a|x>iitolii-  men,  William  Walali,  a  native  of  Waterfurd,  and 
bialiop  of  Mciitli, ■food  most  coiiHpicAuat  lie  denounced  th« 
innovatora  at  'I'rim  and  all  ovur  his  (Acese,  exposed  tlio  absur- 
dities of  tlioir  book  <if  common  prater,  and  proved  it  to  be  • 
coiii|Miund  of  ('alvinism,  Liilheniiiiam,  and  exjiloded  heresies, 
long  sinco  anuthumatlzed  by  the  Church  of  the  Christian 
world.  This  rcalous  iirclatu  wan  arrented  and  cast  into  prison. 
After  having  siiU'ered  many  indignities,  ho  was  at  length,  hy 
the  queen's  orilers,  banished  the  kingdom,  and  (in  1577)  died  Ul 
exilo  at  Compluto.  in  Hpiiin,  where  ho  was  interred  in  a 
niiinaatcry  of  the  Cistercian  (Jrder,  to  which  he  belonged. 
At  the  same  time  'rhuinas  l.cvcnius,  bishop  of  Kildare,  stooU 
forth  in  defence  of  the  Catholic  faith,  and  exposed  the  masked 
impiety  of  these  sidf-constitutcil  reformers.  lie  also  was 
Imuiicl  in  chains:  by  means  of  Ins  friends,  however,  he 
eflbctoJ  his  escajie,  and  afterwards,  in  order  to  gain  a  live- 
lihood, wai  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  opening  a  kIiuoI  at 
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liimerk'k  Tlii»  vi-ihthIiIu  ]ir<l«lf,  wormlnwii  Uy  t'lo  Iki'ii'I  of 
limo, mill  •inkiiiK In-iii'iilli  an iKCUiiiiiliiliiiii  of  •iimiring«, iliuil lit 
Niuii,  A  o.  IA77,»n  lliu  i-i^liili'tli  your  of  liU  «kp.* 

Niitwilli»tiiniliiiff  ili«  eniu'liiifiiti  of  iAAU,  ainl  the  mercilPM 
ri(;onr  nitli  wliii'li  tlivy  liml  ix'fn  fxi-culi'il,  tho  •■liTi'y,  Imtli 
(cTiiliir  iiii'l  D'^iiliir,  liiiil  fiiiiii'l  iiif:irii  of  liuliljn^  nit<i>tiii);s, 
mill  i(f  urruiifriiiK  lln'ir  «i'i:li'iiiii»tioul  niiirenn  oriM»ioiifilly  in 
Dublin.  l'"or  tlio  i)iir|io«P,  tliori-fiMv,  of  cxfiiKliiin  tliiMii  tuliilly 
(roiii  tliu  iiu'tro|>»liii.  lii»  uirl  of  Kiwx  iniineil  u  |>r>H'liiiimtliiii 
in  tj)i:),  liy  wliieli  itll  pripitio,  aceiihir  iiml  r(-i;iiliir,  were  intir- 
ilictcil  ('iiliiTto  nii'cl  or  to  tiiko  up  tlii-ir  uIhmIh  in  llioiMty;  this 
inHtriiiiii'iil  HUH,  nioriMivcr,  ai't'uiii|Hiiiiv>l  with  a  rfimhlicitiini 
of  tlid  ro«|iii'r  oilict,  olili;;ifr^'  ull  UvmU  n(  fiiniiliU'i  lu  *tlfn<l 
tli«  I'roti'iituiit  HTvic-u  oai'h  yuti<lur,  or  pny  tliu  lino  ([lecilicyl 
liy  luw  t  ' 

*  After  tlia  ile:ith  of  O'Ni-il,  tho  iiiiniitry  bt'cama  more  con- 
flilunt  ()f  •iii-i-eM,  iinil  inuiju  iiihlitioii:il  vll'orta  to  cxtiMnl  thi> 
nuii  law-n-li^iiin  over  tho  niuntry,  ^  Jlotween  the  >t>ilutO'lioiik, 
tho  infiirmcT,  nnd  tho  nworil,  wf  muv  rcoiiily  conci^'ive  wliat 
uiunt  linvK  hurii  the  iiii'hiiieholy  coinlilioii  of  the  ('hiirch  of 
Irvhinil  lit  this  |ierii»l.  Tht-  t'|ii!i('i>|i:il  nva  wiTe  lai<l  ilinolate; 
thu  imrinli  vhiinlivx  torn,  |>lu|»l<'r>'>l,  iin'l  proruiivil,  wvre  to  ho 
■veil  in  III!  ilirvclions  ^  tliu  kliifr<luiii  wiiliuut  viilier  a  |uiil<ir 
or  a  luiij^'rotfation,  wliile^in  tliu  iiieaiiliinc,  whole  |;riiii|M  of 
un|irin(:i|ilv(|  ICiiKJish  ooelvHiustinil  ailvuiiturcra  were  draftvil 
uvt'r  into  Iri'lainl,  ami  on  llivi<u  tho  bialioprica  ami  other  churcb- 
di^nitii"!  wcri!  Jibunilly  cuiiferreil,  accor<lin)(  nn  the  Catholii: 
cliTjiy  had  iK-tfn  I'juc-led  out  of  tliu  iii*'»  ami  |iari«hc"i.  Thcao 
intruifcra,  iinniediatv^  on  tliuir  ap|ioilitiiu>nlj  nail  directions  lu 
luppri-ss  the  (^atholic  iiwVitu'tions  itp^Jnrl^aiiocffW^^ij^Wa, 
■ml  tn  cHdabliali  I'mleatant  s<!hairf!t*on  (lu'ir  li>uuii:ilion4^^»>a 
cbmpli-to  ttiis  ayati'in  of  jiiv^dllu  ^iro!<idvti«iii,  ii  'orruK|M)iidiii^ 
code  of  laws  Iwd  bciM^frajned,  by  which  parents  were,  cuin- 
jteiled  tn  aend  theiruMTriren  to  thcsu  schimla:  the  violation  of 
the  stitute  was  afffeiidcd  witli.  |M'('iininry  lilies,  wjiich  were 
(Don  after  chiul^-d  i"lo  peiialtica-  for  In^h  treason.  In  the 
ineantiine  tluf  notorious'  proclanmtion  of  193!)  underwent 
another  eilwiin;  and  every  individual  in  the  kioKdnm  was 
nK'iin-  coiyniamled  ti^  come,  forwiiid  and  acknowleilge  tho 
»|>iritiiuiyiiiireiimcy  of  KII]!:ilK!lh.§ 

Kverr  means  wiihin  the  reach  of  refined  and  »yBt(«in!ilic 
cruelty  liad  been  now  employed,  to  icduce'<the  Outliolic  priext- 

•  W»n..  Ili.li..pa  i    Cot't  Hiit  o(  ln.|.  |i.  .WS.         »  Wnre'i  Ann«l«. 
t  lri»h  SutuU'a.  {•.  ;M(I.  J  I'etM  l^mUr.1,  C'liu  do  tA  c.  HI. 
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liuod  of  Ircliinil,  and  foira  from  tliu  people  a  surrender  of 
their  faith;  the  inf;entrity  of  the  iwrseciitors  had  heen  ex- 
hausted, liiit  the  reaults  wliieh  they  anticiiuiteil  were  far  from 
being  nttained:  the  (irmness  displayed  by  botli  priesta  and 
people  Iwcaine  the  admiration  of  their  very  ei^iies.  There 
nad  been,  indeed,  some  few  exceptions;  yet  when  the  history 
of  thcte  frightful  times  is  taken  into  account,  and  its  conse- 
quences in  Ireland  contrasted  with  that  melancholy  defection 
which  had,  to  a  great  extent,  taken  |>luce  in  other  countries,  it 
limst  ho  admitted,  that  the  fldelity  ut'  the  Irish  priesthood  had, 
at  this  time,  entitled  them  to  the  applause  of  all  the  great  and 
enlightened  nations  of  Eiiroiw.  From  among  the  whole  body 
of  tile  episcopal  order,  we  mid  but  two  solitary  individuals 
whose  a|Kntacy  staniU  on  record.  The  names  of  these  prelates 
are  Miler  Magnilh,  bishop  of  Down, and  afterwards  translated 
to  Cnsliel,  and  Hugh  Gurwiii,  archbishop  of  Dublin. 

Miler  Magrath  was  n  native  of  the  county  uf  Kermanitgh, 
and  had  at  an  enrly  ago  embraced  the  institute  of  St.  Francis.* 
That  sorilid  sgiirit  of  uvuricu  which  had  afterwards  so  inse|)ar- 
ably  pursued  him  through  life,  and  which  <lrcw  down  on  him, 
even  from  I'lotestant  writers,  such  severe  but  well-merited  re- 
proaches, seems  to  have  been  the  rock  on  which  the  faith  of 
this  prelatu  unfortunately  perishe^^The  indulgence  of  this, 
his  evidently  predominant  p^issi^HBad,  in  the  iirst  instance, 
disqualiiieil  him  from  embracing' TWt  humble  institute,  to 
which,  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  he  had  sokmnly  bound  himself, 
and  the  foundation  whereof  is  ])0verty— rigorous,  sublime, 
evangelical  poverty.  If  the  subsequent  events  of  his  lifo 
may  be  taken.  ns»  criterion,  it  would  appear  that  Miler 
Magrath  had  thus  made  his  way  into  the  sanctuary,  for  the 
purpose  of  advaiiciii)^  himself  ttf  sonic  station  in  which  wealth 
and  dignity  might  be  found  combined,  and  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  age,  rendered  instrumental  to  the 
gratiKclition  of  his  fav^iurite  |>U8sioii8,  However,  his  attention 
or  (as  authenticated  tradition  will  have  it)  his  unabated  obse- 
quiousness to  certain  high  personages,  both  in  S|>ain  and  in 
the  Netherlands,  had,  after  some  time,  brought  him  into 
notice.f  Ho  was  recommended  in  a  manner  the  most  flatter- 
ing to  Paul  v.,  and  by  provision  of  that  pontifi'  was  nltimately 
tttlvanced  to  the  see  of  Down.  Miler,  ndtwithstaliding  his 
consecration  and  canonical  appointiiiont  to  the  see,  was  refused 
IMMsession  of  the  temporalities.  .  He  evinced  for  some  time  u 
considenible'degreo  of    resigiialicni ;  despairing,  however,  ot 

*  MS.  ill  iBiliir.  Lovw.  t  M  !ul.  .'U 
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(ttainhig  the  object  on  wliicli  his  heart  waa  pUccil,  and  blinded 
by  that  |»u8ion  in  whitdi  he  had,  tlirough  life,  an  fonilly 
inilulf;od,  ho  loat  ai^lit  of  conscience,  aubmilted  to  Elizabeth, 
and  renounced  hia  religion.  For  tho  (>ur|>o9e  of  atimulating 
others  to  adopt  the  c):iiini>lo  of  tliia  fallen  prelate,  ho  waa  aoon 
after  tranalntcd  to  Clomicr,  and  from  thence  to  tlie  united 
•cea  of  Casliel  and  Enily,  in  Fobrnary,  1S71.  The  revenues 
of  tho  archdiocese  not  having  been  anfficient  to  meet  tho 
cravings  of  an  indulged  pnsition,  Milcr  made  still  further 
advant-ea,  and  obtained  a  cominondutory  grant  from  Elizabeth, 
by  which  lit!  held  tho  sees  of  Lismore  and  Wutorfonl  in  his 


r. 


isacsaion  for  a  iieri<)d  of  twenty-five  ycara.  Those  sees  he, 
lowcvtr,  resigned  in  1U07,  having  first  received,  in  the  shape 
of  retribution,  the  bishoprics  of  Killula  and  A(^<onry,  bath 
which  dioceses  ho  held  until  his  death.*  /AVhen  to  these 
wo  annex  the  vicarage  of  Kilnincallaii,  the  rectory  of  -Infra 
l)uo»  I'ontet,  in  Elphin,  tliu  rectories  of  Castle-Conor  and 
Skrino  in  the  iliocese  of  Killala,  and  the  prebend  of  Oougherne, 
with  the  rectory  of  Kilorbim  in  the  diocese  of  Aclionry,t  some 
esliniMto  may  be  formed  of  the  temporal  adyuntagea  which 
this  uuli»ppy  preluto  Iiad  derived  from  the  sacriiice  of  his 
conscience.  Mo  became  infirm,  and  had  been  confined  to  liii 
beil  during  the  last  two  years  of  his  life.  He  died  in  Decem- 
ber, l(i22,  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred  years. 

That  Miler  Magrath,  moved  at  the  recollection  of  hia  past 
career,  had  at  length  retracted  and  died  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Catholic  Church  is  a  tact  which,  notwithstanding  tho  con- 
trary assertion  of  I'rotestant  writers,  cannot  for  a  moment  bo 
i|Uestioned.  For  some  time  previously  to  his  illness,  this 
prelate  had  formed  the  determination  of  retracing  his  steps, 
and  to  this  etfuct  he  very  jirowrly  communicated  his  inten- 
tions to  the  reverend  Maurice  Ultun,  at  that  time  pruviricial 
of  the  Fninciscan  Order  in  Ireland,  This  excellent  su|>crior 
.undertook  with  readiness  the  execution  of  the  charitable  oflice 
now  confided  to  his  cure ;  he  repaired  to  Cashel,  and  at  tho 
eam^t  reijucst  of  Miler  himself,  hail,  without  delay,  letters 
official  addressed  to  tho  nuncio  apostolic,  residing  at  lirus.'iells, 
and  at  that  time  entrusted  with  t|io  management  of  the  Irish 
Church.  In  reply  to  this  communication,  the  father  provin- 
cial received  soon  after  a  most  satisfactyrvletter  from  the 
nuncio ;  whicli  document  having,  it  is  probable,  bcci^  never 
before  published,  and  being,  moreover,  elucidatory  of  the 
whole  subject,  we  ^hall  take  the  liberty  of  laying  before  llie 

\^ 
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reader,  botli  in  tlio  wnrcia  of  the  original,*  and  in  a  fair,  cur- 
*  rcct,  literal  trunslation. 

"  To  our  beloved  very  reverend  father  in  Christ. 

"  I  have  read  with  great  nttentinn  all  tlioso  particulars 
which  you  have  signifiud  to  mo  reg:irdln<;  the  individual,  tliu 
lord  Miler  Magratli.  I  jiraise  exceedingly  that  thought  which 
ho  has  manifested,  of  returning  back  to  the  bosom  of  the 
Church.  It  will  bo  in  your  power  seriously  to  exhort  him  not 
to  aluindon  the  resolution  which  he  has  formed,  but  rather 'to 
employ  all  his  strength  and  energy  in  bringing  it  to  an  issue ; 
and  for  this  purpose  let  him  depart  from  Ireland  as  soon  ns 
possible.  Anxious  ns  I  am  at  this  moment,  and  ardently  soli- 
citous for  his  salvation,  I  shall,  on  my  part,  receive  him  hero 
with  most  tender  alTcction,  and  I.shiiirt' by  every  servfce  and 
means  in  irty  power,  endeavour  to  effect,  that  our  most  holy 
father  niiiy  act  with  clemency  towards  him;  being  fully  per- 
suaded that  his  hiiliness  will  look  on  him  returning  once  more 
to  life,  with  the  sumo  perternal  benevolence  which  he  is. 
accustomed  to  extend  to  all,  and  will  pardon  his  errors.  May 
(iod  protect  thy  paternity. 

"  Most  affoiitionately.      , 

"  Brussels,  2!)  January,  1612. 

"  To  our  beloved,  the  Very  Kev.  Father  in  Christ, 

"  Maurice  Ultnn,  l'ix)vincial  of  the  Friars  Minors  in  the  king- 
dom of  Ireland." 

It  is  then  a  most  undeniable  fact,  that  the  prelate  Miler 
Mograth   bad  come   to    the  resolution   of   reluming    to   the 

•  Vie  hi-ro  fliilijditi  a  Cdjiy  of  the  origiuiU  (Incumciit,  whit-h  written,  s^'^^ett, 
•D<1  iealetl  Ity  the  Dini«iii  lirmsvlf,  is  prvscrvetl  iu  tfao  BKhtves  of  thu  Fnuicuicau 
CuuTuni  at  Wexfonl.  " 

"  Dtlecto  niibittu  Clirixto  atlnimtum  reverendo. 

"  Accurate  li'gi  (jtin'  mihi  Mij^iiiticAfl  circa  |kerflonaln  Domini  Mileri  Ma- 
gnut  Laiiilo  Mmnni<i|>erfe  iiuiim  linu  no  fert  ad  tAjclcMia'  grt^|^im  nxleuiiili 
c(tf{italii>ncin.  I'oteris  ilium  hortari  acrii^  ut  suMccjitam  uiouU-m  ikid  duiKtnat, 
mmI  (HitiuH  illam  ad  oxitum  {terilucero  umnibiui  ptTvin  atlnitutur.  in  nuluiino 
lilicm  (juatito  malDniui  llilh'nii.-un  dca^rat  Kgo  Holutcin  i|i«iiia  t>>t»  join 
aniuio  luhinu^  tciicriori  ilium  aniplcxu  liio  cxcipiain,  d.-ilKH|ue  nii'ia  olhuiia 
Oficraui,  nt  SanctjiKiiuUH  Douiiitua  noitttir  olL*mi>lit|.'r  cum  iltu  agat ;  \tlnui  niitii 
Itcranadcna  UtT^  ut  Hua  Banctitoa  jiAtenia,  ((iiikiD  <>miu-a  utitur,  ttcni}{uiUtc  hunc 
rcHipiKceiitem  aal>iciat,  iUiuM^uo  en«ta  cuudiiiict  Ucum  Pateniicatetn  tuam 
cuatutUat  *      '       ' 

"llnixelli«,  MJanuarii,  1012. 

**  PatiiiH.  tupp  Amantiaajmu!*."  , 

"  l>ilecto  nuVia  in  l.'hri.^t»  A'lm.  Kcvdn.  Patri.  Fratri.  Muiritio  Ultann, 
Minor.  Obflcn'an.     Kpgni  Hiljcrniai.i'rovtntiali." 
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CHtliolio  Church,  and,  moroover,  that  such  had  been  liis  in- 
tcnti(^  for  some  years  priur  to  the  period  when  the  natural 
infirinitv  of  old  age  hiid  placed  him  on  the  bed  of  sickness.  It 
would  liavo  been  well  hail  he  followed  the  udmonitiun  of  the 
nuncio  and  withdrew  from  the  country ;  but  the  good  work 
seems  to  have  been  deferred  from  season  to  season,  until  at 
length  the  merry  of  Heaven  itsrff  interposed,  and  reduced  him 
to  that  state  in  «  hicli  the  niind'of  man  no  lunger  fluctuates, 
and  in  which  all  former  intentions  are  sure  to  bo  realized. 
Miler  Magrath  had,  previously  to  his  death,  been  two  years 
confmed  to  the  bed  of  sickness.  It  is  natural  to  think  that 
the  determination,  n  Inch  in  comparative  health  he  had  already 
formud,  cr>uld  no  longer  be  deferred,  and  hence  it  is  generally 
allowed,  that  this  is  the  period  in  which  his  actual  reconciliation 
with  the  Catholic  Chwch  had  been  effected.  During  the  first 
year  of  his  coiiHnement  he  also  composed  his  own  epitaph,* 
from  which,  in  the  absence  of  every  other  document,  the  fact 
of  his  cunvcriiioib  might  bo  fairly  inferred.  Conscious  of  tho 
fallen  state  to  >4i)ich  be  had  been  unhappily  reduced — woe- 
fully convinced  that  mere  human  strength  is  but  a  feeble 
support  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  anxious  to  offer  himself  as  an 
example  and  a  caution  to  bis. fellow  countrymen,  he  places  the 
following  words  of  the  in.si)ired  writer  at  the  close  of  his 
epitaph:!  "  It  is  the  Lord  wno  juilges  me;  let  him  icho  staiida 
take  heal,  lest  he  full."  Tliia  certainly  is  an  open,  an  humble, 
and  <  distinct  avowal  of  the  melancholy  fall  of  this  exalted 
ecclesiastic ;  and  when  coupled  with  the  other  authentic  testi- 
monials which  we  have  already  produced,  must  necessarily 
leave  on  the  mind  of  every  unbiassed  man,  an  unshaken  con- 
viction, that  Miler  Magrath  had  sincerely  retracted  the  errors 
of  his  past  life,  and  had  at  length  died  a  contrite  and  obedient 
child  of  tho  Catholic  Church. 
fTho  character  of  Hugh  Curwin,  or  more  properly  Culwen, 

%-" 
•  Ware'it  Riiilioi«.  * 

t  Thv  fiilKtwing  is  tho  ppitaiih  nf  Miler  Magrath.     ItwoH  compotied  by  him- 
self, ADil  hat  boefl  inscribeil  ou  hitt  niuuuineDt  in  the  cathedral  uf  CaHhel  :  — 

*'  Ven«nit  in  Duniim  primo  sanctisaimns  olim, 
l*Atri(.-iu%  lUMtri  gluria  magna  Soli, 
fltiic  vKV  "Dc^-'L'tlviiR.  iitinam  tarn  sauctua  ut  ille. 
Hie  Vhxm  [irium  temiMire  l'ne«ul  eram. 
Anglia,  lustra  decern  Bvd  |K«t  tiia  •ceiitra  oolobnm, 
Priiicipihiin  placui,  Marte  toiianti,  tiiiH.   ^ 
Hie  ul>i  Hum  ptmtun.  non  atim.  Hum  mod  Qoi'nfin  ^\xm^ 
Hum,  nw  in  AmUtbus  aiim  acd  utrmjin  Iwo. 
Dominna«Ht<)iii  me  judic.it.     (I  L'or.  iv.) 
ii,\\\  atat)  cawat  nc  cailat** 


J' 
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to  whom  we  have  already  referred,  forms  an  odious  compound 
of  dissimulation,  |>orfi<ly,  and  base  in);ratitude.  Cumin  (as 
we  have  already  seen*)  lind  been  raised  tu  the  archiepiscopal 
see  of  Dublin  by  queen  Mary,  ami  durinjr  the  entire  of  her 
rei^n  professed  himself  a  sincere  supporter  of  Catholicity. 
Had  Mary  allowed  her  feeling's  to  be  embittered  by  the  recol- 
lection ol  past  evonta,  Curwin  could  have  no  chance  to  become 
a  partaker  of  her  bounty,  lie  had  been  one  of  the  most 
.  violent  advocates  for  the  marriage  between  Henry  VIU.  and 
»  Anno  Boleyn,  and  even  delivered  a  public  disconrso  to  that 
cft'ect  Ijefore  the  king,  in  the  royal  cliapel  at  Ureenwich,  but 
win  anon  after  triumphantly  refuted  by  the  virtuous  and 
learned  Peto.f  Mary,  on  her  accession  to  the  throne,  evinced 
an  almost  unexample<l  display  of  magnanimity:  she  forgavo 
Curwin,  and  raised  him  to  the  dignity  of  one  of  her  own 
chaplains.  Within  the  short  space  of  Kve  days  after  his 
consecmtion  he  had,  by  the  bounty  of  his  royal  |>atroneii.i, 
been  appointed  lord  chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  in  less  than  two 
years  after,  was  constituted  lord  justice  together  with  Sir 
lienry  Siilney.  Dignities,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  having 
.been  thus  prematurely  lavished ''upon  a  iimnwho  bad  but  some 
short  time  before  emerged  iVoni  the  interior  iluties  of  a  chap- 
laincy, served  only  to  beset  his  mind  with  reflections  altogether 
ditl'erent  from  those  which  belonged  to  his  sacred  vocation. 
When  Mary  was  no  more,  and  Elizabetli  had  ascended  the  _  - 
^.^tnrono,  those  pro|)en8ities  which  ,^urwin  had  too  fondly  ^Sltfi 
'cherished,  soon  began  to  manifest  themselves  in  a  new  and  4^^| 
more  extensive  sphere.  His  ambition,  and  his  inordinate  lovo  ^P^ 
for  pleasure,  became  the  fatal  source  of  his  ruin;  he  forgot  his  .: 

high  estate,  and  yielded  in  the  very  commencement  of  the 
storm.  To  aggravate  his  guilt,<and  swell  up  the  account 
which  he  had  to  yiebl  at  the  bsir  of  an  all-seeing  Judge,  tfje 
unfortunate  Curwin  undertook  to  hold  ordinations  after  his 
a|>ostacy.  The  bishop  Loftus  of  Armagh,  Craik  of  Kildare, 
John  Dcvcreux  of  Ferns,  and  Cavenugh  of  I.eiglilin,  received 
their  consecration  at  his  hands.}  Besides  other  favours  which 
had  been  now,  in  overflowing  abunilance,  heaiied  U|>on  him, 
he  was,  by  commission  from  Elizabeth  herself,  constituted 
.  keeper  of  the  great  seal  of  Ireland ;  and  in  laOS  became  a 
Bccond  time  lord  cliA^ellor.J  Ireland;  however,  was  a  iheatro 
of  too  limited  a  ranee  for  tlA  full  gratifictition  of  Curwin's 
towering  ambition ;  hu  was  anxious  to  Kgure,  for  a  season,  in 
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loine  of  the  wealthy,  influential  seps  of  Enf^land,  and,  at 
Irnf^th,  had  found  means  of  having  himself  translated  to  the 
diocese  of  Oxford.  His  career  in  the  new  bislionric  was  but 
short:  he  continued  in  that  see  for  about  twelve  months, 
anil  died  at  a  place  called  Suiiibroch,  near  Burford,  in  No- 
vemlwr,  1568. 

Elizabeth's  policy,  and  the  cnibnrm.ised  stnto  of  her  affairs, 
had  hitherto  constrained  lier  within  cuMi|)anitivcly  niiiderata' 
bounds;  she  never  Hp|>eared  in  her  roni  elmnicter  until  nimut 
the  year  U^8().  In  prescntini;  even  an  outline  of  the  frightful 
persecution  which  now  commenced,.  laiigua);o  becomes  |)er- 
fectly  useless.  It  would  appear  (says  an  ancient  writer)  that 
the  infernal  pit  itself  had  conspired  with  the  dark  and  deadly 
pa.isions  of  men,  to  root  out  the  very  name  of  Catholicity  from 
the  country.*  The  nation,  froui  one  extremity  to  the  other, 
was  fille<l  with  proups  of  hired  informers;  the  clerjiy  were 
pursued  with  nmro  unspnrini;  ferocity  than  the  very  beasts  of 
prey ;  and  of  thiise  who  suttered  (I)|tliiirj>o  remarks),  the  names 
and  the  numlwr  can  be  known  only  in  the  just  and  eternal 
records  of  the  book  of  life.f  J^Vom  among  these  illustrious 
victims,  a  few  shall  be  selecteil:  to  present  a  complete  and 
circumstantial  detail  would  require  volumes. 

Dermot  O'IIublky,  archbishop  of  Cashel,  renowned  for  his 
learning,  his  eloquence,  and  his  able  refutations  of  the  heresies 
of  the  day,  was,  from  the  moment  of  his  arrival  in  Ireland, 
marked  out  as  the  8|iecial  object  of  their  hate  and  vengeance. 
This  prelate  had  completed  his  stuilies  at  Louvain,  where  he 
graduated,  ami  at  lencth  became  professor  of  canon  law  in 
the  university  of  that  city.  During  the  pontiflcate  of  Gregory 
XIII.  he  repaired  to  Kume;  here  his  sujwrior  talcnt«  and 
accpiirementa  hail  soon  rendered  him  conspicuous;  he  was 
introduced  to  the  notice  of  that  pope,  and  after  some  time, 
was  by  him  consecrated  and  promoted  to  the  archiepiscopal  see 
of  Cashel.  For  some  years  previously  to  his  reflirn  from 
the  continent,  the  intruder  JNliler  Mngrrtth  had  occunied  the 
metropolitan  chair;  the  persecution  had,  moreover,  by  tliis  time 
.burst  out  in  all  its  fury:  Dermot,  however,  proceeded  uninti- 
miduted  through  his  diocese;  he  travelled  from  one  district  to 
another,  ami  ultimately  from  county  to  county,  consoling, 
exhorting,  and  cnnfirmitig  the  people.  Having  l)een  prevailed 
upon  to  remain  for  some  clays  at  the  residence  of  Thomas  lord 
baron  of  .Slano,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  he  was  there  recog- 
nized by  the  chief  justice  of  the  Queen's  Itench,  who  procured, 
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witliont  delay,  two  confiJviitlnl.  mos8Qfi);ors,  and  >ent  intul- 
li(;i<nco  m-l.o<ln9,  then  Proteotant  arclibUlio|i  of  Armagh  and 
cliuncellor  of  Iruland.*  The  treaehi-ruus  designs  of  tlie  chief 
justice  were,  fortunately,  iliiicovered  by  some  of  the  family; 
thcv  Bnprizeil  the  venerable  prelate  of  the  storm  which  was 
f!atliering,  ami  earnestly  besought  him  to  consult  his  safety  by 
flying  from  the  fury  of  his  pursuci':!.  Deruiot,  yielding  ht 
length  to  the  tears  and  entreaties  of  his  friends,  was  conveyed 
lU-ivately  from  the  mansion,  and  proiSeedcd  as  far  as  the  town 
of  Carnck-on-Suir,  in  the  codnty  of  Tippcrary.  Here  he  was 
arrested,  and  having  been  placed  under  an  armed  escort,  was 
conducted  before  the  chancellor  in  Dublin.  Loftus  left  no 
means  untried  in  endeavouring  to  upset  the  constancy  of  the 
prelate,  lie  promised  to  reconcile  him  to  Elizabeth,  and  even 
allowed  him  to  maintain  all  his  former  opinions  on  other  doc- 
trinal points,  pTCvRled  lie  would  but  acknowledge  her  supre- 
macy. This  pro|K)8al  the  archbishop  instantly  rejected.  A 
second  oHer  was  now  made,  lie  was  to  be  restored  to  favour 
and  reinstated,  in  the  see  of  Cashel,  if  he  would  even  consent 
to  reject  the  title  which  he  had  received  for  that  9^e  from  tlie 
pope,  Olid  take  out  a  new  title  of  inauguration  from  the  queen. 
These  terms  having  been  in  like  manner  rejected,  the  arch- 
bishop O' Hurley  was  remanded  to  prison,  and  ordered  to  be 
bound  in  heavy  irons.  His  enemies,  already  thirsting  for  his 
blood,  hosteneil  soon  after  to  the  prison  and  commenced  the  J 
work  of  torture.  He  was  first  bound  to  a  stake,  his  arms  and  / 
logs  having  been  covered  over  with  pitdi,  salt,  oil,  and  sulphur;,' 
fire  was  then  slowly  a|>plied,  and  managed  with  such  barbaroui 
dexterity,  that  they  effectually  contrived  to  keep  their  victii 
in  tbrturc  for  several  hours.f  The  night  having  thus  pass^i 
over  in  one  melanchol^round  of  insults  and  sufierings,  he  ,^i 
led  out  by  his  executioners  at  day-break  and  conveyedAp 
Stephen's-green,  where  he  was  again  put  on  the  n 
ultimately  strangled,  ad.  l.'iSS.  His  body  was  remov^  in  the 
evening  oy  the  faithful,  and  deposited  in  the  neighbouring 
oratory  of  St.  Kevin,  which  was  then  almost  in  rUins.  Tins 
cliurcli  was,  some  years  after,  repaired,  and  several  miracles 
ai'ksivd  to  have  been  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  this  holy  and 
illustrious  sufferer  for  the  faith  of  Christ.}  , 

Patbick  O'Hklv,  bishop  of  Mayo,  together  with  his  com- 
panion CorncliusvO'Rourke,  had,  about  the  same  period,  tri- 
umphed over  the  terrors'of  persecution.     Patrick  O'Uely  was 
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a  native  of  Connauglit,  nnd  at  an  eurly  age  retired  to  the 
convent  of  Ccimplute  in  Spain,  where  he  prosecuted  hiq  studies 
with  proat  npphuisc,  and  euibraccd  tlio  institute  of  St.  Francis. 
In  obedience  to  the  command  of  the  minister-general  of  liis 
order  (Cliristopliorus  a  Capite  Fontis),  he  rc|>aired  to  Rome 
in  1577,  and  on  the  following  year  was  consecrated  bishop  of 
the  diocese  of  Muyo,  by  jMipe  Gregory  XIJI.  Anxious  to 
aftbrd  the  consolltions  of  religion  to  liis  afHictcd  countrymen, 
Patrick  soon  after  returned  to  Ireland,  accompanied  by  Cor- 
nelius OKourke,  a  holy  and  zealous  priest,  the  partner  of  his 
subsefjuent  trials  and  sufferings.  After  having  encountered 
many  difficulties,  particnlurly  on  tlie  coast  of  Armoric  Gaul, 
they  at  length  landed  in  safety  at  Dingle,  a  seaport  in  the 
county  of  Kerry.*  The  S|)ies  and  niiniona  whom  Drury,  the 
ileputy,  had  at  this  time  stationed  in  all  the  harbours- along 
the  southern  coast  of  Ireland,  soon  recognized  these  venerable 
strangers;  they  were  taken  into  custody, and  conducted  under 
a  strong  gnard  to  the  residence  of  the  earl  of  Desmond.  This 
nobleman,  uhwiHing  to  take  an  open  part  in  these  tragical 
events,  and  stilt  anxious  to  avoid  the  displeasure  of  Elizabeth, 
had  cautiously  given  directions  to  have  them  transmitted  to 
Limerick  and  presented  before  Goulden,  the  constituted 
military  commissioner  in  that  district.  The  prelate  and  his 
compaiiiun  were,  by  the  directions  of  this  ofliccr,  loaded 
with  irons  and  cast  into  the  public  prison.  Here  they  re- 
mained until  Sir  William  Drury  had  arrived  at  Kilinalloc,  in 
the  beginning  of  August,  1578,  at  which  time  they  were 
ordered  to  be  conveyed  from  Limerick  and  brought  into  the 
prAence  of  the  deputy.  Threats,  promises,  and  various 
other  means  having  been  tried  without  effect,  they  were  sen- 
tenced to  be  first  put  to  the  torture  and  afterwards  strangled  in 
the  presence  of  the  garrison.  These  orders  of  Drury  were 
executed  with  an  unusual  degree  of  barbarity.  The  holv  prelate 
and  his  companion  were  placed  on  the  stretching  rack ;  their 
liands  and  feet  were  then  broken  with  Iiaminer8,and  large  needles 
were  applied  and,  thrust  with  great  violence  under  their  nails; 
after  having  been  kept  for  a  considerable  time  in  this  state  of*' 
torture,  they  were  taken  from  the  rack  and  strangled  from 
the  branches  of  a  neighbouring  tree.t  Their  bodies  were 
afterwards  hung  in  chains,  and  remained  suspended  for  four- 
teen days,  during  which  time  they  were  used  as  a  target  by 
the  savage  soldiery  in  their  shooting  exercises.^    The  suliering 
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CreUte,  while  placed  on  the  rack,  had  warned  Drury  that 
efore  maiiy<ln,v>  he  lilinHelf  must  a|>|)ear  at  the  liar  of  an 
all-aecin^  Jucl^e;  which  |)ropht'tlc  dvclunition  was  eventually 
realizerl :  this  iiii(iiiitou9  (governor  in  less  than  ei^lit  <lny»  after 
died  in  (>reat  ii^ony  at  Waterfurd,  of  a  distemper  which  had 
completely  hntllcd  all  medical  skill  The  bodies  of  the 
tnartyrs  were  soon  after  conveyed  to  Kilniidloc,  by  Geralil  eiirl 
of  IJesniomI,  and  buried  with  great  solemnity  in  the  convent 
of  the  Franciscans  at  CHonmel.* 

ItlCHARD  (/HKAGU,  arclibislinp  of  Armn^h.t  distinmiiahed 
alike  for  sanctity  and  for  the  many  learned  wurks  which  pro- 
ceeded from  his  [len,  may,  with  juHiicp,  be  nundiered  among 
the  illustrious  sutterem  of  these  awful  limes.  This  venerable 
prelate  had  si'arcely  arrived  in  his  native  country  when  the 
storm  began  to  colh'ot  arcmnd  him.  Ilia  nnreniltted  zeal,  and 
the  high  statlim  which  hu  occupied  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
inflamed  still  more  the  malice  of  his  enemies;  he  was  arrested 
in  15<>,'>,  and  transmitted  to  London,  where  lie  was  put  in  chains 
and  im|iriKoiied  in  the  Tower.  ]n  this  place  of  coidiiiement  ho 
cimtiniied  for  live  weeks;  by  the  incdiatiim  Sf  some  friends 
lie  was  une.vpectedly  liberated.  When,  at  length,  the  fury 
of  the  persecution  had  broke  out  in  158U,  he  was  again 
nirestcd.and  after  jiiiderguing  a  lengthened  series  of  autfer- 
ings  in  Ireland,  he  was  conveyed  to  l..oiidon,  and  committed  a 
second  time  to  the  Toner.  During  his  confinenient  in  the 
dungeons  of  this  fortress,  prouiiscs  of  high  preferment  had 
been  held  out  to  lilm,  provided  he  would  abjure  the  Catholic 
faith.  These  inoinises,  however,  were  just  as  iiieflectiial  as, 
the  terrors  of  the  prison ;  they  had  been  repeatedly  urged, 
but  the  prelate  continued  inflexible.  His  enemies,  determined 
even  on  wounding  his  character,  had  at  length  contrived  to 
institute  a  new  series  of  accusation  against  him.  They  pro- 
cured a  female,  the  daughter  or  his  gaoler,  whom  they  bribed ; 
on  liertlicy  prevailed  to  accuse  the  holy  prelate  of  having  offered 
violence  to  her  |K'rson.  The  appointed  day  of  trial  had  arrived, 
and'  that  the  feelings  of  his  frieiiiU  might  suffiir  as  well  as  the 
character  of  their  prelate,  a  numjiicr  of  the  Catholic  nobility 
had  been  suniiiioneil  on  the  occasion.  Ilis  accuser  made  her 
appearance;  the  moment,  however,  she  cast  her^y^  on  this 
innocent  and  injured  victim,  the  hand  of  an  invisible  |>ower 
touched  her  soul  with  remorse;  she  declared  that  the  charges 
alleged  against  him  were  all  malicious  and  false,  and  that  the 
archbishop  was   both  an  innocent  and   a  holy   man.      Uis 
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ciic'iiiies  tljiiH  (liscoinnttcii,  had  liini  now  niruigiictl  under  the 
iieniil  statutes  uf  the  day;  in  the  niunntiinu  the  |U'inmte, 
liei'iiicull)'  nuniHting  in  Ilia  fnith,  wns  ru-conunittcd  to  the 
Tower,  and  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  life.  The  nmlive 
of  Iiis  persecutors  continued  unalmted  :  wliile  chained  in  the 
Tower,  lie  was  forced  to  jmiss  tlirouK'i  a  prolonged  ordeal  of 
privations,  and  was  at  length  |)oisonud,  6n  the  14th  of  October, 
A.D,  1585* 

■  iiKDMoND  O'OALi.AailEH,  bisliop  of  Derry,  was  put  to  death 
during  the  continuance  of  the  sanKir  pei'secution.  WJulu 
traversing  along  the  mountainous  districts  of  his  diocese  and' 
attending  the  sick,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  band  of  soldiers, 
and  after  being  literally  mangled,  this  venerable  prelate  died 
in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.f 

Kdmund  AKdAUHAN  succeeded  the  primate  Uichard  Creagh 
in  the  metropolitan  chair.  This  jirelate,  while  in  the  ailt  of 
ht^riiig  the  confession  of  a  dying  man,  nasniu(.tally  wounded, 
near  Armagh,  in  15!)S.} 

l!oBSELius  O'DuANK,  hisliop  of  Dowii  and  Connor,  together 
with  I'atrick  O'Loglier,  a  learned  and  holy  priest,  sufiereil 
about  the  ^anie  time.  They  were  both  pu(  on  the  rack  and 
died  togtlb^^^riiig  the  administration  of  .Arthur  Chichester. 

To  t'jfllHBVIlk''  added  a  lengthened  catalogue  of  prelates, 
who  e<ieM^S3v^.  s»'"rd,  but  were  still  more  grievously  |ier« 
secuted  or  <rriveii  into  exile.  Among  these  suiFerers  aro 
named  ICdmund  Tanntn',  bishop  of  Cork  and  Cloyne;  Thomas 
O'llerliiiy,  bishop  of  Uoss;  Thaddeus  O'Ferrall,  bishop' of 
Clonfeit,  and  llugU  l>;icy,  bishop  of  Limerick.  Tlicso 
prelates  lay  eoncl'aled  amidst  the  caverns  of  the  4nountaiiis, 
and  thus  esca|)ed  the  fnry  of  iheir  ])ursuer3.  Maurice  Fiiz- 
(iiibbon,  the  predecessor  of  Uermot  O'llurley  in  the  see  of 
Cashel,  became  an  exile,  and  died  in  Spain  about  (he  year 
1580.  Nicholas  Skerret,  archbishop  of  Tuam,  after  having 
been  Hogged  and  incarcerated,  withdrew  to  the  kingdom  of 
Portugal,  and  died  at  Lisbon  in  1583.  Peter  Power,  bishop 
of  Ferns,  became  a  sufi'ragan  to  the  .archbishop  of  Coni- 
postella,  and  died  an  exile  in  Spain,  in  1587.  Thoinaa  Strong, 
bishop  of  Ossory,  became  also  a  suH'ragan  to  the  same  arch- 
bishop, and  died  at  Compostolla,  in  ICUl.  Moriarth  U'Brien, 
bishop  of  Kmly,  dieil  in  the  prison  of  Dublin,  in  15b6,  Uichard 
IJnuly,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  and  bishop  of  Kiluiore, 
after  having  been  incarcerated  fur  a  length  of  lime,  maimed 
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mill  tortured,  died  iit  a  vory  advanced  age  near  .Multifernaui, 
in   the  county  of  West  Mealli.*     During  tliia  ago  of  terror 
and  (Icutli,  the  slorni  of  tlio  persecution  was  directed  with 
similar  fury  agiiinat   the  second  order  of  the  clergy,    both 
Bceulur  anil  regular.     Kkrgal  Ward  and  John  O'Duad,  priests 
of  the  order  of  St.  Krancis,  were  tortured  and  put  to  death, 
under  the  administration  of  Drnry:  the  former  at  Arningh, 
and  the  latter   at  Moyne    in  the  county  of    Mayo.     Fergal 
Ward  was  a  native  of  Tirconnel,  ami  was  exceedingly  vene- 
rated for  the  simplicity  of  his  life,  and  the  labours  wnich  he 
encountered    in   exhorting  and    animating    the   people.      He 
travelled  over  the  whole  province  of  IJlster,  visiting  in  |>arti- 
cular  those  hniely  district^  in  which   the  cpngregntions  had 
been  spattered,  uiiliout   sacrifice,  8a<'raments,«  or  the  consola- 
tions of  religion.     While  on  his  journey  to  Armagh,  he  fell 
into   the  hands  of  the    persecutors,   ami    after   having  been 
flogged  with  great  barbarity,  was  at  length  suspended   from 
the  branches  of  a  tree  by  ineansof  a  cord  or  cincture  which  thev 
had  sop.uMto  I  from  his    habit.     John  O'Duid  was  ilIscov(;red 
by  his  |>ursuers,  while  in  the  act  of  bearing  the  confessions  of 
the  faithful  in    the  retired  mountainous  parts  of  the  county 
of  Mayo.     Hu  was  offered  his  lilierty,  with  a  further  assurance 
of^ainpte  rewards,  if  be  wouhl  but  disclose  the  confessions  of 
the  )ieople.     The  refn.sal  which  he  peremptorily  gave,  served 
at  once  to  inflame  the  implacable  vengeance  of  his  {lersecntors. 
They  si'ized  the  cord  w  ith  which  his  habit  had  been  bound, 
and  after  placing  it  around   bis  head,  near  the  temples,  they 
forced  and  serened   it  with  such  violence,   by  means  of  an 
instrument  employed  for  the  ))ur|)osc,  that  his  eyes  hurst  out 
of  their  sockets,   aril  in  this   frightful  state   of  torture  he 
expired  on  the  ".Ith  of  June,  l.STSI.f 

DASihr.  (J'NiKLAN,  a  laborious  and  zealous  priest  of  the 
diocese  of  C'loyne,  renmrkable  for  his  hospitality  And  humane 
attention  to  the  poor,  was  put  to  death  in  a  manner  the  most 
revolting,  by  two  satellites,  named  Noruis  and  Morgan,  who 
had  the  command  of  the  northern  district  of  the  county  of 
Cork,  under  the  administration  of  Alam  Loftus.  This  i^ios- 
tolic  man,  filled  with  solicitude  for  the  people,  was  in  tlie 
liabit  of  making  occasional,  journeys  to  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages, for  the  purpose  of  atlbrding  cmimlation  to  the  dying 
and  ufllicted.  lie  was  at  lengili  >/vertHken  by  his  pursuers, 
and  conducted,  under  a  strong  military  guard,  tothe  town  of 

.  *  <,r.Siillivan,  IliH^  C'aIIi.  ;*  Alinlecto  Siiurn  ia  ApliuDtl. 
t  ^^  Syuoii.  I'ruv.  Hilx  \h  tM- 
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Yoii;;lial.  Norris  and  Morgan,  already  thirsting  for  liis  blood, 
had  refused  liini  even  the  opportunitv  of  niukini;  a  ilofunco. 
They  conducted  him  to  the  top  of  a  hijjh  tower  then  called 
Trinity, and  liaviu^'  fastened  a  rQ|ie  Around  his  wuist  und  arms, 

•  they  flung  liiin  headlong  from  the  buttlcnienta.  The  rope, 
however,  tuit  l»'iiig  suttieiently  strong  to  meet  the  violence  of 
the  shock,  the  sniluring  victim  whs  instantly  precipitated  und 
left  a  mangled  corpse  ou  the  ground.  Nor  was  the  fury  of 
his  executioners  yet  satiated;  observing  some  signs  of  life  still 
remaining,  they  caused  him  tu^e  curried  to  a  mill  not  far  <li^ 
tant,  ami  having  secured  him  with  chains  to  the  wheel,  they 

J    allowed  it  to  revolve  witli  iiici'eused  velocity,  nntil  the  body, 
disfigur.-d  and  lacerated,  retained  no  longer  the  a|t{>euranc« 
of  a  human  form.*     This  holy  priest  suHered  on  the  28tli  of  . 
M.lrch.  A.D   I.')8().t. 

Danikl  O'lUxiiicnAN,  Puiup  O'^iika  and  MiURicE  Scan- 
lAM,  three  aged  priests,  natives  of  tile  county  Kerry,  suHered 
death  for  their  fuitli  during  the  same  year.  The  lvl)cuirs  of 
these  missionaries  had  not  been  conHnod  to  the  di.ttrict  of 
Kerry.  During  the  lapse  of  tliirly-three  years  they  hail  been 
employed  in  preaching  the  divine  word  ami  adndnistering 
the  sacramenis  in  almost  every  county  thniugliout  Ireland. 
At  length,  woni  dowii  wiih  age  and  iiiHrniity,  they  returned  to 

•  their  native  country,  an<l  during  the  persecution  of  15b()  were 
pre\ailed  upon  to  lake  sliclter  in  the  town  of  LisMghton.  On 
the  6th  of  A|iril  in  that  year,  wiiile  the  agenln  of  Elizabeth 
had  been  scouring  tlie  countrv,  these  tluee  vMerable  priests, 
two  of  whom  were  blind  with  iige,  took  slieller  in  tlu^  sanc- 
tuary, and  while  in  the  act  of  oU'ering  tll^'nlselves  to  their 
Maker,  and  of  praying  for  their  eneniii»i,*  were  beheaded; 
their  bodies  havmg  been  alterwards  awfuHy  mangled  by  the 
Boliliery.t 

JouN  O'LocHBAN,  Edmund  Slmmoks  and  Donaius  O'Kouukk, 
priestn  of  the  order  otSt.  Francis;  were  cruelly  tortured  and  put 
to  death  in  the  cimvcnt  of  Donif,  by  a  licentious  soldiery, 
under  the  connnand  of  u  military  connni.ssioniir  named  lirittou. 
This  unfteling  leader,  after  filling  the  ccmntry  with  dismay, 
had  resolved  to  take  up  his  nuartcrs  for  the  winter  in  this 
an^nt  tow;i.  On  his  appro<ich  the  inhabitants  fled,  and  took 
shelter  in  the  adjacent  country,  while  the  clorgv'  were  entreated 
to  consult  their  safety  and  reserve  themselves  liir  better  days. 
'Anxious  to  enjoy  those  spoils  w  hich  \\%  liaiT  already  antici- 

■•  Itriiodin.  rowio  Martyr,  p.  4.W.  t  .\utbor.  Theat.  p.  KtW    / 
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iiutcd,  Britton  luit  no  time  in  repairing  to  tlie  convent  of 
l)own.  Huru  lio  mot  tlia  thrco  veneruble  fathers,  but  tliu 
booty  wliicli  lie  hail  ex|)e(;lcJ  was  not  to  lie  obtainctl.  Tliey 
were,  necordinglv,  (Jfiven  up  to  the  military ;  and  after  having 
undergone  a  variety  of  toriure,  weix-  at  length  brought  out 
in  the  garden,  and  strangled  from  the  brunches  of  a  large  oak 
wliieli  overhung  the  sanetuarv.* 

Mavbick  Kkmbkham,  parisli  priest  of  Mullunahone,  in  tho 
county  Tipperary,  had,  iu  company  with  great  numbers  of  his 
congrvgutKui,  been  coui|>elled  to  tukc  shelter  in  the  caverns  of 
tho  desolate  and  extensive  mountain  of  Slieve-na-mon,  while 
rewards,  to  an  enormous  amount,  had  been  ottered  for  his  a|)- 
prehcnsiim  by  Wallop,  at  that  time  treasurer  of  Ireland  Spies 
and  other  hired  minions  hail  been  employed ;  thtf  whole  country 
was  scoured  by  military  parties,  yet  the  object  of  their  scarcli 
had  found  means  to  escaiie  their  vigilance.  At  length,  on  tho 
eve  of  All  Saints,  and  while  he  had  been  engaged  in  administer- 
ing the  last  sacraments  to  the  dying,  he  was  arrested  and  eon- 
dinted  almig  bveways  towards  TTIiiimiel.  The  ollicor  of  the 
guard,    mimed '  Furrows,   anticipating   a    reaction    from    the 

fieople,  propof^cd  to  his  Coinjianiuiis  that  their  victiiii  should 
)e  instantly  ilespatched.  lie  was,  accordingly,  tortured  in  \ 
manner  the  most  inhuninn;  at  length,  his  head  having  been 
severed  from  his  body,  the  trunk  was  dismembered  and  cut 
up  into  fragments,  'riiesn  were  left  scattered  on  the  high 
road.  His  head  was  conveyed  iu  triumph  by  his  executioners  to 
Chminel.t 

Tii.M)«us  DoNitJ)  and  John  IIaniy,  both  Franciscans,  and 
members  of  the  convent  of  Hantry,  became  victims  to  the  fury 
of  the  iwrsccutors  about  the  same  |K!riod.  These  fathers  liad 
lieen  exceedingly  esteemed  for  their  zeal  in  preaching  to  the 
people,  anil  had,  during  a  great  |>art  of  these  stormy  times, 
aceninpanicd  the  faithful  along  the  wild  and  almost  inacces, 
sibl\snores  of  the  southern  coast  of  Ireland.  Having  had 
occasion  to  revisit  the  convent,  on  their  return  to  Bantry, 
they  fell  ii^  tlji^hands  of  their  enemies.  The  constancy  of 
these  holy  mu«w!is  now  assailed  with  threats  and  promises,  but 
without  ettect.  They  were,  accordingly,  conductejl  to  a  steep 
rock,  which  hung  with  friglitful  altitude  over  th/ocean  j  and 
having  been  tied  back  to  back  with  their  own  cords,  they 
were  dashed  with  violent  jirecipilation  into  the  abyss  beneath. 
These  venerable  fathers  suffered  on  the  lUth  of  August,  158U.t 
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Patrick  O'I.ooiikh,  a  learned  pricsk  of  the  dioccso  of 
.  nown,  nfti-r  IkivIii){  siittijiT.!  incaruoration  in  C'om|)any  witli 
his  liishnp,  ('ornvliiiH  O'Uimiii',  was  nut  to  dcatli  about  the  close 
of  this  coiitury.  They  lirid  been  ui>th  arrested  on  the  saniu 
day;  were  bound  in  chains  and  coBfeyed  to  Dublin,  where, 
they  were  cast  into  prison.  Hero  fliey  would,  at  the  time, 
have  ended  their  days  had  not  an  accidental  circuinslance 
served,  I'r  the  moment,  to  assuapo  tlie  malice  of  their  perso- 
cutora.  Two  leaders  of  the  ICn^lisli  party,  Smith  and  Uai;- 
nell,  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Catholics,  and  were  de- 
tained in  secure  custody,  as  hostages  fin-  the  bishop  ami 
I'atrick  0'l.oghcr.  An  exchange  was  agreed  upon,  and 
both  Cornelius  anil  Patrick  were  set  at  liberty.  They  were, 
however,  iniuiediatoly  after  seized  by  the  same  ]mrty,  and 
having  been  remanded  to  Dublin,  were  both  put  on  the  rack  / 
aiul  afterwards  hanged,  drawn,  and  (|uartere(l,  in  the  common 
prison.* 

John  OMolloy,  Cohnklidh  Dogukrty,  and  Cai.frio  Fkb- 
nAi,,  three  Kranclscans,  had  distinguished  themselves  about  the 
year  1588,  and  at  length  became  the  devoted  victims  of  the 
malice  of  their  eiieinies.  These  apostolical , men  had  s^ient 
upwanls  of  eight  years  in  traversing  the  mountiunous  parts  of 
the  province  of  I>einster;  abiding  particularly  in  those  unfre- 
quented districts  in  the  counties  of  VVicklow,  Carlow,  apd 
Wexford,  to  which  the  pAople  had  been  driven  in  great  mid- 
titndcs  for  shelter.  They  proceeded  from  mountain  to  moun- 
tain, offering  the  divine  niy5t4fie.<!,  encouraging  the  dying,  and 
administering  the  sacraments.  Their  journeys  had  been  gene- 
rally iicrforined  by  night,  and  as  the  acts  of  their  order  stjite, 
their  bed  was  the  rock  of  the  mountain,  while  their  usual 
earthly  comfort  consisted  of  nakedness,  coUl,  and  hunger.  In 
defiance  of  the  dangers  by  which  they  were  encompassed,  these 
great  men  clung  with  the  aft'ection  of  fathers  to  tlieir  afflicted 
countrymen ;  they  shareil  in  their  sullerlngs,  partook  of  their 
sorrows,  ami  never  separated  from  them  until  they  had  at 
length  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  tlieir  enemies.  While  pursuing 
their  journey  through  a  reiuot«  district  of  the  Queen'9  Countv, 
they  were  overtaken  by  a  party  of  cavalry,  bound  hand  and 
foot,  and  carried,  amidst  the  insults  of  a  brutal  soldiery,  to  the 
garrison  of  Ablieyleix.  Here  they  were  flogged  and  put  on 
the  stretching  rack:  having  endure  I  this  torture  for  a  length 
ot, time,  they  were  ultimately  strangled,  bonelled,  and  quiir- 
tA;cd,  and  thus,  with  the  spirit  of  Christian  martyrs,  did  they 
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KcnuroimlT  Iny  <lnwn  tlipir  livos  in  aupport  of  the  reli|;iun  of 
llmir  (.■uiiiitrv  niul  tlifir  fiitlici-!i.* 

Till'  |wrsccutiip|i  of  Kliz.ilx'th,  altlioiipli  unpr-allelc;l  in  tho 
Rinials  of  tyrnnriv,  was  Blill  incoiiqilctc.  It  liiis  been  remarked 
nf  oM,  tliat  tlio  bliioil  of  the  niartyn*  was  the  fruitful  seed  of 
Clirisliiinity;  the  aanieiiliserviilioii  could,  with  eiiiial  propriety, 
be  nt  this  tiuie  a]iplii.d  to  the  priesthood  of  Ireland.  X^llo 
dword  wan  dra\yn,  and  llio  hlood  of  the  clergy  (lowed  in  ahuu- 
ilanie;  liut  the  wuie  snord  had  scarcely  lieen  «uilered  to  rest 
in  ilie  hand  of  the  executicuier,  w  hen  a  lie  a-  i;enen'.tion,  lu  hravc 
and  as  determined  as  the  former,  rose  up  in  the  sanctuary.  To 
prevent  even  the  |iiisslliilitv  of  this  ministerial  succession — to 
root  the  Catliidic  priesthooil  altogether  out  of  the  country,  and, 
in  short,  to  hrutalize  the  people,  the  ordinary  national  sources 
of  knowledge  were  ai  length  closed  liy  law,  and  ( "atholic  educa- 
tion, holli  private  and  pulilic.  was  (irosciihed  throughout  the 
kingdom,  lliis  was  the  crisis  which  awakenea  and  drew 
foitli  the  syinpathies  of  Kiimjie;  it  oreated  an  universal  spirit 
of  inilignalion  agaiiLPit  the  lilond-tliirsty  misrule  of  Kiigluml ;  it 
hranded  the  very  name  of  rrotestautism,  even  at  its  birth, 
with  disgrace  and  inl'aiuyr-.In'S|\»in,  in  France,  the  Nethvr- 
liinds,  anil  other  nations  of  tlli^Vonfinent,  the  name  of  ancient 
generous  Ireland  was  still  fondly  cheri-shed ;  the  reiuiniscences 
of  the  days  of  old  were  tmditioiwlly  handed  down  and  pre- 
served with  halloned  gratifnde;  its' cbllepril,  tt«  te«eh«ra,.it&  , 
reaming,  its  hospitality,  became  once  more  the  sultjcotof  gene- 
ral paiief  yi  isin  ;  and  many  a  heart  deeply  affected  at  the  sutfer- 

•  Hynop,  i'r'iv.  Hilt.  |i  >Wi;  BniiMlin,  Piisiiiu  Martyruin.\ 
ItuMuK'H  llii'Bi'  vt-iii>nilili'  HulTrrorn,  we  liiiil  in  thi-  Afun'oiiiil  oct^  a  lung  ciitA- 
I'Kriii!  itf  jiriintiitf  tlic  Fr.ilicij»caii  llnlcr,  whit  ItiUAtiie  victims  t<i  the  ]i«>rNc-ciitii)f! 
fury  of  tliu  iiixt<itiith  century,  .\^l^n^  tlit-at-  the  nii«t  rctiiarkal'le  wew  : 
liojjtr  NUi-CouiKuil,  «f  tlic  convent  of  Armagh,  Il<iy;^ei1  ti>  dc.-itli  in  l.Wfi; 
Uani.^1  iKmliin.  of  the  iniiivviit  of  Voii^^hrtl,  U.-lit>iulcil  lu  IflCtJ  i  Th.iila.ui*  UiUy, 
i>l  tliei-Diivc'iit  i>f  Askenton,  linngi'il,  ImiwvIIviI,  iuiili)imrti>n-;l  in  Limfrick,  A.M. 
1.1711 ;  ■I"lni  '  ''inniily.  of  tht-  convent  of  ARkeaton,  U^heaileil  in  l.'iS'J  ;  William 
Ferrall,  of  tlie  ci-nvunt  of  Aikeaton,  Inuiyeil  am)  ijuartervil  in  l.'ivj  ;  Tluub'us 
<)'.Moran,  of  the  coiivcut  of  Knniicorthy,  tlougi.*)  ami  iitrant(liil  in  I.'kS^  ;  Felix 
O'llara  xiA  Henry  du  (..tilioyile,  of  the  convcut  of  Sli,k{o, .  ImiUi  han)^>-il  anil 
cut  in  i(iiarteni  in  l.'i*>'i;  Hoj^cr*  DonncUan.  ('hiirleft  <iiirAn,  Tcter  t:liil)an. 
I'ntrick  trKeiino.  Ito^T  O'Monlali,  anil  John  Pillan.  from  varionii  oouv^ot*  in 
the  jimvince  of  lA'inster.  inearu-ratei)  in  tlie  iirinon  of  Dnlilin,  where  they  ijioil. 
A.I'.  l.Vi-J:  llennitlns  O'Mulnmy,  of  tho  convent  of  (ialbally,  count;  of 
Limerick.  Miiwiled  in  IMH  ;  Thailn'us  O'B-iyle.  of  the  county  of  Donegal, 
maiiKteil  and  Ix.heatleil  in  l.ViS ;  i'atriek  Braily,  of  the  convent  of  Moiiauhau, 
tort'iirHlani)  hchcailulin  l.'>N8  :  DonatuaO'Muirhily.  of  the  convent  of  Irrelai^h. 
(.Mii.liiiii).l,.niKl  to.leath  in  LiiSll ;  MatUiew  OXeyn,  of  the  convent  of  \\iV 
k<  <niy,  tortniiil  an  I  iH'heailcil  in  l.tfN) ;  Tentnre  M.'i>:eunm,  MnifuiinO'I'VUinK. 
anit  (i^c  .Mac  l^u).,  ihn.  of  tlic  convent  of  Mnltif.irnain,  confintnl  in  the  priaon 
of  ItalKltav.  and  uft'TwanlM  in  tliat  of  Duhlin,  when-  they  dieil.  A. D.  l.V,)l,— .. 
Synoii.'l'n.v .  Hill.  p.  .'W,  et  ivij  :  WaifdiuK  lie  .Si;ri|i-  p   102,  et  i-eii. 
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incii  of  ita  priesthood,  was  now  n^aily  to  receive  tlieiii  with 
welcome,  mill  nlliirri  them  shelter  from  the  veii^eanec  of  their 
persecntom.  Collefsc'i  for  the  reception  of  Irish  xtuilcnts  were 
In  n  short  time  estalilisheil  in  vuriium  piirts  of  the  continent: 
proteeteij  ami  niniiificently  onilowo<l  \>y  i'hilip  II,  king  of 
S|nin,  anil  other  benefactors,  they  soon  multiplied;  and  while 
the  Irish  (Ihiirch  Was  enabled  to  tiilculnti'dn  a  regular  supply 
<if  iiivaluabi';  missicmaries,  tlieniaiico  of  their  enemies  was  con- 
founded, a. id  tlieir  very  name  becaiue  a  byo-woril  of  contempt 
and  scorn  throu^bont  Knrope.  The  Irisli  seminary  at  Lisbon 
was  founded  and  endowed  by  cardinal  Zimenes,  in  1595.  The 
cardinal  hud  ever  after  taken  a  lively  interest  in  the  wel 
fare  ol  this  eslablisbuient,  and  by  his  own  directions 
was  honi^iirably  interred  in  its  church.  Another  Irish 
estaldishment  was  I'liunded  almut  the  same  time  at  Kvorn, 
by  carilinal  lleuriiiuez.  The  Irish  collei;o  ot  Uouuy,  in 
I<  landers,  dates  its  tonndation  from  the  year  I5!M>.    Cbristo- 

fiher  Cusark,  a  learned  priest  of  the  diocese  of  Aleath, 
lad,  liy  his  influence,  coiilriiiuted  excecdinf^ly  in  advancing 
this  literary  eslalilishment.  My  his  cvcrtious,  likewise,  the 
colleges  at  l/i»le,  Antwerp,  Tdiirnay,  and  St.  Omer,  had  been 
founded.*  Seminaries  were  estuhhshedjii  liourdeaux,  Toulouse 
anil  Nuntz,  for  Irish  students,  under  the  piitrona^'o  of  Anne, 
queen  of  Austria;  the  Irish  ('ollcfje  on  the  hill  of  St.  Gene-' 
vieve,  in  I'jris,  wasa  j;ift>n'niu  the  Koench  government,  and  to 
which  the  baron  I)e  St.  JKjtliad  been  a  great  henefactor.t  In 
1583,  thp  col  left*  of  SalaniauS^vas  fimuded  for  Irish  stuilenis, 
by  the  states  of  (^istile  and  I.cJii,"  Pbillp  IlMieinu  its  priuci- 
|>al  patron;  and  about  the  same  time  two  extensive  seuiiua/ies, 
one  of  them  a  royal  estnblishmeut,  had  been  erected  at  Seville, 
for  the  education  of  Irish  uii.'.siiiiuiries.  Among  the  priiici|>.il 
benefactors  of  tbesfe  establishments,  Sarapater,  a  leanied 
canon  of  the  cathedral  of  Seville,  has  been  |Kirticularly 
noticed.  During  the  last  ye;ir  of  this  century,  the  baron 
Oeorge  Sylveria  (onnded,(  the  Irish  College  at  Alcala  de 
,  llenares:  this  establishment  he  afterwards  richly  endowed, 
and  it  became,  in  the  seventeenth  d>ntiiry,  a  source  of  incalcu- 
lable benelit  to  the  Irish  mission.} 

■  These,  and  other  similar  esbiblishiifetjts,  rising  in  rapid  suc- 
cession tbriiiighout  the  continent,  had,  in  the  space  ol  a  few 
vcnrs,  alisiiluiely  defeated  every  (dijeet  which  the  externiinat- 
iiiji;  statutes  of  Kli/abeth  bad  presuniol  tA  contemplate.  The 
consequences  of  this  disappointment  uiaV  l>e  reaiiily  conceived; 
the  spirit  ut    the    jiersecutioii  had    hitherto  been  grievously 

*  HsiTi*,  rnt.  li.  p  i^'2.         t  Meii>iu)jluilu,  FlcnlegiluiL  X.  3.V  I  lliitt- 
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violent,— it  now  1>criime  denperato  and  inriirinlcd.  Proeln- 
mntioiiH  wore  iuucd  nnd  imlillsliod  witlioiit  niimlicr,  nnd  nil 
pcrsinn  who  had  chihlriMi,  relaliven,  or  wnrdo  in  forcij;a  conn- 
tries,  were  coninmnili'd  to  dejmsit  the  immcs  of  tlio  aluient 
indlviilunU  with  tli«  Incnl  iimpstmK*,  within  ten  diiyn,  to  haro 
them  recalled  within  I'onr  months.'and  on  their  return  to  have 
them  |>rcsente((  before  the  luithorizcd  outhorities.  After  that 
perioil  thev  were  prohihitcd  to  send  money  to  any  ntHdents,  to 
receive  them  into  their  houses,  or  to  nfl'ord  them  lioii|)italitv  or 
ithelter.  Those  trunnj^ressinj;  were  to  he  considered  Irnitors, 
nnd  |>iinialmients  were  awnrdeil  them  hv  law.  These  edicts 
were  ace)>ni|>»nied  hy  a  rejiulur  catechetical  manual,  or  hook 
of  inHtriictions,  coni{M>sed  for  the  i)iir|M)se,  and  in^cniouslv 
adapted  to  the  taitte  and  practical  habitu  of  thi  judicial  commis- 
sioners dis|ier8ed  over  the  C(Mintry.  The  ilistructions  them- 
selves formed  a  sort  ttf  t4'xt-book,  and  were  (roniprised  in  oi^ht 
pener.il  chapters.  Tin-  first  chapter  exhihite<]  a  brief  outhno 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  comndssioners  shouhl  open  their 
respective  courts  of  invesli;ratiiin  against  the  Catholics.  The 
second,  repirdi'il  the  qualilications,  apjiointnient,  ami  proper 
training  of  informers  and  other  agents,  lu-cessary  for  the  befit- 
ting execution  of  tlu-  laws.  In  tim  third,  fourth,  and  fifth 
chapters,  the  chief  (luestions  to  he  proi>osed,  and  the  form  of  the 
interrogatories,  had  been  ilislinctlv  arranged.  The  sixth 
clia|iler  referred  to  those  wlio  stomi  acciiseil  of  having  given 
reception  or  enc(>uragement  to  priests;  nnd  in  the  seventh  ntld 
eighth,  the  several  degrees  of  punishment  si>ecified*^by  law 
were  recapitulated. •  The  edict  whiirli  came  out  111  1,584 
.  Bcrvcd  to  complete  the  |iersecution ;  it  shall  l>c  presented  tp  the 
reader  without  any  coinmcntarr,  and  is  tntha  following  effect: 
"And  if  from  henceforth  any  priest  shall  he  detected  within 
the.se  realms,  he  shall.  Ipm  J'neln,  Ijc  guilty  of  high  treason: 
wherefore,  let  him  lir^t  ih.'  liniu;ed.  then  cut  down  alive,  and 
afterwards  ludieaded,  bowelled.Jand  burned.  His  1ie,id  is  to'be 
set  on  a  spike  lind  expised  in  the  most  pnlilic  place.  Hnt 
sh'>uld  nnv  jierson  receive  or  entertain  a  prii'st,  he  shall  sjifTer  ' 
the  coutiscation  of  his  property,  and  be  hanged  with<iut<l4ie 
linpe  of  niiMi'y.'t  ,   . « 

In  this  manner  did  the  tempest  unabated  roll  <v'er  the 
('hurch  of  Irijaiid;  the  scene  of  terror  became  genemf^tlic 
country  with  all  its  loneliness,  and  religion  wivlrtkfCU^^Iess- 
i"L's,  ap|iearcd  alike  involved   in  the  same '.ullt^frsiu,  wreck.    ' 

lletweeu  plund.'rand  profanation,  racks  and  ^bVg(t(; ''■' 

'  y  ' 
•  Kllaly,  Il«!tt   I'm—lit   Hill  p.  ill  rt  p»<i 
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and  fi«niiiic,*'-tlic  blond  of  the  people  anil  of  the  Kord'n  aiioiiitoil, 
what  n  rcroltinK  spoctaclo  must  not  this  iinlmppv  laml  at  the 
cliMi!  of  tlie  aixtcentli  ct-ntiiry  present  to  tliu  nationn  of  the 
civillzeil  worlil  I  Ami  all  this  done  under  the  pretext  of 
relij;i()ii,  and  in  the  name  of  that  blessed  and  eternal  Oos|)el  of 
charity  aii<l  iie.ice,  which  the  Keileenier  of  the  world  came 
down  to  e^labliah  amoiif;  men !  This  chapter  ahall  close  with 
n  few  coneiso  extracts  illustrative  of  the  suhjcct,  and  for 
obvious  reasons  selected  from  the  works  of  Protestant  writers 
themselves. 

"  'i'he  miseries  wliicli  the  wretched  Irish  endured,"  says 
Ijplanil.  "  were  att'ecting  even  to  tl^mr  very  enemies;  thousands 
lierishcd  by  famine,  and  the  hiiTcous  resources  sought  for 
nllayiii);  thii  rau'e  of  liunijer,  were  more  terrible  than  even 
such  a  calamity. "t  "  The  famine  of  ,Ierusaleni,"  observes 
Cox,  "  did  not  exceed  that  anionglrlho  Irish. "{  "  Whosoever," 
writes  Hollinshcd, "  should  travel  from  one  end  to  the  other  of 
nil  Monster,  even  from  Waterford  to  the  head  of  Smerwieke, 
which  is  abftut  six-score  miles,  he  would  not  meet  anie  man, 
woman,  or  child,  Havinjr  in  towncs  and  cities,  nor  vet  see  anie 
beasts,  but  the  very  wolves,  the  foxes,  and  other  like  ravening 
l>easts;  many  of  these  laie  dead,  being  famished,  and  the  re- 
sidue gone  elsewhere.''^  "  Notwithstanding,"  says  S|)cncer,J 
"  that  the  same  ( Ireland)  was  a  most  rich  and  plentiful  country, 
full  of  corn  and  cattle,  that  you  woulil  have  thought  they 
shoiild  have  been  able  to  stand  long;  yet,  in  one  year  and 
a-half  they  were  brought  to  such  wretchedness,  as  that  any 
stoiiey  heart  would  have  rued  the  same.  Out  of  every  comer 
of  the  woods  and  glens  they  came,  creeping  forth  upon  their 
hands,  for  their  legs  could  not  bear  them;  they  looke<l  like 
anatomies  of  death;  they  spake  like  ghosts  crying  out  of  their 
graves  J^ie;/  ilid  cut  the  tUiad  farrioiu,  happy  where  they, 
conld  fuul  them;  yea,  nwl  one  anolln'r tuoit  iiJler,,!>i«oiniieh  as 
the  very  mmutet  Ihey  spared  not  (o  scr<ii>e  out  q/'  their  t/ntre* ; 


II  the  MitacD  of  a  few  mimtlu.  ii|iirAn]ii  of  .1,000  ilieil  of  st«rraito«  in 
."  -  .MMri«...>n,  Of).  C'lury,  j>  'At. 
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nienilt^l  Kli/alH'th  Ui  exei'iitf  the  alHtniinalilu  |ilnn  of  tlentroyiDU  tile  fniit*  of 
the  earth  thnttigliout  the  cHiutry ;  in  ortler.  n»  he  oliaerveil,  tliat  the'fhiih 
niight  Ik'  (irivcn  Ui  the  m-ccfHtty  of  licvoiirin^  one  another.  "  'Hie  end  wiil,  I 
aMnif  yon.  lie  ver>'  siiort  (wiyN  S|H>iu-er)  ;  for  although  there  nhxtiiil  dodo  of 
theni  fall  l»y  the  awortl,  nor  Ih»  itlftiti  Ky'tho  Miiilier.  vet  tliere  Iwiiig  lie|it  frfmi 
mttimntHit,  niitl  tlM'ir  e.ittle  from  niiituiig  al>roa'l.  l»y  thin  haril  I'^tmint  IA,« 
mv>h/,J  .fui'-klji  ciniftime  tktmtfhvi,  mii  tltronr  mm  itnotlier.  The  i>rsi>f  wbiriv>f  I 
•aw  aTtliitiently  in  the  Iiite  waiim  of  Miinrter."         ^' 
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and  if  thoy  fniin<i  a  plot  of  wnter-creaaei  or  nliamroi'kii,  there 
they  (lockcil,  as  to  ii  fcnut,  for  the  lime;  yet,  not  bi'inj;  ablu 
long  to  ooiitiniio  thcroHitli^il,  that  in  a  iihort  ^pasc  there  were 
none  ahnont  reniaiiiing,  nnil  a  inott  j>ojmhu»  ami  jilentij>il 
cfiHiitrj/  tuiUlenlij  Uj't  votV/  of  hotli  man  mid  beiut."* 


CHAPTER  Iir. 

i 

HiiccmtiDrit  M  >St.  Patrick  •  K|iiBciip.il  St'cR— Kolijpoui  KnnniUtinnii 
of  the  Hixt4^titli  (.'ontiiry. 

The  nietropolit.'in  sue  of  Arninf^h  hail,  since  itn  fuumliition, 
been  governcil  liv  seventy-two  prelates  in  ri'fiular  succession. 
The  same  nnbruKcn  series  was  continued  thronuh  succeeding 
centuries,  notwitlHtnndln^  the  countless  ell'orls  which  had  been 
made  to  crush  even  the  name  of  Catholicity  throughout  the 
country      On  the  death  of  Octavian,  in  1513, 

John  Kitk,  a  native  of  the  city  of  London,  was,  by  provi- 
siun  of  Leo  X.,  ailvunced  to  the  pnuiutial  chair,  nnu  was 
restored  to  the  temporalities  on  the  ^Otli  of  May,  l.'iU.  This 
pri'late,  after  liuviuj;  presided  over  the  sec  about  eijjlit  years, 
rcsifinod,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  bishop  of  Carlisle  in 
Kn;;land.*  lie  died  in  the  village  of  Stepney,  near  I^ondon, 
on  the  I'.Hh  q(  June,  151)7,  and  nas  buried  in  the  chancel  of 
the  |>arish  cluirch. 

UKonoK  CnoMKR,  an  Englishman,  distinguished  for  fiis 
'learning,  prudence,  and  gravity,  was  appointed  archbishop  of 
AruiagTi,  on  the  resignation  of  the  former  primate,  anil  was 
consecrated  in  April,  1522.  The  unbending  firnnicss  of  this 
[irclatehnd  gaineil  him  many  adnurers,  among  whom  the  high- 
*  minded,  but  unfortunate,  Gerald  earl  of  Kildnre  was  not  the 
least  conspicuous.  .Scai-cely  had  the  tiVw'''*^^  arisinj»  out  of 
the  imprudence  of  this  family  subsided,'  when  the  primate 
found  himself  involved  in  new  difficulties.  The  novel  pre- 
tensions of  Henry  VIH.  to  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  and  the 
violent  vft'orts  which  had  been  made  to  create  a  schism  in  the 
country,  occasioneil  scenes  such  as  the  Church  of  Ireland  had 
never  l)efore  witnessed,  and  in  which  this  prelate  maintained 
»  conspicuous  part.J  He  continued  the  unintimidated  and  able 
defeniler  of  the  Catholic  faith  until  his  death,  in  March,  1543, 
and  waa  succeeded  in  the  see  of  Armagh  by 

*  Vol.  i.  \>.  1()4\  f  Ware'n  Bi,iho|«.  t  See  chap,  i, 
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(iKanoR  DowDALL — Tliifi  |irulnto,  cliatinsiiUhoil  lu  the 
K-fliliiif;  tclvocnlo  of  Cnthnlicitv  ilurlng  tli«  roigns  of  Kdward 
VI.  anil  Mnrv,  won  n  native  ol'  the  cuiinlv  of  Louth,  and  hail 
bOTi  for  many  ypiirs  prior  of  the  Trinriarian  monastery  of 
Ar<lvv,  in  thu  sanio  county.*  When  the  comniiMioncrs  of 
Ifenry  VIII  had  hi'vn  Imnily  employed  In  annpreuing  the 
reli^ioun  Iiousch  throii;;liout  the  kingdom,  thia  meek  and 
aniiahio  man,  iinhmitlin^  to  the  nt'('i-<uiity  of  the  timea, 
patiently  letiruil  frony  the  monaalery,  unri  was  conatitnteil  hy 
the  primate  hia  oflioial  or  vicar-general  in  the  urchdiocoae  of 
Armagh. f  Ilia  inoH'enaive  <lenieanoiir  and  untainted  loyally, 
romliined  nith  the  inlliiencc  uhieh  he  pnaaeascd  over  O'Noul, 
and  other  Irish  eliieflaiha  of  Ulster,  Mad  rendered  him  a 
);onpral  favourite  with  the  nuliility  of  the  pale;  the  deputy, 
St.  Leger,  profeaaed  the  higheat  esteem  for  liia  virluca,  and 
became  Ida  avowed  frien<l  and  |iatri>ii.  On  the  deeeaae  of  the 
primate  in  1&43,  (ieorge  Duivdall,  together  with  Kdmnnd, 
<lean  of  Armagh,  was  appointed  guardian  of  the  metrniHilitan 
chureli  during  the  varaney ;  and  on  the  following  CX'tolier,  he 

Iircsidcd  at  a  convocation  'if  the  clergy  in  St.  I'etcr'a  Church, 
)roglieda.}  In  the  meantime  hia  patron,  St.  lA'ger,  had  bo«n 
actively  engaged  in  preparing  the  way  for  hia  promotion  to 
the  archiepiscopal  idiair.  He  made  an  early  and  |)craonaI 
application  to  the  king  himself  in  hia  Udialf,  and  pourtrayed 
the  character  of  the  new  ciindiilate  in  audi  ravonrabic  ternia, 
that  Henry  readily  a.aaenteil  to  hia  appointment,  and  gavo 
directiona  that  a  mamlate  to  that  elFect  aliould  ho  forthwith 
iaaued.§  George  Dovvdall  was  accordingly  conaecrated  hy 
Rdwnrd  Staples,  bishop  of  Mealh,  about  the  beginning  of 
Ueccmber,    l;)4;t.      Thia  appuintment   of    the   new    primate 

{iroccedeil  simply  from  the  mandate  of  the  king  liiniaelf ;  nor 
lad  it  at  the  time  received  the  cnnfirmalion  of  the  iluly  See. 
As  soon  aa  an  otticial  account  of  these  proceedings  had  reached 
Kome,  I'aid  Ifl.,  then  aoverflirn  pdnlilT,  made  provision  for 
the  aee:  |^c  appointed  Robert  Wancop,  a  learned  Irishman, 
whoao  hiatorv  we  have  already  intniduced  in  the  former 
chapter,  and  iia<l  him  conaecrated  bishop  of  Armagh. ||  How- 
ever unfavourable  thia  train  of  circumstances  may  ap|>car,  we 
must  not  from  >  thence  draw  the  concluaion  that  George 
Dowdall  had  lieen  among  the  number  of  those  who  subscribed 
to  or  acknowledged  the  spiritual  supremacy  of  Henry  VHI. 
Uetween  the  act  of  hia  aurremiering  the  monaatery  ot  Ardeo 

•  Ari;lulnl).  Mon.  t  Ware'*  HtiibopA. 
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1111(1  the  (luatli  of  archbisho|)  Croniur,  n  iwrioti  bf  twu  yuan 
liail  claimed,  iluring  which  time  lie  exercised  the  |>nwcni  of 
vicar-ijenerul  under  that  ini'tr<>|Hilitan.  Ci>n!ii(leriii);, therefore, 
that  the  iiriniate,  (ienrge  Cromer,  hud  throii);h  life  mniiifested 
if^lccided  opponitinn  to  the  fuhiMii,  it  miint,  nilhoiit  doubt,  bo 
ndmitted  that  his  vicar-^'cnerul  ilepiiteil  by  him  had  adopted  a 
i'<>rrea|H>n<liiiu  line  of  conduct.  Nor  can  his  promotion  to  the 
see  oven  by  llenry  VIII.,  bu  fiiirly  construed  into  an  arjju- 
inent  ajtninst  his  urthodoxy.  lie  was,  as  has  been  alrendv 
remarked,  introduced  to  the  notice  of  that  monurch  by  his 
frienil  and  patron,  Sir  Anthony  St.  liCj^er.  On  this  occasion 
hii  conciliating  and  |>eaceable  habits,  as  well  as  his  lidelity  to 
the  laws,  had  lieen  enthusiastically  extolled;  the  advantages 
which  might  naturally  lie  ex|iected  to  arise  from  his  giopnlarity 
were  also  carefully  enumerated,  and  lieiico  it  is  generally  pro- 
Binned,  that  theailvancemrntof  Ucorge  Uowdull  to  the  see  of 
Armagh,  hail  received  the  assent  of  llcnry  without  being 
Hccum|)anicd  by  any  obligation  of  acknowledging  such  an 
unpalatable  doctrine  as  that  of  the  supremacy  of  the  king  of 
Kiigland,  The  exact  lircumstances  of  the  case  had  not,  it  is 
probable,  been  communicated  to  Homo  at  thu  time  of  the 
apjiointment  and  consecration  of  Kobert  Waucop;  it  is  certain, 
however,  that  this  prelate  Iiad  never  returned  to  the  see  of 
Armagh.  The  subseiiuent  interesting  events  connected  with 
thu  primacy  of  George  Dowdall  have  been  alreadjb  noticed. 
During  t)ie  reign  of  Edward  VI.,  he  liecame  the  avowed  and 
powerful  champion  of  Catholicity,  and  was  compelled  to 
withdraw  from  his  natito  country.  He  retired  to  the  continent, 
and  lived  for  some  years  an  exile  with  th<  abbot  of  Centre  in 
Urabant.  As  soon  us  Mary  had  ascended  tlie  throne,  the 
primate,  George  Dowdall,  was  recalled ;  at  this  iieriod,  likewise, 
the  priuiatial  title  which,  under  Rdward  VI.,  had  been  conferred 
on  the  see  of  Dublin,  wai  restored  to  Armagh,  and  on  the 
•ante  day,  |i  grout  in  <^>niinfn(hm  was  nitfdc  to  him  of  the 
precincts  of  the  late  dissolved  hospital  o(  St  John  at  Ardee.' 
Ho  lived  to  see  that  ancient  faith,  which  he  himself  had  so 
zealously  8up|H>rted,  ultimately  re-established  throughout  the 
kingilom;  on  this  occ^ision  ho  announced  a  jubilee,  which,  in 
15r>.'>,  iiad  been  celebrated  all  over  Ireland,  with  unusnal 
soleninily.  About  the  close  of  Mary's  reign,  this  laborioat 
prelate  proceedeil  on  some  ecclesiastical  business  to  England, 
and  dieil  soon  after  at  Londoii,  where  he  was  interred  on  the 
ISth  of  Augu«„*.D.  155(t.t     * 

•  l.lli.  Mamnim  Piili.  inl.  li.  t  Wsra'i  BUhapt: 
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ItiCHAKD  CBXiOii,  the  Imnit'diuto  succcnaor  of  George 
Dowilall  in  thu  j>riniarVi  wiia  tliu  non  of  an  opulent  mutclia|* 
in  the  city  of  l.iiiicricl<.  Ilia  |>arviit«,  having  ili-iiiKniid  him  4 
fur  the  niorcnntilu  profvuii>n,  liuil  taken  care  to  iH'ntuw  on 
liiiii  a  auitablf  vclucution,  unci  uninnf;  i>ther^r<|uiri'munts,  lie 
Httaincil,  even  ut  iiii  uiirly  age,  a  euni|iotcnt  knuwli'duu  of  the 
Kroncli,  S|ianiiili,  ami  iftliur  luii^imf^ua  of  the  soutli  uf  Euto|m!. 
Aili'r  Boiiio  tinio  Uielmril  cniliurkeil  in  liia  fntliurV  buniiicM, 
and  iniido  Hvvvrul  voyiiges  to  and  from  Spain  with  consiilcrablu 
micrcHs.  Iliiviiii;.  i<n  oiia  of  tliusu  occasions,  disposed  of  the 
mcrclmndiw,  which  he  hittl  hron^dit  from  Ireland,  uM  con- 
veyed a  >toru  of  other  commodities  on  board,  lie  withdrew  to 
a  noi);lib»nrin);  churVh,  with  an  intention  of  assistin);  at  the 
divine  mysteries,  on  the/  morning  nppointeil  for  sailing,  and 
just  as  the  cie»  had /rbnipleted  their  pre|>unitions  for  the 
voyB){e.     While  he  h;i<l  been  thus  eniiiloyed,  his  conipunions, 

'       3<1  I       ' 


conceiving;  tliiit  he  was  on  bo:ird,  wei;;he<l  anchor  and  ttyguil 
When  Itieliard  returned  t(»  the  shore,  the  vessel,  altliougnitLu 
considendde  distance,  was  distinctly  within  view;  lie  made 
■ilins  to  them  frei|iiently,  but,  as  may  lie  presumed,  without 
etr»et;  at  length,  rosigninp  evurv  hope  of  llioir  ix-turn,  and 
reconcilin)(  himself  to  thu  wilMif  I'rovidence,  lie  sat  down' 
pensile  on  the  shore.  The  pjrsuils  of  u  worldly  life  had 
never  been  coiijjeiiiul  lo  tlia  naf iral  impulse  of  his  mind ;  he 
hail,  at  lirst,  ventured  tu  lAincli  into  these  busy  avocations, 
out  of  mere  compliance  to  the.  coniinaud  of  his  parent;  and 
he  had  never  reliiii|uislied  tlic'''idea  of  separating  himself  from 
them,  Its  soon  as  some  favourable  circumstance  mi^lit  con- 
Tcnienlly  permit.  While  deeply  en|;a){ed  in  these  tliongUts, 
his  attention  was  suddenly  attracted  by  the  unusual  heavini; 
of  the  vessel,  which,  from  some  mismanagement  of  the  crew, 
was  alinost  instantly  buried  in  the  sea,  and  everv  one  on  board 
perished.*  This  event  was  interpreted  by  Kichord  as  an 
explicit  manifestation  of  I'rovidence;  he  accordingly  formeil 
an  imnieiliate  resolution  of  consecrating  himself  to  iliu  service 
of  religion,  and  soon  after  retired  to  Louvain,  for  the  purpose 
of  pursuing  his  ecclesiastical  studies.  Mere  he  made  con- 
siderable progress,  and  at  length  became  eminently  distin- 
guished as  a  tlveologiun  ttud  canonist.  He  afterwards  removed 
to  Uonie,  where,  in  consequence  of  his  merits,  he  wi|j  iionii- 
iiated  by  the  pope,  and  consecrated  archbishop  of  Armagh. 
Of  his  sutVerings  during  tlie  intolfrnint  sway  uf  Elizabeth, 
particular   notice  has  been   already  taken  :t  lie  was  twice  im- 
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primned  in  tli«  Tower  oT  l.ciinlun,  when  at  U-nf;th  liu  miR'ttroil 
III  ilufi'iioo  (if  hill  (iiilli,  liaviiiK  lifuii  |i(iiii(ine<l  on  tlu>  14tli  of 
Octolwr,  A.D.  15HS.  'I'liiii  |>ri'lmo  lian  writtun  a  Tri'iitini-  on  tlie 
Irish  IjiiiKiiuKe;  on  Kc-clf«iiutii'»l  IIi.itory;  a  Chronicle  of 
Irvlnnil;  Controvvniiii  of  Kuith;  a  Catochisiu  in  Iriah;  ami 
iho  I.ivi'd  of  tho  Irish  Saints* 

EoWitHD  MAcaAUUtN,  a  native  of  I'Mer,  was  (iromotcil  to 
tho  niutnipiilitaii  see  of  Ariim)rh,  an>l  coiiseenitcil  at  Komu 
soon  after  the  ileeuaiie  of  the  priinatu  Uiehanl  Cren).'li.  From 
tlie  peiMiliar  statu  of  the  tiinen,  this  |ii'elatu  coiiM  fiiiil  no 
o|)|Hirtiinity  of  returiiini;  imineiliately  to  iiis  native  eoiintrv. 
nor  dill  he  arrive  in  Irelaml  until  about  the  be);iniiin)(  of  tfiu 
Vuar  1594.  The  fury  of  the  |>eiiierution  had,  at  this  time, 
l)een  earried  to  sueh  frightful  excess,  that  it,nas  absolutely 
imiMissihle  foranyt'utholie  bi.Hho|i,  placed  in  the  see  of  Armagh, 
to  enter  on  the  public  disebarfje  of  his  episcopal  functions. 
Thus  circumstanced,  the  venenible  prelate  was  driven  to  the 
necessity  of  seeking'  shelter  in  the  nnri'e<|ueiil'ed  retreat* 
of  the  poor,  and  of  occasimially  eonceulini;  hiniiielf  in  the 
mansions  of  the  leading;  Cathnlic  gentry  ol  Ulster.  Ample 
rewards  liad  been  oflered  for  Ids  apprelieiision  by  tlio  lord 
deputy  liussell,  but  with<iiit  success,  Ma;.'uire,  lord  of  Ker- 
mana;r|i,  and  other  Irish  chieftains,  invited  him  to  remain 
with  themselves,  and  by  this  means  succeeded  for  »  consider- 
able time  in  protecting;  him  from  the  hamls  of  his  pursuers. 
At  leii,;'h,  liaviii);  been  reoo};nized  by  one  of  the  itinerant 
satellites,  and  while  engaged  in  receiving  tlie  confession  of  a 
dviii^;  man,  ho  was  iiiortaljy  wounded,  and  died  near  Armagh, 
a'.d.  IS'.lf.t 

The  melancholy  state  to  which  the  anrient  liierarcliy  of  Ire- 
land had  being  reduced  during  the  greater  jiortion  ot  tlie  si.K- 
tcentli  century,  may  be  readily  conceived  from  the  brief,  but 
correct,  outline  which  we  have  already  ilrawii  of  these  awful 
times,  WiM.iAM  UoKKur,  llicii  Inuk,  and  Joiim  Aij.kn,  were 
the  only  prelates  by  whom  the  archicpiscopal  see  ot  Dublin  had 
been  governed,  if  we  may  except  tlia  nio  lirst  yeiirs  of  Ourwin's 
administration:  during  almost  the  entire  reign  of  Klizabotli 
this  see  had  been  vacant,  until  at  length  Multliewde  Oviedu,  a 
8|ianisli  Franciscan,  had  been  cuiisecrateil  archbishop  of 
Dublin,  in  15.^!).|  William  Itokl'by  was  tran.-^lnted  from  the  see 
of  Meath  in  15li',  and  on  bis  decease  in  l,')°iil,  Hugh  Inge  was 
ill  like  manner  tr,inslated  from  the  diucese  of  ileatli  to  that  of 
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I>iiljliii  *  The  in^ullll)^lu'y  of  this  liilter  pruliiUi  t'oiitinuoj 
until  IA2H,  wlidii  Joliii  Allvn,  trriuiiriT  of  Ht.  I'uiil'ii  in  I.un- 
iliin,  liiiil,  lliniuKli  the  inHufiico  of  Cunlinal  WoUvy.  Iievn 
aniKiinU-d  ti>  aui-cvt'il  him.  I'liu  imtrona/jc  hy  which  arch- 
hi»lii>p  Alli'n  hail  nbtainoil  tlii'  nee,  livouniu.  the  fHtuI  ciiuw  of 
Inn  ruin.  During  the  uitminintnttion  of  tliu  I'lirl  of  Kihlare  aa 
lord  clcjiuly  of  Ireland,  Honu'  false  clmrfioi  of  ininuovi'rnnient 
hud  hi'i'ii  ulli'^'i'd  iiffiiinnt  him;  he  was  cited  to  London,  und  on 
hit  arrival  Han  conunitted  to  the  Tower,  llefore  Imh  dciuirtnre 
from  Ireland,  Kildare,  contrary  tu  the  advice  uf  his  friends, 
hud  taken  uii  uiiaccountably  nnprudent  step;  he  committed 
the  sword  of  ollice  to  his  son  Thomas,  a  rash,  im|)etuous  young 
man,  und  placed  him  over  the  udniinistration  of  the  country. 
The  I'arl  had  scarcely  reached  London,  whi'n  a  re|H)rt  of  his 
having  I'cen  put  to  death  in  the  Toner  was  industriouslv  circu- 
lated, anil  at  length  i)revailed  so  |M)Wcrfnlly  over  the  feelinjrs 
of  the  lord  Thomas,  that  he  threw  down  the  sword  of  state  in 
the  presence  of  llio  council  assendiled  at  St.  Mary's  Ahhey,  and 
flew  into  o|)en  rebellion.!  ilavin);  laid  wa.stc  a  considerable 
|H>rtion  of  the  pule  und  hesiej^ed  the  ca.slle  of  Dublin,  he  now 
reaolves  to  take  sinnniury  vcn);eance  on  nil  his  enemies,  among 
whom  the  lUitlers,  (Jarilinal  Wolsey  and  John  Allen  were  bu|)- 
]K>seil  to  be  the  most  inveterate.  Archhisliop  Allen,  alarmed 
at  the  ilaiiper  to  which  he  was  exposed,  had  embarked  for  line- 
land;  the  vessel,  however,  having  been  stranded  near  Clontarf, 
he  was  obli^eil  to  conceul  himself  in  the  huudet  of  an  adjacent 
village.  Thither  the  lord  Thomas  repuired,accompanieil  by  his 
two  uncles  Ow.t.'n  anil  John,  and  a  numerous  train  of  uilherents; 
they  arrived  before  the  villajje  at  day-brcuk,  where,  forcing 
the  venerable  prelate  from  his  U'd,  tliey  conducted  him  into 
the  presence  of  tli^ir  leader,  and  inhumanly  murdered  him 
by  dashing'  out  his  brains.  The  aged  earl,  on  receiving  tho 
melancholy  tidings  of  his  son's  relielliun,  became  inconsolable 
and  died  broken-hearted ;  the  lord  Thomas  and  his  live  uncles, 
having  been  afterwards  tried  and  condemned  for  high  treason, 
were  executed  at  Tvbnrn.'on  the  3rd  of  Fi'bruary,  15^6.} 

The  hiatory  of  tlie  other  sees,  particularly  in  tlie  days  of 
Elizabeth,  presents  little  more  than  an  awful  record  of  all 
those  woes  and  siilferings  which  the  martyred  fathers  of  anti- 
.  quity  had  been  |H>rmitted,to  undergo  during  the  unrelenting 
persecntiniiK  of  primitive  times.  'I'o  have  access  to  the  head 
uf  the  church  at  this  frightful  crisis,  was  a  task  of  nu  suuU 
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iliiHciilty;  iu'V(>nlu>li>««,  tliu  |iri'latttii  oP  Iri'liiiiil,  in  1.V,I7,  rp- 
CLMvoil  nil  iiicltilt  fi'iiiii  CluiiKMit  VIII.,  Hliifli  inny  mtvo  tu 
yliiKtrala  lliu  |iciiituntiul  npirit  of  niir  Cori'fntlierH  U|i  to  tlii* 
(K'riinl.  Ill  till*  ilni-iimi-iit  wuh  cmboilii'J  n  ilispcnintion  frnm 
tlii-nluillnaiii'ii  of  llcnli-nieiit  nil  all  VVediiLwIiiyii,  nml  frnm  tlin 
Hlintiiipnco  nf  whili'  iiiiniti  on  Krliliiy*  iiiiil  SatiiWiiVH; — n  re- 
li|;i(Mis  <liHt-i|>liii('  whii'ti  liait  l)C(>ii  liillirrtd  (roiiicicntioiiiiiy 
(ilwiTvi'il  tlirniiifjiiiiit  till"  iiiiiiitry* 

Tli<<  onliT  wiiirli  linit  In-iin  liilhcrlo  olwrvcil  throiiulioiit 
tlii*  work,  Iciiilii  III!  at  li>ii);lli  In  tliv  liiHtdHail  reciillectiniia  of' 
tlio  nx'iiHHtir  fmiiiJutioiiii  of  nnciuiit  iIiivh.  TIiu  rcmlor  iiiniit 
liavd  b»uii  nireaily  iiwaro  that  tlicw  t'«lalilislinioiita  lind  takmi 
llii'ir  rimi  from  llio  |>ii'ty  of  ('atliolic  tiiiii's — tin-  olden  liapnv 
day*  of  our  forufatliur*.  Tlioy  hail  Iji'i'ii  in»litiili'd  liy  tlio 
wi'ultliy  anil  tlii'  inmiTful  as  a  boconiiiii^,  tut  liiiniMc,  triliiitt* 
to  tliB  (;ro:it  Aiitlior  <if  all  Hifts — tlii'v  weri'  tin'  I'oimocmtod 
NaiM'tiiarieHid'  rtdi^ion — tlio  priviU>^ud  tiHyhiMH  of  tliu  tlohtitiiu 
and  alllu'tud.  Soino  of  tlitwt  rvllffioii*  fiuinilallonii  had  Ihh'II 
iiilendud  primipully  for  the  npiriliial  licnvlit  of  thoRo  who  had 
u  vocation  to  t'lntirare  the  ri^oiirN  of  tlicir  iitKtitiite;  otIiorM  had 
lii'cn  eAtaliliihi'd  and  richly  iimlowed  with  a  view  of  alfonlinfr 
the  mean*  ol  nltiiiiin^'  religiouH  prrlci  lion  in  the  simctiiary, 
nnd  at  tht'  iiaiiio  linio  of  inifxirtin^  ii'licf  to  ihc  siik  and  the- 
poor  of  the  Hurrouiidiiif>  country.  Ili'iict'  it  ia  that  an  im- 
incii*!!  nniiilicr  of  lliu  opulent  and  extensive  alilwy*  nf  Ireland 
were  either  lioKpitii*  for  the  nick  or  aHyliim*  for  the  poor;  nnd 
heiiN'  niHii  |iro)ieriy  to  an  nmnzinj;  amount  had,  centuries  after 
cenliiries,  Wen  legally  be(|ueatlied,  anil  niven  in  triiiit,  to 
lliesu  eHlahliNliinent*,  for  the  exclusive  beneKt  of  the  nick,  or 
for  the  relief  of  the  unemployed  and  di*trewiud  jMior  of  Irelainl. 
A  ({enenil  outlhie  uf  thene  relif^ious  and  natiniial  fnundations 
ha*  liL'en  alrea<ly  presented ;  we  now  come  to  the  |v>rioil  of 
their  auppres*ii>n ;  while,  in  order  to  reduce  the  nubjeot  within 
ns  nnrrlw  a  eonipaKS  as  |»>HMible,  and  at  the  same  time  place 
before  the  eyes  of  the  render  a  more  distinct  view  nf  the  whole 
melancholy  train  of  calamities  iiiflicteil  on  the  nation  by  this' 
plunduring  event,  wo  iliall  notice  only  some  of  the  most  re- 
markable of  tliose  establishment*  which,  either,  by  charter,  by 
reli;;ioH«  I>e(|ne8ts,  or  by  iiftmemorial  usage,  had  licen  consti> 
tuteil  idins-houses  And  public  hospitals.  It  must,  however,  be 
remarked,  that  the  total  amount  of-  properly  attached  to  each 
re«iM,etive  foundation  cannot,  at  this  distant  period,  be  exactly 
nscertained ;    nevertheless,    from    the    n,umernus    inunificGiit 

*  Km  Cebttitlitii'Oi'a  IV>viii  Mctp»|<.  p  CA. 


■rri.Mi/kfnr*!.  iihtihit  up  iimijtNti  43.'1 

lifHiiimU  wliicli  we  liavn  on  rproril,  nnil  fmm  tlio  ■iillicntii'iiti'il 
roll  nf  tlii<  |MiiiH'«9liin'<,  n«  tlirv  kIimhI  wIicii  tliu  niiK"  of  oi>ii(ii< 
culioii  roiiiiin'iu'iMl  iiiiiliT  lli'iirv  VIII,,  wi'  iiro  oniililvil  to  fiirm 
n  toli'nilily  etiiii|>i>tmit  iiiuii  nf  t)iu  iiiirei'liii;;  nutnifjo — tlic-cry- 
i»H  jnjiiatico  wliicli,  liy  llio  nlivniitinn  nf  tliia  iialiniiul  jiropiTty, 
liuil  Ihicii  a<i  wnnlniily  cniiiniittiMl  on  tlio  wrctcliml  oiitcuit  |MHir 
of  tliii  lon)>-i|i9tni<'l(>il,  ill-tri'iitud,  nml  m»at  iinlia|i|>r  cniiiitry. 

Till  PRionr  or  Kii.maimiam,  lu'iir  DuMin,  IiiuikIciI  l'<ir 
Kiii(!li'«  TeiM|)lnrii  liy  8lri)nj,'l)rtw,  iilioiii  tlio  yi-ar  1171,  nicriti 
II  iliiilinKiiiHlKMl  |ilarii  iiinoii);  tliu  I'lmritiiUt!  iiistitiitiiiii»  of 
tlioso  times.  Tliia  priory  wnn  both  nil  uIiiis-Iioiihc  mid  piililif 
liimjiitul.  In  procpss  of  time  itn  posH'SKiniin  c-xlvliilt'il  llir>>u;:li 
niniost  rvcry  county  in  Iri'lanil.anil  wi-rc  Bitiinluil  piirlicMilarly 
ill  tlioM)  of  Diililin,  MMilli,  I.oiitli,  (^urlow,  Killienny,  Wator- 
fonl,  Cork,  mid  (inlw.iy.  At  tlio  tiiiiu  nf  iu  aii|i|irt'iiMnn,  in 
tlio  .^2n(l  of  Henry  VI II.,  It  lind  tlireu  ;;ari lens,  and  auorcliiird 
nilliin  tile  wbIIh;  three  other  pirdens  and  iSiO  acres  uf  inea- 
ilow,  on  the  north  siilu  of  tl|o  iJH'ey;  W)  nereii  on  tlie  south 
side  nf  Uoldendirid);u;  l!ll  aen-s  in  tlio  Newtown  of  Kil- 
niainliaiii;  the  hinds  of  ('lin|K'II/od,  Kilinehanaek,  (Moiilarf, 
llaldoyh',  and  Donnyhrook,  toiretlier  with  the  townlands  of 
llallynetra,  Hallymony,  Castle  Tvnion,  Inishohin,  Ciilliniiiore, 
(Uiliinroe,  and  lil'teen  others,  in  1I10  county  of  Diihliii.*  Tlie 
iiiiniher  of  tenonients  which  it  possessed  111  Dublin  and  other 
places  wa.s  nniaziii); ;  and  anions  the  chiirches  of  which  it  had 
the  ndvowsoii,  titlies  ami  altiTa^es,  nMy  l>v  noticed  those  of 
Kiliiininhaiii,  Clontarf,  Chnpvl-Izoil,  I'alinerslown,  Itallyfer- 
inot,  Cor)'a;;h,  and  Kil|iool,  in  iIk!  ileanery  of  Wieklow  j 
('revaj;h  ill  the  deam  ry  of  .Taclieiiy ;  Uathiiavis,  and  St 
Cohiniba  in  Kells;  the  churches  of  Ardniayle  and  Ilallycy- 
cliane  in  the  county  of  Tip|>erary;  and  of  llally);averii  and 
(iahnoy  in  thu  dioeesu  of  Ossory.  This  asylum  contiiiue<l  to 
ihuirish  until  the  :i^ii<l  Henry  VIII.,  when  its  doors  were 
closed,  ami  the  pro|K'rty  of  the  poor  lorn  from  tliciii  for  ever. 
I'orlions  of  its  possessions  were  ^rallied,  by  Eh/abeth,  to 
Anthony  I >erinj;e,  William  llrowne,  and  to  tfie  bur(;o88c«  of 
thu  town  of  Athcnry  in  the  county  of  Iiahva_')%t 

TiiK  AnnKT  OF  LouTii,  founded  in  'he  tilili  ccntu-v,  was 
rebuilt  in  1118,  for  Canons  Ue^ul.ir  of  St.  AiiKUslin,  by 
Uonchad  0"Carroll.  prince  of  Oriel,  and  Kdaii  O'Kelly,  bishop 
of  Clo);her.  This  abbey  was  a  public  aluisdioiise,  celebrated  in 
nncieiit  days  for  its  hiispitnlity  to  strangers,  and  in  after  tim:s 
for  its  unceasing;  charity  tu  the  |)Our.     It  Hourished  until  tha 
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Allril  of  Ilnnry  VIII ,  wlirn  iin  inqitinilinn  wu  liolil,  mid  tlio 
fiiUi>wiii|(  jiri)|H'rtYi  wliii.-li  Icid  liir  lui  man;  ycani  «tfi>r>lr>l 
rflief  tn  tiiu  iiiili);i>nt,  wua  iiiircAtrrvcMlly  ciiiifiHcateil :  a  hitlli 
(Inrniitnry,  rlc,  tlirrp  parkn,  tliruo  f/anlniiii,  2(M)  ncreH  of  inible 
laiiil  and  4(1  <tf  |»Mture,  in  Lniitli;  III  nionaiiiifrefi  hihI  2H()  sctcm 
in  (^mler;  If!  iiu>iuiiaf!0')  nnd  iliiO  iicroa  in  ('oltTldani  -i^" 
acrea  ami  lU  nicnaua^'i'n  in  Canuii'a  Uock  aiitl  Iriiidcune;  AU() 
acrtii  and  il'.l  iiM'MiMgi>ii  in  KiliTimii",  fl  mciMna).'<'ii  iind  ;i<)acri>a 
in  Diinuliitnn ;  II  ni>'wuu)!iii  and  lAO  arri-s  in  'IVrinnnffuhan,  to- 

S ether  witli  tlio  litlica  nf  4H  townliimU.     Tlii!i  cliHrilahle  fiiiin- 
atiiin  wall  unmiri-iiHed,  and  grunted,  witli  nineteen  townlanda, 
to  Kir  (Oliver  Viiinkut,  at  tlio  anniiiil  rent  nf  !)•.  KKI.  Iriali.* 

'i'UR  PRIURT  AND  lIoaPITAL  OF  St.  Joiih  Till  IIaPTIRT, 
witliniit  tlio  went  ^iite  in  TlioniHS-iitrcet,  Dublin,  waa  founded 
lor  the  relief  of  the  sirk,  hy  Ailred  le  I'nlmer,  in  UHH.  Tlio 
'rrinituriunn,  or  onler  fur  the  redeMi|itii>n  of  captivea,  hud  liocii 
plareil  over  thin  eatuhlinhinent,  n  hile,  hy  ita  charter,  it  was 
ohlif;cd  to  eoiitain  lifly  huda  for  the  aivk  |Mior.t  In  \'A6i, 
there  were  11 A  piitienta  minporled  in  ihia  hoapitul ;  in  conaidcr- 
alion  whereof,  Kdwurd  111.  firiiiiled  it  the  deo<land  for  twenty 
yeara.  Ita  |M>iiaeiiHioiia  were  nitiiiileil  priiicipnlly  in  tho  eountio* 
of  Diihlin,  Meath,  TipiH'rury,  and  Limerick.  Among  the 
cliurvhoa  of  whieli  it  had  Iho  advowson,  wore  thoio  of  (Irilly, 
in  the  County  of  Meath;  Clonynia,  Ketliard,  and  ('roni|>«t<iwn, 
ill  the  county  of  'ri|i|>erarv ;  K ilteriian,  lloiiiek,  Corkini>T|e,  and 
Strutfiiivin  the  diiicoao  of  Duhliii.  Ita  immense  |xHi>waaioiia, 
brancliiiiK  into  aqveml  countica,  to<^ther  with  the  lioapital  ilaelf, 
were  f;ranted  in  the  'A'Ard  of  Henry  VIII.  to  Jamca  Soilf;mve  of 
Dublin,  lor  a  slipiiluted  tine,  and  an  annual  rent  of  2a.  lid. 

TiiK  AURKY  or  Kki.L8,  in  the  county  of  Meuth,  derived  its 
origin  frmii  St  Coluniba,  and  hud  in  every  age  been  duleliruted 
for  ila  atleiilion  to  the  wants  uf  the  ]H>or.  The  gruiita  l>e- 
<)ueatlied  to  it  by  Hugh  do  Lacy,  in  llfll,  consisted  of  3G 
towiilnn<la.  Uichard  I'luiiket  was  the  last  abbot,  and  in  tlia* 
>H3rd  ol  Henry  VIII.  it  ]Hisse»sc<l  Ul)  acres  in  the  townland  nf 
Kclls;  815  acres  in  Orungcstown ;  Hi  acres  in  Corballv;  ItJ 
inesiiuages and  ■UIU  acres  in  .Malerdone;  220 acres  in  KilUidu; 
;ift()  in'res  ill  Kiltomo,  toj;otlier  with  19  rectories.  ^he«6 
Koveral  |io8»i's»ioiia  were  granted  to  Sir  (ienild  I'liinkett 

TuK  rniOHY  and  iiospitai.  of  Nkhagii,  in  tho  county  of 
Tlpperary,  was  fiiunded  about  tho  year  1200,  by  Tbeobald 
Wulter  (llutler),  for  Canons  Hegular  of  St.  Augustitir  Tho 
founder  bei^ueuthed  tu  this  hospilul    12  curucutea   alid   14U 

*  Anil.>G«n.  t  King,  p.  A7  ot  puwinu  .  t  llama*  TnU 
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ncm  of  Unil  in  Cloiiciirry  nnd  lUliiiilli,  on  romlitinn  ihit  it 
nliuiilcl  |iriiviilo  nt  iviiat  tliirU-fii  l>v>lit  for  lliu  iiiik  *  In  llioAtli 
of  KliiuiU'lli,  lliia  |iriiirv,  anil  itx  H|ipiirli'iuini-eii,  n«ni<>lr,  one 
wntprinill,  'MM  ncrm  iif  nriiMo  nn<l  |ui>tiirii  liinil  near  N«nit);li; 
MO  ncrm  in  lliill,vt(ranK>^;  lllO  ucrca  in  ('l»Kli|iriur;  lUX)  acroi 
in  lliillyiille,  loffvllu'r  willi  tliu  nilrowuin  uf  Is  recUiriun,  wore 
(triintvil  fur  ever  to  Oliver  (iraoi',  nt  tlio  yearly  rent  of 
4!,1'J  lOcl.t  Tliia  lioii|iil>tl  wnn  cliited  u^nintt  the  alek  in  tho 
rviKii  of  iMlwiiril  VI.,  nnd  it>  |iropt!rly  was  totally  conllicutcd 
In  the  Sill  yciir  of  KliiaU'tli. 

TiiK  ABBiiT  or  8t.  John,  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  wu 
founilcil  in  1211,  liy  Williuni  Mitrenlmll,  enri  of  I'uuiliroKffi/or 
(!unoii9  Ite^'uUr  of  St.  Aii;;iiiitin',  uml  liy  u  elaiiMi  in  tliu  urif{i- 
nal  uniiit,  it  wua  aut  iiixirt  m  nn  nnylinii  for  the  imli^'vnt  |H)ur 
of  thnt  eily.  AKfeottlily  to  tlie  will  of  tlio  founder,  relief  linil 
lioen  here  nilminintereil  In  tlie  indi^feiil  until  the  itlat  of  Henry 
VIII.,  wli'ii  liiclmril  Cnntwull  having  been  the  Inat  prior,  tht< 
prniwrty  bequealheil  to  tho|i(M>r  beciinienier^'cd  in  the  fjenoral 
a|ioliation.  In  thu  roll  of  ita  |K>KaeaHions  were  ineluiled  lill  acres 
on  the  north  side  of  tho  brid^^e,  nnd  upwarda  of  !HK)  nrrra  in 
Urunf(e,  Itrownaton  n,  nod  other  parta  of  tho  comity ,'to;,'cther 
w  itii  the  rcctorica  of  St.  Jidin,  (^lara,  Jer|minl,  Tiihbert,  New- 
town, MiK'ealee,  Ciiatlecoiiier,  .lenkiiialoMn,  and  St.  Mnrv, 
Now  Itoan.t  Thu  nblwy  and  KXl  acrea,  40  cardena,  n  mill  in 
Maudlin-street,  with  SflK)  nerea  in  l)rakeliin<l,  wore  f;mntcd  to 
the  mayor  nnd  citixens  of  Kilkenny,  to  hold  the  same  for  ever 
in  iuortiiiaiii.§  Tlio  riiitta  of  St.  Jolin'a  Abliey,  forming  an  iii|- 
nienae  chain  of  aplenillil  niarblu  wrndowa,  iireacntrd  n  truly 
niRgnificcnt  aii|>eariinee.  TheHe  venerable  ruins,  ao  omanientil 
to  the  eily  of  Kilkenny,  were,  however,  deinolislied  for  the  pur- 
|Hi80  of  erectinir  on  the  situ  thereof  a  mean,  paltry,  insignifi- 
cant parish  elmrcli. 

TuK  puiour  op  Enkiscobthy,  in  tho  county  of  Wexford, 
was  fonndciL  about  the  year  1211  for  ('aiions  Kegular  of  St. 
Augiistiii,  by  (lorald  I'rendergaat,  with  a  clause  that  relief 
should  therein  be  iliapensed  to  the  iM)or.  The  founder  accord- 
ingly endowed  it  with  two  carueutea  of  land  at  Dcniatli,  (lie 
lands  nnd  liilres  of  St.  llrigid  near  Ardes,  together  with  the 
rhurcliea  of  St.  Seiinii,  St  Ilrigid,  and  S(.  John.  In  process  of 
tiino  it  became  ainazingly  enriched,  and  continued  (agreeably 
to  the  terms  of  tlio  grunt)  a  piiblie  nsylnm  for  the  iKior,  until 
tlio  work  of  spcdiaiiVin  commenced  in  the  sixteenth  ^century. 
This  priory  anil  its  |ios8csaiuiia  were  concedbd  in  1581  tu 
Kdward  Spencer.! 

•  Miiiuut.  Aniil  V.  U.     tAiul-tiiu.     t  King,  p.  31:1.     i  And.  Ocn.     II  Id. 
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WOrHTAN,    HI    tllC    Clillllty    III    hllilliri',  Willi 

y  Ailiiiii  ill!  lli'i'ilnnl,  I'lir  ('uihiih  nf  tin- 
Tliin  iil'I'oy  \Miit  n  iiiiLllr  hIiiih-Iioiihi)  until 


Tub  *Bnir  o»  St.  Woihtan,  in  tin-  n 
crt'i-U'il  All.  120:;,  liv 
onlvr  iil'Ht.  Victor  '1  Mm  iiM*y  »n«  n  |ii 
tlia  yvar  151(1,  wlicn  llic  |>liinili>r  I'oinnii'ni'cd,  iinil  it*  |i<»w'i 
>ion%ii  ijreiit  imrtnin  of  wliirlilmil  ln'cn  bcqiiriitlioil  to  tliuixxir, 
wiTu  unriKcrvi'illy  luMiii'il  ii|H>n  l>y  llio  i'iiiiiinl«iion«'ra  of  lli'iiry 
VIII.  It  linil  lit  till'  tiiiii'  4  i^urili'iiii,  i  |iurk«,  H  ori'liiiriU,  HO 
ttiTc*  at  llio  wi-st  iiiilu  of  tliu  priory,  2  wiiti'i'-iiiillii,  nini  tlie 
whole  cnurx-  of  lliu  l.iHi'y;  4  im-imnii^ca,  iiixl  110  nrroii  ncnr 
•StiirutnlifV;  ,*)  iiii'nKiiii^i'ii  iinil  I^iiO  ii('|;i'h  ut  I'limoimtHvui ;  I'M) 
nrro.s  in  IVIorstuwii ;  iIJA  nircH  in  Ciirliiilly  nn<l  Klnill'an;  Kll 
iirnis  ill  ('orilruny.  In  tlio  I'linnly  nl'  Dniiliii;  lof^i'tlivr  nitli  llir 
rcrtiH'iui  of  Stai'iiiiinov,  Killulowfiuii  iiinl  Doiiiiglimori'  in  tlio 
roniity  of  Kililiirc.  Tliit  diaritnlilu  foimiliition  timl  nil  it< 
|ioiiiM!ii!<ion!»  wtTc  (Xfi"''''''! '»  1510,  to  AlU'n  of  Norliilk,  iniwler 
of  tliu  rolU,  lit  till'  iinniinl  ri'nl  of  t»o  kiiifjlitn'  foei.*  , 

'i'liK  pninnv  ANii  iiKxFiTAi.  OP  AHiiKit,iii  till)  conhty  of  Lonlli, 
was  foninlt'il  liy  Kn^/cr  ilo  l'ip|iiiril,  lor  Trinitiiriaim,  ad.  1J07, 
l''or    tlio  inoro  iiin|ilc  iiup|H)rt  of  llii.i   liimpiliil,    tliu   rmiiAU'r 

*ii«»ijjiii!il  to  it  lliri'o  cai'iKMteit  of  liiml  in  Allii'nliu,  nml  tlio 
jiutronnfTK  of  tlu<  rliurrlii.'ii  of  Htnckillln  ami  Dovon.itlimnin. 
lis  |K>K»'iiiiionH  liiniino  in  n  itliort  tiini'  vory  conniiluriible,  while 
the  silk  wiTc  riii-ivi'il  witlimit  ili»tiiii^"ii  within  itn  wanlH. 
(k'orj^o  Dowiliill  wiia  llio  liiiit  prior  wh'i  thin  luispital  iiiil<rfii- 
■leri'il,  in  tlio  IIKt  of  Ili'iiry  VIII.;  iiiiil  Ihu  pronvTtr,  whii-h 
by  rinlit  liclonncil  to  tlii'  ilciilitiito  pi.ior  of  livliinJ,  wiiii  <'imli'<- 
catoilj  nniiioly,  1 1  mr:iHnii^'i'n,  .'ill  iicri'ii,  ami  2  watiT-nillU  in 
Arder;  IW)  acres  of  iHistiiri'  in  Slmnlys;  HO  acri-s  in  I'lirohen- 

'  town ;  i.'DncrL's  in  IthiKustnii ;  2'M)  nrresin  A»hHinil,lo);i'|lii'rwilli  * 
15  rertoricH.     A  HCi'oml  ini|ni8itiuii  was  liolil  nmhr  .laniiii  I., 
when   viiriiiiiii   other  proiiorty  was   ili.st'oviTcil  ami   granti'il, 
lo(;ithi'#  with  thc'liospitul,  to  Sir  (iarri't  Momv.t 

'I'liK  PRiiiHY  AND  liospiTAl.  ot  "St.  JoiiN,  ill  I )ri>;;lie(la,  OH  the 
Aleiitli  siih'  of  the  ri\cr,  was  uri-ctoil  by  Walter  ilo  Ijiey  for 
rriiiitariium,  in  the  rei;;ii  of  kiiii'  John.  'I'lic  siek  anil  inllrni 
worn  ri'ceivuil  in  this  liospital  iinlil  ihu  •'!Ut  of  Henry  VIII. 
John  Dave  wus  the  lust  prior;  when  the  following  imnvl  of 
its  |M)SHessioiis  were  coiifi.«eateil :  a  (;anlen,  nn  oreliaril,  anil 
13  nenit  on  the  banks  of  the  Hoym);*one  staii;;  and  it'A  acres 
in  Siinthfelcli';  mi  acivs  near  (iciiiiett^liill  nml  various  teni"- 
ineiiLs  ill  \Vo»t->treet,  Kriarstriet,  Kish-sliaiiibles,  nml  Jolin- 
street.  In  the  ri'ij;ii  of  Kilwnnl  IV.,  the  hospital,  together  with 
its  possi's^ions,  WHS  sold  tu  Janiea  Sodgruve,  at  tlio  annual  rent 
of  Ids.  lUil.)  0 

*  l-'liiui  Ui'iuomtiranocr        t  Kin^  jt  GH,        I  Chief  RoiiH-niliram-i^r. 
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'rHKcn.ii«ANn|inr  nnn  ii<»riT«i.  or  Kii.r.unR,  in  dm  nuiiity 
(if  Wiilirfonl,  Witt  I'ciiiiiilc'l  fur  Ki>it;litii 'ri'iiipliil'it,  nt  lliu  cIiihi 
iif  ill.'  iHi'Hili  roiitiir;  riiwciitaliliiilinii'nt  wiii  an  uliiin-limiiH 
all. I  all  liiM|.itul,  III  tliK  .'ll-'iiil  uf  KliMln'lli,  lliu  fulliiwiii); 
jnirri'l'  uf  ita  jiiMMiiiioiH  wt^ru  alivimtuil :  tliu  luwnluiutu  nf 
Qiiilluii,  Killiriilu,  MiiiiiiM'uu,  Kill,  St.  I.ttiirunr(>,  with  Hill  acrcK 
III  aralilii  Imul.  It  was  );niiiluil  by  Kli/alttli  to  Nii'liolaa 
■Vyliinr,  at  tin.  annual  rrnt  iil  £l;S  lln.  M.'  "V 

'I'lIK    PUIilllY    AND    HOSIMTAI.    IIF    UUNIIAI.K    Vtat    flllimlcil    ilV 

IIiriiMiii  i|t<  Vt'rilun  lor  TrinitarianH,  alNjiit  tliu  rlimu  uf  tliu 
ivi;.'M  lit  lliinrv  II.  Till!  nil'*,  tlui  n;?ticl,  nnil  inllrin  wuru 
a'liiiiituil  into  tliit  liinpital.'  At  li'ii)(lh,  in  tliu  illat  uf  lluiuv 
VIII.,  tliia  lioiiau  of  cliurily  wiUHHii|i|iro<ac»l,  ainl  grunti'il,  wiili 
llie  following  liurcul  of  il.i  iMMAcn^iiiiis,  to  ili'nry  Driiycot.'  1^1) 
ucnii,  imrt  of  tlic  lU'inoKni'-iaiul  uf  tlui  |irii>ry ;  1^  iiiF»iiuaf;<'«, 
.1  |i.u'kii,  aiiit  IHt  ucrua  of  iinililu  liinil  iioar  IJiimlalli;  .'It)  m-nsn 
ill  l.ii  Liiri,'un,  to;;otlii'r  witli  till!  ivoturii's  of  Diiiiilnlk,  Dtoiiiia- 
kin,  anil  I  j  ntliuni,  ull  aitiiatcit  in  tliu  county  of  l.uiitli.t 

TlIK    CllUHANOKHY     AND     lloaPITAI.^OI'     JVILCMHIAN,     ill     lliu 

):»niityof  Wrxlniil;  »a.i  fiiiiniluil  liy  U'.Miiro  of  l.cix,  at  tliu 
fliiM)  of  tlio  twelfth  luiiiury,  for  Kuij;lit«  Tom|il:ira.  -  In  l;ljli 
tliia  t.'Hlahli.slinK'llt  nan  coimi^rnuil  to  thii  llos|iilulli't8.  It  ron- 
tiiiuol  H  |iubli(-  HHylnin,  itnil  ailuiiniatcrcil  lo  llio  wnnta  of  tliu 
nick  iiiilil  the  !l:iiiil  of  lliMiry  VIII.,  wlri'n  it  was  »iiii|iri8!«'il. 
Tho  follo\viii;»  piirtrl  of  its  piwai'Hsiuus  liaa  liucii  rufjistiTuil  in 
tilt'  imiuisitioii  of  that  your.  The  cominanilcry,  with  125  acrm, 
foi-iniii)r  tho  ili'iiioanu  IninU  of  tliu  hoajiital;  til)  ucrvs  in  ilally- 

.j,'illali;  1:!0  iu'i'i!»  in  lioulieatown,  lioaiilua  rupriaus;  1!,W  iicrca 
in  Ni'orhick  unil  lloru'a  lamia;  tit  liiirKUj,roH  in  tliu  Kuytli  of 
Wexforil;  2',i  lmr).'a):ra  in  John  atrcut,  Wcxfoivl;  nnil  tho 
ailvoiviioii  of  tho  |iariiilioH  of  Hook,  Toni|ili'to«ii,  Killiriilp, 
Whiioohurrli,  .St.  Micliiiol  ill  VVoxforil,  Hint  l)uiii:oriiiiok4 
TliiH  ho9|iit»l  nii'l  iu  inKdeasiona  wofo^ruiiU'il  to  8ir  llonry 
iliir^n>;ton,  at  tho  annual  rent  of  £115  Ilia.  M. 
'I'lm  AiiDKY  OF  A'tHAuaKi.,  in  tho  county  of  Tippoiiiiy,  was 

.  fuiiniicil  for  l/'riumia  l{i';;iilar  by  William  li'it7.-Ailolm  ilu  bur>;ii, 
in  tho  tliirtooiitli  century.  'I'liia  abbey  wiu  uu  alnis-liouae ;  anil 
fruiii  the  ilnya  of  thu  fouinlcr  ilnwn  to  ita  aiipproasion,  vdriuu.i 
properly  hail,  to  an  iiiiiiieiiac  aiiinunt,  boon  boimeathcil  to  it  in 
jiuro  ami  perpetual  alma,  liy  an  inquisition  lieM'in  tlio  5th 
of  Kilwaril  VI.,  tho  following  p:ii'col  of  its  poaaeasions  wore 
coiiHaeatoil :  IW)  aoroa,  part  of  the  domoMie-lamIs  of  the 
priory;  MO  aciea  uf  arable,  aii4  lUO  of  ]iaaturu,  in  thu  town- 
s 

*  .Vii.l.  ittii.  t  t,l.  ;  rlik'f  Kviiiiiuili 
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land  of  Atlmssoj;  8  messuages,  and  280  acres  in  ClonBiil, 
togutlier  with  the  rectories  of  Athasscl,  pionmol,  Tip()or»ry, 
and  29  others.  Thu  abbey  of  Athasscl,  and  part  of  its  posses- 
sions, wore  granted  to  Thomas  earl  of  Ormond.  * 

TuK  ABBst  OF  Cahbick-oh-Suir,  Was  founded  about  the 
close  of  the  twolftli  century,  by  VVilliam  de  Cantwell,  for 
Canons  Kegular  of  St.  Augustin,  and  was  afterwards  made 
subject  to  the  hospital  of  St.  John  do  Aeon,  London.  This 
abbey  was  an  asylum  for  <tlie  poor,  until  the  28th  of  Henry 
VIII.,  when  it  was  suppressed,  and  granted  to  Tlibmos  earl 
of  Ormond,  with  an  adjoining  park,  and  a  carucato  of  Jand  in 
Uallnncanagh.t  ' 

Tub  fhiobt  and  hospital  or  St.,  Mart,  Droglioda, 
withoqt  the  west  gate,  was  founded  about  the  year  120(S,  by 
Ursus  do  Swcmele,  ns  the  charter  siwcifies,  for  the  rfid  and 
support  of  the  sick.  To  this  hospital,  over  which  the  Trini- 
tarians were  placed,  the  founder  bequeathed  all  his  lands  in 
Ireland,  viz.:  the  lands  on  which  tho  priory  had  been  erected, 
containing  40  acres,  with  the  lands  of  Kilneir  akil  cTdina,  and 
sundry  tenements  in  the  town  of  Drogheda.  In  this  charit- 
able institution,  relief  was  administered  to  the  sick  until  tli^ 
Slst  of  Henry  VIII.  when  its  gates  were  closed  against  them, 
and  the  pnniorty  confiscated  witliout  reserve.  Tlii  mayor  and 
burgcssos  of  Drogheda  obtained  a  grunt  of  the  hospital,  with 
30  acres  in  tho  toTvnhmd  of  Carlingford ;  6  acres  in  the  town- 
land  of  Ulospistell;  12  acres  in  Strabane;  various  messuages 
in  Dundalk;  the  lands  of  Priortown  and  the  rectory  of  Inish- 
smothc,  in  the  county  of  Louth.t 

TuK  PRIORY  AND  uospiTAi,  OF  Castlkdbrmot,  in  tlic  county 
of  Kildare,  was  founded  In  tho  thirteenth  century  for  Trini- 
tarians, by  Walter  de  Uiddlcsford.  It  was  an  alms-house  and 
an  asylum  for  the  sick.  In  the  23rd  of  Klizabcth  it  was 
granted  to  Sir  Henry  Harrington,  with  40  acres  of  landf  part 
of  the  demesne  of  the  hospital;  3  messuages;  130  acres  in 
Grangcford,  and  6  townlands  in  the  county  of  Kildare,§ 

Tub  puinuT  AMn  hospital  of  St.  Johm  tub  Baptist,  in 
I)own,  was  -founded  by  John  de  Courcey  for  Trinitarians. 
This  asylum,  in  which  the  sick  had  been  receiVed,  was  granted 
lA  Gerald  iiarl  of  Kililaro,  with  two  carpcates  of  land  in 
Woodamstown  1  carucate  in  Uallingarricke,  a)id  2  in  Car- 
ricknalt,  together  with  the  nunnery  of  Lismullcn,  in  the 
county  of  ftleath,  including  150  acres  of  arable,  and  30  of 
pasture  land  in  tlio  county  of  Mcath;  60  acres  in  Harrets- 

*  Chief  Bemem.  t  I'Od^,  vol  ii  t  Aud-Oen.  §  Id. 
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town;  280  acres  in  Clotterstown;  97  acres  in  Bolgrccourt, 
county  of  Dublin;  SCO  acrca  in  Oaluiucareii ;  and  450  acres  in 
Uiiiiainck  and  I'aynostnwn.* 

Thk  pbiory  and  hospital  or  Kilkennt-West,  in  the  county 
of  Wedtuicatli,  was  foiindud  for  Trinitarians  by  tlia  family  of 
Tyrrcl,,iii  the  tliirtcvnth  century.  The  sick  )iad  been  rv- 
ceiveil  witliin  its  walls,  until  it  became  a  prey  to  tho  ra|>acity 
uf  the  times.  In  the  llth  of  Elizabeth,  it  was  gnntcd,  with 
twelve  mcssuapcs  and  two  earucatcs  of  land,  to  Uobert  Dillon. f 

Thk  cohmandkht  of  Kii.maishaii-bkg,  in  tho  connty  of 
Meatli,  was  erected  for  Knights  Templars,  by  Walter  do  Lacy, 
in  the  roi|;n  of  Kichord  I.  At  the  suppression,  this  hq8|iitul 
was  granted  at  the  yearly  rent  of  £63  12s.  2d.  to  Sir  Patrick 
Uamwell,  together  with  tlva  townlunds  of  Syddaurat,  Michels- 
town,  Gardourat,  Begstown^and  various  tenements  in  Donagli- 
iwtrick  and  Kells.| 

TiiK  coHMAMDEBT  OF  KiLSARAN,  in  the  countv  of  douth, 
was  erected  for  Knights  Templars  by  Maud  de  Lacy,  in  the 
reign  of  Edward  II.  This  hospital,  in  which  the  sick  were 
received,  was  suppressed  at  tho  same  time  with  the  former. 
Its  i^ossessions  lay  ii|  the  counties  of  Louth,  Dublin,  and 
Meatli ;  and  among  its  rectories  were  Rochestown,  Gormans- 
ti>wn,  Cromortyn,  Arclierstown,  Kilmaynock,  Poleveran,  and 
Kenpock.§ 

Thk  PRionv  and  hospital  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  Kells, 
connty  of  Meatli,  was  founded  for  Trinitarians  jii  the  reign 
of  Kichard  I.,  by  Walter  de  Lacy.  Tho  charitable  bequests, 
which  at  various  times  had'  been  inade*  to  this  hospital,  and 
through  its  agency  conferred  U|>on  the  poor,  became  at 
length  very  coiisidcrabloi  It  continued  an  ojien  and  public 
asylum  for  the  sick,  until  the  comiqiesioqers  of  Henry  VIII. 
had  entered  ui>on  their  novel  plan  for  reforming  the  charity 
of  the  Gospel.  In  the  31st  year  of  his  reign  the  sick  were 
ejected,  the  house  of  mercy  was  suppressed,  and  the  pi'<)|H>rty 
which  had  been  religiously  bequeathed  to  the  poor,  was  out- 
rageously torn  from  them.  It  was  afterwards  granted  to 
Richard  Slayne,  with  a  fractional  portion  of  its  iiossessions: 
74  acres,  being* the  demesne-lands;  19  messuages;  a  water- 
mill;  3  closes,  and  100  acres  of  pasture  near  Kells;  40  acres 
in  St.  John's  Itath ;  70  acres  in  Mollagbe  and  the  townland 
of  Corison,  together  with  the  rectories  of  St,  John  in  Kells, 
of  Stoiieliall,  and  of  Durvaghe  in  O'Keily'a  country .11 

In  this  brief  selection,  we  have  noticed  only  some  of  tho 
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iiinH  rtininkalilo  of  thoflo  cntAblislimonts,  in  which  thtt  prtv 
[KTty  bcqiusatlKul  to  tho  sick  ,antl  destituto  poor  of  Irohmd 
iiud  Iwen  (Ipposited.  Tliey'  weix*  tlie  hallowed  asyluinii  of 
t'harity — tlio  consecmtcd  sanctuarios  of  ruiHwo  for  helpless, 
ilosolate,  ihitVering  humanity.  On  this  suhject,  however,  no' 
comment  shalt  bo  oflferud.  The  facts  already  advanced  shall 
8|K.nik  for  themselve*!;  they  may  servo  to  delineate  the  charac- 
ter of  that  frightful  epoch  in  which  they  occurred,  and  make 
us  acquainted  witli  one  of  tho  principl  sourccn  of  all  the  woen 
and  calamities  of  our  unhappy  country. 

Tn  ihiMo  [Hitilic  Mylitnu  ini^lii  Im  n<li|tMl  a  lcn);;;thcine4l  cntatogne  of  RiniilAr 
itutttufciuii!),  alJ  iif  wtiiult  liiul  Ikh^  it|M>linti'tl  and  iIciu»liKiiiy|  iii  tho  sixUwiiUi 
cuntury.  Amori^  tbew)  thu  followiii^  miiy  \>o  nntictHl:'— tho  priory  nuil  hoHiiital  »f 
Atliv,  foiititltNl  in  thu  thirteenth  cuntiiry  for  Triiiiinriaus,  hy  Uichanl,  lonl  of 
Uht'liAn  ;  tht*  jiriur)'  aikI  hiN^pital  of  Nrwtown,  for  TriiiitnrinnB,  in  Ibu  county 
of  McAth  :  tht<  ROMinian'U'ry  ami  licMjiiU'vl  of  t'lonaul,  in  tho  county  of  'rimm- 
mry  ;  thr  hoK|titnl  of  Kihimitihutn  W<>(h1,  {n  the  eounty^tf  Meuth ;  thu  Kim- 
|»iti»l  of  Kin.iK'ktn,  in  thu  county  of  (iulwny;  tho  hmpitiil  of  T^MKh-TempIo, 
111  tlio  <:»iiiityof  Sli;;o;  thu hoM|)itiU of  Kantlowu.  iu  thucountynf  KiMootnraon  ; 
tho  ho!4jnta]  of  Killaisu,  iif  the  uounty  of  l^arlow  ;  tlit*  hoMnital  of  Klbarry,  iii 
tho  county  ttf  WnU-rfonl ;  tho  htwpital  of  Ailair,  for  TrinitAriunK,  in  thocounty  of 
i.iincrit-k  ;  tho  hospital  of  llhiucnm-,  in  thu  conuty  of  Wati'rfunl ;  thu  hoBpttal 
of  Ktlhitl,  Id  thu  ootiuty  of  Kihlaru ;  thij  h^^talof  Ital1yti.t<;k,  in  thu  cuiiuty  of 
Wexfonl ;  the  hiMpital  of  t.'n»f>k,  in  tho  county  of  Wat«Tforil ;  tlio  hospital  of 
'roily,  in  the  county  of  KiMsrt>;  tlie  himpital  of  DuUvk,  iu  tho  county  of 
Meath  ;  and  tho  hovpltal  uf  Any,  in  tho  oouuiy  uf  Limerick. 


CHAPTEU  III. 

liiiVigiom  And  Literary  Cbanctcra  of  tho  jjiztecuib  Oeiittiry— General 
OtHjurvations. 

Maurice  I)k  Porto,  arqliliisliup  of  Timm,  eniiiieiit  for  hU  scrip 
tiiral  illustratiuiis,  ami  Icuriiud  coniiiiciitarics  on  tlio  writinga 
'  of  Scotus,  flourished  iu  thu  commencement  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  The  family  name  was  O'Filiely.  He  was  born  in 
tho  county  of  Cork,  near  BAItimoro — a  place  remiirknble  for 
its  commodious  and  beautiful  harbour;  on  which  account 
ho  was  generally  known  among  his  contcmiwrurics  by  the 
distinctive  a|>|)cnation  of  Do  I'ortu.  With  an  intention  of 
embracing  the  Franciscan  institute,  Manrlce,  at  a  very  early 
ago,  repaired  to  Pa<lua,  in  Italy,  where  he  mado  his  religious 
profession,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  with  such  success,  that 
after  a  period  he  took  out  ndcfrreoof  doctor  (iitriusque  juris), 
and  taught  for  several  years  in  the  niiivorsitv  of  that  city 
with  unbounded  applause.  During  his  residencoin  tliislincieiit 
seat  of   literature,  Maurice    iindertuuk    the   revision  of  ,Xho 
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Rciiortita,  the  Dialectic  Qn^tions,  and  otiicr  works  uf  Scotua, 
wbioli  lie  illustniti'J  witli  vnluiiblo  liotes,  uiiil  rtilieveil  from 
tlic  uUcurity  with'wliieh  siicli  nbAtriisu  aiul  iiiet;i|>liy.'<ic!il  >ul»- 
jcelH  liail  unavpidiihly  nliuiinded.*  About  tlie  saiiie  periiHl,  liu 
piiblisliod  Ilia  " Kiiobiridion  of  Kaitli,"  uiid  his  "Dictionary 
uf  the  Sacred  Scriptures,"  wliicli  latter  worlc  was  reprinted  in 
llSOIl,  at  the  request  of  the  illustrious  Matthew  Zaiie,  patriarch 
of  Vouifo.t  'ine  reputation  of  iIiIm  learned  man  was  not  con- 
(Incd  lo  Italy;  his  commentaries  were  received  in  most  of  tliu 
»clii)ols  throtjghout  the  south  of  Kiiropc,  and  opened  a  corres- 
piindenco  bi^tween  him  and  many  of  the  most  eminent  teachcm 
in  the  universities  of  that  age.  Amon^  the  number  of  these 
may  be  noticed  the  learncil  John  Cami.-rg,  who,  in  his  notes  on 
the  ;i5th  chapter  of  Solinus,  thus  writes: — "In  the  year  fol- 
h)win);,  Mauritius  dc  I'ortu,  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  the  onlcr  of 
St.  Francis,  became  eminent  for  his  extraordinary  knowledge 
of  divinity,  lo;;ick,  philosophy,  and  metaphysi<H(S,  It  is  scarce 
|x>ssible  to  rehite  how  ubli};ing  and  courteous,  ho,w  holy  and 
religious  he  was  in  his  conversation.  Ho  had  by  him  several 
written  mnniiments  of  his  learning;  but  his  unexpected  death 
prevented  their  iiTimediate  publication.  Six  hundred  letters, 
•  which  he  has  written  to  me  on  several  occasions,  must  show 
the  intimate  friendship  which  subsisted  l>etwecn  us;  with  tlio 
reading;  of  which  I  am  infinitely  delighted ;  so  j^reat  is  thelovu 
of  true  friendship,  oven  beyond  the  poiyer  of  the  grave."  lu 
consoiiuoncc  of  his  piety  as  well  as  his  learning,  ho  wa.s  held  in 
peculiar  esteem  by  pope  Julius  II.,  ami  in  Juno  150(i,  was  ad- 
vaiice<l  by  that  pontiif  to  tlie  arehiepiscopal  see  of  'J|uam,  then 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Philip  I'in.son.  Tlie  archbishop  Maurio', 
together  with  Thomas  Ilalsay,  bjshop  of  Leiglilin,  attended  at 
the  fifth  council  of  Lateran,  in  1515.  On  the  following  year 
lie  returiieil  to  Ireland,  but  had  scarcely  reached  Galway 
when  he  was  sciiped  with  a  sudilen  illness,  and  died  in  the 
Franciscan  convent  of  that  town,  where  he  was  interred  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1516.  Anthuny  Wood,  I^)3sevin,  and 
others,  enumerate  the  following  works  which  have  proceeded 
from  his  pen  :|  ICxpositio,  sivo  Lcctura  accuratissima  in  Qums- 
tioncs  Dialccticas  I).  Johannis  Scoti,  in  Isagogen  Porpliyrii; 
Venice,  1512.  Conimcntaria  Uoctoils  Subtilis  Johannis  Scoti 
in  duoilecim  libros  Metanhysicnt  Aristotelis  emendata,  ct 
Qnotationibus,  concordantiis  atque  annotationibus  dccorata; 
Venice,  1507.      Upithemata  in  insigne  forinalitatuin  opus,  de 

•  WmMing  lie  .Scriirt.         t  t*.'>««viu,  A|)|iwut  Siicr.  Orig.  Frauc.  |*a«  i. 
I  .Mlimue  OxtiuU-tuivA,  v.  i.  {'.  tf. 


Hi  (CCUSIAimCAL  BISTOttY  UF  IHELAlin, 

nionto  Doctoris  Sulitilisj  Venice,  I.fH.  Dictionnrittm  Sacrm"' 
Svriiitunc,  universia  concionatoribus  utile  ut  ncocssarium; 
Venice,  1603.  Epistolo)  diversa}  nd  Jolmnncni  ('ainenium 
(SexuginU).  Maurice  Do  Porta  linn  likewise  written  tlio  life 
'  John  Duns  Scotus,  and  a  book  of  distinctiuna,  which  hiu 
preserved  among  tlio  Francisvans  at  Kavcnna. 
ciioLAs  Maquibk,  bisliup  of  Lciuhliii,  lias  been  justly 
^  by  our  annalists  among  the  learned  writers  of  tho 
aixteeinJi  century,  Ho  was  born  about  the  year  14(iO,  in  tliu 
county  \f  Carlow;  but  in  compliance  with  the  prevailing 
custom  oMliis  age,  he  retired  to  9xford,  wliero  ho  iteceivcd  his 
education.XOn  his  return  to  his  native  country,  his  talents 
and  acquirenents  were  soon  appreciated,  and,  after  some  time, 
lie  was  apjiointed  to  the  prebendary  of  Ullard,  in  the  diocese  of 
I^ighlin.  Bi^iidcs  his  extensive  scholastic  knowledge,  and  his 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  the  ancient  fathers, 
Nicholas  became  particularly  celebrated  for  his  elaborate  and 
successful  researches  into  the  history  and  antiquities  of  his 
native  <K)untrv.  A  revision  of  its  ancient  annals,  a  correction 
of  its  chronofogy,' iind  other  subjects  of  national  interest  had 
been  projected,  and  were  in  a  stat^  of  considerable  progress, 
when  liu  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  wishes  of  his  superior,  and 
undertake  the  government  of  the  diocese  of  Loighlin.  After 
his  promotion  to  that  see  in  April,  HiMH  he  devoted  the  greater 
|>ortidn  of  his  time  to  the  pastoral  charge  now  committed  to  his 
care,  and  being  one  of  tho  most  eloquent  preachers  of  the  day, 
Iiis  iliscourscs  ware  attended  with  extraordinary  success.  This 
excellent  prelate  died  in  1512;  thf  only  portion  of  his  writings 
which  have  been  published  are  a  life  of  liis  predecessor  Miles 
Koche,  and  his  Chronicle,  which  has  been  of  great  service  to 
succeeding  annalists,  and  particularly  to  tlio  learned  Dowling, 
in  1598.* 

TiioHAB  Fitch  flourished  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth 
century,  and  was  the  author  of  some  valuable  records,  wliich 
are  occasionelly  referred  to  by  modem  antiquarians.  Having 
studie<l  at  Oxford,  he  became  a  Canon  Regular  of  St;  Augustin, 
and  sub-prior  of  the  church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  (Christ 
Church),  Dublin.  Ho  has  written  a  work,  entitled,  "  De  rebus 
aua>  Ecclesiio,''  which  has  Lcen  generally  called  the  "  Whito 
Hook  of  Christ  Church."  To  Thomas  is  likewise  attributed 
the  "  Necrology,"  or  book  of  obits  of  tho  said  church. 
Thomas  Fitch  died  on  tho  ItiEh  of  January,  1517,  and  was 
interred  in  Christ  Cliurcli.f 

•  Ware's  Wiitttn.  t  Ware ;  Usms' Writen. 
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RnpERic  Cassidv,  the  learned  continuator  of  the  Ulster 
Awials,  contritiiited  by  hin  tnlnitii  and  research  to  spread  ail- 
ditional  lif;ht  nroiind  llio  nntlqiiiticsDF  IiIh  nntivecouiitrr.  IIn 
was  a  distin<;iii.slicd  divine,  n  civilian  and  a  pliilnsonliur,  and 
became  arclnlcacon  of  Cioghor  under  the  learned  Patrick 
Cullen,  bishop  of  that  dineesc,  in  1 ,120.  liy  the  united  labours 
of  these  two  eminent  men,  that  invaluable  record,  the  liegUter 
of  the  Ancient  Dioeae  of  Ctogher,  had  been  complBled,  toj;other 
with  a  catnlojiuc  of  the  prelates  of  that  see.  Tho  Ulster 
Annals  (as  has  been  already  observed)  were  commenced  by 
Charles  Maguire,  and  bronoht  down  to  tho  year  1495  ;*  tho 
work  was  resumed  by  Cnssiiiy,  an<l  continued  to  tho  last  year ' 
of  his  own  life,  1541.  lib  has  likewise  enriehcil  the  first  yait 
of  these  national  annals  by  the  aildition  of  several  interesting 
events,  and  had  Intended  to  illustrate  the  whole  record  with  a 
supplement  and  a  variety  of  scholia,  demonstrating  its  chrono- 
logical accuracy,  but  the  infirmity  of  old  age  prevented  him. 
This  learned  antiiiuarian  died  at  Cloghor,  a  J).  1541.' 

David  Dk  La  Hoide,  an  eminent  wjiter  of  this  age,  was 
bom  in  the  barony  of  Carburji^ounty  of  Kildarc,  about  the 
year  1526.  He  received  his  cuucation  in  Mertoq^  College', 
Oxford,  where  he  took  his  degree  of  master  of  arts  in  1553, 
and  aftorwanis  obtained  a  distinguished  rank  among  tho  literary 
characters  of  those  times.  "  He  was  (savs  Staniliurst)  an  ex- 
quisite and  profound  clerk,  extremely  well  versed  in  the  Greek 
and  Ijotin  languages,  and  an  expert  mathematician,  antiquary, 
and  divine."!  When  Elizabeth  ascended  the  throne,  the  doc- 
trine of  the  queen's  spirituM  supremacy  was  rigidly  enforced 
in  the  universities:  it  was,  as  might  be  expected,  indignantly 
rejected  by  numbers,  and  among  these  the  learned  De  La 
Hoido  stood  iHirticularly  conspicuous.  In  1560  he  published 
an  able  dissertation,  in  which  he  exjiosed  the  novel  absurdity 
of  constituting  a  woman  the  hcjtd  tif  aichuro^  on  which 
account  he  was  expelled  the  university,  and  was  afterwards 
obliged  to  take  refuge  on  the  continent.  Tho  only  works  of 
this  learned  and  conscientious^man  which  have  cscajicd  tlio 
fury  of  those  times,  arc  an  oration  addres.sed  to  Jasper  Haywood, 
entitled  "  Do  Ligno  et  Fiuno,"  in  allusion  to  the  name  of 
that  |>ersonago;  also,  ."Schemata  ffii^torica  in  tabukm  con- 
tracta." 

Patrick  QiiEHKnFORD,  a  native  of  Waterford,  and  a  distin- 
guished alumnus  of  the  university  of  Oxford,  was  ab^ut  the 
laine  time  pursued  by  the  iutolerant  spirit  of  the  laws,  and 

*  See  ceuL  XV.  c.  iii.  t  I^eauriii.  Uith  cap.  vU. 
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nlilii^iMl  til  tako  refuge  in  n  foreij^  land.  Soon  after  his  onli- 
iiutiiiii,  ill  l^iCti,  ho  I'l'iiiovcil  to  Lnuvuin,  wlioro  he  renewed 
hJK  stuilit'H  with  siR'li  lirilliiint  siicccsii  tliiit  after  iiiinie  time  he 

Kink  ont  a  dej»ree<>'f  diictur  uf  divinity,  antl,  liceiime  one  of 
tlio  most  eHiiiK'iit  lecliiivrs  in  thiit  uiiiversjty.  Tlio  desire 
wliicli  lie  had  always  elierished  of  combiiiini;  the  religions 
vyilli  the  literary  life,  had  at  length  induced  him^o  beeonie  n 
nieinlHTof  the  scniety  of  the  Jesnits;  accordingly,  he  removed 
to  Spain,  where  he  was  hoiioiirahly  enijiloved  for  many  years, 
and  olibdned  iinlinniided  a]<phinse  in  some  of  the  most  celo- 
lirated  collegvs  of  that  kingiiom.  Uo  is  said  to  have  written » 
niany  learm-d  tracts  cii  |)liilo80|)liical  and  theoloc;ical  subjects. 
Uuriiig  his  residence  in  lrelan<ijie  piiblisluMl  a  treatise,  entitled 
"  Aiiswera  to  certain  (jie8tii)i)^ropimiided  by  the  Citizens  of 
Waterford;"  together  ^^■ith  a  collection  of  sermons j  likewise, 
"  (Tarinina  in  laudem  Comitis  Orniondia>."* 

UiL'iiAiin  STANiunnsT  has,  by  his  seveml  learned  produc- 
tions, eontribntcd  to  adil  to  the  literature  of  this  age.  lie  wan 
a  native  of  Dublin;  his  father,  James  Stanihurst,  was  recorder 
of  tlia»city,  and  had  Irhmi  elected  si>eaki'r  of  the  Irish  llnusu 

•iif  Coininons  in  .several  pig-|iament.s,  iKichard  Slaiiilinrst  waa 
also,  by  the  marriage  of  hia  sister  Margaret,  Uncle  to  James 
I'slier,  archbi.^hop  of  Armagh,  (laving  completed  his  course 
with  considerable  success  at  O.xford,  liJiero  ho  took  a  doffreo, 
he  removed  to  Lonrinn,  and  applied  himself  to  the  study  of 
the  law  at  FurnivaTsand  Lincoln's  Inns.     About  this  time  ho 

fniblished  his  "  Commentaries  on  I'orphiry,"  a  production  of 
lis  youthful  days.  His  next  work,  "  I)e  Uebns  in  Ilibernia 
Gestis,"  appears  to  have  been  digested  iminediatelv  after,  if 
we  may  be  alloweil  to  judge  from  the  giiiTiral  outline  of  its 
.statements,  and  the  object  which  it  is  presumed  the  author  bad 
at  that  time  in  contemi)lation.  This  production  comprises  u 
valuable  store  of  interesting  hi.storii>al  materials,  but  like  other 
treatises  of  a  similar  description,  it  aliounds  with  repeated 
errors,  and  most  palpable  ifiisrepresentations.  The  encourage- 
ment which,  even  from  an  early  jieriod,  had  been  held  out  to 
vilify  the  character  of  this  country,  was,  in  the  si.xteenth  cen- 
tury, carried  to  an  extravagant  and  shameless  extent  Its 
natural  resources,  its  history  and  its  language,  wore  depreciated 
by  some;  the  religion  and  education  of  its  |>enple,  their  habits 
and  morals,  were  satirized  and  uns|)aringly  maligned  by  others.^ 
Should  a  writer  feel  an.xious  to  advance  himself  through  the 
niedinn  of  court  patronage  dr  of  popular  retribution,  he  was. 

*  AtlifiL  Oatoh  vol.  i- 


Kvnornlly  rnmtniiiiiMl  tci  ^'r>  iilmi^  with  the  current  of  tho 
tiiiu'H;  nnii  it  uiis  mii<it  |ii'iilialily  iroiii  a  soiircct  such  ns  tliis, 
tlint  lliu  niimcriitis  iiiimliitonicnts  conliiiiiuil  in  tlic  nforeoniil 
worli  of  Staiiiliiir.it  liiid  tnlicn  their  rise.  "  llewiis  prejiidieeil 
(savs  Keatiiip)  liy  tlio  rewaivls .« Iiicli  liail  been  proiiiiseil  liiiii ; 
bill  he  lived  to  repetit  this  ill ju»lic4i4  and  when  he  had  entereil 
iiiti)  orders,  lio  iiromised  piihliely  to  retrart  all  tlie  falseTiooils 
lio  had  pulilislicd,  for  wliicli  piiriiiise  a  writirif;  was  drawn  ii|), 
witli  iin  intention  of  liavinj:;  it  printed  in  Irelimd."*  His  work 
"Do  Uebus  in  Ilibernia  (iestis,"  wuti  piiblislieit  in  four  books, 
at  Antwerp,  in  1!)8I,  tnj^ether  with  un  uppeiulix  from  Uiraldiis 
C'ambrvnsis.  On  liis  retnrn  to  Ireland,  Hicliard  Slanihurst 
rcwivcd  on  applvinj;  himself  to  the  practice  of  his  legal  pro- 
fession, hut  lieiii);  soon  distrusted  with  the  intolerant  spirit  of 
tho  times,  he  left  the  cnuiilrr,  and  retired  with  his  family  to 
ISi'iisscls.  Ill  this  eity  his  wife  died,  by  whom  ho  had  a  son 
named  William,  who  afterwords  became  a  Jesuit  and  an  ex- 
cellent writer.t  After  the  <lenth  of  his  wife,  Kichard  took 
holy  orders,  and  became  chaplain  to  the  archduke  Albert,  at 
that  time  residiii!;  in  Ihns^els  as  governor  of  the  Sixinisli 
Notherlaiidst  About  this  )ieriod  be  eompleted  his  Life  of 
St.  ralriek,  in  two  bonks,  edited  also  at  Antwerp,  in  1587. 
Ills  other  works  are  Ilebdoineda  Mariana  ex  Orthodoxls  Cii- 
tholicin  Uonianu!  Ecclesiiu  I'niribiis  Collectn;  Antwerp,  IdOil. 
llebdomeda  iMicharistica ;  Doiiay,  ItlM.  ISrevis  iHxmnnitio 
pro  fntura  concertatione  ciini  •iacolio  Usserio  lliiierno,  qni 
eonalur  proJinre,  I'lintillcem  Iionianiim  vcrilin  esso  Anti- 
eliristum;  Douay,  I(il5.  lie  has  written,  in  the  Knglish 
language,  a  Description  of  Irelaiul;  a  translation  of  the  first 
four  bonks  •>f  Virgil s  ./Eneiil  into  lienjie  verso;  and  u  traiis- 
"latiimof  scmie  of  the  I'sulma  of  David.  Itichard  Stjinihurst 
<lie<l  at  an  advanccil  age  in  Urussels,  a.d   Itiltf. 

One  of  the  priiicip;d  eharaeteiistics  of  Christianity  is,  that 
its  truths  had  been  dilliiseil  over  the  nations  of  the  etirtli 
without  the  help  of  either  wealth,  power,  or  persecution.  A 
few  individiijfls,  bereft  of  all  human  aid,  unt  a.ssisted  by 
Heaven,  went  Ibrtli  to  plant  the  cros.s,  and  to  proclaim  a 
(iosiiel,  every  masim  of  which  was  in  direct  opposition  to  all 
the  long-eherisbetl  prejudices  and  favourite  |^issions  of  man- 
kind. *riie  sword  was  drawn;  the  great  and  mighty  of  tltp 
earth  rose  11)1. •  the  philosopher  in  his  pride— the  tyrant  in  I911 
wnilh;  villages  with  their  jiopulation^cities  with  their  niulti-.^ 
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tiideii— ilib  wliiite  *(irlrt  imir  amiywl  in  hoitilit^agauut.tb.oiiu.  ..^ 
yut  they  siicccodcd,  nnil  by  mocknusa  nnil  forbearance,  by 
iiiilli  aii<l  conviction,  tliey  laid  prostrato  the  superstitions  of 
aijcs,  and  on  Iho  niins  tliereof,  erected  the  cross  and  the 
triumphant  Gosiwl  of  a  crucified  Saviour.  On  tlie  oilier  hand,  . 
error  and  impiety  can  make  no  advance  unless  accompanied 
by  cruelty  anil  the  whole  train  of  Inmian  calamities:  licnce  it 
is,  that  the  surest  index  6f  a  (hllarions  system  is  the  misery, 
the  woes,  the  scour^'cs,  which,  in  its  rise  and  prof^ress,  it 
never  fails  to  employ  and  uii«|»iri»gly  inflict  on  mankind. 
'^I'lie  truth  of  this  observntinn  is  more  than  abundantly  illus- 
trated  by  tlio  history  of  religion  in  its  various  forms  and  revo- 
lutions, throurrhout  the  diHerent  states  and  nations  of  the 
world,  liet  us  take  for  example  .Mahomctanism,  and  place  it 
Iwforo  Its  as  a  criterion.  The  impostor  himself  set  out  on  the 
principle  of  actual  compulsion;  lie  put  weapons  in  the  hancis 
of  his  followers;  he  drew  the  sword,  and  plundered  and  exter- 
minated every  man  who  refused  to  receive  the  |ieculiar  system 
which  ho  unauthoritalirely  had  thuu;;lit  proper  to  force  upon 
them.  From  Arabia  his  successors  |)ciietratc(l  into  Asia:  the 
rich  plains  of  Palestine,  of  Asia  Minor  and  P«rsiaSwero  soon 
covered  with  the  dead,  and  crimsoned  with  tlio  blood  of  their 
inhabitants.  Villages,  towns,  and  cities  were  sacked  and  du- 
niolishcd;  imblic  security  as  well  as  private  proiwrty  became 
alike  the  objects  of  faimtie.nl  fury ;  confiscations,  outrageous 
despotism,  the  plunder  and  blood  of  the  people,  marked  tlio 
footsteps  of  the  innovatinf;  religionist;  while  theso' beautiful 
countries,  so  blessed  by  Nature,  were  literally  transformed 
into  an  almost  desolate  waste,  over  which  terror  and  death 
seelned  to  maintain  an  awfully  universal  and  undisputed 
dominion.  Such  is  the  brief  but  correct  outline  of  both 
CliriBtiaiiity  and  Mahometaiiisin  in  their  rise  and  progress:  i( 
now  remains  with  the  reailer  to  determine,  from  the  historical 
facts  already  stated,  to  wliicli  of  tho  two  does  the  event 
usually  termed  tho  Keformation  of  the  sixteenth  century  bear 
tho  nearest  and  mosfliutural  resemblance.  The  limits  of  these 
remarks  prevent  us  from  eiiteriug  injo  further  illustration: 
the  point  at  issue  is,  however,  an  axiom — a  melancholy  and  a 
heart-reniling  one  to  this  unhappy  coui\try._ 

We  shall  now  turn  our  attention  to  the  unparalleled  outrage- 
ous plunder  which  had  been  committed  on  tho'sick  and  desti- 
tute poor  of  Ireland ;  still  keeping  in  vi;iw  the  contra.st  between 
ancient  and  modern  times  —between  those  ages  if  Catholicity, 
whciuhe  sick  had  hospitals  and  tlie  |)Oor  had  alms-houses,  witii-\ 
out  apy  expense  or  tax  on  tho  public,  and  this  our  day,  when 


ECCI.EarASTICAL  HISTOnv  OF  inCLAKD   '  447 

the  nnemploj-cil,  the  infirm,  «n<l  tlio  iluntitiito,  are  confined  in 
work-lMiHMM,  wiiilo  tliu  uiuctiun  uiid-fiximiiiljturcjliercof  miist 
fall  iniiici|Killy  on  the  shmildcrs  of  an  olrcady  overburdened,'  ^"' 
iiii|(tivcri9lipd,  and  confesneilly  tottering  community.  Before 
Henry  VIII.  began  liis  confiscations  we  had  numbcrleiui  hos- 
pitaU  and  aini-houscs  in  this  ct>untry.  To  these  asylums  nn 
immense  jiortion  of  prop<>rty  liad  leen  bequeathed  by  divers 
cliaritable  jK'rsons;  and  these  bci|ue8ts  were  expressed  in  such 
n  manner,  that  those  wlio  had  the  ]>rniK'rty  in  trust,  t)iat  is,  the 
priors  and  abbots,  were  rendered  inoai>al)le  of  appropriating  tho 
smallest  portion  of  it  to  their  own  use.  These  husj>itids  had 
been  l>ound  by  charter  as  well  as  by  their  institute,  to  keep  a 
certain  number  of  be<ls  in  readiness  for  tlie  sick ;  while  tho 
alms-houses  were  thrown  ojieii  to  tho  public,  and  every  man  in 
want  of  bread — tho  friendless  and  the  destitute  met  a  welcome 
reception,  nay  more,  tliey  had  a  claim  to  the  relief  wliicli  was 
there  freely  tuid  generously  administered.  In  fiirming,  there- 
fore, an  i>slimnte  of  the  public  plunder  which  had  been  com- 
initte<l  under  tlie  pretext  of  a  religious  reformation,  wo  ab- 
stract altogether  from  that  part  of  the  property  which,  by 
donation,  personal  acquirement,  and  right,  appertained  to  the 
ecclesiastic  bodies  themselves;  we  tike  into  account  only  that 
portion  which  exclusively  belonged  to  the  infirm  and  the  des- 
titute poor  of  the  country,  and  which  wo  have  seen  has  been 
shamelessly,  torn  from  them.  But  most  assuredly,  Christianity 
must  have  been  outrageously  abused,  when  its  sacred  name  is 
employed  for  purposes  so  base  and  revolting:  we  may  read  of 
ancient  and  of  inoilern  autocrats,  and  deprecate  their  doings, 
but  let  histiiry,  even  in  its  blackest  page,  point  out  any  one 
nation  under  heaven  where  human  beings  have  been  so  op- 
pressed, merely  because  they  were  unwilling  to  give  up  the 
religion  of  their  fathers  and  adopt  tho  whims  and  fancies  of  a 
^  wicked  monarch,  and  of  a  coi'ru]itc4  and  an.abancloned  court. 
If  tho  religious  institutions  of  ancient  times  were  to  bo  upset, 
and  if  the  property  appertaining  fxclimvely  to  these  imlitutioni 
was  to  be  sacrificed,  be  it  so;  but  the  great  question  still  re- 
mains, wliy  invade  the  rights  of  the  poor  ?  Why  demolish  the 
public  hospital  ?  Why  close  the  door  of  the  alms-house,  or  con- 
fiscate that  property  which  by  fair  and  legal  bequest,  by  naturah 
justice  belonged  to  the  sick,  tlie  infirm,  and  tho  unemployed  des- 
titute poor  of  Ireland  ?  The  answer  to  these  queries  would  lead 
us  to  tlie  very  sonice  of  these  evils:  it  may  be  readily  traceil  in 
the  historical  outline  which  has  been  presented  in  the  foregoing 
sheets,  and  will  be  still  more  forcibly  elucidated  by  both  tho 
civil  and  ecclesiastical  events  of  the  subsequent  century. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

NnOVring«  oftiu  Clnin'Ii  of  Irohml  UTnlcr  .Iami>s  I.— Tntiilernnt  prtM-owlinps  of 

#    Knox  iln(M*ichi^t*tr — AfM»tultcal  It-tlwrof  !'.iul  V SUt«  of  Cathnhuity 

on  tli«  iic»f  iisioti  of  ('JinrleH  I,~  llintory  of  thi-  SuprelB*  Cmtnril;  — OtdhiimI  ■ 
creaU"«  n  diviKiuii  anions  tlio  i'oiiffdrrat*:!!.— Arrival  ot  tlio  Nuncio  ItinnC' 
rini  -~Mp«tin>!  of  tlif  I'n-laU'H  at  Watorftml. — I'riiBunai  of  Uie  Nuncio 
N  ami  tlivir  conHi-ipicnL'OH.—  Nyno«l  of  Ihf  i'rvlatc*  at  Utuf^lin^a  anil  •fameii'a- 
t^iwn -  Awful  pro^reaa  of  (^'romwull  tlmtu^jli  fn'laml. -History  of  tlw 
ltis)io|>B  anil  rri^Hta  who  tM>aUil  tliv  TaitU  with  titi-'ir  I'lood. — .lU'monBtmniio 

of  tln^  Irinh  Clcr^  undi-r  CliarWa  II Htatuof  ih«Cllllrcho(.  Itvlandamler-.  |.< 

•lauiiM  11.  anil  William  111. 

'PiiK  wroiipp  hitherto  inflictt'd  on  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
were,  withniU  doubt,  multiplied  and  prievous;  thov  were, 
however,  but  a  mere  prelude  to  the  erucible  through  wjnch  the ' 
same  perseciitud  but  faithful  per)plo  were,  during  the  entire 
period  of  the  seventeenth  i:eulury,  doomed  to  iiaHS.  When 
the  sceptre  of  Kngland  IkuI  been  placed  in  the  liands  of  the 
Stuiirtd,  and  that  Jamea  I.  axcendod  the  llritish  throne  in  ItiOH, 
the  hope  of  obtaining  ju.stice  began  once  more  to  beam  U|Min 
Catholic  Ireland.  Many  of  those  who  liad  been  forced  into 
I  xile  returned  to  tJieir  native  cunntry :  chnrches  were  rebuilt — 
moiMsteriea  rc|>aired — the  sacix-d  duties  of  the  sanctuary  were 
resumed,  and  the  odices  of  the  •Church  were  performed  with 
iindisliirbcd  Fnfety  tlirou^liout  the  kingdom.  'J'his  state  of 
coni]mrativ"e  traiujuillity  w  as  not,  however,  sutTered  to  continue: 
the  mercenary  spirit  of  James  liad  rendered  him  callous  to  the 
feelings  of  humanity,  as  well  its  to  the  dictates  of  religion ;  and 
whenever  wealth  was  to  he  accumulatcib  or  favouritism  in-/ 
dulged,  both  religion  and  humanity  became  alike  disregarded; 
Scarcely  had  this  monarch  been  placed  on  the  throne  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  hopes  of  tlio  people  began  to  revive,  when  the 
'storm  with  renewed  fury  a)>pcared  to  collect  arouml  thein.  It 
was  ushered  in  by  the  publication  ot^nn  edict  dated  the  4th  of 
July,  10O,');tlie  enactments  of  E!izai)Oth  were  to  be  rigorously 
enforced  with  the  loMowiiig  ailditional  annomicement:  ''ft 
huth  scented  proper  to  n»  to  proclaim,  and  we  hcri'by  make 
known  to  our  subjects  in  Ireland,  that  no  toleration  shall  ever 
he  gfantvd  by  us ;  this  we-do  fur  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  all 
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linp«  that  any  otiier  religion  shall  bn  allowed,  save  that  which 
in  ('(iiisoii.'int  til  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  roalni."* 

Thti  pulilication  uf  this  edict  threw  the  country  onco  more 
into  a  stuto  of  des|H)ndency.  It  was  consi(loro<I  by  some  as 
having  emanated  li-om  the  deputy,  without  Imving,  iwrhaps, 
obtained  the  royal  sanctiun ;  neverthulcss,  that  it  was  the  sure 
furorunner  of  new  and  frightful  r^tainities,  was  a  truth  which 
no  one  presumed  to  question.  'Ijie  cU-rgj^  were  once  more 
obliged  to  conceal  themselves — the  nobility  were  harrassed — 
the  oath  of  suprcpiacy  was  renewed,  and  every  means  were 
adopted  to  gain  acquiesconco  nr  force  it  violently  on  the 
nation.  Such  an  attempt  was,  however,  as  fruitless  as  it  was 
oppressive;  the  resolution  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  waf  not 
to  be  shttkeit;  while  the  monarcli  was  left  to  the  mortifying  . 
reflection,  that,  his  edict  had  tended  only  to  im])art  new  vigour 
to  the  already  avowed  determination  of  the  people.  When 
open  persecution  fails,  intrigue  and  the  scuds  of  division  are 
the  last  materials  that  rcMiiain  in  the  hands  of  a  despot.  A 
new  oath  is  <lovised,  and  Catholics  of  every  class  arc'called 
ii|H)n  to  adopt  it  as  the  only  test  of  their  allegiance.  The 
substance  of  this  oath  regarded  |)rinci|mlly  the  well-known 
and,  at  that  time,  almost  universally  received  doctrine  among 
schoolmen,  by  which  the  pope's  clirect  or  indirect  power  over 
temporalities  was  maintained,  together  with  the  right  of  de- 
|iosing  princes  who  should  happen  to  come  under  the  public 
censures  of  the  Church.  Every  Catholic  is  aware  that  this 
doctrine  iornis  no  article  of  his  faith;  it  was,  m  has  been 
alreaily  siated,  a  mere  (luestion  in  the  schools — at  this  day  it 
h  exploded ;  yet,  at  the  tiiric  of  which  wo  are  treating,  the 
introduction  of  such  a  doctrine,  set  forth  in  the  shayie  of  an 
oath,  and  presented  as  a  slate  document,  produced  no  small 
share  of  discontent  and  alarm  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Among  the  divines  and  canonists  no  inconsiderable  division 
prevailed ;  s(mio  maintaining  that  such  oath  cnuld  be  tikcn  as 
un  evidence  of  fidelity  to  the  ruling  power,  while  others  were 
for  mlhering  to  the  old  scholastic  doctrine,  inasmuch  as  in  the 
formula  of  the  oath  llio  opinion  itself  was  emphatically  termed 
both  impious  ami  lieretieal.  The  question,  however,  was  put 
at  rest  by  the  brief  of  Paul  V.,  in  lOOO,  which  was  imme- 
diately folluweil  by  another  at  the  close  of  the  same  year:  in 
both  of  these  briefs  the  oath  was  declared  nnlawfui.t  The 
reader  must  bo  sensible)  that  the  discussion  of  this  subject 
coines  not  within  the  sphere  of  this  analysis.     One  thing  is 

*  O'Ditly,  Rolntio  Pence  Ilib.  p  232.  t  Ibid,  f,  iM. 
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cprtain,  pivo  the  people  liberty — lixvc  tliem  that  juBtico  to 
which  they  lire  eiititleil — o|)eii  thciUxir  to  ti>K>r.itioii,  niicl  »iich 
(iiiths  heconie  unneccsaiiry,  sucli  (luestiona  become  at  once  both 
unmeaning  wid  iuiiuuuuiu. 

The  firmness  of  tlie  Catliolics  effected  what  might  be  fcrnieit" 
a  respite  of  about  four  years.  During  this  brief  |)eriod,  tlio 
repose  wliich  tlio  country  Bcemc<l  to  enjoy,  resembled  more  the 
awful  stillness  of  the  grave,  than  the  flourishing  tranquility  of 
n  contented  and  a  happy  nation.  The  mHtcrials  of  destruction 
wore  gathering — the  lava  was  already  collected^  apd  nothing 
was  wanted  but  the  bursting  of  the  crater  to  make  the  scene 
more  terriBc  than  ever.  In  Ireland  as  well  as  in  England 
there  were  agents  ready  anti  willing  to  commence  the  exeeutioii 
of  Biiali  a  task.  This  cla.<iH,  in  both  countries,  was  numerous 
enough,  while  the  sphere  in  which  they  moved,  and  the  |wwcr 
which  they  fortunately  had  not  in  tijeir  hands,  served  only  to 
cast  a  deejicr  tinge  on  the  durkifcss  of  their  character.  At 
length,  in  IfilO,  the  proelaniation  of  Chichester,  the  then 
deputy  of  Irclamj.  furnished  the  opportunity  which  had  been 
so  anxiously  desiml.*-  The  sword  is  drawn,  and  the  altars 
and  priesthood  of  the  country  are  once  more  yielded  up  to 
th«  ra|>acity  of  the  f.matical  bigots  of  the  day.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  allow  insertion  to  this  document;  it  was  merely  a 
transcript  of  tlie  edict  already  publisKed  in  1C05.  By  some  it 
was  read  with  scorn ;  others  pitieil  tli^  man  who  seemed  to  bo 
so  little  acquainted  with  the  spirit  of  Iho  nation ;  and  all  were 
determined  tostand  round  their  roligioii — the  only  undestroyed 
monument  of  their  ancient  niitimLJ  grandeur.  Notwith- 
staniting  this  unshaken  resolutiuKal>4ic  part  of  the  Catholics, 
Iho  spirit  of  the  proclamation  was  followed  up,  while  Chi- 
chester, like  another  Nero,  was  not  unfrequently  seen  to  revel 
amidst  both  the. ideal  and  real  scenes  of  its  cunsc<|uences. 

Tftuo,  however,  at  length  develo|)oil  the  utter  incompetency 
of  the  governor,  nor  Was  it  until  the  arrival  of  Knox  from 
KcotlAnd  tluit  cither  Oh:  chestcr  or  his  agentj  could  suniiiion 
courage  sufKcient  enou  ;li  to  meet  the  united  resolve  of  the 
( "catholics  of  this  countr  .  Knox  (a  name  sufficiently  notorious 
in  the  annals  of  those  limes)'  had  just  been  nominuled  bishop 
of  liaplioe;  beheld,  n  orcover,  the  title  of  supreme  prelate: 
and  jmrtly  by  his  obse  [uiousness,  but  much  more  from  his 
inveterate  hostility  to  t  le  Catholics,  he  obtained    the  second 


seat  among   the   coun 
dejiarture  from  Londoi 


ellors   of   the    kingdom.      Uefofe   his 
Knox  entened  into  a  solemn  eiigago- 
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inent  tA  extirpate  tlui  Calliiilic  rclijiion  in  Ireland ;  while  the 
king,  on  his  part,  invested  liini  with  powers  the  most  ample. 
The  new  ajuistlo  hud  scarcely  arrived  in  Unblin  when  ho 
prctionte<l  hunself  l>efore  the  deputy,  and  in  languaf;o  grave 
and  cloqt|eiit  set  forth  the  high  commission  with  which  he 
had  been  entrimtcil.  Chrchrster,  partly  rrnni  inclination,  blit 
much  mure  through  dread  of  the  monarch,  instantly  yiehlg 
assent;  and  thus  waa  Knox,  under  the  name  of  a  Christian 
hishop,  authorized  to  draw  the  swonl  and  revel  amidst  the 
auiferings  of  his  fellow-men.  From  among  the  many  cilictg 
issued  on  this  occasion,  the  following  sh.'Ul  bo  selected:* — First, 
idl  bislin|>s  und  priests  are  to  quit  the  kingdom  umler  penalty 
of  death ;  secondly,  whoever  shall  harbour  a  prie*t  aliall  bo 
punished  by  the  confiscati(m  of  his  pro|)erty ;  thirdly,  no  papist 
shall  send  In's  son  or  relative  Iwyond  the  seas  for  education, 
under  the  usual  |)enalty;  fourthly,  no  piipist  shall  attempt  to 
discharge  the  duty  of  schoolmaster  iii^the  kingdom;  fifthly, 
all  |>er8oiis,  uf  every  ago,  sex,  ami  rank,  shall  be  present  at  the 
seri/icc  of  coimnoii  prayer  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  disappointment  which  Knox  and  his  followers  expe- 
rienced, must  have  8ei]\'ed  as  an  additional  stimulant  to  their 
propensity  for  intolerance.  Thoy  came  to  this  country  under 
an  impression  that  abundance  of  church-property  still  re- 
mained ;  the  altar  with  the  magnificence  of  the  sanctuary  waa 
shining  brilliant  before  their  eyes;  an^  although  they  pre- 
tended to  hold  the  liilile  in  one  hand,  they  had  the  other 
already  stretched  out  to  grapple  with  the  B|H>ils.  But  unfor- 
tunately these  were  all  gone, — they  were  swept  away  by  Kliza- 
lietli  and  her  predecessors;  while  the  trifling  fragments  which 
remained  were  carefully  collected,  and  already  secured  by 
their  own  countrymen.  During  the  persecution  of  Knox,  the 
small  humble  chapels,  which  the  |icoplu  of  Irelanil  had  with 
difliciilty  erected,  were  plundered  and  (Vililed ;  the  altars 
were  demolishcil;  plate,  vestments,  and  chalices  were  con- 
verted to  profane  uses.  Nut  content  with  de8|>oiling  the 
sanctuary,  it  was  an  occurrence  by  no  means  unusual  to  break 
into  the  houses  of  the  nobility  and  the  more  comfortalilo 
classes,  and  carry  away  cups,  goblets,  and  other  furniture, 
under  pretence  tliat  they  were  |>opish  vessels  belonging  to  the 
.  service  of  the  Church.f 

The  constancy  and  heroism  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
became  now  a  general  subject  of  eulogy  throughout  the  diffe- 
rent nations  of  the  continent;  while  I'aul  V.  aTtdrcssed  to  them 
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an  np<>«tolical  letter,  in  which  hu  compares  them  to  the  martym 
of  priiiiitivo  times,  exhorts  them  to  perseverance,  und  poiiitu 
nut  the  ruwnr<U  which  in  n  better  worUl  must  nwait  tliem.* 
"  Ye  f;lory  in  that  f»itli  (he  acl<h<)  by  which  your  ruthera  pro- 
cured fur  their  country  the  distiiimiishcd  appella(ipp  pi  aa. 
Island'  of  Saints.  N<>t  nave  the  suiTerinfrs  which  ye  endured 
been  allowed  to  remain  unpublished ;  yonr.Kdclity  and  Christian 
fortitude  have  liccnmu  the  subject  of  universal  admiration,  and 
the  praise  of  your  name  Ims  Ion;;  since  been  loudly  c«l«,|>rated 
in»very  portion  of  the  Christian  world.  Wherefore,  be  stand- 
fast and  persevere:  our  prayers  shall  ho  unceasing." 

On  the  return  of  Chichester  to  Irckiiil,  in  1()15,  the  perse- 
cution was  resumed;  but  us  Cecil  and  the  king  himself  wero 
iiblifred  to  aeknowledpe,  it  only  served  to  render  the  Catholics 
moru  united  and  determined  than  ever.  So  astonished  were 
the  most  incapable  of  their  adversaries,  that  Chichester  was 
wont  to  ileclarc,  "  that  popery  must  be  something  inherent  in 
the  soil  of  Ireland ;  that  the  very  air  and  cliuiato  mnst  ~l>e 
inrcctc<l  therewith ;  when,  sooner  tifcn  abandon  it,  men  were 
determined  on  renouncinp  olwdienco  to  their  prince,  all  regard 
for  tlieir  jiosterity,  and  even  their  own  temporal  happiness  and 
lives. "I 

The  deputy,  Sir  Oliver  St.  John,  who  snccceded  Chichester 
in  IGIG,  even  surpassed  his  pre<lcces»or  in  intolerance.  This^ 
governor,  immediately  on  his  arrival  in  Dublin,  caused  his  pro- 
clamation for  the  arrest  of  priests  to  be  published.  Armed  com- 
missaries, headed  by  the  notorious  Boy  ton,  scoured  the  country ; 
the  houses  of  the  nobility  were  pillaged ;  nuAibers  were  cast  into 
jirison,  while  terror  and  despair  once  more  covered  the  face  of 
the  kingdoni.|  Such  was  the  melancholy  state  of  aflliirs,  when 
the  Catholic  prelates  of  Ireland  suggested  the  propriety  of 
addressing  a  supplicatory  remonstrance  to  all  the  orthodox 
princes  of  Europe,  and  particularly  to  Charles  III.  of  S|)ain. 
There  was  nothing  either  in  the  oliject  or  in  the  terms  of  this 
document  which  could  even  remotely  be  construed  either  into 
ilisatleetiori  or  disrespect  for  the  sovereign  under  whose  laws 
ihey  were  doomed  to  live.  It  exhibitea  a  full  and  faithful 
outline  of  persecutions  hitherto  un|):iralleled,  accompanied  with 
an  earnest  supplication  that  the  SiHinish  monarch  would  intcr- 
|K>se,  and  by  admonitory  iuHuenee  prevail  on  James  to  relax 
the  severity  of  those  statutes  which  had  been  so  long  and  so 
unsparingly  enforced  against  his   Catholic   8ubjects.§     This 
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uppoal \ecm«   tn  linvo.pnidiiced  tlie  ilosired  effi-ct;   in   1C22 
Vnny,  vincuiirit  Knlklnml,  vtm  npniiintcil  lord  deputy,  and  ^a, 
inorvoTor,  invested  with  iHiner  iruin  tlie  kin);  to  allow  to  niu 
Iriili  Catholics  the  unrestricted   exercise  of  tlioir  rulijfioia* 
I'Uia  just  Bnd  bvnij^n  commission  would  most  probably  hav 
been  put  into  execution,  lind  it  not  been  prevented  by  .TanieV 
IJsshor,  tlion  IVotcstant  bislntp  pf  Meath,  and  afterwards  ofl 
Armnfrh.     With  audi  vehemence  iliii  tins  zealot  and  liis  factioni 
prosecute  their  scheme,  that  on  the  following  year  the  former  ' 
snnguinnrv  cilicts  were  renewed,  while  the  clercy,  both  secular 
anil  regufar,  were  once  more  ordered   to  quit  the  kingdom 
within  forty  days,  or  Im  subject  to  the  jienaltics  specified  by 
law.t    Snch-tKos  the  linnentable  condition  in  which  the  |>ooplo 

'  of  Ireland  stood  when  James  I.  closed  his  mortal  uareor.  He 
died  on  the  27th  March,  1625. 

Charles,  who  succee<led  on  the' demise  of  his  father,  ttrould, 

^Hiierhaps,  hav/j  acted  justly  towards  his  Iridi  Catlmlic  subjects, 
liad  that  spirit  of  relic>ous  phrcnzy,  by  which  tlio  nation  was 
tlien  distracted,  and  the  interested  advisers  by  whom  he  was 
surrounded,  allowed  him  to  a^t  agreeable  tu  the  impulse  of 
bis  own  feelings.  lie  certainly  intended  to  grant  liberty  of 
conscience  to  tlie  Catholics  of  Ireland,  but  as  Ware  testifies, 
lie  was  ultimately  prevented  by  the  Protestant  liiemrcliv,{ 
accordingly,  in  Kii!),  wo  find  the  usual  edicts  revived,  but 
with  just  as  little  prospect  of  breaking  down  the  spirit  of  the 
people  as  ever.  The  writers  of  those  times,  in  general,  give 
Charles  great  credit  for  bis  liberality  and  good  intentions 
towards  Irelaml ;  but  it  must  bo  admitted,  that  like  the  rest  of 
the  .StuarLs  he  was  >^'eak,  timid,  and  vak:illating  :  he  made  use 
of  his  frienils  to  serve  his  own  private  views;  and  whenever  it 
answerC'd  his  puriwse,  he  allowed  them  to  become  the  victims 
uf  the  caprice  and  cruelty  of  their  enemies. 

Hitherto  we  have  seen  Protestant  rulers  and  Protestant 
prelates  issuing  edicts,  and  with  fire  and  sword  pursuing  their 
Catholic  tellciw-subjects:  the  scene  at  length  is  changed  ; 
the  spirit  of  discord,  which  assuredly  belongs  to  every  inno- 
vation, is  now  evoked,  and  one  Protestant  faction  draws  the 
sword  against  the  other,  until  at  length  the  throne  is  upset,  and 
the  monarch  himself  ends  his  day^  on  the  scaffold.  Charles, 
at  the  instigation  of  Laud  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  attempts, 
in  1631,  to  force  Protestant  episcopalian  doctrines,  with  the 
liturgy  of  the  Knglish  Church,  on  the  Presbyterians  of  Scot- 
land.   The  expcrimeut  proved  to  be  a  fatal  one:  a  formidable 
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resintanco  is  inaije,  nn<l  in  a  short  time  the  wIioIp  nntinn  is  up 
HI  anna.  In  tlie  lAoiintlinc,  the  gnvorncfii  to  whose  core  thu 
■niiim{;)'ineiit  of  Irclniiil  hiiil  been  intrusted,  iisoil  every  moans 
to  harniss  tlie  Catholics:  new  uoilKsci/tioMs  were  threateiieil, 
the  prisons  were  thrown  oi)en,  and  a  general  oxtenninutioii 
was  virtually  prQclaiiueil.  To  sources  such  as  those  .must  W 
tn>cc<l  the  insurrection  of  IBll;  while,  to  oppression  on  tlio 
one  hanil,  and  resistance  on  the  other,  must  bo  attributed 
those  frijriitful  scenes  which  the  civil  liistory  of  these  times 
so  lamentably  unfolds.'  , 

Tho  cause  of  the  Puritans  was  by  this  time  rapidly  advanc- 
ing in  Kngland:  a  proat  ]>ortiou  of  the  Irish  ])arliiiment,  and 
nearly  all  tho  officers  of  state,  professed  themselves  in  favour 
of  their  views;  while,  it  was  well  known,  that  had  they  suc- 
ceeded in  the  overthrow  of  monarchy,  their  first  act  would  be 
to  extirpate  the  Otholics  of  Ireland,  or  canse  them  to  be 
transplanted  as  colonists  along  the  wilds  and  <lesert  shores  of 
the  West  Indies.*  Thus  circumstanced,  the  Irish  Catholics 
thoujrht  it  hiiih  time  to  consult  their  own  preservation.  Every 
law,  l)Oth  divine  and  natural,  im|>eratively  called  on  them  to 
stand  rounil  their  religion  and  secure  their  altars,  their  lives, 
and  their  pro|)ertv,  from  the  destruction  by  which  they  were 
all  inevitably  and  now  alike  threatened.  In  Ifii'i,  a  general 
convention  of  the  natitm  was  determined  upon,  tho  city  of 
Kilkenny  l>eing  the  place  apiMiinted  for  the  delilwnition  of  its 
affidrs.  liesides  the  Catholic  nobility  and  prelates  of  the 
king<lom,  this  memorable  assembly  was  conip<Hied  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  most  inllucntial  man  chosen  from  each  city, 
town,  and  coimty.  Tho  freedom  of  their  religion,  of  their 
country,  and  of  their  king,  being  the  great  object  for  which 
they  had  confederated,  they  came  to  the  resolution  of  recurring 
to  the  only  means  now  in  their  [jower,  their  own  union,  their 
strength,  and  their  arms ;  and  they'  bound  themselves  by  a 
solemn  oath,  never  to  sheathe  the  sword  until  they  saw  their 
religion  free,  their  king  constitutionally  independent,  and  they 
themselves  in  possession  of  their  natural  and  inalienable  rights. 
At  the  same  time  tho  prelates  and  clergy  were  called  on,  as 
citizens  and  as  the  guardians  of  religion,  to  ^ome  forward  and 
co-operato  with  their  countrymen.  In  conTpliance  with  this 
demand  of  the  nation,  a  synod  was  convened  at  Kilkenny 
early  in  the  month  of  May,  in  which  it  was  unanimously 
resolved — "  That,  whereas,  the  (Otholics  of  Ireland  have 
taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  their  religion,  for  tho  preserva- 
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tion  of  tlii>  kinfr,  already  tlireatcncd  witli  cluntruetion  bv  the 
I'uritana,  ns  likewise  fur  llio  security  of  tlioir  own  liven, 
piMMewiioiM,  mill  liljerty;  wo,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Catholicn, 
(ivclaro  these  nroceedinj;*  to  Ih)  most  jnst  anil  lawful.  Nover- 
tlicless  if,  in  the  pursuit  of  these  olijects,  any  jierson  or  persons 
shoulil  be  nctuateil  by  motives  of  avarice,  malice,  or  revenjje, 
wo  ilccJuru  such  persons  to  be  (;uilty  of  a  j^ijevous  offence, 
and  descrvoillv  subject  to  the  censures  of  the  Church,  unless 
upon  advice  they  change  their  intentions,  and  pursue  a  dil- 
ferent  course.  Given  at  Kilkenny,  12th  of  May,  1GI2.'* 
Thus  animated,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  aro.now  detorniined 
to  insist  on  their  rinhts ;  and  that  their  proceedings  might  be 
conducted  with  order  anil  becoming  itigiiity,  a  council  of 
twenty-four  is'  selected  out  of  the  general  boily.  The  mem- 
bers comprising  this  tribunal  were  denominated  the  Sui)rcuio 
Council  of  the  Confederated  Catholics  of  Ireland:  Kichurd 
liutler,  viscount  Mountgarret,  was  dieir  president;  and  to  the 
decision  of  this  council  the  entire  nation  boand  itself  to  |>ay 
implicit  obedience.  The  success  which  attended  their  arms 
iluring  this  and  the  following  year,  surpassed  even  the  hn|>es 
of  the  most  sanguine;  in  a  few  months  thev  found  themselves 
in  iHjsscssion  of  Cork,  Limerick,  Galway,  §ligo,  and  Uuncun- 
non,  then  considered  the  most  fort i lied mrt  of  the  kingdom; 
thev  had,  in  short,  all  Irehind  in  their  liamLs,  except  Uubliu 
ami  a  few  forts  in  the  north.  Notwithstanding  the  brilliant 
aiid  unpreceilentcd  success  whiclfl  up  to  this  period,  had 
crowned  the  arms  of  the  confederates,  nothing  more  was 
insisteil  U|h)I1  than  tho  original  demand ;  namely,  the  natural 
and  equitidile  eiijiiyinont  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  To 
this  right  thev  wereeiititli-d;  and  considering  the  cmbarrasset'l 
state  in  which  the  ailiiirs  of  Charles  were  then  placed,  their 
terms  would,  most  umloubtedly,  have  been  accepted,  were  if 
not  for  tho  treachery  and  double-dealing  of  Ormond,  then 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  This  governor  was  an  avowed 
enemy  of  the  Catholics.  For  some  time  he  indulged  the  ho|Ki 
of  being  able  to  reduce  them  in  the  field,  but  perceiving 
himself  disappointed,  he  at  length  found  means  of  prevailing 
on  their  leaders  to  come  to  a  cessation.  A  peace  was  agreed 
upon  for  twelve  months,  on  condition  that  each  party  should 
continue  in  the  undisturlwil  possession  of  those  places  which 
they  then  occupied,  while  the  Catholics,  in  submitting  to  it, 
may  l>o  sai>l  to  Imvo  laid  tho  foundation  of  their  subse<juent 
dincomfiture.t 
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Early  in  tho  following  year,  Clmrles,  now  rcduce<l  to  tlie 
);r<>ntcst  (lUlrvss,  directed  Onnond  to  prolong  the  gieaco,  and 
como  upon  any  terms  witli  tho  Catholics,  provi<lc(l  they  would 
but  assist  him  in  putting  down  hia  relicllious  subjects  in 
England.  On  this  occasion  seven  defepates  were  selected,  and 
sent  by  the  suprcuio  council  tu  Lontlon;  namely,  viscount 
Muskerry,  Alexander  Mac  Donnell,  Nicholiis  Plunket,  Sir 
Uobert  Talbot,  Dermod  O'Brien,  Richard  Martin,  and  Sovo- 
rinus  Brown.*  fto  all  tho  terms  proposed  by  this  delegation, 
with  the  exreption  of  one,  Charles  readily  assented.  The 
deloi;ates,amonf>  other  matters,  insisted  on  tho  secure  possession 
of  oil  the  churches  then  in  their  hands,  and  of  the  property 
belonging  to  each;  this  they  urged  as  forming  an  essential 
clause  in  tho  conditions  of  tho  treaty.  The  king,  however, 
Hccinc<l  reluctant;  alleging  that  shouhl  he  !«;  a  party  to  such  a 
concession,  bo  would  inevitably  raise  up  against  himself  even 
those  very  Protestants  who  had  already  taken  up  arms  in  su)>- 
|>ort  of  his  cause.  }t  is  very  remarkable  that  not  many  months 
previously,  tlio  »,ime  obsen'ation  had  l>een  used  bv  Innocent  X. 
in  tho  .presence  of  the  secretary,  Kichord  Belling,  and  of 
Father  Luke  Wadding,  at  that  time  the  confidential  agent  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  at  Rome.f  Scarcely  had  the  dele- 
gates departed  from  London,  when  Clmrles  found  it  necessary 
to  come  into  the  terms  already  proposed.  The  earl  of  Gla- 
morgan, a  nobleman  for  niony  reasons  highly  esteemed  by  tho 
Catholic  body,  is  therefore  despatched  to  Ireland,  and'scidh 
after  concludes  the  long-desired  peace  with  the  confederates; 
grunting  them,  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  both  tho  frco  exer- 
cise of  their  religion,  and  the  perpetual  possession  of  all  tho 
cntheilrals,  parish  churches,  and  convents  which  the  Cutholicii 
then  enjoyed,  together  with  the  property  appertaining  to  each 
of  these  establishments.^  Tho  confederates,  on  their  part,  are 
pledged  to  raise  a  force  of  10,000  men,  this  body  to  embark 
forthwith  for  England  and  assist  Charles  in  reducing  his 
enemies  to  subjection.  Had  Ormond  allowed  matters  to  remain 
in  this  state,  Ireland  would  enjoy  peace,  the  fanatics  of  Scot- 
land would  bo  compelled  to  submit,  and  England,  it  is  pro- 
bable, would  not  be  disgraced  by  shedding  the  blood  of  its 
sovereign.  But  the  measures  agreed  to  by  Glomorgan  were  too 
favourable  to  the  Catholics.  Ormond  declares  the  treaty  to 
bo  null  and  void,  and  in  a  manner  as  treacherous  as  it  was 
unjust,  causes  the  earl  to  bo  cast  into  prison,  insisting  at  the 
same  time  that  to  him  alone  were  intrusted  tho  proper  powers 
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nf  tronting  with  tlio  Ciitlinlict,  and  of  placing  the  qnestinn  at 
iuuu  on  a  cnnatitutional  and  permanent  basii.  Hitherto  the 
union  which  nrevaihMl  in  the  Catholic  body  wan  the  great 
cause  of  all  their  siiccewi.  For  the  piir|>oae,  therefore,  of 
creating  a  diviuun  amongst  them,  Ornion<l  artfully  drew  up 
the  formula  of  a  new  treaty,  consisting  of  thirty  articles,  but 
an  ingeniously  arranged,  that  the  interest  of  tlio  luity  was  con- 
sulted, while  the  |>rlncipal  points  on  which  the  clergy  insisted 
were  altogether  rejected*  This  scheme,  which  bespeaks  the 
|Hilii^y  as  well  as  the  nialico  of  the  author,  had  the  desireil 
effect;  and  henceforth  wo  find  nothing  but  discord  pervading 
the  councils  of  that  body,  which  had  up  to  this  period  evincc<l 
such  nnexaninletl  unanimity.  Such  was  the  critical  state  in 
which  the  aflalns  of  the  supreme  council  and  of  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  stood,  when  John  Ikptist  Kinuccini,  a  native  of 
Florence,  a»d  archbishop  of  Formo,  landed  in  this  country,  as 
njMMtolic  nuncio  from  pope  Innocent  X.  lie  ai°ri\'eu  in 
Kilkenny  on  the  12tli  of  November,  1()45,  and  was  received 
by  the  confedcroto  assembly  with  every  mark  of  respect  and 
public  rejoicing.f  ^lio  manly  unequivocal  language  in  which 
the  nuncio  opened  his  couiniission  in  the  presence  of  the 
supreme  council,  is  worthy  of  being  recorded;  it  proves  to  the 
worlil  the  exalted  purity  of  his  motives,  as  well  as  the  stem 
justice  of  the  cause  in  which  he  now  undertook  to  co-operate. 
"  I  am  well  awaro  (he  reninrks)  that  persons  will  be  found, 
ready  to  circulate  false  rumours;  endeavouring  to  make  the 

Iiubhc  believe  that  I  have  been  sent  over  here  by  his  holiness, 
nnocent  X.,  for  the  purpose  of  detaching  the  Catholic  people 
of  Ireland  from  the  nlleginnce  due  to  his  most  serene  majesty, 
the  king  of  England.  How  very  farsuc^i  an  assertion  is  from 
truth,  the  Almighty  searcher  of  hearts  fully  knows.  1,  there- 
fore, publicly  protest  and  solemnly  call  my  Ood  to  witness, 
that  I  now  do  not,  nor  will  I  ever  devise,  approve  of,  or  do 
any  thing  which  is  or  shall  he.  detrimental  to  the  honour, 
rights,  or  interest  of  the  most  august  king  Charles.  Nay 
more,  I  now  publish  and  make  known  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  both  absent  and  present,  that  nothing  on  earth  would 
give  greater  satisfaction  to  his  holiness  than  that  the  confede- 
rate Catholics,  having  recovered  the  full  ond  free  exercise  of 
their  faith,  should  show  unto  their  mighty  and  most  serene 
king,  although  a  Protestant,  every  mark  of  subjection,  assist- 
ance, and  reverence.''^ 


*  Vindicup  rath«iUconuii  flilM^r.  siictore  I'liilopAir^  Irvneo,  lib.  i. 
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The  terms  of  tlie  pudoo  pro|MnMnl  li^  Oriiiiiiiil  wcro  \ty  ii<> 
iiiuaii!)  n^raenljlo  to  tliu  nuncio;  tlicy  wero  conniilcrcd  liy  him 
aiitl  by  tho  clergy  ns  a  ilircct  violation  of  the  oath  to  which 
tlie  confoilerateii  had  b«i>n  ulrvaily  iilcil^ed.  On  the  other 
hiiiid,  they  apiivnrcd  Aatixfactory  to  many  of  the  Catholic 
leaden,  and  to  tho  majority  of  the  supreuiu  council,  uMix-'cially 
na  they  embraced  all  tliuir  civihriglit*,  together  with  the  free 
public  exercise  of  rolijjion;  the  article  wliich  rejfarih.'d  the 
iioaiieiaion  of  their  churches,  and  of  the  ecclcaiaatical  property, 
Iwintt.  tho  only  exccpti(ni.  Tho  treaty,  however,  was  ulti- 
mately agreed  u|>on  bv  Urinond,  on  tho  part  of  the  kinfr,  anil 
on  behalf  of  the  Catliolics  by  viscount  Munkcrry,  Sir  llohert 
Tall)0t,  John  Dillon,  Patrick  Diu-cv,  and  Severinut  Urown, 
and  woa  soon  after  published  in  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  and  the 
Qther  cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom.*  Considering  tho 
commanding  attitude  which  the  army  of  the  confeilenitea  had 
at  this  time  maintained,  it  caiini(f  be  matter  of  surprise  if  it 
feeling  of  discontent  hud  instantly  nii\!iifestcd  itself  through- 
out the  country.  The  independent  portion  of  the  laity  de- 
nounced tho  mcmlwrs  of  the  supreme  conncil  as  traitors  to  thu 
piiblWcausc;  in  the  eyes  of  most  of  tho  clergy  they  wore 
considered  as  |)erjurers,  while  it  was  strenuously  maintained 
by  munytint  the  censures  of  the  Church  should  at  once  l>o 
enforced  against  men  who,  for  the  purpose  of  advancing  their 
own  views,  had  thus  abandoned  the  public  trust  so  confiden- 
tially placed  in  their  hands.  In  tho  midst  of  this  universal 
excitement,  a  national  syno<l  of  thd  prelates  anil  clergy  of  the 
kingdom  was  summoned  by  the  nuncio.  This  synod  was 
convened  at  Waterford ;  the  conduct  of  tho  supreme  council, 
and  tho  tenor  of  the  oath  by  which  they  had  originally  bound 
themselves,  were  discussed;  the  peace  wascondemnud  as  unjust, 
and  alike  detrimental  to  the  cause  of  the  country  and  of  reli- 
gion, while  the  following  decree,  emanating  from  the  8yno<l, 
was  caused  to  be  printed  and  circulated  tliroughout  tho  dif- 
ferent cities  and  towns  of  tho  kingilom.  "  Uy  his  eminence 
•fohn  Baptist  Uhiuccini,  arclibishop  and  nuncio,  and  by  the 
national  congregation  of  tho  clergy  of  Ireland,  both  secular 
and  regular.  Questions  discussed  in  the  synod  of  Waterford : 
Are  those  to  bo  declared  perjurers  who  accept  the  terms  of 
peace  contained  in  the  thirty  articles  already  transmitted  to 
the  supreme  council?  again,  if  perjurers,  should  tho  sentence 
of  excommunication  be  fulminated?  Having  received  the 
opinions  and  reasons  of  each,  and  having,  moreover,  consulted 

,*  PhUo|ister  InuuBiu,  lib.  i.  c.  iv. 
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tlie  writin|!8  of  tlio  gimt  approved  tlionliifrinns,  it  Iika  becii, 
iinnniinoiinlv  ilucrecl,  tlint  all  ami  cxicli  of  tlio  confeilcrnte 
('iitliollcH  wlio  rIiiiII  ii'ilicre  to  this  ihmico,  or  give  iiiiy  nMoiit  to 
its  >up|>i)rten,  are  iiluiiijiitoiy  to  lio  cuimiilvreJ  as  pcriurcra. 
Among  other  particnlnn,  wo  find  that  in  these  articles  no 
iiienlioii  in  iiiudu  of  tliu  Ctttliolic  rcjij^ion,  no  plod<^  is  girun 
for  its  security,  nor  is  there  any  guanintco  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  rights  of  the  country,  us  the  oath  most  |>ositively 
miuires.  On  tlio  cnntrury,  all  these  paramount  objects  aro 
yielded  up  to  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  king  himself,  from 
whom,  ill  the  |irv8ent  disastrous  state  of  affairs,  nothing  certain 
Clin  1)0  obtained.  In  the  nieuntiino,  the  army,  tlio  nation,  and 
the  supreme  council,  are  subjected  to  the  caprice  and  dominion 
of  the  ministers  and  oflivurs  of  stale, — mcti  who  have  always 
manifested  their  hostility  to  the  Catholic  religion.  In  order, 
therefore,  that  it  may  be  known  to  all,  )>otli  in  Ireland  and 
olsewhore,  that  wo  never  will  give  our  consent  to  this  or  tiny 
other  treaty,  unless  it  shall  include  the  security  of  our  religiori, 
our  country,  and  our  king,  and  that  our  resiiective  flocks  may 
know  our  Hcntiments  on  this  subject,  which  la  purely  eccleKius- 
lical,  Wo,  actuated  by  conscience,  and.  in  the  presence  of  God,  , 
have  caused  this  decree  to  \w  passeil,  ratified,  and  p|iblishcd 
throughout  tliu  kingdom,  in  both  the  English  and  Irish  lan- 
guages ;  and  with  our  seals,  we  hereby  confirm  the  same.*  The 
question  relative  to  the  excoiuiuunicatiou  is  reserved  for  u 
aubscqiiont  session. — Given  ut  Waterford,  12th  of  August, 
A.D.  lC4(i."t 

•  'rbo  rii^aturai  to  the  above  itecrae  are  in  the  following  onlor : — 
.lului  lUptirit,  aruh1>iitho|i  of  Fcrmo,  autt  uunciu  apoatoliu  ;  Tboiiioa  Flomini;, 
O.S.F.,  arvtiliitibo],  of  IJuUiii,  ami  nhlliate  of  Irulaiul ;  TboniaM  WalHh.  arub- 
l>itibo|i  of  Ciuibul;  |{<H!tiiiH  Mac-K^iaii,  D.N.!^  IfiHbop  of  Kt|itiin ;  Patrick 
Oiiiuurfont,  O.H.A.,  liiabo],  of  WaWrfonl  au4l  ijiamore;  Jobu,  Imhop  of 
KillntiH';  Julni,  biiibop  of  Ctonfi^rt;  Ktliuuii<l  0'l>emiHt'y.  0.1'.,  bi)iho|)  of 
'  lit'iKbliu  i  Ktdtanl  OConiiulI.  bialioji  of  Anlfort  atul  Afjbadoe ;  FraiiciH 
Kirn-no,  biHtion  of  Killala  ;  tMnmiiil  O'Uwyer,  bishop  of  laniurioli ;  Kinehm 
MattbAvB,  l)iBbo|i  of  l'bi}{h(!r ;  N'iclioliu  FruuuU,  bi!>ru>|)  of  Kuron ;  .laniea 
V%iiiail,'ab)M>t  of  Bangor;  I'atrick  Pluukett  abbot  of  8t  Mary'H,  Dtililin ; 
Laiironuo  Fitz-ITnrria,  altlmt  of  tie  .Surio;  ,Iohii  CaDtwell,  abliot  of  Holy 
Oroea ;  Jamea  Tobiii,  ablK)t  of  Kiluoolo;  ItolMirt  Harry,  vicar  a|ioatoUo  of 
Itooai  Doiiatil  O'Ur.pbiv  vicar  a|Kietotiu  of  Kilfeuora  ;  urofrory  Ferrall,  pro- 
vincial of  tbo  UominicaUH ;  Ibiiiis  O'DrisooI,  pnivincial  of  tlie  Anjjiistinians  ; 
K4lmiiml  O'Tbtfixo,  procurator  of  tbe  iirimatu  of  Anna^jh  (Hugh  O'Keilly) ; 
Walt«!r  Lynch,  vicar  niHietolio  of  Tuam ;  WiUiam  Itiirgat,  vicar  amtatolic  of 
Emly ;  Jamua  l>ein{iwiy,  V  O.  of  Kiblarv  ;  Corucliun  tiafiioy,  V'.G.  of  Anla>{b ; 
Oliver  I>uuh>,  V.U.  of  Moath  ;  Douiinick  Itochu,  V.(;.  of  Cork  ;  Simon  O't'on- 
nory,  V.d.  of  C'toyne ;   l^limuiil  Fitz-(}crattl.  V.U.   Clonmoonoia ;  Charlea 

4>)g)Uan,  V.tl.L ;  llobcrt  Nugent,  auiierior  of  the  Jesuit*:    Anthony 

Mao-(>LHigban,  prooiuator  juMvinoial  of  the  Fraociacaua  ;  itaruabaa  BaruewelV 
couiioisaary  {^ueral  itf  the  Ca|>uchina. 

t  Cox,  apiwudix,  \\.  Vll ;  lu^raU  Uiaeit  ed.  167ii. 
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Iinincilinlelv  iift«r  tliu  t<>rniiiiatii>n  iif  tlir  nyiioil,  tlie  nuncio 
returned  to  K'ilkeniiy.  Ilia  cause  wim  nuw  wurmly  su|i|M)rtc'<l 
liy  Owen  O'Neil  anil  tin-  tro<i|M  of  the  north,  wliile  viscount 
Muskcrryanil  the  other  inenibc'ra  of  tlie  su|)r<>inc  council  wcru 
taken  into  custody,  and,  with  the  exception  of  Nicliulas  Plunket 
and  Patrick  liarcy,  were  cnal  into  jirison.  A  general  convo- 
cation of  tile  whole  nation  i»  auniuioned,  a  new  council  is 
oilmen,  and  the  nuncio  hinmelf  ita|ipointed  its  pre«iduiit.  The 
oath  rc()uire(l  to  he  taken  hy  this  new  confcilcrnle  hody  was 
Kiihstnnliitlly  the  same  as  that  which  had  hecn  propos<!d  hy  the 
former  supremo  council :  the  ecclesiastical  ]M)rtioii  <if  it,  how- 
ever, was  more  distinctly  specilicd,  and  may  he  reduced  to  the 
foliowinc  heads: — 1.  All  tlia  laws  enacted  after  the  twentieth 
year  of  llenry  VIII.,  aj^inat  the  free  exercise  of  the  Catholic 
religion,  were  to  he  re|)caled.  2.  The  t'atholics  were  in 
future  to  enjoy  the  iiuhlic  exercise  of  their  religion  throughout 
the  kingdom,  with  tlio  same  degree  of  ceremony  and  splendour 
as  hud  heen  observed  hgth  in  Ireland  and  in  England  <luring 
the  reign  of  llenry  VII.  3.  The  secular  clergy  of  Ireland 
were  to  hold  and  enjoy  all  their  iirivilcges,  jurisdiction,  and 
immunities,  in  as  free  and  as  ample  a  niuij^r  as  their  prede- 
cessors had  done  during  the  reign  of 'llenry  VII.  4.  Arch- 
bishops, bishoiis,  and  other  dignitaries,  and  all  pariah  priests, 
shall  possess  their  churches  and  benefices  in  the  same  ample 
manner  as  the  Protestant  clergy  had  enjoyed  the  same  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  lti41.*  On  the  6th  of  the  ensuing 
October  the  sentence  of  exconnnunication,  already  referred  to, 
was  publishuil  in  Kilkenny,  against  all  those  who,  after  this  pro- 
mulgation, should  defend,  sanction,  or  in  any  innniier  approve 
of  the  late  |>eaco;  and  shortly  after,  by  a  protest  of  the 
general  national  confederacy,  the  same  peace  was  declared 
null  and  void  and  of  no  efl'eci,  inasmuch  as  it  afforded  no  kinti 
of  |ieruianent  security  for  the  public  exercise  of  the  Catholic 
religion. 

The  dissensions  which  now  ensued  were  attended  with  all 
their  natural  consequences.  In  the  city  as  well  as  in  the 
camp  the  link  was  broken,  the  spirit  of  the  nation  began  to 
decline,  while  those  who  hut  a  few  days  before  stood  match- 
less in  the  field,  were  obliged  either  fo  contend  with  the 
nnncio,  or  stand  by  as  aseless  spectators  of  the  general  ruin  v 
which  was  gathering  fast  around  them.  Delegates  had  been 
dcsiiatchcd  to  the  , queen  in  Paris,  and  to  Innocent  X.,  but 
nothing  could  be  effected]  they  returned  home  without  being 
able  to  obtain  even  the  most  remote  promise  of  assistance.! 

*  Ex  Archiv,  3.  Itnd.  Aniiariiiin.  v.  num.  viii.  foL  OS.      t  t'liilo]).  Irun.  lib.  i.  c.  6. 
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Inclioqiiin  had  liUhertn  placed  liimself  at  the  head  of  the 
piirliaini'iitnry  tr<»<|>f.  The  viewa  of  the  Puritans  having,  how- 
ever, Iweii  fully  ili'veloiMsd,  ho  resolved  to  abandon  ]m  |>iirty, 
and  in  Jnnnary  164H  declared  himself  at  length  in  favour  of 
tlio  royal  ciiiiso,  Thu!i  circumstanced,  his  next  object  is  to 
cornc  on  terms  with  the  confederate  Catholics;  he  otters  to  con- 
clude a  ponce  with  them,  and  his  conditions  appear  sutisftictorv, 
at  least  to  the  supreme  council.  As  had  been  the  cose  in  tie 
treaty  with  Ormond,  the  interest  of  the  laity  wns  abundantly 
consulted ;  the  second  and  fourth  articles  were  those  in  which 
<tlia  slate  of  religion  wax  endwdied.  liy  the  second  article  it 
was  agreed  "that  no  conlodenito  Catholic  should  gutter  any 
injury  in  the  free  exercise  of  his  religimi,  so  lung  as  the  said 
cessation  should  continue  to  be  observed,"  and  according  to  the 
fourth  article,  "  the  property  in  the  actual  possession,  as  well 
of  the  clergy  as  of  the  laity,  was  to  remain  in  the  same  undis- 
turbed state  as  it  hud  been  when  the  cessation  commenced."* 
This  treaty,  although  approved  of  by  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  ecclesiaslicnl  bodv,  wns  no  less  ilisagrcoablo  to  the  nuncio 
tlinn  the  former:  besides  the  insecurity  on  which  it  was  placed, 
the  interest  of  religion  was  far  from  being  included  in  its  pro- 
visions; and  above  all,  it  seemed  by  no  means  to  correspond 
with  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  oath  by  which  the  confederates 
^4i»d  bound  themselves.    , 

'I'ho  division  wliich  this  treaty  had  created  throughout  the 
confederate  body  was  still  niore  ruinous  and  deplorable  than 
that  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  cessation  of  l(i4(i;  among  the 
great  majority  of  the  prelates  it  met  with  unqualified  disap- 
probation. Knrly  in  the  following  April  a  declaration  was  pub- 
fislied  at  K!%eunr,  to  which  the  signatures  of  fourteen  prelates 
were  altaclie\  at  the  head  of  which  stood  the  name  of  the 
primato,  Hugh  O'lleilly,  archbishop  of  Arnuigh.  In  this  docu- 
ment they  state,  that  after  having  examined  tlio  question  with 
all  its  reasons  and  circumstances,  they  are  (lecidedly  of  opinion 
that  this  cessation  must  inevitably  tend  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
Catholic  religion  in  this  kingdom.  They  accordingly  declare 
it  to  bo  an  iniquitous  treaty,  anil  by  no  means  binding  on  the 
conscience  of  any  individual.  This  declaration,  notwithstand- 
ing the  weight  and  respectability  of  its  signatures,  proved 
ineirectual.  Un  the  7th  of  Muy,  therefore,  the  nuncio  quitted 
Kilkenny,  and  retired  towards  the  west  of  Ireland;  and  on  the 
i!2nd  the  cessation  was  agreeil  to,  rntitted,  and  published  in  the 
same  city.    The  publication  of  this  treaty  was  accompanied  by 
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u  mipplomcntary  prutost  from  the  anpreme  council,  in  nhicli 
tliuy  iniiinlninua  timt  in  all  tliuir  procveilirijis  tliey  were  Kiiiilvil 
liy  tlie  (lirccti^on  of  tlie  gonvnil  confudi-vitcy,  ami  liy  tim 
exigency  of  c>xialinf(  circunialancps :  tliey  lijc^wiso  inainnatoit 
tliut  thu  nuiiKiu  was  vrnployinj;  every  mounii  tn  create  a  diyiaion, 
anJ  at  lefigtli  involve  tlio  nation  in  one  frightful  scone  of 
gunenil  ruin.  Such  woa  the  stntvof  atTairn  wlien  thucomniinn- 
tory  sentence  of  exconimunicaticAi  was  atHxcd  to  the  gittos  of 
the  catlie<lrul  of  St.  Cunicc  in  Kilkenny,  against  the  theolo- 
gians who  liuU  approved  of  the  peace;  and  on  tlic  same  day 
(i7th  of  May,  lti48,)  the  decree  of  excommunication  (lain 
MnUHtia)  wua  fulminate<l  against  the  members  of  ih a  sn|iruniu 
council,  and  all  those  who  should  in  any  manner  yield  assent 
to  the  cessation. 

Thus  it  was  that  one  false  step  was  followed  by  another 
still  more  imprudcrtt:  tlic  censures  of  his  eminence  were  now 
generally  looked  u|M)n  with  an  eye  of  indiflTcrence;  dnd  whilu 
new  breaches  were  eilected,  and  former  ones  left  unrepaired, 
it  was  but  natural  to  ex|icct  that  such  miwise  proceedings 
should  inevitably  terminate  in  some  general  catastrophe. 

Yet,  in  many  places  these  cens,ures  Imd  been  rigorously 
executed,  and  became,  at  tiniea,  an  almost  insurmountable 
obataclu  to  the  contemplated  movements  of  thu  council,  against 
which  they  bail  lieen  principally  levelled.  The  dignitary  who 
seems  to  liavc  given  particular  ofTence  by  his  riijid  enforce- 
ment of  the  nitcrdict,  was  I'atrick  Comerford,  bishop  of 
Waterford.  He  caused  the  churches  to  bo  closed  all  over  his 
diocese;  the  divine  offices,  as  well  as  the  sacreil  mysteries  of 
the  altar,  ceased  to  l>e  publicly  solemnized,  while  tlio  |)cople, 
thus  dejtrived  of  siiiritual  consolation,  and  ex|>oscd  to  the  con- 
flicting opinions  of  the  day,  were  formed  into  various  factions, 
and  occiLsionally  allowed  their  feelings  to  carry  them  to  a 
pitch  of  alarming  excitement.  The  supremo  council  at  length 
interposoil,  and  addressed  a  conwninatory  epistle  to  the  prelate, 
in  wlilch  they  res|H;ctl'ully  objected  to  his  proceedings,  but 
assured  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  unless  ho  cansed  the 
churches  to  be  opened,  and  allowed  the  duties  of  tlio  altar  to 
bo  |>ublicly  celebrated,  they  should  Im3  reduced  to  the  un- 
welcome necessity  of  taking  into  their  own  hands  the  full  and 
uncontrolled  possession  of  all  his  temporalities.  This  species 
of  intimidation  had  but  little  effect  on  tlio  mind  of  the  unbend- 
ing prelate  In  his  reply  to  the  council,  he  assures  tlicm,  that 
the  step  which  he  had  taken,  had  been  the  resulji  of  calm  and 
mature  consideration,  tliut  it  had  met  tho  gencrnl  concurrence 
of  bis  clergy,  and  that  in  executing  tlie  censure  of  the  inter- 
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•lict,  he  Imil  done  nntliinj;  more  tlinn  what  hit  cnntcience 
hail  coolly  and  irn|M'ratively  ilictuted.  "  Ai  to  my  tomimrnl 
^oiiilii,"  ho  olmervea,  "  the  greater  piirt  of  them  are  long  itince 
in  the  hands  nf  our  comnmn  enemy,  while  aonic  of  our  own 
Cutholic  nohility  hold  jiuMeMion  of  the  greater  portion  of  the 
remainder,  oa  I  have'alri'aily  |irove<l  hy  the  record"  of  the 
income  of  my  dioceite,  which  I  have  lately  caused  to  he  prc- 
iientod  Iwfore  your  lordshiin." 

The  result  of  this  correspondence  has  not  been  recorded; 
liut  it  is  certain  that  the  bishop  of  VValerford  continued  atead- 
fiut  in  his  opposition  to  the  treaty,  and  had  been,  throughout 
the  whole  proceeding,  a  zealous  advocate  in  support  of  tlio 
ini'iisiiri's  of  the  nuncio* 

On  the  following  month,  the  supremo  council  jnndo,  an 
appeal  agniuKt  the  validity  of  the  censures,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  circulars  were  directed  to  the  ]>relatos  and  clergy  of 
lrelan<l,  rei|ursting  their  attendance  at  the  forthcoming  meet- 
ing of  the  confederatfc  Uuly,  anil  their  res|M.'ctive  answers  to 
••ertuin  queries  connected  with  the  oath  and  procccdinga  of 
the  council.  Among  the  nueries,  the  following  were  those  to 
which  the  greatest  importance  seems  to  have  been  attached: — 
I'init,  whether  any,  anil  what  iHirtof  the  cessation  ia  injurious 
to  the  Catholic  religion;  and  if  so,  does  it  become  sutHcient 
Itiatter  for  issuing  u  sentence  of  cxconnnunication  ?  Secondly, 
whether  it  can  be  shown  tliat  this  excominunicniion  apd  inter- 
dict are  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  as  they  stood 
in  Catliolic  tiniesi'  Thinlly,  whether  an  appeal,  made  to 
Uouio,  within  the  time  specified  by  the  canons,  dues  not 
susiiend  both  the  cxconinuinication  and  interdict,  together 
with  all  the  direct  ond  indirect  c<in8eiiucnce8?  Casuistry  and 
scholastic  decisions  served  now  to  liin  the  flame  of  discord 
among  the  clergy,  in  the  same  ninnner  as  [Militical  opinions 
divided  the  laity  in  the  council  nnd  in  the  camp.  A  treatise 
wus  pidilished  at  Kilkenny  by  Duvid  Kutli.t  bisiiop  ol'Ossory, 
ciintiiinirig  an  answer  to  the  foregoing  ({uestiuns,  and  defend- 
ing those  » ho  nuiintiiined  the  4fivalidity  of  the  censures.  This 
work  wna  confirmeil  by  the  authority  of  several  distinguished 
theologians,  andaniong  others  by  Thomas  Deasc,  bisliop  ofMea^h. 

Thus  did  the  spirit  of  discord  make  its  way  through  oyery 
class,  while  that  unioii  by  which  alone  the  Catholic  cause  could 
expect  to  triumph  was  nowhere  to  be  found.    The  learning, 

•  Ejt.  Iliii  MS.  Ix?KlltioiiiM  HilM-rtiicw. 
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togotlicr  with  the  icknowlvdgcil  patriotiani  of  tlieae  prelaten, 
hiiil  Bcrvwl  to  throw  jiowfrful  wei^'ht  on  their  o|iiiiiona. 
I)nvi(l  Koth,  Ijr  hia  constant  uttemlancc  at  the  council,  hin 
•oli<l  and  prudent  dcci.'iioiDi,  and  the  |>o|>ulnrity  of  his  wrilinfia 
in  dorcncu  of  the  hhcrtics  of  tlie  nation,  hud  lon^  since 
Utcomc  one  of  the  inu«t  inlliieiilial  chnractem  in  the  country. 
Aa  A  cnnonist  the  bishop  of  Month  stood  unrivalled ;  but  tlio 
''  man  who  appi'nrs  to  huvo  been  a  ^'enenil  fnvourilo  was  Nicholiw 
French,  bishop  of  Kerns.  With  the  erudition  of  the  acholar, 
he  combined  the  piety  of  the  prelate  and  all  the  enthiitiasni 
of  the  imtriut:  un  many  occasions  of  great  niitionai  uinurgency, 
his  services  wore  Biiccessfiilly  tried,  and  gratefully  recorded  in 
the  recollections  of  his  counlrynien. 

The  decision  which  these  cininent  men  had  prononnccd  on 
the  qiiostion  at  issue,  now  became  a  favourite  topic  among  all 
Classen:  a  considerable  niindier  of  the  clergy  hail  already 
Hiip|H>rted  it  by  their  signatures;  with  the  iiilelligent  |>ortioii 
<if  the  laity  it  was  exceedingly  popular.  In  this  critical 
posture  of  nlGiirs,  a  nntil>iial  synod  was  siiniinoned  by  tliu 
nuncio;  the  prelates  are  directctl  to  assemble  in  the  town  of 

rtiijlway,  while  against  these  proceeilings  the  supremo  council, 
inarms  of  deliance,  enter  their  protest  *  An  indictment 
uiiynintiiig  to  twenty  charges  having  been  drawn  up  against 
bis  eniinriice.  Father  John  Uowo,  provincial  of  thoiCariiielitcs, 
is  des|iatched  to  the  pope,  with  directions  to  hare  it  submitted 
to  his  holiiiesa,  and  at  the  same  time  the  speaker  of  tlio 
council.  Sir  Uichurd  ISIake,  gives  notice  to  the  nuncio  to  quiC 
the  kingdiiin  and  proceed  to  liome.t  In  the  inoantiine  every 
access  to  the  town  of  Oulway  was  cut  off;  the  roads  were 
blockadeil  with  military,  and  some  of  the  ecclesiastics  on  their 
way  to  the  synod  were  taken  into  custody,  aflil  sent  unilcr  an 
escort  to  Kilkenny.  At  this  critical  period,  Ormond  arrives 
in  Ireland,  and  on  the  17th  of  January,  1619,  the  peace  was 
ratlKed  and  published  at  a  general  meeting  of  the  confederate 
assembly.  Among  the  articles,  thirty-live  in  number,  were 
the  following  4  First,  the  Catliolics  of  Ireland  are  exempt 
from  the  oath  of  sup^cniacy,  and  all  penal  laws  are  to  \>o 
abrogated.  Secondly,  they  are  to  continue  in  the  qtiiet  pos- 
sessioixof  all  the  cathedral  churches  ami  ecclesiastkul  property 
at  present  in  their  liands,  until  the  |ilcasiire  of  t^niing  shall 
lie  declared  on  this  ])oint  in  the  free  assembly  of  the  nation. 
Thirdly,  all  monastic  establishments,  with  the  lands  nppcrtain- 

•  Philop.  Iren.  lih.  I  c.  xii.  f  <'«rvi>,  p.  ,14a 
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Ing  to  tliem,  provideil  llicy  il<i  not  oxceotl  a  certain  number  of 
«crc»,  «r«  to  bo  loft  now  nn<l  for  over  in  tlio  uiidiatiirlMxl 
(MHiaeMion  of  tho  rulij^ioiis.  F'oiirtlilvi  tlio  frco  parliumcnt, 
already  expreued,  is  to  bo  bold  within  nix  montbii  from  tho 
coucluaiuu  of  tliit  iMMtoe.  Kiftldy,  the  Catbolics  are  bound  to^ 
keen  in  arnm  n  body  of  IS.CXM)  foot  and  25,0(X)  cavalry,  and  to4 
bold  tho  iindiiitiirlH.>d  posaeuion  of  all  the  citiei,  towna,  and 
forta,  wbicb  tbvy  now  hav6  in  their  lianda,  until  all  tlieao 
torma  aliall  bo  fully  acttlcd  by  parliament. 

At  tbia  general  convocation  of  tho  confederate  body  nino 
Catholic  prclatoa  attended ;  nnd  ii|K>n  tho  ratlKcation  of  the 
peace,  the  following  circular  was  drawn  up  nnd  ordered  to  be 
published  throughout  the  reapectivo  dioceaea.* 

'*  Whereaa  the  war,  undertaken  principally  in  the  cause  of 
religion,  haa  gained  fur  us,  throughout  tlio  world,  tho  name 
nnd  cbamctcr  of  an  iiidei>ondent  nation,  in  like  manner,  the 
pence  which  we  now  conctudo  with  the  king's  representative, 
nud  that  at  a  time  when  his  niajcstv'  is  in  inimiiicnt  danger, 
|iroves  us  to  bo  a  conscientious  ami  a  fiiithful  |)coplo.  Although  • 
during  tho  vnrions  contingencies  of  tbia  war,  which  haa  now 
been  continued  for  aeven  ycara,  wo  liavo  invariably  retained 
this  fidelity,  and  havo  coiiKriiiod  the  same  by  our  oath,  ncver- 
tlielesa,  wo  have  not  been  free  from  misrepresentation.  All 
this,  however,  is  now  set  at  rest  by  iiieana  of  the  present  peace. 
Wo  trust  that  our  views  on  tlie  subject^f  this  treaty,  are 
auch  that  ye  will  cordially  receive  it,  and  ccmtending  as  ye  are 
against  traitors  to  heaven  and  to  your  king,  there  is  every 
reason  to  hoi>c  that  on  such  grounds  your  cause  niusr  be 
victorioua." 

Thus  wa»  the  treaty  at  length  conclnded;  but  it  waa  of  no 
avail;  for  in  twelve  days  after,  on  the  30th  of  January,  IB'IO, 
Charles  I.  ended  his  days  on  the  sciifTold,  nnd  both  tho  throne 
nnd  the  altar  became  at  once  an  cany  prey  to  the  fanaticism  of 
the  Puritans.  As  soon  as  the  report  of  the  king's  death  had 
reached  Ireland,  the  nuncio  resolved  to  continue  no  longer  in 
the  kingdom ;  accordingly,  on  tho  23rd  of  February,  he  act 
sail  from  Gnlway,  and  after  a  tedious  pa.ssage,  arrived  aafo  in 
Normandy,  from  whence  he  repaired  to  Koine.  Upon  what 
priuciiile.1  he  defended  biiiiself  against  the  accusations  pre- 
ferreu  against  him,  has  not  been  ascertained;  it  is,  however, 
certain,  that  the  absolution  from  tho  censurea  waa  not  obtained 
until  the  time  of  |H>pe  Alexander  VII.  (lt>65)t 

The  confederate  Catbolics,  wlieu  too  late,  began  to  loe  the 
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luul  I'KocU  (if  llii-ir  litto  ilissenainns;  in  a  few  wocka  nflor 
tlicy  nulU'rvil  Jiii;;iiiil  ili-d'iit  iit  Katliiwineii,  uml  inUliu  Au|,!U<t 
of  llii!  MiiiU'  yfnr,  (Yoinwcll  luiidn  in  Iruluiul.  Tlie  friglilful 
ciiriin);n  which  nttcinlcd  thcnriim  of  thia  iiiiiir|H.'r  in  Uro^heUu, 
Wcxriiril,  and  other  phicri,  iloea  nut  come  within  the  scope  of 
thi«  uiiiilvaiit;  in  the  iiiidiit,  however,  of  tlicso  nwful  scenes, 
the  |irelutes  v. ith  n  nuniher  of  iilhcr  (li|;nilarics  pro|io8e<l  to  liold 
n  fj'-'nernl  avnod  on  the  4th  of  Dcocmlier,  at  Cloninucnois. 
Such  niccliiijjs  heciinio  now  iinavailnhle:  to  think  of  contend.  • 
ing  with  the  storm  through  the  medium  of  synods,  .wiin  little 
more  ihuti  the  ONpirin^'  eirorta  of  a  totterin);  community;  It  i 
served,  however,  to  iitliird  unnther  illiislrutiiin  of  the  attiicli- 
nientof  the  Irish  prelacy  to  their  lawful  monnrch,  and  of  their 
s<ilicituilo  for  the'secnrlly  of  the  Catholic  faith.  Whatever 
nii^lit  havu  Itoon  the  inolivea  which  actuated  tiio  policy  of 
Ormond,  at  this  period,  cannot  Ijo  easily  fathomed.  Circulars 
were  instantly  directed  from  the  viceroy  to  each  of  the 
prolatea;  they  were  called  upon  to  discontinue  their  sittings 
at  Clonniacnoia,  and  to  meet  his  excellency  on  the  8th  of  the 
followiiifr  March,  in  the  city  of  Limerick.  A  disappointment, 
which  proliahly  had  not  lieen  anticipated  hy  Ornioixl,  reiulered 
this  intended  convocation  impossililu.  When  the  time  speciKcd 
in  the  circulars  had  arrived,  the  gates  of  Limerick  were  closed, 
while  the  mayor,  at  the  head  of  the  inhabitants,  refused  the 
\iccrny  adnnssioii  into  the  city.  'I'liiia  ciroimstanced  he 
reconimeiKls  the  prelates  to  adjourn  to  Mughrca,  as  a  place 
most  convenient  for  their  deliberations.  Accordingly,  two 
very  numerously  attended  meetings  were  held  in  this  town; 
the  first  on  llie  I!)th  of  March,  and  the  accoiul  on  the  ii&tli 
of  April,  Ki.'iO.  Ii)  the  first  of  these,  a  general  protest  was 
drawn  up,  in  whicli  the  prelates  proclaim  their  attachment  to 
the  prince  of  Wales,  now  Charles  II.;  they  ilenounce  the  act 
of  the  regicides  as  sacrilegious, ami  pr()inise  toemptoy  all  their 
iiitliience  in  arraying  the  spirit  of  the  nation  against  the 
enemies  of  both  the  altar  and  the  throne.*  In  the  second, 
Jcdin  ISurke,  archbishop  of  Tuani,  and  Sir  Lutas  Dillon  ara 
ciimmissioncd  to  proceed  to  Limerick,  for  the  pur|x>ae  of 
pru\'ailing  on  the  citizens  to  receive  a  garrison,  and  place 
themselves  under  the  direction  of  the  viceroy.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  the  implacable  hatred  which  this  brave  [icople  liad 
eiitertaine<l  against  the  double  dealing  of  Ormond,  that  they 
refused  to  listen  to  any  proposals;  so  that  the  agents  returned 
to  Loughroa  without  being  able  to  elfoct  an  accommodation. 

•  Portcr'n  AuDsl,  !•  320.  '     . 


KcnmAincAt  uhtort  ov  ibeumh  4C7 

It  WM  oxported  timt  Clinrlea  II.  woulj  Imvo  proceeileil 
direct  from  tranco  to'Irt'Iitiulj'tlie  kiiin  liiiuiujIC.  Iiad  ulrmily 
rxpreiuuil  lib  tlutrriniiiatiun  to  addpt  tliiit  cuurw,*  but  with 
tlio  Ktuurlii,  resolutions  und  |>%iiiiMii  woro  mere  empty 
uiuiida.  liintend  of  Builinj;  for  Ireland,  Clmrlea  directed  his 
courau  to  ilolluiid,  where  he  remained  for  a'aliort  time,  and 
thence  rc|Hiired  to  Seollanil.  Having  now  pincetl  himaelf  in 
the  hands  of  the  very  men  who,  hut  aonie  montlis  before,  had 
conducted  hia  father  to  the  scaflbld,  Charles  renoances  those 
■very  principles  which  ho  had  hitherto  0|>cnly  avowed,  and 
violates  all  Ilia  former  eiig'iKniicnts.  In  the  presence  of  the 
Kcota  nation,  in  the  face  of  Euru|)e,  he  acknowledges  the  sin 
of  his  father  in  having  entered  into  a  iimtrinionial  alliance  with 
an  idolatrous  family ;  he  condemns  the  jieaco  which  had  been 
made  with  the  Irish;  denies  having  ever  fiiven  his  concurrence 
to  the  transaction,  and  declares  it  to  he  of  no  eOectf 

The  Catholics  of  Ireliind  thus  treacherously  abandoned,  are 
now  coiii|)ulled  to  fly  to  those  last  resources  which  our  coiiinion 
nature  has  wisely  provided  for  the  protection  of  man;  they 
have  recourse  to  arms;  while  the  prelates,  and  the  )>reat  body 
of  the  clerj;y  dissolvoil  their  iiicctin)>s  at  Loughrea,  and  ap 
|H>inted  a  national  synod  to  be  held  on  the  (ith  of  August  in 
the  aanie  year,  at  tlie  ti'miiciscan  convent  of  Jamos's-town,  iu  the 
county  of  Leiiriin.  In  this  syiKxl,  the  conduct  of  Oriiiond 
was  deservedly  censureil;  it  is  now  discovered  that  he  had 
ciirections  from  Charles  I.  to  grant  to  the  Catholics  the  full 
extent  of  their  demands  at  the  time  of  the  lirst  treaty  in  164H; 
he  is  recognized  as  the  prominent  cause  of  all  the  misfortunes 
that  befel  the  throne  and  the  kingdom,  while  two  of  their 
body,  the  bishop  of  Uromoro  and  the  dean  of  Tuam,  are  de- 
puted to  wait  on  hia  excellency,  and  prevail  on  him  to  Resign 
the  government  into  the  hands  of  some  person  already  enjoy- 
ing the  conlidciice  of  the  |)eoplc*t  Urmoiid  accordingly  re- 
signeil  the  government  of  the  country  about  the  close  of  the 
year  lli5U,  having  first  placed  the  seals  of  ufKce  in  the  hands 
of  a  nobleman  of  distinguished  patriotism  and  popularity,  Ulic 
liurke,  inarcpiis  of  Cluiirickurd.i 

The  unprecedented  success  which  attended  the  arms  of 
Cromwell,  iiail  now  transformed  the  country  into  one  frightful 
scene  of  carnage  and  desolution ;  villages  became  a  mass  of 
ruins;  towns  and  cities  were  stormed  aixt  plundered;  in  short, 
the  kingdom,  from  one  extremity  to  the  otlicr,  assumed  the 
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Rwfnl  nppcaninre  rntlicr  of  n  rocinn  of  'It^tli,  than  of  k  Unil 
iiitciiilud  liy  Nutiiro  for  the  reiiiilonco  niul  Imppiiipss  of  liiiinnn 
lioiiiga.  1*10  fury  of  tho  ii^urin  wM  particularly  levelled 
ii^jiiiiist  the  nltars  nn<l  priitithcKMl  of  the  country.  In  rnml  ilit- 
trlcH,  ad' well  ns  in  cities  ami  towns,  the  cliurcnes  were  demol- 
iiihe<l,  while  the  convents  wore  converted  Into  parrisons  in 
whii'h  tho  troops  of  Cromwell  and^his  tiillowers  were  quartero<l.' 
Meunwliilo  tho  clergy,  both  secular  ami  regular,  are  compelled 
to  take  refuse  in  the  inaccessible  morasses  of  tho  country,  or 
nmids  the  rocks  and  caverns  of  tlio  moinitain.  Some  thero  were 
whom  Providence  protected,  but  a  still  (greater  number  became 
victims ;  having  heroically  laid  down  their  lives  in  testimony  of 
the  faith  of  their  fathers* 

When  Ircton.CronlweH'a  successor,  liad  stormed  the  .city  of 
I.imorick,  he  caused  the  venerable  Terence  Allwrt  O'Brien, 
bishop  of  Knily,  to  be  apprelieiuled  and  brought  )>efor<!  him. 
liribes  anil  threatH  were  alrenuilcly  holdout;  but  tho  pnlato 
continued  inflexible  With  a  view  to  overcome  his  resolution, 
Ireton  f^ave  directions  to  have  him  4>onnd  in  chains  and  cast 
into  prison.  'J'he  dungeon,  however,  had  no  terrors  for  the 
martyr;  his  oenstancy  rose  nuiierior  to  tliem  all.  He  is  at 
K'ngth  sentenced  to  be  broiMjiit  forth  and  strangled  in  the 
,  public  place  of  execution.  Wlien  iio  arrived  at  the  spot,  the 
serenity  and  clieerfuhicss  of  his  countenance  drev^  sentiment* 
of  pity  from  his  very  executioners,  while  tho  |>eopIe,  many  of 
whom  hud  ventured  to  approach  tho  place,  were  inconsolable: 
"  Weep  not  for  me,"  rejoins  the  holy  prelate,  "  but  rather 
pray  that  I  m.iy  receive  strength  from  tho  throno  of  mercy 
and  thus  bapjiily  end  my  course.  Keep  the  faith;  submit  tt> 
the  dis|>en.4ntions  of  Heaven ;  dread  tho  wrath  of  (lodf  observe 
Jlis  conininiidnionts,  and  thus  indeed  shall  ye  possess  your  souls 
in  peace."  The  martyr  then  turned  to  Ireton,  and  in  language 
prophetically  awful,  warned  him  to  l>ewaro  of  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven,  which  was  already  impcmlini;  over  him;  he  assured 
him  that  his  days  were  numbered,  that  a  few  i>%eks  woiild 
terifiiuatc  his  career  on  this  eoj'tli,  and'tliat  his  end  would  be 
mrserablo.  This  prediction  of  the  martyr  was  literally  verified : 
before  three  weeks  had  elapsed,  Ireton  died  in  Limerick  of  the 
plague,  accnmiHuueil  with  all  the  horrors  of  despair.  The  holy 
prelate  finished  his  course  on  tho  evo  of  All  Saints,  1651 :  his 
iiead  was  afterwards  set  on  a  spike,  and  placc<l  on  the  top  of 
tho  citiidel,  where  it  remained  unchanged  until  after  tlie  period 
of  CromwcU's  usurpation.!  : 

*  Turter't  Annala^  p.  400  et  m(|.       t  O'Daljr,  ReUtio  Ponecut.  |i.  344. 
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Alwut  the  nino  time  Boetina  Egan,  biiliop  of  Rons,  was 

ibrturud  and  put  to  ilentli   by  tlio  directions  of  lyiiillow,  who 

haii  been  nirvady  engaged  in  storming  that  town.    This  prelate, 

'  in  the  warmth  of  liis  charity,  had  ventured  to  innku  his  way 

tlirough  the  recesses  of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  for  the 

t>ur|)oso  of  administering  the  Bacniinenta  to  the  dying.  On 
n's  return  to  the  lonely  retreat,  in  whicli  he  lind  for  months 
lain  concealed,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  troop  of  Brogliill's 
CHvabgr.  The  renunciation  of  his  faith,  lie  wih  tola,  would 
setj/ne  not  only  his  pardon,  but  even  the  confidence  of  their 
genera] :  bribes  and  promises  were  employed,  but  these  were 
unavailable.  Ho  was  accordingly  given  up  to  the  fury  of  his 
executioners.  His  arms,  having  been  severed  from  his  body, 
he  wua  brought  to  a  neighbouring  tree,  where  ho  closed  liis 
happy  career,  being  suspended  from  one  of  its  branches  by  the 
reins  of  his  horse.' 

The  heroic  suHerings  of  Enier  Mathew,  bishop  of  Clj^ior, 
are  likewise  honourably  recorded  in  the  annals  of  ^thoso  times. 
This  venerable  prolate,  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  p-istoral  , 
duties,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Coote,  one  of  Croniwelrs  most 
strenuous  supporters.  After  having  been  for  sevend  days 
exposed  to  the  indignities  of  a  licentibus  soldiery,  the  prolate 
was, at  length  conducted  to  Enniskillen,  loaded  with  heavy 
irons,  and  cast  into  a  dungeon.  Here  he  remained  evincing 
,tlio  firmness  of  a  martyr,  while  his  enemies  incessantly  cried 
out  for  his  blood.  Sentence  of  death  was  accordingly  pro- 
nounced: he  was  hanged  and  bowelled,  his  head  being  after- 
wards set  on  a  spike  and  placed  in  the  public  market.t 

While  these  frightful  scenes  were  (Hissing  on,  both  in  the 
north  and  in  the  south,  the  remaining  prelates  of  the  king- 
dom, shut  upviu  the  fastness  of  the  forest,  or  in  the  recesses 
of  the  mountain,  had  to-  endure  privations  still  morb  insu|>- 

EKirtablo  than  death  itself.  Many  of  them  were  sheltered 
/  the  vigilance  of  the  faithful ;  same  were  recommended  to 
reserve  themselves  for  better  days,  and  look  for  that  security 
in  distant  lands,  which  it  was  now  considered  impossible  to 
expect  at  home.  Among  the  number  of  those  heroic  exiles, 
we  find  Nicholas  French,  the  venerable  bishop  of  Ferns. 
Having,  with  great  difficulty,  found  means  of  eflccting  his 
escajje,  he  retired  to  the  diocese  of  St.Jago,  in  the  north  of 
Spain,  where  he  was  most  affectionately  received  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  that  see.  From  thence,  after  the  la]ise  of  some 
years,  he  repaired  to  Ghent,  in  Flanders,  in  which  city  he  died, 

•  Bmodin,  p.  6S0.  f  ta.  p.  46a 
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on  the  23r(t  of  August,  1678,  ana  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of 
hit  exile.* 

Thomas  Wb1b|),  archbishop  of  Cashcl,  after  having  for  a 
hmg  time  escaped  the  fury  of  liis  pursuers,  by  remaining 
concealed  in  that  wild  range  of  mountains  which  run  l«itween 
the  counties  of  Tipporary  and  Cork,  at  length  took  shipping 
in  one  of  the  southern  ports  of  the  latter  county,  and  after  a 
|iorilons  voyage,  arrived  at  Compostella,  a  town  in  the  province 
of  Quilicia  in  S|>«in.  Itobvrt  Barry,  bishop  of  Cork  and  Cloyno, 
together  with  Patrick  Comerford,  bishop  of  Waterford  and 
Lismore,  proceeded  to  Nantz,  and  were  received  with  great 
kindness  and  respect  by  both  the  clergy  and  people  of  thort,^ 
city.  Edmund  O'Dwycr,  bishop  of  Limerick,  and  John  \„^ 
Culenan,  bishop  of  Uaphoe,  took  refuge  in  Brussels.  Walter 
I..yneh,  bishop  of-  Clonfort,  withdrew  to  Hungary.  Edmund 
O'Dcmpaoy,  bishop  of  Lcighlln,  retired  to  Uallicia.  Francis 
Kirwan,  bishop  of  Killala,  repaired  to  Kcnncs  in  Brittany. 
Hugh  Burke,  bishop  of    Kilinac<lua,  was  sheltered   by  his  • 

friends  in  England.    Andrew  I/ynch,  bishop  of   Kilfeiiora,  , 

found  an  asylum  in  Norinandv,  under  the  auspices  of  the* 
illustrious  primate,  Francis  de  Harlui.  ^Ft:hur  Magennis,  the 
veiierablirbisliop  of  Down,  after  havinglReen  tossed  about  by 
storms  for  many  days,  and  in  consequence  of  his  advanced 
age  being  but  badly  calculated  to  endure  such  hardship,  was 
at  length  seized  with  a  violent  fever,  and  died  on  sea.  \ 

In  this  manner  did  the  tcm[icst  unabiktcd  roll  over  the 
Church  of  Ireland;  nor  were  the  prelates  of  the  kingdom  its 
only  victims.  The  Irish  priesthood  hod  been  long  since  pro- 
scrilMxl  in  the  councils  of  the  regicides;  hence  the  clergy  of 
all  ranks  and  of  every  order  were  alike  involved  in  the  same 
sweeping  sentence  of  universal vextermination.  Among  the 
garrisons  and  fortified  i)ai\ts  of  the  kingdom,  which  appear  to 
iiave  offered  .Hie  most  formidable  resistance  to  the  progress'of 
Cromwell,  the  town  of  Wexford  has  been  distinctly  noticed 
by  all  our  historians,  both  ancient  and  modem.  By  means  of 
the  treachery  of  Stafford,  Wexford,  however,  was  at  length 
stormed:  an  infuriated  snJdiery  poured  into  its  gates;  Crom- 
well  had  previously  given  orders  for  a  general  massacre,  while 
in  the  frightful  carnage  which  ensued,  both  clergy  and  people 
indiscriminately  perisliecl.  From  the  body  of  the  clergy  at  that 
time  residing  at  Wexford,  six  priests,  members  of  the  Francis- 
can Order,  were  selected,  a{)on  whom,  in  a  {Ktrticular  manner, 

V 

•  See  oha]v.  liL 

t  £l«n(ihua  Epuoop.  a  KkhoL  Femeiui,  Bniodin,  Pusio  Mu^jmin. 
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the  re/rici<les  mpcur  fo  linvo  cxhsnntcd  the  wliolo  fury  of  their 
vcnfrcHiice.  'I  lie  naiiips  nf  these  devoted  victima  wore,  Richard 
Sinnott,  eiulo»  of  the  province,  and  fori.ierly  guardian  of  St. 
Isodore's  ('ollepo  at  Itonie;  I'aiil  Sinnott,  for  many  years 
employed  in  JJarhary,  as  legato  from  the  poiw;  Francis  Stallbnl, 
guardian  of  tlio  convent  of  Wexford;  John  Ksmond,  lately 
guardian  of  the  same  convent ;  Peter  Staftbrd,  a  man  of  din- 
tinguished  eloquence,  peculiar  nieeknesa  pf  manners,  and 
won<lerfiil  austerity  of  life;  and  Ilamond  Stafford,  who,  after 
having  for  many  years  presided  over  the  convent  of  Wexford, 
at  length  withdrew  from  tlie  society  of  man,  and  led  tliu 
iienitential  life  of  an  anchoret  on  Ueg-Erin,  a  lonely  desolate 
island,  lying  within  view  of  the  town  of  Wexford.*  Then'j 
religious  ecclesiastics  having,  for  several  days,  endured  a 
variety  of  indignities  in  the  common  prison,  wore  all  brought 
out  and  exccuteil  together;  in  their  Bufferings  evinqng  the 
flrmncas  and  resignation  of  martyrs,  and  by  their  death  pro- 
claiming, in  tho  face  of  their  ennmies,  the  triumphant  and 
overliLsting  truths  of  the  Catholic  faith. 

While  these  accnes  of  horror  had  been  perpetrated  in  Wex- 
ford, others  of  a  similarly  awful  description  were  witnessed 
in  Cork,  Clonmcl,  Limerick,  Drogheda,  and  other  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  Before  tho'closo  of  the  year  1049,  the  wliolo 
county  of  Cork  was  overrun,  pillaged,  and  seemingly  depo- 
populated.t  VV  hat  Cromwell  had  left  undone  was  cohipleted 
by  Ludlow.  Ill  that  your,  yKuKAS  O'Cahill,  a  priest  of  the 
Order  of  Preachers,  and  highly  esteemed  for  iiis  hiarning, 
eloquence,  and  sanctity  of  life,  fell  into  the  hands  of  thu 
Puritans.  This  good  i>i%-'Kt,  anxious  to  im|>art  the  consolations 
of  religion  to  his  aflllcted  countrymen,  had  embraced  the 
resolution  of  "Visiting  those  mountuinoua  |>arts  of  tho  country, 
in  which  greater  numbers  of  the  people  ha<l  already  taken 
shelter  from  the  fury  of  tliu  persecution.  While  pursuing 
his  journey,  he  was  overtaken  by  a,  party  of  Ludlow  s  troops, 
and  linvlug  fearlessly  acknowledged  himself  a  Catholic  priest, 
he  was  in8tantlv«assuiled  on  all  sides,  and  left  a  mangled 
victim  on  the  higliway.  Not  content  with  this  unprovoked 
barbarity,  they  seized  the  blee<ling  carcass,  severed  it  limb 
from  limb,  and  left  the  fragments  to  be  scattered  by  tho  winds 
of  heaveR.I 

When  tho  forces  of  Cromwell  had  been  on  their  way  to 
storm  Clonniclj  James  O'Kkilly,  a  young  ecclesiastic  of  that 

*  Walili'i  Hut  of  IrUh  Itemon.  part  ii  |>.  SS.*!.  ' 

t  (Jrawturd'a  IniUud,  nil.  IMi.        ]  O'Daly,  Kclatio  Persoout.  Flib.  p.  35S. 
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town,  having  boen  admonislicd  to  provide  for  his  aaPety  hv 
taking  refugu  among  liis  friends  in  VVatcrford,  conipliod  witli 
the  advice  and  proceeded  along  tlio  bye-ways  of  tlio  country. 
Being,  however,  unacquainted  witli  tlie  roads,  he  lost  his  way 
and  fell  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  This  ecclesiastic,  ^ffi 
frankly  acknowledging  his  saqred  profession,  was  put  to  death 
and  mangled  in  the  same  manner  as  iEneas  O'Cahill  had  been 
in  the  county  of  Cork.* 

During  the  siege  of  Clonmel,  Nicholas  Mmxskm,  parish 
priest  of  Ardfinan,  in  the  county  Tip|>erary,  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary zeal,  was  seized  ui>on  by  a  reconnoitering  party  of 
Cromwell's  horse.  Ho  had  been  frequently  advised  to  fly  from 
the  storm,  but  his  affectionate  iolicitude  for  the  people  rose 
superior  to  every  counsel.  Ho  was  bound  in  irons,  conducted 
to  the  camp  of  the  besiegers  and  offered  his  pardon,  provided 
he  would  but  use  his  influenQi»«n  prtvailing  on  the  inhabitant! 
of  Clonmel  to  surrender  thu^wn.  These  terms  being  rejected ; 
he  was  brought  under  tlic^  walls,  and  by  a  general  order  was 
beheaded,  while  in  the  act  of  praying  for  his  flock  and  forgiv- 
ing his  enemies. 

Milks  Maqhatb,  of  the  Order  of  Preachers  and  a  member 
of  the  cqpvent  of  Clonmel,  underwent  an  ordeal  of  sufferings 
and  was  put  to  death  in  the  same  town,  not  many  days  after. 
This  excellent  priest,  anxious  to  attend  the  sick,  had  returned 
to  Clonmel  soon  after  the  siege.  Having  celebrated  the  divine 
mysteries,  and  being  in  the  act  of  attending  a  dying  jwrson, 
be  was  taken  into  custody,  then  put  on  the  rack,  and  at 
length  suspended  from  a  gibbet  by  the,  orders  of  one  of 
Cromwell's  satellites,  who,  at  that  Ume,  had'the  command  of 
the  garrison. 

•Tamkb  Ltncr,  parish  pgfist  of  Kelts,  in  the  county  of  Meath, 
and  IticuARD  Nuoknt, 'parish  priest  of  Itatoath,  in  the  sanib 
county',  were  both  put  to  the  torture,  and  died  on  the  same 
day  in  defence  of  their  (aitli.  The  former,  a  venerable  old 
man,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  wab^iossacred  in  his  bed,  to 
which  he  had,  through  in6r»iity,  been  for  a  lung  time  confined. 
The  latter  was  sent  under  an  escort  tu  Droghcdia,  and  a  gibbet 
Iwving  been  erected  within  sight  of  the  wa^,  he  ended  his 
course  with  that  Christian  firmness,  which^pnfoiinded  his 
enemies,  and  drew  forth  the  tears  and  benedictions  of  liis  dis- 
consolate friends. 

UoHimcK  OiixoN  and   Ricbard  Ovbtoh,  ecclesiastics  of 

•  O'Dalv,  RrUUo  Penwub  Hib.ii.  3S8.  TniuUted  by  tha  Bar.  C.  F. 
Moeluto.     Duffy,  Daklio. 
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sreit  eminonco  in  Drof;1ieda,  sulTanHl  death  in  testimony  of 
their  rolicion,  the  very  day  on  which  tliat  town  Imd  been 
itormcid  uv  tlio  Puritans.  They  wore  conducted  into  the 
centre  of  tiic  camp,  and  while  in  the  act  of  raisinf{  their  han<la 
to  heaven,  and  proclaiming  the  truths  of  tlie  Catholic  f&ith, 
they  wore  both  beheaded.* 

/amis  Wolfk  and  Joim  CJoixma,  of  the  Order  of  Preachers, 
both  natives  of  Limerick,  and  nicnibersof  the  Dominican  con- 
vent in  that  city,  i>ecame  victims  to  the  fury  of  the  regicides 
■bout  tho  close  of  tliu  ydar  1051.  The  zeal  and  unaffected 
piety  of  the  latter  had  endeared  him  to  his  fricnds-7-his  valour 
and  patriotism  had  rendered  him  the  terror  of  his  enemies.  At 
length,  however,  he  fell  into  their  hands,  and  on  tho  scoSiild 
evinced  the  same  resiKnatiun  and  fortitude  for  which  during 
life  he  had  been  so  ceTebrated.    The  former,  filled  with  com- 

i)assion  for  the  sufferings  of  the  people,  had  ventured  to  make 
lis  way  into  Limerick,  after  that  citv  bad  been  forced  to  sur- 
render to  Ireton.  The  vigilance  of  his  persecutors  could  not, 
however,  be  long  evaded:  when  this  zealous  missionary 
had  been  for  about  eight  days  emploved  in  administering 
the  sacraments  to  tho  <Iying,  and  wliile  oflfering  up  the 
sacred  mysteries,  he  was  arrested,  brought  before  the  gov- 
ernor of  tho  city,  and  sentenced  to  be  executed  in  the 
public  market, — his  very  executioners  being  filled  with  amaze- 
ment at  the  fortitude — the  Christian  heroism  with  which  he 
suffered.!  ^ 

These  few  illustrious  'sufferers  have  been  selected  from  the 
almost  countless,  catalogue  which  the  historians  of  those  times 
have  left  on  record:  a  distinct  and  circumstantial  account  of 
all  would  require  voluufus.^    Ou  the  6th  of  January,  1G53, 

.  •  O'Ttaly,  n.  SIM.  t  Mi  V-  •"•"■I- 

*  I  Siiljjoinc^l  itm  the  name«  of  the  prioeti,  BecuUr  jiiic]  roguUr,  who  were,  duriDfz 
thifl  yew,  coiitintMl  m  pri^erH  in  the  ulonil  of  iiotia,  urshilt  up  in  the  gaols  m 
Cork  anil  (ialwity.  Hey.  JameM  Fallen,  V.d.  ;  Uev.  Itogcr  Cummin,  Bocular 
■  fprieet ;  Uev.  Ucralil  Davock.  Dominican ;  Rev.  Ilricn  Coiny,  Franciitcau ; 
Uev.  Thnmaa  Bfttlrkc,  Fraaoiscan  ;  lUiv  Fhilip  WaUhe,  Beeiilar  priest ;  Uev. 
Thomaa  Urady,  aecutar,  priest ;  Itev.  llmothy  Maunin,  secular  priest ;  Hev. 
Miles  TutJy,  secular  pnest ;  Itev.  Tatrick  Trevor,  secular  iiriott ;  llev.  John 
Kelly,  secular  prioat ;  Rev.  M  'Letuhlin  Conry,  secular  priest ;  Kev.  Anthony 
(leoghcgan,  &blH>t;  Itev.  John  Uillon,  Dominican;  Kev.  Thomas  M'Komau, 
FranuiKcan  :*  Rev.  Gtlwanl  Delaniar,  secular  iiricat ;  Rev.  Terlat^h  Gavan, 
itecuLar  priest ;  Kev.  John  Russelt  V.O.  ;  Rev.  William^Henesy,  secular  prieat; 
Rev.  William  Fanrell,  secular  priest ;  Rev.  ItedmomI  Roche,  secular  priest ; 
Uev.  Conner  Keilly,  secular  pnost ;  lte\C  Dennis  Horiran,  secular  priest ;  Itev. 
Henry  Burgat.  Dominican  ;  llev.  Timothy  l>movaii,  Jlranciscan  ;  Rev.  Connor 
Hurly,  (VanciHoan  ;  Rev.  .Tames  Slevin,  Franciscan ;  Itev.  Thomas  Ruony, 
Fraqcisoan;  Rev.  Conor  Seanlan,  Knincisoao,;  Itcv.'ltenianl  Comins,  IXimi- 
nican ;  Kev.  Buuaveuture  Daut,  seciiUr  prieat ;  Kev  Thomas  Burke,  secul.tr 
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tlio  fint  edict  omnnnted  from  the  cnmfliiasioncn  appointed  l)y 
the  republican  pnriinmcnt  fur  mnnai;iiig  the  aHiiirs  of  Ireland ; 
it  was  instantly  piiblLilied  throii^liuiit  all  tlio  cities,  townx, 
villages,  and  pnrislies  of  the  kin);dom.  By  this  edict  the 
exturminatinK  statute  passed  in  the  27th  of  Elizabeth  wim 
revived ;  twcnty-eljjht  days  are  allowed  for  the  dcp,irturo  of 
all  priests  from  the  kin);dom,  bat  after  that  period,^sliould  any 
priest  Iw  deteetcil  in  the  country,  "  he  incurs  (Hays  the  statute) 
the  guilt  of  high  treason — he  is  therefore  to  be  hanged,  cut 
down  while  alive,  beheaded,  qnarteretl,  bowelled,  and  burned ;  \ 
the  liead  to  be  set  on  a  spike,  anil  cxposeil  in  the  most  public  \^ 
place — moreover,  should  any  person  entertain  or  harbour  a 
priest,  lie  shall  suffer  the  confiscation  of  his  property,  and  be 
put  to  death  without  the  hope  of  mercy."*  Kvcry  exercise  of 
the  Catholic  reirgiou,  even  in  private,  was  now  held  and  de- 
clared a  capital  olfence;  spies  and  informers  were  to  be  seen 
in  all  directions  scouting  the  country;  a  reward  of  five  pounds 
naa  to  be  given  for  the  apprehension  of  a  priest,  together  with 
one-third  part  of  the  property  of  the  person  in  whose  house  he 
shall  bo  discovered.t  These  informers  were  likewise,  by  virtue 
of  the  edict,  to  be  promoted  to  offices  and  <lignities,  as  men  who 
dejervcd  well  of  the  state. J  To  this  instrument  of  refined 
cruelty,  the  following  supplement  was  soon  after  annexed. 
"  And  if  any  one  shall  know  whore  a  priest  remains  concealed, 
in  caves,  woods,  or  caverns,  or  if  by  any  chance  he  should 
meet  a  priest  on  the  highway,  and  not  immediately  take  him 
into  custoily  and  present  him  before  the  next  magistrate,  suuh 

ferson  to  bo  considered  a  traitor  and  an  lyicniy  to  the  republic. 
lo  IS  accordingly  to  be  cast  into  prison,  flogged  through  the 
public  streets,  and  afterwards  have  his  ears  cut  olf.  liut  should 
It  appear  that  he  kept  up  any  correspondence  or  friendship 
with  a  priest,  he  is  to  suffer  dcath."§         _  ' 

This  deadly  persecution,  for  which  we  can  find  no  parallel 
ill  the  whole  annals  of  tyranny,  was  considered  still  incom- 
plete. The  climax  was  wanted,  but  was  soon  supplied  by  the 
oath  of  abjuration,  which  all  who  ha'd  attained  the  age  uf 
twenty  were  now,  under  severe  penalties,  obliged  to  take.|| 

pricnt ;  Rer.  Fnincu  Horan,  MotiUr  priest ;  It«r.  ThomM  Mac-K«niaii,  Mciilar 
imvtt ;  KeV.  Terence  (Uvan,  iieciilar  i>rie«t ;  Key.  HuhH  M'Keoli,  necular 
I»ria«l— "Ei  Lilirn  Aruluvii  l*rovinctalu  CuUegii  L^ovAiuetiRin,  8.  Aotoniide 
Padtta,  Fr.  Miu.  tliltcriicrum."  *  U'Daly,  |t.  .'175. 

t  The  same  n>wan\  (namely  £Xt)  was  in  thnae  times  offeroil  fnr  the  hea<t  uf  a 
pri«st  antl  that  of  a  wulf  — honco  the  olercy  were  liunted  aad  i>urfnieii  vith  the 
aamo  avidity  as  the  very  tieaAta  of  the  Held. 

X  Moriiflon,  Thranodia,  Hihorno  Catfaolica,  ii.  27. 

I  Ibid.  II  lb.  p.  31 Braodio,  p.  US. 
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Thai  wiM  Ireland,  once  a  religions,  an1i);litene(l,  and  a  fur- 
famed  nation,  torn,  outraged,  and  trampled  u|>oii ;  her  priest- 
hood put  to  tlie  awnrd — lier  nobility  clinpersed — her  peopio 
exiled — liberty  annihilated — learning  proscrilied — religion  in- 
sulted— wliat  the  sanctify  of  ancient  times  had  consecrated, 
iiioctcrn  impiety  linis  n<m  dclilcd — what  Nature  so  bountifully 
blessed,  the  unfeeling  despot  has  covered  with  torrents  of 
tears  and  blood. 

Notwithstanding  the  threats  and  edicts,  the  commissioners 
an<l  informers,  the  gibljets  and  terrors,  that  had  for  so  many 
years  been  employed  to  overawe  the  nation  and  strip  it  of  its 
Vuitl4  still  the  ancient  religion  of  the  country  flourished  as 
lively  OS  ever  in  the  hearts  and  affections  of  the  people.  Nor 
did  they  succeed  in^licir  scheme  of  extermination ;  numbers, 
no  doubt,  were  swept  away,  but  vast  multitudes  still  remained 
■hut  up  in  the  4owns  and  villages,  or  scattered  in  countless 
thousands  over  the  fnco  of  the  country.  This  it  was  which 
filled  their  enemies  with  redoubled  fury,  tad  at  length  sug- 
gested the  infernal  design  of  converting  the  whole  province 
'of  Conn^ught  into  one  frightful  national  prison.  In  the 
year  1(554,  and  on  a  given  day,  specified  by  the  edict,  every* 
Catholic  in  the  kingdom,  without  distinction  of  rink,  a|^,  or 
sex,  was  ordered  to  repair  to"  Connauglit.  .Mound  this  pro- 
vince, which,  from  fauuno  and  the  sword,  had  now  becom?  a 
desolate  WMta^  certain  boundaries  were  marked  out,  and 
within  thiffi^recinets  were  the  wretched  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land enclosed,  without  food,  raiment,  or  shelter, — -friendless, 
hopeless,  and  unpitied.  No  pei^  can  describe  or  mind  con- 
ceive the  frightful  scenes  of  misery  that  now  ensued.  It  was 
death  to  step  beyond  the  limits ;  a  Catholic  found  in  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom  cuuld  (according  to  the  laws  of  the 
regicides),  be  butchered  by  any  private  individual  withont 
jury  or  judge  or  magistrate.  Famnie,  pestilence,  and  despair 
now  set  in;  one  thousand  perished  of  hunger  and  disease; 
many  (says  a  contemporary  writer),*  cast  tlienis^jlves  from 
rocks  and  promontories;  numbers  flung  themselves  into 
whirlpools  and  rivers;  on  one  udi  theT*were  repelled  by  the 
sea,  on  the  other  they  were  henfmed  in  by  the  sword  of  the 
slaughterer,  while  within  the  plnntatinn  of  Connaught  itself, 
were  to  be  seen  the  barrefi  rocks, 4nc  walking  spectres,  and  those 
other  innumerable  cilamities  that  usually  compo.io  the  awful 
■train  of  the  contemptible  bigot,  the  usurper,  and  the  tyrant. 

Such   was   the  deplorable  condition   of  the  Catholics  of 

*  MuiiMon,  {x  19,  et  aeq. 
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IrulaiiJ  until  t!io  year  1658,  when  Cromwell  ATUsuffimonud 
bvfore  the  tribunal  of  nii  eternal  Juilgo.  On  the  3rd  of  Sep- 
tember in  that  year,  the  earthly  career  of  this  monster  terini- 
luited:  an  event  lonj;  and  ardently  wished  for  by  all  humane 
and  upright  men;  to  his  iM3rsccuted  victims  it  afforded  un- 
s|H!akal>le  deli);lit. 

The  cx|>crienco  of  the  preceding  nine  years  had  now 
wrought  its  natural  effect. ,  The  national  niiiid,  long  sincu 
disgusted  with  scenes  of  private  misery  and  of  social  de- 
rangement, became  loud  in  its  demand  for  the  restoration  of 
monarchy';  the  repuplicans,  cut  up  as  they  had  been  into  sec- 
tions aMJiinrties,  now  began  to  give  way;  and  accordingly, 
in  16(l(^2|P^iarles  II.  set  out  from  ISelgium,  made  his  puLlic 
entry  into  London,  and  was  ^oon  after  crowned,  amidst  the 
heartfelt  joy  of  the  whole  kingdom. 

It  has  been  asserted  by  some  writers,  that  Charles,  on  his 
accession  to  the  throne,  had  declared  himself  favourable  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland:  this  statement,  although  a 
gratuitous  one,  may  be  true;  yet  both  the  past  and  subsequent 
ronduct  of  Charles  must  suffice  to  render  it  <loubtful.     In  the 


I  property  i 

of  country,  were  confiscated,  and  divided  in  lots  among  the 
soldiers  of  Crdiuwell,  outcast  Puritan  vagrants,  whose  hearts 
and  hands  were  still  stained  with  the  blood  of  his  father.t 

The  injustice  of  these  proceedings  was  now  aggravated  by  a 
renewal  of  all  the  old  calumnies  so  frequently  advanced  but  as 
often  refuted.  Their  religious  principles  were  incompatible 
with  the  safety  of  the  crown ;  their  engagements  were  ilbt  to 
be  <leneiided  u|ioh;  tliey  entered  into  treaties  the  most  solemn, 
but  they  broke  them  at  |>lcasure ;  they  were  Nuncionists,  Ki- 
nuecinis,  dissemblers,  and  traitors,  'io  vindicate  themselves 
and  their  religion  from  those  foul  and  malicious  imputations, 
the  clergy  ami  the  Ciitholic  gentry  of  Ireland  were  warmly 
advised,  by  many  of  their  friends,  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England,  to  prejiare  a  satisfactory,  but  rcs[iectful,  remons- 
trance, and  cause  it  to  be  presented  to  his  majesty  with  as 
much  expedition  as  possible.  This  friendly  suggestion,  al- 
though approved  of  by  all,  could  not,  from  the  i)eculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  times,  bo  carried  into  effect  until  about  the  close 

*  LcUnd,  voL  iu. 

t  Cart*;,  vol  ii.  —Of  thcw  cimmIh,  130,000  acres  wciv  Allotted  to  Ormond,  by 
which  niednH  hiH  iucoute.  which  hitherto  liatt  liceri  .17,000,  wait  now  swelled  to 
tlM  euoraiutu  sum  of  ^'t>0,OOU  [ler  aunuui  -  rett>'a  Tohtical  Aiuitulny,  (>.  H. 
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of  the  year  16(il.  At  timt  time  three  Catholic  gentlemen, 
rvaiding  in  Dublin,  Sir  Riehanl  Uarnnall,  KichanI  Belling,  anil 
1'honiaa  Tyrrcl,  together  with  Oliver  Dcane,  vicar-general  of 
Meath,  anil  Father  Jamca  Filzaiinmons,  gu:irilii*i  of  the  Fran- 
ciacans  at  Dublin,  found  an  opportunity  of  consulting  together, 
ond  the reinonstrnhce already  idludud  to  wasagrcod  upon.*  It 
wan  proimsed  that  Kichnrd  lielling,  who  had,  in  1644,  been 
nppfiultcil  the  acting  secretary  of  the  supreme  council,  should 
(iTepalu!  the  draft  of  this  remonstrance;  that  it  should  exhibit 
an  acoirate  statement  of  their  religious  principles,  as  well  as  a 
refuttition  of  the  calumnies  which  had  been  so  unjustly  heaped 
upon  tlioin ;  and  that  as  the  clergy  were  the  persons  agamst 
wliom  these  attacks  had^been  priiiciiHilly  levelled,  the  remons- 
trance should,  on  that  account,  bo  in  perfect  accordance  with 
their  opinions,  and  be  distinctly  set  forth  in  their  name.  This 
document  was  accordingly  executed ;  however,  that  portion  of 
it  which  referred  to  the  temporal  authority  of  the  pope,  was 
no  more  than  a  literal  transcript  of  the  printed  declaration  of 
the  Catholics  of  Kngland,  drawn  up  by  Father  Creasy,  an 
Kngli.sh  lienedictine,  and  presented  to  Charles  I,  at  West- 
minster about  the  ycjir  1640.t  Singular  as  it  may  appear,  the 
remonstrance,  when  fully  prepared,  was  instantly  transmitted 
to  London,  witlioiA  having  at  the  time  obtained  the  signature 
of  a  single  prelate,'  or  of  any  of  the  Catholic  clergy  to  the 
kingdom.  Oircunistancca,  it  is  true,  had  rendered  it  impos- 
sible to  collect  the  united  sentiments  of  the  prelacy;  our 
bishops,  compelled  like  the  fathers  of  primitive  days  to  yield 
to  the  storm,  were  now  scattered,  wandering  exiles  through 
the  different  nations  of  Euro|)e;  out  of  the  twenty-eight  pre- 
lates who  coniposed  the  hierarchy  of  Ireland  in  1650,  only 
three  arc  to  be-  found  in  the  whole  kingdom  at  the  time  of 
which  we  are  now  treating  {  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
motives  which  int1ue|(ced  the  individuals  with  whom  thia 
remonstrance  originated,  whether  it  had  been  the  necessity  of 
despatch,  the  exigency  of  the  times,  or  the  impossibility  of 
consulting  the  clergy,  certain  it  is  that  it  had  been  forwarded 
in  the  state  already  described,  and  committed  tq  the  manage- 

*  Wolsh'ii  HiHt  oT  Itcmnn.  trcatim  i.  p  6.      ^ 

t  Sot' this  ri'nioiiRtnuicu  in  A]>itoiulix  I.— Thin  leamwl  eccIeaisBtic  WM  for 
aomo  yeAn  rn)t<!NUiit  deaa  of  ttio  (liocose  of  Lei^hlin,  but  having  renounoetl 
rmUwtantism,  lie  b<m»ii  after  puUliKhud  liiii  ExomottujuU,  in  which  he  prcBCnta 
an  arapti)  an<l  Hatiafiictory  atat«iuent  of  the  reaauas  which  inducetl  him  to  em- 
brace the  l'athi>lio  faith. 

X  The  only  prvlutos  at  thia  time  in  Ireland  were  Etlmnnd  O'Reilly,  arch- 
biithnp  of  Arni:i^ti ;  Authnny  Maofii-oohej^n,  hinhop  of  Meath;  ana  Own 
Mae.Swe(>ny,  liiahop  of  Kilmore.  ThiA  laAt  prelate,  through  ago  and  iofimiity, 
was  ooaiimxl  (o  hid  bed  and  uuablo  to  leave  hia  house. 
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inont  of  Fiitlier  Peter  Walsh,  at  that  time  residing  in  Lnpdon, 
as  the  procurutur  or  accroijted  agent  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland.  _  * 

I'ktxr  WiLsu  was  a  native  of  Moortown  in  the  county  of 
Kildaro,  and  about  the  year  lliSO,  retired  to  the  convent  of ' 
St.  Anthony  at  Louvain,  where  he  embraced  the  Franciscan 
institute,  and.  completed  liis  studies  with  great  applause. 
During  liii  ecclesiastical  course  he  became  acquainted  with 
Jansvnius,  at  that  time  doctor  of  the  nniversitv  of^  Louvain  and 
bi:ihop-eloct  of  Ipros,  to  whom  he  iledicateu  his  philosophical 
'I'liesis,  but  to  whose  subsequent  doctrines  on  grace  he  never, 
it  Hi>pears,  had  given  his  8up|>ort  or  assent.*  On  his  return 
to  Ireland  he  was  appointed  to  the  Franciscan  convent  of 
Kilkenny.  Here  he  wus  employed  for  many  years  as  public 
lecturer  of  divinity,  and  was  at  length  introduced  to  the  notice 
ofOrniond,byuicans  of  the  unremitted  and  01  crheated  zeal  with 
which  he  opposed  the  proceedings  and  censures  of  the  nuncio. 
Peter  Wulsh  was  certainly  endowed  with  very  considerable 
abilities,  ami  appears^  to  have  been  well  versed  in  the  general 
ecclesiastical  literature' of  those  times.  Being  nalurnlly  bold, 
impetuous,  and  enterprizing,  his  ambition  impelled  him  to 
aspire  to  the  episcopacy,  but  the  means  which  he  cm|)loyed 
were  unbecoming  the  Christian, — they  were  certainly  unworthy 
the  scholar  and  the  man.  While  his  country  was  oppressed 
and  plundered,  he  took  shelter  under  the  patronage  of  its 
avowed  enemies;  he  wus  the  warm  advocate,  the  .time-serving 
creature  of  Urmond,  with  whose  duplicity  and  implacable 
hatred  to  the  Catholic  name,  ho  must  have  been  perfectly  well 
acquainted.  Uwing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times  and  the 
inll^nce  which  he  )M>ssesseil,  he  was,  in  IGliO,  appointed  by 
the  primate,  Kdmund  O'Ueilly  and  others,  as  procurator  or 
general  agent  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland ;  and  in  that  capacity 
ho  resided  in  London  at  the  time  the  document  already  men- 
tioned had  been  committed  to  his  cnre.  • 

The  remonstrance  being  thus  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
agent,  was  soon  alter  presented  by  him  to  some  of  the  leading 
members  of  the  cabinet;  but  being  an  anonymous  luiautheu- 
ticated  document,  it  was  inmicdiately  returned,  with  a  recom- 
mendation to  have  it  signed  as  speedily  as  possible  by  the 
Catholic  prelates,  nobility,  and  clergy  of  the  whole  kingdom. 
Out  of  thirty  exiiatriated  Irish  priests,  then  residing  in  Londoif, 
twenty-four  readilv  aflixed  their  signatures  to  it,  together  with 
Oliver  Uorcy,  bisliop  of  Uromoru;  the  remaining  sis  refused 

*  Uiit  RemooHt  treatise  iv.  p.  7& 
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tliinr  assent,  alleging;  that  the  language  employed  in  the  me- 
morial was  not  HUfKcientl^  respectful  to  the  Iluly  See*  In 
Ireland,  the  rcinonHtrunco  met  with  n  most  unfavourable  recep- 
tion; aseoon  a.t  it  had  appeared,  one  general  outcry  was  riiisej 
OKainst  it  in  almost  every  diocese  of  the  kingdom ;  the  doctrine 
which'  it  contained  was  considered  dangerous,  false,  and 
already  censured  by  the  Church;  it  was  rejected  by  some 
with  as  much  abhorrence  as  the  oath  of  supremacy,  and  con- 
dciflncd  by  all  for  the  intcm|)erato  and  disrespectful  tcims 
wliich  pervaded  its  entire  composition.  „ 

While  doubts  and  ililhculties  had  been  thus  raised  on  the 
part  of  the  clergy,  the  (Jathollc  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland 
appeared  to  have  been  ])laccd  altogether  beyond  the  influence 
of  such  scruples.  Karly  in  the  your  lUr>2,b  numerous  meeting 
of  the  nobility  took  place  at  the  house_  of  lord  Clanrlckard, 
in  Dublin,  the  remonstrance  was  produced,  approved  of,  ontl 
signed  by  the  liillowing  noblemen:  lords  Castlehaven,  Clan- 
earthy,  Carlingfiird,  Muuntgarret,  Drittos,  Fingall,  Tirconnell, 
Galniov,  Slane,  Uoruinnstown,  and  Clunrickard,  It  was  soon 
after  8igne<l  by  a  coniiiderable  nund>or  of  the  gentry,  and  by 
upwards  of  two  hundred  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  the 
county  anil  town  of  Weifford.t 

Orniond  had  scarcely  eiftcred  on  his  administrntiohs,  when 
Peter  Walsh  arrived  in  Ireland;  his  presence,  however,  tended 
only  to  supply  fresh  vigour  to  the  already  avowed  opposition 
of  tlio  clergy.  The  niiachievous  policy  of  Ormond  produced 
similar  ellects  among  the  lulty.  Under  pretence  of  defeatins 
an  alleged  plot  of  the  I'uritai)*,  tlio  city  of  Dublin  was  filled 
with  arms;  churches  ami  places  of  w()rship  were  closed,  prie-sts 
were  apprehended  and  cast  into  prison,  even  the  very  chapi'l 
in  whicli  Father  Walsh  was  officiating  was  attacked  by  the 
military  on  St.  Ste|>hen'H  Day ;  many  were  wounded,  and  the 
clergy  attnclie<l  to  the  convent  were  taken  into  custody.  To 
complete  the  0(liuu\  of  these  proceedings  and  create  in  the 
public  mind  a  still  stronger  aversion  to  the  remonstrance,  the 
primate,  UdnuinU  U'Keilly,  was  most  unwarrantably  accused 
of  having  acted  in  concert  with  Jones,  one  of  the  leaders  of 
the  I'uritnn  |>arty,  and  compelled  to  quit  the  kingdom.  The 
letters,  also,  anil  official  documents  wliich  reached  Ireland 
from  lirussels,  Rome,  and  other  quarters,  had  now  served  to 
render  the  anti-reuionstrants  litiMLmore  determined  in  their 
nnposition.  In  July,  lti(>2/llhe  i'tcrnuncio,  Uieroniinus  de 
Vecchiis,  addressed  an  admonitory  epistle  to   the  bishop  of 

"  HitL  lUmoa.  treatise  i.  p.  9.  t  lb.  l>.  OS.    * 
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Dromore,  to  Fat!:er  Uonavcntnre  Rro<lin,  and  other  ecclaiU 
aatica,  in  wlikh  he  strongly  denounces  t)ie  remonstrance, 
observing  that  it  conininc<l  proiiositionB  similar  to  those  lonj; 
since  condemned  by  Paul  V.  an<i  lately  by  Innocent  X. ;  that  the 
present  ibrmula  of  allegiance  had,  in  various  consistories,  been 
deservedly  censured,  and  that,  if  persevered  in,  it  would  in  all 
probability  be  more  injurious  to  the  Church  than  all  the  pei-^ 
secutions  which  had  been  levelled  against  it.*  This  letter  was 
accompanied  by  another  on  the  eighth  of  the  same  month, 
addressed  to  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  Ireland,  and  written 
by  carilinal  Francis  liarliarinc,  ni  the  name  of  the  whole  con- 
gregation of  I'ropagantla,  of  which  ho  was  president.  As 
this  dociiincnt  was  one  of  the  principal  authorises  on  which 
the  opposition  of  the  anti-remonstrants  was  grounde<l,  it  may 
lint  be  deemed  improper  to  give  it  insertion  in  this  place,  and 
present  it  to  the  reader  in  a  fair,  literal  translation. 

"  To  the  noblemen  of  Ireland — If  the  moat  holy  and  affec- 
tionato  father  of  the  faithful  hath,  at  any  time,  reason  to 
grieve  for  the  lamentable  condition  of  your  aflairs,  it  certainly 
IS  the  present,  when  ho  beholds  you  threatened  with  ruin,  not 
alone  from  external  enemies,  but  eVen  from  your  very  domes- 
tics, nay  more  from  your  very  brethren.  For  the  evil  now 
approaches  not  ^ni  the  north  alone;  the  destructive  wind 
at  length  blows  fr^  that  very  quarter  vJience  the  gentle 
breathings  of  the  Gospel  should  have  c**»e.'*'  'Those  who 
shoulil  be  the  disciples  of  truth,  are  now  become  the  masters 
of  error;  and  to  show  fidelity  to  their  king,  they  destroy  faith. 
In  their  proceedings,  however,  it  must  bo  princl|)ally  noticed, 
that  they  published  a  protestation  (of  allegiance),  in  such 
terms,  that  they  may  be  said  to  have  violated  the  Catholic 
faith,  and  gained  nothing  on  oarth  which  they  might  not  have 
obtained,  that  very  faithj remaining  entire.  For  who  sliall 
dare  deny  that  by  the  Catholic  faitli  due  obedience  to  princes, 
is  cherished,  whereas  by  the  precept  of  the  Gospel  every  man 
is  bound  to  yield  to  Ca)sar  what  is  Cxsar's,  and  to  God  what 
belongs  to  God?  When,  therefore,  these  persons  declare 
•  fidelity  to  their  prince,"  they  speak  the  language  which  is 
consonant  to  the  faith  which  thev  profess:  but  what  excuse 
can  they  advance  who,  in  testifying  their  allegiance  to  a 
monarch,  have  thought  proper  to  subscribe  their  names  'to 
^certain  propositions  already  coudcmned  by  the  A|x)stolic  See? 
Wliat  discredit  must  it  not  bring  on  the  ecclesiastical  order, 
when  meii  become  the  leaders  of  errors  who  should,  by  their 

*  liut  Bsmou.  p.  1& 
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DiinUtry,  tw  tlui  in»tructoni  or  mankind?  It  hath,  indeed, 
grieved  the  soul  of  the  most  lioly  |iontift'  to  behold  the  un- 
lavory  salt  pouring  forth  its  oxhuintions,  and  to  witness  thos^ 
who  shoiihl  cnhKltten  others,  bringing  darkness  and  death  on 
themselves.  Wherefore,  lot  those  who  have  not  yet  subscribed 
this  formula,  bo  cautious  lest  they  be  drawn  into  the  iiit  by 
foolish  lenders;  let  them  hold  the  doctrine  pure,  sound,  and 
entire.  WIto  stands,  let  him  take  heed  lest  he  fall.  liut  as  to 
those  who  liiivo  unhappily  fallen,  let  tliem  riso  without  delay, 
and  recognize  that  right  hand  which  their  most  holy  and 
utieetionate  father  holds  forth  in  admonishing  them.  Finally,  ^ 
let  all  of  you,  unite<l  in  the  bond  of  peace,  yield  that  re9|>ect 
and  duty  to  your  king,  which  true  faith  teaches.  In  the 
meantime,  I  earnestly  pray  that  all  things  may  be  pros- 
perous to  you,  and  in  the  name  of  that  congregation  appointed 
to  su|>orintend  your  aftiiirs,  I  exhort  you  to  cherish,tliat  heroic 
unshaken  constancy  which  you  have  liitlierto  so  nobly  mani- 
fested, in  defending  t^o  purity  of  yonr  lioly  religion.  lie 
cbnvinceil,  likewise,  that  tiic  Catholics  of  Ireland  are  beloved 
by  our  most  holy  father  in  the  bowels  of  Christ,  and  that  hia 
holiness  is  frumhis  whole  heart,  and  out  of  that  charity  which 
is  from  God,  (xlssesscd  with  the  most  aHectionate  desire  for  the 
health  and  tranquillity  of  you  all.  (iiven  ut  Kouie,  8th  of 
July,  1662.    Signtnl,  Francis  Barbarine."* 

Notwithstnniting  the  powerful  ettbrts  which  had  been  made 
by  I'eter  Walsh,  Father  Caron,  and  others,  the  cause  of  the 
remonstnints  made  but  verv  slow  advances;  if  station, dignity, 
and  numbers  be  considereif,  they  were  left  in  a  mot  discourag- 
ing minority.  The  immbcr  of  priests  residing  in  Ireland, 
in  1G()5,  amounted  to  about  two  thousand,  of  which  number, 
twelve  hundred  were  secular  priests,  and  al)Out  eight  hundred 
regulars  of  different  religious  orders.t  Out  of  this  entire 
body,  only  sixty-nine  had  signed  the  remonstrande.|  There 
were  but  three  Catholic  bisho))8  at  the  same  |wriod  in  the 
whole  kingdom:  the  aged  and  venerable  John  Burke,  arch- 
bishop of  Tuam,  who,  having  been  sixteen  years  an  exile,  had 
just  then  returned  from  the  continent,  intending  (as  ho  himself 
ox|>rcs8es  it)  to  have  liis  ashes  laid  in  the  tomb  of  his  fathers^ 
Patrick  I'lunkct,  bishop  of  Ardagh,  who  arrived  in  the  same 

*  Hut  Ronion.  }\  17. 

t  The  nuniWr  uf  Frniiciscani  io  Ireland,  in  16ri.5,  unounted  to  400 ;  of 
DominicaiiH,  *Mli  ;  Aiiguitiiiiaii*,  luo  ;  Jwuits,  Cannelil^ja.  and  C'limchins,  in 
all,  100.  Tht're  were  iM>niu  few  (.'intercUtis  and  Canono  ltc^\dar  uf  tit  Aiigtu- 
tiii,  diii|H>nHHl  in  tint  UrKc  towns,  and  cniployoil  in  tln>  jtamhea  as  ouratos  auil 
l>ari«li  i)rit>Ht«. — Hist  lUimuu.  part  ii.  truatiae  i.  it.  57i>.  ^ 
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year,  And  the  infirm,  solTorlnf;,  saintly  bishop  of  Kilmore, 
Owen  MacSwecny.*  The  remaining;  dIoceBes  of  Ireland  were 
governed  by  vicnm-gcneral  and  capitular;  men  nnexception- 
ably  opposed  to  the  diction  of  the  luimo  formula.  The  plan 
of  convcnint;  n.  national  synod  had  imn  ton);  since  contem-' 

1>lated  by  the  rcniiinstrant-party;  it  was  wannly  oncouraped 
)y  Unnond,  with  n  view  ol'  creating  a  still  greater  division 
among  the  clergy,  and  of  confieniing  the  charges  which  he  had 
already  advanced  against  their  ]irinciples.  For  this  purpose 
Father  Peter  Walsh  was  selected  as  the  advocate  of  the 
original  remonstrance ;  to  the  generality  of  the  clergy, 
liiiwcver,  the  intended  synod  appeared  unnecessary  and 
dangerous. 

At  length,  on  the  l8th  of  November,  1665,  and  in  a  private 
conference-,  liold  at  the  agent's  residence,  the  convocation  of 
the  synod  was  determined  u))on ;  the  bisliop  of  Ardagh  and 
the  vicars-general  of  Armagh,  Dublin,  and  Meatli,  acting  on 
tliat  occasion  as  the  representatives  of  the  general  body  of  the 
clergy.  Having  first  obtained  an  assurance  of  protection  from 
Oriuond,  it  was  agreed  that  an  inJiciion,  or  letter  of  notice, 
should  be  instantly  drawn  up,  and  a  copy  of  it  carefully 
despatched  to  the  several  dignituriea  of  the  kingdom,  secular 
and  regnlar.t 

It  wiu  then  arranged  and  specified  in  the  circulars,  that  ten 
ecclesiastics  should  be  sent  to  the  synod,  as  representatives 
from  each  province,  together  with  the  provincials  of  the  dif- 
'  ferent  orders,  to  whom  a  privilege  was  granted  of  bi'inging 
each  two  divines  or  canonists.  Finallv,  the  day  appointed  for 
the  opening  of  the  synod  was  the  lltii  of  June,  1))66,  and  the 
]>lace  in  which  they  were  to  assemble  was  the  residence  of  the 
Iwrisli  priest  of  St.  Audoen's,  Dublin. 

On  the  day  specified  in  the  circulars  the  synod  was  opened, 
and  continued  its  sittings  for  fifteen  days  successively; 
Andrew  Lynch,  bishop  of  Kilfenora,  (who  had,  but  a  few 
months   before   returned   from  exile)  being  With  one  voice 

*  Hut  Remon.  p.  S73.  V,  f,t'jj; 

t  The  ntuaen  of  tliew  diKnitancs  ore  : — 

Vatrirlc  Daly.  vicar-gtMicnU  of  Anna^li,  anil  excrciflinfi;  at  that  time  metro- 
ptilitan  juriiHiiction  over  the  whole  ])rovinc«i ;  James  Demiwey,  vicar-K|)n«tolio 
of  Uiilifin  anil  capitular  of  KiliUre,  enjnyinit  likcwtKti  metropolitan  jtiriadio- 
tion  over  the  imtvince  of  LeinHter ;  Jcthn  lliirke,  vicar-a]Kistohe  of  Caahel ; 
Anthony  Docharty,  niiniBter-pr<ivincial  of  the  FranciiieAnN  ;  John  O'Hart, 
prior-prtivincial  of  the  Uominicaiu ;  Htefttieli  Lynch,  prior-provincial  of  th» 
An|{U)ttinianfi ;  A  Saul,-iUl>erior-)>mTincial  of  the  JetinitR  ;  llioniaii  Dillon, 
prior-provinciltV  ofrthe  Pincalceil  Oarmclites  ;  fjregory  Muichonry,  t'onimia- 
Mry  of  the  mission  of  the  Capuchiua ;  and  Bartholomew  Fitzgerald,  ablwt  ol 
the  Oiaterciaus.  , 
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appointed  clmirmaii,  and  Nicliolas  TlcdmoncI,  Ticar-gencral 
of  Ferns,  -  acting;  as  spcretary.  The  two  first  days  were 
occupied  in  the  discussion  of  some  disciplinary  arrangements 
connected  with  tho  penoral  interest  of  the  Irish  Church:  on 
the  third  day  Father  Walsli  introduces  the  main  subject  which 
iiad  brou);1it  them  togctlier, — tho  importint  question  of  the 
remonstrance.  His  siicecli,  which  occupied  nearly  three  houra, 
went  to  show  that  tnoro  was  nothing  cnntiiined  in  the  sub- 
stance of  the  remonstrance  which  could,  by  a  fair  construction, 
bo  ileclarcd  contrary  cither  to  Catholic  faith  or  morals,  and  in 
jiartlcular,  tliat  the  \m\>e  had  no  power  over  the  temporalities 
of  any  prince*  His  arguments  were  generally  admitted,  yet 
when  applied  to  the  remonstrance  in  question,  with  its  sup- 
posed ambiguous  and  disrespectful  language,  they  became  < 
unavailable,  lie  was  heard  throughout  witli  profound  atten- 
tion ;  but  the  concurrence  of  the  synod  could  not  be  obtained. 
On  the  evening  of  that  day,  tho  primate,  Edmund  O'Reilly, 
landed  in  Dublin,  after  an  absence  of  four  years.  Ilis  arrival, 
and  the  letters  with  which  ho  had  been  entrusted  from  the 
inteninncio  Kospigliosi,  Mortp,  bishop  of  Iprcs,  and  others, 
served  to  confirm  tho  nrovisus  resolutions  of  the  clergy,  and 
to>(tecide  the  fate  of  the  remonstrance.  liesides  the  formula 
of  allogiancc  which,  in  reality,  was  tlio  proposed  subject  of 
discusmon,  Ormond,  by  the  agency  of  his  jurty,  had  contrived 
to  introduce,  for  tho  acceptance  of  the  synod,  six  scholastic 
propositions  already  sanctioned  by  the  faculty  of  the  Sorbonne. 
Uy  three  of  these  |iro|)ositions,  the  temporal  authority  of  the 
po\k>  over  states  or  princes  was  not  acknowledged;  the  re- 
maining three  amounted  to  a  rejection  of  certam  scholastic 
doctrines  relative  to  his  individual  infallibility  and  superiority 
over  cBcumcnical  councils,  and  were  clearly  irnelevant  to  the 
subject  for  the  discussion  of  which  the  synod  had  been 
convonB<l.  The  mischievous  views  m  the  prtrty  were  now 
distinctly  seen  and  acknowledged  by  all :  dissension  and  insult 
were  among  the  objects  proposed  bytho  introduction  of  such 
questions;  the  wisdom,  liowever,  and  firmness  of  the  clergy 
prevented  tho  possibility  of  these  expected  consequences.  On 
the  sixth  day  the  synod  came'to  a  luianimous  determination 
of  formally  "rejecting  the  original  remonstrance  of  IGBl;  a 
committee  was  appuinted,  and  a  now  protestation  of  allegiance 
was  drawn  up,  which  embodied  all  the  principles  of  fidelity 
coiituined  in  the  former  remonstrance,  omitting  at  the  same 
time,  tlio^  expressions  which  liad  been  generally  considered 

'  Biit.  Rem.  ii.  iwt  i.  i>.  57& 
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oillior  arobifrnoiis  or  disrespectful.*  Tlio  first  three  of  th» 
Sorlwinne  declamtions  wore  rcccivcMl  «n<l  sifrncd,  tlio  romalii- 
inf»  ones,  not  Iwing  connected  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
HBseinhIr,  were  very  properly  omitted. 

As  soon  ns  this  new  protestation  of  loyalty  hud  received  the 
si^niitiires  of  the  entire  body,  it  was  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
the  biaho|>s  of  Kilfenora  and  Arda<!h,  together  with  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  or  transcript  copy  of  the  Sorbonno  dcalarationi 
already  admitted  nnd  snnctioncd.f 

1.  "  We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  declare,  that  it  is  not 
onr  doctrine,  that  the  pope  hath  any  authority  in  temporal 
aHuim  over  our  sovereign  lord,  king  Charles  II.;  yea,  we 
promise  that  we  will  still  op[K)So  those  who  shall  assume  any 
power,  either  direct  or  indirect,  over  biin  in  civil  or' temporal 
allairs,  V 

2.  "  That  it  is  onr  doctrine,  that  onr  gracious  king,  Chnrlef 
II.,  is  BO  inde|icndt;nt,  that  he  doth  not  acknowledge,  nor  hath 
he  in  civil  nnd  temporal  affairs  any  |iower  above  liim  under 
(iod :  and  this  to  be  our  constant  doctrine,  from  which  we  sliall 
never  recede. 

3.  "  Tlint  it  is  our  doctrine,  that  we  subjects  owe  so  natnral 
and  just  olwdience  unto  our  king,  that  no  power,  under  any 
)>retext  whatever,  can  either  dispense  with  or  free  1u  from  the 
same." 

,  The  prelates,  iu'whose  hands  these  resolutions  and  the 
approved  rcmonstrnnce  had  been  placed,  lost  no  time  in  execut- 
ing their  commission ;  that  same  day,  they  waited  on  Ormond 
at  the  castle,  presented  both  documents,  but  wero  received 
iinceronioniously,  nnd  dismissed  with  a  cool  indifferent  assur- 
ance, "  that  after  he  had  read  and  considered  on  their  pa])crs, 
they  slionid  he.ir  further  from  him.'| 

The  fathvrsof  the  national  congregation  hadnowplaced  in  the 
hands  of  Orinond,  u  remonstrance  as  ample  as  th'at  of  1661 ;  the 
objei-tionable  passages,  which  had  been  omitted, were  sufficiently 
supplied  by  the  tirst  three  of  the  Sorbonno  declarations,  while 
the  reasons  already  assigned  for  not  noticing  the  remaining 
three,  should  huvo  rcmovcil  from  the  mind  of  a  dispassionate 
in»n  every  ground  of  cavil  or  dissatisfaction..  On  the  fnUow- 
ing  Monilay,  being  the  25th  of  June,  and  the  I5th  day  of  their 
meeting,  I'eter  Walsh,  by  directions  from  Ormond,  commands 
the  chairman  to  dissolve  the  synod  and  retire  from  Dublin, 
observing  at  the  same  time — "  that  neither  thcii  romonstrance 


*  For  this  romonatnuira  Me  snnendii  ii.       t  Ui*t  Bern.  ii.  vttt,  p.  604. 
t  Hist  Bom.  ii.  put,  pt!  im.  < 
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or  resolution*  liad  ofTerod  tlio  least  satisfaction  (o  his  excel 
lciicy."» 

Tlie  resentment  of  Ormnn<l  was  now  inflamed  in  proportion 
to  the  Bucceiis  with  wliicli  liis  nioaaun-s  liiid  bevn  defeated. 
He  renews  all  liis  former  charges  a^'ninst  the  toleration  of 
Catholic  |iriiiclplcs,  and  represents  tlicin  as  inconsistent  with 
the  safvtv  of  the  state.  Fur  the  purpose  of  aflurdin){  additional 
weight  to  these avcusiitions,  the  Vulesian  lieinohstrance  of  lli(>l 
is  evokcil ;  it  was  represontcil  as  a  summary  of  all  the  real 
constitutiunni  principles  of  allegiance;  but  it  was  denounced 
by  the  internuncio  at  lirussuls,  it  was  condennied  at  Rome,  and 
was  flnnlly  rejected  hv  the  whole  body  of  the  Irish  clergy 
nsscmhivd  at  Dublin.     While  these  attempts  had  been  made  to 

firejudice  the  public  mind,  and  to  exhibit  the  principles  of  Catho- 
icity  in  a  light  odious  to  his  majesty,  silence  the  most  pro- 
found and  treacherous  was  observed  on  the  subject  of  the 
clerical  remonstrance  and  resolutions  agreeil  upon\  hy  the  late 
synml ;  they  were  cushioned,  and  with  them  disappeared 
both  the  llatti-ring  promises  of  a  deceitful  viceroy,  and 
all  the  long-cherished  expectations  of  the  Catholica  of 
Ireland. 

i'eter  Walsh,  finiliiig  tl(ot  he  had,  byShis  factious  opposition, 
already  forfeiteil  every  claim  to  those  distinctions  iVhich  at 
one  period  of  his  ambitious  career  ho  so  ardently  desired,  was 
now  compelled  to  rely  partly  on  the  generosity  of  Ormond, 
aihd  occasionally  on  the  fruits  of  his  own  literary  labours. 
His  writings,  as  well  as  his  speeches  on  the  question  of  the 
remonstrance,  were  too  pointed,  and  wore,  for  the  most  part, 
■  exhausted  on  subjects  already  understootl  ami  readily  admitted 
by  all  parties.  Among  his  contemporaries  he  had  odvociitcs; 
but  it  must  be  recollected,  that  he  had  still  a  i5onsidcriil>ly 
greater  number  of  opponents;  and  whatever  might  be  the 
general  decision  of  posterity  on  the  propriety  of  the  reinOfi- 
■trance,  it  must  be  admitteil,  that  his  subsci|uent  productions 
betrayed  an  actual  jwrversity  of  intention,  and  were  justly 
censured  as  rash,  erroneous,  dangerous,  and  oven  schismaticah 
In  justice,  however,  to  the  memory  of  this  unquestionably 
learned  man,  whoso  public  life  and  opinions  have  called  tbrth 
the  animadversions  of  both  ancient  and  modern  writers,  but  \ 
whoso  acts  of  atonement  have  been  passed  over  in  silence,  we^. 
shall  now  present  to  the  reader  an  authentic  document,  con- ; 
taining  the  solemn  retraction  of  Father  Peter  Walsh,  hia 
condemnation  of  all  the  errors  contained  in  his  writings,  and 
his  unqualified  submission  to  the  voice,  decisionj^nd  authority 
of  the  supreme  head  of  the  Catholic  Church,   '^his  retraction 


486 


KCCLElIASnCAL  IIUTORT  Or  IRELAMD. 


WM  mado  boforo  competent  witneaaes,  whose  names  are  iuIj- 
joinoil,  anil  is  to  the  following  etlcct: — 

"  I,  Fr.  Peter  Walsh,  Lector  of  sacred  Tlioolofty,  and  Priest 
of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  of  the  Strict  Ubservance,  of  the 
province  of  Irolan<l,  do,  bofctre  God  and  witnesses,  called 
together  for  this  |iur|Kise,  submit,  and  most  deliberately  sub- 
ject all,  and  whatever  books  I  have  ever  written  or  pub- 
liljied  in  any  language,  to  the  examination  and  jadgmont  of  . 
the  Holy  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  of  the  Vicar  of  Christ  I 
on  earth,  the  Roman  PontiflT;  and  from  henceforth  I  retract, 
conilemn,  annul,  and  reject  whatever  may,  in  these  writincs, 
bo  found  either  erroneous,  or  scandalous,  or  injurious  to  uia 
Catholic  faith,  ty  sound  doctrine,  to  good  morals,  or  to  any 
individuals,  I  promise,  moreover,  that  should  health  and 
strength  permit,  I  will,  to  the  ntmost  of  my  power,  both 
expressly  and  from  mv  inward  feelings,  retract  all  those  and 
everything,  which  in  these  my  aforesaid  works  and  published 
writings,  may  bo  deemc<l  necessary,  eitlver  to  be  condemned 
or  suppressed ;  and  that  I  will  always  and  in  all  things,  submit 
my  own  private  judgment  to  tliat  of  the  Church,  which  I 
now,  in  truth  and  reality,  do,  as  an  humble  and  obedient 
child  of  the  Church  and  ot  the  Seraphic  Order.  In  testimony 
whereof  I  have  hereby,  before  witnesses,  subscribed  this  13th 
day  of  March,  1688  (new  style). 

"  JosBpu  J'rahcis  Gksktti, 

"  PatkbTTb.  Amthoxt  M'Cabtht. 

"  Pb.  Fb.  Johk  Everabd. 

"  Pb.  Fb.  Francis  Fobitall.* 

Thix  docnment,  taken  from  a  book  of  tho  archive!  of  St  Anthony's  CoUoge 

at  I^oiirain,  haa  been  faithfully  preaervml,  and  may  be  seen  in  tho  library  of 

tho  Franciscan  omvent  at  Wexford.  As  an  iutcreatinff  remnant  of  antiquity,  we 

now  give  it  in  the  original  w<ir<l'< : — *' I:^gu  Frator  retrus  Valuaius,  H.  Theo- 

logiio  I^fH^tor  et  i^.icenlos  orilinif  8.  Fraqciitci,  strictioria  obnervantit^  ]u'0- 

viticin  Hilierniio  iulHcri{itus,  submitto  coratn  Deo  ct  testibus  ad  hoc  vocatis,  et 

•ubjicio  ex  animo  omnes  et  c)unHcummio  libros  quos  unqnam  scriiwi  et  ty\na 

doili,  <^uocumt^ueidiomato,  oxaniinict  nuliciuH.r'athoUcie  KomaoAi  Ecclesia),  et 

\  Ohristl  in  txnu  Vicarii,  Itomani  Pontllicis  ;  et  ex  nunc  retracto,  damno,  doleo 

\  rcjicio  ((uidquid  in  cis  ri?[»ertum  fnerit  erronoum,  scandalosiun  nut  quocumque 

Iramto  noxilim  Catliotica)  lidei,  saruv  lidei,  bouis  moribus  aut  otiam  quibua* 

\cumquo  huminibuH;  pn>uuttcnt),  si  vita  ct  vircfi  nnpitctent,  .ca  omnia  quAio^ 

neis  (tictis  oiHiriluis  dainnanda  aut  supprimenda  visa  fuerint,  me  eK|irc8se  et 

IX  animo,  etiam  libris  e^litiH,  quatenuH  opus  fuurit,  retraotunim,  ot  judicium 

>rt>prium  Rem]ter  ocelesiie  judicio  omnium  submisaunim,  prout  nunc  revere 

ubmitto,  tanquam  humitisetobetlions  Ecclesias  et  Onlinia  Serephici  filina.   In 

uorum  tidem  pnesentihua  subsoriiisi  die  13  Martii,  1088  (stylo  novo). 

*''  **  JosKrHtTs  FRANCiscns  GENsm, 

"  P«.  Fr,  ANiuNirs  MUartht, 
"  Pn.  Fr.  *>annes  Everard, 
"  Pb.  Fb.  Fbahcuciis  FoBSTAti." 
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Before  mnny  ycnra  h»d  olaptiecl,  the  power  of  OrmonJ, 
already  at  its  nummit,  was  seen  to  give  way.  lie  wai 
•upplanted  by  hia  rival,  Buckingham ;  while  Burkley,  a  wige 
and  mo<lcratu  man,  wna,  at  the  name  time,  invested  with  the 
administration  of  the  afliiirs  of  Ireluml.  Durinir  his  com- 
mission, which  lasted  only  for  two  years,  the  Catholics  enjoyed 
stations  of  trust  and  honour;  tlioy  became  members  of  cor- 
porate bodies  an<l  of  the  mngistracy,  while  an  unprecedented 
ealin  a|>|)oared  to  settle  upon  the  nation.  It  was,  however, 
no  more  than  the  periodical  stillness  with  which  every  boister- 
ous element  in  nature  is  attended ;  fur  in  1673,  the  reins  of 
government  were  once  more  placed  in  the  hands  of  Ormoiid, 
and  the  country,  with  its  religion  and  rising  happiness,  is 
again  converted  into  an  universal  scene  of  terror  and  blood. 
Through  the  infunmus  intrigues  of  Shaftsbury,  lord  chan- 
cellor of  England,  Titus  Oatcs,  and  other  wretches  of  hii^wl 
villainy,  were  brought  forth  ;  Catholic  plots  and  popish 
treason  became  the  ordinary  outcry  of  the  day;  the  old 
machinery  of  past  sanguinary  times  were  got  ready,  and 
Catholics  of  every  rank  were  marked  out  as  the  victims,  in 
whose  blood  these  tragical  preparations  were  to  terminate. 
During  the  following  year,  the  Catholic  chapels  of  the  king- 
dom were  closed  :  priests,  both  secular  and  regular,  were  pro- 
scilbed.  The  same  s|>irit  which  walked  abroad  in  the  days  of 
Elizabeth  and  of  Cromwell,  was  now  making  rapid  strides 
along  the  hamlets,  towns,  and  cities  of  the  country.  Peter 
Talbot,  the  venerable  archbishop  of  Dublin,  sinking  under 
age  and  infirmity,  and  lord  Mountgarret,  old  and  befridden, 
were  both  taken  into  custody  and  dragged  to  prison.*  The 
saintly,  learned,  and  illustrious  archbishop  of  Armagh,  Oliver 
Plunket,  fell  a  victim  to  the  malice  of  his  enemies  in  Lon- 
don.! Dominick  Burke,  bishop  of  Elphin,  andnumbcrlcss  others, 
found  means  of  retiring  from  the  kingdom,  and  thus  escaped 
the  pursuit  of  their  persecutors.  These  frightful  scenes  were 
kept  up  with  but  little  intermission,  until  the  year  1(>65, 
when  Charles  II.  ended  liis'mortal  career.  It  has  been  stated 
by  writers  of  respectability,  that  Charles  haB,  long  before 
this  event,  secretly  renounced  Protestantism,  and  embraced 
the  truths  of  the  Catholic  faith  \  That  he  was  attended 
on  his  death-bed   by  Father  John  Huddlcston,  an  Euglbh 

*  8m  chap.  iii.  t  S««  chap,  ii- 

'  )  Carto,  vol.  it.  p.  172.  ;  Harria  <k<  Heript.  Iliber.  p  101 ;  Sir  B.  Sonth- 
well's  Narrative,  ]>.  '27.  AcconliuK  tn  Micao  authoritiea,  Charles  was  received 
at  CiiloKiio  into  thi.'  Umm  <>(  the  Catholic  Church,  in  I6S6,  b;  Petsr  Talhot, 
alterwarda  aichhilhop  of  DuUin. 
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Bfnotllctino,  rests  on  the  authority  of  tliat  eminent  ilivini*, 
and  on  tliu  unqiicstioiinbly  authentic  ilocamonta  which  are 
to  bo  found  in  the  writings  of  Doctor  I'liilip  Kills,  clinp- 
luin  to  James  II.,  and  afterwards  bishop  in  the  Cam|){Uiia 
Uomuna.* 

•lames  II.,  who  asccnde<l  the  throne  on  the  death  of  his 
brotiier,  had,  both  before  and  after  Ids  elovntion  to  that  state, 
openly  declared  his  religious  principles,  and  avowed  himself  a 
Catholic,  llvligiou.s  tiilcration  was  now  proclaimed  through- 
out Ireland;  the  churches  and  monastic  establishments  of  the 
country  wcro  rcfuiirod  or  rebuilt;  the  clergy,  secular  and 
regular,  appeared  in  their  respective  ecclesiastical  costume, 
and  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  were  performed  with 
the  same  ^mp  and  solemnity,  as  had  been  oDscrved  in  the 
brightest  |)oriod  of  Catholic  times.  To  complete  this  scene  of 
universal  jov,  and  to  consummate  the  happiness  of  the  nation, 
Bichnrd  Talbot,  viscount  Tyrconnell,  brother  of  I'otor  Talbot, 
the  late  archbishop  of  Dublin,  was  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  His  bravery  in  the  Held  had  long  since  entitled 
him  to  1111.1  distinguished  honour;  his  prudence,  moderation, 
and  love  of  justice,  arc  a  few  among  the  many  other  excellent 

Sualities  which  had  |)re-cmincntly  fitted  him  for  the  faithful 
ischarge  of  this  lugh.  and  trustworthy  commission.  James, 
liowevur,  had  been  scarcely  three  years  on  the  throne,  when  all 
the  symptoms  of  popular  convul.sion,  so  characteristic  of  those 
times,  began  to  make  their  appearance.  The  Protestants  of 
England  and  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  the  Puritans  of  Scotland,, 
took  the  alnrjn.  Many  of  the  groat  land-ownens  of  the  coun- 
try, inheriting  property  to  an  immense  amount,  and  resting  on 
no  better  title  than  that  of  confiscation,  began  now  to  give  way 
to  thohr  fears;  an  universal  panic  broke  in  at  once  upon  their 
hitherto  undisturbed  repose;  religious  bigotry,  the  curse  and 
jcourgo  of  mankind,  presently  lent  its  aid,  while  James,  in  the 
midst  of  this  revolutionary  movement,  had  tlie  mortification 
of  witnessing  his  kingdom  invaded  and  his  throne  assailed 
by  no  less  a  [icrsonage'  than  William,  prince  of  Orange,  his 
own  soii-inlaw.  With  the  civil  events  of  the  country  this 
analysis  has  but  little  connexion;  it  may,  however,  be  re- 
marked, that  by  the  battle  of  the  Uoyne  on  the  2nd  of  July, 
1691),  the  fate  of  king  James  was  decided.  The  sacking  of 
Atlilone  and  the  battle  of  Aughrim  in  1691  inflicted  another 
deadly  blow;  but  when  Limerick  surrendered  on  terms 
lolemiily   pledged  yet  afterwards   shamefully   viohi,^d,  the 

*  Bernimu,  Flaim.  Hiatoiu. 
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whole  kinftilnm  nimoat  instantnnemiiily  auliniittod  and  rccog- 
nUoil  tliu  aovurvignty  of  Williuiii  III. 

The  hiaturv  of  this  niifrn,  ao  far  iia  Catholivity  wiu  concerned, 
would  bu  little  innro  than  n  mere  ruliuitrsnl  of  all  the  aanguinury 
laws  and  revolting  crui'ltiva  which  dlsgraceil  tlui  times  of 
Kiixabeth  and  of  the  UHiir|>er  Cruinwi'll, — uvi-nta  which,  with 
pain  and  Borrow,  have  been  alafOdy  iiiifoldud.  lie  act  out, 
■a  in  gcnend  all  revolutionary  advunturura  du,  by  holding  up 
proniiMM  which  were  never  |H.>rfornicil,  ami  by  acta  of  occa- 
aioiial  lenity  and  moderation ;  but  when,  in  I0'.i5,  the  adnii- 
iiiatration  of  this  country  had  been  placed  in  the  hanils  of 
Ca|iel,  the  veil  wita  instantly  removed-,  anil  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  had  a  full  view  of  the  chasm  which  time  and  intrigue 
were  working,  ami  had  alreaily  prepared,  for  their  acomingly 
univemaUlcstrui'tion,  During  the  govcrinnent  of  this  viceroy, 
acta  were  paused  to  prevent  domestiu  as  well  as  foreign  educji- 
tion,  to  ni;ohibit  the  dltlusion  of  knowledge,  and  to  brutalize 
the  Irian.  Itoth  lirnnca  of  parliament  were  closed  against 
Catholics;  the  oatlia  of  aupremacy  and  of  abjuration  were 
enforced,  and,  41s  had  been  the  case  in  the  terrific  days  of  old, 
all  bishii|is,  vicars-general,  and  friars,  were  com|>ellud  by  law 
to  quit  tlie  kingilom  on  or  before  the  1st  of  May,  1G'J8.  The 
return  of  these  ecclesiastics  was  adjudgeil  high  treason,  but 
should  any  person  attemj>t  to  conceal  them,  he  shall  for  the 
first  oflence  lie  liable  to  a  pei,alty  of  twenty'po'unds;  fertile 
aecond  nl!(;nce,  forty;  and  for  the  third,  he  shall  be  subjected 
to  the  forfeiture  of  all  his  goods  and  chattels,  onedialf  of 
which  to  bo  given  to  the  informer  and  the  other  luklf  to  the 
crown. 

The  outrageous  manner  in  which  the  priesthood  of  Ireland 
had  been  now  troateil,  elicited  the  coinmiferation  of  alt  civil- 
ized Kurojie.  Among  the  numerous  Idtters  of  condolence 
which,  during  these  melancholy  tiiijes,  h;id  been  addressed  to 
the  prelates  and  people  of  Ireland,  there  was  one  from  that 
venerable  father  of  tlio  faithful,  Innocent  XII;  It  was  dated, 
at  St.  Mary  Major,  lOtli  of  June,  Iti'lS.  In  tliis  epistio  the 
holy  father,  after  alluding  to  the  crucible  through  which  the 
Church  of  Ireland  had  |xisscd,  and  the  ordeid  to  which  it  was 
now  exposed,  exhorts  both  prelates  and  people  to  look  with 
patience  to  that  eternal  kingdom  which  had  been  so  dearly 

{mrchased  for  them:  "Nor,"  toy^  ho,  "are  your  suiTerings 
ike  those  of  yesterday;  they  are  the  sufferings,  of  centuries; 
your  nation,  renowned  for  sanctity,  has  preservcil  for  ages  the 
glory  of  the  faith,  to  your  eternal  honour  and  the  salvation 
of  your  souls.    Therefore,  sutler  all   things  with  Christian 
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patience,  knowin);  timt  the  Lord  will  not  permit  any  beine  to 
L«  triuil  beyonil  liii  itrenfrth ;  M  to  ua,  our  prayers  ahall  lie 
unci'aainf;  before  the  throne  of  mercy."  The  same  venerable 
poiititi'  immediately  after,  by  a|>oatolical  letlcn,  enjoined  pro- 
cvwions  to  be  made  an<l  public  pniyora  to  \te  ofTiTod,  in  belialf 
of  the  luflurins  Church  of  Ireland,  tliri>u);hout  the  several 
diocese*  of  Itiily  and  all  the  adjacent  islands.*  The  perse- 
cution under  William  remained  unalxitod  t  according  to 
South's  account,  the  number  of  regulars  banished  in  that 
year  (I6',(M)  from  Ireland  aninnnteil  to  454;  namely,  from 
l)ulilin,  15H  ;  from  {Jalway,  1!I0  j  from  Cork,  75  ;  from 
Watcrford,  3<i.t  These  inciflensivo  men,  thus  exiled  from  the 
lanil  of  their  birth,  were  afterwards  scattered  over  the  nations 
of  Eiiropc;  existiuf;  witnesses  of  the  merciless  government 
under  wliicn  they  live<l,  and  by  their  banishment,  poverty, 
and  suHerings,  proclaiming  to  the  world  the  unfeeling  into- 
lerant spirit  of  the  Uritish  laws. 

William  died  by  a  fall  from  his  lior«e,  in  the  Rfty-socond 
year  of  his  age  and  the  thirteenth  of  Ids  reign  (1702). 


CHAPTER  II. 


SoMMMn  ol  St   rstrick— Epiwoiail  Rma— Keligiou  Fouadatioiu  of  tha 
S«vauliMititb  Century. 

TiiK  archbishops  who  had  presided  over  the  see  of  Armagh 
during  the  seventeenth  century,  were:  Peter  Lombard,  Hugh 
Mac  Caghwell,  Hugh  O'Keifly,  Edmund  O'Ueilly,  Oliver 
Flunk(^,  and  Dominick  Maguire. 

Pktkii  I/>MDARn,  who  succeeded  to  the  metropolitan  chair 
immediately  on  the  death  of  Edmund  Mac  Gauran,  wns  de- 
scended from  an  ancient  and  distinguished  line  of  ancestry; 
his  father  was  an  opulent  merchant  in  the  city  of  Waterford, 
and  had,  by  his  ui'right  and  intrepid  conduct  during  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  justly  elicited  the  rcajiect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 
In  compliance  with  the  w.islics  of  his  friends,  ho  placed  his 
son  under  the  celebrated  Camden,  who  had  been  at  that  period ., 
>  professor  in  Westminster  School.     The   time   which   the. 


•  Ex  Archiro  Spcretarii  BreWum, 
t  riulowi>.  TAis.  T.  iii.  fk  m. 
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jrnothfiil  I^inlianl  had  iipont  in  Wcatininatcr  could  not  bu 
coiiiidpniljlu ;  lio  WM  rcnmveil  from  thonco  at  a  very  early 
»ge,  and  Mion  after  proccLMlvd  to  Louvain,  with  a  viuw  of  enter- 
ing on  a  coiime  <if  erclt-aiustioal  ttiidiei.  The  univeraity  of 
Lonrain,  comprising  twenty-nine  cullegva  subject  to  iti  conati- 
tntiona,  hud  at  that  |H'rio(i  been  cunaidered  one  of  the  firat 
literary  ealubliahnionls  in  Euro|)0.*  It  wiis  rrec|ucntcd  by 
itudonia  from  all  nalioni,  an<l  anione  that  niunber  were  aevcral 
Irishmen,  whom  the  intolerance  of  tiiu  lirit^h  laws  had  forced 
into  exile,  but  who,  un  that  account,  weru  received  by  the 
Lovanians  with  more  than  ordinary  ni^rks  of  attention  In 
this  retreat  of  aciencu,  I'etcr  I^ombard  devotc<l  upwarda  of 
fifteen  years  to  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  and  of  the  Fathers: 
he  graduated  a  doctor  in  divinity,  and  afterwards  continued 
to  deliver  theological  lectures  in  tho  university  with  great 
■access.  His  reputation  was  not  confined  within  the  halls  of 
Louvain:  ho  had  many  admirers  in  the  city  of  Home,  aiid 
among  the  number  of  his  patrons  that  great  encourager  of 
literature,  Clement  VIII.,  has  been  imrticularly  noticed. 
Doctor  Lombunl  was  soon  after  appointed  ])rovost  of  tho 
Cathedral  of  Cauibrny,  and  was  subsequently  advanced  to  the 
■ee  of  Armagh,  upon  the  death  of  Kdmund  Mac  Uauran,  in 
1598.t  fiucli  was  the  unahuted  fury  of  the  storm  then  raiaed 
against  the  prelacy  of  Irelan<l,  tliat  it  was  im|)ossiblfl  for  a 
Catholic  bishiip  to  return  with  safety  into  the  kingdom ;  a 
promotion  to  the  episcoiiacy  was  considerea  as  a  step  to  tho 
scaflbid,  while  in  most  of  the  sees  tho  ecclesiastical  administra- 
tion was  connnitted  to  the  cure  of  a  vicar-general  ;•  in  this 
manner  the  archdiocese  of  Armagh  appears  to  have  been 
governed  during  the  time  of  this  learned  primate.^  At  tho 
solicitation  of  his  friends  he  removed  to  Home,  was  nominated 
domestic  prelate  to  Clement  VIII.,  and  was  finally  intrusted 
with  the  presidency  of*  the  congregation  Do  Auxilius,  by 
his  holiness,  ik)|)o  I'uul  V.  During  his  residence  in  this  cityi 
_  ho  comnletcd  a  treatise  entitled  "Ciwus  circa  Decrctum  de- 
mentis I'upit!  VIII.,"  and  aboiiftlii^  tome  time  lie  published  his 
■till  more  celebrated  work,  "  De  Kegno  Ilibernia!,  Siinctorum 
/iisula,  Commentarium."  The  trutns  cuntuined  in  this  latter 
work  were  so  galling  to  the  intolerant  .mind  of  James  1., 
that  he  gave  orders  for  its  public  supprcssion.S  It  was  re- 
publiahcd  at  Louvain,  ju  tho  year  lG3i,  and  became  the  pre- 
cursor of  other  similar  productions  which  api>earcd  in  tho 

*  Fsrti,  I/orsnIcg.  Valrrio  Andna ;  sd.  1C3S.  t  F»ti  Acad.  Lov.  p.  86.  ' 

}  U'SaUivui  Ueirp,  t  4.  lib.  I.  {  Porter,  p.  486. 
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rouno  of  tliis  and  tlio  aiiccoediiift  contnric*.      'JTllo  priipnta 
I'etvr  l^omliurd  iIumI  nt  Itoino,  a.d.  l(ii!i. 

ilunii  Mac  ('aqiiwhli.  (Cttvolliis),  tlio  micceanor  of  Poter 
Loiiibiird,  nnn  li»rii  in  tliu  county  (if  Down,  in  tho  your 
IbTi,  nnd  rin-iveil  liiit  cilncatiiin  mt  llic  iiniwrHily  of  Sula- 
inniK'a.  Ilnviiif;  vnilir.icvil  tliu  iniititnlu  of  St.  Kninciit,  in  an 
ancient  convent  of  tiiut  city,  lio  purairi'd  liis  iclioliulic  re- 
aoarclies,  iind  up|ili('d  liiniwll  pnrticiilurly  to  tlio  mvlnpliyaicnl 
wrilliifra  of  liiit  cnnntryniun,  Jolin  Diinii  Scotuii.     VVIillo  ein- 

Iiloyoii  in  aucccairully  ilcfviidiiif;  tliu  opinions  of  that  culo- 
irali'd  doctor  af;iiln»t  Alir.  Ilzoviun  iind  otliunt,  Un^'li  Mao 
Ciigliwell  wiis  unwilliii);  that  liis  country  should  bu  deprived 
of  tho  honour  to  which  it  was  cluarfv  entitled. '  From  a 
variety  of  rucorda  and  well-9up|>orted  truditiona  ho  oatablislied 
beyond  thu  jioaaibflity  of  a  doubt,  that  Ireland  woa  the  birth- 
lace  of  John  Duna  Scotiis;  anil  in  advocating;  tliia  opinion, 
ia  ar);nnieiita  were  happily  illustrated  by  the  researches  of 
I'once,  llickey.  Wadding,  and  other  conteinimrarica.  Owing 
to  the  intolerance  of  Elizabeth  and  of  James  I.,  the  niiuiber 
of  Irish  atndunts  who  lia<l  at  tliia  time  taken  rufii^o  in  tho 
Spaniali  doniiniuna  became  very  considerable:  scvend  collof;ea 
had  bi.'on  already  founded  for  tho  ailvancenicnt  of  the  uiia- 
■ion  of  Ireland,  lint  they  had  at  this  time  been  erowdcil  to  ex- 
cess; while  candidates,  in  great  numbers,  were  to  be  found, 
particularly  in  Spain  niid  Uic  Netherlands,  without  any  re- 

f;ular  destination.  To  Apply  a  remedy  to  these  evils,  the 
earned  Mac  Caghwcll,  and  Florence  Conry,  archbishop  of 
Tuam,  availed  themselves  of  the  influence  which  they  pos- 
aessed  in  thu  Spanish  court,  and  prevailed  on  Fliilip  III.  to 
lay  tho  foundation  of  thu  Irish  Franciscan  college  ut  Lou- 
vain,  which  wits  dedicated  to  St.  Anthony  of  I'ailna,  and 
became  in  aftur-timea  the  fruitful  nursery  of  religious  and 
learned  men.*  The  administration  of  tliia  rising  establish- 
4||ent  had  been  for  many  years  committed  to  the  care  of 
Cavellus;  ho  occupied  the  princi|>al  chair  of  theology,  and 
ac(|uired  great  celebrity  by  his  annotations  on  the  communlarica 
and  other  difficult  |iortions  of  thu  writings  of  Scotus.  At  tho 
request  of  tho  minister-general  of  his  order,  he  repaired  to 
Hnmo,  and  was  aiipointed  defiiiitor-general  and  professor  of 
divinity  in  thu  convent  of  Ara  Ca>li  in  that  city.  Here  he 
coniplctud  Ilia  "  Ajiologia,"  or  vindication  not  only  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  Scutua,  but  liliuwise  of  his  jicculurity  of  style  and 
,  itubtlvty  of '  argumentation. '  This  'wbrk  Vvits   aiiswercd    by 

•  Wadiliui^  Scrip       108. 
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Nirholna  Janicniiiii,  ami  proUiicptl  a  aoconil  "  Apologia,*  itill 
mora  coni|ir*'lu!n«ivc-  nnu  mitinfacthry.  Tlio  virtuen  of  thia 
|>r<>r(ii>ii(l  iliviiio  li»il,  ^  \v»ll  an  liis  Icuriiiii);,  cntitlvd  liiiii  to 
an  exnitcil  riiiik  in  tli»  (Jliurrli;  he  wns  livid  in  ImkIi  esteem  by 
]>o|ia  I'aul  III.,  mill  in  I(i2li  wo-h  advanced  by  tliut  nontilf  to -^ 
tlio  vacant  niulriipulllun  hco  of  Arnin^b.  Altliou^li  tiiu  aworil 
iif  iicrsvcutiiin  luiil  iH'i'n  itill  inif^ndinK  over  the  Church  of 
Ireland,  itH  terrnrn  at  once  diaapponreil  lioforo  the  ardour  of 
thin  n|Hi^tolic  man;  hu  rc;nlvcd  to  vinit  his  native  country,  and  ' 
made  the  nucciuinry  prupiiraliima  for  Ilia  journey,  hut  waa  aeized 
with  a  amiilon  illiii'M,  and  dieil  on  the  22i|(l.of  Sfotemher, 
102(1,  in  the  lifty-liftli  year  of  hia  ago.  Ilia  remania  were 
interred  in  the  church  of  St,  Isidore  at  Itome,  and  a  monu- 
ment with  a  snitahlo  inacription  waa  aft(<rwarda  erected  to  Ilia 
nuiniory  in  the  aaiiie  church,  hy  John  O'Neal,  earl  of  Tyrone. 
Thia  learned  prelate  litia  piibliahed  the  following  worka:  1. 
8coti  coranicntaria  in  (|uatuor  libroa  Seiitcntinrum,  cnni  anno-'< 
tatinnihua  iiiar^'inalibna;  Antwerp,  1 020.  2,  Apolo^iia  pro 
Jolianiie  Dnna  bcuto,  ndvcraua  Ahr.  movium,  ordinia  I'raidict/- 
tornin.  3.  Alia  AlKilogia,  adveraua  Nioliolaum  Janaeninm, 
4.  ScotiConiiiientariaieu  Keporluta  I'nriaicnnia.  5.  Queationea 
QiKHlliliotiilca.  U.  Qiicationes  in  Metuphyaicam.do  priuio  Prin- 
vipio  ct  Tlieoreinala;  Venetiia,  1025.  7.  Queationea  in  Libras 
ilu  Aninia.  And  a  treatise  written  in  the.lrlah  language,  en- 
titled: Tlio  Mirror  of  Penance;  l,ouvain,  1028.* 

Hdoh  O'Kkili.y,  bialuip  of  Kilmore,  »aa  tranalated  from 
that  Hco  lu  Arniai;li,  <>n  the  demiao  of  Ilngli  Mac.Caghwell, 
in  1020.  Ilia  adniiniatration  coiiipri.sea  that  awful  period  of 
our  hiatory,  which  has  been  already  iiuticcd,  and  during  which 
the  prudent  forheiiraiu-o  and  honourable  consutency  of  this 
prelate,  bad  Bcrved  powerfully  to  exalt  liia  character  in  the 
eatiniation  of  all  p^irtiea.  Throughuut  the  whole  series  of 
theae  nunierDus  ami  complicated  acvnes,  thia  ]>rt'late  invariably 
attached  himself  to  the  principlea  oC  the  nnncio.  When  that 
functionary  relumed  from  Watcrford,  and  Ibrmcd  a  au|)renie 
council  on  tlio  ruins  of  the  former,  the  primate,  Hugh 
O'Ucillv,  attended  at  Kilkenny,  and  waa  among  tlio  nymber  of 
those  who  aiibscrihed  to  the  new  oath  of  asaociation.f  After 
this  menior.ihle  refnriiiatioii  of  the  auprcme  council,  the  primate 
retired  to  the  more  a^'recablo  dutiea  of  Ilia  dioceae,  until  the 
year  1C4H,  at  which  time  the  aecoiid  treaty  waa  concluded 
with  Indiiquiii.  Uuidc<l  by  the  honeat  distales  of  his  own 
judgment, — a  privilege  to  which,  on  mattcra  of  national  policy,. 
« 
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every  man  has  an  undoubted  claim, — ho  Rfrain  nppoara  on  the 
tide  uf  tlio  nuncii),  and  entura  hin  iinitont  ii)rninst  tliu  cessation. 
Whatever  opinions  may  have  been  forinoil  a»  to  the  conduct 
nf  the  primate  on  these  occasions,  one  thin^  is  certain,  that  he 
had  acted  tlirnu^hont  with  a  di-Krou  of  unbendins  conaittency ; 
he  ailhered  to  the  fortunes  of  the  nuncio,  nnifcven  to  the 
wreck  of  the  nation,  as  long  as  a  Binfj;lo  plank  was  suffered  to 
remain,  and  when  at  Icnplh  the  meeting  of  Janies's-town  was 
coiivencil,  the  acts  of  that  as»end>ly,  in  which  the  perfidy  of 
Onriond  was  reprobated,  reccivcdnlic  signature  of  tliis  metro- 
jMililan,  together  with  those  of  eleven  bislu>ps  and  several  other 
crclosiastical  dignitaries*  AlU-r  having  governed  the  arch- 
diocese of  Armagh  during  angry  and  |)crilous  times,  tho 
primato,  Hugh  O'Uoilly,  died  in  tho  couitty  of  Cavan  about  tho 
year  1C5C  t 

Kdmumd  O'Rrillt  was  advanced  to  tho  metropolitan  see  of 
Armagh  on  the  year  f(dlowing.  He  was  a  native  of  the 
connty  of  Dublin,  and  had  fur  some  time  discharged  the 
duties  of  pnstoi'  in  the  archdioecae.  His  zeal  and  other  good 
qualities  added  mucli  to  his  rejmtation ;  ami  about  the  year 
I A37,  bo  was  sent  to  Louvuin,  as  rector  of  the  Irish  yoHege 
in  that  city.  Ho  returned,  in  1640,  to  bis  native  count/y; 
was  recuiveij  with  m:irks  of  liigh  esteem  by  tho  archbishop  of 
Dubliu,  Thomas  Kleming,  anit  was  soon  after  apiiointe<l  hia 
vicar-gencrul.t    This  ofiico  ho  continued  to  discliarge  at  a 

Iierioii  when  the  kingdom,  and  particularly  tho  diocese  of 
)iiblin,  was  one  scene  of  terror,  between  the  confederate*  and 
their  puritanical  opponents.  The  archbisbo]i,  being  a  member 
of  the  supreme  council,  was  obliged  to  reside  frequently  at 
Kilkenny;  thither,  also,  Ids  vicar-general  had  occasion  to 
repair;  and  tbnmgliout  the  entire  course  of  the  discussions, 
^  lie  was  generally  cnttsiderpd  one  of  the  most  strenuous  sup- 
|Hirteni  of  tho  nuncio.  This  it  was  which  exposed  him  to  the 
obloquy  of  Peter  Walsh,  and  subjecteil  him  to  a  lengthened 
series  of  pemecution.  During  tli«  usurpation  of  Cromwell, 
this  eminent  ecclesiastic,  with  raanv  others,  fled  from  the 
country  and  took  refuge  in  Lisle,  About  this  period,  the  see 
of  Armagh  Iwcanie  vacant,  and  the  merits  of  Kdmuml  O'Reilly 
having  been  already  appreciated  at  Konie,  he  was  advanced  to 
the  |irimacy,  aiiil  consi^-crated  at.  Ilriisselsaboiit  tho  year  1G57. 
Notwiihstnnding  the  awful  as|iect  of  the  times,  ho  now  formed 
the  resolution  of  revisiting  Ireland ;  and  having  passed  through 

*  Cox,  |>art  iu  apfen.  iK-iiu  p.  17&      t  Jai  Prinutiato  ab  Olir.  Plunkot,  p.  90. 
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^Uii,  where  he  rpccivecl  lotten  from  ('irdinil  Mazarine,  he 
■rrivoii  in  Lonilun  ilurin);  tlio  niirini;  of  l(iSlt.  Fatlior  I'oter 
Wttldi  liiiil,  it  at'cnia,  taken  U]i  Ills  rfnidunce  about  the  umrf 
tiino  in  thia  city;  he  Boon  lit'cnme  arquulnted  with  the  arrival 
of  tho  |irlinatc,'  and,  nccording  to  hia  uwn  ocl(nowledf;mcnl, 
hud  him  urrt'sted,  witli  aniitn  other  ercleaiaatica,  and  avnl  liacic 
to  a  port  on  tlio  ciiaat  of  Kranru*  Nut  content  with  thia  act 
of  trcaclii'ry,  Father  WaUli  un<lertnl<ea  to  aaauil  tlie  character 
of  the  iirinmto.  llo  vndenvonra  to  rc|irciM>nt  him  as  an  abettor 
of  tho  I'urltuna,  bihI  an  enemy  to  the  kin^,  and  char);ea  him 
with  hnving  );ivcn  ilirectiona  that  prayera  aliould  be  offered 
throiiKliont  thn  province  of  ArniBt;li  for  "  tlio  prosperity  of 
Croinwell."t  The  author  of  these  calumnies  was,  however, 
unable  to  produce  any  nutliority  save  the  nssartion  of  two  an- 
nnymons  informers;  tho  statement  was  therefore  univeraally 
discredited.  This  venerable  prelate,  however,  soon  found  means 
of  returning;  to  his  native  country,  where  ho  remained  until 
the  year  Itiliii,  when  ho  was  ofjain  forced  into  exile.l  During 
the  nulionul  synoii  of  IIIUU,  ho  was  allowed,  by  means  o7 
Urmond,  to  return,  provided  he  would  sanction  what  was  then 
termed  tho  Vulesiun  Itemonstmnce.  lie  landed  in  Dublin  on 
the  very  day  when  this  tioulilesome  document  had  Ijcen  sub- 
jected to  the  linul  decisiiin  of  the  synod.  To  the  primate  it 
appeareil  inailmissible:  its  lunjrungo  seemcil  to  him  c(|nivocal 
ns  wcIThs  dlsres|)ectful  t«  the  Holy  See,  wlale  the  formula  )>n>- 
posed  by  the  fjrent  majority  of  the  cleri;y,  to};uther  with  the 
Sorhonne  pro|)osili<>ns,  cndiraced  all  that  was  necessary  to 
express  their  uiKjualiHed  allegiance  to  his  majesty.  This  pre- 
late continued  throuijhout  an  avowed  op|ionotit  to  the  favourite 
remonstrance  of  Peter  Walsh,  notw  ithstundinfr  the  storms  which 
he  had  reason  to  expect  would  on  that  account  have  been  col- 
lected arounil  him.  Scarcely  lia<l  the  synml  been  dissolved 
when  the  primate  was  arrested  and  phiced  under  a  streng mili- 
tary guard,  on  tho  pretended  grounds  of  his  having  come  t9 
this  country  for  the  |)urpoac  of  preparing  the  way  for  an  inva- 
sion. To  give  some  colour  of  plausibility  to  their  proceedings, 
Ormond  and  hia  secretary  Sir  (iforgc  Lane  circulated  a  report, 


is^r 


tlmt  a  communication  to  thut  t-n^t  had  been  received Ht  tlio 

*  Hilt  of  Remon.  treat  i.  part  J.  p.  010. 

t  KtoM-art,  in  his  Meinoim  of  Amu^h,  jmeo  350,  b«i  cnmmitted  an  egreginiM 
iniitUk4%  by  iiii|tiitin((  thmo  chnr^ca  ii>  Hugh  <)'H<>illy,  the  |)re<lrcewor  of 
I'ktmtind.  He  ()u«iU«  th*  ■Utcment  of  C'»x,  aiuI  the  tentimcmy  of  I'et«r 
Walxh.  Now,  Vox,  ill  thrw  ituufici,  tnakvt  no  nivntion  whatever  of  Hu|(h 
O'Ueillj,  while  Peter  Wobih  uUwn  in  vain  to  futen  them  on  the  prinut* 
EdmuiHi 
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cutle  frnm  tho  onrl  of  Hiiinlwicli,  at  that  timo  airtbiuaador  at 
tlio  court  of  H|iiiiii.*  'J'lio  udi'Ot  of  tlii«  ill-ilijji'ntc'd  aclioiiioon 
tim  pulilic  iiiiiiil  iniiy  Im  rvmlily  coiiecivixl;  evun  unions  tho 
coiirt-iMrly  it  ruceivi'il  I'lit  little  eroilit;  tho  primate  was,  how- 
ever, hiirriud  anay  fruiii  l>iil>liii  iiiiilur  tliu  custody  of  iStunley, 
tho  towli-iiiiijor,  Slid  hnvin/j  Ix-cri  conveyed  to  Dover,  wa« 
tni^miiiitted  iVoin  theiico  lo  Ciilais  nnd  liniiished  tho  kiii);dom. 
This  iwrneciiti'd  vxilot'oiitiiiiied  hut  n  ithoi't  timo  in  Franco;  ho 
removed  to  Louvaiii,  whoro  tho  severity  of  his  |>a.it  suff'oriii)(ii 
hud  so  exhuustud  his  cuimtitutioii,  that  ho  lingered  for  a  iwriod, 
and  (lied  nlxMit  tho  year  lUUll, 

Olivkh  I'lukkkt,  a  descendant  of  one  of  tho  most  ancient 
and  illustrious  families  in  Ireland,  and  nearly  related  to  the 
eurls  of  Kinjral,  was  advancuil  to  the  primacy  of  Armagh  in 
tho  year  Idlill.  lie  completed  his  course  of  ecclosiostical 
Htuilies  in  tho  Ludovisian  college  nt  Rome,  graduated  a  doctor 
ill  divinity,  and  afterwards  beraiiie  a  distinguished  professor  of 
theology  in  the  college  Ue  l'ro|iagaiida  Fide,  the  duties  of 
which  olllce  he  continued  to  tliaclmrge  for  more  than  twelvtiK, 
'  years,  liin  exemplary  life,  as  well  as  his  learning,  liad  reconw 
mended  him  to  the  notice  of  the  sovereign  |iontitl';  accnntingly, 
on  tho  decease  of  lOiJmund  O'Kvilly,  he  was  nominated  by 
Clement  IX.  and  proiiioteil  to  the  vacant  secf 

Tho  Catholics  of  Ireland  were  at  this  |icriod  allowed  to 
rnjoy  some  share  of  rc|H>se ;  that  spirit  of  intolerance,  by  which 
the  nation  ha<l  been  so  long  distracted,  was  at  length  com- 
iK'lled  to  give  way  uniler  the  mild  administration  of  lord 
lierkloy ;  many  of  the  prelates  had  returned  to  their  sees ;  places 
of  worship  were  re|iaired,  and  all  the  duties  of  religion  wero 
performed  with  safety  throughout  the  kingdom.  During  thii 
teni|K>rary  calm,  tlie  labours  of  the  primate  in  reviving  the 
religioift  fervoulf  of  ancient  days  were  truly  apostolical ;  hit 
olllclal  acts  were  marked  by  a  8U|>erior  degree  of  prudence, 
and  from  the  temiK-rute  manner  in  wliich  they  were  enforced, 
mu.Ht  necessarily  have  given  universal  satisfaction.  In  1G71, 
hi)  was  delegated  by  con<mi,s8orial  letters  from  tho  Hol^  See,  to 
deciile  in  a  case  then  contested  between  the  Dominicans  and 
Franciscans,  relative  to  their  resiieclivo  rights  of  receiving  the 
alms  of  the  faithful  in  the  dioceses  of  Armagh,  Down,  Dro- 
more,  and  Clogher.  In  these  districts,  with  the  exception  of 
Dromorc,  convents  belonging  to  each  other  had  been  formerly 
erected,  and  the  several  communities  Were  equally  privileged 
to  apply  to  tkiiir  benefactors,  without  attempting  to  raise  objeo- 

•  Hist  o(  Itvnuin.  jart  U.  tr.  I  V-  "US.       t  Arckdelun,  TheoL  Tripul  |k  227. 
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tiona  ai^iiiiit  mcli  other.  Tlio  Kranciacaiia,  howerer,  who  had 
•vttlwl  in  IJIator  um)!!  uftvr  thu  rmtdniiinn  iif  Cliarln  II.,  bi>||;uii 
III  gdvuiru  tiiina  uiuiruci'ileiitiHl  I'luinm  to  vxrlunivu  ri>;hla,  uml 
utti-niptuJ  to  dK|invo  thv  Doiniiiii'atia  of  tlivir  |irivjli>frt<a. 
After  v  liiriutheiiuil  I'otitroveray.  which  had  lH.>«n  ciiiiductud 
with  more  ctuiiiuiir  thnn  I'diliciition,  both  jiartiea  u|>|H-ule<l  to 
Uoinc,  and  tlie  qiiontiiin  waa  iiltiinatuly  n-'fi-rred  to  thu  deciaion  of 
the  archbialiop  uf  Ariiuif(h.  Thu  primate,  in  iaauiuK  hia  delinitury 
,«untcnce,  ducliiri^a  tlmt  liavin)(  recvived  thu  allfualiuna  of  thu 
KWural  fhiimaiilii,  lie  dclermineil.  aa  a  mutter  of  prudence,  to 
avail  hiiiiM'lf  of  thu  counsel  of  thuaa  who  uuint  have  heen 
already  nn|uainti'd  with  the  auhjcct;  that  for  thia  reiiaon  liu 
hud  conaulled  with  I'utrick  CuHUck,  hishop  of  Meulh,  together 
with  hia  vicar-^eucral  Oliver  Deuae,  uml  Thoniaa  KitK-SiuiouH, 
vicar-^oneral  of  Kihnore;  uiid  that  finally  having  pronouiu'ed 
a  deciaion  in  favour  of  thu  Uoniinicana,  he  confirnia  the  aunie 
by  thu  aeal  of  hia  authority,  and  rc<|uirua  oliodiencn  thereto 
front  all  imrtiea,  undur  pain  of  >uii|ien8ion,  to  he  incurred  with- 
out further  prmcaa  or  opiieal.*     • 

Ahout  this  time  a  rircuuiatunre  occurred  which  occ.islonod 
the  puhlication  of  a  work  entitled  "  ,1ns  I'rimutiale,"  unil  which 
the  primate  Oliver  I'lunket  had  written,  with  a  viuw  ofdufenil- 
ing  the  primatiul  rights  of  the  aec  of  Armagh.  A  general 
convocatiim  oi  the  Catholic  cler^iy  hud  taken  ]>lace  in  l)ulilin, 
lor  the  purpoao  of  preparing  an  adilreaa  to  lord  llerkley,  ex- 
preaaivu  of  their  fjrutitude  for  hia  mild  and  paternal  udniinia- 
trution.  In  uflixin^  tlu'ir  aignuturea  to  thia  document,  the 
right  of  preceilence  woa  diajiutcd  between  the  archbiahoin  i/f 
Arinai;h  and  Dublin,  each  prelate  refusing  to  aiibacribe  subao- 
i|Uently  to  the  other.  Tina  it  wua  which  induced  the  arch- 
bishop of  Armagh  to  undertake  thu  above-mentioned  publica- 
tion, which  was  fiillowo<l  by  a  similar  work  in  reply  from, the  ' 
l>cn  of  Puter  Talbotvttrchbiihun  of  Dublin.f 

The  counsel  delivered  by  tliia  ajio^tolic  prelate  in  thu  dia- 
chargu  of  his  ministerial  dutiea  receiveil  additional  cllicitcy 
from  ll^  example  of  hia  own  virtuous  life.  Koth  contein|Hirary 
and  Bubse(|Uent  writers  seem  to  viu  with  each  other  in  reconl- 
ing  the  excellent  ipiullties  which  form  the  character  of  this 
good  man;  even  I'roti-staut  authors,  who  cannot  be  susjiected 
of  |>artiulity,  liavu  willingly'  ulliirded  the  most  honourable  teati- 
niony  to  his  mild  iiion'ensivu  manners;  his  charitable,  |>»tieiit, 
condusceiidiiig  disposition.}      The  saiietity    of  hia  cliaracter, 

*  Ki  Arohir.  B.  8ilti,  d«  Urbc;  in  Hib.  |t<im.  p  129        t  8<«  clu]i.  Ui. 
)  biiniot'i  Uisloiy  of  his  Own  Tines,  f.  BVi;  Baker's  Cluuniolb 
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however,  (iccoriU'cl  hut  Ijoclly  with  tlie  ni«ciii»  of  tho  cormpt 
■Ku  in  which  liu  iivuil,  nor  umiM  it  Mwiiro  liiiii  frum  thu  invo- 
tcmto  milieu  ol'  bliml-lhinty  uixl  pnilliKiito  miMi.  In  au|ierin- 
toiicliiif;  tho  cniici'm*  of  hia  liiiiri'iiK,  liu  IiikI  iiecHnion  to  cviiliiro 
th<i  iiiiiiiorulity  of  loiiio  fi>w  imlividuuU  aniiiiif!  Iiin  I'ltirgy, — iht- 
"  MinH  whoso  ul>anihiii«>l  livoa  hail  alremly  nUiinloil  noturioii* 
•uniidnl  to  the  country,  and  ha>l  long  *incu  loudly  duinandcid 
«—  ri'|ir(Mif  and  iiuniithmunt.  Th»  naniva  of  thinu  nion  woro,  Mac 
Mover,  Unfly,  and  Mavlvan,  thrcu  Franciaraiis,  niul  Murphy,  a 
MTidar  prii'Ht,  chanter  of  Artna);h,  and  a  noted  rup|mrvo.* 
Killi-d  with  ra^o  truly  diaholical,  thuao  dupraveij  wrutchoa  hiHI- 
now  conct'ivcil  the  de»if;n  of  taking  away  tho  lifo  of  their 
venerable  nnsui>|M!etiiit:  prolate;  the  dark-laid  coniipinicy  wni 
readily  farmed,  iind  in  tliia  iMind  of  iniiiuity  they  wero  aoon 
after  joined  by  four  laymen,  Mac  Moyer,  llanum,  ond  two 
inincri-antB  who  wero  >  diaj^mco  to  tho  Ijononniblo  name  of 
O'Neal.  The  npirit  of  thu  ago  waa  tin  fortunately  too  favour- 
able to  tho  deHigna  of-aucli  syHU'niatic  villiana:  in  Kn^land  the 
iM'oplu  were  thrown  into  an  extraordinary  degree  of  oxcituinent 
liy  llib  more  riniioura  of  pretended  plota  and  conspiracica,  whilo 
infiirniera  anil  eliaractors  of  the  vilest  description  were,  by  the 
contdvanco  of  ^iivcrnnient,  aniussing  fortunes  on  tho  ruins  of 
inno<-enco.  Thus  «nib<ddenod,  thu  conspirators  re|uiircd  to 
Dublin,  and  afterwards  to  London,  where  their  examinations 
wero  received.  '1  he  charges  which  these  wretclies  ha<l  brou};ht 
against  their  priniato  wi^re:  that  on  his  advancement  to  the 
SCO  of  Armagh,  hu  hail  entered  into  a  corrcsiwndonte  with  thu 
Krencli  cuur^  fur  tho  purpusu  of  effV^cting  an  invasion  of  Ire- 
land ;  that  ho  engaged  to  rai»o  u  fitrce  of  sovchty  tliouaand 
Irishmen;  that  ho  was  to  put  Dublin  and  all  the  Kua-|)<>rt.i 
into  the  handa  of  the  French ;  and  that  he  waa  to  cause  money 
to  be  collectoil  among  thu  Irish  clergy  in  order  to  meet  thu 
ex|>unses  of  this  invasion.  t)n  tho  informations  of  theao  out- 
ea.ita,  Oliver  I'lunket,  tho  venerable  archbishop  of  Armagh, 
waa  arrested  ami  confined  in  Newgate  on  tho  6tli  of  December, 
lfi79.  The  feeling  which  this  extraordinary  occnrrenco  had 
created  throughout  the  natioii  cannot  l)e^8ily  described;  with 
tliu  exception  of  tho  conspirators  themselves,  his  very  cneglios 
contemplated  his  statu  with  pity,  and  considered  his  acquittal 
0.1  inevitjible.  It  was  at  Krst  lH.'li«ve<i  that  his  trial  IVould  be 
brought  lieforu  tlie  ciiurttif  King's  llench  at  DubUn,  for  which 
pur|H>su  he  was  delained  a  close  priiioncr  in  Nuvy^to  until  the 
following  OctobcPj    1G80.      Ireland,   however,   was  not  the 

t  ,  •  t'Mto,  vol.  ii.  p.  81.1. 
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tlicatra  nn  which  hla  onomicn  oxpoctcil  to  figure  with  iiic- 
ohm;  thoir  infunon*  charnett'ra,  ox  woll  uatliu  iiiiio<-«nca of  tho 
■ceiiM'd,  wore  too  wvll  known  in  thiit  (-iiunlry;  they  aeconl- 
in)(ly  fuund  in«Hn«  of  hnving  ihiv  iirmuviliiiKu  traiisri'rrutl  tu 
lj(in<lon,  whcru  thu  prinn'tu'u  <>/  witnuaiifii  and  tho  |ir<i<lucliiin 
of  noceuary  ihicnnicnia  woiiM  \m  ri'iMlcri'U  iniponaihlv,  nnil 
wheru  «  jnry  unu('i|niiinlvil  with  tho  |nrtica,  nnil  a  |iri'juilicu(l 
jii>lf;u,  woulil  havu  tu  ilcciilu  on  thu  fiilu  of  thuir  innucvnt 
victim.  The  priniato  waa  accorilingly  conveyed  under  a  strun^f 
military  uscnrt  to  LoikUjii;  t>ut  on  the  day  a|>|>ointed  for  hia 
trial  in  the  Kind's  Dciicli,  the  jury  unaniniouily  agreed  in 
rofuain^  the  hilla  a^ainat  him.*  Ihu  conjpirulors,  although 
dufcati'il  in  thin  instance,  were  by  no  menus  inclined  to  relin- 
c|ni«h  their  deadly  mirpoBefTTioy' became  even  more  deter- 
mined. Knconni);>'il  in  ii  certain  h>)>li  i|uarler,  n  new  acriea  of 
indiclmenla  wiia~ludKed  iipiinat  him,  ami  the  3rd  of  May  waa 
ap[Hiinted  fur  hia  trial/*  The  churgoa  eontnincd  in  theae  indict- 
nienia  amounted  to  aoveii  lieada,  and  are  thua  recapitulated  by 
Iho  dyin^  prolate  in  the  |)uwerfnt  ap|>eal  which  ho  delivered 
from  tho  acaHiilil  on  the  niorninjj  of  hia  execution: 

"Firat,  that  ho  had  acnt  lottera  by  one  Keal  O'Neal  to 
Monsieur  llaldeache,  tho  |io|)e'.t  secretary;  also  to  the  bishop 
of  Aix  anil  I'rinciiio  Culonna,  that  they  nii^ht  aolieit  foreign 
|>owcrs  to  invailo  Ireland.  8econdly,  that  he  Employed  ca|>- 
tiin  Con  O'Neal  to  solicit  tho  French  king  for  auccourj  Thirdly, 
that  he  exacted  money  from  the  elcrfry  of  Ireland,  fdr  the  pnr- 
poae  of  introducing  the  French  and  maintaining  seventy 
thoMxand  men.  Fourthly,  that  ho  had  this  force  in  readiness, 
and  •that  he  had  given  diieclions  tu  a  friar  named  Dufty  to 
raiao  two  hundred  anil  fifty  men  in  the  |iariali  of  Foghart  anil 
county  of  I.,outli.  Fifthly,  that  bo  was  to  surround  all  the 
forts  and  harbours  uf  Ireland, and  that  he  fixed  upon  Carting- 
ford  as  a  lit  harbour  fur  the  invasion.  Sixthly,  that  ho  had 
hold  several  meetings,  whrro  money  waa  (soliecteil  for  this 
puriNHo.  Seventhly,  that  there  waa  a  meeting  in  the  bounty 
of  Klonaghan  at  which  three  hundred  gentlemen  of  threo 
several  counties  had  utteniled,  and  whom  ho  exhorte<l  to  take 
up  arms  for  tho  recovery  of  then'  C8ta»cs,"t 

Never,  has  there  been  » itnessed  a  more  flagrant  act  of  in- 
justice than  that  which  had  l>een  |)er[iotratod  during  tho  course 
of  tlieao  proceedings.  The  witnesses  and  documents  so  indi»- 
pcnsablo  for  the  case  were  all  in  Ireland;  the  accused  primate, 
there  for<^rayc<l  tho  court  that  tifuo  might  be  granted  him  for 
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(Ummoninf;  hia  witncMn,  cnllpctinc  liiii  p«pora,  antl  making 
tlio  arrnnffuiiients  neceiMiry  for  hit  <l«f«npo.*  Five  wi-ck*  wera , 
ulluwuil'liiin  liy  till'  cliivf  jURticu;  lint  by  rvnton  of  con- 
trary wincU,  Riicl  the  ^unccrluinty  of  the  aviu,  they  had  not 
arrivutl  at  the  tenninatioi)  of  tfiat  iHiritxi.  Ilu  uccorilingly 
|irayc>il  that  u  further  iiIIohhiico  oi  twelve  dnya  hiiuht  b« 
^'ranted  him,  hut  thia  rfqiieiit  wa*  refuted,  anil  the  juiIk<'I 
|iroco«ded,on  thc>  trialt  To  any  |>erson  acqnuinted  with 
the  state  of  Indand  anil  the  circ-iiinatuncca  of  llio  accuietl, 
,  the  fhurKes  hy  wliich  thia  innocent'  iirulate'a  life  wa«  now 
tlirvalencd,  niuat  ap|>cnr  at  once  visionary  and  incredible, 
"  In  Ilia  dufvnuu  (obaervoa  a  I'rotoatant  writer),  the  pri- 
mate allef^LHl  the  iniprububility  of  all  that  was  awom 
J.  ii^'ainHt  him;  which  was  ii|i|ur»nt    cnon)<h.     He  atatod  that 

C'  llie  Iriah  clergy  were  ao  {Hjor,  that  bo  hinuclf,  who  waa  the 

bead  of  a  wliolo  province,  lived  in  a  little  thatched  houao 
with  only  one  acrvant,  having  never  above  aixty  i)flunda 
yearly  iiicnnic;  ao  that  neither  he  nnr  tli«v  could  be  tnougbt 
very  likely  to  carry  on  a  ilctiKn  of  thia  nature.''^  Uut  a  band 
iif  bloiHl-alained  anit  [wrjurcd  wretches  <\cro  now  arrayed 
ii);ainat  him;  in  the  fuce  of  licnvcn  tboy  acaled^beir  vteriuJ 
iilfamy:  a  verdict  ^f  guilty  waa  retnrneil  by  an  ignoriml 
jury,  and  aentenco  of  death  pronounced  by  a  partial  tempo- 
riling  judge.  Aa  aoon  aa  the  verdict  waa  returned,  tlieS 
inqoctint  and  injurcil  |>relalu  bowed  in  Imniblo  submission  to 
the  court;  and  raising  bis  eyea  to  heaven,  in  the  apifit^f  a 
martyr,  he  exclaimed:  "  llio  Lord  be  thanked  I"  He  was 
ruconimendod  by  the  chief  justice  to  become  an  approver,  but 
the  primate  aaaiircd  him  4hat  bis  salvation  was  dearer  to  him 
llum  a  thousanil  Uvea.  "  If  (lie  adds,)  I  were  a  man  that  bad 
HO  care  of  jny  conscience,  I  might  have  saveil  my  life;  for 
I  waa  offered  it  by  divera  people  here,  if  I  would  but  confess 
my  guilt  and  accuse  otheiii.  Uut,  my  lord,  I  had  rather  die 
ten  thousand  deaths,  than  wrongfully  take  away  one  farthing 
of  anv  nuin's  goods,  one^v  of  bis  liberty,  or  one  moment  of 
his  life."S 

The  Catholic^  throU|(iiout  England  and  Ireland  had  been 
do<m)ed  to  witness 'this  4nigicar  scene  rfitli  horror;  among 
the  well-minded  portion  of  the  I'roteatant  community,  it 
created  a  general  feeling  of  commiseration.  Eachard,  in 
his  history  of  Knghind,  assures  us,  "that  tlie  earl  of  Essex, 
lato  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  was  so  sensible  o^  this  good 
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iiinira  Imfililiipf  tliat  lio  f^enfronsly  R|i|>lic(l  't<i  tho  king  for ' 
.  n  pardon,  Biid  told  liis  innjfsty  that  tlio  witnesses  must  rfceds 
Lo  perjured ;  for  theae  things  sworn  ngaiiist  him'  couhl  not 
|io««ibly  bb  true.  Upon  wliich  the  king,  in  a  passion,  'said : 
'  H'Ay  di<l  t/ou  not  a'tUnt  Oiu  at  hit  trialt  It'would  have  dont 
him  ifood  then.  I  ilnre  »ot  jmrtlon  any  one.'  And  so  concludeil 
with  tlie.snnie  kind  of  answer  ho  had  given  anotlier  |>erson 
formerly :     '  Hit  hUml  be  upon  your  head,  and  not  upon  mine.'  "* 

On  the  1st  of  July,  KiMI,  this  heroic  murtyr  was  placed 
on  a  sledge,  and  driiwn  from  the  prison  of  ^fcwgato  to  Tv- 
burn.  "  At  this  awful  moment,"  observes  Father  Corker,  his 
bosom  friend  and  fellow-prisoner,  "  there  appeared  in  liim 
sonietliing  beyond  exprofwion — soinething  more  than  human, 
Tho  most  hard-hearted  |>eo|)le  were  melted  into  tears  at  tho 
sight.  IMany  Protestants,  in  my  hearing,  wished  their  souls 
in  tho  samo  state  with  his.  All  believed  him  innocent,  and 
he  made  Catholics,  qyon  tho  niollf  timorous,  in  love  with 
death.''t  When  he  hall  reachcit.the  plaoo  of  execution,  he 
addressed  the  innnenae  njflHtitude  in  a  speech,  which  hns 
been  Imnilod  ilown  as  an  afiecting  memorial  of  his  sufferings, 
and  which  we  shall  take  tiff  opportunity  of  instfting  in  this 
place.      *  '  __ 

"  I  have  some  few  days  p.-ut  abided  |ny  trial  in  the  King's 
llcncli,  and  must  vtry  soon  appear  at  the  bench  of  the  King 
of  kings,  and  before  a  Judge,  who  cannot  be  deceived  by 
false  witnesses  or  corrupted  allegations, >^vl)c^cas  lie  knowctli 
the  secrets  of  all  heiirtti.  Neither  can  Ho  deceive  any,  or 
give  an  unjust  sentence,  being  all  goodness,  aud  a  most  just 
Judge.  Tlierelbro,  will  He  infallibly  decree  an' Btcmal  reward 
for  all  good  works,  and  condign  punishment  for  the  smallest 
transgression  of  His  commandments.  This  being  the  case,  it 
would  Iio  a  wicked  act,  and'contrary  to  my  eternal  welfare, 
slioidd  I  now,  bv  declaring  anything  contrary  to  truth, 
commit  a  <lcteslable  sin,  for  which,  witTun  a  very  short  time, 
I  must  receive  sentence  of  everlasting  damnation.  I  protest, 
therefore,  u|ion  tho  word  of  a  dying  man,  and,  as  I  ho|Hi 
for  salvation  at  tho  hands  of  the  supreme  Judge,  that  I  will 
declare  the  truth  with  all  sincerity;  and  this  I  ijo,  in  order  that 
the  circumstances  of  my  case  may  be  known  to  all  the  ;world. 

^"  It  is  to  be  observed  that  I  havQj>een  accused  in  Ireland  of 
treason  and  praMnurtire:  the  prosecutors,  however,  knowing 
that  I  had  witnesses  who  would  clearly  establish  my  innocence, 

*  Eachanl,  vol.  iii.  |i.  C'll, 
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cnmn  to  this  city,  and  proourtd  tliat  I  should  bo  brfHiRlit  tliillicr, 
wliprc  tlic  crimes  nbjuctetl  tu  me  wore  not  committod,  und  wlibrc 
tlic  jury  wore  unaoqiiiiintcd  with  me,  and  with  the  character  of 
my  accusers.  Here,  after  six  months'  close  imprisonment,  I  was 
brought  to  the  bar  on  the  3rd  of  May.  But,  wherens,  my  wit- 
nesses'and  records  wertfin  Ireland,  tiio  lord  chief  justice  gave 
mo  live  weeks  to  procure  thoin.  However,  by  reason  of  the 
seas,  and  other  im|>cdimcnts,  this  was  found  impossible:  I 
therefore  .begged  for  twelve  days  more,  that  I  might  be  in 
readiness  for  my  trial,  which  the  lord  chief  justice  refused." 
He  then  cnumenitcd  the  several  beads  of  the  accusation,  as 
already  stated,  and  rofnteil  each  in  a  strain  of  reasoning  the 
most  convincing;  and,  a(l<|r  having  appealed  to  heaven  in 
testimony  of  his  innocence,  he  t|ins  proceeds :  "  You  see, 
therefore,  iWi  circumstances  in  which  I  am  placed ;  you  have 
heard  what  protestations  of  innocence  I  have  made :  but  {liat 
you  ma}{  bo  the  more  induced  to  give  me  credit,  I  do  also 
assure  you  that  a  great  |<cer  sent  me  notice  thai  I  could  tave  my 
life  if  i  imiild  accuse  others:  my  answer  was,  that  I  flrnr  knew 
of  any  cotupiratort  in  Ireland,  e.eeept  thou  who  were  publicly 
known  as  outlatci,  and  that  to  save  my  life,  1  would  not  falsely 
accuse  any  person,  or  prejudice  my  oien  soul.  To  take  away  any 
man's  li^  or  goods  wrongfully,  ill  becoihcth  any  Chris'tian, 
c.speci.iUy  a  man  of  my  calling,  being  a  clergyman  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  also  an  unworthy  prelate,  which  I  do 
openly  confess.  Neither  will  I  deny  to  have  exercised  in 
,  Ireland  the  functions  of  a  Catholic  prelate,  as  long  as  there 
was  any  toleration ;  and  to  have  endeavoured  to  bring  the 
clergy,  of  whom  I  htoTtlK}  care,  to  a  due  comportment  accord- 
ing to  thcirxalling;  and,  altlioQgh  in  this  I  did  nothing  but 
my  dutv,'^jwsomo  who  would  not  amend,  had  n  prejudice  for 
me,  aiirl  csjicciaiJy  my  accuscrs,"^  to  whom  I  did  endeavour  to 
do  good.  Those  to  whom  I  allude  are  the  clergymen ;  as  to 
the  four  laymen  who  u|>iK>ared  against  me,  1  was  never 
acquainted  with  any  ofvthom.  ,  This  wicked  act  of  thoire 
ouglit,  however,  not  to  ftwct  on  religion ;  whereas,  it  is  Well 
known  that  (here  was  a  Jkilas  amongst  tiM  twelve  apostles, 
and  a  wicked  man  named  Nid^igias  amongst  the  seven  deacons. 
And  even  as  one  of  the  said  deacons,  holy  Stephen,  md  pray 
for  those  who  stoned  liim  to  death,  so  do  I  pray  for  those  who 
took  my  life,  saying  as  St.  Stophon  did,-  0  Lord,  lay  not  this 
tin  to  them.'  „ 

*  It  id  rcconltMl  tlut  Ditfly,  nno  of  his  purjnnNl  murderers,  vritliin^fAider 
tiic  vengeaDco  of  an  angry  coiuwiuiicG,  luut  imiiu  tima  after  prmtintoilliiuuulf 
liofure  a  siicCL-snor  uf  an:huiino|i  Phuikut,  czclaiiuing  iu  a  tone  of  awf u]*dcifi)e- 
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'  Now  timt  I  liMVo  (Iccliircil  how  innncunt  I  am  of  any  niot 
iir  coiiBpirauv,  I  vn>ultl  I  wcro  nbic  with  tlie  liku  truth  to  cloar 
myself  of  high  crimes  comiiiittcil  nj;aiii8t  the  ilivinc  Majesty's 
cuiiimandmunts,  tftun  tranHgrcssoil  l>y  me,  for  which  I  am 
sorry  with  all  my  heart;  and  if  I  shoulil  or  could  live  a 
thousand  years,  I  liave  a  firm  resolutiqn  and  a  strong  purpose, 
by  your  giace,  O  my  (jod,  never  to  oflund  you;  and  I  beseech 
your  divine  Majesty,  by  the  merits  of  Christ,  and  by  the 
mtercession  of  his  blessed  Mother,  and  of  nil  the  holy  angels 
anil  saints,  to  forgive  mu  my  sins,  and  to  grunt  my  soul  eternal 
rest."  \ 

Having  concluded  this  appeal  amiiUd^ho  tears  of  a  numer- 
ous audience,  he  cootinuud  for  Bonlc^me  in  prayer,  and  then 
resigned  himself  into  the  hands  of  hismecutioncrs.  Ho  was"^ 
sufl'urcd  to  hang  until  he  expired,  and  was  then  cut  down, 
beheaded,  bowollod  and  iniartcred ;  after  which  liia  heart  and 
l>owcls  wore  cast  into  tlic  fire.  The  head,  adorned  with 
sirvery-coluurcd  locks,  is  still  preserved  in  the  convent  of  the 
Dominican  nuns  at  Drogheda.  His  body,  which  was4iegged 
of  the  king,  was  interi^  in  St.  Giles'  churchyard:  havmg 
been  raised  about  four  years  after,  it  was  found  ontiro,  and 
conveyed  to  the 'Benedictine'  mona8terj»-at  Lambspring,  iif 
Uerniany,  wjicre  with  great  solonniity  it  was  re-intonibed.  In 
ltiU3,  the  holy  abbot  ('.urker  caused  a^inagnlficent  monument 
to  be  erccteil  over  the  remains  with  the  following  inscription  ;f 

"  Kcliqifjo!,  Snncta;  Memorise,  Olivebi  1'lunkkt,  Archicpis- 
copi  Armachani^kHiBKRMix  I'rimatis,  qui  in  odium  Catholica; 
lidei  laqueo  susjienBUs,  extractis  visceribus  et  in  ignem  projectis, 
Celebris  martyr  occubuit  Lonoini,  primo  die  Julii  (stylo  veteri) 
anno  salutis,  l()8l." 

DoMiNicK  Maouire,  a  native  of  the  county  of  Fermanagh, 
and  descended  from  an  illustrious  family  in  that  district,  was 
advanced  to  the  primacy  immediately  after  the  decease' of 
hrclibishop  Plunkct.  At  an  early  ago  he  retired  to  the 
Dominican  convent  iu  Durry,  where  be  made  his  religious 


ration,  "  Am  I  iievor  to  h*vo  |nmcc  !  is  there  im  mercy  for  rae!"  Tht  goo<l 
prulatfi  iMforu  whom  hd  ntiMKl  olivorveil  foif  n  time  nn  Awful  liluucc;  then  |in>- 
•liluilig  A  uIau  case  anil  plaoin^  it  Wfore  liiin,  he  Mid  iu  a  voice  deep  and 
sniemn,  "  Cxjk  here,  thou  uiifortuiiAto  wretch  I"  It  cnntatiicil  the  head  of  hia 
innovent  victim.  The  wretched  man,  unalile  to  iH'ar  the  light,  swooned  away. 
It  is  said  thnt  he  siieiit  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  making  public  atonement 
and  dittl  a  great  penitent.—  Stewart's  Memoirs  of  Armagh,  jk  303. 


•  Hill.  Dom.  p.  i;tl  i  Stewart, 

t  Memoini  of  Misnionnry  iVicsta,  luirt  ii.  \k  47.'t.  Amplest  details'of  the 
life  and  deatli  of  tht'  Most  He?,  Ur.  I'lunkct^  wdl  1hi  found  in  the  Kcv.  Dr. 
Morau's  Muuioir  of  that  martyr-pnilatc.     Dublin,  J.  Duify. 
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profession,  ami  aflerwnrdH  rcpnircil  to  Andalusia  in  Spain,  for 
tlie  piirpoAO  of  coinplutinf;  his  ccclesiusticnl  stu(lit>a.  Anxious 
to  return  to  tlic  convent  of  (iaula  in  tlic  county  of  FormanaRli, 
of  whicli  estnblisliment  lio  had  l)ecn  an  alumnus,  he  proceedccl 
on  his  journey  to  Irelaml,  bnt  when  he  had  reached  l^ondon, 
his  friends  prevailed  on  to  him  remain  in  that  city,  where  ho 
became  honorary  chaplain  to  the  Spanish  anibanaador.  Here 
his  acquirements  were  soon  appreciated,  and  having  been 
noininatod  archbishop  of  Armagh  by  pope  Innocent  XL,  in 
ISol,  he  soon  after  returned   to  his  native  country.     This 

firclate,  adopting  the  example  of  his  predecessor,  appears  to 
iivve  been  a  strenuous  advocate  in  supporting  the  primatiiil 
rights  of  tile  see  of  Armagh.  Five  years  after  his  conse- 
cration, he  presided  at  a  synod  holil  in  Dublin;  and  in  1091, 
two  provincial  synods  were  convened,  one  at  Limerick  and  the 
other  at  Galway,  in  which,  as  Doctor  MacMahon  alleges,  his 
claims  to  nrimatial  dignity  wore  recognized.*    Diinng  the 

^  administration  of  this  prelate,  Dominick  Maguire,  Ireland  was 
almost  one  uninterrupted  scene  of  ^terror.  When,  at  length, 
Limerick  capitulated,  this  venerable  prelate,  yielding  to  the 
necessity  of  the  times,  was  com|K-lle<l  to  take  refuge  from  the 
storm,  and  retired  to  Paris,  where  he  died  in  1708,  and  was 
interred  in  the  cemetery  qf  the  Irish  college,  usually  styled  the 
College  of  the  Lombards'.t 

During  the  awful  vicissitudes  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
no  diocesan  unions  hod  been  formed^  it  is,  however,  a  remaric- 
»l>lc  circumstance  that,  even  in  the  midst  of  the  tem|iest, 
several  provincial   synods  had  been  convened  anif  diocesan 

.  statutes  enforced,  for  upholding  the  morals  and  discipline  of 
both  clergy  and  (teople.  These  constitutions  are  ex^nt,  and 
as  they  are  closely  connected  with  the  history  of  the  Irish 
hierarchy  at  this  periml,  it  may  not  bo  deemed  iinpro|)er  to 
annex  a  summary  of  them  in  this  place.  In  the  year  lt)14, 
dnriiig  the  intolernnt  administration  of  Chichester,  a  synocl 
of  the  province  of  I/Cinster  was  held  in  Kilkenny,  attende<l 

.by  the  suffragan  prelates,  and  at  which  Eugene  Matthews, 
archbishop  of  Dublin,  presided.^    The  Krst  statute  refers  to 

.     <  Jiu.  Prim  n.  29.  t  Hih  D«m.  449. 

t  Aurecahly  to  the  orvler  hitherto  obaerved,  we  Hhall  here  Ahjoin  a  mcees- 
sion  ut  the  prelAtw  who  governoil  tho  archdioceie  of  DuhUn  (luring  the 
BQVontuoiith  CRiitiiry.  This  mfltnt)M»litan  Hee  ha<l  Ixwn  vacant  from  tlie  year 
liW)9  t4t  that  t»f  WMt,  or  tlurinx  almoMt  the  entire  rcii^  (if  Bliialwtb.  Atlcngth 
Mattiikw  IIS  OviKDO,  a  Spaniah  Franoiscaif  and  a  native  of  Segovia,  was 
conKUratcHl  arcbl)iithop  of  Dublin  on  tho  14lh  of  Marcli,  l.'>'J9.  Beinff  aheacly 
au(|Uaint«Hl  with  the  state  of  the  Iri»th  I'hurub,  he  emltarked  for  this  oonntry 
with  the  Huite  of  l>on  Jtiaa  p'Aquiia,  AU  expedition  fitted  out  at  tho  auggea- 
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till'  (lenTws  of  tlic  Council  of  Trent,  wliieli  were  to  bo  oliservcil 
with  reverence;  but,  wliereas  there  were  some  ordinances 
which,  in  this  connlrv,  conid  not  be  enforced  (such  as  the 
decree  n»g«riling  clanucntinitv),  those  nre  left  to  tlie  discretion 
of  the  ordinjry.  Secondly,  besides  the  vicar-general,  a  vicar- 
fnrejgn  is  to  t)e  chosen  in  each  deanery,  who  shall  bo  autho- 
rize<l  to  preside  over  the  nriests  intrusted  with  the  cure  of 
souls.  Thirdly,  those  parishes  which  remain  destitute  of  li' 
pastor,  may  Ihj  rcconimeniled  to  the  clergy  of  the  neifihbour- 
^nig  parishes,  or  the  ordinary  should,  if  convenient,  procure 
the  temporary  assistance  of  priests  from  another  diocest-. 
Fourthly,  that  the  sacramci)t  of  Baptism  be  no  longer  adminis- 
tered by  immersion,  and  that  from  thoJtalends  of  October  in 
said  year,  this  sacrament  is  to  be  conferred  by  infusion. 
Kifthly,  that  in  future  no  priest  shall,  under  any  pretext  or 
oven  in  case  of  necessity,  >  presume  to  celebrate  the  holy 
sacrifice  twice  on  the  sumo  day  without  a  regular  Ikfence 
obtained  frcnn  the  ordinary,  or  in  his  absence,  from  the  vicar- 
gcneral;  and  this  licence  is  never  to  be  granted  unless  in 
ca-ses  that  are  manifestly  urgent  Sixthly,  from  henceforth, 
no  chalices  shall  be  consecrated  that  are  not  made  of  silver, 
or  at  least  the  cup  thereof  together  with  the  paten.  Seventhly, 
"  and  because  the  awful  circumstances  of  the  times  oblige  us 
frequently  to  celebrate  the  divine  mysteries  under  the  o))eii 
air,"  those  places  are,  on  all  such  occasions,  to  be  selected, 
which  shall  appear  tlio  most  safe  and  becoming;  the  altar, 
moreover,  must  bccovered  almiast  on  all  sides,  so  that  it  may 
thereby  be  sheltered  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
Eightly,  should  persons  confined  in  ]irison  and  not  having 
the  op|)ortunity  of  a  priest,  feel  sincerely  sorry  for  their  sins, 
and  have  a  desire  to  be  refreshed  with  tke  sacred  viaticum, 

tion  iif  the  earl  of  PoHmnml  ami  oUicrB.  They  lanikxl  at  Kinmlo  in  October, 
ItlOl  ;  iMit  not  ineetitif{  with  aiiy  cnaniragenicnt,  they  withilrew  to  their 
vuttMiU  ami  rt'tiiruutl  homo.  The  nruhbiHho]>,  Matthew  l>e  Uvioilo,  remaitiml 
in  Hitain,  where  he  Uietl  in  the  year  ItiOS.  Kviibnk  Matthrwk,  tramdatt.**! 
from  < /tocher  to  Dublin  in  ll]ll.~  tender  thin  prelate,  tlio  alxtve-meutioneil 
•ynml  wan  hehb  He  rctireil  ti  Ijouvain,  where,  in  lii'Zti,  he  fimn(lc<l  an  Irish 
oolle>{(\  which  nutke«l  aa  the  nineteenth  on  the  reeonla  of  the  celebrated 
tiniverMity  in  that  city.  Thin  iirelate  dietl  at  Louvain  ibiring  the  name  yoar. 
Thomas  Vlrminii,  descended  Imm  the  family  of  the  banms  of  Hlane,  and  a 
memlAr  of  the  Francisuan  Onlor,  waa  coosecrateil  1^  October,  1023.    This 

Itrelate  during  the  name  year  obtain&l  from  lio|ie  Urban  Vlll.  a  brief  allowina 
rirth  Htndents  to  be  ordaiofnl  "ail  IiIhIiiih  miMioNW." — (See  Hilwmia  Uomini* 
cana  st)|i|<t.)  He  died  in  flalwav'  in  IC'il,  and  waa  bnrioil  in  the  Franciscan 
r  churvh  of  that  city.  TicrKH  TAt-noT,  conaocrote<l  in  ttitiO.  dioit  in  prison, 
A.n.  Iti^t— <.See  0.  iii.)  Pathick  Ur!MRl.u  consecrated  in  1083,  di«l  in  1092. 
—(Hoe  o.  ii.)  Pktiu  ('rkaoh.  trAnslate<l  from  Cork  to  Tiuun,  and  liually  tu 
Dublin  in  lOil.'f,  tlied  abont  th6  yoar  f7U0. 
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tlio  blcsAod   Euclinrist  may,  in  sutli  cAsp,  bo  sent  privately 
by  a  layinnn ;  alioulil  tlio  captive  abnnt  to  communicate  bo 
n  privst,  lie  may  nilminiBtcr  it   to  himself  i  sliould  ho  bo  a 
liiynmn,  ho   must  not  touch  tlie  aacramont  with  his  bunds, 
IkUtroccivo  it  reverently  on  his  tonijue  from  the  pixis.    Ninthlyj 
tlinso  w)io  sliall  presiimO  to  contract  marriage  clandestinely, 
nhall  incur   tlio   censure  of  oxconimuniuition,  tatce  tententice; 
and  whereas  tho  publication  of  the  banns  has  be^n  attended 
with  numlwrleM    advantages,  it  is  ordained    that,    together 
with  the  jKMialty  imposcil  by  the  canons,  the  ordinary  also 
shall  severely  punish  any  priest  who  shall  be  found  guilty 
of  neglecting  such  publication.      Tcnthly,  whereas  a  great 
scarcity  of    pastors  universally   prevails    in   these  days  of 
iittllction,  it  is  on  that  account  advisabUK  that  the  ordinaries 
confer  with  the  superiors  of  the  regular  orders,  and  thereby 
obtain  a  supply  of   priests  necessary  for  the  due  discharge 
<if   the  pastoral   duties   in   each   diocese.     Elcvcntldy,   that 
the   faithful  may  bo  well  acquainted   with  the    festivals  of 
obligation,  it  is  decreed  that  the  following  enumeration  of 
them  bo  published:   all  Sundays  throughout   the  year;    the 
.  (Jfrcumcislon  of  our  Lord;  the  feasts  of  St.  Urigid  ^in  tho 
diocese  of  Kildart;),  of  tho   Puriflcation,  of  St.  Patrick,  of 
tho  Annunciation  of  tho  Ulessed  Virgin,  of  St.  Mark   tho 
Evangelist,  of   Easter  Monday  and  Ea.Hter  Tuesday,  of  SS. 
Philip  tod  James,  Apostles,  of  tho  Invention  of  the  holy  Cross, 
of  tho  Ascension  of  our  Ivord,  of  Wbitsun.Monday  and  Whit- 
sun-Tucsday,  of  the  solemnity  of    Corpus  Christi,  of    tho 
Nativity  of  St.  John  tho  Haplist,  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  of  St.  James  tho  Apostle,  of  St.  Laurence, 
Martyr,  of  the  Assumption  of  the  ISIessed  Virgin,  of  St. 
Itartholoiiiew  Apostle,  of  the  Nativity  of  tho  Blessed  Virgin,  of 
St.  Matthew  the  Evangelist,  of  the  dedication  of  St.  Michael, 
of  "St.  Luke  the  Evangelist,  of  the  Apostles  SS.  Simon  and 
Jude,  of  All  Saints,  oT  St.  Martin,  o(.St.  Ijiurenco,  archbishop 
of  iJublin,  (to  be  observed  in  that  diocese,)  of  St.  Andrew  tho 
AiKjstle,  of  tho  Conception  of  the  Ulessed  Virgin,  of  St. 
Thomas  tho  Apostle,  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord,  of  St. 
Stephen,  of  St  John  the  Evangelist,  of  the  Holy  Innocents,  of 
St.  Joseph,  of  St.  Anne,  and  of  St.  Sylvester;  to  which  was 
aftcnvards  added  in  the  synod  of  1()85,  under  archbishop 
liusscll,  the  feast  of  tho  Immaculate  Conccptfon  of  the  Blessed 
Virgin.    Twelfthly,  the  days  on  which  the  faithful  aro  bound 
to  fast  are  thus  enumerated :  all  days  in  Lent  except  Sundays, 
the  quarter-times,  the  vigils  of  Pentecost,  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist,  of  St.  Laurence,  Martyr,  of  the  Assumption,  of  All 
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Sxliits,  of  SS.  Potor  An<l  Pnnl,  of  tlio  Apostles  Miitliias,  Jiinie.i, 
Ibirllinlopicw,  Miittlicw,  Simon  nnd  Jude,  Andrew  and  TJioinaB, 
uud  the  vigil  of  tlio  Nativity  of  our  Lord.  Finally,  the 
respccttvo  ordin.irics  arc  strictly  enjoined  to  put  these  statutes 
into  inimediatu  execution,  and  cause  tlieni  to  be  diligently 
observed  by  all  persona  within  the  sphere  of  Itheir  jurisdiction. 
Tiicso  constitutions  were  ratified  ni  the  several  provincial 
synods  which  were  held  at  subsequent  perio  Is  in  this  century 
under  Thomas  Fleming,  Peter  Inlbot,  and  Patrick  Uussell, 
archbishops  of  Dublin.  . 

Religious  toleration  beginning  at  lengtli  to  dawn  on  tho 
Church  of  Ireland,  about  the  year  1685,  three  provincial 
synods  were  held  under  the  arciibishop  of  Dublin,  I'atrick 
uussell.  Tlio  acts  of  these  congregations  ret  jr  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  sacrament*,  to  public  instn  ction,  nnd  to  the 
collution  of  parishes.  It  was  ordained  thai  no  priest  having 
the  cure  of  souls  sliouhl  be  absent  from  h  s  cure  more  than 
three  days  without  the  licence  of  the  ordinary ;  and  should  he  be 
absent  even  for  a  shorter  period,  he  must,  n  the  mean  time, 
provide  an  approved  priest  to  superintend  tl  e  concerns  of  the 
parish.      That  no  priest,  secular  or  regul  ir  (exce|)t  parish 

1)i'icst9  and  their  coadjutors),  shall  presum )  to  celebrate  the 
loly  mysteries  twice  on  Sundays  or  ludida  fs,  except  on  the 
feast  of  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord;  nor  shall  »ny  priest,  except 
the  pastor  and  his  (coadjutor,  eelehrate  in  an  '  private  house,  in 
cities  or  towns,  without  porntission  from  th  >  ordinary.  That 
no  pastor  or  other  priest  shall  administer  the  blessed  Eucharist 
from  liOW  Sunday  to  persons  from  another  ]  kirish,  nnless  such 
]>crsons  should  have  already  complied  with  he  precept  of  the 
annual  communion.  Thatevery  priest  who  has  for  five  years 
been  entrusted  with  the  cure  of  souls,  shall  o;  for  a  silver  chalice 
and  a  silver  pixis,  as  a  gift  to  the  diocese ;  si  ould  ho  have  been 
ten  years  in  the  discharge  of  the  pastora  duties,  ho  must, 
besides  tho  aforesaid  gift,pfe8eiit  to  the  dioc  so  a  missal,  with  a 

.  suit  of  vestments  and  other  ornamchts,  nece  «ury  for  .the  altar ; 
but  should  he  neglect  to  comply  with  this  order,  he  is  to  be 
deprived  of  Ilia  cure ;  thcso  on'erings  are  to  bo  distributed  by 
the  ordinary,  among  those  parishes  where  th(  greatest  necessity 
prevails,  "f  hat  no  priest  having  possession  o  '  a  parish  for  three 
years,  shall  on  that  account  presume  to  acqi  ire  a  right  to  that 
parish  without  a  regular  collation  obtained  I  rom  the  ordinary, 
and  that  all  such  as  have  not  as  yet  received  i  formal  collation, 

smust  procure  one  within  six  months,  or  bo  d  ;posed.  That  tho 
religious  of  the  mendicant  orders  aro  to  ai  sist  the  pastors  in 
preaching  And  catechizing,  and  that  no  paste  r  shall,  without  n 
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just  cause  npprovod  of  by  tlio  ordinary,  provont  tlicsc  rolifiimis 
I'rom  receiving  tin"  iilnia  of  tlio  fnitlif  il  ;it  tlio  paroclii:il  iillars: 
the  ri'li^ioii!)  in  the  mcanliiiio  must  know  th:it  thuir  adniiisioii 
to  Id'B  at  these  ullarn  does  not  arise  from  any  rif-'ht,  Imt  from 
the  solo  j;riitidlou4  bounty  of  the  orcbnary.  Th;it,  finidly,  the 
acts  and  ordiiianees  of  tlie  provimial  synod  convened  at  Kil- 
kenny, AD.  Ilill,  are  hereby  received,  rntitied  and  orderod  to 
ho  observed  f.iithfully  throughout  the  province,*     ' 

The  storms  which  blew  over  th<i  Clinrch  of  Ireland,  durinjj 
this  as  well  ns  the  prdceding  century,  were  in  a  particuhir 
'manner  levelled  afrainst  the  reli;;ious  foundations  of  the 
country.  Nevertheless,  tliesc  institutions  n|)iie:ir  to  have  set 
all  opposition  at  defiance;  durini;  the  operation  of  the  laws  of 
James  I ,  the  C.ipuehin  and  the  l)i.scalced  Carmelites  tirjt 
arrived  in  Irelandandsettlcd  cVenin  the  metrop<dis.  Thcformer 
of  these  invaluable  and  learned  bodies  landeil  in  Dublin  in  tho 
year  1(>23,  and  umler  their  superior,  Kiluninit  Mng,  a  nativo 
of  Cashel,  fixed  their  abode  betvyeen  St.  Audoen's  Arch  and 
Schoolhousedane.  The  arrival  of  the  latter  was  in  lii2(i; 
Patrick  Donovan,  u  nativo  of  Youghal,  was  ])rior,  and  their 
residence  was  in  CJiurch-street.t  In  all  the  proscriptions  of 
these  times,  the  re<;nliirs  of  Ireland  were  nnc.xceptionably  in-" 
volvcd,  but  their  perseverance  rose  superior  to  every  ditliculty ; 
many  illustrative  instances  might  be  produced,  from  among 
which  one  remarkable  fact  may  sulKce.  The  lonciv  but  beau- 
tiful convent  of  Miritifarnham,  in  the  county  of  \Vestu»eath, 
was  plundered  ami  reduced  to  a  bean  of  ruins  in  the  .">7tli  yearof 
the  reign  of  Henry  Vlil.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  short 
period  of  twenty  y<  ars  elapsed,  w  hen  the  same  conimunitv,  rising 
up  in  the  midst  of  the  very  rnins  that  surrounded  them,  Uecanio 
exceedingly  more  numerous  than  ever,  .So  independent  had 
they  become,  that  in  the  year  1<')2l',  they  undertook  the  erec- 
tion of  a  ne\V  convent  at  MuIIingar,  and  were  it  not  for  the 
intoleran(!o  of  the  lord  of  the  soil,  tlielV  cll'orts  would  haje  been 
crowned  «itli  sueccs.^.t  Nor  was  this  .the  only  corMilKi''V.^* ' 
that  had  niadi,'  a  stand  against  the  storm.  Tlre^H'tljStins  i/f 
Dublin,  Kilkenny,  Wexlord,  (Jalway,  and  of  many  other  places, 
in  dcHancu  of  the  bigotry  of  the  day,  had  resolved  to  place 
themselves  around  the  .sanctuaries  of  their  country ;  to  these 
men  (loath  appeared  only  as  the  signal  of  victory,  ancjjaccord- 


*  Cwnstittltioncfl  I'riiv.  ot  Synod,   .iiuin  KiMrr.— TIio  nrplntoswlio  h.-\vohi((ncil 
the  alMivi'  i)U'iitii>ii>-tl  iwIh,  wi'ri',  ratrn'k  IUism  II,  an;tinii,)iii|i  «»f  DiiMiii ;  .l.tim  n 

Pllt'Ull.  liMlini,  „f  (lM«,iy  ;    |,||ki'  \V^ul<lii>K,  l.iHli.i|i  i,f  Kii  lU  i    titWiinl  Weill  J, 
l>Uh,>l>of  Kil<(:tr,>illi<t  aillilitiiNtnittir  of   l.t-ijjhliti, 

t  IIH.  .\iii>;>l.i  ..f  11.  bii.l.  111  M.inli'a  l.il.i;iiy.  )  ''"M  v.'I.  ii.  |'.  :,'.>. 
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iiij;ly  when  cine  {jonoralion  was  cut  ofl',  they  wore  siiccceilod 
|i,v  iiiiotlicr  Klill  iiiorc  brave  and  dcterniliu'il.  After  the 
iiutioiial  extcrniiiiiitiim  under  Cromwell,  wlun  Ireland  wa* 
literallv  Irannloniud  into  a  slant^liter-lioiise,  the  religious  who 
escaped,  tofji'lher  with  those  who  afterwards  retiuned  from  the 
contiifent,  heeame  in  many  places  co-laliourers  with  the  ordi- . 
nary  pastors  in  the  missionary  diilieS|of  the  country;  their 
exertions,  valuahh;  as  they  had  boeji,  were  not  without  heinj; 
ir|i|>reciated  ;•  while  the  vast  nuniHifr  who  rern:((n<'d  in  exile, 
scattered  over  t|io  ilillereiit  nations  of  Kiini|ie,  had,  hy  their 
industry  ami. talents,  iiintribufl'd  to  shed  an  additional  ray  on 
"  the  name  and  religioif  of  ilieir  country. 

■      "         "  t  *■■ 
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lijiiiut  anil  liitcmry  ( 'harnt-tcra  of  the  Kovcatci>iitli  Century — Ocncnl 

P'  I  tlicj>rv lit ii Ilia 


Is  presenting  a  Buccinct  l)!nf;rapliy  of,^)ic  eminent  Irish  eccle- 
siastics of  the  seveiUeenlli  century,  wc  shall  proceed  chrono- 
jojjically,  and  commence  with 

Kl.OBKNCK  Co^v. — This  learned  prelate  was  Lorn  in  the 
province  of  C'onnau);ht  about  the  year  i5C(),  and  retired  at  an 
early  ai;e  to  Spain,,  with  an  intention  of  embracing  the  eccle- 
siastical state.  At  that  period  the  proscribed  youth  of  Ireland 
met  with  n  friemily  reception  in  all  the  Spanish  provinces. 
Florence  Oonry,  accompanied  with  three  associates  from  Ins 
own  country,  applied  for  admission  at  the  Franciscan  convent 
in  Madrid:  they  were  received,  ani|  after  the  usual  time  of 
probation,  were  allowed  to  make  their  profession  agreeably  to 
the  constitutions  of  the  institute.  The  writings  of  8t.  Augustin 
wero.tho.se  to  w hich  he  appears  to  have  paid  particular  atten- 
tioHi  In  his  elucidations  of  the  mysterious  lyid  diHicult  doctrine 

*  rilrfl  fif  li'tltra  .iltcptinc  thr  miMionnrj- servicps of  tlio  porBpcutc<l religious 
of  them:  tunes  urv  |ir(turv,-il,  froiu  whirh  wc  tAke  the  followiTii;  eitract : 
■  *'  •  •  •  *  •  Niw  iufrxscrijiti  .itu>Ht«iiiur  ac  fiiti  m  fa^i- 
tnUii  ri'Ii^'insoH  (iriliiiis  S.  Kmncinci,  iicnciilowt  )M'rM(-i-iiti()nis  ac  commuuispxilii 
trtiiiiorw  cum  suinnio  vlUi'  UijH-riiuiiK>,  04!  colerulain  viiia-im  Ifoitiinicam  in  )i»c 
HiU'miii*  n-uno  iM-minucrt'  ve.luiiwi'  ct  jirnnaiuiiiuit',  ct  h.ictpnus  cum  ctinsnlAthmc 
cliTl  1 1  )M)pini  lu  i-jiimU'1u  viut-U'  cultura  rvligiusc  ct  fntctuoau  •llalx)nw».        * 

"  .'\utliiiuy  M.-nfJi'oylian,  iHshmmf  Mvath  ;  I>auiol  Kolly,  V.fi.  of  Clonfcrt ; 
I'ntrick  ILily,  V.d  of  Arm,i(;h  ;  rliilip  Orolly,  V.O.  of  (.K.r^hcr ;  Hugli  Ki'liy, 
V.d.  )tf  Drouuiro;  I'atriuk  O'MiiKlnug,  .V  <1.  of  Don-u  aiul  Counur ;  TbadciiB 
i'lcry,  V.U.  of  lta|ihutt;  Malodiy  O'Cuuuvil,  V'.ti.  of  Anlfurt." 
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of  )rrnci>,  as  containcil  in  tlic  works  of  that  Father,  lio  eminently 
excelled,  niiil  although  hu  had  not  yet  attained  the  age  required 
by  the  canons  for  ordinatiun,  ho  was  even  then  reputed  one  of 
the  most  profound  scholastics  in  the  entire  province  of  Castile. 
His  talents  and  deep  renea^ch,  accompanied  by  a  peculiar  meek- 
ness ofclisposition, soon  raiscil  liim  in  tliccstimntionof  all  classes; 
the  clergy  as  well  as  the  court  of  Spain  had  already  contem- 
plated his  merit)  with  tokens  of  marked  approbation,  and  the  seo  * 
of  Tunm  having  become  about  this  time  vacant,  ho  was  nomi- 
nated by  Clement  VIII.,  ami  consecrated  archbishop  of  tha.U 
■,, diocese.  This  prelate  rctu'rne<l  to  Ireland  along  with  the  ill- 
fated  expedition,  which  I'liilip  II.  had  been  rccommendqrf  to 
send  from  Spain ;  ho  repaired  to  his  archdiocese,  but  had  been 
scarcely  settled  in  the  country,  when  ho  was  forced  into  exile 
by  an  c.\))reBfi  order  from  the  Irish  government.  As  soon  as 
4110  writ  for  his  baniahnu'nt  was  received,  he  withdrew  to 
Flander«,  and  from  thence  to  Spain,  where  he  was  supported 
by  the  buiuity  of  the  monarch  himself.  -At  this  period  tho 
state  of  the  Irish  Franciscans,  who  had  removed  to  tlie  con- 
tinent for  the  purpose  of  education,  was  deplorable.  In  their 
own  country,  their  convents  and  schools  hacf  been  demolished ; 
while  in  foreign  lanfls  they  were  unable  to  procure  a  single 
house,  and  were  only  to  be  seen  dispersed  and  wandering  from 
one  kingdom  to  another..  This  it  was  wliicii  induced  the  arch- 
bishop, Florence  "Conry,  to  raaKp  ii{ipncatinn  to  Philip  UI.  in 
their  behalf>;  by  mei^s  6f  that  monarch  bo  founded  the  eon- 
vent  or  iNsh  Francisoin  (^oUege  of  St.  ^ntluiny.  at  Loay^in, 
tho  first  stone  having  been  laid  by  Albert  and  Isabel  iit'the  " 
year  161ti.*.  This  convent  beca'hie  in  aftef-times  one  of  tho. 
most  celebrate<l  retreats  of  liteijiture  in  th(^ow  countries ;  and  \  ' 
from  the  valuable  mass  of  manuscripts  antl  historical  reconls ,  ^ 
preserved  in  its  immense  library,  togethcrwith  the  industry  and 
lalentH  of  its  lecturers,  it  was  unquestionably  an  establishment* 
to  which  the  Irish  nation  must  be  fur  ever  indebted.  The  com- 
munity was  generally  numerous,  the  average  number  being 
ab&tJt  forty,  but  their  income  was  very  limited;  for  nearly  a 
century  they  were  prohibited  from  seeking  alms  in  publtb,  and 
were  it  iiot  for  tlie  lienevolenco  of  private  individuals,  and 
occiisional  donations  from  the  Spanish  court,  this  asylum  of 
literature  should  necessarily  have  been  abandoned.f  'Jrlio 
exiled  prelate  continued  to  reside  in  Spain  until  1(12!),  at  which 
(icriod  he  died  in  the  Franciscan  convent,  at  Madrid,  and  in 
the  CUth  year  of  his  age.    Ilis  remains  were  translated  to 

•  WaiUini!  do  Scriiit  |i.  210.         t  MS,  in  Archiv.  Wcifonlirf. 
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Lniirain  in  1(154,  nn<l  ro-intotTo<l  with  croat  solemnity  in  tho 
cliiircli  of  thu  Irish  Franclsenn.i,  on  tlio  j^uspc-l-sidu  of  tlie 
liigli  altiir,  A  8|ilen(lid  mmiiinicnt  wiis  at  tho  same  time 
erected  to  liis  memory,  with  an  epitaph  dcscriptivo  of  liis 
virtues,  \\\»  learning;,  nnd-hissunerinf;s.*  The  following  works 
have  proceeded  fruni  the  pen  of  this  excellent  divine:  Pe  S. 
Aufjustini  sensii  circa  IS.Atariio  Conccptionem ;  AntwerpiosI* 
1619.  2.  Tractntus  do  Statu  |«rvulorum  sine  baptibnio  deiio- 
dentium  ex  hac  vita,  juxta  sensum  li,  Augustini ;  Louvanii, 
hi24.  3.  IVregrinus  Jerichontinus.  Hoc  est,  de  natura 
hiiraana  fclicitcr  inslituta,  infeliciter  lupsa,  miscnibiliter  vul- 
nenita,  misuricurditer  rvstanrata ;  I'urisiis,  1C>44.  4.  Compen- 
dium doctrintn  S.  Augustini  circa  gratiam;  Parisiis,  1(!44. 
S.  De  Fhigcllis  jnstorum,  juxta  mcntcm  S.  Augustini; 
Parisiis,  1(>44.  6.  A  Catechism  written  in  Jrisli,  and  entitled 
"  The  Mirror  of  Christ's  Life."  7.  An  Epistle,  in  tho  Spanish 
language,  on  tho  Persecution  of  Ireland. f 

(iKOFFRV  Kkatino,  the  celebrated   Irish  historian,  was  a 
nativo'of  Munster,  and  was  born  about  the  year  15G0.     He 
commenced  his  ecclesinstinil  studies  in  tho  Netherlaiuls,  kak  , 
afterwards  withdrew  to  Paris,  where  he  soon  became  distiL 
guishcdand  gmdiiated  a  dootor.in-divinity.    About  the  coiiK 
menceiUcnt  of  the  reign  o{,J^mes  I.,  he"  ventured  to  return"t<a 
his  native  country,  and  for  some  years^ntinued  totlischargel 
the  duties  of  p.-irish  priest  in  tho  county  of  Tip|>cnnry.    llisl 

"distlngrfishcd  zeal,  and  th(^  (Irmncs'i  with  which  h?  reproved' 
victt,  without,  re|;arding  tho  qnarf^riwlience  It  proceeded,  had 

•at  length  dxn<>sed  him  to  the  malfco  of  ascertain  powerful 
personage.  On^  of  his  parishioners,  a  inarrieil  lady  of  rank 
and  fortune,  was  known  to  have  kept  unan  illicit  intjrcource 
with  a  noblcmnn  of  gnat  political  influence,  and  who  besides 
other  official  stations,  had  been  at  the  time  intrusted  with  the 
government  of  the  province  of  Munster.  This  notorious 
scandal  was  not  to  be  tblenitcd ;  the  parties  were  denounced 
by  Doctor  Keating  from  his  altar,  and  in  consequence  an 
order  was  soon  after  issued  by  tho  governor  for  his  apprehen- 
sion. Tho  good  pastor,  yielding  to  the  entreaties  of  his 
friends,  withilrew  from  the  storm  and  took  shelter  among 
his  relatives,  in  a  secluded  district  on  tho  borders  of  the 
counties  of  Tippeniry  and  Limerick.  In  this  place  of  retire- 
ment ho  arranged  ami  completed  his  history  of  Ireland, 
connnencing  from  the  earliest  period  and  continuing  it  in 
regular  order  down   to  reign   of  Henry   II.    Tho  general 

'  M&  in  Archiv.  WexfonliiF.  t  Wadding,  (n  212,  ct  aliliL 
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outline  of  tho  work  lina  been  taken  from  tlic  Annals  of 
Nenaf;h,  InnUfullcn,  nn<l  Ti^erniich,  but  tlie  prominent  facts 
are  occasionnllv  mixed  up  with  narratives,  wliich  Iiavc  no 
claim  to  croUibility,  and  appear  to  rest  on. no  better  nuthorit/ 
tlian  more,  popular,  nnauthcnticatod  trailitions.  In  tliis  respect, 
however,  the  writer  cannot  be  charged  witli  iiaving  any 
intention  to  impose  on  his  readers;  in  his  pre|M>ratory  epistle 
lic'niakea  a  distinct  allusion  to  these  unauthorized  |)assagea 
und  actually  admits  their  improbability.  Peter  Talbot,  Cox,* 
and  others,  have  been,  iwrliaps,  too  severe  in  their  critical 
remarks  on  this  interesting  production ;  wjiile  on  the-  other 
hand,  Peter  Walsh,  who  was  well  acqnainte<l  with  the  Irish 
language.  In  which  it  was  written,  hesitates  not  to  recommend 
it  as  "  the  best  and  most  complete  history  which  we  have  for 
the  period  of  wliith  he  hath  treated."  In  1723,  a  wretched 
tran.slation  of  it  was  prepired  for  tlirf  press  by  Dermod 
O'Connor,  which  was  published  first  in  London  and  soon  aftcrin 
Dublin.  The  inaccuracies  with  which  this  translation  abounds, 
have  served  in  a  great  measure  to  bring  the  history  iUself  into 
ilisrcputo ;  chronology,  characters,  and  facts,  are  alike  care- 
lessly uiisstatccl,  while  in  many  of  the  most  ini|>ortant  passages 
neitfier  tho  spirit  nnr  the  genuine  meaning  of  the  orignial  has 
been  aay  longer  preserved.  Doctor  GeoH'ry  Keating  did  not 
long  survive  the  publication  of  his  history.  lie  died  at  an 
advanced  age,  and  soon  after  the  accession  of  Charles  I.,  in 
1G25.  He  was  also  the  author  of  a  tract  written  in  the  Irish 
language,  and  entitled  "  A  Defence  of  the  Mass."*  2.  An 
Klouy  on  the  Death  of  the  Lord  Uecies.  3.  The  Three  Shafts 
of  t)eath.  4.  A  Uurlosiiue  on  his  servant  pinion,  and  other 
pieces. 

Patrick  Flsmiko,  a  flear  relative  to  the  lords  of  Slane, 
was  the  son  of  captain  Garret  Fleming,  and  nephew  of 
Thomas  Fleming,  archbishop  of  Dublin ;  lie  was  born  in  the 
county  of  Ixuith,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1599.  Feeling  a 
desire  to  embrace  the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  repaired  at  the 
age  of  thirteen'to  Flanders,  where  he  completed  a  course  of 
humanity  under  his  uncle,  Christopher  Cusack,  then  presideijl> 
of  the  Irish  college  at  Tournay.t  Having  spent  about  five 
years  in  this  establisbment,  he  proceeded  to  the  B'ranciscfln 
Convent  of  St.  Anthony,  in  L<mvain,  where  ho  sVved  his 
novitiate  and  was  professed  in  March,  1617;  Anthony  Hickey, 
a  teamed  Irish  Fimuciscan,  being  at  the  same  time  its  superior. 

•  liist  of  Ireland,  Epirt.  to  Reailcr. 
t  Hirini  Notitia  du  I*.  Vlomiu^  lui  cap  CuUect  .Saor. 
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Horc  ho  'appliiid  liimsclf  to  philosophical  and  theological 
exercises,  nii(l  devoted  st  considerable  portion  of  his  time  to  tho 
study  of  frish  nntiquilios,  in  wliich  ho  ap|)cnr9  to  have  taken 
a  particular  tleliglit.  He  had  long  iiince  conceived  the  design 
of  visiting  souio  of  tho  most  eminent  libraries  on  tho  continent, 
and  of  collectinjE;  materials  for  a  complete  edition  of  tho  lives 
of  tho  Irish  saints.  Accordingly  he  removed  to  Komo  m 
1623,  having  been  accompanied  by  Hugh  MacCochwcU,  who 
wtt^  at  that  time  one  of  the  most  literary  Irish  ecclesiastics  on 
tho  continent,  and  afterwards  archbishop  of  Armagh.  Pur- 
suing their  jonnicy  through  Paris,  they  accidentally  inet.jvith 
Father  Hugh  Word,  who  had  been  then  bustly  cniproyed  m 
, gleaning  from  tire  libraries  ortliat  city  a  prodigious  collection 
of  valuable  matter  connected  with  the  ecclesiastical  antiquitips 
of  Irelanil,  l''ron\  this  distinguished  man,  Fleming  received 
the  most  flattering  cHCOurngcmont ;  they  determined  to  enter 
on  tlikwork  with  united  exertions,  and  while  one  was  engaged 
at  I'aris.'tfio^ other,  it  was  agreed,  should  explore  the  libraries 
of  IJpmc,  and' collate  \vhatover  might  be  uscMil  and  rdro  in  its 
valuable  archives.  l\)r  this  purimse  Kloniing  and  \\\f  com- 
panion proceeded  on  their  journey  towards  Itjily.  In  Roiho 
our  antiquarian  collected  immense  (lilcs  of  soarco  and  curious 
manuscripts;  these  he  trannlated  and  arranged  with  incrcdiblo 
labonr,  and  when  completed  ho  caused  them  to  be  carefully 
transmitted  to  Ward,  who  was  still  occupied  in  enriching  his 
own  splendid  collection  of  documents  in  Paris.  At  this  period 
the  Irish  College  of  St.  Isidore  in  Home,  having  just  been 
established,  Patrick  Fleming  was  appointed,  by  oriler  of  his 
superior,  to  preside  in  tho  school  of  philosophy.'  He  con- 
tinued, however,  to  apply  a  great  portion  of  his  time  to  his 
favourite  antiquarian  pursuits  until  about  throe  years  after- 
wards, when  he  received  a  second  precept  to  return  to  Louvain, 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  as  lecturer  of  metaphysics  in  tho 
(/olloge  of  St.  Anthony;  tho  duties  of  which  situation  he 
dischnrgod  with  singular  cleverness  until  1631.  In  the  com- 
mencement of  this  year,  another  celebrated  establishment  was 
provided  for  tho  Irish  Franciscans  in  the  city  of  Prague;  it 
was  founded  by  the  emperor  Ferdinand  II.,  at  tho  solicitation 
of  Father  Malachy  Fallon,  and  was  dedicated  to  the  imma- 
cnlate  conception  of  the  Rlessed  Virgin.  On  this  occasion 
Father  Fleming  was  ordered  to  repair  to  Progue,  where  he 
was  constituted  the  first  guardian  and  also  the  principal 
lecturer  in   divinity.     Whilst  proceeding  on  his  journey  to 

.*  E«  Archir,  S.  Isidori,  »nn-  v.  a.  vi. 
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Prague,  he  committod  a  Inrgo  portion  of  his  manuscripta 
to  the  caro  of  Moret,  a  celebrated  ]>rinter  at  Antwerp.  This 
collection,  whicli  comprised  a  copious  life  of  St.  Colunibanus 
enriched  with  annotations,  also  the  monastic  rule  and  peni- 
tential of  that  great  man,  the  penitential  of  Cummeiii),  and 
other  tracts,  remained  unpublisluAl  until  about  forty  years 
after,  when  tlicy  were  edited  by  the  caro  of  Thomas  tjirinus, 
a  learned  Irish  Franciscan,  nnuer  the  title  of  "  Collectanea 
Sacra."  Father  Fleming  had  not  been  long  settled  in  Prague, 
when  that  city  was  besieged  by  the  forces  of  tlie  elector  of 
Saxonv.  With  nn  intention  of  oniicting  his  escape,  ho  fled 
from  the  town  in  com|>any  with  Father  Matthew  Hore,  an 
Irish  ecclesiastic  of  tho  sumo  order;  but  they  had  scarcely 
advanced  beyond  tho  walls,  when  they  were  overtaken  by 
a  band  of  miscreants,  who  put  them  to  death.*  Uesides 
the  Collectanea  Sacra,  Patrick  Fleming  has  also  written : — 
1.  Dissertatio  do  Monastica  S.  Colurabani  professione;  2. 'Vita 
Heverendi  Patris  Hugonis  Cavelli  (fclac  Cagliwell);  3.  Chro- 
nieon  Consecrihi  Petri  Katisbon^.  ,:, . 

(JniiisTOPiiKR  4Ioi.LV)VOOD,  a  learned  Jesrtif,  disfin^uiJhed , 
by  the  appellation  "A  Sacro  Bosco,"  becamu  eminent  as  a 
polemical  writer,  ^ndfl)n{|j|shed  in  the  commencement  of  the 
rcifn  o(  James  I.  At  the  npa  vf  tlwenty-oncy  ho  entered  uito 
the  society  of  the  Jesuits,  and  complc^d  his  studies  at  P8nt- 
a-Mousson,  in  Lorrain;  ho  afterwards  removed  to  Padua, 
where  ho  delivered  lecture^on  dogmatical  theology  for  some 
years.  Owing  to  the  persecutions  of  Etizabeth,  and  the 
intolerance  of  her  sncccssor,_tho  Church  of  Ireland  had  been 
at  this  period  in  a  deplorable  state.  Hollywood  received  an 
order  from  his  general  to  enter  on  the  mi3slorw>f  that  country; 
but  on  his  j'ourney  through  FnglatuI,  he  was  recoj^nized  and 
'  cast  into  prison.  liy  the  influence  of  some  friends,  h6  was 
soon  after  set  at  liberty  and  allowed  to  proceed  to  Ireland, 
where  he  presided  over  the  society  for  twelve  years,  and 
died  in  102*1.  The  writings,  as  well  as  the  |ircaching  of  this 
eminent  divine,  had  so  completely  defeated  tho  fanatical  views 
of  James  I.,  that  at  tho  memorable  conference  which  took 
place  between  that  monarch  and  tho  Irish  CathoHc  delegates, 
in  1(>14,  he  became  unable  to  command  his  feelings,  -and 
continued  to  indulge  in  a  lengthened  strain  of  invective,  both 
against  the  primato  Peter  Lombard.t  an>l  the  Jesuit  Chris- 
topher Uollywood.t    Tho  only  writings  of  this  learned  mau 

•  WMldiDK,  >'*  Script  Onl      t  Tliu  learnod  prelats  di«d  in  Borne  in  I62&. 
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which  have  been  pul)li«lioil  nrc:  1.  Dcfonsio  dccroti  Tridoii- 
tini  ct  SentvntiiB  Uclhtrmini  do  Auctoritato  Viil^utmpditionia; 
Antwerp,  1(SU4.  ^,  Libellus  do  Vera  ac  vuibili  Kccledia; 
Antwi-rp,  lti04. 

Hugh  Wabd  (VnrdoMis),  an  eminent  nntiquiirian,  nns  » 
native  of  tlio  couiitv  of  U»nei;nl<  nnd  cnd>raced  tlic  Fran- 
ciKvaii  institute  at  Sulaninncn,  about  tlio  cloHe  of  tlio  roif;n  of 
Elizabctli.*  Tliu  di'linlit  wliicli  he  felt  in  invo8tij;ating  tlio 
antii|uitie8  of  liis  country,  and  in  searcinn;;;  after  itH  recorda, 
induced  liiin  to  reside  some  years  in  Paris,  tlio  libraries  of 
which  city  had,  in  this  ape,  been  richly  furnished  with  curioua 
and  ancient  inaniiscriptK,  collected  in  the  middle  nges  from 
various  nations,  and  particularly  I'roiii  Ireland.  In  the  sixth 
and  subscijuent  centuries,  when  the  schools  of  Ireland  were 
fre(|uente<l  by  students  from  distant  nations,  the  great  majoritr 
vf  them  were  tlioso  who  had  come  either  from  tlio  soutli 
of  Germany,  or  from  tlio  western  coasts  of  Gaul.  These 
•cliolars,  on  returniii;;  to  their  native  country,  were  sure  to 
bring  back  with  them  a  supply  of  miinuscripts,  which  they 
had  either  tmnscribcd  from  the  cojiics  of  tlio  schools,  or 
received  from  the  dictates  of  their  musters.  These  manu- 
scripts, after  having  been  conveyed  to  <lii)erent  parts  of  the 
continent,  fell  at  leiif;th  into  the  |H>sseasion  of  the  monastic 
coiiiiiiunilii'S,  by  which  means  they  were  preserved;  but 
during  the  convulsions  of  these  /revolutionary  eras,  they 
remained  in  a  neglected  state,  ami  were  at  length  consigned 
to  the  obsi'uro  shelves  of  the  maguiliceiit  ffiWrtW  with«'»»lti<t6  ' 
tlie.sc  kingdoms  abounded.  With  tliiscircumstanco  Ward  had 
been  well  ac(|naiuteil ;  accordingly,  after  having  termiiiateil  his 
labours  in  the  I'lench  capital,  bo  proceeded  to  the  monastic 
and  cathedral  libraries  in  Kouen,  llarileiir,  and  Nantes,  and 
afterwards  visited  many  of  the  ancient  estiiblishnients  of 
Flanders,  w  here  lie  discovered  a  rich  store  of  literary  treasure, 
including,  among  other  matters,  several  synodical  acts  and 
martyrological  anlhorities  relative  to  tlio  antiquity  of  the 
archdioeesouf  Dublin.  Having  thus  terminated  hisanliqnariau  ' 
researches,  he  retired  to  the  Irish  Convent  of  St.  Anthony  at 
Louvaii^,  where  tie  was  appointed  lecturer  in  divinity,  and 
afterwards  Its  giiurdiun.  In  this  establishment  he  became 
ac<|uaintcd  w  ith  Michael  O'Clery,  the  celebrated  principal  com- 
piler of  the  Annals  of  Donegal,  usually  styled  "  the  Annals  of 
the  Four  Mnstei-s,"  and  of  whom  we  shall  take  occasion  to  treat 
hereafter.     Ward,  already  acquainted  w  ith  the  character  of 
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thin  extraordinary  man,  was  at  onco  ilutcrniincd  to  avail  liim- 
SL'ir  of  (lis  nssislnnce.'  He  disclosed  to  liini  the  plans  wliich  lio 
lind  lung  since  formed,  of  rescuing  from  nidivion  both  the  civil 
and  religions  antiiinitiea  of  hi.t  nativo  land,  particularly  his 
s^csign  of  ciinipiling  in  one  authentic  record  the  acts  of  the 
«aint«  and  learned  characters  of  his  country.  Accordingly,  ho 
induced  hini  to  re|>air  tu  Ireland,  and  collect  such  materials  as 
ho  might  ileeni  necessary  for  these  interesting  subjects* 
O'Clory,  impelled  by  a  spirit  of  patriotism  as  well  as  of  religion, 
i-eturnoil  to  Ireland,  wliere  ho  commenced  his  labours,  and 
according  as  tlie  documents  had  been  collated,  tlicy  were  trans- 
mitted in  piles  to  the  college  of  St.  Anthony  at  Louvain.  Tho 
death  of  Ward,  howpver,  put  an  end  to  all  these  noble  inten- 
tions:-Ijcroro  tho  materials  could  be  arranged,  or  even  careCully 
examined,  tliii  leahied  and  indefatigable  antiquarian  cbosml  his 
career:  (lie  died  in  his  convent  on,the8tli  of  November  lo35.t 
Tho  manuscripts  which  he  liiiliself  had  transcribed,  together 
with  those  wluoir  ho  had  received  from  Patrick  Fleming  and 
Micha^  O'Clery,  were  aftcr\Vard8  emph)ycd  by  John  Co^gan,^ 
when  compiling  his  cclebrated'ifroriryilu;/'  Acta  Sawtot^iirf," 
or  Jiveii'of  (he  saints  of  Ireland.  Tho'woilMof  Hugh  Ward, 
"\VHic«  have  been  edited  were:  1.  Dissertiitip  do  S.  Itumoldi 
patria;  with  learned  amplifications,  by  Sirinus;  Lovanii,"1662. 
2.  Do  Nomcnchitura  llibernio!.  3.  I)e  Statu  dt  processn 
Vi'toris  in  Ilibcrnia  IJeipublica;.  4.  Marty rologium  ex  MultiS 
vetustis  I'Vslilogiis  latino — Ilibcrnicum.  5.  Aniigraphen  Mag- 
nalinm  S.  Patricii.     6.  Iiivcstigatio  Ursniana;  expeditionis. 

Michael  OX'lkrt  (Cleirigh),  the  distinguished  Irish  antii- 
quarian  to  wfioin  wo  have  already  alluded,  was  a  nativo  of  tho 
county  of  Donegal,  ami  was  liorn  about  the  year  1580. 
Humble  in  heart,  and  gifted  with  religious  as  well  as  national  . 
feelings,  he  retired  to  tho  Franciscan  Convent  <if  St.  Anthony 
in  I..ouvain,  where,  after  his  probationary  year,  ho  wa»'  pro- 
fessed, and  became  a  lav-brother  in  that  community.  His  extra- 
ordinary knowledge  of  tho  Irish  language,  and  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  antiquities  of  his  country,  were  soon 
recognized  and  appreciated  by  his  guardian,  tho  learned 
Hugn  Ward,  at  whose  request  O'Clery  repaired  to  Ireland, 
for  tho  purpose  of  collecting  Irish  manuscripts,  and  of  con- 
sulting tile  most  ancient  and  approved  records  of  the  nation. 
In  the  execution  of  this  laborious  task  he  s|)ent  fifteen  years,^ 
during  which  period  ho  collected  numberless  memoirs  of  the 
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Iriiik  aafnts  with  tlirir  genealogies,  several  old  peiiitontiuls, 
four  different  ancient  nmrtyrologies,  and  immense  piles  of 
otiier  valuable  monilnicnts  of  antiquity.  Tlicso  documents 
he  carefully  transmitted  to  Ward,  wlio  at  that  time  had  keen 
busily  employed  in  compiling  n  voluminous  record  of  the  acta 
of  the  saints  of  Ireland.  Ou  this  occasion  it  was  that 
O'Clory  had  conceived  the  grand  design  of  reducing  into 
one  splendid  collection,  all  tlio  civil  and  ecclesiastical  records 
of  thu  whole  nation,  scattered,  as  they  had  been,  over  the  wild 
nnd  desolate  recesses  of  the  country;  just  like  the  inhabitants 
thomsolvrs,  whiiso  unfortunate  history  they  f<{  fuithfully 
unfolded.  lie  travelled  through  the  most  unfrequented  ^n(l 
remote  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  in  search  of  nianuscripU  and 
other  ancient  uiatcrials,  and  having  returned  to  Ins  native 
county  bf  Donegal,  he  digested  them  into  ordi^r,  and  reduced  < 
the^)  into  three  hiatoricaltreatises'.  T|^o  first  tract  cotitained 
a  succinct  account  of  the  kings  of  Ir«land,  the  years  of  their 
reign,  tli/;ir  genealogies,  the  year  of  the  world,  or  of  the 
Christian  jpm,  in  which  each  of  tlioui  died,  and  the  manner  in 
-whicit  they  en<lod  their  days.  The  second  treatise  compre- " 
liendedt  a  genealogy  of  the  saints  of  Ireland,  arranged  under 
tliirty-!|UYen  classes  or  heads,  and  bringing  each  saint  through 
a  long"*io  of  ancestors,  down  to  the  root  of  the  family  from 
which  ho  was  descended.  The  tlurd  treatise  included  the 
history  of  tlio  aborigines  or  first  Wltlers  in  Ireland;  of  its 
revolutions  and  subjugations  since  the  period  of  the  deluge ; 
of  the  succession  of  its  kings,  their  treaties,  wars,  and  battles, 
and  other  public  events  of  the  islaiiil,  from  the  year  27.8  after 
the  flood,  to  the  years  of  Christ,  1171.'  This  book  Li  called 
"  Lcabbar  Oabbaltas,"  or  the  book  of  conquests.  These  three 
treatises  are  extant  in  manuscript;  to  the  discredit, however,  of 
modern  times,  they  are  still  suffered  to  remain  unpithlished. 
Uut  the  iiu'iiuirable  work  which  must  nlied  an  etcriuA  ray  of 
fame  arouml  the  memory  of  Michael  0'(Jlery  is,  "  The  Annals 
of  Donegal,"  or  as  they  are  generally  styleif,  "  The  Annals  of 
the  Four  plasters."  IJefore  O'Clery  entered  on  the  compila- 
tion of  these  national  annals,  ho  had  actually  got  hito  his 
possession  almost  all  the  ancient  manuscripts  and  authenticated 
records  of  the  kingdom.  These  he  compared,  criticized,  and 
]>urged;  ho  corrected  the  narratives,  reformed  the  chronology, 
and  reduced  the  whole  into  one  spleiulid  system  of  genuine 
national  history.     Having  dius  proc<edcd,iu  the  execution  of 
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)ii»  work,  ho  ritireil  to  tlio  convent  of  Donogal,  nml  procured 
tlic  as»i«tftnco  of  five  other  Hiiti<|imriaii8,  for  tho  purpose  of 
perfuctinj;  tho  Jioble  ilt-«i^;i>  wliicU  lie  had  contciniilatcd.  Tho 
■inino8  of  these  (leariicil  Irishiiivii  were,  I'crfesaiiis  O'Conryi 
Maurice  O'vonry,  anil  IVregrino  O'Diihjrennan  (O'Ouignan), 
nil  tioin  the  cou^ity  of  Uoscornnion;  I'urcKrino  O'Clery  and 
Conor  O'Clery,  from  the  county  of  Donopal;*  and  hence  tho 
Vfork,  if  pr(j|>orly  Rtylod,  inl);l>t  have  been  entitled,  "  Tho 
Annal!i  of  the  His  Rlanlors."  H  ..  >.vc'r,  the  principal  compllera 
were  Mlclirttl,Q"Cl<yy.  Ferfcsaius  '^)'Conry,  I'cregrino  O'Clery, 
Hud  l*erof;rino  O'Lluli^^cnnan.  These  annals  comprise  two 
hirgo  quarto  volinueV  Tho  anli(|uarlnn!i  entered  on  the  com- 
pilation of  the  liifi^t  vuluniu  in  iti'.'rJ.  It  commences  a.u.  ibil, 
and  comes  down  to  the  year  of  our  Lord  1171.  The  princi- 
pal works  wliicll  they  consulted  for  this  vidumo  were  the 
Annals  of  Innisfallen;  the  book  of  Clonmacnoisc;  the  book  of 
the  Island  of  All  Saints,  on  Kouf;Ii  Uive,  which  came  down  to 
the  yyar  \i'21 ;  the.book  of  >Senait  MacManuson  Lough  Erne, 
ii9U:illy  cidled  "  Tl(o  Annals  of  Ulster;"  tho  records  of  tho 
Mavlconaires  (O'Co'nrys);  the  hook  of  the  O'Dulgenans  of 
Kiirunan ;  the  Annals  of  I'igernacli ;  and  the  Book  of  Uecords  of 
tho  .Mac  Firbirs'.  The  second  volume  was  commenced  in  tho 
year  l(i;i,"),  and  begins  at  a.d.  l.'iH;"*;  after  which  it  proceeds  in 
chroniiloj'ical  or.lir  duwn  to  the  year  ll'iOn;  it  was  afterwards 
coiitinuea  to  lUOO.  lloncu  it  appeal's  that  tho  annals  of  one 
hun<lrt'd  and  sixty  four  years  have  perished.  Tho  princi|>al 
works  employed  for  this  voliimo  were,  tho  book  of  the  ilaol- 
couaircs  (OConrys),  coming  down  to  the  year  1.505;  the  hook 
of  tho  O'Duigonans,  from  900  to  l,3i)2;  a  fi-agmcnt  of  llio 
book  of  Cam  Clery,  from  ll'81  to  IbM;  the  book  of  Maolin 
Mac  Ilrodin,  from  ISHG  to  lt!()2;  and  various  other  approved 
ancient  chronicles  of  Ireland,  comprehending  both  tho  civil 
and  eccle.siiistica!  history  of  the  country.  The  civil  records 
cnibriice  a  |>eriod  Of  three  thousand  years,  and  the  ecclesiastical 
commence  with  the  establishment  of  Christianity,  ami  are 
brought  down  to  tho  year  l(!3(i.  Thii  transactions  connected 
with  tho  compilalion  of  these  national  annals  have  been  attested 
and  signed  by  Iternard  O'Clery  and  Maurjco  Ultach,  guardians 
of  tho  KrancLscan  convent  of  Donegal,  in  which  they  had  been 
completed;  while  the  expenses  of  the  antiqmirians  luul  been 
(lefrayeil  by  Ferrall  O'Gara,  an  opuleflt  anil  patriotic  dynast 
of  that  country.t    Tho  Annals  of  the  Ftinr  Masters   have 
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liPMi  received  'willi  an  qlmost  tacred  rcupoct  by  all  writers, 
holli  micicnt  mid  niodeni;  wliilo  Colfrnn,  I^yncli,  and  other 
loven  of  antiijuity,  appear  to  "vie  with  each  other  in  placing 
tho  inoKt  lieaiitiriil  eulogiunis  around  the  memory  of  the 
h'arircd  and  Inlioriotin  men  by  whom  thoy  had  hcen  compiled.* 
MicIi:iol  O'dlory  had  alitu  pudlislicd  a  worl«  entitled  "Seanason 
Nim(lli."or  (;lo38ary  of  tho  most  dllKcult  and  ohsoloto  words  in 
the  Irish  lan^nngc;  Lovapii,  1613.  After  a  life  apcnt  in  the 
uejvice  of  rcliijion,  of  lit<;raturo  ami  of  hisf  country,  this  great 
%n'an  finished  hiif  career  in  his  native  land:  ho  died  in  hii 
convent  of  Donegal,  Aj).  1G43. 

David  UoTil,.hi9l|pp  of  Ossory,  a<Pd,a  distingnished  member 
of  the  aiiprenie  council,  was  born  in  Kilkenny  in,  the  year 
IftTS.  The  spirit  of  tliis  intolerant  age  having  evclnded  him 
from  the  advunl:ige  of  an  ecclesiastical  education  in  his  native 
land,  ho  resolved  to  retire  to  tho  continent,  where  ho  became 
an  alumnus  of  the  Irisli  Secular  College  at  Douay,  and  after 
some  years  took  out  a  degree  of  master  in  sacred  theology. 
Ho  returned  to  Ireland  about  the  close  of  the  reign  of 
Eli7..ibuth,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  perilous  duties  of 
pastor  in  the  diocese  of  Ossory  with  great  Krinness  and  ability, 
riie  inestimable  beiielils  resulting  from  the  learning  and  labours 
of  this  excellent  missioner  were  soon  recognized;  ho  was 
honoured  witii  peculiar  marks  of  esteem  from  tho  cardinal 
Jirotector  at  Drussels,  was  appointed  prq(lionotary  apostolic, 
and  was  ultimately  constituted  vicar-geiwttil  of  the  archdiocese 
of  Armagh.t  Tho  see  of  Ossory  had  ^eniaiuoil  vacant  siiico 
the  death  of  iu  prelate,  Thomas  Strong,  in  1601,  including  a 
perioil  of  Bevcnteen  years.  It  was,  therefore,  vletermined  in  n 
consistory  hehl  under  Paul  V.  in  IfilS,  that  provision  shonhl 
bo  made  for  the  see;  aiW  accordingly,  at  the  instance  of  cardi- 
nal Verallo,  protector  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  David  Itoth 
was  nominated,  and  promoted  soon  after  to  the  see  of  Ossory. J 
He  presiiled  over  that  diocese,  and  had  possession  of  the  ancient 
cathedral  of  St.  Canice  in  Kilkenny,  during  the  memorable 

Iwriod  of  the  supreme  council.  This  prelate  is  represented 
>y  Borl.ise  as  having,  in  lOlfi,  interdicted  the  city  of  Kil- 
kenny, becanso  the  supremo  council  had  agreed  to  tlio  peace 
contrary  to  the  commands  of  the  nuncio.§  However  this 
may  bo,  it  is  certain  that  the  treaty  of  1C48  had  received 
Ilia  approbation,  and  that  ho  then  declined  putting  the  sen- 
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tenco  of  intcrilict  into  execution;  n  oircnmstanco  wliicli  • 
called  forth  the  interference  of  the  archbisliop  of  Dublin, 
Thortttui  FIcnitiiH,  through  the  mccliuin  of  an  ofllciiil  docu- 
ment. In  it  that  inetro|Hilitan  cxhorta  and  c.vcn  coininandg 
Iiim  to  rnuso  tho  cenaure  to  bo  observed,  both  in  hii  own 
'  cathedral  and  in  all  the  other  churches  of  hia  diocese.  This 
letter  of  tho  arvhbi.ihop  is  cxtnnt;,  but  with  the  nature  of 
the  answer  which  had  been  roturnodKor  withapy  of  its  results, 
wo  liave  not  been  rondo  aA|uainted.*  Tho  nfflTracter  of. 
David  Kotli  has  beep  deservedly  eulogized  by  loTeral  eminent 
writuM:  Usslicr  aeknowlcdjjcs  himself  indebted  toJiimforV, 
information  on  various  8ubje(%i,  and  styles  him  "  a  moit 
diligent  inquirer  into  tho  antl(iuities  oi^  his  country,"!  ^lulo 
.Messin^iam  ilcclarcs  "that  he  was  well  versed  in  all  sorn  of 
learning;  was  an  eloquent  orator,  a  subtle  philoso|thor,  a 
profound  divine,  an  eminent  historian,  and  a  sharp  reprover  of 
vicc."t  This  venerable  prelate  lived  but  a  very  short  time 
after  tho  overthrow  of  tho  supremo  council.  Ho  died  in  1650, 
and  in  the  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age.  David  Uoth  has 
written:  1.  Analccta  Safra,  nova  et  mira,  do  rebus  Catho- 
lieorum  pro  fido  et  rellgiono  gcstis.  This  work  wus  published 
under  tho  signature  T.  N;  Pliiladelpho — Coloning,  1611),  and  is 
divided  into  three  sections:  tho  first  section  contains  an  histo- 
rical narrative  of  the  persecutions  of  tho  Catholics  of  Ireland 
during  the  administration  of  Chichestcrf  the  second  section 
jiresents  ail  impressivo  exhortation  to  those  who  are  already 
nmrkuil  out    or  persecution,  and  the  third  part  embraces  tho 

*  ArulitvcflH.  J|«i(lori.— Tbo  fuUuwiiig  is  •  copy  of  the  letter  uf  tho  aruh* 
bikh<i|i  uf  Dtlhliti :  — 

*' Itevercnilimiino  DniiiiDO—lncxplicnhili  moo  dolore  intellcxi,  Iteveren. 
dnmhiatioiiem  V(*8tnu»  f.ic«Tc  tlifliciiltatem  iti  o1>c(lii'n«I'>  m.iii<latu  a[MMtolicif 
lIliiHt  Domini  Nuiitii  citva  ottiuTvntionftn  liiUmlioti  ct  CoiMnticmi^  n  liivinia, 
in  nmgiutni  l'>.'cU'Hia»tien*  iuritulietioiiia  projiidiciuQi.  <^)iis  eiiim  ox  prcbtia 
jiotont  i-xiM-'oturooU'ilioiitiain  in  hcv  roK"",  si  nmiiitatA  D.  Xuutii  nei^lugautur 
H  prolato,  <|ui  K|)ociaIcin  olKMlioiiliam  jiiravit  Suili  Ait<)i,t«)]ii'fpT  l<leo  tanqiiaiil 
mt'tro|tt)litauUH  voKt4^r  pro  lueadigiiitato  t-t  aiithoritato,  Uominationein  Vostnun 
iniinoo,  liiirtor  ac,  mtaiitum  iu  mo  en^  pnucipitt,  (it  pro  inAJ<iri  Doi^Kloria,  ao 
pnt  hoiiorc  Hanotffi  Sotlia  AlMWtnliuc  oju-^ino  .S'tintij,  ct  pro  h.aliito  aiiimanint 
innooeuliH  |M)pvih,  faoiat  loWrilictuin  ut  Ct<SK.itioiicni,  tain  iu  aua  C'athcdmli 
EcoK'sia,  iiiialu  :<t  ;:Iiis  ojioi  ctvitatia  ot  iliioccniii.  puuotualiter  oLiMcrvari  Jiuta 
toaoniln  priedictn'  lontontia,  ct  ul^lni  tlecroti  in  Af*o»tottciii  Htfulatoriiti^  ApjHil- 
Jationia,  tiuitiim  nic  rcfon*.  Qmntsi  seciui  fccont,  Kjjo  hi-wo  t- roncm  tneam 
conRoiciitlnn).  et  Wstram  reliuipio  ilivino  joilicii>,etSptliB  AiioHt^iIic*  ceujiurK. — 
Diihliuii  ex  mco  enl>icnIo  iu  convcntu  S'  Kradciaci  dio  10  Juuii  ItUR. 
*'  Keveren.  Uomiuationii  V'oatiw  ServuB, 

"Fk.  Thomas  DuMiuieiutia," 

t  rrimord.  p.  T,i;.  }  Floriltg.  p.  87. 
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.history  of  several  hiahoiw,  prii>stii,an(l  otlicrs,wlio  Buffered  under 
Elizabotli  and  Jnmca  I.*  Ho  lins  alau  written:  2.  llibornia 
U(<iiiirgen|.  H.  ])u  Noniinibut  llibcniia'  Tractatus.  4.  Eluci- 
datiuncs  m  Vitiiln  S.  IVtriciJ  n  Jucclino  Scriptain.   S5.  Iliero- 

Smpliiu  Iliborniiu.  C.  Drigida  Tliaumntur);a.  7.  Dc  Scriptoruni 
umuncliituni  n  'riiiiinn  l)('uii>atiTO  u(titu  Priccidancuinf 
I>UKK  Wadding,  to  wliose  talents  and  labours  the  ecclesiastical 
writers  of  both  ancient  and  modern  times  liavo  been  indebted, 
^flourished  nt  this  period,  and  obtained  a  pre-eminent  rank 
umon);  tho  literary  characters  of  the  seventeenth  century.. 
Ho  WHS  bom  in  the  city  of  Waterfurd,  a.d.  \bW;  his  father, 
Walter,  having  been  a  citizen  of  considerable  eminence,  and 
his  mother,  Annstasia  Lombard,  a  near  relative  of  the  illus- 
trious Peter  hombarit,  archbishop  of  Arniagh.t  In  tho  fifteenth 
year  of  his  ug<v  he  accompanied  his  brother  Matthew  to 
Portugal,  and  entered  the  Irish  semhiary  at  Lisbon,  where  he 
studied  |ihilnsophy  under  the  instruction  of  tho  Jesuits. 
Having  completed  his  philosophical  course,  he  retired  to  tho 
Franciscan  Convent  of  tho  Immaculate  Conception  at  Malo- 
zinlios,  situated  about  three  miles  from  Oporto;  here  he  made 
his  novitiate  and  was  professed  on  the  2Hrd  of  September, 
1605,  having  then  uttaiiied  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  age. 
With  an  intention  of  prosecuting  his  ecclesiastical  studies,  no 
soon  after  proceeded  to  a  convent  of  his  order  at  Liria,  and 
from  tlicnpe  to  Lisbon,  wlieio  lie  read  divinity,  and  ultimately 
to  Coimbra,  in  which  place  ho  continued  for  three  years.  His 
learning  as  well  as  his  virtues  having  now  rendered  liini 
universally  esteemed,  ho  was  ordained  |)nest  in  the  cathedral 
of  Visco,  by  tho  venerable  bishop  of  that  place,  John  Emanuel. 
At  tho  earnest  de.iire  of  his  superiors.  Father  \Va<lding  imme- 
diately after  returned  to  Coimbra,  where  ho  soon  became 
distinguished  as  nn  cloiiuunt  preacher,  having  been  at  tho 
time  an  excellent  Greek  an<l  Hebrew  scholar,  and  a  perfect 
master  of  tho  Portuguese  and  Castilion  languages.  Tlie 
strong  inclination  wliicli  ho  liatl  always  eviiiceil  for  study  and 
retirement,  at  length  induced  him'  to  reliiiqnish  these  avoca- 
tions; lie  accordingly  removed  to  Salamanca,  and  was  appointed 
lecturer  of  ilivinity,  the  duties  of  which  office  ho  continued 
to  discharge  with  great  applause  until  the  year  1G18.    At  that 

k 

•  Viile  WocWin^,  <tn  Scrip,  p.  9X 

t  Alon^  with  Hiow  works,  Uotti  left  at  the  time  of  liiH  ili'atli  Ail  liX'cIe- 
MJlstical  IlisU'ry  of  Irulaiit),  t4i  thoconiiiiiatiun  of  wbiuk  hu  ilcv<tt«<l  fifty  yean; 
liiii  ihiaiiQiNiiiant  M.S.,  m  Well  a-t  tbat  of  the  lIiur»Kraiihia,  fell  into  the  IiaikIa 
of  the  (Vonin'clliaiH  wlien  Kilkenny  «urron<lere<l- 

J  Ex  Vita  n  K.  llari>lili>,  Annal  Miu.  t.  1. 


SiS  KtLFAUsncAL  iiitTonT  or  intuxn. 

time  Anthony  a  Trpjo,  bislinp  of  CArtlicponn,  won  (it-opnring 
to  procccil  on  an  cnilinnsy  to  I'uul  V.,  having;  been  commit- 
nione'l  hy  I'liilip  III.  to  inveiiti;.mto  tlio  niientien  relative  to  (lie 
Imnia#lato  Concoplinn  of  tlio  llli-siied  Virjjin.  "  It  \vn«  custo- 
iiini^  on  such  occn.iionn  to  nnn'iinatc  some  eminent  divine,  who 
was  Ihoreliy  privilcjjcil  to  acconipanv  tho  cmhaasy,  and  was  to 
he  consulted  on  uU  nialters  of  doulu  or  difHculty ;  Waddin(», 
who  was  then  n  his  tliirtietli  year,  was  ilie  person  whom  that 
prelate  liad  selei'ted',  and  haviilf;  arrived  at  Itonio  about  tho 
close  of  tlio  following  sununer,  ho  was  invited  to  reside  at  the 
palace  of  Cardinal  Gabrlul  a  Trejo,  brothsr  to  the  bishop  of 
Curlhe^cna.  The  splendour  of  a  palace,  iiowover,  appeared 
to  him  as  altoffctlior  inconsistent  with  the  humility  of  his  re- 
l"ions  profession;  lie,  therefore,  continued  but  a  short  time 
with  the  cardinal,  and  »hon  withdrew  to  tho  Franciscan  Convent 
of  St.  I'eter  in  Moiifc  /I  urea. 

It  would  bo  dillicult  to  (flscribo  the  literary  labours  which 
this  j»reat  man  h;id  n'ow  to  encounter.  After  having  consulted 
tli,o  Vatican  and  olln^archivcs  in  Romc.he  travelled  to  I'crousc, 
Assisi,  Naples,  and  other  places,  in  search  of  materials.  He 
may  be  said  to  hiivo  actually  lived  in  the  libraries,  wliero 
witliont  thinkin;;  of  rest  or  food,  he  spent  whole  ilays  and 
niflhta  in  collectinf;  and  transcribing,  and  has  written"  Tho 
entire  acts  of  that  lepation.''  During  this  |)criod  ho  also  com- 
posed and  iiublished  various  treatises  on  tho  Iininaculato 
Conception,  to  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  allude  here- 
after :  he  conii>ilcd  the  "  Opuscula  S.  Francisci,"  in  three  books, 
from  the  arcliives  in  which  they  ha4  been  deposited;  ho 
discovered  the  Commentaries  of  Angelus  do  Vai  in  manu- 
script; the  Hebrew  Concordances  of  tho  holy  Scriptures  in 
four  tomes  by  Marian  Calasius,  and  the  Concordantias  S. 
Antonii,  all  of  which  ho  carefully  revise<l  and  published. 
Wadding,  having  thus  succeeded  in  his  literary  discoveries, 
directs  his  attenli<ni  to  tho  writings  of  Scotus.  He  collecteil 
all,  the  manuscripts  of  his  countryman,  John  Uuns  Scotus, 
which  had  never  been  edited,  and  these  he  illustrated  with 
valuable  scholia.  He  tlien  collected  such  portions  as  liad  been 
published  with  the  commentaries  of  Cavellus,  Mauritius  a 
I'ortu,  and  others,  and  compared  them  with  tho  manuscript 
which  he  had  in  his  possession.  Ho  corrected  various  errors 
in  the  te.\t,  and  purged  tho  work  from  spurious  interpolations; 
enriching  the  whole  with  marginal  notes,  and  thiw  exhibiting 
the  genuine  Hrjwrlata  Parititinid.    To  render  the  edition  slill 
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nioro  complete,  lie  insortpil  tlio  commontiirioa  of  Cavelliin,  tlio 
mipplpiiu'iil  iif  Jdliii  I'oiici',  nnd  tlio  tlirrn  toinps  of  Mickey's 
cnminentiirlp!!  on  tlui  four  lidcik*  uf  St'iiteiicva ;*  and  liaviii>; 
tlicn  nit(l(-il  u  prcliiiiinnry  (li^tcrtation  nml  n  lii'e  of  8<^otU9,  ho 
piililUliud  tlic  wliiilc  lit  l-yoiiH,  1(i;i!l,  in  nixlocii  volumes,  folio, 
mid  dediciiled  the  work  to  I'liilip  IV.  Wmldiii;;  had  n^w 
dutermliioil  ihiit  the  incniory  of  the  jjrent  men,  with  which  Ilia 
order  nlioiindcd,  iilioiild  not  bu  ('oii»i).'nod  tu  ohlivion.  lie 
areorilin^ly  un<lerto<)k  the  tusk,  iittended  n.s  it  iiiuat  biivc  been 
%vith  iinniciiiiu  hilionr,  nml  pnliliihed  a  llililiothequo  of  tho 
Kmnciiieiin  Order  (Scriptores  Onliiiis  Minornin,  Itiiniiv,  1G50). 
Ahnnt  thin  lime  ho  published  also  a  correct  edition  of  tho 
Work  of  John  (Inalleimis,  a  learned  Kranciscnii,  entitled  "  Ue 
Orulo  Moruli,"  which  had  been  falsely  attributed  to  Ra3'niuiid 
.Torihin.a  Keuuhir  Canon;  anil  about  two  years  after  lie  revised 
mill  edited  the  Life  of  St.  Anselni,  bishop  of  Lucca,  to)^othcr 
with  the  Lives  of  the  I'oiich  nnd  {'anliiiuls,  written  by  Cinconius. 
The  (xniiid  work,  however,  which  has  iminortulii'.eit  the  iiaine 
of  \Vnddin)»,  in  his  "  Antialea  Minoruin" — the  annuls  of  the 
Fmnciscnii  Order,  underlaken  at  the  conimuiid  of  his  superiors, 
nnd  in  the  execution  of  which  lie  spent  twenty-four  years, 
liesides  the  imineiise  supply  of  materials  which  he  had  drawn 
from  the  Itouiaii,  (iailican,  nnd  Spanish  archives,  ho  was 
ftirnished  with  piles  of  dnciiniunts  from  nliiin.st  all  tho  nations 
of  Ohristendoin.  'Jliese  he  arranged  wit^i  singular  chronolo- 
gical precision,  nnd  iiUimntelv  dijrested  in  n'j;lit  volumes  folio, 
under  the  title,  "  Aiiiiales  iNlinoruin,  in  quibiis  res  omnes 
Trium  Ordiiiiini  a  Sancto  Francisco  institntorum  tractanturj' 
The  first  tome  conimeiiccs  from  tiie  foundation  of  the  order, 
and  comes  down  to  the  year  1250;  the  second  tome  ad 
onniim  litOU;  the  third  tome  ad  an.  135U;  the  fourth  tome 
ad  an. '14(N);  the  ill'tli  tome  ad  an.  1450;  the  sixth  toino 
nd  nil,  1475;  the  seveptli  tome  ad  an.  1501);  the  eight 
tome  ad  an.  1540.  The  seven  first  tomes  of  these  annals 
were  published  at  Lyons;  the  first  liavinj;  issued  from  the 
press  in  16i.'i,  nnd  tlie  seventh  in  l(il8;  while  the  eighth 
tome  was  pnblished  in  Home  in  lli54.  In  the  year  1731, 
n  second  edition  of  these  annals  was  published  at  Koine,  in 
sixteen  volumes,  folio,  by  Joseph  Fonsecn  ab  Ebora,  with  sup- 

Iilenients,  and  a  copious  life  of  the  learned  Wadding,  written 
ly  his  nephew  Father  Francis  Harold. f    They  were  aftcr- 

•  fiirllickey  sml  Ponct,  MO  p.  i1.'l!)>nil,14l. 
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wards  abridged  l>y  Frnncia  Harold  and  piililinhcd  with  a  con- 
titiimtiiin  in  two  vcdumm,  f<dio.  Tlie  compilation  of  these 
und  other  voliiininous  nnrkii,  which  still  remain  to  be  noticed, 
must  hnvo  been  a  labour  ulmost  initiirmountablu ;  but  the  tower- 
inf;  niiud  and  untircd  puraereranco  of  this  irreat  man  roso 
su|H.Tior  to  uvery  diftii'ulty.  His  learning  had  how  ronilered 
him  nn  object  of  universal  eslfcm.  Philip  IV.,  in  n  letter 
written  by  that  monnrch  himself,  complimented  Wadiling  in 
terms  the  moat  llattering  Ibr  his  literary  services;  and  amonc 
tbc  number  of  his  patrons  in  Rome,  may  be  mentioned  Cardinal 
Sandova,  nrchbishop  of  Toledo,  and  many  of  the  nmbossadors 
from  the  diderent  courts  of  ICumpo. 

It  was  not  by  his  uritinf^s  alone  that  Wadding  had  contri' 
butcd  to  the  interests  of  ruli^'ion ;  he  Iwcamo  the  founder  of 
collegestwliich  continue  to  flourish  even  to  this  day,  and  have 
for  upwards  of  two  hundre<l  yem^  supplied  tlio  Church  of 
Ireland  with  an  almost  countless  host  of  active  and  distinguished 
missionaries.  It  grieved  him  to  witness  the  spirit  of  persecu- 
tion still  hovering  nround  the  ruined  and  deserted  religious 
estublislnueuts  of  his  native  country ;  and  with  equal  sorrow 
ho  beheriPtlio  scanty  and  precarious  resources  which  awaited 
the  exiled  Irish  ecclesiastic  in  distant  and  foreign  hinds.  With 
tlio  exception  of  the  College  of  St.  Anthony  at  Louvain,  his 
order  was  at  this  time  unable  to  calculate  on  a  single  Irish 
vslnbllshment  in  any  province;  while  priests,  students,  and 
postulants  were  to  bo  seen  scattered  in  crowds  over  almost 
c^  ery  nation  on  the  continent.  Wadding  at  length  undertook 
to  provitle  for  this  lamentnblo  delieiency.  Having  obtained  the 
consent  of  the  pofo,  mid  of  the  general  of  his  order,  ho  pur- 
chased a  piece  of  ground,  on  which  stood  an  hospital  or  house 
of  reception  for  iheDiscalced  Frnnciscansof  theSpanisli  nation, 
together  with  n  church  dedicated  to  St.  Isidore,  and  on  the  site 
adjoining  thereto  he  cau-sed  an  cxlensivo  and  splendid  college 
to  be  erected.  He  also  enlarged  the  church  by  an  addition  of 
six  chapel.H,  and  furnished  the  collpge  with  a  library  of  five 
thousand  printed  folios,  and  about  eight  huinlred  manuscripts. 
The  generous  citizens  of  Uoine,  to  whom  tliii  Irish  nation  owes 
an  eternal  debt  of  gratitude,  came  forward  on  this  occasion 
and  gave  the  most  bplendid  proofs  of  their  spiriteil  liberality. 
So  great  was  thi;  resiieet  which  this  religious  and  educated 
])eople  had  entertained  of  Wadding,  that  they  actually  seemed 
to  have  vied  with  each  other  in  supplying  hiin  with  money  and 
other  assistance  necessary  for  the  completion  and  embellishment 
of  tile  building.    The  founder  then  drew  up  a  body  of  consti- 
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tiitliiim,  and  procured  tho  bull  of  Urbun  VilT,  for  their  con- 
lirmatiun,  ofter  which  \ie  invitod  nil  tiio  Irii«li  Krauciscaiiii  who 
vTCio  dis|icrscd  over  S|>niii,  KlaiidiTK,  Oermaiij',  mid  other 
countrics/to  roimir  to  thu  coilego  of  St.  Isidore  and  pronecuto 
their  uludien.  I'liii  colk't-'c  w«»  Ojicnod  for  tlio  reception  of 
ntudenls,  on  tlie  24tli  of  Juno,  a.u.,  Ifi25j  tho  learned  Luko 
Wadding  liftvinj;  lieen  constituted  itn  first  f^uardinn :  Anthony 
Hiclioy,  n  niitivo  of  the  county  of  Claro,  and  Martin  WaUh, 
from  tlio  city  of  Wutorford,*  wero  tho  leelurers  in  divinity: 
the  lecturers  in  philosojihy  wero  I'litrick  Flcnuiijj.t  from  tiio 
countpf  of  I.outli,  and  John  I'once,  a  learned  Franciscan  from 
the  city  of  Cork.  Father  Wadding  was  afterwards,  at  five 
Huccessivo  chapters,  elected  guardian  of  this  invaluable  estab- 
lishment. 

His  attention  was  now  directed  to  the  interest  of  tho  secular 
mission  of  his  native  country.  For  this  purix>so  ho  had  re- 
course to  his  friend  and  patron,  Cardinal  Ludovisius,  and  having 
ncquaintcd  him  with  the  desolalo  state  of  th<r  Irish  mission,  ho 
earnestly  implored  his  assistance  in  founding  a  college  for  the 
oducation  of  Irisli  secular  priests  at  Homo.  Wadding's  request 
was  instantly  granted,  aii<l  tho  goo<l  cardinal,  besides  tho  semi- 
nary which  ho  had  founded,  had  also  generously  allotted  on  / 
annual  gionsinn  of  six  hiinilrud  crowns,  and  at  his  death  bo^ 
queallied  a  farm,  fifteen  miles  from  Uome,  and  a  yearly  rent 
of  one  thousand  crowns  for  the  support  of  the  establishment. 
The  statutes  of  this  college  were  drawn  up  by  Luko  Wadding. 
Its  first  rector  was  Owen  Callanan,  an  Irish  priest,  upon  whose 
doceaso  Father  Mintin  Walsh,  lecturer  of  St.   Isidore's  was 

tiromotcd  to  that  ofticc,  and  after  some  time  he  was  succeeded 
IV  Father  John  I'once.  The  students  of  the  LuUovisian  Secular 
CJollege,  not  having  the  opportunity  of  a  resident  professor, 
wero  for  many  years  obliged  to  attend  the  lectures  at  Isidore's, 
where  they  were  kindly  received,  and  met  with  every  possible 
attention.  Luke  Wadding  established  likewise  a  convent  for 
novices  at  Capronica,  a  retired  and  beautiful  town  about 
twenty-eight  miles  from 'Uome,  and  obtained  a  licence  from 
the  poiMj  by  a  bull  dated  the  8th  of  May,  165(5.  This 
convent  hau  been  previously  in  the  possession  of  tho  Augus- 
tiidaus.  Having  obtained  permissi<iu  from  his  holiness  to 
dispose  of  its  trifling  revenues.  Wadding,  by  that  means, 
and  with  the  liberal  assistance  of  tho  towns-people,  enlarged 
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tlio  biiililinc  and  (Ittml  it  out  for  the  rt'ceplion  of  twelvo 
novici's.  'llio  novitiate  of  ("iiproni™  bciiin  prosuotly  «iil>- 
plicil  with  subjcvtn,  Maurice  Mathewa  was  ap|iyihtccl  ita  lint 
guHiilinn. 

Tlio  cliamctor  of  Fatlier  l.uko  Wadding  was  at  this  time 
rejjnnleil  with  reverential  rtMiH'ctj  ho  was  consultod  by  the 
court  of  Uoiiiu  on  alinoal  all  ipipiilions  of  importanco;  the 
rcffulatinn  of  the  noes  ami,  in  short,  of  tho  wholo  Irinh  Church 
was  consiijneil  to  his  management,  and  esjiccially  when  Car- 
dinal LutloTisius  had  been  constituted  its  protector,  during  the 
pontificato  of  Urban  VIII. 

When,  in  1642,  tho  oppressions  of  Ireland  hail  been  carried 
beyond  the  bounds  of  endurance,  and  when  tho  nation  had 
reJidved  not  to  suller  itself  to  bo  any  longer  trampled  upon, 
Wadilinj;,  during  this  great  memorablo  struggle,  oxhibitoil 
manv  splendid  proofs  of  his  being  a  fiatriot  as  well  as  a 
scholar.  Hy  his  iiilluonco  ho  raised  several  contributions  of 
money,  whiuli  he  took  caro  to  transmit  to  the  supretnc  council ; 
ho  moreover  supplied  the  confederates  willi  a  considerable 
number  of  exixiriencod  Irish  oIKcers,  who  bad  been  trained 
to  tho  use  of  anus  in  the  S|ianish,  French  and  German 
service.  So  great  was  tho  respect  in  which  he  had  been 
hold  by  bis  Cathiflic  countrymen,  that  a  ileputation  was 
sent  from  the  supreme  "council  to  Itomo  with  n  memorial, 
reiiuesting  that  Urban  VIII.  might  be  ple:i8eil  to  advance 
him  to  the  college  of  cardinals.  When  the  deputation  arrivcil 
in  Uonie,  Wadding  got  jiossession  of  tho  document,  but  took 
care  that  it  should  never  bo  presented.  This  memorial  was, 
after  bis  iloath,  discovered  in  his  closet,  with  other  interesting 
pajiers.  The  mission  of  Peter  Francis  Scarampi  to  Ireland 
originatml  with  Wadding,  and  by  his  adVice  also  the  nuncio 
Kinuccini  was  despatched  to  the  same  country,  under  the  pon- 
tificate of  Innocent  X.  Not  many  years  after,  the  catastrophe 
conunencod,  and  tho  learned  Waildmg  lived  tut,f' ontcmplate  the 
melancholy  prostration  of  his  country.  This  fatal  event  must 
have  worked  u|ion  a  constitution  already  worn  down  by  age 
and  labour.  On  tho  19th  of  October,  1657,hc  was  seized  with 
a  |i!iin  in  his  head,  and  a  distillation,  which  terminated  in  a 
catarrh,  attended  with  an  intermitted  fever;  and,  on  the  18th 
of  tho  following  November,  he  died  in  his  favourite  Convent 
of  St.  Isidore,  in  the  seventieth  year  of  his  age.  His  rcmauis 
were  depo.sitcd  in  the  ("Imrch  of  St.  Isidore,  at  the  corner  of 
St.  Anthony's  Chapel,  towards  the  high  altar;  and  u  sump- 
tuous monuuieut>  was  soon  after  erected  to  his  memory,  by 
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Ilia  learned  and  valuvd  friend,  tliu  advucato,  Ilcrculct  Iton- 
conii>.* 

It  now  only  runuiins  to  preient  to  tho  rondvr  n  catuloaue  of 
tho  workfl,  uithvr  written  or  iiublialivd  witli  iinnotaliun«,  uy  thii 
learnoil  nmn; 

1.  Aotii  lii-^jjiitionis.  i.  Oiwra  du  Imnmculiita  Concoiiliono 
Itentat  MuriiK  Vir^iiiin;  Uonia:,  Hi'ifi.  3.  I)e  liiiptinino  U. 
Maria;  Vir^inin;  l^)nlIl',  Ki-IO.  4.  Do  Heileinptionu  It.  Mnriiu 
Vir;{iiiiii;  Uuniu;,  lt)5U.  5  Do  Mente  SS.  i'utruni  circa  imniu- 
iiitatem  Vir^inid  u  iwccnto  Ori/^inuli;  Itonia',  lli5ti.  6.  Do 
Scrintoriliiis  et  Murtyril)U«  Xlinoritis;  Komic,  165U.  7.  De 
Uculo  Moruli,  illiistratc<l  witli  Stelioliii;  Koino!,  1655.  8. 
Uiiiuculu  S.  r.  Francisci;  lib  trcs;  Aiitwerpiio,  1G23.  0. 
Vitin  I'ontiliciiin  et  Ciirdinalinm,  a  Ciaconio,  aniplilicatic; 
Honiai,  1()30.  10.  Concordantiic  IIrl>raicie  (in  four  tomes); 
n  Ciiliuio;  illiistratod  witli  a  pruliminary  dissertation  by 
Wadding,  entitled  Do  Hcbruica;  Lingua:  Online,  prn'stnntia  ct 
utilitute.  II.  Conimontariit  Angeii  do  I'az ;  cum  illustration!- 
bus;  Komn!,  U'liH.  12.  Concordantin;  Iliblica*  S.  Antonii; 
Homic,  Kiil.  i;t.  Promptuarium  Moralis  Sacra;  Scriplura;; 
Uomx,  lfi2l.  14.  Vita  B.  IVlri  Tlioniasii  Carme!ila>,  I'atri- 
arcliis  Constantinopolitano; ;  I..u<riluni,  tU:i7.  15.  Vitu  et 
Uci  fiesta;  II.  Jacolii  I'icciii;  coinmenUiriis  illiislrala'; 
Luj;d»ni,  llill.  Id.  Commentaria  lul  Vitam  ct  Opuscula  S. 
Anselmi,  Kpiscopi  hucensis;  Kuniii',  1()57.  17.  Apologcti- 
cum  lie  i'rctensu  Monueliatu  Augustiniano;  Koma;,  1050.  18. 
Franciaci  defcnsi  Apologelica  contra  Tliomam  llerreram; 
lloniae,  1650.  10.  Omnia  Opera  Scoti;  cum  cruditis  conimen- 
tariis  et  VitA  Scoti  (sixteen  volumes,  folio);  Lugduni,  1039. 

*  On  tlio  monument  cnctiHl  to  the  memory  of  Luke  WadiUng,  was  the  (ol- 
luwiiiK  •[•iUipU  I 

l>.  O.  M. 

U.  A   P.  F.  T.u«a«  Wndilinjjo  HilMrno, 

Viro  Eniilit^i, 

VirtutiliiiH  Oniato, 

'  Do  ^A■cKtHil^  Hi'li^ioue,  et  Patria 

IVnw  Mel'itl^ 

lA-ctori  Juliitatit, 

Totiiti  OnliniH  .Mitinniin  Cliitiuiilitgi), 

Patri,  Ao  KuniUtou 

Oirtimo,  ft  Auipli.'vimo 

Cillli-giUlll    MiHTL'IIH  PoMIlit, 

<!■>«  |>.  llvrvuliB  Konconii 
'  In  Vrliti  Advocati;*"  •- 

'  Kju«  Veri  Amici.  "  ' 

.        Ol.iit  •  .', 

.4  XVm.  Noveinbrin  MDCLVII. 
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20.  Annilps  Minnrum,  iou  Triiim  Orilinum  s  S.  Friinciico  imti- 
tutoriiiii  (oi);ht  viilnmi'".  foliu);  l,u;{iliiiii  ct  lt(iinic,l(>l'A,l(>54. 

Tlio  fullowiiiK  W(irl(4  from  thu  |»-ii  of  tliiii  I'XtriKirdiiiary 
tnnii  reiiiniiu'il  in  iunmi)icrii>t,  but  it  it  probable  had  never 
bvcn  imliiislicil : 

1.  Vilw  ot  Hi'»  Rosli"  CIcinoiitiH  VIII.,  I-conis  XI.,  I'nuli  V., 
Ore^orii  XV.,  Urbnai  VIII.,  InnQreiitii  X  ,rt  oniiiiiiiii  Oirilina- 
liiiin  nb  iia  cruiitoriini..  U.  Vila!  Sniictnruin  Ecolciiiii>  Urblnc- 
tuiiii',  L'uiii  Notis.  3.  Do  iiini^iii  pietiito  Urbiimtuiii  erga 
Minnre!!.     4.  Kplstulnnini  Sulouluniiii;  lib.  1. 

Ill  bin  cullerliiin  of  iiiipcr.H,  uii  iiiiinoiiHO  niau  of  nmtorials 
wcro  funnel  fur  nil  iiiteiidvil  bistury  uf  nil  tlio  j^vnoQil  cliapturg 
of  (ho  Kmnciscnn  Onlcr,  with  nil  their  ittntuti's  «n<l  some  of 
their  proviiiciiil  (irdiiuincos.  To  tliii  was  to  be  niiiiciuled  a 
voliiiiiinouH  rti'onl  of  all  tin- works  of  tlio  ancient  futliora  of 
tlio  I'Vancincnn  Onlor,  wbieh  had  never  been  piibli.she<l,  or 
which  had  licen  Hc-iirce.  Ho  had  it  likewiso  in  conteniplatiou 
to  iirodiicu  a  gencriil  history  of  Ireland,  and  tbonnnnls  of  tho 
bi8nopric»  of  the  wliulo  (Christian  world,  eontaiiiinfr  tho  origin, 
procuedin^n,  anil  luw.4  of  all  churches;  tho  constant  succes- 
fiion  of  their  biahniij,  their  inonioini,  their  perpetual  tinivcruU' 
coherenco  in  one  doctrine,  and  their  undivided  obedience  fi> 
one  head,  tho  Apostolic  See.'  Hut  the  multiplicity  of  business 
in  which  ho  bad  lieen  engaged,  ftcconii>anied  with  the  natural 
iiilirniities  of  old  a^o,  unfortunately  prevented  him  from 
cxccutinfj  these  iiublo  desi^rn.t  Ili.4  works  have  been  ndinired 
by  the  friends  of  literature  in  every  nation  over  tho  Christian 
world,  in  consequence  of  their  |K>riipicuity,  the  purity  of  the 
diction,  but  nliuve  nil,  their  accuracy.  Mortilication,  humility, 
and.  porsovcrnnce,  marked  his  career  throuyli  life,  and  His 
dentil  resembled  that  of  a  saint. 

John  Colgan,  thu  learned  compiler  of  tho  "  Acta  Sancto- 
rum," or  lives  of  tho  saints  of  Ireland,  was  contemporary 
with  Wadding,  and   a  native  of  tho  county   of  Donegal.^ 

*  Ex  Viti  all  F.  IlaroMo,  Annal  Minn,  torn.  i. 

t  Thii  (ilMicrvati'iii  tiiay  Iw'  OKiitiimctl  liy  thu  lieautiful  anil  jtathetic  language 
lit  Father  Wmlt1iii>t  Iiimiwlf,  in  Ina  |H--niratinn  Ut  the  eiehth  tfuno  uf  his  Aiuiali, 
an<l  which,  out  of  Hiacuro  tt!ii|)tx;t  forliiti  nicmoiy,  we^haU  herv  traiiiu;rilfO  t~- 

"  Taiiilem  (Hiat  tot  anauruui  vchHcatiunia,  vaati^ilni  maris  aKitatua  pro- 
ccllia,  i)iiaasatHi  navin  c*iK<jr  vela  uolii^t-ri',  et  pnijccta  anchora  in  jkoriu  n- 
tluieiHH'rc.  titmvia  jam  preinit  Minec-tuii,  et  in  rtrn-t*!  corjiorp  Spiritua  pridem 
Itnnnptus  nunc  CA>)iit  lanffiicrf,  ac  circiimilantihua  nndique  ncffotionini  {trcs- 
aiiriH  Kc  (Icmiim  inll>an.ni  aj^uoHcit  TcnipiiM  itjuiuc  cat,  itt  aii  iinniibttii  mo 
pntniuH  cx[)eiliaiD,  Kuit|itinMHiuo  calamo  lUntt  iiiiuni  ORnni,  ijikkI  ttotiHailne 
ncceBHarium  cat,  aninia.  acilicct  procnramla'  t<itus  iiicimilMim  ab  aenim- 
noM'  vitii  prncellis  a4l  p<irtnui  religiosft  qtuetis  aocodiun,  [tacatiqiio  animt 
tithe  ntc  htatiimi  committani." 

I  He  waa  horn  in  Iniahuwen, 
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Having;  piiilirureil  IIki  Kruiiciiwiiii  innlitiilc,  uiiil  cunipleteii 
Ilia  nliiilii'H  ill  tim  rolli'iJi'  of  St.  Anlli'mv  ill  I.iiuvain,  h« 
riiccci'iliiil  llio  ri-lebniti'ii  Iliii.'li  Wiiril,  lioili  in  liiit  "llico  nt 
Icrtiir  of  liiviiiity,  tiiid  in  liiii  Ulniriniii  aiitii|iinrian  piiniiiiK. 
CJoIkiim  wns  ilitiily  virseil  ill  iIk'  1uii;;iiiik>'  n"''  nntli|ilitii'H  of 
hii  I'oiiriiry,  and  \w\,  uvuii  iK'foro  liis  (lc'|Mrliiri'  from  Irelanil, 
ronli'inplali'il  n  ri'vii\i(iii  of  the  iiatiimnl  re  'Tilii,  vspvciallv 
tliHl  |iortiiiii  of  tlii'lii  wliieli  ciiiliracccl  tlin  lii,j<iol<ii;y  of  hia 
illiislriuiiii  forcfallicre  An  o|i|K>rtiiiilty,  attcmli'il  with  cnii- 
■idcralilti  niivuiitiigi'.  \\M  now  ha|i|i||y  allonli'il  him,  whilo 
the  |HWcfiil  ri'tiri'iiii'iit  of  his  rloistor,  and  thu eiicoiiruf.'i'nR'lit 
whirh  hu  was  niiri^  t"  ini'ct  with  in  l<ouraiii,  had  cnntrihutcd 
09  »  xtill  fiirthi-r  utimiiliia  to  liia  oxertiona.  On  the  (li>ath 
(it  Iliij;h  Ward,  in  Itill.'i,  tlin  iniiiiviisr  (liloa  of  nianuncriiita 
wliicli  that  |;r(Mit  man  liad  in  hin  |>(i»«i'»»ion,  tofjcthcr  with 
thiMu  wliiih  had  I'i'i'ii  folli'ciod  hy  OCIIory  anil  Klcniin/, 
•  ■wcruall  cari'fiilly  niTiin-il,  iiiid  connnilti'il  to  tlii' nianaj-enient 
of  John  Colyan.  With  tlioac  mntorialu,  whii'h  woio  »uf- 
liciontly  ninph",  ami  whii'li  had  Iwi'ii  partly  arningod  hy  liia 
prcik'coaaor,  C'ol^^iiii  proceeds  to  put  his  reli;;ious  und  noblu 
(Itwi^'ns  inin  oxecntion.  A^reoalily  to  liia  orij;inal  intention, 
he  propoaed  to  puliliah  a  general  nynopaia  of  tliu  ecelciiiaHlical 
antii|Uitiea  of  Ireland  ;  secondly,  the  acta  of  SS.  I'atrlck 
Itri^'iil,  and  Colninhkill;  ami,  tliinllv,  the  acta  of  all  the 
other  saints  of  Ireland  in  eliriniological  oriler.  This  last  work 
he  pnr|X)sed  to  diviile  into  four  ["arts,  each  part  coniprisin); 
the  festivals  and  haf;i»lojjy  for  three  months.  The  lirst  part, 
containiiijr  the  acLs  of  the  aainta  for  January,  Felirnary,  and 
March,  waa  nccordin;;ly  puhlishcil  in  two  folio  volumes,  and 
was  enlitloil  "  Acta  Sanctorum  Veteris  ot  Majoria  Scotia! 
Bcu  llibcrniio.  Sanctorum  Insulm,  partini  ex  variis  per 
Eurojiam  MS.  Co<l.  ox  scripta,  iwrtiin  ox  oiitiqiii.s  Moim- 
nientis  et  proliatis  Antliorihua  cnita  et  congcsta;"  Lovanii, 
104,1.  Tlio  rcniaininft  parta  of  this  work,  enriched  with  notes 
critical  and  topojjrapliieal,  and  with  lnrj;o  and  complete  tablea, 
hail  Itcen  prepareil  tor  the  press,*  when  the  death  of  the  autho^ 
prevented  their  publication. 

In  l<i47,  Colj{an  conipleteil  and  edited  his  favourite  and 
lonp-intondcil  hagiolof^Vof  tho  three  principal  patron  saints  of 
Ireland.  It  came  fromtlie  press  in  the  coiiimenccnieiit  of  tliat 
year,  at  Louvuin,  ilifjesti'd  in  t«o  exceeiliiifrly  larffo  tomes, 
umler  the  title  "  Triailia  Thuumatnrga;  seu  Uivoruni  I'atritii, 
Columbx'  et  Urigiila;,  triiini  Vetcria  et  Majoris  Scotia;  aeu 

*  WaOiling,  d«  Script  Min.  ^  810. 
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Iliboriiiui,  SS.  intuliu  coniiiiuniuin  I'litroiiorum  Acta,"  In  this 
work,  Col(;un  prewnt"  sovoii  liven  of  St.  I'atriclt,  live  of  St. 
Coluiiib»,  mill  »ix  nf  St.  llrigid,  with  vlucidutury  notos  aiiJ 

BJlflfllllisCH. 

The  unweaiiwl  rcsriirdi  of  thi«  eminent  man  had  contributed 
to  ahuit  u  ni!W  ray  of  li.ifht  on  tlio  anvrud  nntiquitii'ii  of  this 
country;  liin  coiiimi'iilurit'ii  and  nchulia  hayo  boon  justly 
ttdihirvil,  and  Imvc  fornu'd  an  cxcullvnt  |irecLMlont  fur  the 
lin^ioloftistK,  an<l  other  reli;{ious  writers  of  inudorn  tin\e».  John 
Col^nn  died  at  I.ouvain,  ad.  lliS8.  IleaidcK  the  niirks  already 
noticed,  ho  lias  |mbli»lied  u  treatiHc,  entitled  "Tractatus  de  Vita, 
I'alria  et  Seri|itis  Johannis  Scoti,  D'lctoiis  Subtilia"  (octavo) ; 
Antwerpia;,  lri.^.5  "SBcrnrum  Hiberni.T  Antiqnitatum"  (folio); 
I'Ovanii,  1047.  After  hia  death,  several  piles  of  hix  manu- 
acrlpta  remained  at  Louvain,  iiiiibrig  which  were  the  following: 
one  largo  tome,  coiiHintin;;  of  8MJ  |ia);es  folio,  with  the  title 
"Do  AjKistolatu  llibornorum  inter  extents  (ientesf  cum  Indice 
alplialietiuo  du  exteris  Sanctia;"  also  n  treatise  "  Do  Sanctis  in 
An^rlin,  in  liritannia,  Arniorica,  in  reliciua  Qallia,  in  Bolgio," 
I'XIS  paces  folio.  I,ikewi,se,  "  Ue  .Sanctis  in  Lotharingin,  in 
llurtrundia,  in  (ierniania  ad  sinistrain  et  dextri<m  Ithcni,  in 
Italia,"  comprising  'JM  pages  folio.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
nf  these  had  been  published  at  any  subsequent  time;  they  may, 
Imwever,  bo  considered  us  invaluable  autlientic  memorials  bt 
the  (|eep  research  of  this  hiburioiis  and  learned  antiquarian. 

Damikl  O'Ualv  or,  as  he  is  usually  styled,  ■' Dominieus  do 
liosario,"  from  the  imme  which  he  adopted  in  religion,  was  a 
native  of  the  county  ol'  Kerry,  and  was  born  in  the  year  15U5. 
Ho  retired  at  an  early  ugu  to  the  Dominican  convent  of  Lugo, 
in  Oallicia,  wjiere  ho  made  his  solemn  profession,  and  after- 
wards cuinj)leted  liis  eoclesiustical  studies  at  liurgns,  in  Old 
Cuatilo.  Ho  soon  after  roturnod  to  Ireland,  and  remaiinid  for 
some  time  in  his  native  convent  at  Tralee.  Ab(Mit  this  period 
(1824),  the  Irish  Doniinicaii  college  at  Louvain  had  been 
founded;  students  in  great  numbers  repaired  tliithCr  from 
Ireland,  and  in  a  few  years  it  became  an  estaliliahment  of 
great   importance  and  celebrity.*      In  compliance   with    the 

*  'Hu)  IrUli  Ooiiiinioan  anllege  at  l.miv.aiii  (Cajiinbium  R  CniuU),  may  lie 
aatd  Ui  liavti  lict'U  fouiitletl  A.  it.  10t!4.  The  It^anunl  'I'liattdaus  (VLtuail,  {iru- 
viiioial  <if  tli.it  onitT  in  llitlK,  h.i<l  l>y  tiui  Uliwenillwl  ej^«rtiiin«,  uljtainrti  a 
(Iniiiictiv  r«)r  IhHli  I'liiiiitiicaiM  at  Luiivaiu.  It  iIih'h  not  a)iiK<ar,  liowevrr,  that 
any  Doiiiiuiuuii  Htti.loiitM  fnitii  thin  country  bait  Won  |)lacwl  there,  until  1022. 
tintWr  thu  jiritvini-iaUhi})  of  the  vencralilt.  Father  Itoche  Muu  (teoghi^^an,  aa 
nUiniiiuii  <n  MiiUin^ar.  Thu  ntmlenta  at  that  ]it.riml  i-'ontiiMKHt  to  reatilu  in  a 
hijiue  which  ha«t  tieen  ol<taiuuil  at  an  annual  Kut,  until  1024,  at  which  time 
Kichiuxl  Dimuughain,  uf  the  convent  uf  Atbenry,  procured  a  church  near  the 
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direetionii  of  liii  provincial,  Fatlicr.Nicliulu  I^viich,  O'Daly 
|irof(><<i|iHl  tu  Lniivuin,  wluTit  lie  wM  rpci'ivi'd  with  urvnt 
r«ii|i<'vt,  ami  vuimtitiituil  a  It-ctiirer  in  ilivinily.  Iliii  IciirmiiKi 
I'nliitnci'd  l>)^ liiH  viitiiiH,  hml  ulri'uiiv  I'l'iidert'il  liini  ii  ^onoriil 
fiiviinrili),  uiiil  lii'in);  u  niiin  of  sin(;iiliir  |iriiilc'n<'i'  uiiil  inlilreHx, 
liK  wus  ciii'oiuii  liv  pofioria  of  tla^  llr»t  iliaiiiii'tinn,  iind  (■•i|it>-  -> 
ciftlly  li.V  I'liilip  iV.,  tliun  kinjfof  Himili  iiml  I'lirtimiil.*  Thou  * 
udviMilitiiins  t'ircuniatuneiii  wuru  snun  I'endvrt'd  aunsvrvivnt  tu 
the  inti<ri'«t  of  ridij<ion.  O'Duly  had  long  i;onttiii|ilulu(l  the 
d>'i)ii{ii  of  vatiililiiliin);  iin  Irish  ()<iniinii:an  cullc^'o  ut  Liiilinn: 
HiiiMu  ronnidiTiiblu  |iri»|j<.'ity  had,  it  ii|j|ivnra,  hi'iMi  ussigiicd  for 
thnt  iiiir|>oiH)  Ml  vurly  im  tliu  yvur  llil,'>,  but  i'rum  luinu  miainit- 
nn).'oni<>nt,  tlii-iv  );rniila  Ijci'iiuii-  virtnully  inHp|ilit'ulilu,  and  thu 
intundi-d  foundiition  wna  accordingly  ncjrh'ctcd.  O'Dnly, 
lliiToforo,  ri'|iuiri'd  to  Muhon,  acconi|iiinied  liy  three  cniiiioiit 
|ri"h  Doniinicana,  and  linviii);  obtainvil  thu  uaaiatuncc  of  thu 
l'ortn);uc»i)  )>r(ivincial,  ami  iliu  |mtronagv  of  tUu  archbishop 
Itiidvrioo  il»  (.'uiibu,  liu  wag  put  in  iioaHcaaiun  of  u  auiull  hoa- 

Iiital,  aituiitvd  in  tliu  atrvct  Kua  Nova  do  Aluuida,  nvur  tho 
ling'a  imloci),  and  Was  appointed  ita  rcctur,  a  i>.  ICi.'U.t  Hero 
hia  exalted  viiiueH  were  aoon  appreeiatml :  he  waa  held  in  great 
eateeni  by  Margaret  duclieaa  of  Mantua,  who  hu<l  at  that 
time  been  intrusted  by  her  uncle,  I'hilip  IV.,  with  the  "ov.rn- 
nient-tif  rcutugal,  and  would  have  laid  the  foundation  of  un 
extensive  collej;e,  were  it  not  for  the  revolution  of  IBIl,  by 
whieh  that  country  bad  been  dianieuibercd  from  the  dominion 
of  the  kin);  of  S|iain.  On  the  elevation  of  the  duke  of 
llra^'anza  (John  IV.)  to  the  throne  of  Portugal,  Father  O'Daly 
waa  nominated  one  of  the  <|uecn'a  eonfeasora,  and  waa  so  highly 
rcswetcd  by  the  king,  that  in  Ititi.")  he  waa  sent  m  umliaaaador 
to  i/ouia  IV.>  in  order  to  treat  of  a  league  and  alKuity  between 
the  two  crowna  {  " 

In  tho  meantime  the  catablishment  in  tho  Rue  do  Almada, 
although  anudi,  became  exceedingly  eelebnited  j  it  produced 
aeverul  miaaiouuries  eminent  fur   virtue  and  learning,  among 

CiMfnim  CiMdny  Hinticatnl  bi  Ht.  Juhn  the  naptuit,  ti>K«th<r  with  an  adjuining 
entJtblialiiuciit  wliirli  liiul  lu'eii  pntvioualy  occttpicil  liy  Uio  KiiKliah  Jesuits.  Ita 
llntt  rt«t4)r  waa  Oliver  liurku,  a  imtivo  of  (iulwiiy.  lly  ttie  rxt'iticmii  uf  thu 
pn'vitK'ial,  Itm'lu' Mft«J (ie'»glH'>!»n,  it  wait  mum  aftiT  endowed  liy  I'tiilip  IV., 
witli  ail  aiiiiiii^t  livniiiiii  of  itw-  tboiinAiid  tloriiis  (an  liiiiulntl  |Nmii(U  at^rliuK), 
tti  li'  I'aiil  out  ot  thf  treaaiiry  nt  Kniiuit'tl ;  to  whii-li  tliu  Cougiv^atioii  «lt<  I'ro- 
iNtuaiula  Kidc  lin<l,  in  1(>G0,  aittifxt-il  a  aei'oiid  gr.uit  of  one  liuiulnHl  ami  twenty  ^ 
Itomaii  tlollara,  on  cuiutitioii  tlmt  sluiloutt*  woiilit  Uicrc  be  iastructcU  aud  |ir0- 
jiareil  for  the  )>eriIoiiii  dnties  of  ttle  Iriiill  lui-^aion. 

'  Itaronini*.  A[m>L  liK  i.  mc.  i.  f  llib  Dou.  chap.  xii.  {i.  41U. 

;  Uiblioth.  Uuin.  t.  ii.  . 
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whom  may  bu  niitii'cit  Ilia  vonornl>l«  futlieni  (ienui)  Dilluii, 
Milca  MnKntlli,  ilCiicuii,  Amlirnnu  O'Caliil,  Ocijird  IWiit,  ami 
ThaitiliiMiH  Mdi'iiii'ty,  nil  of  whom  hiMniiiilly  nuiiU'd  iho  fnith 
with  their  Mood  (liuiiiff  tho  iiwfiil  pcnvcutionn  uf  Cromwell. 
Uiulc-r  thu  iuiH|iii'i'!i  ot  the  igiu'i'ii  l.iiciii,  nrnl  nt  the  iiiHtaiieo 
of  Fiithor  O'lJaly,  thu  colh'i;i>  of  Corpo  8anlo,  lituitteil  in  tho 
l>ar);o  ili  CurfM)  .Siiiilo,  wm  foimiliMl  on  th«  'Ith  of  May,  A.n. 
IfiSO.  Thu  foiniiliiiion-Htoiic  uus  laid  with  unimnnl  luhinniity 
liy  tho  liiHliop  of  I^nii'Ho,  with  an  npproiirintf  iliscoiirHo  frA«ii 
tliu  eh)i|uunt  Kt'rdinaniliiH  SiliTo;  on  which  occaxiun  I)ani«| 
(J'I)nly  Has  coiiititutcd  it>i  lirnt  rector.  Ily  moans  of  this  la- 
borioiiH  man  a  convent,  called  the  lion  Snccuaa,  waa  alao  erec- 
ted fur  Irish  Dnmiaicnn  nnmi  in  Itiilll,  at  Italcm,  a  considemlilo 
forlreHS  aituutcd  at  tho  mouth  of  tho  Ta^ns,  and  about  threu 
miles  west  of  I^iisboii.  '1  ho  reputation  in  which  ho  was  now 
held  may  servo  to  supply  us  with  adilitional  proofs  of  bin  pru- 
fouml  humility:  hu  was  Appointed  to  tho  lychbishnprics  of 
IlniLM  and  (iioa,  but  theso  metropolitan  difimties  ho  (loclined. 
At  iun^th  yieldiiiji  to  tho  eutreaties  <if  his  friends,  and  with  a 
view  of  ailvauciuf;  tho  interest  of  his  own  eslublishmcnt  of 
Corpo  Santo,  be  cmiaenled  to  undertuko  tlio  fjoverinnent  of  thn 
diocese  of  Coinibra.  llo  was  accordingly  clectcil  bisliop  of 
that  see ;  but  before  bis  consecnitiou  could  havo  taken  place, 
ho  died  in  tho  convent  of'  Corpo  Santo,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
AD.  1 1)62,  and  in  tlio  ()7th  year  of  his  npe,  after  having  )^ovcrncd 
tliat  collc);e  and  tho  former  establiithment  with  great  applause 
for  upwards  of  twentyelij;lit  years,  iiaiiiol  O'Daly  has  pub- 
lished a  work  entitled  "  Uelatio  Oeraldinorum,  BC  I'ersccu- 
tionis  llilK'rnia';  vol,  Inilium, Incromcntumot  ExitusFamiliiu 
Goraldinoruni,  Uesmoni;e  Coinituui,  i'alatinorum  Kyerrio:  in 
Ilibornia,  ac  I'crsecutionis  Iliuretieorum  dcscriptio,  ex  nonullis 
fracnioiitis  coUocta,  ac  Latinitatoilonata;"  Ulys»iponoJ-l(i55.* 

John  Lyncu  ((iratianus  Lucius)  waa  born  in  the  town  of 
Oalway,  where  bo  presided  for  many  years  over  a  celebrated 
literary  establishment,  and  contribnte<l  in  no  small  degree  to 
advance  the  interest  of  religion  during  these  melancholy  times. 
Having  received  his  ecclesiastical  education  in  France,  ho  was 
ordained  a  secular  priest,  and  soon  after  returned  to  his  native 
country.  His  zeal  as  a  niissioncr  was  equalled  only  by  the 
extent  of  bis  acouirenicnts;  after  some  time  ho  was  promoted 
to  the  digiiitv  iV  archilencon  of  Tuum,  and  ultimately  became 
ykarnpostolic  of  Killala.  Inspired  with  an  innate  love  for 
Ins  country,  and  being  a  perfect  masCcr  of  its  language,  Lynch 

*  Thin  mMt  valtuiltle  wurk,  Iranilated  anil  oti|tt<Kiily  noteil  by  Itcv.  C-  P. 
Mi'i-tiaii.  hM  Im^'u  jml'liiiliutl  liy  J,  I}uff>,  buKliii. 
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applied  himself  with  great  succcsa  to  t)io  study  of  ila  antiqiii- 
lies.  On  this  subject  ho  had  been  frequently  consnlteil  by 
many  of  the  learned  men  of  those  times,  an<l  particularly  by 
Uodoric  O'Flaherty,  the  elaborate  author  of  tho  celebrated 
"  Oaygia."*  When .  Ireland  had  been  distracted  by  tho  con- 
flicting opinions  of  tho  advocates  and  opfwncnts  of  tho  nuncio, 
archdeacon  Lynch  was  doomed  to  remain  an  inactive  spectator 
of  these  lamentablo  sccijps.  His  own  private  opinion  would 
appear,  how'ever,  to  express  n  disapproliation  of  the  nicaaures 
of  tho  nuncio,  which,  from  the  commencement  of  tho  trans- 
action, ho  lui<l  regarded  as  unreasonable,  impracticable  and 
dangerous. 

In  all  our  ancient  annals  wo  find  but  a  very  imperfect  re- 
cord of  the  acts  of  this  eminent  man,  who  certainly  has 
deserved  well  of  his  country  and  of  religion.  When  tho 
garrison  of  Galway  had  surremlered  in  l(i52,  John  Lynch  ' 
retired  to  France,  where  he  wrote  and  published  two  works 
under  the  signature  of  "  Eudoxius  Alithinologus,"  the  titles 
of  which  were,  1.  Veridica  llesponsio  ad  Livcctivam,  men- 
daciis,  fallaciis,  calumniis  ct  iniposturis  fo^tam,  in  plurimos 
Antistites,  Proceres  et  omnis  ordinis  Hibernos.  2.  Supplc- 
nvntnm  ejusdem  o\Km  (qunrto);  1664.  This  work  was 
written  for  tho  purpose  of  refuting  Father  Farrell,  a  Capu- 
chin, who  in  a  bix^k  dedicated  to  tho  Propaganda,  had  main- 
tained that  the' supreme  council  should  be  re-cstablisheil,  and 
that  no  person,  l:i3'man  or  ecclcsiiistic,  should  bo  allowed  to 
take  any  jwrt  in  its  proceedings,  except  such  as  had  been  iles- 
cended  from  a  Milesian  stock  or  from  the  aborigines  of  tliu 
country.  About  the  same  time  John  Lynch  published,  under 
the  signayire  "  Gratiauus  Lucius,"  his  celebrated  Avork  entitled 
"  Cambrensis  Eversus,  seu  potius  Historica  fides  in  rebus  Hi- 
bcrnicis  Giraldo  Canibrensi  abrogata."  Li  this  treatise  the 
learned  Lynch,  after  having  presented  to  his  reader  a  faithful 
development  of  the  antiquities  of  bis  country,  grapples  at  onco 
with  his  adversary,  Oiraldus  Cambrensis,  and  exposes  to  public  . 

•  ritit*rvh,  in  his  Iwok  '*  De  facie  in  Oi-bo  LiiniB,*-'  has  Appljcd  the  term 
(ffjt/nia  i}*ertxnti'lua)U\  Irelanti,  in  cotrn'tjuencc  of  itfl  preat  antiquity.  It  was 
a  term  frcqiitmtty  iiwmI  by  the  \>4e^  i>f  ojti,  when  tiloy  int4!mle<l  to  uxjireaH  any- 
thiui-  very  auuieut,  and  wjemH  to  ha\-e  betn  tlerivej  from  Ogijije,  the  name  of 
an  iUufltnoun  kin>{  of  Thcbea,  who  thinrinhcd  a.m.  SIS-I.  Jtcncc  Egypt,  a 
country  of  acknow  Iwlgrd  antiiiuity,  has  l)oen  often  callai  l»y  the  uamo  of 
Oijyijw.  llcnco  aldo,  C'amiieu.  treating  of  Irelaml  in  bin  liritannio,  eaya, 
"'^on  ininiorito  liiec  iuffula  (ililiemia)  0^itil[n,  ideitt,  ])orantitjna  a  I'lutarcbo 
dicta  fuit    A  [irufundiwima  enim  antitjuitatia  inemori^  Hixtorina  wiaa  anspi-  ' 

oantur,  adei)  nt  I'rte  illiH  omnium  ^'fntiunr  antiquit.iB  itit  novitna  et  <^<MJgm; 

motto  infrtn(ia."     .- -- , """ •■—■ — 
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contempt,  tlio  mnlcvolont  misatatementa  of  timt  silly  and  shame- 
less calumniator.  John  Lynch  liafi  also  published  ii  tract  under 
the  title*  "  Pii  Antistitis  Icon :  sive  do  Vita  et  Morte  Rev.  D. 
Franciaci  Kcrovanii,  Alladcnsis  Episcopi/'t  octavo;  Mac- 
lovii,  lGt59.  4 

Nicholas  FRENcn,  bishop  of  Ferns,  and  a  distinguished 
mcnilivr  of  the  supreme  council,  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Wexford,  A.D.  IfiOl-t  Having  completed  his  theological 
course  in  the  Irisli  seealnr  college  at  Louvain,  he  was  con- 
stituted president  of  tliaf  establishment,  and  founded  in  it  a 
burse  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  florins  annually  for  students 
belonging  to  his  native  diocesai  The  exigency  of  the  mission 
obliged  him  at  length  to  winidraw  from  this  favourite  and 
justly  celebrated  retreat  df  literature.  He  returned  to  Ireland 
during  ihoxoign  of  Charles  I.,  and  was  appointed  pa^ish  priest 
of  the  the  town  of  We.xford,  where  his  tttlonjfcftnd  piety  were 
simidtancously  employed  in  soothing  the  sorrmvs  and  confirm- 
ing the  resolutions  of  an  oppressed  but  determined  people. 
The  formation  of  the  supreme  council  at  Kilkenny,  in  1643, 
may  bo  dated  a.i  the  cpocli  at  which  the  labours,  or  rather  the 
sunerings,  of  this  great  man  commenced.  Although  an  eccle- 
siastic of  the  second  order,  he  was  elected  n  burgess  by  his 
fellow-townsmen,  ond  deputed  one  of  the  principal  representa- 
tives of  their  body  in  the  national  council  of  the  confederates, 
about  to  bo  convened  in  the  early  part  of  the  following  May. 
A  similar  spirit  of  enthusiasm  animated  the  people  of  Boss, 
Enniscortby,  and  other  towns;  while  it  must  bo  recollected 
that  tlio  county  of  Wexfonl  alone  guaranteed  and  actually 
puid'to  the  treasurers  of  the  confederated  bo<ly,  no  less  a  Bum 
tlinn  thrvl!  thousand  pounds  in  one  year;  having,  moreover,  in 
their  possession  the  fort  of  Duncannon,  which  in  those  days 
WHS  consiilered  impregnable,  together  with  the  fortified  towns 
of  Wexford  and  Koss.l 

Witli  tlio  character  of  Nicholas  French,  the  court  of  Roino 
had  been  long,  since  acquainted.  The  see  became  vacant 
•nhoiirtltc  yfflrT(r4T^Kftd"f-o^rle•i^nn•ersarsati3Tactibn14■rlho~ 
diocese,  and  indeed  of  the  kingdom,  he  was  elected  and  conse- 
crated its  bishop.  This  prelate,  whose  concern  for  bis  country 
was  surpassetl  only  by  the  love  which  he  bore  for  its  religion, 
continue<l  to  take  an  active  sli&re  in  the  deliberations  of  the  first 


•  Thii  valimhle  work  hm  been  trensUtod  liy  Ber^C.  PJ4i(eeh»i,  ABtTpaS^ 

.lii*ca,l*-JJ>M(ry.- "' 

Harris's  Wan!,  Writ«!i;  Hib.  Dom.  p.  !!■ 


;  Ilirit-  of  Itemon.  {ttrt  ii.  p.  014.  }  Hib.  Dom.  oha|i.  xvii.  ^0 
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tiipremo  coancil,  antil  tlio  temporizing  majority  of  that  body 
disgraced  themselves,  and  in  the  niidst^of  victory  abandoned 
their  priiici|ileii,  by  an  intei'ested  subserviency  to  the  political 
conditions  of  Ormond.  Wlien  the  terms  of  the  cessation  had 
l)cen  ratified  by  the  supremo  council,  and  the  consequent 
cccli'sinstical  congregation  bad  been  convened  by  tho  nuncio 
at  Wuterford,  Nicholas  French  was  appointed  its  chancellor, 
with  full  powers  to  arrange  and  put  into  execution  the 
appointed  ordinances  of  that  assembly.  Thu  spirited  part 
which  he  had  now  taken  in  these  public  procecdjjigs  added  con- 
siderably to  his  popularity, .  and  he  soon  became  a  leading 
character  in  the  new  con  federate  council  wliicli  bad  been 
formed  by  the  nuncio.  Ho  was  entrusted  with  a  coinmisilfbii 
to  proceed  to  Koine  and  solicit  tho  assistance  of  Innocent  X;- 
while  at  the  same  time  the  marcjuis  of  Antrim,  viscount 
Muskery,  and  Sovcrinus  Brown  were  despatched  to  the  queen 
and  to  the  prince  of  Wales,  then  residing  in  France.*  Tlie 
mission  of  Nicholas  French,  although  executed  with  singular 
fi<lelity,  ended  in  a  complete  failure:  no  assistance  could  bo 
obtaine<l,  and  after  an  absence  of  two  years,  he  returned  home 
only  to  w  itne.ss  the  still  more  lamentable  distractions  and  multi- 
plied miseries  of  his  country.  Just  onliis  arrival,  in  1648,  the 
supreme  council  had  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Inchi- 
quin,  while  Hie  whole  nation  was  rent  asunder  by  the  oonllict- 
ing  opinions  of  the  people  and  tho  necessarily  consequent 
disasters  of  war.  The  confederates  had  by  this  time  been 
brought  to  the  very  verge  of  ruin ;  those  towns  and  fortrc5.«e3 
which  they  lia<l  for  years  in  their  possession,  were  all  torn 
from  them;  one  defeat  was  followed  by  another  still  more 
disastrous,  and  to  complete  the  terror  of  tho  scene,  the  nuncio 
with  his  followers  at  Galway  was  employed  in  fulminating 
excommunications  against  tho  council,  while  that  body  and 
the  great  innjority  of  the  representatives  wore,  with  equal 
firmness,  setting  tlie  dignitary  and  his  censures  at  open  de- 
fiance. In  this  slate  of  aihurs,  Nicholas  French  considered 
it  more  prudent  to  yield  to  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 
adopt  Thaftincrtrf- pohttcs' which -heK^oneeived  would  be  most*  - 
practically  beneficial  to  his  country.  Ho  accordingly  agreed 
to  the  peace  of  i()48,  although  it  had  been  disapproved  of  by 
the  nuncio,  and  by  his  infliic.co  induced  many  to  relinquish 
their  prejudices  and  become  satisfied  with  the  same  measure. 
For_thc  .purpose  of  reconciling  the  minds  of  the  clergy  with 
Hie  proeocdings  of  the  council,  it  was  deemed  adviisablo  to 

*  rhilop.  Iren.  lili.  i.  chnp.  vii. ;  ap.  Hib.  Dtiiu. 
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•ummon  a  scAeM' VneAine  of  that  body;'on  tliia  occasion  the 
bishop  of  Ferns  prcsiileii;    lie  aimlyscd   and  examined   the 

Question  with  impartiality,  and  in  a  strain  of  powerful  langua);e,  < 
enionstrated  that'the  yieace  then  concluded  was  the  only 
practical  means  by  which  the  country  could  be  saved  from 
uievitablo  ruin.  This  peace  proved,  however,  but  a  very 
ineflectnal  remedy  for  the  evils  of  Ireland.  In  two  years 
after,  the  country  was  reduced  and  covered  with  blood ;  while 
at  the  meeting  of  the  bishops  which  took  place  at  James's- 
towii,  in  165U,  Nicholas  French  attended,  and  signed  the 
famous  declaration  conilomnatory  of  the  proceodinm  of 
Ormond.*  Willi  a  view  of  creating  a  sympnthy  for  Ireland, 
and  having  moreover  received  a  commission  for  that  ]mrpoae, 
he  repaired  to  the  continent,  and  after  a  perilous  journey 
arrived  at  lirusaels ;  from  thenco  ho  proccciled  to  Paris,  but 
his  elTorts  to  obtain  assistance  in  cither  of  these  places  were 
unsuccessful.  Unable  any  longer  to  witness  the  desolation  of 
his  country,  ho  retired  to  Spain,  and  became  a  suli'ragan  to 
tiro  archbishop  of  St.  lago,  in  the  province  of  Uallicia. 
Had  this  unbending  prelate  consented  to  receive  the  Valcsian 
Hcmonstrance,  his  exile  would  at  once  have  terminated.  At 
the  close  of  the  year  lUGO,  he  proceeded  to  Paris,  from  which 
city  ho  addressed  a  letter  to  Ffttlier  Peter  Walsh,  in  which  he 
writes:  "As  soon  as  the  intense  heat  of  this  summer  will 
jwrinit,  t  intend  to  give  more  copious  reasons  why  T  cannot, 
with  (Quietness  of  mind,  sign  tlie  protestation  as  the  duke  (of 
Oiinoiul )  rcqiiiretli :  I  will  ulito answer  some  parts  of  your  letter 
whirli  intrcncheth  bwxch  upon  me.  When  this  is  done,  the 
duke  will  learn  the  motives  which  govern  my  mind:  and  see- 
ing I  cannot  satisfy  my  conscience  and  the  duke  to^tliur,  nor 
become  profitable  to  my  flock  at  home,  his  anger  not  being  ap- 
|ieased,  you  may  know  hereby  that  I  am  resolved  after  the  sum- 
mer to  retire  to  I^uvain,  where  I  began  my  studies,  and  there 
end  my  days,  I  shall  thereby  free  his  grace  from  being  ti'oubled 
ill  my  liehalf,  and  give  myself  drfreedom  from  many  personal 

ufilictions,  which  in  Ireland  gooil  men  must  endure;  but  my 
—heart  shall' eve»4»i»v«  »  share  li^their  sufferings.'^t     'She  vener* - 

able  e.xilu  accordingly  withdrew  to  Flanders,  and  soon  after 

became  coadjutor  to  the  most  illustriuiis  U.  Eugene  Albert 
Dahimant,  archbishop  of  (ihciit,  in  wliicli  city  he  died,  on  the 

i!3rd  of  August,  A.u.  1C78,  and  in  the  7Htli  year  of  his  age.   His 
rcninins  were  interred  with  becDiiiing  solemnity  in  the  cathedral 

/ 

•  Hill.  Di>ni.  dun  "'•  I'-  ""* 

t  Hist,  ot  Kcniou.  i'»rt  ii.  i>.  818;  Porter,  p.  210. 
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of  Ohent;  and  a  Bplcndid  monument,n'itii  an  epitapli  descriptive 
of  his  virtues,  liia  learning,  and  liis  patriotixni,  was  shortly 
after  erected  to  his  m'oinory  in  the  same  church. 

Nicliplas  French  has  written :  1.  A  Narrative  of  the  Settle- 
ment and  Sale  of  Irelanil;  Lnuvain,  1668.*  2.  The  Blcedinc 
Iphiconia;  in  vindication  of  tlio  proceedings  of  the  war,  and 
condemnatory  of  tlie  peace  of  1646.t  3.  The  doleful  fall  of 
Andrew  Sail  from  the  Catholic  and  Apostolic  faith,  lamented 
by  his  constant  ami  true  friend;  1674.^  4.  The  Unkind 
Deserter  of  loyal  men  and  true  friends;  Paris,  1676.§  5. 
Thirty  Sheets  of  Kcasons  for  not  subscribing  the  Valesian 
KcmiMistrance.  6.  A  Synojais  justifying  the  war.  7.  A  Tract 
on  the  due  obedience  of  Catliohcs."  8.  A  Tract  entitled.  Reli- 
gion in  England.!  9.  Libellum  Suppliccm  Clementi  IX.,  cui^ 
subnectitur  Elcnclms  D.  Kpiscoporum  llibernia;,  qui  rcsiderunt 
in  ecclesiis  suis,  annn  K.  19,  ct  exinde  mortui  sunL  10.  Lucu- 
brationes  Episcopi  Fumensisin  Jlispania. 

Petkr  Tai.bot,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  was  the  son  of 
Sir  William  Talbot,  and  nepliew  of  colonel  Richard  Talbot, 
afterwards  created  duke  of  Tyrconncl  by  James  II.  With 
an  intention  of  embracing  the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  repaired 
to  Portugal,  where  ho  became  a  Jesuit,  in  1635,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Rome,  in  which  city  he  completed  his 
theological  course.  Hero  hiii  talents  and  acquirements  soon 
rendered  him  conspicuous;  he  was  aftenvards  constituted 
lecturer  df  morality  at  Antwerp.  During  his  residence  in 
those  countries,  about  the  year  1656,  it  is  related  that  ho 
received  CImrlcs  II,,  then  retired  to  Cologne,  into'  the  bosom 
of  thcrt!alhi)lic  Church;  and  that  ho  had  been  accordingly 
commissioned  by  that  prince  to  proceed  to   Spain,  for  the 

•  nc|IiiblUhcil  liy  J,  Onlfy.  Dublin.  t  tWcL 

•  }  Andrew  i^ult,  tbo  iudivKluiO  nltovp  albuletl  to.  wna  lK>m  At  Caahel.  in  tbo*' 
county  i>f  Tiiniernr^'.    In  lfl.'(!>,  be  lemovedto  .Sj«in,  wlfero  be  became  a  .TeHUit, 
A^i  WAA  AftufwArdA  Apjiointeil  A  profeAHor  of  moral  divinity  in  tbe  college  of 
ttie  JcAuilH  At  .'<A]AniAnc-v     Aliout  tbe  year  ItiT.'i.  he  returned  to  Intbind,  And 
was  i:onstitn%'d   hu|k  rior  of   tbe  n.i.'Hiuu  of    tbe  .IcsuitH  in   tliAt  country. 
llAviiif;   siiiiii  after  UTibiii'^iily  ab-indyned   IiiH  fftitb,  be  end)rnce<l,  or  ratbur 
Iiriti-ii.li-.l  tif  cinbracc,  rrot^sfnutisui,  and  took  up  Tiis  reaiilenee'Tn'Tifltflly  "'™ 
l^illcp- ;  hi'i'i-  bo  ^rAiltu-xtcd,  .md  lut  n  furtber  nnvard  for  bis  ilefectioii,  he  was     " 
hfttnt  after  iii>iiiiiint<  d  donustic  ch.i]>hiiii  to  t'baiU-s  II.,  And  ctirieluMi  with  tbe 

iilTlicnd  of  .Sw.irdi,  the  rvct,,ry  ,,{  ArdigulthijiVBMt  tbCiCtalit.i'rchil!  vlCaeliel. 

Ffc  lUeil  mDubtin  aTntat  the  year  Ili82,  and  war  buned  in  tbe  cAtbedral  of 
8t  I'atrick. 

{  Itepublisbcil  by  J.  Duiry,  Dublin. 

n  Insertwl  Ity  I>o  Burgo  in*tbe  Hib.  OomiuicanA.  Some  vabiable  traotn 
from  Dr.  Krench's  (ten  are  «till  prcacrved  in  the  M.^.  Library  of  Trinity 
t'olleae.  Dublin,  and  in  MandiV  Library  tliere  is  a  run*us  l*bilo9o}>hin>,  whicD 
iffe  U'lieve  to  bi-  iu  his  hnudwriling. 
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urpnse  of  communicating  tho  intelligence  to  the  court  of 
ilaurid*  Peter  Talbot  afterwards  came  to  England,  where 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  queen's  chaplains,  and  in  May, 
11)69,  was  advanced  by  Clement  IX.  to  the  see  of  Dnblin.f 
Tho  advocates  of  tho  Valcsian  RcinAnstrance,  although  dis- 
comfitted,  were,  ovon  at  this  jwriocf;  as  clamorous  as  ever. 
To  this  document  archbishop  Talbot  was  opposed;  he  con- 
sidered it  rather  a  piece  of  state  machinery,  than  a  fair  and 
honest  medium,  by  which  tho  feelings  and  loyalty  of  tho 
priesthood  of  Ireland  could  be  ascertained.  During  his  in- 
cumbency, ho  presided  at  two  provincial  synods,  one  in  1G70, 
and  the  other  in  1671 ;  tho  statutes  of  which  may  be  said  to 
bo  included  among  those  passed  under  Eugene  Matthews, 
in  1624.^.  This  prelate,  was  a  great  favourite  during  the 
administration  of  the  duke  of  liuckingham  and  lord  iicrkley, 
in  1670.  The  intolerant  spirit  of  former  times  was,  hoW- 
evor,  revived :  the  popish  plot  was  got  up,  while  the  arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  was  accused  of  having,  contrary  to  law,  an 
intention  of  introducing  Catholics  into  the  convjQon  council. 
To  avoid  tho  malice  of  his  enemies,  he  was  advised  to  removo 
to  Paris,  from  which  city  he  addressed,  in  1674,  a  most 
tender  iMXstoral  letter  to  the  Koman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  and 
particularly  to  those  of  the  archdiocese  of  Dublin.  Ho  re- 
turned to  Irclan<l  on  the  following  ycaTi  but  in  1678  was 
arrested  at  Malahide,  on  a  false  suspicion  of  being  concerned 
in  the  popish  ]ilot',  and  was  conveyed  to  Newgate.  Here 
the  venerable  prelate  remained  for  two  years,  having  been 
treated  with  great  severity,  until  at  length  death  put  a  period 
to  his  sufferings,  in  the  year  I680.§  The  works  written  by 
this  learned  prelate  arc:  1.  A  Treatise  on  tho  nature  of  Faith 
and  Heresy;  Antwcrp,1657.  2.  Tho  KuUity  ofjhe  Protestant 
Church  of  England  and  its  Clergy ;  Brussels,  1658.  3.  A 
Catechism  for  Politicians,  instructing  them  in  mvinc  faith 
and  moral  honesty;  Antwerp,  1658.  4.  A  Treatise  on  Re- 
ligion and  Government;  Ghent,  quarto,  1670.  5.  A  Confuta- 
tion of  the  Principles  of  the  Protestant  Religion,  as  maintained 
by  StillingHcet  i  London,  1672.  6.  An  Etticacious  Remedy 
-ngninst-Arianistiv.aiid-lIorosy+JL'aris,  1674.  7..Xllft,  Duty^od 
Cimifort  of  sutfering  Subjects,  in  a  letter  to  the  Cathohcs  of 
Irclincl;  Paris,  1674.  8.  The  History  of  the  laonoclasts,  of 
RIanicheism  and  Pelagiauism ;  Paris,  1676.    9.  The  Friar  Dis- 


r  Carto,  vol.  ii.  p.  172.  t  W  \>  M4. 

t  \ii\v  cap.  i.  et  ConHitutione^  .IVoviucialOT  Kcol.  Metrop.  DnK 

i  ifib.  Uom.  p.  131. 
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ciplinoil ;  or,  Anininilvorsionii  on  Fatlicr  Peter  Walsli'ii  Now 
Kemonstmnce,  dedicated  to  Ormond,  octavo;  Gfiont,  1074. 
10.  i'rimntiis  Dubliniensis,  vet  Siimma  rernm  quibus  innititnr 
Ecclesia  Dubliniensis  in  jiossessiono  sui  juris  ad  IPrimatum 
Hibcrniic,  duodecimo;  Insulis,  1G74.  \ 

Tlie  account  wliich  we  have  to  give  of  some  oihcr  eccle- 
siastical writers  of  this  century,  must  necessarily  li>  limited. 
It  is  hero  merely  presented  to  the  ifcader  as  a  gratefnl^mcmento 
of  their  literary  labours. 

Thohas  MssaiNQUAH,  a  writer  of  great  authority,  flbnrished 
in  the  seventeenth  century.  Ho  was  a  native  of  Leinster, 
received  his  education  as  a  secular  priest  in  Paris,  aiM  after- 
wards became  apostolic  prothonotary  ond  rector  of  toe  Irish 
seminary  in  that  city.*  Messingham  lias  written  anU  pub- 
lialied :  1.  Officii  SS.  Patritii,  Columbni,  Brigidtc,  ct  idiorum 
quorundam  Iliberitiai  Sanctorum;  Parisiis,  1(520.  2.\Flori- 
leginm  Insula'  Sanctorum,  sen  Vita)  Sanctorum  Hibernia^  cum 
tractatu  de  purgatorio  S.  Patritii,  folio;  Parisiis,  1624. 

Cornelius   Uotan,   a  learned    Franciscan,   was    borVi   in 
Ulster,  anil  during  tho  reign  of  James  I.  became  bislion  of 
Down  and  Connor.    This  vonorablo  writer  sufl'ercd  martyrcj 
under  Chichester  in  Kill.f    lie  has  written,  "  Indej^  Mai 
alls,   sivo   Synojisis   Rlartyrum    Hiberniie,  qui   suo    tempoVi 
quo    pcrsccutio    sjevissima   in  Catholicos    ctferbuit,    proviile 
occubuerunt." 

SIartin  Walsh,  a  native  of  Waterford,  embraced  tha 
Franeiscaii  institute  at  Madrid,  and  afterwards  removed  to 
Komc,  in  102,5,  whore  be  became  second  lecturer  of  divinity\ 
at  St.  Isidore's,  and  sul>scqueiitly  its  guardian,  llo  was  like- 
wise rector  of  the  Ludovisinn  Secular  College,  and  died  at 
Itomo  in  tlio  flower  of  his  age,  a.d.  1634.^  He  has  written 
"  Panrnesis  Poetica  in  ausi)ic;itis3imum  Septentrionalis  Ocean! 
Principis  in  Mndriatenseiu  Curiam  ingres3Um;"Madritii,  1G24. 

Anthony  Hickey,  an  eminent  Franciscan,  was  born  i;i  the 
connty  of  Clare.  He  taught  at  Cologne  and  Louvain,  and 
afterwards  became  the  first  lecturer  of  divinity  at  St.  Isidore's 
in  Home,  whither  he  had  l)ecn  invited  by  his  friend  Wad- 
ding, in  1025.  He  died  in  that  college,  and  was  interred 
-4»-it»  «UuriJi»_AJ)..lliii,S.,. His  writings  are:  1.  Expostulatus 

Bzovius;  sen  Nitela  Franciscaiia-  (I'cllgioiiis' et  abstersio  Sor-    L„„ 

dium,  quibus    cam  coiispurcaro    frustra  tcntavit  Abrabamua  \ 

llzovius;  Lugduni,  1027.     2.  In  quatnor  libros  scntentiaruqi  \ 

*'      *  Mac  Mnhnn't  Jul.  Prim.  (>.  6.51.  t  W>ili1iiig,  Am^ 

I  BiklioUi.  Scrip.  OnL  Min.  S  IiL 
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jiixta  montem  Scoti;  Lagdiiiii,  1639.     3.  De  Stlgmotibas  S. 
Catlicrinic  Sunoiisis;  Manuscript. 

Henry  Fit?  Simons,  n  Icnrnctl  Jesuit,  was  born  in  tlie  city 
of  Dublin.  Ilia  father,  who  was  a  merclmni  of  considerable 
eminence,  and  a  Protestant,  liiid  him  educated  at  Oxford, 
where  ho  distineuinhod  himself  alwut  tlie  year  1583.*  He 
soon  after  travelled  to  the  continent,  became  a  convert  to  the 
Catholic  fnitli,  and  having  studied  uniler  the  learned  Ix-ssius, 
was  at  length  received  and  professed  in  the  societyof  the 
Jesuits.  After  his  return  to  Ireland,  in  1590,  lie  held  three 
public  disputations  with  Usher,  made  many  converts,  and 
was  imprisoned  in  the  castle  of  Dublin,  where  he  remained 
for  two  yearn.  I  laving  rccovcreil  his  liberty,  he  removed  to 
Flanders,  and  from  thence  to  Home.  At  length,  after  a  life 
of  pcrilsandsufierings,  he  dicd,a|)crsecutcd  victim,  amidst  the 
caverns  of  his  native  country,  during  the  awful  jwriod  of 
IfilS.  Henry  Fitz  Simon  had  written;  1.  A  Catholic  Con- 
futation of  liider's  Claim  of  Antiquity;  Rouen,  1608.  2.  An 
answer  to  certain  complaintivo  letters  of  an  afflicted  Catholic 
for  religion.  3.  J  ustihcation  and  Exposition  of  the  Sacrifice 
of  the  Mass.  4.  Itritannomacliia  Alinistrorum  in  plerisquo 
fidei  fundamentis  dissidentium,  qu.'\rto;  Duaci,  1G14.  5.  Ca- 
talogus  I'riecipuorum  Sanctorum  llibcmiir,  octavo;  Leodii, 
161'J. 

lionF.RT  CiiAMBERt-AiN,  descended  of  an  ancient  family  in 
the  province  of  Ulster,  was  ordained  a  secular  priest,  and 
graduateil  a  doctor  of  divitiity  at  Salamanca.  He  afterwards 
became  a  Franciscan,  and  A'iis  appointed  lecturer  of  theology  / 
ill  I>ouvain.  The  iirimato  of  Armagh,  Hugh  MacCogliweliy 
intended  to  have  him  as  his  successor  in  1620,  but  the  appoint^ 
ment  of  Himh  O'Ueilly  had  been  previously  determined  ^t 
Rome.  He  has  published  a  treatise,  De  Scientia  Dei.  2.  Do 
futuris  contingentibus. 

Francis  Mattiikws,  a  distinguished  Franciscan  divine,  ^nd 
an  eminent  canonist,  was  born  in  (he  city  of  Cork,  and  inlC36,  ■ 
was  elected  gnardinnof  St.  Anthony's  College  at  Louvaiiuand 
linally  ininister-provinciiil  of  bis  order  in  Ireland.  He  siiHered 
martyrdom  at  Cork,  a.d.  lt!44.  Francis  Matthews  has  written, 
under  the  name  of  Edmuiidus  Ursulanus, "  ENanicn  Jurmicum 
CensiiiVT  Faciiltatis  I'aiisionsis  latie  circa  quasdam  propositiones 
JU.cgylaribiifi Hiln'rniiu  fulso  inipositas,"  Also  "  Tractalu* pro  de- 
fcMsii)nciuivili\L'iinMriliS.FVanrne«etwHgi»nieju»B<mc<!asoruiai!L_, 

1'aii,  IIahhis  (liiurislicd  about  the  same  period.    /He  was 

•  AUien.  Oiion.  vol.  ii.  ji.  4.5., 
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born  ill  Englaii'I,  Iiocainu  n  sociilar  prii'st,  and  vim  stationed 
on  tliQ  missiun  in  Duliliii  during  tliottdniiiiiiilratioii  of  Tliomas 
Fleming.  A  report  having  been  industriously  circulated  that 
tho  archbishop,  who  was  a  Franciscan,  had  determined  to 
removo  all  secular  priests  out  of  tho  city  of  Dublin,  Paul 
Harris,  assisted  by  u  parish  priest  named  1  etcr  Caddell,  came 
forward,  and  vigorously  opposeil  tho  prelate.  Tlio  dispute 
WHS  conducted  for  some  time  with  great  warmth ;  Father  , 
Harris  was  at  length  suspended,  and  received,  moreover,  an 
order  from  the  court  of  Uuine  to  quit  the  diocese  of  Dublin 
in  a  given  timc.\  On  this  occasion  ho  published  a  work  in 
the  shape  of  an  admonitory  caution  to  the  frinrs,  intermixed 
with  a  copious  vein  of  good  humour  and  learning,  to  which 
he  gave  as  a  title  "  Fratres  Sobrii  estoto;"  quarto.  About  the 
(tame  tiiiio  he  published  his  "  ArktomastiN,"  or  whip  for  tho 
XtQar,  against  Francis  Matthews  oT  Cork,  who,  in  his  E.vamen 
Juridicum,  had  signed  himself  Umtlanua.  In  this  work,  Paul 
Harris  writes,  "  Anglus  sum,  se-xcfjenarius  snm,  sacerdos  sum." 

3,  Tho  Excommunication,  published  by  the  archbishop  of 
Dublin,  Thomas  Fleming,  against  tho  inhabitants  of  that  city 
for  hearing  the  Masses  of  Peter  Cuddell  and   Paul    Harris, 

Iiroved  not  only  unjust  but  of  no  validity,  im<l  consequently 
linding  to  nrf  obedience.     4.  Tho  Exile  exiled.* 

Pktku'  AVaddino,  having  in  1580  departed  from  Waterford, 
his  native  city,  arrived  at  Tournay,  whore  ho  became  d  Jesuit. 
He  taught  at  Prague  and  I.ouvain  with  considerable  applause, 
and  dic<l  at  Gratz,  in  Styria,  in  1644.1  He  has  written:  ISrcvis 
refutatio  famosi  libeli,  cui  titulus,  Flagellum  Jesuiticum; 
NisBo!,  I(i34,  2.  Tractatus  dc  Iiicarnatioiio  Domini ;  Ant- 
werpii,  1634.    3..  Tractatus  do  contractibus  in  genere  et  sjKJcie. 

4.  Tractatus  advcrsus  Ha.'reticos.  5.  Oratio  Pragas  habita — 
Carniiiia  varia. 

William  Malonr,  a  native  of  Dublin,  after  having  repaired 
to  Itome,  became  a  Jesuit  in  1606.  On  his  return  to  Ireland, 
he  was  seized  and  imprisoned,  but  eflvcted  lii^ escape  to  Spain, 
and  was  ap|H)iiited  rectol*  of  the  Irish  college  at  Seville. {  He 
died  in  1656,  and  has  writtch  "  A  Ucply  to  Usher's  Answer 
about  the  iuilgment  of  annquity  concerning  the  Catholic 
Religion;"  Douay,  1677. 

Jons.  Ponce  (Poncius),  a  learned  Franciscan,  was  born  in 
tho  city  of  Cork,  but  complete<l  bis  studies  at  Louvain.  In 
1625,  he  was  invited  to  Home  by  Father  Wadding,  and  became 
a  lecturer  of  philosophy  in  St.  Isidore's.     He  succeeded  Martin 


•  H»rri«' Writura.  \  \i.  {  Bibliotli.  Script  Sos.  Jem. 


\ 


-  542  ECCLUIASriCAL  UUTOB)^  or  ItELANn. 

Walsh  ill  tlio  goVLTiiinunt  of  tlie  Ludiiviaian  Cullu^c  at  Home, 
luiil  was  constitiiteJ  guardian  of  St.  Isidore's,*  John  I'onco 
has  written:  1.  Iiitcj^or  Philosophio!  curaus  in  trea  |)artes 
divisus;  Uoina;,  lG4ii.  2.  Dcplonihilis  populi  Iliberiiici  pro 
religioiio,  rego  ct  libortato  contra  sectaries  Aiiglioj  purliainont- 
nrios  depugnantis. status;  Uuiiia),  ICSl.  3.  Bellliigi  Vindiciie 
Eversi;;  Parisii",  IHo-t-  4.  Oursus  Philosophic  nd  inentein 
Scoti ;  1653.  5.  Coiiimentarii  Theologici,  quihus  Scuti  Qucs- 
tioncs  in  libros  scntcntiaruin  cUicidantiir  et  illustrantur.  6. 
De  Doclrinii  S.  Augustiiii  ct  D.  Tlioina;.  7.  Curaus  Tlieolo- 
giic  juxia  Scoti  ductrinain ;  Lugduni,  1667. 

TuoHAS  Cabvk,  11  native  of  tlio  county  of  Tipperary, 
studicil  at  Oxford ;  afterwards  removing  to  Vienna  ho  travelled 
over  Germany  nnd'other  countries  during  the  war  carried  on 
by  Augustus  Adolphus.  lie  died  at  Vienna  in  1664,  and  has 
pubhshed  "Itincrarium  T.  Carve;"  also  "  Lyra  Hibernica,  do 
Uxorilio,  nomine,  inorihus,  ritibusquo  Gentis  Hibernica!,  et 
Annates  ejusdem,  Saltzbaci,  1661). 

James  Abtiiub,  liaving  retired  from  his  native  city.Limerick, 
repaired  to  Salamanca,  and  became  u  Dominican  in  the  convent 
of  St.  Steithcn.  In  this  estubliahment  lie  was  constituted 
lector  of  theology,  the  duties  of  which  office  he  afterwards 
discharged  in  the  convent  of  Coimbra.  He  died  at  Lisbon; 
about  the  year  1670,  and  has  published  "  Coinmentiria  in 
totam  fero  S.  Tlioniic  Suiiimani,"  2  Vols. 

Anthomt  liuuoDiN,  the  celebrated  author  of  the  "  Passio 
Martyrum  llibernia>,"  flourished  about  the  year  1670.  He 
was  born  in  the  county  of  Clare,  became  a  Franciscan,  and 
after  having  distinguished  himself  on  various  public  occasions, 
was  at  length  apiMjinted  lector  of  divinity  in  the  Irish  Convent 
of  the  Immaculate  Cgnceplion  at  Pnigue.f  Tlie  works  of 
this  indefatigable  writer  are:  Qi^codomia  Minorilae  Scliola; 
Salamonis,  J.  Duns  Scoti ;  sive  Univejsas  Thoologia;  Scholaa- 
tico)  Manualis  Suinnui ;  Prugo;,  1663.  2.  Corolla ;  seu  pars  altera 
Manualis,  complectens  Tractatus  de  Virtuteet  Statu  rcligionis, 
dccimis,  veto,  iiiilulgentiis,  jmrgatorio,  censuris,  religiosoruni 
cxeuiptionibus  et  priviiogiis;  Praga;,  1664.  3.  Armanientariuiu 
Theologicum.  4.  Prepugnaculum  Catliolica;  Veiitatis,  pai-s 
prima  llistorica  in  ijuinque  libros  distributa,  quarto;  Pragas, 
1668.     5.  Passio  Murty rum,  quarto;  Pragiu,  16611. 

John  Uaptist  IIackkt,  a  native  of  ]<Vthard,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  embraced  the  Dominican  Order  in  the  convent 
of  Cashol,  and  afterwards  taught  theology  at  Milan,  Naples, 
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unil  Romo.*  IIo  died  at  tlio  convent  of  Minerva  in  Rome, 
«.o  .1676,  and  has  written :  Controv,  Tlioologicumcomplectens 
omncs  Tnictatus  Doctoris  Annolici,  folio;  Ronini,  1654,  ii. 
Syno|mU  Tlieologica  in  Tractntiim  do  Fide,  Spe,  et  Cliaritate ; 
Romii!,  1659.     3,  Synopsis  I'liilosojdiim;  Ronin;,  1662. 

DoHiNicK  Lmcn,  u  learned  Dominican,  was  born  in  Galway, 
where  he  made  his  solemn  profession,  and  afterwards  betamo  a 
distincuislicd  lecturer  of  theology  in  Spain.f  He  died  at 
Hispalia,  ad.  1671).  His  writings  are:  Summn  I'hilosophiio 
Sjwculativa)  jii.\ta  nienteni  1).  Tlionia;;  I'arisii,  1666.  This 
work  consists  of  four  volumes.  1.  Complectens  primam 
jiartom  Philo.sophia;  scu  Dinlecticx.  2.  Complectens  sccundam 
partem,  sen  Logicam.  3.  Ue  I'ricdicabilibus,  Pncdicamentis  ct 
etc  Posterioribus.  4.  Complectens  ])rimam  partem  Physicte 
Naturalis,  (quarto. 

-loNATiUB  Hrown  was  born  in  the  county  of  Waterford, 
but  received  his  education  in  Spain  where  ho  became  a  Jesuit. 
Ho  spent  several  years  on  the  Irish  mission,  and  died  at 
Valladolid,  i.D.  1672.1  He  has  publislied:  1.  Tlic  Unerring 
and  Uncrrable  Church,  in  Answer  to  a  sermon  preached  by 
Andrew  Sail  in  Christ  Church.  2.  An  Uncrrable  Church  or 
None.    S.  An  invaluable  tract,  entitled  "  Pax  Vol^is." 

Francis  O'Mouoy,  a  n.'itivo  of  the  King's  County,  em- 
braccil  the  Franclsciui  institute,  and  became  a  lecturer  of 
divinity  in  St.  Isidore's.  Ho  has  written:  Sacra  Theologia; 
Ronne,  1666,    2.  Grammatica  Latino- Hibernica  compcndiata. 

Fbancis  ^  Harold,  to  wlio.so  anticpiarian  researches  this 
country  is  considerably  indebted,  Wiis  a  nephew  of  Father 
Luke  Wadding,  and  having  entered  the  Franciscan  Order  at 
Prague,  became  a  lecturer  of  divinity  in  tho  Convent  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  in  that  city.  He  afterwards  removed 
to  Romo,  and  was  appointed  librarian  in  St.  Isidore's,  where 
he  died,  ad.  1685.  tie  has  published:  "  Compendium  Anna- 
Hum  Minorum,"  which,  with  a  continuation  of  them,  ho 
comprised  in  two  volumes,  folio;  Coloniie,  1658.  He  also 
continued  the  "  Scriptores  Ordiiiis  Minorum,"  and  has  written 
an  accurate  and  comprehensive  life  of  Luko  Wadding  ;§  also, 
"  Lima  Limata  Conciliis." 

RicuABO  A BCiiDEKiN, during  the  memorable  period  of  1642, 
retired  I'rom  his  native  county,  Kilkenny,  and  became  a  Jesuit 
at  Mechlin,  in  Brakint.  He  afterwards  taught  philosophy  and 
divinity  at  Louvain,  and  died  at  Antwerp,  a.o.  16110.1    He  has 
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written:  1.  Priucipiix'  Controvoreiie  Hilei  n<l  fncilum  metlioJum 
reiliictic.  2.  Vila)  ct  Miriiciilohim  Saiicti  Patritii  Epitoino. 
i.  Thcologia  Tripartita  Univeraa;  Antwcrpiw,  1682;  eiglit 
volumes,  octavo,  i.  Tlio  Lives  of  I'etcr  lalbot  and  Oliver 
I'hinkct.  5.  On  Miracles  pcrformiHl  by  the  relies  of  Jjt. 
Francis  Xavier  in  tlio  collejio  of  tlic  Jesuits  at  Meclilin; 
written  in  IDn^^lisli  ami  in  Irish. 

HoNAVKNTUBK  Daron,  «  native  of  Clonmel,  was  nejiliew  to 
liUko  Wndilinf;,  and  became  n  Franciscan  in  Rome.  He  ■was 
afterwards  constituted  lecturer  of  divinity  at  St.  Isidore's, 
where  lie  died  at  a  very  advanecil  age,  a.d.  ItiOG.*  ills 
writings  are:  1. 1'rolnsioncs  l'hilo.sopliia3.     2.  Onitiones  Panc- 

fyricip;  Uouite,  lfi43.  3.  Mctra  Aliscellanea.  4.  Obsidio  et 
Ixpngnatioarcis  Duncannon  sub  Thoina  Prestone.t  5.  Scotus 
Dafensus.  >fi.  Controvcfsiie  et  Strataj;emata.  7,  Epistoho 
faniiliares  Parasneticjo.  8.  Opiiscida  Varia.  9.  Thcologia 
Universa  (in  six  volumes) ;  Pari8iis,.lG76.  10.  Johannes  D. 
Scotus  do  Angelia  defensus.  11,  Annalcs  Ordinis  SS.  Trini- 
tatis' lledeinptionis  Cttptivorum ;  Uonia;,  1G8G. 

Tiic  seventeenth  century  forms  one  of  the  most  Important 
as  well  as  the  most  awful  e|>ochs  in  the  annals  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland.  It  is  very  remarkable  that  the  character  of  reli- 
gious innovation,  whether  in  the  primitive  nges  pf  the  Chnrch 
or  in  moiTbnb'yiuies,  has  been  invariably  the  same;  and  it  is 
heldWp'to  Jno  worUl  encompassed  with  all  those  marks  which 
renilcr  it  ofliUus  to  heaven  and  hateful  to  man,  among  which 
the  hcincms  primes  of  plunder,  bloodshed,  and  anarchy  are  to 
bo  seen  in  the  foreground.  When  Henry  VIII.  and  Elizabeth 
had  attempted  to  force  religious  novelties  on  the  people  of  this 
country,  the  scenes  which  then  took  place  were  tragical 
enough;  a  greater  >-ariety  of  characters  was,  however,  re- 
quired lor  the  full  development  of  the  piece :  in  the  seven- 
teenth centary  they  appeared  in  abundance,  while  Ireland,  the 
unfortunate  tlteatre  on  which  they  figured,  was  soon  made  to 
overflow  with  deadly  torrents,  the  waters  of  which  have  not 
been  cxhausteil  even  at  this  present  day.  These  observations 
arcfindeed,  awfully  illustrated  by  the  whole  series  of  historical 
events  Contained  in  tho  foregoing  chapters;  their  truth  was 
never  yet  qnestioned  by  any  honest,  impartial  writer;  and 
while  tlio  deeds  which  >yere  perpetrated  had  been  lamented  by 
all,  there  could  no  one  bo  found  so  utterly  bereft  of  all  natural 
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feelings  ns  to  think  of  entering  upon  their  jnatiflcation.  Wo 
■hall  not,  thcrefuro,  continuu  In  dwell  l<in(,'er  on  these  scenca; 
but  rather  t;ik«  the  o]i|)ortuMltv  of  otJcrinj;  a  few  brief  remarks 
on  Bucli  of  the  other  cvoiita  of  this  eijntury  as  hiivo  jjiven  rise 
to  a  diversity  of  opinion  among  contenipurary  or  subsequent 
writers. 

The  conduct  of  tho  supreme  council  in  consenting  to  the 
treaty  of  Ormond,  ami  tluit  of  tho  nuncio  in  rejecting  it,  and 
nt  tho  same  time  separating  himself  from  that  body,  form  a 
subject  on  which  historians  have  not  been  found  to  a^jree. 
Some  of  those  contemplating  tho  bold  position  nhieh  the 
coni^'dcratcs  iinil  at  that  time  sustained,  are  willing  to  tlirow 
tho  whole  blame  of  these  proceedings  on  the  supreme  council; 
while  otliers,  with  e(|ual  earnestness,  appear  to  advocate  tho 
conduct  of  that  assembly,  and  become  ns  severe  as  they  aro 
unsparing  in  their  censures  on  the  nuncio.  The  truth  might, 
pcrhdps,  lie  as  a  medium  Iwtween  these  two  opinions.  Scarcely 
have  wo  over  witnessed  an  occurrence  of  this  nature,  without 
some  error  having  been  connnitted  on  both  sides.  It  certainly 
does  apiwar  that  the  supreme  council  had  taken  a  wrong  step; 
while  on  the  oiIict  haiul  it  is  equally  clear  that  the  nuncm 
had  acteilnith  an  imprudence  the  litbst  mischievous  and  fatal, 
and  for  which  no  possible  remedy  could  afterwards  be  dis- 
covered. The  snprcme  council — the  whole  confederate  body 
bound  lliemselvfs  by  a  solemn  oath,  never  to  lay  down  their 
arms  until  they  had  seen  then-  religion  on  a  full,  free,  and 
secure  basis.  Now  it  Is  certain  that  Ofmond  ott'ereil  them  no 
•uch  desideratum:  ho  ainiulleil  the  solcinn  and  perfect  treaty 
which  had  been  etitored  into  with  (ilamorgan,  and  in  its  ste.ad 
Bubstituteil  a  mere,  empty,  political  bubble;  he  gave  them 
temporary  toleration,  artfullv  coupled  with  u  restitution  of 
property  to  such  of  the  luibditv  and  gentry  as  had  sullcreil 
iluring  the  contiscations  of  the  late  reigns.  Were  terms  such 
as  tlicso  siitKcient  to  satisfy  a  nation  of  conquerors?  with  tho 
wholo  country  in  their  hands;  their  enemies  split  into  parties; 
England  and  Scotland  rent  asunder  between  tlie  supporters  of 
Charles  and  the  fanatics  thirsting  for  his  blood.  Had  tho 
aupreme  council  stood  lirm,  it  is  nmre  than  probable  that  at 
that  very  ti»iw*a  period  would  at  length  have  been  put  to 
the  miseries  of  Ireland,  civil  rights  wouM  have  been  conceded 
to  the  Catholics,  their  religion  allowed  to  llourislias  in  days  of 
yore,  and  tho  empire  saved  from  the  eternal  disgrace  of  having 
the  scaffohl  flowing  with  tho  blood  of  the  sovereign. 

The  snprcme  council,  or  rather  the  aristocratic  portion  of  it, 
were,  by   their  interested  servility,  guilty  of   a  high  crime 
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■gniniit  tlio  nation ;  the  imprudent  conduct  of  t)io  nuncio  wits 
■till  more  criniiiml.  Unity  is  alwiiys  and  in  all  cases  the  cer- 
tain forerunner  of  success ;  but  if  once  the  spirit  of  dissension 
be  allowed  to  enter,  tho  catastrophe  may  bo  cxi>cctcd  iuimo- 
iliately  after.  What  good  did  tho  nuncio  effect  l>y  nsscnibling 
the  clerpy  nt  Wiiterford,  iuiprisoning  tlio  members  of  tho 
council  and  fulminating  his  censures?  lie  realized  the  antici- 
]uitions  of  Orniond,  and  made  the  breach  wider;  one  defeat 
was  followed  by  another  in  frightful  succession,  until  the  whole 
bulk  of  his  resonrceit  becnnie  a  wreck,  and  ho  wns  driven  to 
the  necessity  of  taking  refuge  in  the  town  of  Galway.  His 
claim  fertile  re.stituliiiu  of  ecclosiuslical  property  was  fair,  but 
it  could  well  be  dispensed  with.  Had  the  church-property, 
secular  as  well  as  inouostic,  been  restored,  tho  clergy  would 
have  obtiiiueit  nothing  but  what  they  hail  a  riirlit  to ;  but  it 
must,  at  the  nanu(  time,  bo  recollected,  that  religion  can  do 
very  well  without  such  an  auxiliary,  or  call  it  hy  its  proi)er 
term,  an  incumbrance.  Ueligiou  never  fluurislies  so  well  as 
when,  separttlod  altogether  from  opulence,  it  is  allowed  to 
shine  fortTi  in  tho  unmixed  and  heavenly  elFnlgcnco  of  its  own 
meiits.  If  any  portion  of  this  pro]>crty  should  bJ  im|)crativcly 
demanded,  it  ought  to  be  that  which  had  been  loft  in  trust  for 
the  hospitals  anil  alms-houses  of  the  country,  or  in  other  words 
for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Ireland;  in,  place  of  which  we 
are  now  obliged  to  have  poor  laws  and  work  house's,  while  tho 
expenses  thereof  ore  thrown  on  the  shoulders  of  an  already 
tottering  coninninity.  Had  tho  muicio  uflccted  a  reconciliation, 
even  at  tho  period  of  the  sucimd  pence,  in  1CI8,  there  might 
have  been  some  chance  for  the  country;  but  he  continued  aa 
inflexililc  as  ever;  unassisted  by.  foreign  friends,  forsaken 
almost  by  all,  and  driven  to  the  very  waves  of  the  Atlantic, 
until  the  blood  of  Charles  I.  at  length  couipleted  the  tragedy, 
and  Kinuccini  was  obliged  to  return  without  success  to  his 
native  land.  It  is  but  fair  to  adil,  that  throughout  the  whole 
of  these  proceedings  this  extraordinary  man  displayed  a  truly 
upright  and  heroic  intrepidity,  and  had  he  arriveil  in  Ireland 
but  six  months  sooner,  tliei'e  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  indo- 
]iendence  of  tho  country  and  of  its  religion  would  have  been 
established  for  ever.* 


*  TUU  theory,  howevor  nlnniiiUii  it  may  Mcni,  ia  (»r  from  lieing  woll 
lunndi'd  1  fur  no  mattiT  «t  what  iwHrnl  after  tho  (urmation  of  the  Irish  Con- 
fcUemcj-  Itiuiiu ilii  might  have  arriveil,  he  wcmhl  atill  liave  hail  to  eiicomiter 
every  Bort  of  oiiiwwition  fn)m  the  Oimonil  faetioii,  who  desiivd  nothing  so 
much  aa  the  extiriMtion  of  the  M  Irisli,  or  Northern  L'atholien.      In  fact,  the 
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On  tlio  subject  of  tlio  romoniitrancc  of  IfiOB  there  appoara 
also  some  diversity  of  opinion,  both  among  the  writers  of  that 
tinio  and  those  of  tlio  present  day.  This  remonstrance  is,  in 
fu(^t,  aul>stnntially  the  snmu  as  the  oalli  of  nlle^'iniico  taken  nt 
present  by  Cathulics;  it  is  also  the  very  aanio  in  substance  with 
the  remonstrance  which  had  been  presented  by  tlio  Irish  clergy 
osseinbleii'at  Dublin  during  that  period.  liiitOrinund,  as  well 
as  his  agent,  Peter  Wulsh,  intended  to  create  a  division  among 
tlio  clerjiy ;  expressions  of  an  insulting  nature  were,  therefore, 
artfully  iiitroducod  into  the  body  of  the  document,  and  tlio 
whole  scheme  was  in  consequence  most  deservedly  exploded. 
Allegiiinco  to  the  ruling  power  is  a  duty  inculcated  by  the 
Catholic  faith ;  but  in  professing  that  allegiance  no  man  is  at 
liberty  to  insult  another,  much  less  tliu  sacred  and  venerable 
bead  of  hia  Church. 

One  grand  feature  is  to  bo  found  in  tlie  events  of  this  cen- 
tury, which  might  bo  very  properly  denominated  "  a  practical 
lesson  for  tyrants."  Laws  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  bar- 
barism were  enacted  and  enforced,  for  the  purpose  of  crushing 
for  ever  the  education  and  literature  of  the  country.  Uut 
they  all  most  fortunately  met  the  very  fate  which  they  de- 
served. Irish  students  in  vast  multitudes  Hocked  even  to  the 
moat  remote  regions  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  proclaiming 
as  they  went  along  the  eternal  infamy  of  their  persecutors,  anil 
by  their  writings  as  well  its  by  their  numbers  confirming  the 
observation,  "  that  truth  never  flourishes  so  well  as  when  it  is 
oppressed."  Such  is  the  fact  and  such  is  the  moral  which  this 
Century  unfolds:  let  it  be  hoped  that  the  lesson  may  not  be 
thrown  away  in  vain. 

luailinK  nifmlNirs  nf  the  AiiglO'lri.sIi  fnctinn,  Moiintfjnrret,  Fcanoll.  Sir  Ricfaanl 
Bulliii){H,  ami  otliern,  woio  ciitirt-Iy  lUivotud  to  ()riuoiur«  jMlicy,  and  were 
reotly  at  any  time  bt  c«>ni|>ri>iniiw  their  honor  and  oath,  by  acecpting  Hneh 
tenntt  as  it  nii^ht  have  pU.juiHl  him  t<>  Krant,  'I'he  nnncio  fimiid  the  whol« 
oonntr\'  ii|iht  inUi  luMtile  eani|)8,  and  he  failetl  in  hW  miasiou,  simi'ly  h«uj\(U9  . 
he  emnd  noteffeet  a  fiwioii  of  parties;  (ir,  in  other  worda,  Iweause  ho  was  uoi 
ablo  to  harmonieo  the  moiit  disconlant  elements  of  which  the  Coufoderaey  was 
eomiKwod, 
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CHAPTER    I. 

MtifToniif^  of  thr  Chnrch  of  lK-Iaii>l  itiiring  the  rfign  of  Qntn^n  Anno.— Rcgi»- 
trotioi)  of  the  Catlutliu  CIvrgy.'Awfiil  itftte  of  tbu  Irinb  (-hiirch  on  Uio 
at-coMioii  of  (Jeorite  I. — KpiHtlu  of  tlie  Arcliliidhoii  of  Ciukt-l  to  Clnoent 
X  I. "  tnt4>l«raiH-u  of  the  TrolMtftnt  rrini»t<*,  IK>ulter,  under  (ieorgo  H.-^ 
E|>JNtlo  of  Itciiv'tiet  XIV.  to  tho  ( 'iitholio  Hierarchy  of  Irflland — ('let»rftl 
IVnsfeiition  of  ll-lX  —  HamiltiiirM  ItrLpetrntion  Itill  defeateil — Fornmtion  of 
tho  t.'athulic  IJoiumittce.— (n'orgo  III. —Kxertiuns  of  tlio  Catholic  UiflhoiHi 
in  arresting  tjbft  proi;rpi«  of  WhitcboyiNui. —  l>cath  of  Katber  Sheeby — 
Itevival  of  (.'.itliohc  b^liication.  —  Foiinflation  of  the  Collei[(m  of  Carluw  and 
Maynooth.— Traonactionsof  17!>S— 'Suircntlcrof  the  LegiMlaturaof  Icvlauil, 
ami  uf  Ifer  NatiuuAl  lutleii«Uiluliu«. 

On  Uio  death  of  Willinm  III.,  in  1702,  Anne,  daughter  of 
Janic.t  II,  nsocniU'il  tlio  ISriiish  tlironc.  Conscious  timt  the 
security  "f  her  tillo  ifsted  on  iinli-Catliolic  grounds,  wlintcver 
direction  the  current  of  state  ]i.irtie.s  shoulil  Impiicii  to  take,  sho 
WH9  siirc  of  heinf;  carried  alont;  witli  it:  at  one  time,  tlio  torioa 
ruled,  at  nnotlier  tho  \\hi<^s  niaintaincAtho  a.sccndancy;  but 
whether  \vhi<;  or  tory  Imd  preponderated  ni  tlic  political  balance 
tlie  Cathcjiics  of  Ireland  \ver(^  equally  doomed  to  suffer.  Tho 
penal  code  had  now  <;ro«n  to  such  magnitude,  tlurt  it  became 
nnwiehly  and  even  di.ignstin;;,  l<>  many  of  those  who  had  been 
intrusted  witli  its  execution ;  on  tho  other  liand,  tho  Catholics, 
whoso  externiinati(m  had  been  long  since  anticipated,  were  seen 
to  multiply,  while  the  hatred  of  their  enemies  appeared  to  ba 
redoubled  in  .the  very  same  ratio.  In  accordance  with  this 
feeling,  tho  wliigs,  in  1703,  introduced  into  tho  Irish  House  of 
Commons  a  measure,  which  even  in  the  absence  of  every  other 
penal  enactment,  might  bo  properly  termed  a  compendium  of 
all  legal  oppression;  it  was  entitled  "a  bill  to  prevent  the 
further  growth  of  popery,"  and  was  at  tho  same  time  presented 
to  Ormond,  then  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  with  a  prayer  that 
it  might  meet  his  support  and  recommendation.  Ormond 
entered  warndy  into  the  views  of  the  petitioners;  the  bill  re- 
ceived his  decided  approbation,  and  althongh  tho  sacramental- 
test  clause  had  been  tliroiwn  in  as  a  dead-weight,  Presbyterians 
as  well  as  higli-cliurchnien,  gave  it  their  snjiport :  it  passed  tho 
commons,  and  obtained  the  loval  absent  on  the  4th  of  March, 
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1701.  Ill  tile  execution,  however,  of  tliU  incnsiiro,  n  variety 
of  iiii|)0(limcnt9  presented  thoniaetvct;  tlie  uiuiiitinKV  of  the 
]iuhh'c  iiiforinor  couUI  not  well  be  dispensed  with,  while  the 
cooperation  of  an  unfeelinp  magistracy  was,  |icrhaj>s,  still  more 
inijispcnsahly  demanded.  With  ii  view,  therefore,  of  removing 
that  natinnni  and  natural  indignation  which  must  always  pur- 
sue the  former  class,  the  commons  resolved  "  that  the  prosecu- 
4ini;  and  inl'urming  against  papists  was  an  h(mourablo  service  ;"* 
anil  lost  any  of  the  feelings  which  belong  to  our  common  hu- 
manity, should  make  Iheir  way  to  the  magisterial  bench,  it 
was  in  like  manner  resolved  "that  all  magistrates  who  neglected 
to  execute  these  laws,  were  betrayers  of  the  libertiet  of  the 
klngdom,"t 

That  the  act  already  noticed  might  become  a  productive  in- 
strument, it  hail  been  doomed,  even  before  its  birlh,  to  have 
it  in  tlie  first  iniitiiiice,  levelleil  against  the  clergy.  It  was 
accordingly  ai  compnnied  by  an  act  of  registr.ition,  agreeably 
to  which  each  secular  priest  in  the  kingdimi  was  required 
to  appear  at  the  quarter  sessions  to  bo  held  after  the  24th  of 
ilunc,  1701,  and  there  register  the  place  of  his  abode,  his 
name,  age,  and  |>:irisli,  also  the  date  of  his  ordination,  the 
name  of  the  prelate  from  whom  be  had  received  orders,  and 
give  security  for  his  constant  residence  in  the  district  assigned 
him;  shouM  he  presume  to  keep  a  curate,  he  was  liable  to  the 
penalty  of  transportation,  and  ot  high  treason  in  cose  of  return. 
In  the  meantime  all  liisliops,  vicai's-gcnerol,  secular  priests  not 
registered,  and  regulars  of  every  order,  were  subjected  to  the 
statute  of  the  7th  of  William  1II.4  and  compelled  to  quit  the 
kingdom.  The  deadly  object  of  such  a  niea.suro  must  appear 
obvious:  on  former  occasions,  for  want  of  sutKrient  evidence, 
it  was  sometimes  found  impossible  to  convict  a  nriest,  whereas 
now  they  bad  but  to  evoke  the  storm,  and  their  victim  stood 
before  them  adjudged  by  his  own  written  acknowledgment.  . 
,  This  registration  was  executed  according  to  counties,  while 
the  number  registered  throughout  Ireland  amounted  to  1080.§ 
Notliwithstandiirg  all  these  precautions,  the  bill  "  for  the 
further  growth  of  ])opery"  manifested  such  symptoms  of 
imbecility,  that  nothing  was  beard  but  complaints  and  lamen- 
tiitioiis  from  every  man  who  hail  submitted  himself  to  tho 
disgrace  of  being  in  any  manner  mixed  up  with  it.  Many  of 
the  bishops,  vast  mimliers  of  the  secular  clergy,  and  almost 
tho  whole  boily  of  the  friars  continued  with  unbending  firm- 
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nesH  in  tlio  kin;;(loin :  tlicy  retired  tu'  thoso  nsyluma  which 
Nature  liail  pri-inircd  for  tliern,  anil  to  wliirh  tlicy  had  been 
Ion);  ncciHtdinud — tn  the  cavcnis  of  tho  mountain  and  to  tho 
wild  iiii|Hiii»il>lo  nloraracs  of  the  country.  Such  as  had  sub- 
mitted III  exile,  found  iininodiate  protection  in  the  generosity 
of  other  nations,  and  ero  long  were  favoured  with  opportuni- 
ties uf  returning  in  disguise  to  their  native  land.  The  pictai^ 
which  Ireland  exhibited  under  the  tory  administration  of 
queen  Anno  was  awful  eniiiigh;  it  was,  Imwover,  considered 
cnpablo  of  a  darker  shitile;  it  remained  fur  the  whig  goverii- 
iiieiit  under  the  earl  of  Wharton  to  complete  tho  terror  of  tho 
piece.  In  the  speech  of  that  viceroy  to  the  parliament  of  1709, 
lie  worked  upon  the  imssions  of  the  house  by  malioious  re- 
ferences to  the  miiiicrical  strength  of  the  Catholics,  by 
exhibiting  them  as  a  disloyal  and  treacherous  people,  and  by 
denouncing  the  existing  laws  as  insulKcieiit  to  ottain  tho  end 
contemplated — their  total  cxtcriniiiation.*  To  an  assembly 
already  prepared  for  measures  of  destruction,  this  language 
was  more  than  iiitelligilile:  the  commons  accordingly  resolved 
"  that  several  popish  bishops  had  lately  come  into  the  kingdom, 
and  by  urdaining  great  iiumbei's  had  ]iresunied  to  continue  the 
succession  of  tho  lioiiiish  priesthood,  and  that  their  return 
was  owing  to  a  defect  in  the  laws."  A  reward  of  fifty  |>ounils 
was  oll'ereil  for  the  conviction  of  a  bishop  or  other  ilignitary 
exercising  jurisdiction,  and  twenty  for  every  regular:  this 
money  to  bo  levied  on  the  Catholics  of  tho  county  in  which 
the  individual  had  beun  detected ;  in  the  meantime  it  was 
ordained  that  all  |«>pi8h  schoolmasters,  ushers,  or  private 
tutors,  should  be  subjected  to  the  same  penalties  as  the  pro- 
scribed ecclesiastics.  Nothing  now  reiiiaiiied  to  complete 
tho  barbarity  of  this  code  except  the  direct  extinction  of  tho 
registered  clergymen;  it  was,  tliereforo,  ordained  that  bcfofe 
tho  25lli  of  Alareli,  1710,  each  registered  priest  should  pre- 
sent himself  at  tho  quarter  sessions,  and  there  take  tho  oath 
of  abjuration,  under  a  iienalty  of  transportation  for  life,  and 
of  high  treason  if  ho  should  ever  after  presume  to  return  to 
the  coiintry.f  Out  of  one  thousand  and  eighty  registered 
priests,  thirty-three  yielded  tp  tho  tempest  and  took  the  oath  it 
the  remainder  stood  firm,  ami  set  the  terrors  that  surrounded 
them  at  defiance.  During  this  awful-  crisis  the  unmerited 
sufferings  of  the  Irish  priesthood  awakened  the  sympathies  of 
many  a   benevolent  and   noble  heart;    but  among  all  their 

■  f 
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benofacton,  tlio  nnmc  of  Joliii  V.,  king  of  Portugal,  dcaervos 
to  Ix)  |)lttcu(l  on  eternal  record.  lie  rucoivctl  tlio  proscribed 
exiles  with  tlio  iifTcetion  »(  a  jutront,  fulc  for  tlioir  Horrowa, 
•lii'ltercd  tlieni  from  their  nppreaaora,  and  aiippliod  them  with 
the  meana  of  a  conifortahio  subaiatenco  within  his  dominions. 
For  these  acta  he  received  the  congratiiliitiona  of  Clement  XI. 
in  n  letter  full  of  tenderness,  which  tliiit  iMmtiir  had  addressed 
to  him  through  the  ogenov  of  John  Slyne,  the  expatriated 
bishop  of  Cork,  nml  of  Antiiony  Carroll,  n  learned  Dominican 
of  the  convent  of  I,orrai;h.* 

At  thw  close  of  Anne's  reign,  the  politics  of  England  under- 
went a  coniiilete  revolution:  the  whigs  were  thrown  out  of 
oflico,  and  the  torica  got  the  ascendancy.  From  henceforth 
the  two  mrtios  assailed  each  other  nilh  rancorons  animosity; 
and  in  the  violence  and  fury  of  tile  contest,  they  both  lost 
sight  of  the  Catliulics.  Anne  dicil  on  the  lat  of  August, 
IyH.  She  was  the  last  nnd  the  worst  of  the  Stuarts,  trom 
the  moment  they  nscen<le>l  the  Dritisli  .l\rciiie,  they  became  a 
degenerate,  a  selllsli,  and  an  ungiiiteful  family ;  they  crouched 
to  their  enemies,  and  forsook  their  frienils,  and  Nature  seems 
to  have  forsaken  ihcmseives.  Anne  died  without  leaving  an 
ofTspring  to  Inherit  her  crown  an<l  dignity. 

The  accessicui  of  the  .house  of  Itrunswick  to  the  Dritish 
throne^  relieved  the  |)Hlilic  niin<l  with  the  moat  favourable 
anticipationa;  if  these  hail  not  been  realized,  that  must  be 
attributed  rather  to  the  bigotry  of  a  self-interested  faction, 
than  to  any  inherent  dis|M)sition  lor  intolerance  on  the  nart  of 
the  new  sovereign,  George  I.  Liberty  of  conscience  had  at 
the  time  been  acknowledged  in  his  German  dominions,  while 
the  military  profession,  to  which  he  bad  ^evotcd  no  small 
(mrtioii  of  Ilia  life,  must  have  contributed  to  render  him  an 
ailmirer  of  this  noble  and  sacred  principle.  This  monarch 
had  been  scarcely  aeatcd  on  the  throne,  when  the  hatred  of 
a  whig  administration  was  directed  against  the  Catholics. 
In  1715,  the  Scotch  raised  the  standard  of  revolt  in  favour  of 
the  Pretender;  and  although  the  ranks  of  the  insut-gcnts  had 
been  composed  chiefl.v  of  Presbyterians,  and  that  Ireland 
had  at  the  time  presenteil  an  universul  calm,  nevertheless, 
the  Catholics  were  marked  out,  and  pursued  with  the  same 
rancour,  as  if  they  had  actually  fiikeii  the  held  in  support 
of  the  Scottish  cause.  In  pursuance  of  an  address  from  the 
commons,  the  lords  jimtices  issued  orders  for  the  npprelusn- 
sioii  of  many  of  the  Catholic  nobility ;  at  the  same  time  the 

*  Vide  BuIUr.  Or.  rr»li«t  t-  vi.  ii.  403. 
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cliapt'lH,  throuKhuiit  tliu  kin);<loiii,  were  oliligi-d  to  be  closed ; 
jirii'sta  w<!ro  wizt'il,  in  several  imtiinccii,  on  the  Very  altars; 
and  li\irric(J  to  prison,  ami  the  usual  cncouragcmont  was  hold 
out  to  informers.*     To  the  credit  of  these  times,  however,  it 
must  liu  oliservcd,  that  this  description  of  miscreants,  usually 
termed  priett-cuichert,  were   f;enerully   Jews,  who  pretended 
to  be  converts  to   the  Olirislian  relifrion,  and  some  of  them 
assumed  even  tlio  charncler  nf  the  priesthood,  for  the  purpose 
of  insinuating!  themselves  more  rea<lily  into  tlie  confidence  of 
the  clerfiy.     The  most  notorieu*  fHKm);  them  was  n  Portu- 
guese Jew,  named  (lorzia ;  by  means  of  this  wiretch,  seven 
iiriests    had  been  apprehended   in  Dublin,  and  banished  the 
kingdom.    Of  this  number,   two  were  Jesuits;  one   was  n 
Unminicun,  one  a  francisean,  ond  three  were  secular  priests.t 
The    pt'rsccntion    would,    no   doubt,    liavu    been    conducted 
with  UKiro  rii^our,  were  it  not  for  the  ]mblic  ftdniin  in  which 
this  infamons  tribe    hail'  been   held,   not  only  by  Catholica, 
but    also    by    Kreut    numbers   of    higli-nunded,    benevolent 
I'rotestunls;   whenever  these   informers  appeared    in  public, 
they  wore  sure  to  be  received  with  marked,  execration ;  they 
were  hooted  and  pelted  in  the  very  streets  of  the  metropolis. 
The  hiyalty  and  |  I'liccable  demeanour  of  the  Irish  Catliolica 
ut   length  cimfdunded  their  very  enemies;    that  not  one  of 
them  had  been  implicated  in  this  insurrection  was  honourably 
atteste<l  and  fullv  cstablisheil  by  the  I'rutestant  primate.  Stone, 
in    his  memorable  address  to  the  House  nf  Lords,  in   17G2. 
While  the  Chtireh  of  Ireland  had  been  thus  assailed  by  un- 
disfrniscd    persecntlon,  the  .French   Jansenista  were  contem- 
plating the  overthrow  of  her  orthoiloxy,  by  means  of  secret 
agents  as  well  as  by  the  circulation  of  books  rej>leto  with  their 
seductive  but  pernicious  doctrines.}     It  was  on  this  occasion 
that  the  father  of  the  faithful,  Clement  XI.,  had  been  pleased 
to   manifest   an    additional   token   of   his  solicitude   lor  the 
spiritual   securitv  of  the  people  of    this  country.     Through 
tile  agency  of  N'incentiiis  Santini,  the  internuncio  at  Urussels, 
that  |>oiitltr,  in  1710,  had  an  admonitory  atldrc-^s  lransinitte<i 
to  the  prelates  of  Ireland,  cantiuifliig  them  against  the  im- 
[icnding  danger,  and  at  the  same  time  signifying  his  wish  of 
receiving   from    them   some    publicly-avowed  declaration   of 
their  acceptance  of  the  constitution  usually  styled  "Uriige-, 
nitus."§     The  will  of  the  pontilV  met  with  cheerful  obedience; 
letters    expressive  of   attachment  to  the  Holy  See,  and  of 
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coinmnnioii  witli  tlio  Clmrcli  of  iige«,  wcro  fumi«lie(l  on  tho 
]iart  nf  cneli  ineiiilicr  of  tlio  Irish  liivriircliy ;  tliu  import  of 
tliou  ilociiincnta  wan  siibstiintialiv  tliu  Mime;  fur  wliicli  rvaaoii 
it  may  lie  auHii'ient  to  prenciit  in  lliia  pliiro  a  liriuf  extract  from 
tho  opiallu  wliieli  liad,  at  tliisi  time,  Iwvn  addreasi'd  to  tlio  lieiut 
of  tlio  ('liurcli,  by  tlie  venerable  and  learned  arclibisho])  of 
("luhel,  Cliristoplicr  llutler.  Tliis  prelate  was  a  member  of 
the  Ornioiid  family,  and  waa  born  on  the  Ittth  of  January, 
1(173,  in  (iarryrieken,  tlio  princely  reiiidence  of  hia  ancestors, 
in  the  county  of  Kilkenny.  Having,'  been  ordained  a  priiwt, 
he  devoted  several  years  to  tho  dutiea  of  an  arduous  mission 
in  Oaaorv,  his  native  diocese,  and  ill  October,  1712,  was 
appoiiiteJ  to  succeed  Kdward  Cumerford,  in  tho  metropolitan 
SCO  of  Caaliel.  l)v»T  this  diocese,  Christopher  lliiiler  pieaiiled 
for  forty-tive  years;  he  died  at  West  Court,  in  the  county  of 
Kilkenny,  on  tlio  4lli  of  September,  1757,  ami  was  buried  in 
Kilcosh,  the  ancient  cemetery  of  his  ancestors.  The  letter 
already  alluded  to  coinmenccs  in  tho  following  words: — 

"  Most  Holy  Father — The  most  reverend  and  illustrious  the 
interiiiiiicio  at  Itrussels,  liiu  signified  to  me,  iitiinbic  as  I  am, 
that  your  holiness,  out  of  your  great  zeal  for  religion,  expresses 
II  wi.sh  to  ri'ceive  from  the  bishops  of  Ireland  some  testimonial 
of  their  obe<lienco  to  and  observance  of  tho  constitution 
usually  termed  '  Unigenitus.'  ■  To  this  most  reasonable 
desire,'  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  all  and  each  of  thcso 
prelates  will  accede,  agreeably  to  that  obedience  which  is  due 
to  the  Holy  See  and  to  yourlioliiiess,  who  so  gloriously  presides 
therein,  and  that  among  tlieiii  not  one  shall  be  found  who  will 
not  liubscrilie  to  the  aforesaid  most  wise  constitution,  without 
any  tergiversjitioii,  cavil,  or  mental  reservation  whatever.  For 
altliougli  we  are  poor  in  this  world,  still  are  we  rich  in  faith; 
if  wo  bo  deprived  of  our  episcopal  revenues,  we  have  not, 
however,  forfeited  that  obeilience  which  we  are  bound  to 
yield  to  those  who  are  placed  over  us;  if  we  sufler  under  the 
sword  of  persecution,  we  shall  never  create  a  schism  in  tho 
body  of  Christ,  or  to  the  utmost  of  our  power  allow  it  to  bo 
done.  Wo  may  be  despised  and  oppressed,  but  we  will  ever 
be  solicitous  to  preserve  with  i/oii,  our  head,  the  unili/  of  »»iVi< 
in  the  bond  of  veacc:  in  short,  although  we  traverse  the  plains 
of  our  native  land  in  distress  and  aflhction,  nevertheless,  there 
abide  within  us,  oven  to  this  day,  that  fervent  love  and  vene- 
ration towards  the  Mother  and  Mistress  of  all  Churches,  and 
that  desire  to  preserve  all  those  divine  rjtcs,  which  more  than 
thirteen  hundred  years  ago,  had  been  established  among  our 
ancestors,  by  that  glorious  ai'oslle,  St,  I'atrick,  whom  your 
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prpilecotior,  St.  Celcatinc  I.,  Irail  coiiiiniwi^nod  to  pieach 
aincingst  them.  Willi  justice  do  wo  ({loiy  in  tlio  fact,  that 
among  our  prc(lecr»»ors  In  tho  hierarchy,  not  one  can  bo  IbunJ 
wlio,  iu  a  matter  of  faith,  lias  (tared  to  manifest  resist- 
anco  to  any  constitution,  decree,  or  apostolical  diplouia. 
Moreover,  were  it  necessary,  we  Imvo  oven  a<lditional  motives 
in  which  to  glory;  inasmucli  as  neither  by  us,  or  by  our 
clergy,  or  by  our  people,  havoany  of  those  profane  and  novel 
terms,  religtow  tilence  or  the  (jiienlion  of  riijhl  and  nf  fact  been 
adopted  in  contempt  of  the  lawfully  constituted  alithorily; 
nor  have  those  iiiliimous  Imoks,  which  caused  so  much  di.sturb- 
anco  and  scandal  iu  (!atliolic  countries;  been  known,  unless, 
jM-rliaps,  by  name,  to  the  greaty  part  of  onr  nation.  That 
I  ive  and  reverence  for  the  Koinan  |)ontitt',  which  is  tho  first 
sound  that  strikes  our  ears,  which,  in  infancy,  has  been  planteil 
ill  our  hearts,  and  iu  a  manner  forms  a  component  part  of  our 
nature,  have  long  since  banished  these  and  such  liMjkiovcltics 
from  our  land.  ^^ 

"  Instructed  by  aliostoliail  documents  and  by  tho  uniiiter- 
ruptod  tradition  of  ages,  wo  are  coulident,  most  holy  father, 
that  to  you  is  committed  the  important  charge  of  protecting 
tho  flock  from  the  ravages  of  the  %volf,  of  leading  them  into 
salutary  pastures,  ami  ot  securing  them  from  whatever  may 
be  noxious:  a  duty  which,  by  the  aforesaid  constitution,  you 
.  have  admirably  executeil.  That,  therefore,  no  doubt,  may 
remain  of  tho  purity  ttu<l  integrity  of  our  faith,  we  hereby 
give  our  assent  in  heart  and  in  mind  to  that  document  and 
constitution  which,  about  ton  yeais  ago,  your  holiness  had 
thought  proper  to  declare  in  -jour  paternal  letter  to  the  Gal- 
lican  clergy.  This,  our  mode  of  proceeding,  is  iu  jjcrfect 
accordance  with  the  faith  of  our  fathers,  and  with  tho  uninter- 
rupted tradition  of  ages;  it  is  the  rule  of  tlio  Irish  hierarchy 
as  well  as  of  the  other  Cliurches  of  the  Christian  world,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  those  convict  themselves  of  having  deviated 
from  it,  who  refuse  to  subscribe  to  that  most  salutary  consti- 
tution."* 

While  the  abettors  of  Jansenism  had  been  thus  timely 
defeated,  the  Irish  Catholics,  by  reason  of  their  numbers  and 
jicrsevering  spirit  of  entcrprize,  began  at  length  to  acquire  a 
share  of  influence,  especially  in  tlie  cities  and  commercial 
towns  of  the  kingdom.  Their  rising  importance  excited  tho 
jealousy  and  fears  of  those  who,  from  tiieir  station,  should 
liavo  been  tlie  unbiassed  patrona  of  public  merit,  but  with 
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whom  patriotism  was  iiiorcly  a  vaj^ue  term,  adopteil  some- 
timcn  fi>r  friiftiuiml  purpose*,  nml  at  nil  times  for  th»Bttain- 
nicnt  of  tliinr  onii  iiiono|iol/  ami  a^Rriindiftnient.  To  such 
impiira  nnti-iiulioiiiil  aoiirceii  iiiiist  be  IniccJ  thonu  diaguating 
clause!!  wlilcli  lind  been  devised  by  Irish  legislators  nt  the 
close  of  this  reign — measures,  at  tlio  liuro  mention  of  which 
huiuanity  recoils,  and  wliicli,  uUIioukIi  they  had  been  acci- 
ilentally  defeated,  must  reflect  eternal  disgrace  on  the  indi- 
viduals by  whom  they  huil  been  contrived.  The  penal  coilo 
had  been  already  swellc!!  to  an  awful  magnitiiil^;  every  nienns 
within  the  reach  of  tlio  most  refined  cruelty  had  b««.n  putint6 
Operation;  nevertheless,  leave  was  once  more  given  for  intro- 
ducing into  the'  house,  the  heads  of  n  bill  for  amending  the 
net  already  |nitsed  to  prevent  the  further  growth"/  p<)|iory. 
To  this  bill  was  appended  a  clause  which  would  atA>neo  upset 
tlio  (areclibility  of  the  fact,  were  it  not  for  the  stern  testimony 
of  authenticated  records.  It  proposed  the  castration  of  tho 
Irish  priesthood;  n  nicosure  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to 
after  a  short  debate,  and  was  ordered  to  bo  laid  before  tho 
lord  lieutenant,  with  n  prayer  "  that  he  would  rcconinicud  it 
in  the  most  ell'ectual  manner  to  bis  majesty.''  A  memorial, 
however,  was  presentcil  by  an  Irish  agent  to  tho  duke  of 
Orleans,  then  regent  of  Frtuico ;  through  the  mediation  of  that 
prince,  it  met  with  the  fate  which  it  deserved ;  it  never  obtained 
the  royal  assent.*  Owing  to  tho  decay  q{  agriculluro,  to  tithes 
and  rack-rents,  the  three  last  years  of  this  reign  were  marked 
liy  uu  almost  continued  niul  unprecedentcil  famine;  in  the 
midst  uf  these  national  calamities,  Ueorgo  I.  closed  his  mortal 
career;  be  died  on  the  Hsl  of  June,  Xlil,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  (leorge  II. 

Although  tho  great  bulk  of  the  population  had,  even  nnud 
tho  terrors  of  death,  hitherto  clung  with  an  unshnkeiv,  fidelity 
to  the  creed  of  their  fathers,  nevertheless,  the  same  noble  testi- 
mony cannot  bo  adduced  with  refcreiieo  to  certain  bnuiches 
of  the  aristocratic  portion  of  the  community.  The  eradication 
of  tho  Catholic  faith  from  the  ranks  of  the  nobility,  formed 
one  of  the  capital  objects  which  the  l>enal  laws  had,  at  every 
slate,  contemplated.  They  debarred  tliein  from  stations  of 
emolument  and  <lignity  j  they  presented  them  to  the  view  of 
their  fellow-Rubjects  ns  a  proscribed  stigmatised  class,  and  at 
the  sanii.  time  beset  tlicni  with  all  manner  of  allurements  for 
recreancy;  while  that  fortitude,  for' which  their  proijenitors 
stood  illusti  ioua,  unhappily  forsook  thcui :  they  yielded  to  tho 
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pres4iira  of  tlio  atorni,  ■ml  ■banilonoil  tlmt  fiiitli  which  had 
oiico  constitutoil  tliu  |iruii<l  hoiut  mid  glory  of  their  nnoe.itora. 
Sucli  liad  hccn  thv  curu  with  iiiniiy  uf  our  Irish  iiol>ility  nt  this 
oventful  eri»i«;  it  in,  however,  wortliy  of  ri'mnrlt,  that  several 
of  lliem,  who  niibiiiittud  to  a  mere  uxtornaj  niloption  of  I'ro- 
tcstiintioin,  had,  neverthoh^s,  taken  rare  to  retain  Catholic 
prietta  in  their  niansimis,  who  smint  their  days  under  the  secu- 
rity of  dini^iiiite,  and  iiertornufl  the  duties  of  chaplains  and 
tntors  to  their  fainilii's.  It  was  this  liii^eriii^  iiredilection  for 
a  religion  wliicdi  was  never  cnnaciontioiisly  nnandoned,  that 
first  workeil  npon  the  prejudices  and  elii'iteil  the  acrimony  of 
the  primate  lloiilter,  by  whom  the  sprinCH  of  guvcrnment  had 
been  then  rognhiled.  That  prelate,  by  l>irth  an  ]Cngli»hmun, 
and  by  education  an  anti-Irishman,  soenis  to  have  taken  a 
peculiar  delight  in  S|M)rting  with  the  feelings  of  his  fellow 
n)an,  and  of  outraging  all  lliu  suereil  rights  of  liberty  of  coni- 
science.  Willi  a  view  of  upholding  his  system  of  proselytisni, 
he  prepared  the  heads  of  n  bill  piir|H>rtiiig  to  subject  to  the 
i>cnaltica  of  the  code,  all  coiireria  who  should  bo  convicted  of 
tiiiiiging  up  their  children  papists;  the  nicatiuro  passed  without 
op|ioaiti(iii,  while  both  houses  presented  a  vote  ot  thanks  to  his 
majesty  "  for  having  returneil  the  bill,  us  a  happiness  |ieculiar 
to  that  session."*  The  increasing  mass  of  the  Catholic  popu- 
lation had  been  at  times  the  subject  of  bitter  reflection  to  the 
mind  of  Boulter.  In  a  letter  to  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
he  states  the  numerical  ratio  of  Catholics  to  I'rolestunts  as  iivo 
to  one,  although  it  is  certain  that  in  the  year  1728  the  popu- 
lalion  of  Ireland  amounted  only  to  1, 70U,0tX)  souls,  of  which 
number  700,000  were  rrote3tonts;t  while  in  1731  the  total 
number  stood  ut  2,010,321,  and  of  this  mass  1,30U,7()8  were 
Catholics,  and  700,153  .were  I'rotestants.J  Ills  love  for  ex- 
aggeration kept  pace  with  his  hatred  for  the  Catholic  clergy ; 
he  represents  the  number  of  priests  then  in  Irelaiul  at  3,tXX), 
whereas,  if  creilit  be  given  to  the  report  laid  before  tlio  lords, 
in  1731,  they  amounted  in  that  year  only  to  1,415  §  All  his 
ertbrls,  however,  to  create  alarms  throughout  Knglaiul  proved 
abortive,  and  this  man,  who  from  the  station  which  he  oceu- 
pieil  slxmld  have  been  a  friend  to  humanity,  sunk  at  length 
into  the  grave  without  being  able  to  leave  any  other  inomorial 
to  posterity,  except  those  nurseries  of  vice  and  bigotry,  com- . 
inonly  known  by  the  name  of  clKirter-schools!) 
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I'lio  apirit  of  iiilcilurince  lixl,  by  tliia  tiino,  been  carried  to 
the  bifflirst  )iitcb ;  still  some  intervals  n(  rvlnxaliun  might 
ela[MC,  nf  wliicli  tbu  Cathciliix  wmilil  gladly  nvuil  tlieinselvea, 
by  |>vtitiuniiig  aguinst  tliu  o|i|irt'S.Hli>ns  uridur  wliicli  they 
hiboiircil.  It  wsis  on  uilo  of  those  occasions  thnt  a  collection 
nriclnntcd  in  the  county  of  ('ork,  having  for  its  object  the 
di'init  of  n  niposuru  by  wliirh  Catholics  wero  to  be  |>rcventcd 
from  practixiiii;  iii  solicitors.  The  whole  sum  collected  ilid 
not  exceoil  live  |>oiinils,  yet  a  priest  named  Ilennesy,  nlio  had 
been  sunpended  for  misconduct,  licensed  Doctor  M'Carthy, 
the  venei'iiblu  bi»liop  of  ('loyne,  with  having  raised  this 
money  by  an  orilor  from  the  l«)pe,  for  the  luirtMisi^  of  upsetting 
the  reijrning  family,  and  of  introducing  the  Pretender.  Tim 
liisliop's  pa])ers  were  seized  by  Mr.  \a\w,  the  collector  of 
Mallow,  ami  were  transmitted  by  him  to  the  speaker  of  llio 
House  nf  Commons.  A  commitleo  having  been  appointed  to 
examine  tlietn,  it  was  resolve<l  "  that  a  fund  liad  been  estab- 
lished by  IIhj  papists,  through  the  influence  of 'the  clergy, 
detrimental  to  the  I'rotestaiit  interest:  and  that  an  humblo 
addre»s  should  be  -{iresenled  to  tho  lord  lieutenant,  praying 
him  to  issue  his  pmclainatioii,  and  put  the  laws  against  popery 
into  execution."* 

Allhough  the  a.spect  of  the  times  had  been  gloomy  enongli, 
and  ns  may  be  presumed,  the  presence  of  the  pastor  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  security  of  iIks  flock,  yet,  strange  to  say,  » 
degree  of  remissness  on  tho  part  of  some  of  tho  prehites,  bo- 
camo  at  this  time  tho  subject  of  loud  and  serious  complaint. 
It  appears  that  many  of  the  sees  had  for  a  considerable  time 
been  left  without  a  residing  prelate,  and  that  tho  abuse  from 
repetition  was  growing  into  a  confirmed  system.  The  com- 
plaints arising  from  this  non-rcsidcnco  bad  at  length  reached 
the  Holy  See,  and  produced  tho  following  beautiful  letter, 
addrcsscnl  to  the  archbishops  and  biaho]»  of  Ireland,  by  that 
Iearnp<l  and  venerable  father  of  tho  faithful,  Uenodict  XIV. 

"  Venerable  brethren,  health  and  apostolical  benediction. — 
It  has  been  to  us  u  source  of  no  small  alHiction  to  find,  that 
among  the  bishops  of  Ireland,  some  are  so  forgetful  of  the 
cure  of  souls  intrusted  to  their  charge,  that  one,  from  the 
moment  ho  undertakes  the  cpi8C0|)al  office,  never  after  resides 
in  his  diocese;  another,  after  having  devoted  scarcely  a  month 
to  the  concerns  of  his  flock,  retires  into  England,  and  I'roni 
thcncD  into  franco,  Del^ium,  ami  Germany;  while  some  are 
occuttomed  to  viait  their  church  only  once  in  the  year,  and 
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timt  merely  for  a  few  clayg,  u  it  weru  for  tlio  purypie  of 
relaxation.  Nor  can  we  (inil  words  siitHciontly  atronj;;  to 
vspreu  tliv  mirrow  wliicli  tlil.i  iiiexciiaalilo  romisaness  liad 
occiuiiiiioil.  For  what  can  bu  vxiwctcj  friini  this  ahnniofiil 
non-rosidenco,  l)iit  the  certain  ciilamitj'  of  the  |)co|ile,  ami  llio 
ctcriinl  ruin  of  their  soiila?  We  know  from  ex|icrii)nc^,  that, 
even  in  Italy,  erclcslastieal  discipline,  piety,  and  niorats,  must 
deteriornle,  slionid  it  over  happen  tliut  the  bishop  would 
remain  Ion;;  absent  from  his  A'c;  nlihou^h,  in  the  aauiu  Italy, 
there  arc  not  w^intinf;  viftilant  iiastor^,  zealous  and  learned 
t-i'clesiastic!4,  secular  and  regular,  and  vicars  dislinffuished 
for  probity  and  knowledfje,  who  could,  accordin);;  to  tho 
extent  of  their  powers,  vipply  the  place  of  Ihc  ordinary. 
What  then  is  to  be  ex|>ected,  what  evils  arc  not  to  be  dreaded 
in  a  country  where  the  clerjry  are  but  few  in  ninnher,  where 
Ciitliolics  must  livo  among  an  heterodox  |)C0ple,  and  where 
they  are  often  persecuted  by  the  very  magistrates  on  account  of 
their  conscientious  adhereneo  to  the  religion  of  tlieir  fathers  I 
"  Nor  i.s  there  a  necessity  for  instituting  any  new  ordinance 
or  punishment,  with  a  view  to  check  this  evil ;  whereas  ye 
must  be  well  nc(|iiaiiited  with  tho  positive  and  rlf^orons 
manner  in  which  the  sacred  cuiions,  tlie  iqwstolical  constitu- 
tions, and  especially  the  council  of  Trent,  enjoin  on  all 
bishops  the  nbligiition  of  residing  in  their  sees,  and  Of  never 
being  absent  from  the  Hock  committed  to  their  charge, 
unless  ill  cases  of  very  urgent  necessity.  Wo  understand, 
moreover,  that  some  of  you  have  been  already  reminded  of 
those  things,  by  our  venerable  brethren,  tho  cardinals  of 
I'ropagaiida.  Nor  is  this  obligation  of  residing  in  the  see 
complied  with  by  those  who  intrust  the  government  of  their 
church  to  a  vicar  or  siibstitute,  unless,  perha|)s,  for  a  short 
time,  and  urged  by  great  necessity.  It  is  iiideeil  unnecessary 
to  point  out  to  men  well  versed  in  sacred  literature,,  as  yo 
truly  are,  the  dill'ereiico  lictween  what  is  termed  material,  and 
forniai  resilience.  For  who  among  you,  venerable  brethren, 
can  be  ignorant,  that  a  bishop  resides  only  materially  in  his 
church,  when  neither  by  word  or  example  he  di.sseminates  tlio 
word  of  Goil,  or  calls  back  those  who  are  wandering  from 
tho  patliVf  justice,  when  he  affords  no  help  to  such  as  are  in 
"lancer,  or  j)rotects  the  fold  from  tho  incessant  ravages  of  the 
wolf;  ill  all  which  protection  and  pastoral  vigilance,  the 
nature  of  a  real  and  formal  residence  most  pro|)erly  consists. 
Verily,  we  address  men  deejjly  skilled  ill  human  and  divine 
truths,  who  know  well  that  the  salvation  of  souls  is  a  divine 
Work ;  and  that  to  Iced  (he  Hock  of  the  Lord,  is  a  task  to  ba 
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ilreiitlocl  own  liv  an^i'la;  wlierona  tlia  cliivf  Pattor  will  one 
ilty  (Icinuiid  tlivir  bliiuil  lit  viiiir  liiinitji,  if  tlirou);li  your  fault 
orno^lifji'iicu  liny  <>f  tlicin  ahuiilil  |>i'ri>li.  Nor  can  any  of  you 
attempt  to  uxvuau  yoiinu-lvcn  on  tliu  gioiinil  tliiit  tlirso  aniili  liad 

IK'mlicd  without  your  kn>>wlo<l);a,  or  iillu^e  that  audi  ciilumity 
mil  occurroil  diirin);  your  iiliseiico  iinil  tliroufrji  tlio  rvininancaa 
of  your  vicur  ur  auliHtitutu;  for  to  viicli  of  you  inilivlilually  nro 
tlivse  worila  of  tliu  diviiio  oraclo  adilruaai'd:  '  Attend  vc  to  all 


the  flock,  over  which  the  Holy  (jhoat  haa  (ilacvd  you  liiahojn 

i  iiiirclmscd  hy  Ilia 
blood.'*     To  j/(iii,  therefore,  and  not  to  another,  ia  the  precept 


to  );overn  the  cliurch  of  (iod,  which  lie  lina  iiiirchuacd  hy  11 


of  feeding  the  tlock  directed;  on  you  the  eternal  aalvaliouof 
aouU  dc|>cnilB:  a  charge  which  ye  have  iindortuken  with  all 
ita  roa|Kiiiailiility.  Wherefore,  to  yoii  niiiat  juatly  he  atlrihnted 
the  want  of  the  word  of  (iod,  the  iicf^lect  of  tiic  aacmiiients, 
the  corriipliun  of  morale,  and  the  luiiientahle  destruction  of  all 
those  who  are  in  igiionince  and  error.  We,  therefore,  even 
with  learn,  reltecllnj;  on  all  iheiio  thin^ii,  aduionlBli  and  im- 
plore you,  thi'oiigli  the  most  tender  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ, 
whoso  vicegerent  on  earth  we,  though  unworthy,  lmp|ien  to 
lie,  that  moved  wiili  pity  for  your  own  souls,  as  well  as  for 
the  souls  of  those  coinmilted  to  your  care,  ye  would  in  lime  put 
an  end  to  these  evils,  relleeliiig  deeiily  on  that  awful  judgment 
which  the  rriiico  of  pastors  will  ]ironounce  against  those 
who  preside  over  the  Church,  and  do  not  contribute  to  the 
salvation  of  His  people.  I'laco  before  your  eyes  (hat  most 
glorious  and,  to  you,  doinestic  exaniiiles  of  those  uuAibcrlesa 
saintly  bishops,  who,  replenished  with  charity  and  with  a 
burning  love  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  rendered  Ireland 
illustrious  by  th^ir  zeal  liir  the  Catholic  faith,  and  c.Khibiled 
it  to  the  world  as  a  land  abounding  in  sanctity  and  religion, 
Kecall  to  your  minds  that  immortal  apostle  of  your  nation, 
St.  Patrick,  whom  St.  Celestinc,  our  predecessor,  sent  amongst 
you,  and  in  the  liislory  of  whoso  ii|>ostolical  missionary  career 
this,  among  oilier' triumphs,  stands  recorded,  that  Ireland, 
which  had  hitherto  been  the  seat  of  idolatry,  becomes 
at  once  universally  ami  deservedly  celebrated  as  an  iilund 
of  saintt.  Ueeollert  St.  Malachy,  archbishop  of  Armagh, 
mill  legate  apostolic  of  all  Ireland,  whoso  exlraordinary 
zeal  for  the  salvation  of  souls,  is  thus  most  beautifully 
described  by  St  liernard  :  '  Tho  pastor  remained  nniiitimi- 
datcd,  retlecting  within  himself  how  lie  mi^lit  transform  the 
very  wolves  into  sheep:  lie  aduionished  lliem  iiublicly,  he 
reasoned  with  them  in  private ;  he  wept  with  them  individually ; 
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§tk  iiiii)  time,  liu  (riMiU'cl  tlioiii  with  ri^'onr,  at  niiuthcr  with 
^Inily,  ui-ei)riliii)(  iin  tlio  nHtiiro  of  llie  ouso  iniKlit  auum  to 
rcciniic;  liu  Irttvumi'il  lli>i  oily  in  niicut  of  ioiiIh,  anxiouHly 
itusiroiin  to  guiii  tlH'iii  ti>  ('liriat;  liu  journayo<l  tlir<iii)(li  the 
Itinil,  from  ono'S'jftK'hilty  to  tho  othiT;  niul  in  liin  \iri>nm» 
rnlliH'ti'<l,even  i'runi  an  unKrutufiil  |iuoiili',  the  full  iinil  aljiin- 
"limt  incmiiri!  of  ihu  hi'iivtnly  Imivi  nt.  TIkso  JDiirnoyx  he  |«'r- 
fonn«<l  not  on  Imm'luu'k  Imt  nn  foot,  wliieli  uhmu  in  n  com> 
vinciiij;  proof  of  his  iipostolic  iiuTitM.'  Thus  writes  St.  Ik'riianl. 
MorroviT,  revolve  in  your  uiimU  lliu  dininlerciiteil  life  of  St. 
Lnurenee,  iirchl)i.<lin|)  of  Uulijin,  whom,  ilemunileil  of  loyiilty, 
our  |ircilcco»sor,  Alcxumler  III.,  selected  in  the  thinl  council 
of  l^itenin,  »»  le^mte  ii|H)stolie  in  Irelnnil,  nml  whom  llonorins 
HI ,  nlso  our  iiredccessor,  hml  nfternurdH  Bolcuiuly  eanonizcd: 
you  will  then  Iw  seu»ilj|e  whiit  (ireut  thin^H  this  ii|>oiitoliu  niiin 
nim  dono  and  sullereil  fur  lii^  llmk.  Hut  were  we  to  cnunieriito 
hII  thu  luiintly  men,  Coluiidunux,  Kiliau,  Virgil,  Kumold, 
Oulinx,  iiml  nundierleSH  others  who  conveyed  tho  Catholic 
fiiith  from  Ireland  into  other  |irovincea,  or,  nmrtyradike,  ren- 
dered it  f>l<iri(m8  by  their  Mood,  no  sliotdd  encounter  ii  tnak 
which  would  far  exceed  thu  limit-)  of  this  cpiatle.  Let  it 
sulHco  thus  hrii'lly  to  point  out  these  few,  that  ye  may  thu 
more  easily  reeidl  to  your  minds  tho  relij;iou  and  sanctity  of 
your  forefathers,  tofjetlier  with  the  liifjli  solicitude  which 
oclonfjs  to  the  episcopal  di);nity,  and  which  has  cunlribnted  to 
render  these  men  both  glorious  and  hap|>y.  That  y«  may,  to 
thu  utmost  of  your  power,  walk  in  thciit  footsteps,  is  our  re- 
peated and  earnest  prayer  lo  tho  Almi;;lity.  \Ve  have  every 
coididencu  that  you,  influenced  not  so  much  liy  thu  terms  of 
tlijji  paternal  admonition  as  hv  the  dictates  of  conseieiicc,  will, 
from  henceforward,  reside  m  your  respective  iliocescs,  and 
make  the  arduous  duty  of  feedini;  the  Hock  the  subject  of 
rnur  most  serimis  meditations.  Hut  sliould  any  one  of  yon, 
by  reason  of  old  aj;e  or  inlirniity,  become  really  imidequatu  to 
thu  dischar(;e  of  the  |>astoi°»l  duties,  let  him  memorial  us  for  a 
coailjutor,  and  at  thu  same  time  nntily  to  us  him  whom  ho 
should  consider  ([ualilled  to  undertake  that  otilcc:  as  soon  as 
wo  shall  be  made  acijuainted  with  his  piety,  his  learning;,  and 
otherqualitics requisite  for  tho  i>piscopal  cliarj^o,  wo  will  allow 
him  to  he  udvance<l  as  coadjutor.  Meanwhile  we,  with  ]>aternal 
love,  impart  to  you  our  tt(Mistolical  henodictiou. 

"  (iiven  at  Kome,  at  St.  Mnry  Major,  this  Ist  day  of  August, 
A.D.  171(S,  and  in  thu  first  year  of  our  pontMcate."* 


'  VUle  Hib.  Dom.  Suppl.  p. 


sao. 
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During  tlir  Krentrr  |inrt  >'f  ihia  ri'igii  llio  liistory  of  tlio 
Irith  Mtiun  liri-acntii  liltlu  nmrc  lliait  an  uliiiott  coiitiiiiitMl 
■ui-c'fuioii  of  vni'ii'il  ciilauiitit'a.  Tliv  ^citr  1741  wns  unherril 
in  liy  a  drcaillul  fuininc;  fluxei  and  iiiiilicnant  (iiyvn  |>ru- 
viiilvd;  llie  Btrci'to  ami  lii);liwa)a  were  covitimI  witli  tlu>  |H>uios 
of  tlio  (IvucI,  wlillu  llic  niinilier  of  tliom'  n ho icrinlioil  liy  faniinu 
anil  piiiliU'ni'K  liail  l>ci'n  coniiiulccl  at  4tl(),IMi().*  Scarcely  had 
tills  nwfiil  vi»ilntion  milinidcd,  when  llie  runiunr  of  an  intendml 
invaiiiun  liy  Krunce,  umler  Murcuclial  Suxe,  in  174.'l,  su|>|il!eil 
tho  intolerantK  with  new  ground)  for  o|iiirei)si(in.  Inllaniina- 
lory  |mni|>hleta  insued  from  llio  prest;  tliu  pulpit  rtnounded 
Willi  invectives  nj;ain«t  pojieiy,  and  niistoral  lettera  of  n 
aimilar  tendency  hud  lieen  circulated  witliout  nunilwr  through- 
out every  |>urt  nf  ihu  kingiloin:  at  one  tinio  tho  arrext  of 
llio  Calholic  clergy  was  deninnded,  at  nnollier  the  aggregated 
strength   of  tho   coilo  was    to    do    liroiight    into  requisition, 


while  II  iiicinher  of  tho  privy  council  openly  pro|>oscd  an 
indiscriniiimlo  niassarru  of  liie  Catholic  Itopulalion,  as  tho 
only  means  liy  which  tho  safety  of  church  and  slate  could 


lio    secured  f      io   satisfy  this    unnatural   ruge  fur    human 
destruction,  tho  proclamation  of  tho  lord  lieutenant,  Devon- 


an  archbishoi)  or  bisliop;  fifty  ihiuhiIh  for  the  conviction  of 
n  priest,  soculnr  or  regular;  and  two  hundred  fKiunds  for  the 
conviction  of  any  person  who  should  afTord  protection  to  a 
bishop,  Iwsides  the  premium  already  specined  by  luw.^  Thu 
promulgation  of  this  edict  struck  tliu  nation  oncu  mure  with 
dismay;  Catholic  chapels  all  over  thu  kingdom  were  closed, 
and  in  thu  iiieantima  the  clergy  were  obliged  to  take  shelter, 
aoniu  in  thu  recesses  of  ihu  inoiiiitaiii»,  ami  great  nuniljors  in 
the  inctro|M>lis  and  other  |>opulous  cities,  wlicru  they  found 
means  of  concealing  theiiisclvea  among  the  duns  and  ubscuro 
haunts  of  the  |>oor.  This  in  tho  [HTiod  of  which  wo  often 
heard  our  fathers,  in  tlie  bitterness  of  their  soul,  unfidd  many 
u  melancholy  and  heart-rendering  iiarrutive ;  when  tho  divine 
mysteries  were  celebrated  on  the  brow  of  the  mountain,  tho 
unhewn  rock  serving  as  an  altar,  and  tho  canopy  <>f  hcavcii 
as  a  roof  for  the  temple,  and  when  some  were  obliged  to  bo 
stationed  aa  watchmen  in  the  plains  beneath,  while  the  great 
muss  of  tho  jKJopIo  congregated  on  tho  mountain,  were  on 
bended  knees  ollering  up  the  Christian  sacrifice  to  the  (iod  of 
heaven.  Notwithstanding  thu  opportunities  of  concoulment 
•  * 

*  (InMnix  of  lri-l»>i(l,  ill  Cieiitli'inAn's  MAgazini\  vol  ii. 

t  C'KiTy'H  Ittvivw,  vol.  ii.  [•.  'JOO.  I  UiU  Don),  (i.  718. 
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wliii'li  iIki  Inrpe  townn  niiil  cilicii  nlfdnlvil  tn  tlio  dcrfry,  it 
liiriiiiii'  lit  lt'ii);lli  nliiiont  ini|iii)iNil>lc  tii  uiicii|ia  tli»  vi^ihiiu-o  iif 
llii'ir  iiiirHiii'rH.  Ily  nn'unH  of  an  iiMi'riimii,  naint^  I  Aldricli, 
wvcriil  of  tlit'«i!  iiiiilli'iisive  mi'ii  woro,  in  1744,  Bii|>ri'lit'ii(lc(l  in 
Dublin,  niiiuiif;  wliom  ninat  lio  iioticcil  Niclioliu  Kn);liiili,  a 
KPi'iilur  pricot,  lUtaciu'il  tu  tlm  imriuli  of  ,Sc.  I'liul;  Doininick 
Kvlly  nnd  'riioiiiuH  N(iliiii,<'lia|iliiiiin  tu  tlii>  l)<iininii'iiii  niinnpry 
ill  that  city,  ninl  Mii-liurl  l.ytu'li,  ii  Krunci"con.  Nii'liului 
ICiitjIinli  >ni«  arri'Bleil  at  tliu  iillnr  <if  tlio  |iari«li  cli«|)cl  of  St. 
i'aiil,  wliil«  in  llio  net  of  crlolinitinj;  llie  nacTcd  injtHtcrii'a,  uml 
waa  litirriol  oil' to  prisnn:  tliuotlii'm  liaviii;;  been  B|>|>ri'lii>ii(li'<l 
iicMiii  after,  wfiu  c»ii»ii;neil  to  tliu  Bmm>  dunguon.'  Tlu>  ajiirit 
of  (III-  iiurxovutioii  contiimvd  tliua  niialmtud  until  at  lfn>r||i  an 
orcniri'iicu  of  u  moHt  np|iullin)!  natuiuanaki'iiod  llii>  synipalliy 
of  Home  of  the  ,iiiblic  authorilieii.  John  Kilx;;enild,  a  priiiit 
from  the  dinrrse  of  Meath,  attvnded  \>y  n  most  crowiletl 
(■onureciition,  linp|H-ned  to  cek'brulo  Mum  in  »  lioiino  in  Cook- 
ttlrvet,  which  had  Iwcn  almost  cruinblini;  into  ruins:  at  the 
clone  of  thu  sacrifice,  and  iiiiniediately  after  he  hud  );iven  the 
lili'sain^;,  the  loft  );ave  way;  the  iiriu^t  an<l  ninu  of  the  con- 
(jrenation  wcru  oriialied  to  dcalli,  and  jiicat  luimhers  were 
nioriallv  woundcd.f  From  hcneerorth  the  ri);oura  of  the 
coile,  alike  diaiiracefiil  to  Chrialiaiiiiy  and  civilization,  npiK'ar 
lo  have  been  gradually  mitiffateil:' on  the  17th  of  the  follon- 
inj;  March,  1744,  till)  cha|H'la  of  Dublin  were  allowed  lo  lie 
o|iuned,  wliilu  a  nimilar  indul^encu  was  aoon  after  exlcndc<l 
to  the  wIkiIo  kinploiii,  tlirou}'li  the  wisdom  and  humanity  of 
that  excellent  viceroy,  the  earl  of  Oheslerlield  t 

The  re|Ki»o  which  llio  interest  of  the  nation  bad  so  urg^-ntly 
rci|uirud,  and  which  it  actually  diil  enjoy  after  the  adminis- 
tration of  ChestertichI,  would  liavu  cimtinucd  lo  dis|iel  the 
inlHiTies  of  a  diatril<!red  country,  had  it  not  been  interruplu<l 
by  one  of  thosl;  political  facticmisis  who,  at  all  times,  are  fbuml 
ready  to  aifcrifn*  public  principle  lo  the  lusccndancy  of  their 
own  favourite  party.  lix|ierience  had  lonj; since  demonstrated 
that  the  laws,  which  coat  such  a  stain  on  the  memory  of  queen 
Anne,  wire,  in  the  worst  of  times,  unable  to  check  the  irresist- 
ible pro^'sa  of  Catholicity  in  Ireland ;  yet,  unaccountable  as 
it  may  (ippcar,  these  self-same  st.itutes,  accompanied  with 
clauses  still  more  oppressive,  were  once  more  aubniitted  to  the 
wiadoin  of  the  Icgislatnre,  and  an  effort  was  ina<le  for  their 
revival.  The  individual  to  whuin  the  infamy  of  this  odious 
measure  must  bo  attached,  was  James  liainilton,  then  viscount 

•lliUDom.iil7S.     tUi>.  17a     t  M^'i  LUo  ol  CbesterfitOil,  vol  k 
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Mincrk'k.  In  tint  |>arliiim<int  of  1 7,51!,  ho  inlrodiiroil  a  bill  for 
n  now  r«<)ji»tnitimi  of  tlio  Cutliojic  elerify:  only  ono  prient  WM 
to  Ih!  alliiwvil  for  nauli  luirlali;  tim  iiominiitlon  of  liu  anccvMor 
wan  to  III!  veitlvd  in  ihu  ^rnml  jury,  with  a  veto  in  tho  privy 
ronnril  nnil  tho  loril  liculvniint  j  tho^  uuro  ixmnil  to  inform 
of  nil  prio«tit,«"iMilur  or  rojjuhir,  rpniduiu  within  thi'ir  |iari»hiM  j 
they  wi'ri-  on  noaccoutit  to  niako  prosolyti'n;  and  all  biidioiw, 
diKtiitnrica,  an<l  Irinra,  wore  to  iiiiit  tho  kinf^doni.  On  tho  third 
rvadiii);  it  niut  with  ituworful  opponition,  particularly  from 
priinato  Stono,  who,  in  n  itpopoh  of  inoro  than  two  honm, 
(Miurod  forth  •noil  n  dinplay  of  upright  iind  lilwrul  principles 
ni  iiiiixt  rolloct  honour  <ni  lii«  nanio.  Kroin  anions;  the  I'ro- 
lontant  hiornrthy  tliroo  urchhixhopH  and  nino  liishn|is  voted 
npiinst  it;  it  wim  ulliiiiatoly  lout  hv  n  majority  of  two.* 
Notwitliiitanilinf;  this  dofoat,  lliu  saino  incatiiro  nanintrtHliui'd 
on  the  folhiwin/j  year,  with  soma  trilling;  inodllioation  in  tho 
oath  to  bo  tiikvii  by  tlio  registcreil  olur^y,'wheii,  in  despite  of 
thu  primate,  it  twued  tho  lords,  but  the  |irerogative  of  tbo 
crown  interfered,  and  it  was  abandoned  for  ever. 

At  this  evontfnl  crisis,  u|H>n  a  jL'radual  relaxation  of  tho 
penal  cofle,  the  lijjht  i»f  rolinious  liberty  bcmm  at  length  to 
dawn  upon  the  nation.  To  the  exertions  of  that  niiwoaried 
patriot.  Doctor  Curry,  aided  by  ,Mr.  O'Connor,  Mr.  Wyse,  and 
otliei-s,  this  country  is  indebtu<l  for  tho  first  strnpglo  which 
had  lieeii  made  to  burst  aaunder  tliu  chains  rivotted  by  tho 
oppression  of  centuries  on  an  eiialavod  j)eoplo.  Animated  by 
the  growing  spirit  of  toleration,  they  convened  their  meetings 
generally  at  the  Klephant  Tavern,  in  Kssexstrect,  and  forined 
a  committee  for  tho  ronnngcment  of  nfliiirs,  composed  of 
citizens  and  of  tho  mercantile  interest;  the  nobility  and  gentry 
having  declined  to  take  any  Port  in  their  proceedings.  The 
opening  speech  of  (icorgo  til.,  imineiliately  on  his  accession 
to  Ihu  throne  in  171)0,  dilliised  an  additional  portion  of  vigour 
tlirongh  thu  Catholic  liody;  he  announocd  himself  "  the  friend 
of  religions  toleration,  and  thu  guardian  of  the  civil  and 
religions  rights  of  his  Bubjoct8."|  lni|)cllud  with  feelings  of 
deep  gratitude,  thu  coinniittco  prewired  ail  liumblu  address, 
expressive  of  .their  thanks  and  attachment  to  hi.t  majesty,  but 
the  nubility  and  geiilrv,  who  had  from  tho  cominencement 
acted  as  a  distinct  Imify,  refused  to  alKx  tlieir  names  to  it; 
they  held  their  meeting  at  Trim,  and  drew  up  n  scparato 
adilress.  Both  tluiso  addresses  were,  however,  graciously 
received,  and  immediately  after  woro  inserted  in  the  London 
Oaieiie. 

•  Hill  Uom  (I.  722.  t  Euluw's  Mnipune,  IJOO. 
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In  cuniwqncncc  of  a  fiircign  ilcmnml  fiip  beef  and  bnttor, 
in  ITlill,  lliu  (Iccliiii!  i>f  nurictiltiiru  bccuino  an  concnil,  tliiit 
tho  f^rvntcr  ami  Ijvat  |H>rlion  of  llio  rnuntry  hail  iHivn  c'un> 
vcrtol  Into  pimtiiniKt' ;  tliu  liunil<U'r  I'lnwivii  wito  driven  to  tha 
alternative,  either  of  endf;ralicin  or  of  fruitleu  Ulmiir  in 
endeavniirinK,  without  mean*,  to  rcehiim  the  waste  and  barren 
mountain!  of  the  roiintry.  In  addition  to  thia,  tho  |irieo  of 
tho  common  ncceawriea  nf  life  hud  trebled  within  the  laat 
fifty  yenra,  while  the  oriliniiry  amoniit  nf  wn^'ea  romaino<l 
atnllnnary;  ami  to  eon)j>lelc  the  elinmx  of  wrotchednesa,  tho 
cxorbllunt  donmnda  of  litho-|>ri>('tora,  and  the  unrelenting; 
Bcverity  with  which  that  ini|Hiat  hiid  been  exacted  from  tho 
poor,  roao  at  lenf;th  almoat  l>eyond  the  |)Ower  of  human  endur- 
ancn,  and  in  many  plucea  drove  the  nvaaantry  into  a  state  of 
actual  ilcspemtinn.  They  assembled  in  vast  multitudes  at 
ni({ht,  anil  beinjj  clotheil  in  frocks,  wore  generally  denomi- 
nated "  WhlU'boys";  they  levelled  inclnsures,  niaimeil  tho 
cattle  of  the  opulent  (grazier,  and  with  implarnblo  rancour 
wreaked  their  vei»);panco  on  the  person  and  pro|>crly  of  tho 
tithc-proetor.  To  check  tho  career  of  llieso  infiituutcu  iieople, 
tho  clergy,  even  at  the  rink  of  their  lives,  interiMiscd ;  tho 
bishoi«  of  Cloyne,  Wuterfi)rd,  and  Ossory,  wliero  these 
tumults  more  generally  |>rcvailed,  nmnlfi-atcd,  by  pastoml 
lettirs  as  well  as  by  tlio  unnouncvment  of  the  censurea  of 
t)io  Church,  their  abhorrencu  of  these  abominable  |>rocecd- 
ings,*  while,  at  tho  same  time,  many  of  the  rioters  liad,  by 
tho  forfeit  of  their  lives,  made  atonement  to  tho  outraccd 
laws  of  their  country.  As  had  been  tho  case  in  preceding 
times,  penvms  were  to  be  found  base  enough  to  put  the  most 
malicious  construction  on  this  popular  excitement;  it  was 
denounced  ns  n  popish  plot,  as  tho  forerunner  of  a  French 
invasion,  and  oa  n  preparatory  uuivement  for  the  reception  of 
tho  Prctoniler,  '^  impart  some  degree  of  currency  to  these 
inventions,  it  becnmo  necessury  to  inipliento  the  clergy,  by 
singling  out  one  of  their  body  as  u  ring-lender  of  the  insur- 

f;entsi  accordingly,  Nicholas  Sheehy,  parish  priest  of  Clog- 
leen,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary,  was  selected  ns  a  victim. 
This  virtuous  teiidcr-henrted  man  iiad  already  rendered  him- 
self obnoxious  to  somo  of  tho  petty  village  tyrants,  with  whom 
that  part  of  tho  country  then  uboundcd ;  he  fult  for  the  suffer- 
ings of  his  iwopic,  and  often  ihter|K)8ed  as  a  mediator  botncen 
them  and  their  insatiable  landlords.  Informations  of  boing 
concerned  in  a  conspiracy  against  the  state  were  now  laiu 

*  Euluw'a  HaguiiH^  I'ilX 
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flfrninst  lilm,  and  a  reward  of  three  hundred  pounds  wan 
ofK'rcd  liy  proclamation  fur  hia  appruhonsinn.  Father  Sheehy 
poascasca  at  the  time  the  nicins  of  cflvcting  Ilia  csca|)c,  but 
eonacious  innocence  naturully  prompted  him  tu  seek  for  ample 
juatifioatiun;  lie  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  secretary  Waite, 
and  proposed  to  stirrcnilcr  himself  without  delay,  requesting 
at  the  sumo  time  that  his  trial  mi<;lit  take  place  not  in  Clon- 
■nel,  where  the  ends  of  jiistiix-  were  sure  to  bo  defeated  by 
the  malico  of  liiji  enemies,  but  in  the  court  of  King's  licncli, 
in  Dublin.  He  acconlingly  proceeded  on  hin  trial  in  Dublin; 
the  only  witnes.ies  ap|ienring  against  liim  being  a  common 
prostitute,  a  street  vagr.int  boy,  and  a  robber,  all  brought  for 
the  purpose  out  of  the  gaol  of  Clonmel  1  The  prevarication 
of  the  witnesses  lieing  in  accordance  with  their  infamous 
characters,  was  roailily  discovered  by  a  Dublin  jury,  and 
Father  Sheehy  was  honourably  acquitted.  Had  he  attended 
tu  the  suggestions  of  his  friends,  anil  quitted  the  kingdom  on 
his  releaseiiicnt,  this  innocent  man  would  not  have  been  sacri- 
ficed to  the  insatiable  resentment  of  his  pursuers.  Scarcely 
bad  he  been  settled  in  his  parish,  when  ho  was  again  arresteil, 
for  the  pretended  murder  of  an  informer  named  Bridge; 
although  it  had  been  well  known,  and  was  actually  swore  on 
the  trial,  that  tliis  individual,  alleged  to  have  been  murdered, 
had  absconded  from  tliu  kingdom  some  short  time  previously. 
A  subsequent  order  for  proceeding  with  the  trial  before  a 
Clonmel  jury,  was  the  sure  indicutioii  that  his  doom  had  been 
fixed;  the  same  three  infamous  witnesses,  whose  testimony 
had  been  rejected  in  Dublin,  ap|)carod  once  more  against  him: 
upon  their  sole  evidence,  he  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to 
be  banged  and  quartereil.  From  the  public  contem|)orary 
reports  of  this  trial,  it  would  appear  tlmt  all  the  regular  forms 
of  justice  had  been  totally  disregarded;  the  streets  and 
avenues  leading  to  the  court  were  blockaded  by  a  military 
force;  every  species  of  intimidation  was  employed  to  prevent 
his  friends  from  coming  forward,  and  to  such  an  extent  had 
this  system  of  atrocious  violence  licen  carried,  that  one  of  hia 
witnesses,  a  gentleman  of  high  respectability,  was  even  arrested 
while  in  the  act  of  sus'aining  the  innocence  of  this  devoted 
■nan.*  At  the  place  of  execution,  Father  Sheehy  made  a 
solemn  protestation  of  his  innocence;  he  declared,  as  he  was 
n  dying  man,  and  about  to  appear  before  nn  all-seing  Judge, 
that  he  had  never,  either  by  the  distribution  of  money,  by  tlie 
sanction  or  tvixlur  of  an  uatli,  or  by  any  other  means,  engaged 

*  Eidiliaw^a  M.ij;.uiiie  for  April  and  June,  1766. 
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any  of  the  rioters  in  tlio  service  of  the  French  kinp;  that  ho 
had  never  received  money  from  any  foreign  court  for  audi  n 
purpose,  and  th:it  lie  knew  notliing  whatever  of  the  murder  of 
Urid^o,  until  he  liad  heanl  it  hy  public  rcixirt  throughout  the 
country.  Thus  was  this  innocent  victim  immolated,  while  thu 
visible  vengeance  of  Heaven  overtook  his  [Xirsecutors,  even 
before  they  had  closed  their  eyes  on  the  scenes  of  this  trans- 
itory world. 

The  system  of  whitcboyism,  together  with  its  frightful 
train  of  calamities,  would  have  been  at  once  checked,  had  the 
causes  from  which  it  sprung  been  promptlv  and  eirectually 
removed ;  and,  indeed,  according  as  the  legislature  seemed  dis- 
posed to  bestow  any  share  of  attention  to  the  wants  of  the 
poor,  or  to  redress  any  of  the  grievances  under  which  they 
suffered,  in  the  same  proportion  did  these  nocturnal  move- 
ments cease,  and  a  comparative  calm  appeared  to  settle  upon 
the  nation.  There  was  one  grievance,  however,  which  pressed 
with  |)eculiar  severity  on  the  labour  and  pittance  of  the  frish 
peasant,  and  that  was  the  tithe-system.  This  burden  had  been 
permitted  to  continue  without  any  diminution ;  and  to  render 
It  still  mora  insupportable,  the  proctors,  a  class  of  men  already 
detested,  had,  by  their  extortions  and  cruelty,  brought  down 
u|)on  thcuisclves  the  heavy  vengeance  of  an  irritated  and 
oppressed  people.  Sometimes  by  means  of  legal  terrors,  or 
through  the  interference  of  some  humane  and  ]iopular  magis- 
trate, the  public  excitement  might  be  tranquillized;  but  a 
repetition  of  tithe  exorbitancy  would  immediately  occur,  and 
accordingly  the  work  of  desolation  was  renewed;  thus  had 
the  state  of  society  been  convulsed  during  the  greater  part  of 
this  reign. 

Various  circumstances  had  now  combined  to  render  the 
Irish  Catholics  an  influential  body  in  the  community;  in 
number,  wealth  and  intelligence  they  were  rapidly  progress- 
ing; their  patience,  perseverance  and  loyalty  endeared  them 
to  many  a  benevolent  and  liberal  I'rotestlint,  and  while  every 
hiinest  man  deprecated  those  tumultuary  associations  of 
whiteboyism,  in  which  no  respectable  Catholic  had  been  con- 
corned,  few  there  were  who  did  not  blend  their  sympathies 
with  the  complaints  of  an  aggrieved  people,  and  maintain 
that  the  time  had  at  length  arrived,  when  the  name  of  religion 
was  no  longer  to  bo  placed  as  a  barrier  between  man  and  his 
rights.  Tliis  noble  spirit  of  toleration  was  assuming  fresh 
vigour  at  every  step;  the  recognition  of  American  independ- 
ence, and  the  energies  of  the  Irish  Volunteers,  hastened  it  to 
maturity.    Ncvcrtueless,  the  remnants  of  (urty  feeling  were 
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nnt  oven  yet  l)iinislic<l  from  a  I.ind  wliicli  Natnro  Imd  intended 
for  a  better  destiny,  and  every  fooli.tli  cphcmcriil  Bymptom  of 
lueal  fermentation  waa  seized  upon  and  used  as  a  pretext  for 
intolerance. 

During  tlio  year  1779,  on  the  re-appearance  of  nliitchoyism 
in  various  districts  of  tliu  south,  and  particularly  in  the  coun- 
ties of  TIpperary  and  Kilkenny,  the  Catholic  clergy  intcrjmsed, 
and  at  great  hazard  xuccoeded  in  subduing  the  spirit  of  these 
refractory  dosiwradocii.  In  the  iliachargo  of  the  united  duties 
of  charity  and  patriotism,  Doctor  Troy,  wlio  had  been  then 
bishop  of  Os^ory,  was  eminently  conspicuous.  This  venerable 
prelate  was  born  at  I'orterstown  in  the  county  of  Dublin,  and 
at  an  early  age  repaired  to  Rome,  where  he  embraced  the 
Dominican  institute,  and  after  some  time  became  rector  of  the 
college  of  St.  Clement  in  that  city.  On  the  death  of  Doctor 
Durke,  bishop  of  Ussory,*  in  177li,  ho  was  nominated  by  tiio 
|Kjpe  to  tlio  vacant  see,  and  d\iring  the  same  year  was  conse- 
crated at  Lonvain  by  the  archbishop  of  .Mechlin,  assisted  by 
two  mitred  ablHits,  Only  three  year.<  had  elapsed,  when  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country  ap|)eare<l  to  give  way  to  the  turbu- 
lence of  former  times;  by  pastoral  letters  as  well  as  by  the 
censures  of  the  Church,  this  excellent  prelate  succeeded  in 
restoring  ordfr.  lie  continueil  in  the  adnuniatration  of  the 
diocese  of  Ossory  until  1  TSCt,  when  on  the  decea.so  of  Doctor 
Carpenter,  lie  was  translated  to  the  archiepiscopal  see  of 
Dublin. 

The  important  position  which  the  Catholic  community  had 
now  attained,  together  with  a  gradual  relaxation  of  the 
)>enal  «ode,  contributed  at  length  to  o|ien  those  sources  of 
domestic  education  which  had  been  so  long  sealed  .against, 
tlieni.  A  college,  intended  for  the  education  of  Catholic 
youth,  was  erected  on  a  most  eligible  site  in  the  town  of 
(barlow,  by  the  truly  zealous  bishop  of  the  diocese,  the  Right 
Uev.  Doctor'  KeelTe,  ami  was  opened  for  the  admission  of 
pupils,  in  1793,  under  the  direction  of  the  late  Very  Itev. 
•Dean  Staunton.  At  this  revolutionary  crisis,  when  tlio  altar, 
OS  well  as  the  throne,  was  marked  out  for  destruction,  those 
foreign  colleges,  which  had  been  hitherto  the  resources  of 
the  Irish  mission,  were  completely  deserted ;  for  which  reason 
it  waa  deemed  necessary  to  associate  with  the  original  object 
of  this  establishment,  the  cdnctition  of  cimdidates  for  tlie 
ecclesiastical  stale.  Among  the  first  professors  of  tho  college, 
of  Carlow,  were   tho   abU^s   Nogct,  Clmbout,  and  Labrnnii 

*  Seo  cliati.  iti. 
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tlirce  lalcntml  French  refugees.  On  tlie  dcatli  of  Doctor 
Staunton,  in  1814,  tlio  present  leameil  ami  venernblo  Doctor 
(^itzgemUl  cntereil  on  the  administration  of  the  college.  It 
may  Ji^  projwr  to  observe,  that  there  is  no  communication 
ccn  the  students  of  tho  ecclesiastical,  and  tho  pupils  of, 
ly  college,  andnhat  no.  portion  of  its  revenues  lias  been 
■^converted  to  private  emolument;  whatever  fcmnins,  after 
defraying  tho  nccc8!<ary  ex|>enditure,  is  applied  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  institution  itself:  a  circumstance  which  accounts 
for  tho  |)rcsent  enlarged  and  splendid  appearance  of  tho 
building.  The  numerous  advantages  dcrivetl  from  this  literary 
asylum,  must  render  it  an  object  truly  interesting  to  every 
pliilanthropist.  It  has  been  lately  honoured  with  peculiar 
marks  of  distinction:  in  May,  18K),  it  obtained  from  her 
majesty  a  charter,  by  virtue  of"^  which  it  became  associated  with 
the  university  of  London.  / 

When,  in  1793,  tho  Catholic  delegates,  after  a  successful 
mission  in  the  Itritish  metropolis,  had  returned  to  this  country-, 
the  subject  of  national  education  was  that  «  hich,  of  all  otiien, 
appeared  to  possess  a  pre-eminent  claim  to  their  attention. 
'Ihose  seats  of  literature,  in  which  the  more  respectable 
classes  of  the  laity,  as  well  as  ecclesiastical  candidates,  might 
bo  competently  qualified  fur  the  discharge  of  tlie  duties  of 
their  res|X!ctive  stations  i|i  life,  had  been  long  since  proscribed, 
an<i  at  length  became  numbered  among  the  melancholy  ruins 
of  the  country;  while,  as  has  been  already  noticed,  our 
foreign  colleges  on  tho  continent  of  Europe  were  either  sink- 
ing rapidly  into  decay,  or  yielding  to  the  shock  of  an  anti- 
Christian  revolution.  This  it  was  -which  suggested  the  idea 
of  reviving  a  system  of  home  education,  adapted  to  tho  wants 
of  tho  Catholic  youth  of  Irelaiul,  commensurate  with  the 
exigencieo  "^  '''"  '"''''''"i  """1  resting  on  a  fund  to  be  raised 
by  public  voluntary  contribution.  The  pliin  having  been 
submitted  to  tho  members  of  the  Catholic  hierarchy,  met 
at  nnco  with  their  concurrence;  and  that  the  undertaking 
might  be  rendered,  in  some  measure,  worthy  the  circumstances 
and  growing  importance  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  it  was 
proposed  that  four  spacious  colleges  should  be  established, 
one  in  each  province  of  the  kingdom. 

In  the  meantime,  the  spirit  with  which  subscriptions  had 
been  ad\'anccd,  was  truly  unprecedented :  cities  and  towns,  as 
well  as  individuals,  entered  into  a  noble  rivalry  on  this  patri- 
otic occasion ;  the  literary  glories  that  once  settled  around  the 
halls  of  liangor,  ajigieared  at  length  to  revisit  the  land,  and  an 
enthusiasm,  as  boundless  as  it  was  honourable  to  the  national 
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cliarncter,  seemed  almost  instantaneonnly  to  pervade  the  great  _, 
iiiusfi  of  tlie  Ctttliolic  [lopiilation  of  Irelnml.  If  tlio  niiine- 
ricAl  strength,  increasing  opulence,  pntriutism,  and  religious 
zeal  of  tliu  Irish  Catliolics  be  ailmitted  as  data,  it  must  inevit- 
ably follow,  that  tlio  system  of  oilueation  already  contem- 
plated, could  be  a  work  of  no  dilRcnlty.  Had  the  feeling 
displayed  at  this  eventful  ])eriod  been  allowed  to  opeptto,  they 
would  have  reared  up  literary  foundations  that  might  well 
compete  with  the  first  and  most  learned  establishinenta  in 
Christendom.  Of  this  truth  the  Hritish  government  wore 
fully  sensible;  and  to  it,  perhaps,  princi])ally  must  be  attri- 
buted the  adoption  of  a  measure,  introduced  at  this  time  into 
.^10  legislature,  for  the  pur|)08o  of  promoting  the  education  of 
the  Irish  priesthood.  The  bill  itself  originated  from  govcm- 
inent,  and  passed  through  the  usual  formalities  of  luW,  but 
tlie  sum  voted  was  paltry  in  the  extreme;  for  the  education 
of  the  clergy  of  aeven  millions  of  people,  eight  thousand 
jiounds  per  annum  In-as  granted  by  the  government  of  a  nation 
which  makes  so  great  .t  boast  of  its  equity,  of  its  wealth  and 
inuniliccnce.  This  grant  was  accepted,  and  in  1795  an  eccle- 
siastical college  was  founded  in^Iavnooth,  a  town  in  the  county 
of  Kildare,  and  about  twelve  miles  from  Dublin.  The  first 
(iresident  of  this  invaluable  establishment  was  the  learned 
Dr.  Hussey,  afterwards  bishop  of  Waterford ;  Dr.  Ahcrne  was 
appointed  to  preside  in  the  school  of  dogmatic  theology.  Dr. 
1'  lood'  in  that  of  morality,  Delort  professed  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy,  Clinch  taught  rhetoric,  Lovelock  huma- 
nity, and  Eustace,  English  elocution.  This  splendid  combi- 
nation of  talent  was  soon  after  reinforced  by  the  accesgjpn  of 

*  To  the  UDWoaried  exertioos  or  Dr.  FlootV  the  ruing  iuiititution  of  M^aot^ 
WM  conaitliTaUy  iiulebteil.  Ito  HUCfcoded  Dr.  Ui^iwy  in  the  oflico  of  preni. 
dent,  An<l  from  thu  Ininlalilu  manner  in  which  goniim  wan  itatroQize<l  under  hi^ 
adniiniHtnitinn,  the  college  in  n  short  time  presented  a  galaxy  of  talent  whiuh 
it  wouM  tio  rare  to  disuover  iu  otiier  eonteni{Hirary  ioNtitntions.  It  ia  iileasing 
t4i  think  that  the  coUef^e  of  Maynot^th.  at  the  )»r«>cnt  day  supjiortK  the  Maine 
nolde  and  diKtinguinhcil  character,  and  send-i  forth,  from  year  to  year,  ccelesi- 
A8tie«  distinfriiirth(.(l  in  every  deiuirtment  of  kuowh^tji^a  1  his  ^and  institution, 
indeed,  may  he  justly  proud  of  such  men  an  the  Most  ICev.  Dr.  Dixon,  archhishop 
of  Armagh;  Most  Kev.  Dr.  Macllak>,  archbishop  of  Tuaui ;  Moat  Kev.  Dr. 
MacKvilly,  hisliop  of  fialway;  llr.  K^SKell,  itJ4  actual  iiresident,  the  late  Dr. 
Itenehan,  IVKelly.  and  Callau,  who  has  rendered  such  sienal  service  to  the  study 
of  natural  iihilottophy.  I'hc  nanieflof  Murray,  CroUy.  McCarthy,  Jenniuoa,  and 
other  diHtni^uisluHl  ]tn>fessoni  of  Maynootn,  are  well  known  to  the  literary 
worhl,  and  if  space  allowed,  we  c  >uld  lAention  many  nthent,  whose  published 
works  reHw:t  l.Twting  en^lit  on  tlieir  (tlmt  mrtltr.  'Tis  hanlly  nocewiary  to  add  * 
that  Mayn<Nith  hox  eiven  to  the  Irish  (,"huri:h,  a  (ierie<  of  bisho|w  not. excelled 
by  the  hierarchy  of  any  other  country,  and  that  tile  faith  haa  l>een  eorriotl 
into  the  moat  diiitaut  regiona  by  prclutoi  and  prie«U  educated  iu  its  balla. 
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La  Ilnguc,  Durrc,  Angladc,  and  the  highly  gifted  and  vener- 
ablu  Korrii. 

That  thu  pultry  grant  originally  voted  for  an  oatnbliHiimont 
.  of  such  national  importance,  should  nt  length  bo  pnuiouncod 
as  unlicconiing  the  character  of  a  great  nation,  is  only  wliat 
might  be  cxpcclcd ;  government  itself  became  ashamed  of  the 
|>ittance,  and  accordingly  tin;  wliigs,  in,  180(>,  advanced  the 
annuity  to  thirteen  thousand  |>ounds.  To  the  discredit,  how- 
ever, of  these  times,  intolerance  was  alloned,  even  in  a  free 
senate,  to  triumph  over  the  domnnds  of  justice  ami  the  wants 
of  a  faithful  nation:  Maynooth  College  enjoyed  the  gnuit  of 
1806  for  the  short  term  of  two  years;  in  1808  it  was  slmme- 
lessly  redu<red  to  the  original  sum !  It  is  almost  unnecessary 
to  state  that  no  auguientiition  has  since  been  olTerod,  allhougli 
the  Catholic  iwpulutlon  of  Ireland  has  amazingly  increased, 
and  the  vast  utility  of  the  clergy  (both  uishoiHi  and 
priests),  who  have  received  their  cducatiim  in  that  college,  is 
adinitteil  by  government  and  cannot  be  fairly  questioned,  even 
by  their  most  bitter  op|ioiients.  It  is  to  be  hoi)ed,  however, 
that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  that  spirit  of  bigotry, 
which  had  been  too  long  the  scourge  of  mankind,  will  be  ex- 
cluded for  ever  from  the  councils  of  an  enlightened  nation, 
and  that  religion  will  be  no  longer  jiemiitted  to  be  used  as  a 
iiretext  fdr  oppression,  or  as  a  barrier  to  sc[>arate  man  from 
liis  rights. 

At  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  Ireland  had  reason 
to  glory  in  the  |)0!isession  of  her  ancient  faith,  yet,  lament- 
able to  say,  this  is  the  ]>eriod  at  which  she  must  date  the 
overthrow  of  her  national  independence,  l^he  project  of  a 
legislative  union  had  been  long  since  contemplated  by  the 
llritisli  ministry;  while  among  tho-  various  means  by  which 
that  mischievous  measure  was  eftected,  the  creation  of  politi- 
cal |>arties,  and  that  of  consequent  insurrection,  particularly 
in  the  county  of  Wexford,  were  not  among  the  least  remark- 
able. This  county  had  been  eminently  distinguished  for 
the  industrious,  orderly,  and  inoffensive  conduct  of  its  in- 
habitants; yet  with  all  these  and  other  endearing  qualities, 
they  had  been  singled  out  as  objects  of  tho  most  refined  and 
intolerable  barbarity.  On  the  27th  of  May,  1798,  the 
cliai>el  of  Uoolavoguo,  in  the  prish  of  Kilcorraick,  having 
been  profaned  ana  reduced  to  ashes  by  a  party  of  yeomen, 
gave  rise  to  a  reaction  on  tho  part  of  tlie  people  throughout 
that  district ;  innumerable  other  outrages  served  at  the  same 
time  to  exasi>crate  the  public  feeling;  at  length  the  spirit  of 
retaliation  became  general.    The  detail  of  those  melancholy 
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iccncs,  wliicli  flit  up  tlio  liistnry  of  tliis  nnlinppy  period, 
belong  not  to  an  aimlysis.  suuli  an  tlio  piusent;  sulHeu  it  to 
obaorvo,  tliut  tliroiigliout  tlio  viitire  of  this  insurrection  tliu 
Oiitliiilic  clurgy,  wliun  tlio  power  of  npjieiising  an  inflamed 
people  was  no  longer  at  tlicir  disposal,  undertook  to  employ 
tlieir  inflnenco  in  the  service  of  humanity,  an<l  oven  at  the 
hiizard  of  their  lives  interfered  for  the  safety  of  their  Protes- 
tant fellow  suhjects.  Did  space  ]>ermit,  a  variety  of  instances 
could  1)0  udiluccd ;'  gratitude,  however,  for  the  disinterested 
benevolence  of  that  amiable  ecclesiastic,  the  Very  Ucv.  John 
Corrin,  iHirish  priest  of  Wexford,  obliges  us  to  place  the  fol- 
lowing noble  (!liristian-like  act  on  public  record.  While  the 
town  of  Wexford  hud  been  occupied  by  the  insurgents,  a  very 
considorablo  niiniber  of  Protestants  had  fallen  into  their  hands, 
uiid  were  detained  in  custody  within  the  precincts  of  the  gaol. 
At  length,  on  the  20tli  of  June,  through  the  contrivance  of  a 
daatarilly  and  brutal  leader  named  Dixon,  a  general  massacre 
j)f  these  prisoners  was  resolved  0|>on ;  tho  bridge  of  Wexford 
being  selected  as  a  place  best  adapted  for  the  execution  of  this 
revolting  tragedy.  It  is  but  just  to  remark,  that  the  high- 
minded  and  valiant  ]>ortion  of  those  in  arms  had,  on  the  pre- 
vious day,  and  in  coijiiiliance  with  onlers,  marched  out  from 
Wexford  to  the  camp  at  the  Three  Rocks;  none  remained. in 
the  town  except  Dixoi|  and  a  drunken  mob,  compos^'d  of  the 
outcasts  of  the  country,  whom  lie  had  detained  for  tho  purpijse 
of  perpetrating  his  diabolical  designs.  At  two  o'clock  on  that 
day,  the  slaughter  of  tho  unfortunate  prisoners  commenced, 
thirtvifive  of  whom  had  been  massacre<l  when  the  news!  of 
this  inhuman  transaction  was  communicated  to  Father  Corrinj 
then  curate  to  Doctor  CaulBeld,  the  venerable  bishop  of  tho 
diocese.  Immediately  this  good  priest  rcsidved,  even  at  tho 
peril  of  his  life,  on  proceeding  to  the  spot;  he  hastened  to  the 
scene  of  slaughter,  and  having  been  obliged  to  make  his  way 
thnmgh  a  forSst  of  pikes,  he  at  length  reached  the  bridge.  It 
hapiHiiied  that  those  engaged  in  this  butchery,  had  in  general 
been  iwrsons  from  remote  parts  of  the  county,  and  conse- 
quently had  npt  been  acquainted  with  Father  .Corrin:  a  cir- 
cumstance wliicli  rendered  his  situation  still  more  perilous. 
Itegiu-dlcss  of  his  own  life)~1tesrushed  forth  and  stood  between 
tlie  murderers  and  their  victims;  he  implored  them  in  the 
name  of  a  crucified  Kedeemer  to  desist;  by  some  of  the  infu- 
riated multitude  he  was  insulted,  by  many  he  was  threatened, 

*  See  Dovtur  Cauldokl'a  reply  to  tlu  catumnious  olui:gM  of  Sir  Iticluml 
Mua^ravc. 
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and  bv  all  unliccdcd.  At  length,  and  m  a  last  resource,  ho 
|>revailcd  on  tliem  to  kneel  down  and  joui  with  him  in  prayer; 
to  this  they  consented,  and  he  prayed  mat  the  eternal  Judge 
might  hereafter  bestow  the  same  mercy  tinto  them,  which  they 
should  siioiv  to  the  prisoners  at  tliat  nlomont  in  their  hands. 
This  pious  act  had  tl(b  desired  efl'ect,  and  the  massacre  ceased. 
Tliey  still,  however,  remained  unwillinc  to  sot  the  prisoners  at 
liberty:  he  obtained  the  immediate  liberation  of  one  highly 
■  respectable  ftotcstiint  gentleman,  a  resident  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, the  others  were  ro-conductcd  to  prison  under  a  strong 
escort  of  pi kemen  The  insurgents  raving,  on  the  following 
day  been  compelled  to  evacuate  the  iown,  these  prisoners  also 
were  released ;  thus  were  they  indebted  for  their  lives  to  the 
noble  exertions  of  that  charitable  ami  disinterested  pastor,  tho 
Very  Uev.  John  Corrin.  / 

Under  the  ad|ninistration  of  thg  marquis  Cornwallis,  who 
arrived  in  Ireland  on  the  21st  of  June,  1708,  the  spirit  of 
insurrection  was  graduatty  suppreissed.  An  endless  train  of 
calamities,  tho  bitter  consequence  of  civil_  war,  continued, 
however,  pressing  heavily  u|)on  Wic  natiim;  while  the  expe- 
rience of  a  short  interval  an'ordcill  the  melancholy  demonstra- 
tion, that  though  the  country  Uiid  sufi'ered  much,  her  final 
ilestrnction  remained  still  to  be/completed.  Only  two  years 
had  elapsed,  when  Ireland  surrendered  her  legislature,  and  to 
finish  the  catastrophe,  her  natitmal  inde(H.'ndence  disappeared 
along  with  it. 


CIIAPXER  11^ 


tSuccMKoni  of  St.    l*atrick — Kpiscopi 
Ki^lituould 


kSeoR— Religious  FouudatioiM  of  tho 
C«ntury. 


DuRiNO  the  exile  of  the  venerable  primate,  Dominick  Maguire,* 
the  administration  of  the  sec  of  Armagh  was  committed  to 
tho  care  of  a  vicar-generalt  Doctor  Donnelly.  Perilous  as 
this  office  had  been  ever  since  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  it  became 
awfully  so  under  the  ministry  of  queen  Aniie;  however,  the 
death  of  tho  primate  occurred  in  1708,  and  immediately 
after 

IIuOH  MacMahon  was  ailvanced  by  the  pope  to  the  vacant 
SCO.  This  prelate,  descendjcd  from  an  ancient  and  powerful 
family  of  tliat  name,  in  tljie  c'ounty  of  Monaghan,  was  born 


*  t^uo  ccut  xvii.  ctiaii.  ii. 
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in  the  mr  1G(!0.  Tho  laws  wliicli,  at  one  period,  liad  com- 
pelled mm  to  withdraw  to  a  foreign  country  for  his  education, 
were  no  longer  capable  uf  intiiniilatine  him:  he  returned  to 
Ireland  soon  after  his  cnnsccrution,  and  entered  on  the  duties 
of  his  ministry.  Those  intervals  of  toleration,  which  had  occa- 
sionally taken  place  on  tho  accession  of  the  house  of  Brnns- 
wick,afrurdod  him  those  opportunities  which  he  hadso  anxiously 
desireit,  and  of  which  he  took  tare  to  avail  himself.  Through 
iiis  apj>lication,  the  Dominican  nunnery  at  Droghcda  had 
been  founded,  in  172^  j.ijVu«uatiti^  I'ipia,  then  master  of  the 
Order  of  Preachers,  having  issueJ^liis  precept  to  that  effect : 
at  tho  same  time  Catherine  Plunket  was  appointed  its  first 
prioress.*  To  the  revival  of  the  lone-contested  question, 
connected  with  the  primacy,  we  are  indebted  for  that  splendicl 
specimen  of  tulei^  and  research  which  now  proceeded  from 
tho  pen  of  Doctor  MacMnhon.  In  1728,  he  published  his 
'•Jus  Arinocanum,"  together  with  a  reply  to  some  arguments 
ndvanceil  on  the  same  subject  by  JoHn  Ilennesy,  a  Jesuit  of 
Clnnmel.  It  would,  indeed,  bean  irksome  as  well  as  a  fruitless 
task,  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  reaucr  by  any  disquisition 
on  tlie  suiicrior  merits  of  this  undecided  question ;  sulnce  it  to 
say,  that  m  the  work  already  mentioned,  the  subject  appears 
fo  luivo  been  handled  with  such  comprehensive  |)ower  and 
singular  cleverness,  that  it  m:iy  be  well  said  to  have  been 
actually  exhausted.  Doctor  MacMahon  has  also  left  in  manur 
script  a  lyric  poem,  in  honour  uf  tho  Blessed  Virgin,  and  a 
Latin  translation  of  tho  "  Song  of  Moses."  lie  died  on  tho 
2nd  of  August,  1737,  and  in  tho  77lh  year  of  his  agef 

Bbhhahd  MacMahon,  bishop  of  Clogher,  was  translated  to 
the  primatial  see  iinniediutely  on  the  death  of  the  lato  primate  X 
Owing  to  the  unabated  rigour  with  which  the  laws  liad  been 
s|ieci.illy  levelled  against  the  prelates  of  this  archdiocese,  it 
may  bo  readily  supposed  that  their  situation  partook  of  nono 
of  thoso  inducing  advantages  which  naturally  belong  to  a 
state  of  independence  and  eonipotency.  The  primate,  liomard 
MacMahon,  resideil  in  a  retired  jilaco,  named  Ballymascalon, 
in  the  county  of  Louth;  his  habitation  was  little  superior  to  a 
plain  farm-house,  and  for  many  years  he  was  known  through 
tho  country  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Ennis.  In  this  disguise, 
which  personal  safety  so  forcibly  prompted,  he  was  accustomcil 
to  travel  over  his  diocese,  make  his  visitations,  exhort  his^ 
lieople,  and  administer  the  sacraments.     lie  ia  represented  as 

•  Hib.  Dnninicnnii,  \t.  .Kjfl.  t  Ham»'  Vritera. 

I  SttiVMi's  Armagh,  p.  404. 
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ft  ])lnin,  liumblc,  npoiiloliral  miin,  indefntigablo  in  preaching"" 
tlio  tublinii-  (InetriiicA  nf  pnticnco  ami  formrenoss,  nnil  conKnn- 
in^  thnt  dnctriiic  by  bis  own  great  example:  he  waa  succcedeil 
in  the  sco  by  liis  brother, 

Iloss  Mao  KIahoh.  This  prelate,  an  ncll  as  the  former,  liati 
been  bisliop  of  CIof;hcr,  from  which  see  he  was  translated  on 
the  death  of  his  brother.  The  same  apostolical  simplicity  and 
holiness  of  life  seem  to  have  marked  his  career;  they  served 
to  disarm  his  enemies,  while  they  inspired  his  flock  with  a  spirit 
of  resignation,  and  a  still  nihre  urdont  attnchment  for  the  )>er- 
secnled  rvlifjion  of  their  country.  His  administration  has  been 
jtistly^^praiscd,  and  on  his  deccaso 

Michael  O'Ukii.lt  Was  advanced  to  the  primatial  sco.  Thia 
laborious  prelate,  after  having  been  for  some  time  vicar-general 
of  the  diocese  of  Kilmore,  heeame  bishop  of  Derry,  from 
which  see  he  was  translnte<^to  Armagh.  The  moral  education 
of  youth,  so  long  subjccteil  to  an  iniquitoits  l>roscription, 
became  the  first  object  of  his  solicitude,  lie  coniposod  two 
catechisms,  one  in  Irish,  nnd  the  other  in  the  English  language, 
which,  for  perspicuity  and  matter,  were  greatly  admired,  and 
were,  for  many  years,  generally  used  tliroughout  the  province 
of  Ulster.  In  Ids  days  the  chaiiels  all  over  his  diocese,  as 
may  well  be  sup])oseil,  Wore  of  an  humble  description ;  but  his 
constant  maxim  was,  that  imvertv  was  not  incompatible  with 
decency  and  decorum ;  accordingly,  lie  gave  strict  injunctions 
to  Ills  clergy,  that  all  matters  connected  with  those  sacred  places 
and  esiwcially  with  the  altar  and  the  sanctuary,  shnulil  be 
kept  in  a  state  befitting  the  purity  and  sanctity  of  the  Most 
High.  Ho  was  accustomed  to  visit  these  clia]>els  on  Sundays, 
and  other  times  when  ho  might  be  least  expected ;  but  if,  on  . 
thpRo  occasions,  ho  coiihl  discover  any  culpuhio  remissness  on 
the  |Kirt  of  either  the  pastor  or  tho  people,  they  wore  sure  of  - 
being  severely  reprimanded.  Ho  resided  in  an  humble  dwelling 
at  Turfegiii,  near  Drogheda ;  here  ho  died  about  the  year  1758, 
and  was  interred  in  a  grave-yard  called  tho  Chord,  near  St 
Laiirencc's-gatc,  Drogheda. 

Antuon*  BiAKR,  bishop  of  Ardagh,  was  translated  from 
that  see  to  Armagh,  on  the  death  of  the  primate,  Michael 
O'Uoilly.  Ho  was  a  niitivo  of  Galway,  and  was  lincaliy 
descended  from  the  lilakes,  who  liad  accom|)anicd  king  John 
on  his  first  ex|)edition  to  Ireland,  The  attacliment  which  ho 
appears  to  hava  had  for  the  place  of  his  nativity,  prevented 
him  from  |>aying  that  constant  attention  to  the  government 
of  his  diocese  which  ordinary  prudence  as  well  as  the  canons 
of  the  Church  would  seem  to  uonuuid.    Ho  resided  generally 
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among  his  rrlntirra  in  Giilway;  at  atated  times  Iic.woum 
iniiku  tliu  usiiiil  vi«itatiiiii<  of  liiti  diocese,  but  tlii!i  duty  liaving 
been  dineluirged,  !io  was  nccustnnicd  to  return  immediately 
to  Ilia  native  town.  Tliis  unaccountable  remissness  gave 
universal  dissatisfaction  to  liis  cler^'y;  complaints  proceeded 
iigainiitliim  fromcverycuiarter,  while  a  remonstrance,  grounded 
on  a  charge  of  non-rosiilence,  and  comlucted  by  Doctor  Philip 
L<iven8,  )iarish  j)riest  of  Ardce,  and  the  Kev.  i'cter  Markoy, 
parish  priest  of  Louth,  had  been  forwarded  against  him  to 
lionie.  In  consequence  of  this  accusation,  supported  as  it 
had  been  by  unanswerable  evidence,  the  primate,  it  n])|)ears, 
was  suspended  irain  the  discharge  of  his  episcopal  functions. 
Wliilu  this  disagreeable  litigation  had  been  pending,  Doctor 
Troy,  who  was  residing  in  Home,  had  just  rocoiveil  his^appoint- 
ment  to  the  see  of  Ossory.  On  tlie  return  of  this  jn-elato  to 
Ireland,  ho  Was  commissioned  to  proceed  with  an  investigation 
of  tlio  case;  in  virtue  of  which  powers  he  cited  the  parties  to 
appear  before  him  in  the  chapel  at  Drogheda.  At  this  meet- 
ing, a  considerable  number  of  the  clergy  of  the  arclidioccso 
attended,  but  with  the  particulars  of  it  we  have  not  been 
made  aei|iiainteil ;  it  is,  however,  certain  that  the  primate  was 
reinstateit,  the  clergy  were  reconcile<l,  and  the  sec  was  restored 
to  its  former  state  of  tranquillity.  Doctor  Ulake,  after  a  short 
interval,  became  pandyzed:  a  circumstance  which  rendered 
it  necessary  to  provide  for  the  interest  of  the  see  by  tho 
appointment  of  a  coadjutor.* 

iiicijABD  O'RhiMv,  already  coadjutor  to  Doctor  Kecffe, 
bishop  of  Kildare,  was  on  this  occasion  selected.  The  prelate 
Richard  O'lteilly  was  a  native  of  the  diocese  of  Kildare,  and 
in  tho  llitli  year  of  his  age,  repaired  to  Rome,  where  he  became 
a  student  of  Propaganda  in  1  liii.  Having  returned  to  Ireland, 
he  devoted  eleven  years  to  the  duties  of  a  laborious  mission  in 
his  native  diocese,  and  was  appointed  parish  priest  of  Kilcock. 
ilis' enlightened  mind  and  amiable  disposition  had  endeared 
him  to  both  prelates  and  clergy,  and  in  1781,  having  been 
nominated  coailjutor  to  Doctor  Kecffe,  ho  was  consecrated  in 
his  o*n  parish  chapel  at  Kilcock,  by  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Car- 
mmter,  assisted  by  Doctors  Troy  oj  Ossory,  and  Plunket  of 
Mcath.  Only  one  year  had  ela[)sed  when,  in  1782,  he  was 
translated  to  Armagh,  and  beciine  coadjutor  to  the  primate, 
the  Alost  Rev.  Dr.  lilake.  The  presence  of  this  excellent  dig- 
nitary among  tho  clergy  of  the  archdiocese,  became  the  suc- 
cessful cause  of  cementing  that  union  for-  which  it  has  ever 
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linco  been  no  lionoiirnbly  distingiiislicd ;  lie  visitcci  c.icli  parish 
witii  piirental  nolicitnde,  while  liis  own  powerful  example  of 
forlicaraiico  and  conciliation,  served  to  render  his  adnionitionn 
altogether  irresistible.  Doctor  lilukc,  after  a  short  interval, 
retired  to  Galway,  and  obtained  a  pension  out  of  the  arcli- 
diocoso  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  178G;  while  the 
administration  of  the  primate  Hiclmrd  O'Reilly  continued 
until  the  close  of  January,  1818. 

The  history  of  the  Irish  hiemrcliy,  from  the  period  of  queen 
Anne's  proscriptions,  down  to  the  close  of  tue  last  general 
IHirsecution,  in  1714,  presents  an  outline  somewhat  similar  to 
thiit  of  the  two  preceding  centuries.  When  the  dawn  of 
toleration,  which  apiwared  to  accompany  the  house  of  Bruns- 
wick to  the  throne,  had  in  some  measure  dis|H'lled  the  gloom 
so  long  impending  over  the  nation,  the  prelates  of  the  kingdom, 
availing  themselves  of  a  crisis  so  favourable,  resumed  in  each 
diocese  the  public  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction.  Nevertheless, 
the  security  on  which  they  rested,  was  just  as  precarious  as  the 
caprice  of  the  party  in  whose  hands  the  executive  happene<l  to 
be  lodged ;  intervals  of  tranquillity  wouhl  occur,  but  in  a  nio- 
niont,  apd  when  least  cxi>ccted,  tlie  storm  would  again  burst 
out  in  aN  its  fury.  It  was  not  until  about  the  year  1750  that 
the  ecclesiastical  ufTuirs  of  Ireland  began  to  assume  a  settled 
and  well-organized  ap]K>arance.  Up  to  this  period  the  union 
of  various  parishes  had  (through  un  unavoidable  scarcity  of 
priests)  become  general  in  almost  every  diocese;  some  of  tliese 
unions  branched  out  to  un  unreasonable  extent;  while, in  many 
instances,  the  population  of  this  immense  district  was  necessa- 
rily committed  to  the  coi'c  of  an  in>lividual  pastor.  To  remedy 
this  grievance,  a  decree  emanated  in  1751  from  the  Congrega- 
tion of  Propaganda :  it  was  transmitted  by  the  nuncio  apostolic, 
to  John  Linegar,  archbishop  of  Dublin,  with  directions  to  have 
the  same  notilied  to  the  archbishop  of  Armagh,  Cashel,  anil 
Tiiam,  and  to  be  by  them  commiiilicatcd  to  their  suffragans. 
Agreeably  to  the  tenor  of  this  decree,  those  parishes  which 
might  bo  considered  too  extensive,  were  to  be  subdiviiled,  so 
as  to  form  new  parishes;  if  that  could  not  be  conveniently 
effected,  coadjutors  were  to  be  appointed  from  the  body  of  the 
secular  clergy;  or  in  case  of  necessity,  regulars  might  bo  sub- 
stituted by  way  of  provision,  and  as  temporary  assistants.  The 
same  decree  enforced  the  canonical  rule  of  constant  residence, 
agreeably  to  the  instructions  conveyed  to  the  prelates  of  Ire- 
land  by  Uf  nedict  XIV.  ;*  it  recommended  the  appointment  of 

*  Swclisp.  L 
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BUthorizcd  vxaniiiiators  in  vaoli  res|H.'Cliva  diocese,  cnQtiunciI 
the  clergy  ii);iiin)it  receiving  alms  in  tlie  sucreJ  liiliuiiul,  and 
reminded  tlieiii  of  that  niojtt  iiidiB|>cnsiililu  |urt  of  their  duty, 
the  cateclietlnil  instruction  of  youth.  Tho  bishwps  were  like- 
wise ndinonisheil  to  be  cnrefid  in  conferriii<r  the  faculty  of 
celehrating  the  sacred  mysteries  twice  on  the  same  day ;  this 
priviltfgo  was  to  be  allowed  only  in  cases  of  great  necessity,  and 
to  such  priests  as  hud  been  ilistinguishoil  fur  zeal,  prudence, 
and  missionary  e.x|)erieiice.  They  were,  moreover,  enjoined 
to  submit  a  report  of  the  state  of  relij;ion  in  their  respective 
dioceses,  every  second  year,  to  the  nuncio  at  lirussels,  to  bo  by 
him  Iransinitted  to  the  Sacred  Congregation* 

l<Vom  tho  eighteenth  century  must  be  dated  the  union  of 
tho  sees  of  Cloyne  and  Uoss.  The  dioceses  of  Cork  and 
Cloyne,  which  hud  continued  united  since  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, now  became  separate  sees,  while  the  ancient  diocese  of 
liusa  was,  about  tho  your  175M,  nnnexeil  to  tho  hitter,  under 
the  incumbency  of  Doctor  O'Brien,  bishop  of  Cloyne.  To 
this  century,  likewise,  the  union  of  the  sees  of  Kildaro  and 
Leighliu  nmsl  bo  referred;  while  the  circunistances  of  the 
times,  and  the  limited  state  of  the  population,  are  among 
the  probable  causes  to  which  these  regulutiuns  uwy  bo 
traced, 

Tho  ancient  religioas  foundations  of  the  country  ])resented 
at  this  period  one  ininscciminate  melancholy  uiaiis  of  ruins, 
while  tiio  possessions,  u'greut  ]Mirtiun  of  which  actually  be- 
longed to  the  |>oor  of  Ireland,  were  swe|>t  away  amidst  the 
unsparing  and  continued  s|Hiliations  of  nearly  two  liundred 
years.    During  this  long  and  dismal  peritid,  the  regular  orders. 


The  tuUowing  prt'UtM  preaidotl  ovor  the  arcliicpwcopal  ace  of  Dublin  flaring 
ilio  I'iKlitt-'entl)  uentiiry : 

KliHCND  tiVR.vK  «uccci>tU-«l  arvhlnHlloji  (.'rfagh  in  17117,  anil  governed  the 
aiX'hilifwese  for  about  Bovcnt<'i>n  yt-nnt-  KhWAHli  Ml'louv  wait  tranalatetl 
from  the  Kfo  of  Kildaro  in  17-4,  anil  ilieil  aftor  an  incunilicnvy  of  live  yi^ra. 
I^UKK  Kaoan,  biiilioli  of  Mt-atll,  was  traiislatiil  to  Uulilni  in  17:211:  hia  iloath 
oucnrreil  aljont  tho  yoar  17.'M.  Jomn  Linkimh  waa  ailvanccil  to  tlioiHioon 
tho  death  of  ar(-hhiaho|t  Fa,^an  :  thin  iirelatc  lirtwidcil  ovi'r  tlw!  arclnlioct'ae  for 
twenty-two  y'ani.  UuH.tRi>  Lincoln  nuccL-odnd  in  U.'*? :  he  ilieil  in  1702, 
and  waa  intcnvil  in  St  Janicii'a  Church-yanl,  Dublin.  Tatkiik  Fitz-iimoh, 
dean  uf  l>ublin,  and  parish  prii^st  of  >St.  AiidiH^i'k,  Ijecanie  Ida  sncccfairin 
l7U<'t :  tho  ailininistration  iif  this  |irolato  contiinuHl  for  aiK  yt-ars.  John 
C'AltrKNTRn.  |in'lwnilary  of  Wicklow,  and  curat*!  of  St  M.iry'«  in  Dublin,  was 
conaoeratttl  in  bilffy-atrect  Cliajii-I,  on  tho  ;ird  of  Jiiiip,  1770.  by  tho  |iriniate, 
l>iK:t"r  lllake,  assiat^Hl  by  Doctor  KtH!flu,  bii.iio]i  of  Kildnn...  and  llootor  llilrke, 
biHh<i|i  of  OasorykJliia  ]ircUte  dicil  on  tho  'illth  of  OctolnT,  17S6,  andvaa 
bnrioil  in  St  Miuliaii'a  Chiirch-yanl-  John  Thomas  Titov  was  tranalated 
from  the  sec  of  Ossory  during  tho  g.uno  year.  -.**<!^.  than.  i. 

•  Vide  t-'oniititutionee  I'ruvinciaies  licclebia.'  Mctn'p.  Dub.  anno.  177(1-  * 
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M  well  as  the  lilcrarcliy  of  Ireland,  lind  bcpn  specially  marked 
out  as  the  defitincd  victiiiiH  of  lugislutlvc  veiifreatico;  if  the 
blind  snif-intcrested  bi^ot  felt  a  desire  to  tmmplo  on  the 
sacred  rights  of  conscience,  or  to  raise  up  the  hackneyed  outcry 
of  "  no  popery,"  the  regular  clerpy  of  the  kingdom  formed  an 
inexliausied  subject  for  Ids  vociferations;  if  tlie  legislature  of 
the  day  wanted  to  amuse  tiie  |)opiilar  phrenzy,  by  the  exhi- 
bition of  new-fashioned  enactments,  or  nf  a  new  series  of 
tragedies,  monks,  Jesuits,  und  friars  were  sure  to  come  in  for 
their  prt  of 'the  cntertninmcnt.  The  ministry  of  queen 
Anno  undertook  to  do  that  which  they  well  knew  their  prc- 
ilccessors  had  never  been  able  to  accomplish.  To  prevent 
"  the  further  growth  of  popery,*  the  whole  strength  of  the 
code  was  brought  into  rci|ui9ition,  the  roguhir  communities 
were  |)roscribeiran<l  ordered  to  quit  the  kingdom,  while  the 
gibbet  was  prepared,  and  the  executioner  was  at  his  post,  in 
case  they  should  return.  Hut  to  the  eternal  honour  of  these 
great  men,  they  did  not  quit  the  kingdom ;  they  stood  by  the 
people,  adhered  to  their  duty,  and  defied  their  enemies.  In 
demonstratiun  of  this  fact,  the  authenticated  records  of  theso 
religious  orders,  which  have  providentially  escaped  the  wreck, 
must  be  admitted  as  u  suRicient  voucher,  Let  us  take,  for 
example,  the  existing  records  of  the  Franciscans:  in  these 
authorized  sealed  documents  we  find,  that  during  the  reign  of 
Anne,  while  the  laws  in  their  full  vengeance  were  promul- 
gated and  the  magistracy  inexor.ible,  while  the  country  wn» 
overrun,  with  informers  and  a  gcnend  panic  pervaded  the  land, 
these  self-snmc  proscribed  regulars,  so  fiir  from  deserting  their 
duty,  came  in  numbers,  and  with  the  courage  of  martyr.^,  into 
the  very  metropolis:  here  they  assembled,  held  their  general 
chapters,  elected  their  provincial,  and  went  through  the  usual 
ordeal  of  their  proceedings  nobly  and  heroically;  and  at  the 
very  moment  when  their  pursuers,  within  a  short  distance, 
were  met  together  su|)er-refining  the  code,  ond  devising  new 
plans  for  their  destruction.  A  general  chapter  of  the  Fran- 
ciscans was  held  in  Did>lin*  in  1703,  a  year  |K'culiarly  awful 
in  the  annals  of  terror;  in  this  chapter  si-xty-four  vocals 
iitteiided;t  in  170.')  a  middle  chapter  was  convened  in  the 
same  city.  .  Another   general  chapter,  at   which   sixty-two 

■  Thcso  cluiptcra  are  nil  lUtcil  "  In  loco  refugii  nortri,"  si^ifyiog  tlutthej 
■Jwcmbliil  in  a  pHce  <if  rpfiif^o  .inil  security  fnnu  Uii-ir  enemies. 

t  lly  vooalH  nrv  iinHcratiKhl  }Hi-ft>ni  m  Im  Imvo  a  riylit  to  vutfl  at  thaw  capi- 
tular elections.  It  is  moNt  certain  that  tlie  number  of  members  who  wore 
preacut  at  th,>Me  chaptens  w.^'4  liy  no  meant  coutinol  cicluaively  to  tbo  vocals 
abo  ve  sjiecitiuiL 
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vocaU  oKsisted,  wns  fiolcmni/cd  in  tlio  motropoli*  (hiring;  the 
November  of  170C,  niul  nil  intPrmiMliate  ono  in  1708.  A  tliird 
ffcncrnl  clinpter  wan  liultl  in  Dublin,  Octolwr  12tb,  1709,  tlio 
niinibor  of  vocals  being  sixty-two;' tlio  intermediate  clinpter 
in  dalcd  tlic  7tli  of  iTunc,  I7T1.  Tbo  foiirtli  freiieral  cJiaptcr, 
at  which  sixty-tlireo  vocals  attended,  wns  lielil  in  the  same 
city,  on  the  IHth  of  Octol)er,  1714;  about  the  very  period  in 
which  queen  Anno  closed  her  mortal  career.* 

It  wns  not  until  nbout  the  termination  of  Iho  reif>n  of 
George  I.  that  the  regular  onlere  in  Ireland  could,  with  any 
degree  of  safety,  comply  with  the  public  practical  ordinnncts 
of  their  institutes.  At  that  time,  availing  tlieinselves  of  the 
temporary  relaxation  of  tho  laws,  they  ventured  to  procure 
iilaces  of  residence,  to  live  in  community,  and  to  erect  chapels 
in  tho  metropolis  and  other  towns  of  Ireland.  In  the  year 
1721  the  Uominicnns  had  been  thus  settled  in  Dublin,  Lime- 
rick, Cork,  Casliol,  Drogheda,  Sligo  and  Galway ;  while  in  tho 
country  ilistricis,  the  same  order  mul  at  this  period  been  siiiii- 
larly  rc-eslablished.t  The  persecution  of  1744,  although  truly 
awful,  wns  but  of  short  continuance;  it  was  innnit'estly  an 
impotent  attempt  to  8ub<lu(Mlie  spirit  of  these  men,  acciis- 
fonieil  as  they  had  been,  during  tho  course  of  their  lives,  to 
sutl'erings  and  o|i])rc88ion.  Its  severity  appears  to  have  been 
most  acutely  felt  in  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  and  Watcrford ;  in 
these  cities  the  religious  communities  wore  dispersed,  but,  as 
has  been  alreaily  noticed,  the  storm  soon  subsided,  and  the 
revival  bf  ancient  discipline  was  accordingly  restored. 

A  decree,  connected  with  the  regulars  of  Ireland,  and  enin- 
iinting  from  rropagiimln,  had,  in  1751,  been  transmitted  to 
John  IJncgnr,  archbishop  of  Dublin.  It  ordaineil  that  these 
houses  are  to  bo  coii9idere<l  formal  convents  in  which  regulars 
live  in  coniiiuinity ;  and  that  such  regulars  us  do  not  reside 
within  these  convents,  arc  in  every  respect  to  be  subject  to  the 
orilinaries.as  the  ilelegatesof  the  Holy  See.  It  prescribes  that 
nil  regulars,  on  their  return  from  the  continent  to  Ireland, 
shall  exhibit  to  the  ordinary  their  letters  of  obedience,  together 
with  testimonials  from  the  nuncio  apostolic  at  lirussels;  tho 
same  rule,  as  to  the  testimonials,  to  be  observed  by  the  secular 
clergy.  The  suiieriors  also  of  the  regular  orders  were  enjoined 
to  transmit  a  report  of  the  spiritual  state  of  t)ic  province  to  the 
Bai<l  nuncio.     In  conclusion,  it  prohibited  regular  superiors 

*  CaiHttilAT  rceonls  prcMirvcil  in  tho  archives  of  tho  Frsncisoan  convent, 
Wfxfoiil. 
t  ilib.  Uom.  n  710. 
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from  receiving  niiy  more  novices  in  IrelnAd ;  siicli  poBtulants 
were  to  bo  sent  to  Cntliolic  countries,  in  wliicli  regular  noviciates 
had  been  establislicd  ngrcoably  to  tlio  constitutions;  nor  were 
tlieso  inilividnuls  to  return  to  Ireland,  until  tliey  had  completed  . 
the  usuol  course  of  dof;niatical  and  moral  theology.'  .J'hat 
iiorlion  of  the  decree,  wliich  proliiliited  the  reception  of  novices 
HI  Irelund,  produced  con8i<lerable  dissatisfaction  among  the 
superiors  ot  the  difl'erent  orders;  while  Father  liernard 
MaoIIenry,  provincial  of  the  Dominicans,  addressed  to  the 
master  of  his  order  in  Rome  a  remonstrance,  written  in  an 
exquisite  style,  and  replete  with  solid  and  convincing  argu- 
ments t  'Ihis  prohibitory  clause  was,  however,  afterwards 
withdrawn,  and  novices  were  allowed  to  bo  received  and  pro- 
fessed in  this  kingdom,  precisely  as  they  had  been  in  antecotient 
times. 


CHAPTER  III.  ; 

neligiutu  anil  Litenry  Chjiractcni  of  ilio  Eighteontli  Century— QcnenU 
Observationi. 

Francis  ,Portkb,  the  laborious  author  of  the  "  Ecclesiastical 
Annals  of  Ireland,"  was  born  in  the  county  of  Mcatli  about  the 
year  1 U40,  and  at  an  early  age  retired  to  Rome,  with  an  inten- 
tion of  embracing  the  Franciscan  institute,  A  decided  supe- 
riority of  talent,  together  with  the  natural  meekness  of  his 
manners,  entitled  him  tu  be  raised  to  the  guardianship  of  the 
convent  of  St  Isidore.  Having  continued  to  discliargQ  the 
duties  of  this  otfice  tor  some  years,  he  was  appointed  lector  of 
philosophy,  and  was  ultimately  advanced  to  the  chair  of  moral 
and  speculative  divinity  in  that  establishment.  The  number 
of  learned  Irishmen  by  whom  that  college  had  at  this  period 
been  adorned,  served  to  bestow  lustre  on  the  character;  not  only 
of  the  priesthood,  but  likewise  of  the  country  from  whence 
they  canio.  These  men  withdrew  from  their  native  land,  and 
took  shelter  within  the  walls  of  this  literary  asylum,  for  the 
purpose  of  consecrating  their  lives  to  study,  and  of  rendering 
their  researches  a  benefit  both  to  their  religion  and  to  their 
country.  Among  these  invaluable  Irishmen,  Francis  Porter 
unquestionably  merits  a  conspicuous  j>luce.  His  controversial 
• 
*  Ctmaiitutionea  Ptovin,  Kact  MetroiK  t  HiU.  Dum.  p.  181. 
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writinf!a,  altliou);!)  received  with  great  npniausc,  had  not,  in 

ooiiiie<|Uunco  of  tlio  moss  of  ainiilar  productions,  hcen  to  indis- 

(KMiiutbly  required.      The  work  which  entitled   him  to  most 

merit,  and  in  wliich  ho  |irove.i  himself  decidedly  useful,  is, 

without  ilniibt,  lii.t  "  Oompeiidium  of  the  I'.cclesiastical  History 

of  Ireland."      lie  commences  this  record  with  a  brief  account 

of  the  ancient  kingi  of  his  native  country,  their  laws,  wars  and 

treaties:  ho  then  proceeds  with  an  analysis  of  its  conversion  to 

Chriatiaidty,  and  an  ontlino  of  the  cathedrals,  monasteries  and 

schools  of  Irc^land,  together  with  a  concise  lustory  of  many  of 

its  suinteil  anil  learned  men.    Throughout  the  worK  he  presents 

to  his  reader  an  awful  development  of  the  persecutions  of  his 

native  land,  and  conclinles  with  splcn<lid  illustrations  of  the 

reverence  and  herqic    attachment   which   the  people  of  this 

country  had  alvvavs  cherislieil  towards  the  Holy  Sec.     Francis 

I'orter  continued  liis  laborious  researches  until  1702,  in  which 

your  he  died  at  Itomo,  an<l  was  interred  in  St.  Isidore's.     He 

kihas  written:   I.  Sccuris  Evangelica.ad  Ila<resis  radices  imsila; 

iRonuc,  1G74,  octavo.      2.  I'alinodia  liuligionis  prasteiiHO!  Ke- 

tforinatiD;    Itonia:,  lii70,  octavo.      3.  Coiu|iendium  Annalium 

lEcclesiaaticorum  Kegni  HibemiiE;    K^mo.',  1690,  quarto.      4. 

ISystema  Uecretorum  Uogmaticorum ;  Avignione,  liiOS,  folio. 

lA-  Opusculiim  contra  vulgares  ciuasdam  I'rophetias  de  Elec- 

ll^onibus  S.  I'ontiiicuin,  8.  Malucliim    falso  attribntas,  ghllice 

[brimunt  odituin,  nunc  in  Latinum  Idionia  tninslatum ;  Uomai, 

l6!)8,  octavo.* 

MicuAEL  MooRK,  to  whom  also  the  literature  of  Ireland  is 
lindebted,  was  born  in  Bridge-Street,  Dublin,  a.d.  164U.    Having 
fquired  a  good    classical    education    in  his  native  city,  he 
opaired  to  France,  and  commenced  his  et;clesia8tical  course  in 
Ethe  Irish  college  at  Nantz     Here  lie  remained  for  some  years, 
pWid  removed  to  Paris,  where  he  completed  liis  theological 
Studies.     His  knowledge  of  the  Greek  language  had  gamed 
liim  such  celebrity,  that  after  a  period  he  was  nominateil  pro- 
fessor of  rhetoric  in   the  Grassan  (^llego,  which  oflice  he 
l^ntinued  to  enjoy  for  some  years  with  singular  credit.    The 
ntate  of  his  health  having  obliced  him  to  return  to  Ireland,  ha 
ras  ordained  priest  by  Luke  Wadding,  the  learned  bbliop  of 
t'erns,  and  soon  after  became  prebendary  of  Tyiuothan  and 
yicai^gcneral  of  Uublin,  under  its  venerable  archbishop,  the 
'lost  Kov.  I'atrick  Kussell.     In  his  subsequent  advancement 
ecclesiastical  dignities,  Tirconnell,  then  lord  lieutenant  of 
Etreland,  appears  to  have  taken  an  active  i>ai't ;   he  was  intro- 

■  .Vicbiv.  Tuiilor.  ftrm  vi. 
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<Iucc<l  by  that  nobloiiinn  to  James  II.,  bcaimo  one  of  the  king's 

iircacliura,  ami  through  tho  reconimondatiun  of  the  prelates  uf 
reliiml,  was  ultimately  npjHjinteJ  provost  of  Trinity  College.* 
This  situation,  however  inviting  it  might  appear,  was  not 
without  its  ilidiculties  j  it  prepared  the  way  for  Doctor  Moore's 
|>cr[)Ctual  banishment  from  tho  kingdom.  It  appears  that 
James  had,  about  this  time,  some  intention  of  placing  the 
university  in  the  hands  of  the  Jesuits;  tliu  intimacy  which 
was  known  to  suluist  between  that  monarch  and  Father  I'otera, 
tho  su|>orior  of  the  society,  gave  confirmation  to  the  rc|)ort, 
while  tliu  sensation  which  it  created  among  the  parties  imme- 
diately interested,  was  no  longer  confined  to  the  metropolis,  it 
spread  with  rapi<lity  through  every  diocese  of  the  kingdom. 
Among  those  who  felt  aggrieved,  and  gave  expression  to  their 
feelings  on  this  occasion,  was  Doctor  Moore;  he  publicly  do*, 
nounced  tho  measure,  niado  it  the  subject  of  his  most  bitter 
invectives,  and  levellcil  the  whole  weight  of  his  indignation 
against  Father  Peters,  whom  he  represented  as  a  selfish  design- 
ing and  dangerous  ailviscr.  While  this  subject  had  thus  occu- 
pied the  piiblic  attention,  Doctor  Moore  was  called  ui>on  to 
preach  in  Christ  Church,  in  the  presence  of  tho  kiitg  and  a  largo 
concourse  of  the  nobility,  on  which  occasion  he  took  for  his 
text  these  words  of  the  Gospel,  "  If  tho  blind  lead  tlio  blind, 
both  shall  fall  into  the  ditch."  It  hap|)cncd  that  Father 
I'eters  laboured  under  a  defect  of  vision;  a  circumstance 
which  inclined  James  to  suppose  that  the  preacher  had  madb 
an  intentional  ai)plicati(^n  both  of  the  text  and  of  its  infer- 
ences to  hiinsclf^  and  tho  Jesuit,  At  all  events,  Doctor 
Mooro  had  scarcely  retunied  from  tho  pulpit,  when  ho  received 
positive  orders  to  quit  the  kingdom,  with<uit  tho  liojieB  of 
favour  or  forgiveness.  '  This  mandate,  which  was  delivered 
|K>rsonally,  met  with  an  immediate  compliance ;  the  doctor,  in 
the  meantime,  observing  to  those  aruuiid  him,  "  Go  I  will, 
without  doubt;  but  remember,  the  king  himself  will  soon  be 
after  me."  Which  remark  hap|)cned  alter  a  short  interval  to 
be  literally  verified.  Doctor  Moore  withdrew  to  Paris,  whero 
ho  v\a3  universally  caressed;  but  on  the  arrival  of  James  in 
that  city,  ho  deemed  it  imprudent  to  reside  tliero  any  longer, 
and  accordingly  removed  to  Rome.  Hero  also  his  acquire- 
ments soon  brought  him  into  honourable  notice :  ho  was  ap- 
pointed censor  of  books,  professor  of  philosophy  and  Greek; 
at  length  he  became  rector  of  tho  college  of  Montcliasconi. 
Uii  the  death  of  James  ho  returned  to  France,  where,  through 

•  Harm,  Write™.  I 
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tlio  patronaco  of  Oanlinnl  Noaillcn,  Iio  was  noininatoil  pro- 
fessor of  pliilosopliyi  Greek  and  Hohrow,  anil  bucaino  soon 
aftor  prosiileiit  of  tlio  colluga  of  Navarro,  and  rector  of  the 
uiiivcnity  of  Paris.  Ilii  solicitude  for  tho  intorost  of.  tlis 
Irish  uiissioii  won  unabated.  With  'the  assistance  of  Doctor 
John  Farelly  he  pnrchasiMl  a  house  near  tho  Irish  college,  in 
which  ecclesiiutical  candidates  for  that  mission  were  received 
and  educated.  Some  years  before  his  death  he  became  blind, 
and  employed  a  person  for  the  purpose  of  reading  for  liini. 
This  individual,  liowcver,  by  his  vile  dishonesty,  betrayed  the 
cnnKdencu  which  his  master  had  rc|)08ed  in  him ;  ho  pillaged 
the  library  of  some  hundreds  of  volumes,  while  the  remainder 
were  bequeathed  by  the  doctor  to  the  Irish  college  for  the 
benefit  of  his  countrymen.  Doctor  Mooro  died  in  the  college 
of  Navarro  on  the  Hiwl  of  August,  172li,  an<l  was  interred  in 
the  chajiel  of  the  Irish  college.  He  has  uritten:  1.  Dc  Exis- 
tcntia  Dei,  et  llunmno)  Mentis  Iminortatitate;  Parisiis,  lU!)^, 
octavo.  2.  Ilortutio  ad  Studium  lingual  Ureca;  ct  IIa;braicai; 
Montisfalisco,  17(10,  duodecimo.  3.  Vera  Sciendi  Mothodus, 
Lutot;  Paris,  171(!,  octavo. 

OoRNKUus  Nary  wus  born  in  the  county  of  Kildare  about  tho 
year  105tS,  and  obtained  (tn  early  clas.sical  education  at  Naas. 
Having,  in  tho  twenty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  received  ordina- 
tion at  tho  hands  of  Dr.  James  Pliolan,  bishop  of  Ossory,  ho 
proceeded  to  Paris,  where  he  became  an  alumnus  of  tho  Irish 
college,  and  was  afterwards  appointed  provisor  of  tho  same 
establishment,  the  duties  of  which  olHcc  he  continued  to  dis- 
charge for  seven  years.  His  tnmscendant  talents,  enhanced 
by  unremitted  application,  soon  opened  the  way  for  further 
literary  honours;  in  16i)4  he  acc|uired  sui>erior  distinction  as 
a  canonist,  and  took  out  a  degree  of  doctor  of  laws  in  the 
university  of  Paris.  With  a  view  of  contributing  assistance 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  Irish  mission,  he  resolved  to  return  to 
his  native  country,  but  when  he  reached  London,  he  was  pre 
vailed  U|mii  by  his  friends  to  remain  for  some  time  in  that 
city,  and  became  domestic  clmphiin  to  the  earl  of  Antrim. 
Notwithstanding  the  discouraging  state  of  Ireland  at  this 
period,  the  love  which  he  cherished  for  tho  religion  of  his 
native  land,  and  his  anxiety  to  co-operate  with  his  fellow- 
countrymen,  would  not  permit  him  to  prolong  his  stay  in 
London ;  he  soon  after  proceeded  to  Dublin,  and  was  appointed 

E Irish  priest  of  8t.  Michaii's  in  that  city.  The  reputation  of 
octor  Nary  was  soon  universally  established;  ho  ranked  as 
the  loading  and  most  successful  controvertist  of  the  day;  by 
his  writings  aa  well  as  by  his  discourses  he  contributed  to  the 
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triumpli  of  tnilli  nnd  In  tlio  convrniion  of  niimbcn.  During 
tlio  registration  of  1704,  Doctor  Niiry  clung  with  the  afTccticm 
of  a  fiillior  to  Ilia  flock;  lio  w«»  one  of  tlio  1,080  priests  who 
•tilnnilttnl  to  the  procf^n  of  thnt  penal  ordcnl,  Ms  sureties 
on  that  o('ciuil<iii  licijig  Nichohui  Lincoln,  n  merchant  in  Capvl- 
street,  anil  John  liutlcr,  of  Orniond-fiuay.'  This  learned  and 
truly  valunhle  [wistor  continuoil  unmolested  in  the  government 
of  his  parish  until  his  ileatli,  which  occurred  on  the'  3rd  of 
March,  17;l8.  Doctor  Nary  has  written:  1.  A  Modest  and 
True  Account  of  tlio  Chief  Points  of  Controversy  between 
Uoiuan  Catholics  and  I'rotestanti ;  London,  ]<!!)!),  octavo.  2. 
Prayers  and  Modilatinns;  Dublin,  1 705,  duodecimo.  3.  Th^^ 
New  'restamont,  traimlated  into  Kiiglisli ;  l.,on<lon,  1  "05,  octavp.  " 
4.  Uules  and  (iodly  Instructions  for  devout  Widows;  Dublin, 
171(i,  llimi).  5.  A  Hrief  History  of  St.  Patrick's  Purgatory; 
Dublin,  1718,  duodecimo,  (i.  A  Catechism  for  the  use  of  hiN 
parish;  Dublin,  1718,  duodecimo.  7.  A  New  IIi.itory  of  the 
World,  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Scptilaji^int; 
Dublin,  1720,H'olio.  8.A  Lettorof  Controversy  to  the  Vicar  of 
Muas;  Dublin,  172i!,  quarto.  9.  A  I.,etter  to  the  Archbishop 
of  Tuani;  Dublin,  1728.  10.  An  Arguniciit,  showing  tho 
dIfHculties  in  Sacred  Writ  (manuscript).! 

Tlmoiiiv  O'Hrikn,  contemporary  with  Cornelius  Nary,  was 
born  ill  ilio  county  of  Cork,  anil  in  Iti'Jl  withdrew  from  his 
native  country,  with  a  view  of  obtaining  that  education  in 
a  foreign  land  which  was  denied  him  at  home.  The  Irish 
college  at  Toulouse  bad  the  honour  of  placing  this  distinguished 
Jrishinan  on  tho  list  of  its  alumni;  here  he  completed  his  . 
scholastic  course,  and  after  a  (leri^.took  out  a  degree  of 
doctor  of  divinity ;  ho  was  ultimately  advanced  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  cstablisliniriit,  in  which  situation  he  continued 
for  about  nine  years.  Having  returned  to  Ireland  in  1715, 
lie  became  parish  priest  of  Caatlelyons,  in  the  then  united 
dioceses  of  Cork,  Cloyne,  and  Uoss. 

For  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  an  intolerant  outcry.  It  was 
luiial  at  that  period,  but  particularly  during  the  reign  of 
K'eorge  II.,  to  have  the  press  as  well  as  the  pulpit  in  requisi- 
tion, and  among  the  various  tracts  which  appeared  was  one 
from  the  Hev.  Uowlaiid  Davies,  Protestant  dean  of  Cork, 
entitled  "  Tho  truly  Catholic  and  old  Ueligion."  This  pro- 
duction was  ably  refuteil  by  Doctor  O'Brien,  and  occasioned 
•^lengthened  controversy,  in  which  the  dean  and  the  antiquity 
of  his  religion  underwent  a  most  awful  exposure.    Oiiring 
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tlio  year  1T48  Doctor  O'Brien  puMisliod  in  Cork  "A  Ilrief, 
lliatoricnl,  uikI  Authentic  Account  ol'tliv  Ik>ginnini;  and  Doc- 
trine oftliv  scctK  callcil  tlio  Vaudois  and  Albigloln."  lo  this  work 
Doctor  Clayton,  I'rotostiint  biwhop  of  Cork,  undertook  to  pro- 
duce A  rpply,  triiile  llw  oonlrovcriiy  vim  prolonged  until  1745, 
when  the  hialioii,  finding  himself  u|)set,  ap|)ears  to  have  loit 
all  tcin|i«r,  and  bepan  to  threaten  his  antagonist  with  the  ven- 
geance of  the  "  No-1'onery  l>a\v8 1"  Doctor  O'Urien  continued 
in  the  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties  until  1747,  in  winch 
year  ho  <lied.  Ik'sides  the  above  mentioned  works  ho  has 
written,  "  An  Kxplanation  of  the  Jubilee,"  in  two  parts,  17i5. 
Also  "The  bishop  of  Cork's  Pastoral  1-etter  Answered." 
'  Thomas  Dk  liuRco,  the  learned  author  of  tlio  "  Hibcmin 
Dominicuna,"  was  a  native  of  Dublin,  and  was  boni  about  tho 
ye^tr  17UU.  Scurcciv  had  he  attained  the  fifteenth  year  of  his 
age  wlien  lie  proceeded  to  Home,  and  embraced  the  Dominican 
institute.  Having  romplctcd  iiis  course  of  ecclesiastical  studies 
under  tho  di.stinguishcd  lectors,  Vincent  Kelly,  a  native  of 
Kilkenny,  and  Jolin  Itrett  of  Sligo,  his  merit  entitled  him  to  bo 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  regent  of  the  college  of  SS.  Sixtus 
and  Clement  in  that  city,  which  office  he  continued  to  enjoy  with 
singular  honour  for  six  years.  His  learning,  added  to  an  ardent 
attachment  for  tho  ancient  religion  of  his  country,  had  been 
among  the  motives  which  prompted  tho  prelates  of  Ireland  to 
intrust  him,  in  1740,  with  a  commission  connected  with  the 
festivals  and  offices  of  some  of  the  eminent  fathers  of  this  once 
sainted  islo.  The  number  specified  in  tho  commission  was 
ten;  namely,  SS.  Uumold,  Malacliy,  Laurence,  Frigidianus, 
Brigid,  Celesthio,  Columba,  Ualliis,  Columbaniis,  and  Dympna.* 
Having  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  decree  of  Hencdict  XIV , 
dated  tho  Htli  of  July,  1741,  he  forthwith  transmitted  a  copy 
of  it  lo  the  archbishop  of  Dublin,  John  Liiiegar,  while  the 
original  was  ilc)i<>8ited  in  tho  archives  of  the  convent  of  S3. 
Sixtus  and  Clement,  in  Komc.  During  tho  year  1743  lie 
returned  to  Irelant^  and  commenced  his  missionary  career 
with  superior  zeal  in  the  metropolis.  Tho  concession  of  tho 
■uprome  poiitiflT,  which  had  been  already  obtained,  elicited,  in 
1745,  a  second  memorial  from  the  Irish  prelates,  which,  in  like 
manner,  was  committed  to  the  management  of  Do  iiurgo.  Tho 
number  of  feasts  embodied  in  this  document  amounted  to  four- 
teen; viz.,  those  of  SS.  Furscy,  Fintan,  Cataldus,  Cntlibert, 
Ku|icrt,  Celsus,  Congall,  Kiliaii,  Fiaclire,  Firminus,  Canice, 
Donatiis,  Culmun,  und  Liviims.    l)y  tlic  direction  of  De  Uurgo 
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an<l  tlio  agency  of  John  Lynch,  a  native  of^Oiilway,  and  at 
that  time  rcctur  of  St.  Cleuioiit'ii,  a  BecoiKl  decree  was  prociiroil 
for  theiiu  feaHts  in  1747,  and  copies  thercuf  transmitted  to  Ire- 
land. In  the  meantime,  Do  lliirffo  undertook  the  tusk  of 
coUectin;;  the  pro|)or  <i(liecs  for  those  feiuiln,  or  at  least  tlio 
lessons  of  the  seconil  nocturn,  and  at  length  hiul  the  satisfac- 
tion of  finding  his  labours  attendeil  with  success ;  out  of  the 
twenty-four  ollicos  there  was  a  deliciency  of  only  two,  tlioso 
(if  SS.  Celsus  ami  Colnian;  the  leuons  for  tlicae  he  himself 
carefully  compiled.  , 

To  the  unwearied  research  of  this  great  man,  the  literature 
uf  Ireland,  as  well  as  that  of  the  institute  to  which  he  bchm);ed, 
stands  higldy  indebted:  in  the  provincial  chapter  of  1753,  hu 
received  an  mjunctiun  to  compile  the  history  i>f  the  Donunican 
Order  in  Irelmid,  wliieli  task  ho  completed  by  the  |>ro>lnctlon 
of  that  elalHjrate  and  invaluable  work,  the  "  Iliburniu  Domini- 
cana."  Si.i  years  had  scarcely  elapsed,  whun  his  merits, 
already  appreciAtcd  at  Rome,  had  entitled  him  to  still  further 
distinction.  On  the  decease  of  John  Dunne,  bishop  of  Ossory, 
Do  Uurgo  was  advanced  to  the  vacant  see,  and  on  the  22n(l  of 
April,  17511,  was  consecrated  in  the  Dominican  nunnery  at 
Droghcda,  by  Anthony  Ulake,  archbishop  of  Armagh.  On 
this  occasion  also,  he  received  in  comiiu-ndain,  by  a|>ostolical 
letters,  the  parish  of  St.  Mary,  situated  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny, 
and  wliich  at  the  time  hup|iened  to  be  placed  under  tho-pasto- 
rul  care  of  Patrick  Molloy,  an  ecelesiobtic  distink;uishcd  for  his 
cloi|Ucnce  and  other  su[icrior  enilowmcnts.  Doctor  Dunne, 
the  predecessor  of  Do  Burgo,  had;  it  apjwurs,  also  obtained  this 
^mrisli  in  commemlani,  and  soon  after  undertook  to  make  a 
collation  of  it  to  Father  Molloy,  in  consequence  of  his  merito- 
rious services.  'I'his  circumstaiice  gave  rise  to  a  most  dis- 
agreeable litigation  between  the  incumbent,  Patrick  Molloy, 
and  the  nowly-consccratod  prelate.  Do  Uurgo;  the  ctcitemeiit 
which  it  created  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  had  been  prolonged 
for  about  si.Y  months ;  an  ap|H'al  to  Rome  emanated  from  both 
parties,  when  at  lengHi,  the  bishop  was  successful,  having,  on 
the  30th  of  July,  17(51,  received  a  confirmation  of  the 'original 
apostolical  letters  by  a  new  pontifical  diploma. 

On  the  following  year  his  "  Ilibcrnia  Dominicana"  proceeded 
from  the  press;  owing  to  the  temper  of  those  times,  it  was  re- 
presented in  the  title  to  have  been  published  in  Cologne,  but  in 
reality,  that  honour  belongs  to  Kilkenny,  the  city  in  wliich  he 
resided.  This  immortal  work,  c.xhibitnig  an  ample,  fearless, 
and  terrific  outline  of  the  sutlerings  of  our  national  Church, 
became  sorely  obnoxious  to  the  bigotry  of  the  day ;  an  outcry 
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wan  mined  against  it  in  viirioiis  qiinrton;  at  longtii,  the  bialinpa 
of  Iho  prnvincv,  actin|{,  us  tlicy  conceived,  on  pnidentiHl 
grounds,  ndofitud  tlm  ilvsign  of  hnldin);  a  convocation  for  the 
nur|>ose  of  rovioninf^  anrl  |>iirf;in({  the  work,  the  city  of  Kil- 
kenny hnvinff  been  the  place  n|>|Hiintc<l  for  their  ineotinS' 
Tlie  execution  of  this  mcaauro  was  soon  found  to  be  impracti- 
cable; the  bishop  of  Omory  loudly  ^otested  n^inst  the 
illexaiity  of  such  a  nievtin);  within  the  precincts  of  his  diocese, 
and  denounced  it  as  a  censunilile  infringement  on  his  canoni- 
cal rif^hts.  The  project  was  accordin^^ly  abandoned :  some  of 
the  prelates  rofuseil  to  atten<l  nt  Kilkenny;  Doctor Swectniun, 
bishop  of  Ferns,  after  havina  proceeded  on  his  journey  as  far 
as  Itoss,  and  bein^  there  made  aci|uainted  with  the  intclitions 
of  the  bishop  of  Osaory,  very  prudently  changed  his  determi- 
nation, and  returned  home,  i'ho  prelates  of  Munstor,  how- 
ever, assend>le>l  soon  after  at  Tliurles,  and  expunged  a  small 
iiortion  of  Iho  work,  consisting  of  merely  an  extract  from 
'orter's  Ecclesiastical  AnnaU,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of 
James  II. 

The  venerable  and  truly  1earnc<l  Do  Burgo  continued  to 
govern  his  diocese  with  great  honour  to  himself  and  advan- 
tage to  religion,  until  17811,  in  which  year  he  died,  and  was 
interred  in  the  ancient  cemetei'y  attached  to  the  |>arisli  chapel 
uf  St.  John,  in  Maudlin-street,  of  which  ho  hud  been  for  so 
inanv  years  the  brilliant  anil  distinguished  ornament. 

The  events  of  this  century,  as  well  as  those  of  the  ages 
which  have  preceded  it,  must  servo  to  furnish  us  with  a  con- 
vincing argument  of  the  folly  and  absolute  impotence  of 
human  power,  in  attempting,  either  by  state  artifice  ur  by  the 
terrors  of  the  sword,  to  overthrow  the  sucred^  foundations  of 
truth,  or  to  extingtiish  the  noble  elementary  principle  of 
liberty  of  conscience.  The  e.vperiment  has  been  tried  in 
every  age  and  in  almost  every  national  Church  of  tlio  Chris- 
tian world ;  in  Ireland  its  dumtion  was  longer,  its  violenco 
more  unrelenting,  its  consequences  more  awfully  ap|>alling. 
The  |K>nuI  code  alone  stands  without  a  parallel  in  the  whole 
wide  range  of  systematic  cruelty.  From  the  commencement 
of  the  sixteenth  century,  down  to  the  days  of  queen  Anne, 
this  volume  of  death  was  swelling  in  magnitude  and  darken- 
ing in  terror,  until  at  length  it  was  found  impossible  to  render 
it  more  frightful  hy  the  addition  of  a  single  enactment. 
Had  the  reign  of  Anne  been  continued  for  a  more  lengthened 
period,  and  liadthe  measures  of  her  government  been  followed 
up,  the  probable  consei|ueiices  would,  of  themselves,  furnish  a 
mehincholy  subject  fur  reflection.    The  registration  clause 
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enacted  nnil  riRoroiuly  cnforcoil  nt  timt  porioil,  wan  ono  of 
tlie  iiKHt  ilark  ami  suutlo  tclieines  wor  yvt  ilevisuil  for  sub- 
vortiii)(  Catholicity  in  Irelnnil.  by  tlm  grndiial,  but  ultiniato, 
extinction  of  its  |iriestlioo(l.  Tli.tt  tli«  di-structivo  materials 
of  which  it  was  c.oniixncd  nii^lit  be  kept,  us  it  were,  from  the 
view  of  the  nation — tlnit  the  annpicicins  of  the  public  mi|l<l 
niif^ht  be  tmnqniHizcd  by  tho  i)how  of  an  apparent  security, 
till)  nieaauro  itself  w»s  hron^^lifyornard.und  piissud  under  the 
pretext  of  a  reuMnablo  toleration;  meanwhile,  the  catustrupliu 
was  slowly,  yet  inevitably,  expected  j  the  angry  element  was 
(ollectin;;,  but  the  cloud  was  di»si|«ited  liofore  it  had  time  to 
come  to  an  explosion.  Tlio  sulwetpieut  events  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  serto  only  to  cjut  n  darker  shade  on  this  frightful 
picture  of  national  sulTerings;  hut  if  wo  may  complete  the 
piece  by  the  introduction  of  scenes  that  belong  to  epochs  still 
more  remotu,  it  innst  be  confesHcd,  that  in  tlio  entiru  annals 
of  iwrsecntioii,  the  (Jatholic  Church  of  this  country,  for  trials 
on  the  one  hand,  and  heroic  tidelity  on  the  other,  stands 
nnc|uestionuhly  without  a  rival.  Utiier  national  churches,  no 
doubt,  have  been  compelled  to  pass  through  a  similar  clement; 
in  prinMve  ages,  and  in  times  less  remote,  they  have  had 
their 'Urk  ami  dismal  night  of  iwrsccution ;  still  it  wn.^  but 
teni|i  rary;  it  wa-t,  moreover,  confined  to  certain  localities,  and 
11  Im'm  the  tenipcst  in  its  fury  visited  one  country,  the  faithful 
generally  had  it  in  their  |>ower  to  make  their  escape  tn  another. 
Such,  however,  was  not  the  case  with  the  Cutholica  of  Ireland ; 
the  storm  contiimed  unabiited,  it  blow  from  ono  extremity  of  the 
kingdom  to  the  other,  and  while  the  sword  of  extermination 
forced  them  to  the  very  shores  of  the  island,  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  re|>elled  them  back  into  the  hands  of  their  pursuers. 
l'"or  upwards  of  two  hundred  years,  the  caverns  of  the  moun- 
tain and  the  inaccessible  wilds  of  the  country,  were  the  great 
asylums  which  Nature  had  prepared  for  the  proscribed  priest- 
hood of  Ireland;  and  had  not  Providence  above  8tu|)endou$ly 
interfered,  the  ancient  religion  of  the  nation  would  have 
ended  in  a  wreck  without,  perhaps,  leaving  even  a  remnant  to 
perpetuate  the  recollections  of  its  former  grandeur. 

Many  of  the  events  connected  with  'bis  c<ptU^''may  also 
serve  to  conBrm  the  opinion  which,  througltewmil  analysis, 
has  Iieen  so  justly  advocated.  It  has  been  astcrtcd  that 
nothing  can  be  more  destrnctivo  to  religion  or  dangerous, 
even  to  society,  than  a  Church  encumbered  with  overgrown 
Wealth  or  mixed  up  with  the  intrigues  of  stale  policy.  Of 
this  s]K'cics  of  ecclesiastical  revenue,  the  tithes  form  a  pro- 
minent and  ao  obnoxious  portion.    Their  consequences  have 
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licrn  gcnrrnlly  ruiiiniia  in  other  nilionii  in  In-lnnd  tliey  have 
been  truly  awful.  To  iImh  nystcni  must  lio  principally  tmr«(l 
tliiiM)  unforliiiiuto  ciiniliiiiatidiis  of  \v(|itvlioyisin,  and  that 
npirit  of  miilni^lit  outnifie  which  cvvry  j^oud  man  must 
(leprucatc,  anil  tor  wliith  liunuinity  ia  \vli  to  deplore.  Nor 
aru  ito  vomteiiMein'cn  mnliricd  to  the  ei;;litt>cnth  century;  even 
Kince  that  )>viiuil,  nhat  nunilioniof  lives  have  been  sacriHccd — 
what  tiirrenia  of  lilood  linvc  tlown?  Uno  scene  of  terror  was 
repjiiccd  by  iinotlier  still  more  appallin^r,  whiljo  the  whole 
series  must  ultiniutely  fall  as  a  blot  on  the  name  and  character 
of  our  common  Christianity.  Tlio  system,  in  its  original 
form,  iwtkcsscd  some  recoinmendatory  Hdvaiituges;  it  exono- 
raleii  the  community  from  various  continpent  expenses,  but 
above  all,  it  adniinistercil  to  tlio  wants  of  the  Mor — benefits 
with  which  tho  tithe-imiKJSt  of  modern  times  lias  no  |>artici- 
imtion  whatever.  Whetlier  considered  in  its  opplication  to  a 
class  of  (wrsons  from  whom  no  benellt  could  bo  derived,  or  in 
its  exaction,  or  in  its  tragical  results,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
show  how  it  Clin  conduce  to  tho  moral  happiness  of  a  nation. 
True  religion  wants  no  such  auxiliary,  it  rests  on  its  own 
merits;  and  with  a  priesthood  di'|>eiiding  (us  tho  A|io6tles  did) 
on  the  voluntary  contributions  of  a  grateful  |ieople,  it  must, 
despite  of  ftll  opposition,  eventually  triumph. 
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CIIArrER  I. 

Oriitin  of  Iho  Vuto.  —  It*  rcj^t-tion  }iy  tlu»  Iri«h  Prvlfttfii  in  \f¥W,  ■  Intri>iimof 

the  Vi't^iiiiU  iUtft'iit«><l  in  Killtuiuiy  aik)  U)iit)i.~Knt{liflh  I'utliiiliu  Ihwinl 

l*n>ritmliti^  iif  tti«  I'ri'UtvM  in  1810  Rn<l  IHl;i- lUfH-ript  of  (^larnnUttti — 
MiH'tinjt  I'f  thi*  rUirRV  in  Dulilin  in  llriilui-rtroot  <.'billH'l.  Ia-IUt  of  tho 
pMiNt  fnini  (ienoA.  -  ^Itfiiititr  of  ('artlinaf  <^!nniuilvi. — Nntional  SyniMl  in 
Diihliii.  KpiM><t|MUKntl  I^y  l>r|tiitJitinuii.  Ilvv.  ItiL-hnnl  IUvph.  •  rniuocil- 
iiiHn  (if  tltu  DuIeuntPH  in  litiDiu.  ,l>"Hiiv»»tio  Nuniiniltion  -  iftinmvRl  of  tho 
ICvv.  It.  llayrHlnini  tho  Itoniaii  StAttui.— Hii)HM>4|ui'nt  I'nicMMlinitii  nf  tlio 
t-Athiilio  Ibtonl. — IN'vlinfl  ind  ultimatti  (>itinetion  nf  Vet4)iani  -  If iiit«iry  of 
the  Iti^ht  Kuv.l>t>c't«>rl)tiylu.— KviiluQoQuf  tbeCatUuUoBiAbuiMiu  l82o — 
CaUiuliu  Knuinui|tAtiuu. 

TiiK  prostration  of  Iriali  iiiili"|K"ii(lenco,  gcncrnteil  by  the  IcgU- 
liitivo  union,  was  not  the  only  nieiisiire  ciiiitoni|ilato>l  by  the 
Dritish  cabinet  at  this  cvcntnil  ]>vrioil.  For  upwards  of  two 
hunilroiL  years,  every  means  within  the  reach  of  human 
|>owcr  lltil  licen  Employed  to  crush  the  relij^ion  of  tho 
country,  open  vinlciico  and  secret  intrij^ruo  Iiad  been  alter- 
imtijly  bniiiglit  into  o|>crat!on,  but  every  eRbrt  ended  in  a 
failure,  eac)i  experiment  only  proved  tho  ini|iotency  of  tho 
liirnier,  wliile  tho  wliolo  series  of  which  the  ordeal  was  com- 
jiosed,  (Kuionstrates  to  tho  worhl  tlio  insnfliciency  as  well  is 
the  impiety  of  man,  in  attempting  to  overthrow  tho  sacred  and 
eternal  principle  of  religious  toleration.  Nevertheless,  when 
once  bigotry  becomes  arrayed  against  liberty  of  conscience, 
it  seldom  fails  in  its  discovery  of  new  resources;  and  thus  it 
is  that  we  are  enabled  to  account  for  that  strange  movement, 
which  the  policy  of  the  llritisli  minister  had  at  this  time  en- 
tered upon,  but  which,  like  every  other  cxiwriment,  was 
ultimately  ilefeated.  Hitherto  the  channels  of  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  had  stood  beyond  tho  reach  of  political  defile- 
ment; the  Irish  liierarcliy,  a«  uneorrupted  as  it  was  persever- 
ing, pious,  and  learned,  had  not  yet  been  tried  in  any  process, 
save  that  of  terror  and  destruction;  now,  however,  a  stato 
theory  apparently  the  reverse  is  concocted,  and  that  venerable 
body  is  to  be  undermined  by  promises  which  mieht  never  bo 
fulAUed,  and  which  in  any  coso  would  be  incapable  of  sccur- 
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inf;  the  rHiKinn  of  the  Iriah  iMwple  from  ultimate  rain.  The 
•tiito  of  Iri'lnnil  in  thn  ^par  I7!I9  wwi  awriilly  dcplorahlo: 
lictwcon  nini'linl  Inw,  tho  irrilntinn  of  )>arty,  thu  horrnni  of  iin 
im|ii'n(lin(j!  funiinc,  an<l  other  caluniituus  cunacqucncos  of  civil 
wiir,  the  country,  from  ono  extremity  to  the  other,  prosenluil 
little  better  tliiiii  n  pencriil  scene  of  (losolntionj  yet  this  was 
the    ])erioil  nhicli   tho   mlniater,  in   liii  |M>lic^,  tclcctoil    for 

1  Hitting  tho  intrigiien  of  the  cabinet  into  a  train  of  execution. 
)urin);  the  conno  of  tliat  year,  ten  of  the  Iriah  bishops,  con- 
■tittitin);  tho  bonni  of  Maynootli  Collejie,  hap]ienoiI  to  bo 
convened  in  Dublin  on  the  nrrnngenient  of  some  ecclesiastical 
huiiness,  when  lord  ('ii»tleren>;h,  then  secretary  for  Ireland, 
availed  himself  of  their  presence,  and  submitted  for  their 
a<loplion  two  vitally  momentoiu  uieusurus  originating  from 
tho  llritish  ministry.* 

I)y  the  lirstof  tficso  it  was  proposed,  that  his  majesty  should 
bu  invested  with  the  jmner  of  a  veto  in  all  future  ecclesias- 
tical |ironiotions  within  this  kingdmn,  and  agreeably  to  tho 
second,  the  (catholic  clergy  of  Ireland  were  to  receive  a  pension 
out  of  the  treasury;  at  the  same  time  assurances  were  solcmnlv 
iiledged  by  government,  that  on  the  ac(|iiiescence  of  the  Irisii 
liicrnrchy  in  these  state  measures,  the  fate  of  that  great  na- 
tional qucstiim.  Catholic  Kmanci|>ation,  entirely  de))cnded. 
Thus  beset  by  the  iiroll'ers  ol*  the  minister  on  tfio  ono  hand, 
and  by  the  alaniiing  posture  of  ihc  country  on  the  other, 
the  bishops  alrcaily  alluded  to  agreed,  "  that  in  the  apiioint- 
ment  of  Komun  ('utholic  ])relates  to  vacant  sees  willnn  thn 
kingdom,  such  interference  of  government  o»  may  enable  It 
to  be  satisiied  of  the  loyalty  of  tho  |ierson  ap|H)inted,  is  just, 
and  ought  tx'lio  agreed  to;"  this  statement  was  accompanieil 
with  an  admission,  "  that  a  provision,  through  government, 
(or  the  llonian  Catholic  clergv  of  this  kingdom,  com|K'tcnt 
and  secured,  ought  to  bo  thank  fully  accepted."  To  prevent 
any  undue  infringement,  either  on  the  discipline  of  the  Church 
or  on  the  inlluence  which  the  prelates  themselves  ought  to 
possess,  it  was  6ul>se(|uently  ordained,  that  the  candidate  for 
the  vacant  see  sliouhl,  as  usual,  be  recomn)en<led  by  the  clergy 
of  the  diocese  to  the  prelates  of  the  ecclesiastical  province, 
to  be  by  them  elected  by  a  majority  of  suffrages;  the  naino 
of  the  candidate  so  elected  was  then  to  be  presented  to  govcrn- 

•  Thy  prclatcA  comitoKinx  tli«  Imant  were  i— Ilichanl  O'Reilly,  R.C.A.B, 
AminRli;  .T.  T.  Tmy,  Itl' A  It,  Diihlin  ;  i-kltmnl  Dillon,  ILC.A.R,  Timnl ; 
Tlwiiiaii  Dray,  It.f.A.ll.,  Canlieli  I:  J.  I'limkitt,  H.t'.K,  Mcath;  F.  Mi.y- 
lan,  lUC  a,  folk  ;  Dniiiil  IKlaney,  It.C.R,  KiUaro  ;  Eilnmiul  rreoch,  RC.B, 
Kli'liiui  Jaiuea  tisnlHi'liI,  ILCB.,  Funis  j  ^ubn  C!niu^  U.C.H,  ArUagh. 
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inont,  >nd  if  no  objocliun  >lioulil  uiipcar  ngaiimt  him,  a  return 
wu*  tfi  be  inuilo  within  ono  nioiitn,  Mftpr  whiih  thp  nnine  of  t 
the  |K>riu)n  >u  ajiprovtMl  of  waa  tu  he  Iritnmiiilleil  to  Koino,  in 
uriitT  to  rconivo  a|)|H>intnicnt  frdin  the  llnly  Sue.  If,  how- 
ever, ^ovurnnivnt  nliouM  liuvu  any  |>r<>|>cr  uhjuction  u^iiiniit 
inch  cuiiiliilutv,  tlio  ]irfiii(l«nt  of  vlvutinn  in  to  ho  informed 
thereof  within  ono  month  after  |irt'iu-ntiition ;  in  which  casu, 
he  is  to  convene  the  cleruv  a^uin,  anil  proceeci  to  llie  eluvtion 
of  unother  eumliilate.  Ihese  |>relaleii  were,  moreover,  (utii- 
lied  Ihut  tile  nomination  of  pnriah  priesta,  to)rether  with  a 
certilicato  of  their  having;  luken  the  onth  of  ulU'f;i>ince,  be 
notified  to  fjovurnnient:  in  conclusion,  it  is  iibserved  "tlint 
uureciibly  to  the  diacinlinu  of  the  Koninn  Ciitholiu  Church, 
theso  ref;nliitions  can  nave  no  ellect  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Holy  See,"  to  procure  which  they  pledge  themselves  to 
use  tlieir  best  endeavours.* 

The  excitement  which  the  publication  of  these  arranse- 
nients  hail  created  tlirou);liout  the  kingdom  may  be  readily 
untici|iated;  union);  the  clerg_v  and  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  there  was  but  one  opinion ;  their  religion  was  again 
Bssuiled,  while  the  visible  »upi>ort  on  which  its  vitality  dc- 
|>enileil,  was  about  to  be  yielded  ii|i  to  the  discretion  of  a 
jiowerful  and  an  inveterate  adversary. 

This  doctrine  of  vctoistical  arrangements,  promulgated  at 
such  a  crisis,  mixed  up  with  the  principle  of  allegiance,  and 
constituting  the  grand  basis  of  Catholic  Einaiici|Kition,  was 
u  uieasure  m  every  resiicct  befitting  the  policy  for  which  the 
I'itt  uiluiinistration  is  known  to  have  been  clianuierized. 
.Should  it  bap|)en  to  be  rejected  by  the  clergy  and  people,  as 
its  authors  bad  reason  to  anticipate,  it  supplied  them  with  an 
argument  for  withholding  the  rights  of  the  nation;  but  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  the  measure  of  a  veto  should  meet,  with  an 
unanimous  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the  Irish  uatholics, 
then  the  overthrow  of  their  religion  in  tliis  country^ became 
inovitable.  Viewed  in  any  light,  it  j>rescnts  itself  fa  a  piece 
of  cabinet  intrigue  pregnant  with  incalculable  mischief;  it 
served  for  a  series  of  years  to  create  an  unhapjiy  division 
among  the  Catholic  body,  and  kept  the  country  in  an  almost 
constant  state  of  fermentation  and  ularni.  Notwithstanding 
the  insecure  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  it  rested,  and  the 
numberless  dangers  with  which  it  seinied  so  awfully  envi- 
roned, some  there  were  among  the  Catholic  community  wbui 

•  See  mulutioiuUil,  C.  prelate^  I7tli,  ISUi,  lOth  Januai7,  IIM  ;  Dubli» 
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iwoklculy  ovprloukcil  llic  precipice  that  ilood  bofnra  thorn,  and 
jiiiiieit  ill  n  fiiriiii<iiilila  liiit  fruitlowi  outcry  for  iti  ailoptioii. 
Thin  cliMH  up|>can  lu  liiivu  U^cn  uiiciccptioiiublv  coni|H>ac(l  of 
u  conaiclcrnlili'  |>art  of  the  Irixli  nrlatorriicy,  tn^otlipr  with  that 
varied  ilcnoriptinii  of  8|>iH'iilatiiif;  iiiiiiniiinvd  patrioli  with 
wliicli  every  iiatinn  abounds,  and  amoii^  wliom  tlui  princiiile 
of  •clf-a)!^run<li<oiiU'nt  in  univemnlly  embraced  a»  a  leading 
article.  With  thu  former,  viiiHnci|iutiun  was  a  luru  and  an 
iiniiic<liute  Dli'p  tuuflicoand  di^nitv;  with  the  latter,  it  became 
a  aort  of  |>uir<|x)rt,  by  virtue  uf  wliich  they  were  at  liberty  to 
tot  out  in  qiieHt  of  now  diacoveries,  and  sock  their  fortune 
under  »hutev<-r  conatellution  they  mi);ht  please  to  follow 
within  the  whole  widu  ci>iii|hi!W  uf  the  |ioliticul  heini.tphero. 
Ileneo  it  in  that  thcKe  two  classes  of  churiicters  had  ntreiiuoualy 
contended  fi>r  thu  Cdncesnion  of  a  velo,  wliilo  thu  f;reut  bulk 
of  the  nutioii,  lay  and  ecclesiastical,  with  no  less  vi)(our,  con- 
■cientioiiHly  reaisted  the  measure.  The  division  thus  created, 
anil  thu  agitation  with  which  it  was  accoin|iunied,  were  in 
ndmirablu  nccnrilancc  with  all  the  expectations  of  lliu  ministry ; 
they  encouraged  both  |iarlics  to  exhaust  their  energies  in 
fruitless  c(Uiteiitions,  wliilo  they  theinaolvcs  were  aure  of 
)iatin);  a  ready  npolojjy  either  for  p<>Ht|Kining  or  rejecting  the 
fair  and  open  didcussiun  uf  tho  great  national  (question  of 
civil  and  relij-ious  liberty. 

Hiich  hud  been  tho  lamentable  posture  of  afliiira  when,  in 
18U'^,  herd  l''in);all  arrived  in  Lundun,  as  tho  bearer  of  a  pe- 
tition from  thu  Catholics  of  Ireluml,  with  instructions  to  have 
it  placed  in  the  hands  of  Lord  (Irenville,  Mr.  Grattan  and  Mr. 
I'onsnnby.  Ilia  lordship,  un  this  occasion,  thuught  pro|>cr  to 
step  beyond  tlio  bounds  of  his  commission ;  at  alt  events,  he 
employed  a  most  inappropriate  colouring  in  the  represen'ation 
which  ho  ilrew  of  the  feelinf^  of  the  prelates,  priests,  anil 
people  of  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  vetoisticul  arrangements, 
rhrao  advocates  of  religioua  toleration  to  whoso  management 
tho  |ictition  was  to  Ix)  intrusteil,  were  now  furnished  witli 
assurances,  that  in  case  government  acquiesced  in  the  achieve- 
ment of  Catholic  £manci|)atioii,  the  clergy  and  people  of  Ire- 
land, on  their  |>art,  were  satisfied  to  consent  to  a  Veto;  while 
in  conflrmation  of  this  statement.  Doctor  Milner,  who  tlie  year 
before  had  been  appointed  agent  in  lA)ndon  for  the  Irish 
irehicy,  took  upon  tiini  to  aver,  tliat  although  tlie  Catliolic 
ji8lio;)s  of  Ircluiid  could  not  conceilo  to  the  crown  a  tlireet  and 
tjicitnt  iwner  in  the  nomination  of  prelates,*  yet  he  was  of 

*  That  a  positive  iiniiiinAtion  cnniidt  lie  aUo«'c<l  to  an  hutchHiox  govern- 
mi'tit,  apiivaii  ovtdL-nt  frum  tbu  lvlt«r  of  Ikuediot  X1V^,  oUilroflBijd  to  the 
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n|>ini<in  that  they  wcro  (linimnecl  (o  ^niiit  a  ntiiatitt  tnliieted 
iiiterfuri'iice,  in  virlii"  of  wliicli  u  limitinl  iuiiiiIh.t  of  canili- 
iliitm  ini);lit  lie  rujccti'il,  no  ub  to  onulilt'  fjoviTiiment  to  be 
Mitinfioil  aa  to  tliu  lu^rulty  of  tliu  Catlioliu  liii'mrcliy  in  this 
kiiiitdoni.'  Tlins  wiui  tlio  i|iit'»tion  of  a  veto  in  tliii  rlection  of 
IrisTi  bialinps  introcluecd  \>y  lunt  Urvnvillu  in  llio  House  of 
LoriU,  ami  by  Meurii.  (iniltHn  and  I'onaonbv  in  that  of  the 
Ouinnions,  witliont  any  sanction  or  cvun  aunpicion  on  the  part 
of  oithor  the  clvrpy  or  poiipio  of  thia  country. 

The  alarm  wliicii  the  intelli^encu  of  tliis  unex|)cctc(l  move- 
ment hail  circulatfil  throu){hiiut  Ireland  becumu  as  awful  as 
it  won  general ;  ainon^  the  elerffy  of  the  second  order  a  veto, 
in  any  slia|H>,  wan  emphuticiilly  denounced  ;  by  the  laity  it  was 
indi^mantly  reprobated.  In  the  meantime  the  prelatea  of  tlio 
kin|{ilom  u.'Membled  in  Dublin  on  the  Mlh  of  September, 
IHOtt,  and,  after  a  full  and  fair  inveslipition  of  the  subject, 
adopted  B  resolution  of  which  the  subjoined  is  u  ciipv: — 

"  It  is  the  decided  opinion  of  the  Koinuri  ('utiiohc  prelates 
of  In-land,  that  it  is  ine.\|iedient  to  introduce  any  alteration  in 
the  canonical  mode  hitherto  ob.tcrved  in  the  nomination  of  the 
Irish  Koman  Catholic  bishops,  which  mode  lonj;  experience 
bus  proved  to  Im!  unexceptionable,  wise,  and  salutary.'t 

To  the  learned  patriotic  bishops  of  Ossory  and  Cloyno, 
Doctors  I.,anigan  and  C'oppingcr,  the  honour  of  thia  memo- 
rablo  resolution  is  to  bo  cliieHy  attributed,  in  co-operation  witii 
whom  must  bu  ranked  that  zealous,  el<H|uent,  and  enlightened 
prelate,  Doctor  Florence  iMacCarlhy,  coadjutor  bishop  of 
Cork.  Twenty-three  of  the  prelates  alH.\ed  their  signatures  to 
it;  only  three  expressed  their  dissent. 

Although  this  sulcmn  declaration  of  the  Irish  hierarchy 
ought  to  liave  been  sutticieut  to  silence  the  clamour  of  the 
vctoists,  nevcrtheles.H  they  persevered  in  their  system  with 
as  much  conlidence  as  if  they  themselves  had  been  the  regu- 
larly authorized  gnurdians  ot  cburcli-discipline.  Any  attempt 
at  enlisting  the  services  of  the  people  in  their  behalf  by 
an  open  and  fair  line  of  |iroceeding,  would  be  worse  than 

liiiiho|inr  Itreidati,  and  dstM  the  l.'ith  nf  May,  1718;  in  it  the  pnntifT  thus 
expH'NM^  hitiiRvlf ;  "III  tht'  whiitu  hiHtiiry  of  Uil-  Church  ttitrc  ia  not  rvconlat 


I  aiiiglt.  rxaniple  uf  allowing  the  B]>lM<iiitnii-nt  uf  a  Catholic  hiHhop  or  aliliot  to 
I  aovcitMui)  uf  another  n'lif;inn."  Ho  ailiia,  niorvover,  "That  ho  woiiltl  nut 
and  could  not  introiluco  an  cxani|ilt>  which  woulil  scandalize  the  whole  C'lb- 


tholic  worltU  and  th'it  liiiHidcii  tho  dn-adfiil  iiid};uient  iutlictMl  on  him  in  the 
next  world,  he  Woidd  render  hia  name  iMliuUH  and  accnrse<l  during  lifu,  anil 
much  iuon>  w)  after  hia  ih  ath."~.Se«  letter  from  tho  Hocretaty  of  t'ro{iagand« 
tu  Iioct«r  Concancn,  datid  in  lS4tfl. 

•  Doctor  ililner'ji  "  Klucidation  of  the  Vct4>,"  p.  1) ;  London,  1810. 

t  Xeo  ItoaohitioiM  oC  It  C.  prelaUa,  Uih  .Se|it,  ItWtl,  ^uUt'n  ChnnMe. 
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vliinntry ;  recnuno  ia  tlic'r«fi>ra  liail  to  ono  of  those  forlorn 
p!i|HiilJentii  which  lire  ^ciii'mlly  lu  bu  found  in  the  rt'cmsoi  of 
■lark  intrigue,  anil  nre  pt  ull  tiinca  the  unerring  index  of  a 
tottering  L-auae,  Undur  iiretenco  nf  com|ilimvnting  lord  Kingnll 
for  hi!  hite  conduct  in  l/niiddn,  they  |>re|aired  an  addrcaii,  in- 
tending to  have  it  cin-uhilml  through  ihu  country  for  aigna- 
lureH.  At  that  time  tho  city  of  Kilkenny,  in  consequence  of 
itx  celohratcd  thenlricala,  |>reaented  nn  overflowing  cuneourH) 
of  IriHh  and  Kii^linh  arialocnicy ;  thither,  therefore,  aa  an  in- 
tmductory  ex|K'rinient,  the  addreu  was  tint  forwardeit ;  it  was 
nfterwarda  to  lie  auhniitted  to  the  neveral  counties  of  the  kinj;- 
dnm.  The  honest  citisens  of  Kilkenny  were,  however,  too 
enlighlnned  and  too  spirited  to  sufl'er  iheniselves  to  be  imposed 
U|iiin:  they  ussvndiled  in  thoiiiuinils,  denounced  tho  document 
as  nn  impuilent  intrusion  on  the  rights  of  their  hierarchy,  and 
under  tho  guidance  uf  their  venenihio  anil  truly  zealous  dean, 
the  Very  Kev.  Hicliard  U'Uonnell,  they  drew  up  a  counter- 
address,*  to  ho  directed  to  the  hishii|i8  who  had  attended  the 
synod  in  Uuhlin.  A  declarutiiin  enihracing  the  substance  of 
lliis  counter-address  having  lioen  exhib'led  to  the  county,  re- 
ceived at  onco  forty  thousand  signatures;  tifly  individuals 
signed  tho  aristocratic  ilocuiiivnt,  of  which  number  forty-six 
iinniediiitely  after  repente<l  of  their  rashness  and  publicly 
retracted. 

This  discomfiture,  accompanied  by  a  similar  occnrrcnce  in 
the  county  of  Louth,  served  to  give  tli<-  fatal  blow  to  vetolsin 
tlirougliotit  tho  country.  A  meeting  uf  nine  gentlemen  having 
taken  place  at  Unkeby  Hull,  in  that  county,  the  seat  of  lord 
Southwell,  they  thought  pro|K>r  to  address  a  letter  to  tho  arch- 
bishop of  Arningh,  supiMwing  that  his  abjuration  of  the  veto 
had  proceeded  from  existing  circumstances.  The  authors  of 
thin  corresponilence  appear  to  have  been  altogether  unmindful 
uf  that  high  spirit  uf  independence  for  which  this  country  had 

•  This  «innl<irxlilr«<  i»  tlm«  m|>itmoi1  :  "  We,  the  CKthulio  inhsbilant* 
nf  tho  city  au«I  I'miitty  of  Kilkenny,  itevDi  it  ex|ie(lit-<iit,  in  duty  and  in  gnti- 
tiidf,  t<>  uiakii  y*'n  tht-  iiini;un-  olTi-r  of  tmr  UiAitkis  uhii-h  we  Acct>n)|>«iiy  with 
thtj  fii'liiixH  of  our  hi-«rtA,  no  leM  than  with  the  asi>ent  i>f  our  judument  In 
your  t*'nii»enit«  yet  Hml  ditaitiintval  of  any  innovation  in  the  mtaVa  of  perfie- 
tuatiiift  that  ilivine  jiierari'hy  which  (covenil  witli  filoriK^  won  out  of  a  nide 
and  huKerinK  ■tni^U.)  wu  kHik  n|i  to  n«  tlte  laj«t  unileitniynl  monument  of 
our  faith  and  ancn>ut  national  );randcnr.  we  Holeninly  recipgnize  the  feUcccKsion 
uf  thnw'  viitues  hy  which  your  aaiutcd  |ire<lerewtorB  were  enuohli>il ;  and  in 
your  Hteadineia  we  aa  Mdeuinly  aiitici|>ate  the  uiiimjiairMl  tranamiKMion  of 
theae  virtuea  Ut  future  timet,.  We  ho|ie  that  Catholic  Ireluud  haa  hut  one 
Voice  and  one  opinion  on  thia  moluentoUH  national  ijuistion.  .Sijrniil  for  the 
Catholio  iuhahilaiita  of  the  city  and  county  of  ICilkeluiy :  Bichud  U'Uonnell, 
lt.C'.  ilcaj)  ul  Oasory." 
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Irocn  tn  property  clinracteriMxl:  tlio  inlml>itanls  aMembletl  nt 
Diindiilk,  rmnliitioiis  wero  |MiMtMl  oonittuniiutorv  of  ull  vntoiiiti- 
nit  nrrantfciiitintA,  niid  upwar<U  uf  livu  thuusuml  sanctioiivil 
ttieiii  Itv  tiH'ir  Ki^iiiituroa. 

Wliilo  tliv  Imtc'd  iiu-iifurtM  of  vctoif(tt(*ul  arranfi^montii  lia<| 
liocii  iliuit  londi'iimoil  by  tliu  protutt'fl  unti  people  uf  Irelan<l, 
and  iU  cuuso  liuld  up  to  public  oxvcratfoi  by  the  prow/  it 

*  Amontf  thti  innnjiAMt*  linNliirtiMnii  whii  h  «t  thii  tinw  iiiipiMiml  AffaiMt 
votoisui,  til*)  m(N>t  |aiwcr(iil  mhI  <.-uiiviiii'in)i{  wfits  jm  rlujt«,  thuiw  whirti  pni- 
ro<tloi)  (pmi  thu  \vu  of  Mr  (.'liti>  li  Ttiu  luiflily  >{i(UHl  mnn,  m  Iim  Iwtn 
klrtvhly  imtit't^l,  wm  for  many  yt-itrii  ah  ciiiiiii'iit  |iMfi<fVMir  of  rltvUtrio  in  tito 
collf^ni  uf  MnyiiiHiili.  Whfii  ilmt  Mtaltliahnu^iit  was  utxtiit  IwiiiK  (>|K;ne<l.  tbo 
Itrcftiilent,  I^K't^ir  HiiiMf*y,  vinitwl  l^iniliin  for  tiim  |MiriK)Mi>f  makiiiK»  Muluutifiu 
of  |irttf(<iuHir<  fr<>m  kiik'ii^  tliu  hitut  of  IcamMl  Fniito  rcfnut'eu.  uml  iitlwr  ili»- 
Ui)giitNh(Ml  (-oiitiiH'iitAl  Miholnni,  with  wlii-in  that  inctntiKlis  tlwn  ationmltNt 
With  th*i  aliiliti.  n  uf  Mr  Clint'h,  w)i«>  won  thru  a  yoitiiR  man,  l>(M;t4>r  lliiMvy 
hwl  liiHtii  lUii-Atly  wvll  Ai'uiiauitMl ;  luiwiivi-r,  he  ilwnHnT  it  wlviwtlila  t4>  b«Va 
hiiii  exnuiitittl.  kixl  Accontiitulv  IumI  him  iiitrfHlucf^l  ^l  tlut  M;ii>ni|>liN|iMl  anil 
anlrnt  |iHtri>i)  of  ht4*rAtiin*,  r^tlntiinil  ltiirk<>.  The  <{<iir>titinH  which  &lr.  Burks 
iimX  on  Uiia  <H)i-a«i4>n  thnutjht  |>nijK-r  U*  pni[HMiu,  wrm  all  atntt'*!  in  writing.  mu| 
tlwy  wer«  Aiwwtirml  hy  <'lim:h  iii  a  dtytit  nt  nuutt-rly  ami  l>rilliAtit,  that  tha 
atalt>Mnuui,  aaa  tikcii  i>f  bifl  tU*i'i<lftla|>|<niltnti<in.  jtremiittxl  him  wiihaNi>lutiUul 
i|UArt4i  etlition  of  lltHntio,  takvit  from  hw  own  fihrary.  In  it  he  wrut«  thme 
wof^  I  **  I'l'lmuhd  Uurkti  iirf<M-iitt  thin  iNNtk  to  JuiiieH  IkTiiAnl  Clinch  In 
ail  mi  rat  ion  of  hiH  taluntt."  Mt.  Hurkis  at  the  laine  time,  aihlreMml  a  totter 
to  fU)  inftiiriitial  ilijjnitnry  of  thn  t-aaMu,  in  recomiuiMnliitioa  of  Mr  I'limih*  hy 
whii-h  nicaim  ho  i-mtld  Uivr  ohtaiiiMl  nii  imiMirtant  imhliu  aituAtiuck,  pruviilotl 
hf  would  i-on-M-iit  to  tiku  tl.v  rniuimtu  onth,  hut  this  liu  tUi:l)iatl. 

Ull  atlniirahlu  |iatn}thlet  on  the  Tt'to  waa  |inliJiMhtnl  Iwfuni  the  iiMmorablc 
i>)»iK<>|tal  incttitijf  4if  IHiiH.  In  tho  inlnxhu'tion,  the  author  Bllu<It«  ti  the  veto* 
uiriT  tnntlc  hy  thf  till  hinhojii  in  MWK  aiul  exttimatcH  their  acta  with  muob 
fMfhn^  nn>)  i-Aiiflonr  :  at  tlu*  aaiiio  time,  hv  exhofta  thr  prelai.  ■  then  aimiit  to 
aawmhlr,  to  citiu-t-1  thu  iinK't-ciliiif^  of  th;it  |>itmmI,  and  attoot  thu  uloriuua 
exaniolo  ol  their  r)iiih:o|>al  |  nHlti'uutora  in  thu  (.'hurt^^h  of  [rvlani!.  Of  Uiom  an* 
I'ient  liiiih  lM«ho|iH,  hi'thiw  wi>t4.ai  t  *'It  muxtlN>  rcmcmlx'rL'd,  notwitlmtAmling, 
that  we  ow'i'  niiii-h  to  t'atliolio  «-|iiitco|>acy  in  In'Und.  It  in  to  the  coiurtaiiuy, 
zenl,  and  httHtriotm  ih'votion  to  ll^t-ir  wicnil  caIUuk  of  Iriih  hiihoiio,  we  aru 
indt'htul  for  tht\  pn'st-nt  inrrvane  i.f  ll»'  ('nthollc  naon'.  whirh,  croUicatAl  hy 
tho axe  of  law,  fnun  yt-ar  to  y»'ar,  diriv«l  growt^|iHl  vijiuur  fmm  iieqictoal 
wouuda,  and  at  tliiii  day  (ivtir«)in'a<tN  tlm  noil  l^^pn  (iiinioMuraUt)  ruin, 
Ht-'lcctttl  froin  the  iirii'nthooil,  iifit  hy  Iho  |ir)f»Ho  rrcn^j^vnti^  of  court  In- 
tHK*>c>  hut  hy  till)  hallowtHl  tt-»it  of  vriii-nihh^  lift*-  iiinrkfll  ttut  for  |ic«uliar 
Mverity  anil  tli»^r»t:*^  hy  thf  lawa  |tri:«< ntid  hy  f^nnti  j)iHi\i  a^  infaniiHia  men 
— uontcnininx  Hafcty- diMhiiiu'd  hy  |N>wt'r- thoHo  ancioat  j»rulatci  conHnml 
thfir  amhition  t4>  tht-ir  a|>o«tIriihi|>,  and  adilnfUHtl  thvir  UU-ura  to  thvm  on 
whom  tho  i)iM|H<l  WAH  tint  i-t)»n-HflIy  WntowtHl— to  the  |MMir,  to  the  pri* 
aniivr,  tn  the  wfi'iting  Nor  wvrp  tlii>  jMMir  tin^raU-ful  for  the  hf«venly 
eouifortii.  tViuii  Im>>:^u-Iv  mt'aiia,  auA  rich  awcIliiiK  hoartN,  they  Kavo  a  wel- 
come in  return,  and  a  |»laue  of  rufiiLrf,  and  a  hivu  a|>|>n>a('hin^  tt>  wonbip. 
Thoae  hunihhM'van{;t.-liKtH  have  {kuukni  awny.  rniwnod  with  siitrerin,^!,  work*, 
and  ^htrioiifi  infamy,  and  I  n-iHiiu  n|>oii  tlu'ir  inttTccMiion,  now  that  they  am 
ctmHiiinniatoil  »|<ihta,  in  ho|)e  tliat  th*;>r  mut-eaaoni  wilt  not  full  hy  tho  diMwrn* 
lilin^  warfaru  of  any  ]K)wtT,  aurh  aa  fonm-rly  markoil  thvin  mit  for  nr^wurif^ti'm, 
and  that  on  thtt  cvn  of  our  di^liveninoc,  when  tho  iwlNied  km>vBhonidU>  hract^l, 
ami  tlut  faint  hwrt  nUouM  Iw  roioluto,  thoy  will  not  vuIKt  that  li^ht  to  go 
out  offenaivvlyf  Hbii:li  burueit  ftuU  glooiuwl  lu  the  tuuiieituuus  uight  uf  a  long 
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l>«oamo  A  fnvourito  topic  with  tho  loading  members  of  the 
Kiigliflli  Catholic  lioarU.  This  self-imptjrtaiit  body,  in  their 
anxiety  to  acquire  tho  reaturutiun  of  their  ri/^hts,  appear  to 
liuvo  been  utterly  rcgahllcss  of  the  means  wliich  thoy  ougtit 
to  ompluv:  tho  measure  of  a  veto  met  at  once  their  acqui- 
oscencCf  but  wlieu  brought  to  the  conflictf  tliey  were  too  in- 

eaptivity,  u  the  Inmn  of  pmiikrfp  b^fort  IK«  morninff  tilor,  and  m  a  Iwnoon  to 
the  troiililoil  auil  nnkiiig  initu  of  imtioiia."  This  ]iaiii|ililvi  on  tbu  veto,  which 
oiay  lf44  jitNtly  f(tylL<4l  a  iitaitt«ritifco  of  |»rufounil  tvjuioinny  ami  dvuii  phili«<i|>hy, 
oouuluilui  with  tliMO  Boiil  Htirriug  wontii :  '^Thun  I  ooiiuliulu.  'ihu  itiilijout  u 
ft'rtiluiuf  itifntiUtiuu.  A»  a  ItumnD  ("atholic,  ax  an  enemy  to  arbitrary  iK)wer, 
a*  Ati  l^liinan,  an  a  subject,  1  protoat  ajfaiiut  tbia  ri^ht  of  a|i|)tiiutiDeut,  aa 
I>ro|MiiH^l  Uy  iiurtial  invitation,  auutMlv<l  to  by  dt'nolato  muti,  inHulUng  touur 
truth,  iiiicoiitititiitimial,  acamlaloiu,  ami  tho  tfurm  of  encllt-tMi  civil  war  I 
aniioit  no  contradiction.  I  wiiih  for  nnue.  I  fuar  nouo.  Let  him,  huwovor, 
who  wilt  meet  m<\  bring  motives  afi  diKiut«>rcitetI,  ami  i*orrow  as  true  aa  mine. 
For  I  haveactiit  In'land  a  kingdom.  That  kin)/dom  waa  sold.  I  mm)  Ireland  sUU 
tbit  lir^t  of  Catbolu:  Churcbot.  ThisChim-b  iball  not  U-  Hold,  nor  tramijfurted, 
tior  (be.     It  iit  the  iiihentanue  of  their  chddren,  who  dietl  to  nave  it." 

ThiM  zeatoiM  and  truly  learned  man  contlnaed  thri)U>;h  life  bin  most  active 
excrtiouii  a^innt  tho  hated  ineaanro  of  vclouim.  I'uder  tho  ai^nature  of 
Jhi^tnr,  hu  |M)li)iHliL-d  many  adniirnble  lutton  on  the  Rulycct,  in  which  be  bad 
occiwional  controvi-rsy  with  the  celebrated  iJoctor  Milner,  wboni  he  endca- 
vouretl  ti  recall  from  hui  vetoidtiual  |»rujien«itiea  That  highly-gifted  i>reUte, 
At  teii^i  withdrew  fntm  tho  unholy  warfare,  on  which  ocuaMioa  Mr.  Clinch 
thim  atldniaHod  him.  in  the  laiignaKC  of  thaiika  and  eonf^ratidation :  "  Yon  liave 
tloiic,  my  lord,  a  Uiing  which  atouos  to  us  for  ail  the  [wat,  and  in  a  manner 
worthy  of  mi  aud  of  j/ou.  You  stand  tiitmr  in  Kn>{lanJ  at  this  moment,  a 
Oatboiic  and  a  binhop ;  aud  you  have  itto<Hl  it  out  aJuiiu  /or  JrtlauU  and  for 
Chriht.  You  bavis  my  loni,  at  last  dincovertNi  what  lMi-cU>r  tobl  you  in  the 
year  \H()%,  and  what  we  bad  known  for  nine  yean  before,  that  tlie  scheme  of 
ritt  waa  ti)  1 'rotes tan tiite  the  Othulics.  by  making  a  tmident  use,  at  Cecil 
cKpruwed  it  in,  hii«  plan  to  queen  Kli/abeth,  of  tho  Ntatutea  of  premnniro. 
Thiircfore,  do  1  welcome  your  name,  which  1  always  loved,  to  this  buapitable 
ctMintry,  which  never  forgets  a  benelif' 

Korae  yean  alUrwards,  Mr.  Clinch  erafdoyed  his  {mwerful  talcnta  in  the 
completion  of  a  truly  lenrneil  work  *'  On  Church  (Joveniment "  Of  this  work» 
I>octi)r  Milner,  in  a  letttr  oddrvased  to  tho  Most  Kev.  l>octor  Troy,  tcstitles 
"thatitwouhl  ibt  honour  to  the  most  learned  canonist  in  the  m»st  leanied 
ago  of  the  Church.  Imt  in  the  [ireseiit  age,  it  was  a  priKligy  ;  that  the  author, 
went  tu  the  b«)ttom.p.f.Ui(i  WoUiuaaardi  of  truth,  and  bnmght  thiit' precious 
treasure' oiit  of  it"  In  the  last  {Niges  of  tbia  work,  Mr  Cbiiuli  f<Hiud  occaaion 
t>i  give  an  e|tit>»mo  of  vetoism,  and  again  extcnuatctt  tho  conduct  of  the  ten 
buifaitiHi  in  I71H>.  Alluding  t«>  the  vote  of  thanks  {wascd  by  the  prelates  of  Ire- 
land to  l>t>etor  Miliu-r,  for  his  limiuon  in  resisting  the  notorious  vetoistical 
lifth  Kiigling  resolution,  ho  oltserves:  "l)ootor  Milner  resist^il  the  pledge  {or 
Knglisli  vetowtieal  remdutiou),  on  two  grounds.  He  onkcil,  that  the  ilcturini- 
iiati>n  of  tho  Irish  preUt*'«,  with  reganl  t)  the  fxfei'stv  and  aympticated 
ittTiiHyniienl*,  should  bu  waitcit  for  :  again,  ho  considtrc<l  a  lay  aaHciuhly  in- 
omniwtent  to  stoke  the  CaiAotic  Kyntem  for  au  nndulined  change  of  CitlHolic 
iisagu  Unluckily,  the  place  and  time  were  ill  «uit4.'d  to  his  exertions.  In  the 
iKcumeuical  ('imtirit  of  the  luvc  feaht,  whi-re  solid  gaiety,  and  harmony  and 
vtK.'al  music  preuided,  it  fl-M  (Pcaree  to  Iw  hu|«eU  that  aij;umt;nta  of  a  rebgioun 
Kavnur  would  go  down.  The  bishuji  w.-ui  not  in  unison  with  tKe  i>yinphonioiu^ 
liU'ndity  of  Uw  iuRtnimenta,  brandishetl  by  his  lay-bn>ther  dmitor*  of  Uio 
1  hunUi.     IK  was  invited  to  #i/  iIoich  whilo  pleaUinij.     He  |M:i>istcd— he  stood 
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■if^nilicant  to  be  ablorto  withntand  the  overwhelming  power  nf 
Oitholic  opinion  which  haci  been  arrayed  agninst  them.  In 
the  meantime,  tho  advocates  of  emancipation  in  both  houses 
of  Parliament,  at  leni^lli  disclosed  their  real  sentiments:  not 
content  with  a  restricted  veto,  they  insisted  on  tlie  propriety 
of  vesting  in  tho  crown  an  unlimited  control  in  tho  future 
electiiin  of  Catholic  bishops.  This  avowal,  coupled  with  tho 
conduct  nf  the  Catholic  Itunrd  in  Kngland,  served  to  exhibit 
the  whole  scheme  in  its  full  deformity;  it  created  a  general 
disgust  even  among  those  who  bad  for  some  tiifto  been  enthu- 
siastic admirers  of  the  measure;  many  of  them  retracted  and 
became  proselytes  to  anti-vetoism,  among  whom  the  learned 
vicar-a|)ostolic  of  the  midland  ilistriot,  Doctor  Milner,  stood 
pre-cmuiently  conspicuous.*  The  draft  of  an  extraordinary 
Catholic  bill,  prepared  at  this  time  by  Sir  John  Cox  Hippesley, 
was  in  itself  a  convincing  proof,  that  the  dis.S(dution  of  this  ill- 
fated  measure  could  not  be  retarded  by  political  quackery — 
that  its  doom  was  fixed.  Ho  prescribed  that  on  every  vacancy 
a  list  of  names,  not  less  than  four,  nor  excelling  eieiit,  should 
be  submitted  to  the  chief  secretary,  to  be  by  liim  laid  before 
his  majesty's  government;  while  the  remaining  part  of  tho 
machinery  ..was  carefully  uio<lelied  from  tho  original  '<tf  1799;'' 
In  •consequence,  Imwever,  of  an  expected  change  of  ministry," 
which  continental  reverses  had  at  this  time  rendered  probable, 
tho  opposition  thought  proper  to  steer  another  course,  and  the 
motion  Wiis  accordingly  abandoned. 

While  Ireland  had  been  thus  agitated,  scenes  of  another 
kind  were  passing  in  awful  succession  on  the  great  continent 
of  Euro|)0.  The  destinies  of  the  universe  seemed  to  hang  on 
the  victorious  career  of  Napoleon :  nations  were  revolutionized ; 
emperors,  kings,  and  statesmen  felt  the  shock ;  sacrilege  moved 
in  rapid  strides  with  .()[e^pot,iaui,  wlul»  on  (lie  I6th  of  July, 

aloDft— he  Btootl  it  out  fttone.  However,  ttio  Catholic  liiiihopfl  in  Irvlanit.  oon- 
Biilenng  tlint  he  hiui  act^nl  and  mitTorcil  fur  them,  as  welt  an  for  tho  rightfl  of 
the  Christian  Church,  tlloii(;ht  it  iuMt  to  efface  tlie  slight,  wliieh  their  col- 
league liatl  ox|ierienoeil,  by  a  <te1iberate  testimony  of  honour :  they  thanlM 
Am  ap'^ilttlintt  JinnnfM  in  ntxisting  tho  tlangurons  pletlge.  By  this  vote,  they 
reconle<l  in  their  annals  the  n.\tnu  of  Mll.NKK  alonj^  with  their  own  constancy. 
They  hlessetl  a  shamniclt-wruatli,  anil  hum;  it  anmnil  liis  trttphies.  Its  leaf 
«l<»ea  not  fall  -its  Cnlholic  green  does  not  failc.*'  This  worli  on  Church  govern- 
ment, was  landetl  by  the  Irish  {ir^'Utes,  in  their  nation.'U  aymsl,  while  the 
meritii  of  its  author  were  immurtalizotl  by  a  solemn  vote  of  thanks.  Shortly 
bcfotv  his  death,  Mr.  Clinuh  pulilislitnl  a  small  ))anipblct  on  the  "Itepoal 
Agitation,"  in  which  ho  trinm|ihantly  alluiles  to  his  /tsut  rietoiy  during  tlie 
veto  conttuist  Thus,  fnim  tho  first  to  the  last,  did  this  great  man  [lorsevere 
in  his  attaclinicnt  and  unatwite^l  zeal  fur  the  glory  and  uldc|ieDdeDce  of  the 
Church  of  In-liiiuL 
•  Doctor  Miluet'i  Letfcri  to  the  Citholic  Publioi  londan,  1810, 
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1809,  Piu«  VII.,  tho  venerable   fatlier  of  the   faithful,  was 
8oiz«(l  in  his  palace  and  hurried  into  a  French  dungeon. 

Notwitlistaniling  the  repeated  sentiments  of  the  prelates, 
clergy,  and  jieople  of  Ireland,  on  tho  measure  of  a  veto,  sin- 
gular as  the  fact  may  appear,  it  still  continued  to  bo  advocated. 
A  letter  received  by  tlio  earl  of  Fingall  from  lord  Grenville, 
in  January,  1810,  was  the  signal  of  an  approaching  attack, 
and  once  more  awakened  the  public  feeling.  Tlie  prelates 
assembled  in  Dublin  on  ihe  24tli  of  the  following  month: 
tliev  declare  tlieir  adherence  to  the  resolutions  of  1808; 
adifing,  "  that  the  oath  of  allegiance  which  they  had  already 
taken  was  in,  itself  a  most  adequate  security.  Moreover,  that 
they  neithei'  sought  tior  desired  any  other  earthly  consideration 
for  their  spiritual  ministry,  .save  what  their  flocks  might,  from 
a  sense  of  religion  and  duty,  voluntarily  afford  them."  On 
this  occasion,  likewise,  they  passed  a  merited  vote  of  thanks 
to  their  agent,  the  Right  Rev.  Dm  Milner,  for  his  late  aposto- 
lical tirniness  in  dissenting  from  and  opposing  the  destructive 
system  of  vetoistical  arrangements.  Tlie  subitanco  of  these 
resolutions  was  emboilied  in  an  address  directed  to  tho  Catlio- 
lic  clergy  and  |)eople  of  Ireland,  and  was  received  with  great 
applause  at  various  public  meetings  convened  about  this  time 
jn  Dublin,  Kilkenny,  and  other  places.  In  this  address  the 
prelates  also  pledge  themselves  to  reject  all  briefs,  bulls,  or 
rescripts  coming  from  Rome,  until  it  shall  be  ascertained  that 
his  holiness  is  restored  to  the  full  e.xercise  of  his  liberty.  A 
subsequent  address,  published  in  1813,  ought  to  have  con- 
vinced tho  advocates  of  vctoism,  that  in  attempting  to  dislodge 
the  Irish  nation  from  the  conscientious  and  firm  ground  on 
which  tliey  now  stood,  they  had  just  as  little  chance  of  suc- 
cess, as  the  schismatics  of  the  sixteenth  century,  had.  in, con- 
tending with  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  at  that  period.  For  the 
puriH>se  of  removing  those  disqualifications  under  which  the 
Catiiolics  of  these  kingdoms  had  laboured,  a  bill  was  at  this 
time  introduced  into  imrliament,  wlujc  a  veto,  as  usual,  became 
the  principal  ingredient  in  the  various  clauses  with  which  it" 
abounded.  This  it  was  which  elicited  the  solemn,  decisive, 
atid  triumphant  declaration  of  the  Irish  prelates:  they  de- 
nounce these  clauses  or  securities  as  utterly  incompatible  with 
the  discipline  of  the  Catholic  Church ;  and  whereas  the  indis- 
pensable concurrence  of  the  pope,  who  was  then  a  captive, 
could  not  be  obtained,,  they  declare  it  impossible  for  tlicm  to 
accede  to  any  sUfch  material  alteration  in  church-discipline 
without  incurring  the  guilt  of  schism. 

Hitherto  the  weapons  employed  in  this  protracted  warfare 
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liad  been  collected  from  internal  national  rcannrcea,  and  were 
found  unserviceable:  the  intro<luction  of  a  document  from 
Uome,  in  1814,  althougli  in  itself  a  more  indigested  experi- 
ment, became  the  signal  of  a  new  system  of  attack.  The 
venerable  head  of  the  Church  had  lieen  still  a  captive,  while 
the  duties  of  vice-prefect  of  Proiinganda  devolved  on  Monsis- 
nor  (jinirdntotti,  now  in  the  decline  of  life,  and  consequently 
less  competent  to  encounter  the  difliculties  of  a  dark  and  com- 
plicated piece  of  intrigue.  Hv  means  of  the  Kight  Rev.  Doctor 
I'oynter,  vicar-apostolic  of  tlie  Loniinn  district,  and  through 
the  agency  of  the  Ucv.  Doctor  Macl'hcraon,  then  rector  of  the 
English  college  in  Uome,  the  aged  and  weak-minded  Qua- 
rantotti  consented  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  the  plot  of 
vctoism:  lie  caused  an  instrument  in  favour  of  tliat  measure 
to  be  executed  at  Kpme,  and  had  it  transmittetf  to  Doctor 
Povntcr,  with  directions  to  have  it  communicated  to  all  the 
bishops  ami  vicars-apostolic  of  the  llritish  empire.  It  has  been 
alrea<ly  observed  that  tlio  Irish  prelates  hati,  in  their  address 
of  1810,  entered  their  solemn  protest  against  the  reception  of 
any  oflicial  documents  coming  from  Kome,  until  such  time  as 
the  supremcpastor  of  the  Church  might  be  r^tored  to  the  full 
exercise  of  his  liberty.  With  such  a  declaration  placed  on 
record,  and  still  fresh  in  the  rccolleclion  of  the  public,  it  is  not 
easy  to  determine  what  object  the  authors  of  the  rescript  could 
have  pro|>osed,  unless  that  of  involving  the  hierarchy  of  Ire- 
land in  now  dilhcuUies,  and  of  creating  a  general  uproar 
throughout  the  ca^|(j-.  At  all  events,  that  such  was  the 
result,  the  "•{■"""•nfijmir  '"'"  months  sufficiently  attested. 

Tiie  rescript  of  MTQiiarantotti,*  immediately  on  its  publica- 
tion, in  May,  1814,  was  received  by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland, 
Jay  and  eooWiastieal,  with -feelings  of  the  most-marked-ccnp™"' 
tempt  and  abhorrence;  the  sensation  which  it  evoked  through- 
out the  country  was,  in  many  respects,  unprecedented.  In  tlio 
meantime,  the  letters  of  many  of  the  Irish  prelates  in  reply 
to  Doctor  Poynter's  communication,  written  as  they  had  been 
in  a  style  of  fearless  a»d  honest  indignation,  afforded  a  suffi- 
ciqnt  guarantee  for  the  8ecurltyj)f  reftgion,  and  tended  in  a 
great  measure  to  allay  the  ferment  of  the  public  mind.  Among  . 
the  cliTgy  of  the  second  order,  if  a  few  solitary  exceptions 
may  bo  allowed,  thcre'was  but  one  sentiment:  the  rescript  of 
Monsignor  Qnarantotti  was  alike  reprobated  throughout  every 
diocese;  that  public  expression  should  be  given  to  this  feeling, 
was  denied  by  none,  yet  it  was  evident  that  some  section  of 

*  Fur  Hum  rewrii^  Me  ftitfieiidir  iii. 
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tno  clerfty  should  commcnco  and  set  tlio  example.  During 
this  brief  suspense,  the  priests  of  tlie  arclnlioccse  of  Dublin, 
with  an  intrepidity  which  does  tlicni  eternal  honour,  were  the 
first  to  come  forward  and  meet  the  national  ex|)ectation,  br 
the  announcement  of  a  public  meeting.  This  meeting  took 
iilaco  in  Kridge-streect  Chapel,  on  the  12tli  of  May,  1814, 
Doctor  llluke,  then  parish  priest  of.SS.  Michael  and  John's, 
presiding  as  chairman.  Tliut  same  spirit  of  uncompromising 
indepcnuence  which  hud  brought  them  together,  may  be 
traced  in  every  sentence  of  the  resolutions  adopted  on  this 
memorable  occasion.  They  denounced  the  rescript  signed 
Quarantotti,  as  von-ohliijatory :  they  considered  the  concession 
of  votoistical  arrangements  in  any  shape,  not  only  inexpedient, 
but,  moreover,  under  existing  circumstances,  highly  detri- 
mental to  the  best  and  dearest  interests  of  religion,  and  finally, 
they  called  on  the  Catholic  clergy  and  laity  of  Ireland,  to 
unite  with  them  in  an  earnest  entreaty,  that  the  prelates  of  the 
kingdom  would,  without  delay,  remonstrate  against  this  docu- 
ment, and  at  the  same  time  represent  to  his  holiness,  now  rein- 
stated at  Uome,  the  tremendous  evils  which  would  inevitably 
flow  from  its  adoption.*  The  resolutions  of  the  clergy  of 
Dubli'o  bcc^une  the  subject  of  universal  |>anegjf rism :  the  noble 
example  which  they  had  set,  was  immediately  embraced 
jWirougbout  the  respective  dioceses  of  the  kingdom. 

In  tlie  iqeeting  of  tlic  prelates,  which  was  convened  at. 
Maynooth  on  the  27tli  of  the  same  month,  the  fate  of  Qua- 
rantotti's  rescript  was  decided ;  they  considered  it  as  not  man- 
datory, and  resolved  that,  for  tno  purpose  of  opening  a 
communication  with  the  Holy  See,  two  prelates  shall  be/forth- 
with deputed  to  proceed  to  Uome,  and  subpiit  to  the  chief 
poatoc -tiiuir  uuauimous  ..and  wcll-kuoviui.  tdvhmeuts  .oa  Uld . 
subject.!  This  resolution  was  followed  up  by  the  appointment 
or  the  Most  Kov.  Doctor  Murray  and  the  Rij;ht  Itev.  Doctor 
Milncr,  as  delvgattf  to  the  Holy  See.  In  the  meantim<r  the 
excitement  created  by  the  rescript"  of  Monsignor  Quarantotti 
continued  furious  and  alurining;  after  a  period  it  died  away, 
while  the  document  itsell'  has  been  preserved  merely  as  a 
memento  of  the  intrigue,  impotence,  and  folly  of  v^oism. 

Such  had  been  the  msturo  of  aflairs  both  in  this  country 
and  in  England,  when  tlie  fortunes  of  Napoleon  underwent  an 
unexpected  revolution.  In  March,  1815,  Iluonaparte  sailed 
from  the  isle  of  Elba  to  rc-oscend  the  throne  of  France,  while 

» 

•  flee  rwiolirtionii  of  Piiblin  clergy  in  ttuhiin  ChrouMf,  "^     ^'l 

+  Hoe  rwulutiulut  of  ibc  prtilatoi ;  Freetnan's  Journal^  1814. 
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Murnt,  king  of  Naples,  at  the  hcail  of  ninety  thonsand  ni,en, 
undertook  to  rovoliitioiiizo  Itnly  in  support  of  liis  former 
benefactor,  and  by  forced  niarclies  led  liia  army  to  the  gates  of 
Koine.  In  the  meantime  liis  holiness,  accompanied  by  tliu 
whole  court,  quits  the  city,  and  having  rested  for  a  day  at 
Vitorbo,  lie  directs  his  route  into  Tuscany.  This  state,  however, 
lieing  at  all  times  defenceless,  and  withal  powerless  when  con- 
trasted with  the  forces  of  Alurat,  his  sacrod  person  is  not  yet 
considered  to  be  placed  in  perfect  security.  ■  He  accordingly 
atcends  the  Ap|H>nnines,  and  with  their  eminences  enters  Genoa, 
where  an  English  garrison  protecteil  him  from  a  coup  tie  main, 
and  an  English  fleet  secured  him  a  retreat  by  sea.  Mean- 
while the  panic  which  liail  made  its  way  through  the  nations 
became  progressively  alarming,  and  while  the  allies  poured 
their  myriads  along  the  Alps  and  the  Rhine,  Napoleon  was 
niusteriiiajiis  legions,  and  from  the  Camp  do  Mai  proclaimed 
his  bold  determination  to  lead  France  to  the  new  and  general 
conquest  of  Euroiie. 

It  was  during  tiiis  period  of  universal  tcrror,and  while  Pius 
VII.  had  been  under  the  protection  of  the  English  at  Genoa,that 
the  vetoists  recommenced  their  hitherto  unsuiTessful  intrigues, 
and  after  repeated  solicitations  obtained,  on  the  2ljth  of  April, 
a  letter  from  his  holiness  in  reference  to  the  long-desirecl  in- 
terference of  the  Dritish  government  in  the  nomination  of 
Catholic  prelates  for  Ireland.  Iij  the  procuration  of  this 
document,  which  as  we  shall  presently  see  was  merely  of  a  |)er- 
raissive  nature  and  by  no  means  mandatory,  the  English  cabi- 
net, besides  the  critical  contingencies  of  place  and  time,  had 
also  recourse  to  the  agency  of  individuals  who  were  already 
virtually  at  its  service,  anu  whose  pliant  servility  to  foreign 
courts  was  equalled  only  by  the  extensive  influence  which  they 
possessed  ovef  the  gencroiis  mimr'oT  tlieir  un8us|iecting  master. 
Kontana,  whom  Pius  VII.  on  his  departure  from  Uomo  had 
brought  with  him  as  his  private  theologian,  and  Cardinal 
Gona^vi,  then  secretary  of  slate,  were  the  mediums  through 
whiclkthis  instrument  ha<l  iiossed  into  the  hands  of  the 
liritis Aninister ;  the  three  copies  which  ha<l  been  respectively 
addressed  to  Uoctora  Poyntcr,  Milner,  and  Troy,  were  for- 
warded under  the  directions  and  signature  of  tlio  prefect, of 
Propaganda,  cardinal  Litta.  The  letter  itself  was  penned  and 
executed  by  Fontana;  but  it  had,  in  tlii><lirst  instance,  been 
obtained  from  the  pontili'at  the  urgent  ))ersuasive  suggestions 
of  the  state  secretary,  cardinal  Gon.salvi.  Huforc,  however, 
tliii)  very  interesting  document  shall  be  presented  to  the 
attention  of  the  reader,  the  history  of  this  able  and  celel>rated 
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Blatcsman  intut,  at  least  in  an  abridged  manner,  be  previonsly 
introduced. 

Itorn  at  Rome  of  nn  ancient  family,  originally  of  Urbino, 
Ilia  eminence  Gonsnivi  had  entered  yuurig  into  the  diocesan 
seminary  of  frascati;  llonry  cardinal  duko  of  York,  brother 
to  the  yonng  Prutondor,  being  then  bishop  of  that  see.  The 
young  Gonsii\vi,  now  in  deacon's  orders,  found  means  of  secur- 
ing the  patronage  of  this  influential  cardinal,  through  whoso 
interest  lie  soon  after  ubtaincd  the  prelate's  cloak,  and  became 
Auditore  di  Rota,  or  one  of  the  judges  who  preside  in  the 
court  of  civil  appeal.  Pope  Pius  VI.  had,  in  1798,  been 
carried  away  prisoner  to  Franco,  wliil»  the  sacred  college  was 
dispersed  by  the  immediate  orders  of  the  French  directory. 
Upon  this  occasion  Aloiisignor  Gonsalvi  followed  the  fortunes 
of  his  patron,  who,  cluprived  of  alt  his  revenues,  obtained  from 
his  Uritannic  majesty  a  considerable  annuity;  thus  renouncing 
the  accredited  independence  which  he  bad  hitherto  enjoyed, 
together  with  all  his  family  pretensions  to  the  crown  of 
England.  On  the  death  of  Pius  VI.,  the  sacred  college 
assembled  at  Venicb.  His  eminence  of  York  liaving,  by 
reason  of  his  age  and  infirmity,  been  preventeil  from  stteml- 
ing,  Gons-ilvi  was  sent  and  commissioned  to  act  as  his  proxy— 
a  circumstance  which  enabled  him  to  unfold  the  vast  resources 
of  his  genius,  and  to  which  his  future  exalted  fortunes  through 

life  may  be  mainly  attributed.    Dujring  tlui  four  nioQths  that 

the  conclave  lasted,  the  agent  Gonsalvi  displayed  extraordi- 
nary tident  for  business,  particularly  in  whatever  regarded  the 
commutucations  with  fureign  courts.  In  March,  1800,  bo 
was  ad\Wnced  to  the^WiMLof  secretary,  and  presented  with 
the  ])ortfolio  of  state.  "^"""^.^^ 

At  this  critical  |>criod  it  was  tMNus  holiness  Pius  VII. 
■  hacf^oCDcded  to  Rome,  which  city  theN(ctories  of  the  H\S- 
auin  general  Suwarrow  had  forced  the  Frbnch'*to  evacuate. 
Tlie  battle  of  Marengo,  however,  soon  cbangM  the  for^ne 
of  war,  while  the  re-establishment  of  religion  lb  France  bo- 
came  the  first  object  of  the  Holy  See — an  event  which  neces- 
sarily pre-supjMJsed  the  concurrence  of  Buonaparte  in  all  the 
views,  religious  and  political,  of  the  Roman  court.  Gonsalvi, 
lately  decorated  with  'the  pnqdc,  undertook  the  arduous 
enterprise,  from  which  cardinals  of  more  age  and  experience 
Bbrunk  with  despondency.  After  a  series  of  fruitless  nego- 
ciations,  the  apprehensions  of  every  experienced  man  are 
realized;  the^eyes  of  the  minister  (ionsalvi  are  opened,  and  all 
his  calculations  vanish  into  air.  On  the  Gtli  of  July,  1809, 
the  venerable  Pius  VII.  was  forced  into  captivity,  while  the 
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iiifloxiblo  uncomproniiBiiig  firmness  displayed  l>y  tlio  confessor 
of  Christ  in  liis  prison,  saved  from  schism  and  ruin  all  tlie 
churches,  ns  well  as  tlio  ecclesiastical  privilej;ea  of  the  French 
nation.  The  political  results  of  )iis  holiness'  fortitude  were 
not  less  conspicuous.  An  universal  synipathy  almost  instan- 
taneously (icrvadeil  li^uro|>c:  those  courts  anti  nations  which 
hud  hitherto  looked  on  with  indifl'efence,  became  now  the 
uduiirers  of  the  holy  father;  every  arm  is  raised  against  his 
unfeeling  gaoler;  his  counciIs.^re  struck  by  Heaven  with 
folly;  his  legions  are  buried  in  the  iiuwian  snows;  his  friends 
<lc8ert  him ;  liia  enemies  conquer  him,  and  that  feeling  of 
nations  which  Providence  in  its  own  time  had  evoked,  pre- 
cipitates the  vanquisher  from  bis  throne,  and  restores  the 
venerable  pontilT  triumphant  to  his  dominim^s. 

On  the  return  of  I'ms  VII.  to  Koii^efuonsalvi  was  rein- 
stated, and  accordingly  entered  once  more  on  the  exercise 
of  bis  former  ministerial  functions.  His  negociutinns  with 
Austria  and  Murat,  not  coming  within  the  scope  of  this 
work,  shall  accordingly  be  iiassed  over;  certain  it  is  that  bo 
jiruceeded  tb  the  congress  at  Vienna,  with  a  view  of  eil'ecting 
their  ratification.  IIis  eminence,  however,  jireviously  visited 
I^)ndon,  where  it  is  siipposinl  bo  received  his  first  eleuicntary 
lesson  on  vetoism.  The  alarm  which  the  decree  of  Monsig- 
nor  Quarantotti  bad  created,  was  still  fresh  in  the  public 
mind,  and  pronipted  several  individuals  of  |)rudei)ce  and   ex- 

Iicrience  to  offer  their  ailvico  to  the  secretary.  Doctor  Moy- 
an,  bishop  oi  Cork,  boin'g "  tTTtsri  W  Knglamf,  made  it- his 
business  to  wait  on  the  cardinal;  he  cautioned  him  against 
being  a  \MTty  to  any  such  system  of  interference:  on  which 
occasion  the  secretary  replied  that  the  measure  was  as  de- 
cidedly reprolHitcd  by  himself  and  by  the  court  of  Uomo  as  it 
bud  beou  l>y  Ui«  irish  luitioik  .  Jn.  France,  also,  Mr.  Frai^oU- 
I'lowden  placeil  in  the  cardinal's  bunds  sixty  puges  of  a  uianu- 
sci'ipt,  which  be  had  drawn  up  for  the  express  purpose  of 
enlightening  bis  mind  on  the  subject;  nevertheless,  it  is  said 
that  soon  after  his  arrival  ut  congress,  he  applied  to  Itonie  for 
full  jmwer  to  settle  the  point  definitely  with  the  English 
minister,  lord  Castlereagh.  Doctors  Murray  and  Milner 
lieing  then  at  the  Holy  Sec,  and  having  rendered  the  autho- 
rities there  more  cautious  thun  Quarantotti  had  been,  the 
powers  sent  to  Uunsalvi  were  only  ad  referendum,  that  is,  that 
lie  inigbt  confer  on  the  matter  with  the  iiritish  plenipoten- 
tiary, but  should  come  to  no  delinite  arrangement  without 
first  referring  it  ta  bii  holiness.  Whatever  may  bave  been 
the  nature  of  the  private  compact  which  his  eminence  bad 

! 


iccLESfAxncAL  nisTOBT  nr  inELAxa  605 

entered  into  diirinj;;  tlio  sitting  of  tliat  congress,  it  wns  at  nil 
events  goncrallv  siis|K>ctacl  tliiit  lie  did  on  tliat  occasion  pledge 
hiniaell'to  the  views  of  the  Uritiiili  ciiUnct. 

Tlic  reception  whicli  Ids  eminence  met  with  on  his  return  to 
Rome  was  most  fluttering;  lie  is  considered  by  men  of  every 
order  ns  the  great  lilierutur  of  the  ecclesinsticni  states,  and  in 
the  allocutio  or  speech  from  the  throne  pronounced  by  tho 
pope  lieforo  the  full  consistory  of  cardinals,  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1815,  hu  is  eniplmlicnlly  styled  "the  most  meritorious 
son  that  had  ever  served  the  lloly  See."  In  the  meantime 
tho  minister,  having  re-assumed  the  reins  of  government,  set 
about  amending  many  of  the  Rrrangemcnts  which  bad  been 
projected  by  the  provisional  administration  during  his  absence. 
Hesides  the  various  venerable  tongregatinns,  those  of  Pro|)a- 
ganda,  the  Council,  the  Holy  Office  and  Immunity,  which  had 
from  time  immemorial  admiiiistereil  the  rosgwRtive  departments 
into  which  tho  multiplicity  of  church  alliiirs,  foreign  and 
domestic,  are  divided,  the  secretary  erects  a  now  tribunal,  to 
which  IR  gave  the  goneral  title  of  "  A  Congregation  of  Eccle- 
siastical Alfairs."  This  judicial  court,  so  memorable  for  its 
connexion  with  tho  ulTuirs  of  Ireland  at  ii  subsequent  period, 
had  been  got  up  foy  the  avowed  pur[K)se  of  guiding'tlia" 
secretary  of  state  in  those  matters  of  religion  upon  which  he 
may  have  comiuunicatioiis  from  the  ambassadors  of  foreign 
powei-s. 

Such  was  the  lofty  and  dllHcult  position  to  which  this  nn- 
doubtedly  first  of  statesmen  had  been  elevated,  when  Napoleon 
.  Lroky  Jf"!',  I'^ibn,  and  gave  a  new  as  well  as  an  unexpected 
turn  to  the  destinies  of  uuropc.  This  was  the  crisis  when  the 
great  ilisiiosers  of  kingdoms  at  Vienna  received  their  first 
public  lecture  on  the  futility  of  liuman  speculations ;  their  dic- 
tation was  soon  proved  to  be  visionary,  and  instead  of  planning 
ttliiitistribHtion  of -ftations,  they  had  now  to  collect  their  tronps; 
and  endeavour  to  stop  the  career  of  their  mighty  and  formida- 
ble antagonist.  Pius  VII.,  as  has  been  alrcacly  noticed,  arrived 
at  Genoa,  where  his  sacred  iierson  found  a  place  of  security 
uniler  the  protection  of  an  Kuglish  Heet.  From  this  city,  also, 
a  document  connected  with  vetoistical  arrangements  hail  been 
issued,  bearing  date  the  2lith  of  April,  1815;  and  addressed, 
under  the  sigimturo  of  cardinal  Litta,  prefect  of  the  Propa- 
ganda, to  Doctors  Poynter,  Milner,  and  Troy.*"  Wfth  respect 
to  this  letter,  which  soon  after  created  such  an  nnusnul  fer- 
ment tliroughout  the  country,  two  -  princi|»l  points  are  to  bo 

*  Fur  tixh  ^lonocae  Jocumeat  aco  a|tiK'iulix  iv. 
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consiilcrcil :  first,  thenBturoof  the  document  itself ;  and  sccomlly, 
tlio  «)rciicy  liy  wliicli  it  had  been  obtained.  It  will  a|i|iear 
evident  from  the  very  tenor  of  the  letter,  that  it  was  by  no 
means  mandatory,  tlial  it  was  merely  permitshe,  and  that  oven 
this  permission  had  been  cxprc8se<l  under  certain  conditions. 
It  states  that  when  complete  emanciiiation  is  granted,  when 
all  oaths  hitlierto  proposed  are  laid  aside  and  replaced  by  one  of 
the  three  forms  mentioned  in  the  letter,  and  when  government 
renounces  its  demand  for  the  revision  of  rescripts,  denominated 
"  Regium  Exequatur,"  that  then  his  lioliness  will  not  have  a 
(litficulty  to  jtermil  an  interfcrencp  of,,  the  British  government 
in  the  nomination  of  bishops  for  the  Church  of  Ireland.  The 
agency  employed  in  procuring  this  ofticial  pajierf  was  even  at 
t  hat  period  very  far  from  being  a  mystery.  Lord  Uenticnk, 
who  then  acteu  as  British  ambassador,  frankly  acknowledged 
to  have  used  all  his  influence  on  this  occasion,  while  it  is 
equally  certain  that  Dr.  Poynter  had  contributed  to  advance 
the  measure.  This  letter  was  addressed  to  the  above-named 
prelates,  under  the  signature  of  cardinal  Litta;  nevertheless, 
It  is  put  fair  to  put  on  record  the  publicly-avowed  declaration 
I  of  this  most  upright  and  venerable  prefect.  "In  Genoa  (he 
V  observes),  I  saiil  and  repeated  to  the  jwpe,  to  his  advisers, 
and  to  all,  Jo  not  txecutt  lhi>  letter,  meddle  not  in  any  shape 
with  this  matter;  but  my  admonition  was  fruitless;  and 
against  my  own  decided  private  opinion  I  affixed  my  signature 
thereto."' 

This  letter,  important  as  it  must  have  been  under  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs,  was,  nevertheless,  from  motives  which  it  is 
not  difficult  t>i  conjecture,  ciirefully  wincealed  from  the  public 

eye.    At  length,  after  the  lapse  of  fnrce  months,  and  towards 

thoeiidof  Jtily,  1815,  it  began  to  ho  whispered  abroad  that 
vetoism  hiid  obtained  a  triumph,  and  that  the  holy  father  had 
been  deceived  into  some  qoncession  favourable  to  the  views  of 

.-  the  ■  Briftih  government.  Tliia  rumour,  at  fimt  .yague  and 
little  credited,  was  soon  after  conlirmcd  by  the  foilowing 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Uomc,  which  appeared  in  the  Cork 
Mercantile  Chronicle  of  the  2nd  August.  "The  pope  in 
Genoa  (^bnsenlfed  to  the  veto — Doctor  Poynter  was  for  it; 
Doctor  Milner  against  it ;  but  the  number  of  English  Catholics 
who  came  here  hist  winter  [lersuaded  his  holiness;  so  Doctor 
I'oynter  went  contented  from  the  pope.'''  As  soon  as  this 
announcement  had  appeared,  the  most  unexampled  ferment 
pervaded  all  classes  of  society.      That  some  official  document 
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on  tlio  tiilijcct  of  arrnngements  had  readied  tliis  connlry  was 
now,  uiiqiiestinimbly,  flBccrtnincd,  ami  as  people  who  are  natu- 
rally 0|K?n  and  ingiiiuons  thcmselvea,  generally  suspect  the 
worst  when  thoy  are  not  treated  witli  equal  candour  by  others, 
so  tho  Irish  Ciithoiics  concluded  that  this  letter,  which  thoy 
were  not  allowed  to  see,  had  decisively  lodged  in  tho  hands  ol" 
the  govcniinont  that  destructive  authority  which  they  had  s^ 
long  and  so  fearfully  dreaded.  Accordingly,  the  independent 
press  teemed  with  productions  against  the  hated  measure; 
the  Catholic  Association  met  and  summoned  an  aggregate 
inenting;  the  clergy  addressed  their  prelates  already  assemoled 
in  Dublin;  the  laity  waited  on  them  by  deputation,  while  the 
vetoists,  whether  masked  or  avowed,  could  set  no  limits  to 
their  exultation,  and  that  vetuism  might  want  nothing  to 
render  it  as  ludicrous  as  it  was  criminal,  the  no- popery  ycllers 
cordially  enlisted  umler  its  kindreil  banners,  and  commenced 
in  the  |>ress  and  elsowhcrc  a  furious  crusade  against  the  Catho- 
lics in  support  of  the  pope's  infallibility. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  uproar  and  universal  con- 
fusion, the  Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland  assembled  at  Dublin  in 
national  synod,  on  the  23rd  of  August.  The  prelates,  by  the 
resolutions  adopted  in  this  synod,  proved  themselves  to  be  the 
fearless  and  faithful  guardians  of  the  religion  of  their  country. 
They  pronounced  every,  the  least,  interference  of  the  crown, 
direct  or  indirect,  in  the  appointment  of  bishops  for  the 
Catholic  Ollurch  in  Ireland,  eeneiitlall;/  iiijiiriout,  and  eventually 
ilestrurtke  to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  tliit  country;  declar- 
ing themselves  bound,  by  all  canonical  and  constitutional 
moans  in  their  l)ower^  for  ever  to  deprecate  and  oppose  it-* 
This  decision  of  the  prelates  was  received  by  the  clergy  and 
people  of  Ireland  with  every  mark  of  enthusiasm ;  encomiums 
coiuuicnsurate  tvith  its  merits  had  been  passed  on  it  by  some 
of  tlio  first  writers  of  the  day ;  "  it  deserves  (says  Dr.  Milner) 
to  be  engraven  in  characters  of  gold  on  a  national  pillar,  as  a 
mnnumeiit  to  the  universe,  that  Ireland  is  still  Catholic."  Tho 
prelates  foirowed^ip  their  declaration  ^by  their  deeds;  an 
episcopal  (kputatiM.  composed  of  two  bishops,  the  Most  Rev. 
l3r.  .Murray,  coadjuWr  bishop  of  Dublin,  and  the  Right  Rev. 
Dr.  Murphy,  bishop  of  CorK.^vith  tho  Very  Rev.  Dr.  Blake, 
nrehdeucoii  of  the  metrnjmlis,  wore  directed  to  proceed  with  a 
remonstrance  to  Rome,  and  sailed' iri'-arftfw-itiiyt.'"   >   • 

That  the.  resolutions  of  the  prelates  miglit  bo  placed  on  a- 
still  more  iierniane'nt  record,  and  be  supported  by  tho  wholv  - 
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weiplit  of  tliQ  nntinn,  nn  apgrrpoto  ifieetin^  of  tlio  Ciitholirs 
of  Ireland  woi  livlil  on  tlio  2!ltli  of  tliu  snme  niontli,  in 
Clarendon-slrvct  Clifl|H!l,  at  wliicli  Sir  Thomas  Ksinonde,  Itnrt. 
prcaidod.  In  tliia  meeting,  tlio  Ciitliolic  laity  renew  their 
expression  of  eateom  for  and  gnititudo  to  their  venerable 
hierarchy,  for  the  firtn,  manly,  and  deciiled  manner  in  which 
they  had.  reprobatcil  cvBry  measure  Riving  to  the  crown  any 
control  whatever  over  the  appointment  of  bishops  in  thi»V 
country ;  declaring,  at  the  same  time,  that  such  measure  must 
necessarily  tend  to  destroy  religion,  and  also  materially  injure 
the  civil  rights  ami  liberties  oif  the  |M)oplc  of  Ireland  of  all 
classes  and  denominations.  As  the  clerical  deputation  had 
been  alrcaily  appointed,  and  was  now  ready  to  proceed  to 
Home,  the  meeting  cauie  to  an  unanimous  determination  of 
ailopting  a  similar  line  of  proceeding.  Accordingly  n  remon- 
strance, in  concurrence  with  that  of  the  prelates,  was  ordered  to 
l>c  prepared,  and  a  resolution  was  passed  appointing  the  deputa- 
tion. It  consisted  of  Sir  Thomas  Ksmonde,  Dart.,  and  Uwen 
O'Onnor,  Esq.,  an<l  to  these  delegates  was  joineil,  as  their 
secretary,  a  man  of  tried  integrity  and  intimately  acquainted 
with  the  language  and  customs  of  the  Koman  court,  the  liev. 
Richard  Hayes.' 

This  disinterested  patriot  and  learned  man  (who,  in  the  dis- 
cdargc  of  this  mission,  made  a  sacrifice  of  his  health  and,  it 
may  bo  said,  of  his  life  on  the  altar  of  his 'country)  was 
descended  of  a  respectable  family,  and  was  bom  in  the  town 
of  Wexford,  on  the  2()th  of  January,  1788.  Possessed  of 
those  extraordinary  gifts  which  Nature  distributes  with  so 
sparing  a  hand,  and  lllled  with  a  love  for  the  ecclesiastical 
state,  lie  resolved  to  retire  to  the  continent,  where  now,  as 
well  as  in  ages  \vat,  the  Irish  8tu<lent  was  silre  to  meet  a 
friendly  reception.  Accordingly,  in  the  14tli  vSarof  his  age, 
ho  proceeded  to  Kome,  where,  having  attached  himself  to  the 
college  of  St.  Isidore,  he  attained  the  object  of  his  wishes, 
and  made  his  solemn  profession  in  the  church  of  that  convent, 
as  a  member  of  the  Franciscan  institute.  The  ardour  with 
whieli  he  now  entered  on  the  course  of  his  ecclesiastical 
studies,  was  commensurate  with  the  extent  of  his  powerful 
talents.  To  a  knowledge  of  the  fii-eek  tnd  I..atin  classics, 
which  he  had  acquired  in  his  native  country,  ho  added  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  Hebrew  and  the  southern 
languages  of  Europe;  this  literary  treasure  he  carefully 
enriched  by  becoming  a  [>erfect  master  of  mathematics  in  all 

*  llesulutiuna  in  Evming  Poif^  1815. 
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il9  most  sublime  and  inlricntc  branr.lies.  Having  devoted 
ci;;lit  yean  to  tlie  stuily  of  the  Scriptures,  of  cliurcli  history, 
mill  of  ciiiion  hiw,  under  one  of  tlie  most  leiiriied  coMsultlsrs  of 
tlie  holy  office,  he  returned  to  hia  native  country,  in  August, 
1811,  a  period,  when,  from  the  confusion  of  war  and  of  mili- 
tary licentiousness,  such  a  journey,  as  may  bo  presumed,  had 
been  extremely  hazardous. 

The   llcv.   Kiuhurd    Hayes  was   in  Cork,  attached   k)  his 
convent,  when,  on  Friday,  the  1st  of  September,  he  received 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Hay,  enclosing  the  resolutions  wliich  have 
been    already  notice<l.      The  invitation,  nithoggh  fluttering, 
was  eviilenlly  the  forerunner  of  a  difficult  md |K>rilous  tusk; 
nevertheless.  Father  llnyes  rcsimnded  to  the  call  of  his  country, 
and  arrived  in  Dublin  two  (lays  after  lie  had    received  the 
resolutions  from   the   secretary  of    the   association.      In  the 
nieiintime  .Sir  'Ihonias  Esmonde  and  Owen  O'Conor  having 
declined  the  journey  to   Koine,   Mr.  O'Connell  read   to  the 
association  a  h'tter  from  the  former,  proposing  Dr.  Dromgole, 
then  ill  Italy,  in   his  stead.     Tiiis  projiosal  not  having  been 
attended  to,  the  plan  of   a  deputation  was  on  the  )>oint  of 
being  abaiidoneil,  but  the  danger  arising  from  vetoism  becom- 
ing more  alarming,  the  remonstnince  to  his  holiness  was  at 
length  ilrawn  up,  approved  of,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Fatlier  Hayes,  thereby  apixiiniing  him  the  publicly  authorized 
delegate  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  to  the  Hul^  See.     He 
accordingly  proceeded  on  his  journey,  observing  to  his  friends, 
that  difficulties  an<l  dangers  he  set  at  dctiunce;  for,  said  he, 
".ujitle  Ireland  hates  the  veto,  she  will  supiwrt  me  in  spite  of 
all  intrigue,  if  I  servo   her  with  integrity.'      At  London  he 
obtained  a  pass|Hirt  from  the  French  ambassador,  and  after 
some  delay  in  France,  then  occupied  by  foreign  troops,  and  a 
journey   of  live  weeks,    he  reached  Home,  on  the   25th  of 
October,  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  episco]>al  deputies. 
A  negociation  such  as  that  which,  througli  their  res|iectivo 
representatives,  tlie  prelates  and  |)eople  of  Ireland  were  now 
going  to  commence  at  the  Holy  .See,  did  by  no  means  oft'er  the 
most   flattering  prosiiecis  of   success.      The  objects  of    this 
iiii|)Ortant  mission,  ns  cuntaiiicd  in  the  resolutions  and  reinon- 
slniiicea  of  the  preh^tc^^,  |>riests,  and  people  were,  in  the  first 
phtcei  to  supplicate  his  holiness  not   to  |>eruiit   the  Jliritish 
government  to  interfere  in  the  regulation  of  their  ecclesiastical 
concerns;  secondly,  to  remove  the  pretext  of  such  interlcrenoe, 
by  the  enactment  of  a  system  of  church  government,  exclu- 
sively domestic;  and  thirdly,  to  [irotcst  on  both  religious  and 
(lolitical  gounds  against  the  said  interlercnoe,  and  to  state  that 

2a 
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tlio  LUb(lm,^clcr^'y,  and  Catliollca  of  Iruliiiid,  would  oppose  it 
by  all  cuioiiicnl  and  coiiatitutioriiil  means,  as  bving  eMcntially 
iiijiirioyl  niid  eventually  destructive,  not  only  to  their  religion 
but  ubb  to  their  civil  liberty. 

'r1i»  cpiiico)>al  licputntion  had,  inuncdintiily  on  their  arrival 
in  Konie,  deemed  it  advisable  tu  wait  on  his  eminence  cardinal 
Uonsalvi,  the  secretary  of  state ;  they  were  received  by  this 
minister  with  peculiar  marks  of  attention,  explained  to  him 
the  object  and  tcnilency  of  their  mission,  and  soon  after 
obtained  their  introductory  audience  with  his  holiness.  In 
this  first  interview,  their  inpers,  including  the  resolutions  and 
remonstrance  of  the  Irish  prelates,  were  regularly  submitled 
to  the  holy  father;  but  they  were  directed  to  refer  them  for 
further  consideration  tu  the  minister  of  state,  by  which  means 
Ihoy  were  accordingly  detached  from  the  cognizance  of  the 
Propaganda,  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  cardinal  (lonsalvi. 
On  the  Uth  of  Noveuiber,  Father  Ilay^,  through  the  agency 
of  cardinal  Litta  and  the  general  oi^  l^s  order,  was  admitted 
to  his  fii-st  au'licnco  with  the  sovereign  pontiff.  Conceiving 
that  the  l'ro|inganda  was  the  regular  icfritiuiate  tribunal  for 
the  investigation  of  an  ecclesiastical  subject,  such  as  this  had 
been,  he  was  at  first  pre-determined  nut  to  allow  the  docu- 
nients  with  which  he  had  been  intrusted  to  pass  into  any  other 
channel.  His  holiness,  however,  was  pleased  to  assure  him, 
that  the  question,  important  as  it  was,  should  be  referred  for 
discussion  to  a  congregation  of  cardinals,  that  the  prefect  of 
Propaganda  should  be  consulted,  and  that  his  own  peculiar 
care  and  insiiection  sliouhl  not  be  wanting.  Accordingly  the 
pafiers  of  the  lay  deputation  were,  together  with  those  of  the 
prelates,  referred  to  the  secretary,  cardinal  Gonsalvi. 

In  the  meantime  a  tusk  of  no  inferior  responsibility  re- 
nuiincd  to  be  executuil.  A  vetoistical  faction  in  Rome,  com- 
po.ied  of  Irish  and  English,  had  already  poisoned  the  public 
nund,  and  produced  unfavourable  impressions  even  on  many 
of  the  canlinals,  by  the  circulation  of  the  most  unfounded 
misrepresentations ;  the  calumnies  of  Sir  John  Cox  Hip|>esley, 
and  other  political  dabblers  in  ecclesiastical  alliiirs,  formed 
no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  machinery,  while  the  whole 
frame-work  of  the  system  was  artfully  kept  together  by  theii 
powerful  intrigues  of  the  liritish  cabinet.  These  attempts  to  ^ 
intimidate  the  delegates,  although  jdefeatod,  wore,  nevertllft- 
less,  renewed,  through  the  assistance  which  at  this  thne  they 
Imd  obtained  from  the  vetoisticid  portion  of  the  Irish  press. 
Among  other  publications,  some  numbers  of  Cartick't  Morning 
Post  had  been  transmitted  to  Uomc,  containing  a  furious  |>ara- 
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fcraph,  in  wliicli  the  dirlefralinn  niid  reinniistrance  of  the  laity 
iiid  been  culled  in  quiiitiiin,  anil  repreacntin^  both  as  emanating 
not  from  the  nation,  but  from  an  unauthorized  junta  of  a  few 
turbulent  hot  headed  individuals  in  Dublin.  This  statement, 
however,  was  but  a  mere  assertion,  and  besides  being  anonv- 
(nous,  was  clearly  upset  by  other  authentic  documents;  in  iixe 
Propaganda,  and  particularly  by  cardinal  Litta,  it  was  discre- 
dited ;  (ionsalvi  himself  was  at  leniith  constrained  to  admit  the 
credentials,  the  renionstranco  of  the  Irish  people,  and  the 
authority  of  their  representative. 

During  all  this  time  the  remonstrances,  both  lay  and  clerical, 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary,  but  no  step  was  taken 
to  bring  the  matter  to  a  discussion :  at  length  ho  consented  to 
have  the  whole  case  submitted  to  the  Tribunal  for  Ecclesiasti- 
cal AiTairs, — a  pro|)osal  which,  for  various  reasons,  must  have 
inspired  the  delegates  with  confidence.  It  reniove<l  the  trans- 
action considerably  Out  of  the  hands  of  the  minister  of  state; 
and  although  the  business  of  this  court  had  in  a  great  measure 
been  swayed  by  the  inlluenco  of  Gunsulvi,  yet  the  delegates, 
resting  on  the  uierils  of  their  cause,  must  have  anticipated 
success  in  any  ecclesiastical  tribunal,  especially  in  one  where 
many  of  the  authorities  were  men  of  discretion,  weight,  and 
ex|)erience.  'Ibis  mode  of  proceeding  had,  however,  been 
scarcely  determined  upOn,  when  cardinal  Litta  hapfiened  to  be 
removed  frotn  the  scene  of  allairs.  A  few  days  after  he  was 
appointed  to  proceed  to  Milan,  as  ambassador  extraordinary  on 
a  congratulatory  deputation  to  the  emperor  of  Austria.  llow- 
cvcr,  before  his  deiKirture  he  issued  a  formal  notice  to  Mon- 
tana, secretary  of  the  Tribunal  for  Kcclesiastical  Affairs,  and 
lit  the  same  tune  caUsed  e.\])lanatocy  letlere  to  be  addressed  to 
Doctors  Troy,  Poyntcr,  and  Milher,  on  the  nature  and  ten- 
dency of  the  original  Genoese  document. 

The  absence  of  this  amiable  and  ini|iivrtial  prelate  was  only 
the  signal  for  further  procrastination.  Various  conferences 
had  been  held  with  Uonsalvi,  but  no  definite  answer  was 
returned;  applications  were  made  to  Fontana  and  to  the  vice- 
prefect;  these,  however,  declined  interfering:  at  length  it 
appeared  evident  to  all  conii>ctent  jinlges,  that  the  consequences 
of  this  postponement  could  be  remedied  only  by  removuig  the 
cjiso  altogetlier  out  of  the  hands  of  Ihe  |>olitical  minister,  and 
enbmitting  it  to  the  coguizaiico  of  the  prefect  of  Pro|iaganda, 
who,  in  fact,  was  the  protector  and  regularly  authnrize<l  guar* 
dian  of,  Uie  Irish  Church.  Acconlingly,  on  the  i!2nd  of 
December,  Father  Hayes  ohtained  nil  audience  with  tlie  holy 
father,  on  which  occasion  he  jircseuted,  among  other  papers, 
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B  nicmorml,  jirnyinp  that  tlic  iliscuuinn  of  tlic  case  might  be 
referred  to  rro|>a;;uniln,  anil  nt  the  uiiiie  time  entpreil  a  solemn 
jirole«t  anaiimt  the  interference  of  any  Blateollicer  in  a  quea- 
tiiin  peculiarly  connected  with  the  relii;iou«  concerns  of  a 
uation.  This  interview  terminated  with  <lirections  to  hold 
theso  pa|wrH  over  until  the  return  of  cardinal  LitU  from 
Milan,  to  which  the  delepafe  respectfnlly  submitted,  leaving, 
ill  the  meantime,  the  niemoriul  and  the  protest  against  the 
minister  in  the  hands  of  his  holiness.  About  the  same  time 
the  episcopal  delegates  had  their  second  auilienco  with  the 
holy  father;  nevertheless,  the  examination  of  the  measure 
with  which  tliey  had  been  commissioned,  appears  to  have  made 
no  progress  whatever..  More  than  three  months  had  elapsed, 
and  nothing  was  obtained  but  promises  on  the  part  of  the 
secretary,  and  expectations  that  were  far  from  being  realized; 
even  the  project  of  submitting  the  case  to  the  ministerial 
'J'ribunnI  for  Ecclesiastical  Aflairs,  apiieaR-d  to  have  been 
abandoned.  That  no  effort  might  be  left  untried,  an  imme- 
diate application  was  made  to  cardinal  Uoria,  tlio  vice-prefect 
(if  Propaganda;  but  this  functionary  refused  to  interfere,  at 
the  same  time,  recommending  the  applicant  to  await  the  return 
of  cardinal  l..ilta,  and  promising  him  his  support. 

Such  had  been  the  ]K>sition  of  aflitirs  when  the  prelates,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  demanded  their  passports,  and  prepared 
for  their  return  to  Ireland.  On  the  following  4ay  their  lord- 
ships received  from  the  cardinal  secretary  anollicial  document, 
which  appears  to  have  been  industriously  prepared,  and  was 
drawn  up  not  by  un  ecclesiastical  congreg  ition,  but,  as  had 
been  sujiposed,  by  Monsignor  .Masio,  the  private  secretary  of 
Latin  letters  to  his  holiness.  This  instrument,  so  fur  from  being 
a  formal  revocation  of  the  Genoese  letter  (a  point  on  which 
the  delegates  insisted),  proved,  on  the  contrary,  to  be  a  direct 
ju9tiflc"ation  of  that  document;  it  contained,  moreover,  some 
unmerited  remarks  on  the  general  procee<tings  of  the  episcopal 
body  in  Ireland.  This  letter,  unsatisfactory  as  it  was,  could 
not  be  .received.  The  prelates,  on  the  8tli  of  January,  returned 
it  back  to  the  minister,  in  consequence  of  the  reasons  already 
assigned,  and,  moreover,  as  it  purported  to  be  a  reply  not  only 
to  the  remonstrance  of  the  hierarchy,  but  likewise  to  that  of 
the  laity.  Their  lordships  immediately  after  had  their  finol 
.  iiudieiico  with  his  holiness,  repeated  tlieir  objections  to  the 
letter  of  his  eminence  the  secretary,  ami  took  their  leave. 
Father  Hayes,  on  the  following  day,  obtained  his  third 
aiiiliencc  with  the  holy  father.  This  interview,  which  con- 
tinued for  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  ofibrdeJ  tlie  delegate  an 
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opportunity  ef  enlargiti);  fully  on  every  bearing  of  tlie  subject. 
'J'liv  hilly  futlicrnppcareil  deeply  aHTecteil;  he  full  nlarmed,  too, 
lest  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  might  once  more  be  subjected  to 
persecution.  "  Holy  father,  (replied  the  delegate)  we  dreail 
not  |icrseculion ;  but  we  dread  your  holiness'g  sanction  of  a 
iiiciisnre  nlilcli  we  must  resist,  as  we  wonid  be  thereby 
dc))rived  of  those  synipiithiesof  the  Holy  See,  which  have  ever 
consoled  us  under  the  fierce  trials  we  have  endured  for  our 
nttaclinient  to  the  centre  of  unity."  These  and  other  obser- 
vations iniiile  a  deeji  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  sovereign 
pontiff,  an<l  he  was  pleased  to  promise  that  the  business  should 
be  submitted  to  re  consideration. 

The  prelates  having  now  proceeded  on  tlieir  journey  to 
Ireland,  Father  Hayes  deemed  it  most  advisable  to  turn  his 
attention  to  the  all-important  subject  of  domestic  nomination, 
and  which,  under  existing  circumstances,  seemed  to  bo  the 
only  means  of  securing  the  Irish  Church  from  the  intrigues  of 
foreign  influence,  and  at  the  same  time  of  inducing  govern- 
ment to  relinquish  their  demand  for  the  veto.  The  pope,  on 
his  part,  had  no  objection  whatever  to  the  measure,  as  ho 
wished  not  to  preserve  any  real  or  apparent  influence  in  Ire- 
land that  might  give  umbrage  to  any  party;  while  cardinal 
Lilta,  who  had  by  this  time  returned  from  Milan,  liad  fre- 
quently signified  that  the  holy  congregation  entertained  no 
views  whatever  of  patronage,  and  sought  only  the  advance- 
ment of  merit,  resting,  on  pro|)er  recommendations  with 
regard  to  the  candidates'.  His  eminence,  although  perfectly 
satisfied  to  patronize  the  measure,  appeared,  however,  some- 
what reluctant  tu  enter  on  its  immediate  discussion.  He 
observed  that  the  cardinal  secretary,  Goiisalvi,  had  already 
forwarded  the  letter  in  a  modified  state,  which  had  been  so 
nobly  rejected  by  the  episcopal  delegation;  ho  accordingly 
judged  it  more  pruilent  to  leave  the  business  untouched  until 
It  sliould  bo  known  what  reception  that  document  had  met 
with  from  the  prelatfe  of  Ireland.  An  excellent  letter  from 
the  liiglit  Kov.  Doctor  Coppinger,  which  reached  the  Roman 
capital,  at  this  porioil,  served  to  give  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
alri'ady  detested  spirit  of  vetoism.  By  the  special  directions 
of  his  holiness,  this  letter  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  cardinal 
Litta.* 

While  tlio  cause  of  vetoism  was  thus  tottering  in  Rome,  its 
overlhrow  was  completed  by  means  of  an  eloquent  and  power- 
ful discourse  delivered  in  Dublin  by  the  Most  Rev.  Doctor 

■  MS.  iiaiMnof  tin  Itov.  It.  Ilayca. 
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Murray,  on  tlio  following  Go^d  FriMny  {18l(>)  From  tlio 
stand  which,  tip  to  tliis  period,  had  been  maile  hy  the  prehitcK, 
clergy,  nnd  iieonle  of  Ireland  again.st  the  measure  of  a  veto, 
the  ufTrontery  of  its  advocates,  ami  the  whole  train  of  their 
proceedings,  woulil  ho  altogether  incredible,  Imil  we  not  tlm 
stern  testimony  of  facti  arranged  in  too  dear  a  light  boforu 
us.  Even  at  this  very  crisis,  no  artilico  was  left  untried  to 
keep  the  niimhinery  together:  their  meetings  were  generally 
convened  in  Kceles-street,  and  that  their  resolutions  might 
np|)car  (uilatiible,  and  meet  with  a  very  favourable  reception, 
tliey  were  always  sure  to  bo  qiialiKeil  and  cautiously  niter- 
mixed  with  a  provisional  declaration  of  obedience  to  the  Holy 
See.  This  atteiii()t  to  iin|H>8a  on  the  credulity  of  the  public 
was,  however,  soon  detected;  the  covering  un(lcr  which  it  lay 
concealeil  was  happily  removed  on  that  memorable  occasion, 
when  Doctor  Murray,  in  a  strain  of  pathetic  nnd  irresistible 
eloquence  so  peculiar  to  himself,  introiiuced  the  subject  to  the 
attention  of  an  admiring  auditory,  and  implored  the  mis- 
guided advocates  of  vetoism  not  to  impose  new  and  diagrnce- 
ful  bands  on  the  mystical  body  of  the  liedeeiner.*  The 
effect  produceit  by  this  appeal,  coming  from  so  exalted  a 
character,  cannot  bo  well  described ;  it  made  its  way  like 
a  torrent,  while  the  vctoists  and  the  cause  in  which  they 
embarked,  were  alike  overwhelmed  in  the  deep  and  power- 

*  Th«  pauiffe  of  tho  Rormrrn  slliidoil  to  in  m  foIlnwR  :  having  knived  at 
that  »ta^o  of  t)ie  ftoiletiiiiur'i  ]Nusi(m  whero  lie  is  n<pro4Ante>l  aa  iMmnd  to  a 
l>ilUi',  luH  grace  ob%!rva<i :  '*  To  this  Imhiii'I  aiiil  iiiirenng  Victim  I  would  now 
itiipIoK  ttio  attiHition  of  thoHc  uii^iiiihNl  Catholics  who  Huom  witling  to  im]iose 
now  anil  iliAgraoofiil  liandM,  not,  luitctHl,  on  His  saoretl  [lerson,  nut  on  His 
mystical  lM>tly,  that  is,  IIh  Church,  which  wiu  ever  nioru  dear  to  Him  th^n 
His  )M>rwmal  liberty— raoro'  doar  to  llim  tlian  even  Itis  life.  Does  not  Hfc. 
I'aul  assura  ns  (Kph.  v.  2(i,  27),  that  for  this  mystical  Uxly  //«  dHimretl  ll»n- 
&fj/'  up  .  ,  .  Ulat  hf  mi;fhf  prfn^iii  itnio  Ifiimrlf  <l  'jlitrimtn  ekHrch,  not  htitrin:! 
B/mt  or  vrinklf  .  .  .  lull  th'U  it  ihontft  /«•  /i<tly  atfl  toUkout  Mfm'th  /  And  c*)uld 
we  su|>|HH«e  that  it  would  l>e  moni  [taiuful  to  Him  to  sul>mit  His  saTeti  hands 
to  tho  ignominious  conls,  than  to  see  this  Church  Ixmnd  and  fettered  hy  rii' 
Htriction-s,  which  would  rouilor  it  leas  ca|uble  of  fullilling  the  ohjoct  for  which 
it  was  formed,  the  oliject  for  which  Ite  {smreil  out  His  most  |)rccious  life?  I 
kni>w  that  our  mistaken  broUiren  would  not  consent  to  yield  njt  any  jHunt 
which  Ifi'-if  dtwrn  essential,  and  that  they  look  not  liuyond  what  tnt^y  consider 
safe  and  honouralile  conciliation.  But,  unhapinly,  it  is  uow  too  well  known, 
that  the  conciliation  wliich  is  oxitocttHl  is  suoh  as  would  imply  the  degradation 
and  cnilavement  of  tho  sacred  ministry.  And  wliat  virtuous  Catholic  iroald 
ooosent  to  |nirchase  the  chance  of  temjioral  advant.ige8  at  the  price  of  such  a 
real  spiritual  calamity  T  Oh  I  if  tho  stroke  must  come,  let  it  come  from  those 
who  have  &.>  long  sought  the  extinction  of  our  religion ;  hut,  in  the  name  of 
(JikI,  let  no  (.'ath.ilic  [tress  forw.arxl  to  share  in  the  inglorious  work.  Let  no 
one  among  us  Ihi  found  to  say  of , his  church,  aa  the  treacherous  disciple  said 
of  its  divine  Founder  :  tolt<U  trill  you  giif^  Mf.  nnil  I  will  itfiicer  hiM  [it)  HlUo 
yov  /"—Mat  tivi.  IS.  ~DuUi»  ChronicU  of  Uth  Alvil,  |gl&  I 


ICGLESIASnCAl  RMIOIIT  Or  IMUND.      •  615 

fill  Hooil  of  eloquence  which  now  bora  down  to  formidably 
iijioii  them. 

Tho  afiulra  of  tlio  Church  of  Irclnnd,  which  had  been 
hitherto  so  unaccoiintubljr  obstructed,  were  from  tliis  timo 
allowed  to  flow  in  their  proper  current;  they  were  removc<l 
completely  from  tliu  control  of  tho  liomnn  court,  and  placed 
under  the  management  of  tho  Holy  Sec.  This  revolution 
WOK  rendered  still  more  successful  by  tho  arrival  in  Rome  of  ' 
tho  i)rocce<lint!»  which  took  place  in  the  synod  of  Kilkenny: 
they  afforded  another  opportunity  of  introducing  into  Propa- 
);anda  tho  system  of  domestic  nomination ;  while  Ids  eminence 
thujirefect  was  directed  by  the  |iopo  to  inform  the  prelates 
of  Ireland,  that  the  Holy  See  would  willin);ly  establish  that 
measure,  provided  a  mode  was  proposeil  which  would  meet 
general  gatisfiiction.  Various  systems  had  been  sufigcstod 
from  various  quarters;  but  to  the  prefect  and  to  the  congre- 
gation they  ap|)earod  unsatisfactory.  While  tho  question, 
although  admitted  in  principle,  had  been  thus  postponed,  and 
Was  in  imminent  diinger  of  being  abandoned,  Fatlier  Hayes 
undertook  to  propose  a  plan,  which  appeared  calculated  to 
reconcile  all  jarring  interests,  and  which,  with  the  exception 
of  some  minor  details,  met  with  tho  immodiato  approbation  of 
the  prefect  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  the  iwrisli  priests,  in- 
cluding the  m'einbers  of  chanters,  were  to  elect  throe  candi- 
dates; the  metropolitan  and  nis  sufTragans  should  then  place 
on  record  their  opinions  w;itli  respect  to  tho  merits  of  each, 
and  tinally  the  Propaganda  should  then  institute  upon  their 
joint  testimony,  'lo  this  was  superadded  a  distinct  mode  for 
the  nomination  of  episcopal  coadjutors.  It  ordained  that  tho 
incumbent  prilate  should  proposo  the  candidate  to  his  parish 
priests  and  canons ;  that  these  should  give  their  assent  by  a 
plurality  of  votes;  that  the  metropolitan  and  snlTragans  should 
then  transmit  their  opinions  of  him,  and  the  holy  congrega- 
tion decide  accordingly."  Copies  of  this  plan  wore  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  sacred  college,  and  afibrded  uni- 
versaisatisfaction. 

In  the  meantime,  various  appeals,  arising  out  of  the  collation 
of  parishes,  having  arrived  from  different  parts  of  Ireland, 
the  establishment  of  the  concursiis,  according  to  the  council 
of  Trent,  was  considered  necessary  by  Propaganda;  and 
letters  commanding  it  wore  written  to  some  of  the  bishops. 
To  prevent  those  frequent  appeals  and  differences,  it  was  re- 
ifolved,  moreover,  to  renew  the  diocesan  synods,  archiepiscopal 

*  M9.  p^Kn  and  Ictten  of  Rev.  IL  Hayes. 
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courts  of  appml,  the  cha|iteni  in  eacli  dioccno,  and  tlie  rpjiuliir 
furiiis  of  triiil  ill  all  ecclcHJaKtiral  caiHes.  living;  titandini; 
liiw>  of  tliu  Cliurcli,  llieso  nmtti-rs  could  bo  unjnincil  by  tliu 
prefect  in  the  ordiniiry  weekly'  congress  of  frcipngHncIa ;  it 
was,  liowevcr,  deciiicd  convenient  to  cntablisli  tliem  in  con- 
junction witli  dointiitic  nomination,  Tliia  latter  measure, 
coin|>ared  with  wliivli  the  concursiis  and  other  rcf;ulation!i, 
tended  hut  remotely  to  prevent  government  inflnc-nce,  could 
not,  on  tlie  other  hand,  ho  olTected,  unless  by  a  formal  decree 
imssed  in  the  general  monthly  congress,  at  which  the  cardinals 
of  the  holy  congregation  are  bound  to  attend.  In  this  con- 
gress it  was  proposed,  that  the  aflfairs  connected  with  the 
Irish  Church,  should  not  be  brought  under  discussion,  until 
the  expected  letters,  regardingkthe  then  contested  nominations 
in  Clogher  and  Waterford,  should  arrive;  thus  was  the  sub- 
ject ot  domestic  nomination  again  submitted  to  the  ordeal  of 
procrastination. 

The  annual  vacations,  during  which  the  business  of  these 
courts  remiiins  sus|K>niled,  were  now  apjiroachhig, — a  circum- 
stance which  induced  the  delegate  to  re-visit  his  native 
country,  lie  communicated  his  intention  to  cardinal  Litta, 
had  Ml  audience  with  his  holiness,  presented  an  address  of 
filiiil  attachinciit  in  the  iiaiuo  of  the  Irish  nation,  and  obtained 
the  apostolic  benediction.  Yiuliliiig,  however,  to  the  repre- 
sentations of  friends  at  liome,  Naples,  and  other  i>laces,  ho 
was  previfileil  U|)on  to  alter  his  intention, — a  step  which  iiib- 
scfiiient  events  proved  to  bo,  at  le.-ist,  imprudent.  It  was 
during  this  interval  that  he  addressed  two  memorable  letters, 
dated  the  1st  of  February,  1817,  to  some  members  of  the 
Catholic  Board,  requesting  them  to  move  the  appointment  of 
Doctor  Dromgole  and  of  the  Kev.  Count  M'Auley,  as  his 
co-del«gntcs,  both  of  whom  were  then  resiiling  in  Koine,  anil 
had  considerable  influence  with  the  cardinal  secretary  and 
other  members  of  the  sacred  college.  This  demand  was  not 
complied  with ;  it  appears  to  have  been  |>articularly  discoun- 
tenanced by  the  tcm|>urizing  remnant  of  the  Trimblcstoii- 
junta.  ^  • 

It  was  now  the  close  of  I<ent,  and  various  incidents  occurred 
to  put  off  the  cxjiectod  congress,  while,  in  the  meantime, 
several  printed  copies  of  the  letter,  already  alluilcd  to,  bail 
been  transmitted  to  Rome.  Fifteen  thousand  English  were 
then  in  the  city,  having  flocked  from  all  quarters  of  the  con- 
tinent to  behohl  the  majestic  ceremonies  of  the  season.  The 
letter  was  circulated,  while  tlie  sensation  it  produced  cannot 
well  be  described.    In  the  uieantimc,  the  new  Hanoverian 
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anihiiundor,  tliv  Imron  of  Onipteili,  nrrivi-d  in  Rome.  This 
envoy,  wlio,  it  uliniild  be  reiiinrkud,  had  hccn  proviously  in 
Kii)rlnnd,  mado  nil  iinnie'liute  ap|ilicutiiin  to  the  secretary, 
cardinal  Qonsalvi,  and  iiisintcd  upon  tho  bunishincnt  of  tho 
Irish  dcleirate.  This,  it  aniMnn,  wiu  at  lint  refused,  on  tho 
ground  ofliis  boiii^  a  Krilisli  suliject,  Heruiirso  was  then  had 
to  the  general  of  his  iinler;  hut  this  di^nilnry  rcplieil,  that  as 
no  char)»o  of  innnonility  hud  been  broiij^lit  against  Father 
Hayes,  and  whereas,  ho  appeared  in  lli)ine  as  tho  delegate  of 
a  nation,  ho  was  on  that'accouiit  placed  altogether  beyond  his 
jurisdielion.  In  tho  mc:iiitiine,  Father  Hayes  continued  to 
direct  his  attcniion  to  the  ulFairs  of  Ireland  pending  in  Propa- 
ganda, the  general  congress  of  which  had  Iieen  fixed  for  tho 
IS)tli  of  May.  Tho  plan  of  domestic  nomination  which  he  hail 
already  subinittcd,  had  been  printed  by  I'ropogandn,  three 
weeks  previously,  and  distributed  to  the  cardinals,  who  were  to 
attend;  various  reasons  for  its  ado])tion  were  appendeil  thereto; 
and  when  the  question  was  put  to  the  congregation,  all  voted 
for  it,  with  the  exception  of  cardinal  Fontana,  the  ex-secretary 
of  the  ecclesiastical  tribunal.  He  proposed,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, that  before  the  decree  woulii  lie  passed,  cardinal  Litia 
should  refer  the  questRin  to  tho  Court  of  Ecclesiastical 
AfTairs,  fo  which  the  latter  yielded:  thus  was  lost  (for  that 
time)  the  question  of  domestic  noniiimtiun.* 
Only  two  days  had  ela|»ed  after  tho  sitting  of  tho  late  con- 

freas,  when  Father  Hayes  received  an  order  of  banishment 
roin  the  Uoman  States.  The  cause  of  this  extraordinary 
proceeding,  occasioned,  as  may  bo  supposed,  no  small  conflict 
of  opinion;  by  some  it  was  attributed  to  tho  oppresive  severity 
'  of  the  secretary,  cardinal  Qonsalvi,  influenced  by  British 
intrigue;  others  were  willing  to  throw  the  whole  blame  on 
the  imprudent  ilemeanour  of  the  delegate:  on  this  subject, 
however,  an  official  document,  addressed  soon  after  to  the 
Catholic  Hoard,  and  which  shall  be  presently  noticed,  must  be 
considered  the  surest  and  best  ex|>ositor.  At  length,  and  while 
suffering  umler  a  malignant  fever.  Father  Hayes  was  orrcstcil 
in  tho  convent  of  St.  Isidore,  which  was  taken  by  escalade  on 
the  28tli  of  .May,  Here  h^ontiiiued  unilcr  the  custody  of  a 
guard,  for  the  space  of  eigm  weeks,  and  on  the  I6th  of  July, 
was  carried  out  of  the  Uoman  States  by  an  under-officcr  of 
gendariiieric  or  brigadier.  Aftcra  journey  of  four  days,  they 
entered  the  frontiers  of  Tuscany,  wlieii  the  officer  delivered  to 
him  a  passport  of  banislimeiit,  and  on  the  2'tth  of  September, 

*  MS.  i«pen  anil  Ititera  of  B«v.  B.  lUya. 
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lio  arrived  in  Ills  nnlivc  cniinlry.  A  circumstniiliiil  report  of 
nil  these  proceeilinjrt  wns  |ireiiciite<l  by  tlio  delegate  to  the 
Catholic  liimrd,  on  tiie  Kitli  of  the  following;  Oecendier.  In 
a  f;cner»l  meetinj;  of  the  Ilonril,  lield  in  Diihlin  on  the  10th  of 
Jnly,  1817,  they  iiddrewed  a  renionstninco  to  hiH  holiness,  I'ins 
Vll.,  in  wliich  they  comiiliiin  that  no  answer  had  been  returned 
to  their  former  coininiiiiication ;  statin]^',  moreover,  that  the 
consiiHunation  of  their  <liHn|>p<>inlinunt  was  accom|ilished  by 
the  banisliincnt  of  tlieir  fuitlifnl  delcf;ato.     This  remonstranco 

f  was  replied  to  by  a  letter  hearinj^  the  sifrnatiire  of  the  sove- 
reign poniilT,  and  dateil  the  2Ist  of  February,  1818.     In  thi« 

.  docitnient,  two  reaxxn  are  assigned  for  pointing  out  tlie  inex'- 
|>ediency  of  returning  a  distinct  answer  to  the  original  rcmou- 
Btranee  from  the  laity :  first,  because,  a  sufficient  reply  had 
been  already  given  on  the  subject  to  the  e|iisco|ial  delegation; 
and,  secondly,  the  language  employed  in  tlic  remonstrance  of 
the  laity,  was  considered  disrespectful,  ami  unbecoming  their 
professions  of  devotion  to  the  Holy  See.  With  res|wct  to  tha 
uanisliment  of  the  delegate,  it  disclaims  every  idea  of  foreign  ' 
influence  in  the  transaction;  ailding  witli.il,  that  his  deport- 
ment was  unworthy  the  member  of  a  religious  institute,  his 
intempemte  writings,  and  incessant  aspersions  on  tlie  Itouian 
government,  and  at  length  bis  offensive  expressions  to  the 
sovereign  pontiff  himself,  had  been  such,  that  bis  conduct 
could  not  be  any  longer  overlooked,  without  an  abandonment 
of  personal  dignity.* 

Itoth  these  documents  having  been  produced  and  read  at  a 
numerous  meeting  of  Catholics,  hehl  at  D'Arcy's  tavern,  in 
Kssex-street,  on  the  1st  of  June,  immediately  following.  Father 
Hayes  came  forward  ami  ofiened  a  P'i|>er,  containing  a  written 
declaration,  which  ho  read  to  the  uieeting.t 

*  The  Kl>oTe  are  the  expranioiu  employed  in  the  origioaL — See  Orthwtox 
Jounul  or  .Inly,  1818. 

t  Thin  tluiilaration  il  u  fnllowi  :— 

**  Mr.  Chainnitn  ivntt  Ocntlomcn— Hofore  any  tliacuiwion  arise  upon  the 
dociimont  wtiicli  has  been  jmt  ru.vl,  1  Im*^  fur  a  mnnient  the  favour  of  your 
attention.  I  have  alwayx  UKidc  it  a  rule  tti  Hacriliee  uiy  private  feL']in}{H  anil 
advantage  V>  the  puMic  weal,  lleiiee,  aiitiiiK  at  lUme  iu  my  ullioial  cajooity, 
faithful  to  my  truHt,  no  htauitiHhmeut.  no  tvrror,  could  waqi  nie  from  what  I 
04tnceivu<l  to  l>e  my  duty.  Addru»tin>;  the  mild  and  veneralile  father  of  the 
faithful,  or  aun^rizetl  in  my  bcil  of  fticltneM  hy  an  armed  fore,;.  I  endt!,.|voretl, 
^iceonlinjr  t^,  the  lH>flt  of  my  judfpnunt,  to  exhibit  in  my  conduct  the  feeling 
V^l  prinuiptes  of  my  coUHtitucut^ 

"  But  my  di'le^atcnt  character  b.vi  lontj  aince  expire<l ;  I  have  now  no  public 
duty  to  jH'rform  ;  no  public  principle  ia  involvetl  in  my  conduct  ;  I  stand 
iKtfore  tlus  meeting  a  private  mdividual ;  tUerefore,  my  every  duty  of  pitbiie 
becnmea  iH-rmntat. 

"  If  the  documuut  now  read  ceuaurea  my  conduct  whilat  at  Rome,  I  atop 
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From  this  period  tlio  Inhoiirt  of  tliii  iinwoariod  nnd  highly- 
gifted  man,  woro  oxcliiflivoly  devoted  to  tlio  dittiea  of  his 
ministry.  An  instuncc  of  his  attncliinent  to  tho  religion  of 
his  forefathers  is  to  ho  found  in  tho  promptitude  and  firmness 
with  which  ho  spurnod  an  invituti<in  which  ho  soon  after  re- 
ceived, from  a  numerous  and  |H)werful  sehismiitical  congrega- 
tion, formed  ahnut  that  time  in  South  Carolina.  This  com- 
munication, which  \\m  dated  tho  17th  of  Fehruary,  I8l!>,  anil 
was  conveyed  titrough  the  agency  of  the  Itev.  Thomas 
Carherry,  a  prifst  reHiding  in  New  York,  was  an  avowed 
attack  on  the  great  Catholic  principle  of  unity,  and  contained 
some  furious  invectives  agaiuHt  tho  authority  of  the  Holy  See. 
It  recommended  Father  Hayes  to  proceed  to  Utrecht,  where 
a  schismatical  |>reIato  hud  hoen  already  engaged  to  invest  him 
with  episcopal  consecration;  ho  was  then  to  enter  on  thf* 
mission  of  Carolina,  to  conseorato  other  prelates,  cut  off  all 
connexion  whatever  with  the  hi'ad  of  the  Church,  and  thus 
introduce  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  tho  Utrecht  conven- 
ticle into  North  America,  Innnedlately  on  receipt  of  this 
documuut,  Father  Hayes  denounced  tho  whole  of  this  daring 
attempt  at. schism  to  tho  Most  Uev  Doctor  Trov;  ho  at  the 
same  time  drew  ui>  an  Italian  translation  of  tnc  document 
itself,  both  of  which,  together  with  his  own  prompt  and  noble 
denunciation  of  this  dangerous  conspiracy,  ho  instantly  trans- 

not  to  im|iiire  whellipr  it  lio  Authentic  or  not;  whether  iti  oharf;rei  be  vagtieor 
■)«cittc,  whctlu'r  |in>ve(l  or  uthcrwise  I  »to\t  not  to  iuvostiijatu  how  the  name 
of  liin  hoiiiiutM  catiin  t*>  im  Attnchutl  to  it ;  whuther  it  1>o  tho  result  of  luifal 
or  cnnotiical  iliwuwunn ;  or  whother  Uume  who  ili>|irivt;4l  Die  of  my  IiWrty, 
hftve  miccetihtl  iu  duprivina  me  of  my  charatit^r  in  this  eyv«  of  tho  Aoveretsn 
IMmtilT.  1  itoji  not  to  oak  wliy  thti  <l<M:nnu>iit  (li<l  not  prtM^mle  my  am9<t ;  why 
It  haH  \tcan  irMiiod  a  twelvt-uioiith  later  ;  iu  a  woni,  why  thu  imliutmcnt  iihouhi 
follow  the  puniilunont-^Moi^A/cr  me  if  tht  hotj/ fuihtr  kat  bten pttaatd  Ut  centurt 
My  cnnttmei. 

*'  By  faith  a  Catholic,  by  onlinaUnn  a  pritMt.  by  obotlicntio  a  child  of  the 
Holy  StH).  I  bow  with  unhoKitating  xtibmisHion,  iefl[KJct.  and  voneration,  to  the 
centra  of  Catholiuinm  ami  wHircHof  eceloHiatitioaliulfonlinatinn,  the  vicegerent 
of  JesuH  C'hriitt.  1  wiletunly  declan',  that  I  nhonld  uh<K>He  death  rather  than 
allow  any  private  or  iKrwuiai  fooling  or  consideration  to  betray  me  into  tlio 
itight^t  uiinU*Ht  with  or  disreH|>cut  t^iwanU  the  aiitbontyor  dignity  of  tho 
head  of  the  fatholio  Church.  |>oinj  Pius  VII,  My  tongue  shall  never  uttera 
nytlablo  of  coniptaiut,  nor  my  l>cn  trace  a  Imo  of  vindication  ;  for,  lestscamhil 
■hould  arixo,  in  tho  wortU  of  the  prophet,  1  exclaim,  '  Take  me  uji,  and  cant 
me  into  tlio  m'ji  ' 

**  From  thti  moment,  therefore,  I  publicly  annonncc  m}niclf  uncnnnectetl 
with  every  proceeding  to  which  this  document  may  give  riite ;  and  thia,  my 
r,d-  'daration,  I  mImH,  without  diday,  tratinmit  to  Itoniu  ;  pnMtratiiig  mvself  at  the 
feet  of  the  holy  father,  exprensiiig  ray  poignant  n^gntt  that  my  conduct  in  any 
ro«ti»eet  should  have  givdu  him  ottence ;  humbly  imploring  hiM  forgiveness  and 
assuring  him  of  my  uIkhUcuco  and  ruoiliness  to  comply  with  any  further 
fonn  of  Batii*fnetioii  which,  in  his  poturuol  wisdom  aud  goMluoss,  he  may 
Tuuchaafe  to  command/' 
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niitlod  to  tho  holy  fnllKT,  tliroiiffli  tlio  mviliuin  of  cnnliiinl 
Fiiiitaiin,  tlicn  nruu'ct  of  tlie  I'rorwijrniida.  To  thin  comniniii- 
citioii  KiiiIht  lliivcs,  on  thu  i6lh  uf  August,  181!),  rcccivoJ 
tho  following  reply. 

"  n<!V.  KiiIIkt, — I  have  (irt'sciilfd  to  lii.i  hnlincM  your  letter 
of  tho  Hill  April,  of  this  yoar  (iNlll),  by  whii-li  yoit  ili-nounce 
to  tliu  holy  fatliiT  ii  conspiracy  forincil  In  North  Anierioii, 
for  the  piirposi'of  having  liishopn  incli'|>cnili-iilly  of  tho  Holy 
8i'e,  unci  in  wliicli  you  uUo  Htiito  that  you  yoiir^i-lf  lin<l 
Locn  invitud  to  obtain  conxocrnlion  from  the  bishop  of 
I'trt'cht,  and  thciicu  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  for  the 


fiur|K>se  of  consccnitini;  other  bishopH  in  that  district.     His 
loliness   hat   been   liii/lili/  plemeit   with  your  eomliiet  in   this 
cnicrK<'ncy.     As  inucli  as  the  reprobate  attempt,  which  ap|H)ars 


in  the  letter  aildresserl  to  you  by  some  niisjjuided  Catholics  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  is  hij^hly  to  bo  deplored,  in  tho 
sanio  ile^jree  is  tho  proceeding  of  your  reverence  on  this  occa- 
sion to  be  coinmeniled;  in  briiijjinj;  immediately  to  the  know- 
ledge of  his  holiness  so  detestable  an  attempt,  whii:!i,  however, 
wo  hope  in  the  divine  mercy  will  disapiiear  without  leuvinj;  n 
trace  behind,  I  congratulate  you  on  iiaving  in  this  contin- 
gency inanifesti'd,  by  so  dutiful  an  act,  those  sentiments  of 
attachment  to  the  Catholic  religi(m — of  fidelity,  resiK>ct,  and 
submission,  which  you  had  previously  iJxpressed;  and  while  I 
l>ray  the  Lord  to  grant  you  every  "happiness,  I  at  tho  sums 
tiino  recommend  myself  to  your  prayers. 

"  F.  <!abd.  Funtaha,  Prefect. 

"  C.  M.  Pkdicini,  Secretary. 
"  Rome,  Propngandn,  Aug.  2t!tli,  181'J."* 

The  painfid  ordeal  to  which  this  nble  and  persevering  man 
had  been,  hitherto  subjected,  now  wrought  it*  natural  elll.'Ct  on 
a  constitution  otherwise  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  prevented 
him  from  iH-rfecling  several  literary  works  which  he  had 
already  in  a  state  of  considerable  progress  He  published,  in 
1823,  a  collection  of  sermons  on  both  moral  and  iloctriiial 
subjects;  they  were  greatly  ailmired,  but  to  deliver  them  with 
cllect,  and  do  them  justice,  the  rev.  author  himself  should  bo 
the  preacher.  'Jlio  state  of  his  health  becoming  still  more 
alarming,  he  was  reconmiendell  by  his  phyBicians  to  remove  to 
France;  he  accordingly  proceeded  to  Pari.-i,  in  which  city  he 
died  on  the  23th  of  January,  1824,  and  was  interred  in  tlie 

•  MS   piiwn  uf  Rev.  R.  lliiy>.«. 
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coriiolcrv  of  Pore  In  Clmisp.  A  upleniliil  monuiiipnt,  with  nn 
<>|>itii|ili  (Itwriptivt-  of  \m  virtcicH,  liis  It'iii'iiing  uiiU  liis  piitriut- 
i«iii.  wim  ionn  lifter  cri'ili'd  oviT  liis  reinniiin. 

Krciiii  the  pi'riud  of  tliu  Into  <lolfpnlioti;  tlio  spirit  of  rctoiftm 
bt'^nn  niiiiilly  to  civclinc:  lijtu  a  iniiliuiiant  (li>tvin|>cr,  tlio  pro- 
(rruxH  which  it  iiimle,  iinil  the  rmniu  which  it  crciite<l,  wns  fi'lt 
iiitciiHi'ly  hv  llio  iiiitioii;  liiit  it  iiirt  with  a  iiolilo  rcsixtunci-, 
mill  win  nt  Iriiplli  (ilill);('il>  to  vii'lil  ti>  the  powerful  iiioriil 
coniitiuilliiii  of  H  rdijiiiiiiH  ilctcrniiiifil  ix'oplf.  Varioui  cnimi's 
coinbiiipd  at  tliii<  time  to  );iVu  tlir  fiitiil  l>li>w  to  Yctoistn.  Tlie 
opposition  of  llio  cIcrL'v  of  overy  riiirls  liccniiic  ns  unaiiimoui 
a»  it  was  louil  ami  ilucisivci  they  wcrp,  in  ghort,  rcnoived  to 
rontiinip  for  vvor  in  cliuinii,  nooncr  tlmn  expose  to  imminent 
ri>k,  that  precious  deposit  whieli  Imd  lieen  long  tincc  coiite- 
rrated  hy  the  hlood  of  their  predecessors  RIoreover,  the 
nttitiidu  nliii'h  the  (?nthfili«  Hoard  now  presented  was  not  to 
1h"  loiiked  ii]i(iii  with  indilKrence.  Seven  millions  of  [leoplo 
iiisistiii);  on  their  natural  elaims  to  freeiUmi,  encompassed  with 
the  synipatliies  of  the  eivilired  world,  and  resting  on  constitu- 
tional gruiinils,  were  not  to  be  silenced  hy  such  a  romlitional 
qiialilied  restoration  of  their  rights:  they  were  well  convinced 
that  civil  liberty  ought  not  to  bo  obtained  at  the  ex|icnso  of 
religion;  they  were  equally  convinced  that  they  stood  fairly 
entitled  to  both,  and  accordingly  resolved  that  with  nothing 
less  would  they  be  satisfied.  Add  to  this  the  posture  in  which 
the  quesliun  of  a  veto  now  stood  nt  Home.  It  was  reinoveil 
to  I'ropaganda,— tho  proper  legitimate  tribunal  for  its  discus- 
sion; while  in  Ireland  il  was  completely  unmiiskeil  by  the 
roiiduct  of  its  original  parliamentary  supporters,  with  whom 
nil  unlimited  control  in  the  n)ipointmeiit  of  Catholic  prelates, 
taiitamoHiit  to  n  direct  ami  etlieient  one,  was  its  peculiar  and 
now  openly-avowed  deflnition,  Kinally,  the  luminous  con- 
vincing evidence,  proiluced  in  London  during  the  year  lt<l','), 
by  members  of  the  Irish  hierarchy,  including  the  late  Doctor 
I)(!yle,  appears  to  have  set  the  measure  at  rest  for  ever, — a  cir- 
ciimslance  which  naturally  leads  us  to  the  eventful  iiistory  of 
that  learned  and  illustrious  prelate. 

Doctor  ,lames  Uoyle  was  descended  from  an  ancient  and 
highly  respectable  f.imily,  residing  nt  ISrianstown,  in  tho 
County  of  We.Nl'ord:  lie  was  the  youngest  of  si.x  brothers, 
nihl  was  horn  in  the  year  17(jO,  at  Doiiard,  a  district  in  the 
]urisli  of  I'oulpeasty,  and  same  county.  In  obedience  to  that 
J  reilomiiiant  incliuMiinn,  which  in  early  youth  he  had  imbibed 
for  the  ecclesiastical  state,  he  repaired,  in  the  eighU'cnth  year 
of  his  age,  to  the  Aiigiistiuiuii  convent  of  (jiantstuwn,  in  the 
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cuuiity  of  Wcxforil,  wliero  he  ihndo  his  nnritiato,  unilor  llie 
Itev.  K.  llutler,  ninl  waa  udinitli'il  tn  his  aoleiiin  vows.  With 
u  viow  uf  roniph'tiii);  hi.i  atuilii's,  hv  nruccoilt'd  (luring;  thu 
spring;  of  180ti  to  Cuimbrii,  in  I'lirtojiul,  where  lie  entered  on 
Ilia  theoh>gical  course,  which  he  coiitiiiiivd  to  orosccutu  with 
brilliant  and  unoxanipluil  success.  Just  ut  tliia  period  thu 
poninsulu,  overrun  by  thu  influx  of  contending  urinies,  pru- 
sunted  iiu  awfully  desolnlinc  scene :  those  retreats  of  literature, 
in  which  the  youth  uf  Ireland  hud  for  so  many  a^es  met  a 
welcome  reception,  became  completely  ileserted,  iind  in  1809, 
Jumes  Doyle,  accnmpiinied  by  several  other  Irish  studenia, 
uu  obliged  to  return  to  his  native  hind.  Kven  at  this  early 
jieriod  his  talents  were  soon  niipreclated  :  ho  entered  the 
Au^'ustiiiian  seminary  at  Uoss,  then  conducted  by  thu  Kcv. 
I'liilip  Crane,  whuru  ho  taufrht  tlieolo^'y  until  1813,  in  which 
year  lie  removed  to  the  college  of  Curlow.  Hero  he  l>ecamo 
professor  of  liiiinuiiity  :  on  the  fullowinir  year  he  taught 
philosophy,  and  was  ultimately  advanceiT  to '  the  chair  of 
llieoliigy  and  of  sacreil  ijcripture.  The  duties  of  this  iit^ 
portiint  situation  ho  continued  to  discharge  with  singular 
upplausu  until  the  year  181!),  when  the  united  sees  of  Kilduro 
and  Leighlin  became  vacant  by  the  death  of  the  Uight  Ucv. 
Doctor  Cmconin.  Merits  such  us  this  highly-gifled  man 
{loasessed,  wuru  sure  pf  being  recognized  by  the  intelligent 
and  spirited  clergy  nf  this  ancient  diocese:  he  was  the  first 
of  thu  three  nominated  by  the  parish  priests, — a  proceeding 
which  met  with  the  immediate  concurrence  of  the  bialio|i8  of 
the  province.  Doctor  D(iylo  was  accordingly  consecrated  in 
the  parish  cliaiKd  of  (!arlow,  on  thu  1  Itli  of  November,  1811). 
The  |H.'riud  ut  which  this  illustrious  ecclesiastic  had  been 
elevated  to  the  episcopal  dignity,  may  well  be  numbered  as 
one  uniong  those  eventful  eixichs,  according  to  which  the 
transactions  of  thu  (Jhureh  of  Ireland  nii;,'lit  bu  historically 
classified.  A  nation  amwars  inightv  in  numbers,  wealth,  and 
intelligence,  yet  reviled,  rejected,  and  oppressed  ;  eiislavLHi  for 
centuries,  but  now  duterinined  to  be  so  no  longer.  Ages  of 
uninterrupted  persecution  rolled  on  und  liniAlieil  their  course, 
while  the  religion  of  the  country  and  its  priesthood  outlived 
the  storm,  and  became  more  compact  and  stronger  than  ever; 
violence  and  terror  having  failed,  schemes  of  state  policy 
were  substituted  in  their  place;  the  veto  was  still  demanded;  ' 
a  law-provision  for  the  Catholic  clergy  was  alike  pro|iosed ; 
the  crv  of  the  bigot  became  furious,  and  the  truths  of  the 
Catholic  Church  were  once  more  beset  with  misrepresentations 
of  every  grade,  ilud  with  the  vilest  calumnies,     A  visitation 
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("liarife,  dulivort'd  ill  iH2'2,  hv  Doctor  Mnfjt'o,  Protcatant 
iireliiii»lii>|i  iif  Diililiii,  HO  fur  f'roiii  attaining  tlie  object  coii- 
li'iiipliiti'd  liy  t|io  iiiurality  of  tliu  (ioHiiel,  aurvcd,  in  no  sinull 
ili'^'rci'i  to  intlaiiio  the  alremlv  irrilateil  feeling  of  the  nation. 
Tliu  inc(iiiai>tt'iicii'H  nilli  wiiicli  it  alioundoil,  were  notliing 
iiMii'u  tluui  llic  niitimil  result  of  liinowii  iiociiliamviitein ;  tliey 
iiiif^lit  liuvu  been  overlooked  uh  iiiiwortliv  of  public  attention, 
but  they  were  aecom|iuiiied  with  olleiisivo  inferences,  and  wcro 
niiido  the  f(rouiiil-work  of  n  iiuili^'imiit  and  un  unprovoked 
attack  on  the  ri'li^'ious  priiieiiiles  of  all  tlioau  who,  in  inattors 
prjieticiil  or  ii|ieculativv<,  hail  thought  pro|H!r  to  dilfer  from  liioi- 
Kelf.  The  I'resbyteri.iiin,  for  iimlaiu'e,  wcro  denlunatcd  as  a 
people  who  had  u  religion  without  u  church,  while,  on  thu 
other  hand,  the  CatholicH  were  repreaenled  aa  having  a  church, 
but  devoid  of  religion.  Tlii'i  discourau  of  urchbisliop  Magee, 
cenaured  as  it  hud  been  by  every  aensiblu  nelliiieaiiini;  man, 
oeeasioiied  iiiiinediately  after  aoiiie  beautiful  iiilereating  letlcni, 
under  thu  aigimturo  of  J.  K.  L.,  from  the  jien  of  Doctor 
Doyle. 

()ii  the  follow  ing  yi'ar,  his  "  Vindication  of  the  Religious  and 
Civil  I'riiiciplea  of  thu.Iriiih  Cathollca,"  made  its  appearance. 
'Since  the  ilaya  of  Tertullian,  .so  eloifuont  and  powerful  a  du- 
fenAiof  Christian  truths  has,  |ierliapa,  in  no  instance  proceeded 
from  the  human  iiitelkcl ;  it  may,  indeed,  bo  termed  an 
liiimoi'lal  pi'oiliielidii.  Its  aubalantial  nicrita,  however,  are  to 
Ik!  traced  to  tho.se  healini;  and  benelicial  cH'ects  which  it  pro- 
diiceil  on  the  public  iiiiiid,  not  only  at  the  time  of  its  np|K-iir- 
ance,  but  even  at  every  distinct  period  aincc  its  publication. 
While  the  lovcra  of  order  and  of  mutual  good-will  felt  de- 
lighted at  the  conciliatory  tone  in  which  ita  language  had 
been  conveyed,  the  intolerence  of  the  day  shrunk  beneath 
thu  mighty  irresislible  argiimeiita  which  |iervaded  ita  entire 
comiio.siiion.  Alludiiig  to  soitie  of  the  lulvantages  derived  by 
nmiikind  from  the  geniua  of  Catholicity,  and  to  its  com- 
imtibility  with  all  the  fundamental  principles  of  freedom,  the 
Vindication  observea: "  It  was  the  creed  of  a  Charleiiiague,  and 
'  of  a  St.  Louis,  of  an  Alfred  and  an  Edward,  of  the  luonarchs 
of  the  feudal  limes,  as  well  aa  of  the  emperora  of  Greece  and 
Home;  it  was  believed  at  Venice  and  at  Uenoa,  in  Lucca  and 
the  Helvetic  nalioiia  in  the  days  of  their  freedom  and  great- 
ness; all  the  barons  of  the  iniildlo  agca,  all  the  free  cities  of 
later  times,  profess  thu  religion  we  now  profess.  The  charter 
of  British  freedom,  and  the  comiiion  law  of  England,  have  their 
origin  in  Catholic  liiiios.  Who  framed  the  free  constitution 
of  the  Goths?     Who  preserved  scieuce  and  literature  during 
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tlio  lonj;  nifrlitof  the  iniilille  afjot?  Who  imported  literature 
from  Ci>iistiintiiii>|i1i',  mill oiu'iK'il  for  licr  nil  anliiiii  Ht  Uonie, 
Florence,  I'lulciii,  I'uiis,  anil  Oxford?  Who  |ioh»heil  KuroiM) 
JiY  art,  Riiil  rufiiieil  her  hy  K'ulHlutlon?  Who  djiicoveruil  tlio 
Wow  Woihl,  mill  oiieiieil  a  |ii»iiii).'e  to  another?  Who  were 
the  iiinnterit  of  urrhiteetiirp,  of  |KiiiitinK,  and  of  niimiei'  VVlio 
wore  the  |uiets,  the  liliitoriaiia,  the  jiirialii,  the  men  of  deep 
renearcli  and  profipund  lileruture?  Were  they  not  nliiioat 
t'XcliiBivuly  the  jiiofesaont  of  our  crciil?  Why,  then,  hna 
the  Iriah  nation  hei-n  rebnked,  iissuilid,  reviled?  Hut  all  tliia 
they  suiter,  liecuiiso  th  y  iiru  u  |iei>|ile  8irii^'Kli'>K  ^y  W'llii\ 
iiieans  toohtaiii  their  hirllirl^ht  ii;.':iiimt  a  facthiii  who  would 
live  by  wnm/;,  and  fatten  on  the  vilalit  of  the  country." 

'J'liiK  adiiiiruhle  production  wiis  soon  after  folliiwed  by  a 
neries  of  lettei'son  tiie  statu  of  li'elunil,  adapted  to  the  religious 
mill  political  cii'cniiistances  of  the  day,  and  presenting  a  raro 
combination  of  elociuence,  palriotiain,  and  phili>iio|iliv.  The 
nerve,  and  unlaboured  simplicity  of  the  diction,  to|;ether  with 
the  justness  of  the  remarks  with  wliicli  they  ahounileil,  rendered 
them,  pcrlui|'S,  the  most  popular  literary  collection  that  had 
ever  been  iiublished  ill  this  country.  The  paramount  national 
pood  which  resulted  from  them,  has  been  decidedly  ackiiow- 
K'lli'ed  by  men  of  all  parties,  and  entitles  their  highly-gifted 
aiilhor  to  the  thanks  and  gratitude  of  piwterity. 

The  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  I'lunket,  in  IHJl,  tiitli  its  veto- 
istical  and  other  provisional  securities,  had  iiaiwed  the  Com- 
mons, but  was  thrown  out  by  a  majority  of  thirty-nine  in  the 
House  of  Lords.*  Kver  since  that  time,  the  outcry  against 
Catholic  principles  and  Calbolie  security,  became  every  day 
more  clamorous;  the  venal  hireling  and  the  maligiiant'bigot 
vied  with  each  other  in  villilying,  and  in  holding  up  to  ncorn, 
the  conscientious  opinions  of  the  vast  inajnrity  of  their 
countrymen,  while  the  press  in  both  cnunlries  was,  with 
few  exceptions,  disgracefully  purchased,  nml  kept  actively 
employed  in  abusing  that  lilxTty  with  which  it  had  been  in- 
vented, and  which,  in  f.ict,  is  the  noblest  and  beat  |irivilegc  of 
which  it  can  boast.     'J'o  overturn  the  workings  of  this  cum- 

*  lllo  Rcnsatiitii  rroatct  1>y  tliii  trill   thmu^'h'^iit  In-lanil,  wiw  slmoat  un- 

trot-islcntc'il.  Oh  its  tsiMivfttiim  the  chrpy  niwi'iiitili'd  in  evcrj-  Hiofcse  of  the 
iiiKiloni,  and  inalifiilly  ilrmiunc^l  it.  Tlip  r<>lli'Vin^  ri-M)liitii>n  of  the  cU'r)^ 
of  the  (litK-i-M*  iif  L'hiyne,  may  he  taken  »«  a  Miiii|)le  of  thoiw  |)ai<u-<l  in  iither 
|tlncea;— "ller-nlveil.  That  we  enter  «ur  e.-irneMt  |>n>teHt  a^ninHt  thia  hill  of 
ti-huintin  renlrictioiiH,  anil  ft>lemiily  flerlnre,  that  it  ia  our  firm  eonviction  that 
no  Honian  Catholio  priest  can,  with  a  Bale  eutwience,  auUenlie  to  tlie  oath 
which  it  |iro|K)80K,  or  vanetiou  the  un|<recetleuted  iuuuvatioiiH  whi^h  it  iutn>- 
duc«B  into  tii«diauiptiiie  oi  our  C'buruli.'* 
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liinRtiui),  nnil  to  alTord  iiijiir(-<l  innocence  an  npporliinity  of 
enlcriiifr  into  n  vin<liciition  of  itM-lf,  it  \\m  ticeineil  ndviiuiblo 
to  KUinniun  some  <>f  the  licailn  of  iho  Irixli  Cntlioliu  clergy 
iH-fore  n  coininittcti  of  the  lorda  and  coniinona  in  London, 
Hnd  to  rcccivo  tlicir  (•vidcnco  on  qiiuations  connvcti'd  with  tho 
rcliKious  and  politicul  Klalo  of  Ircliind.  Doctor  Doyle  wni, 
on  tliiii  occiisiun,  |uirliculurly  selected,  to^'etlier  with  the  urcli- 
Ijiohopa  of  Diililin,  Ariiiii)tli,nnd 'ruum,an(l  Doctor  Ma^auriin, 
bishop  of  Anlngh  To  entiniiite  the  vaino  of  these  interesting 
exaniinalions,  it  wonl<l  l)o  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  |)cr- 
fectly  ncqnainted  uilh  the  nature  and  extent  of  those  almost 
increilible and, inilee<l,numl>erlesscnruninies  which  had,  we  may 
sav,  for  centuries  been  giitherinf;  round  tho  ancient  and  vener- 
able creed  of  this  country,  and  which  now,  when  the  sword 
and  the  uibbet  became  inconi|>alible  with  national  existence, 
liuil  ac<|uired  a  deforce  of  niulif^nily  unknown,  ])crhaps,  in  the 
bitlereat  ilays  of  general  nii(li!<f.'uiseil  iK'rseculion.  r'rom  the 
authorized  iiarliamentary  report  of  this  evidence,  the  genuine 
history  of  these  misrepresentations  is  to  Iw  nccurnlely  gathered. 
It  must,  indeed,  have  been  cari'ied  to  an  cxiravagant  excess, 
when  an  enlightened  committee  of  a  national  legislature  had 
found  it  aiivisablu  to  direct  its  interrogatories  not  only  to 
mailers  inci<lentally  connected  with  social  duties,  but  even  to 
abstract,  spt'culutive,  and  de^'otional  practices.  The  Catholic 
doctrine  relative  to  the  invocation  of  saints,  to  jmrgatory, 
indulgences,  and  other  points,  was  subjected  loan  explanatory 
process,  aiul  those  misstatements  which  had  been  a  lliniisand 
times  rebutted,  are  again,  on  this  official  occasion,  ilislinctly 
proi>os(>d  for  the  purpose,  it  is  |>resunicd,  of  having  them 
aulnoritntively  disclaimeil  and  set  at  rest  for  ever.  To  what 
nn  extent  had"  not  this  propensity  for  misrepresentation  been 
carried,  when  it  i.Vas  supposed  that  the  disclosure  of  some 
crimes,  such  as  murder  and  treason,  when  confessed  in  the 
sacred  triliiinal,  had  been  tolerated  at  Home ;  that  imlulgences 
extended  to  the  ri'inission  of  the  tem|ioral  consequences  with 
res|>ect  to  crimes  to  be  committed,  and  that  among  the  Catlinlic 
clergy,  a  notion  had  been  generally  ontertained  of  transferring 
I  bo  temporalities  of  the  kslablislied  ('Imrcli  to  their  own! 
Various  questions  arising  out  of  these  and  other  subjects,  had 
been  proposoil  to  Doctor  Doyle  during  tho  course  of  tlicso 
examinations,  ami  were  followed  by  a  reply  which,  in  tho 
judgment  even  of  the  most  prejudiced,  could  not  fail  to  have 
uH'orded  complete  satisfaction  Itut  llic  prominent  and  lead- 
ing topics  of  this  evidence  were  fhose  which  related  to  the 
Bupreine  authority  of  tlie  pope,  to  the  question  of  the  veto, 
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•nil  to  that  of  ilompiitic  nomiiintinn.  With  rtwpcct  to  the  Itrtit 
oF  tlipiw  siiltjecla.  Doctor  Dnylo  i>lj»vrv<Kl,  that  iho  iiiithority  of 
tho  p<>|H<  is  iiiuruly  ii|iirltiial,  ninl  thiit  It  is  liinitvd  by  decrees 
of  ciiiiiicils  ami  ulsu  liy  iiuiifc;  so  thut  nhvii  ho  liirt-cta  any 
ilecrco  rcs|icctiiig  local  iliKcipliiie  to  any  nation  Iwyond  tho 
limits  of  his  own  territory,  or  tliu  pnpal  states,  the  assent  of 
tho  bishops  of  snch  country  is  necossary,  in  onlcr  that  hii 
ilccree  should  have  rlloct.  In  reply  to  the  tfccond  question, 
tho  intrrfercnco  of  the  crown  in  tho  ap|>ointinent  of  Irish 
bishops,  and  which  hail  now  for  so  many  years  kept  tho 
country  in  constant  nffitation,  ho  would,  he  said,  object  to  any 
urrunfremcnt,  cv^n  sanctioned  by  the  po|>o,  which  would  go  to 
give  an  inllncnce,  direct  or  indirect,  to  tho  sovereign  in  tlio 
anjwintmont  of  lluumn  Catholic  bishops  in  Ireland.  Tlio 
ihinl  arid  last  subject,  that  of  domestic  nomination,  was  ono 
which,  in  his  opinion,  could  bo  easily  and  satisfactorily  adjusted 
by  a  concordat  with  the  sovereign  pontiff;  "  and  I  should  (ho 
adds)  bo  more  anxious  that  it  were  made,  because  it  woulil 
secure  to  ns  always  a  domestic  prelocy,  and  it  would  remove 
from  us  the  possibility  of  tho  pope  ever  interfering  more  than 
ho  now  does  in  tliu  appointments  to  our  Church."* 

There  was  another  iiucstion  which  was  included  among  tho 
securities,  ami  nhicli  had  given  riso  to  much  unpleasant  dis- 
cussion at  this  period ;  it  was  that  whieli  ha<l  a  reference  to 
pensions  to  be  deriveil  by  tho  clercy  from  the  crown.  On 
this  (tibjcct.  Doctor  Doylo  declared  tliut  ho  would  much  prefer 
deriving  his  supirortT  from  tho  contributions  of  the  )>oor  people 
fur  wliom  ho  laboureil ;  if,  however,  this  measure  should  l>o 
demanded  as  an  indis|)enssiblo  step  to  the  scllltment  of  the 
great  national  question  then  under  discui-sion,  and  if  any 
opposition  on  his  ]virt  should  be  considereil  an  olwtacle  to  its 
attainment,  ho  was  satisfied  to  give  his  assent  to  the  principle 
of  such  arrangement,  provided  Uicse  intended  |ionsions  should 
bo  fonnileil  on  law,  and  not  emanate  as  a  Keyiiim  Ihnum  from 
tho  treasury.  He  likewise  required  that  ilue  time  should  bo 
given  to  the  jirelates,  clergy,  ami  people  of  Ireland,  for  tho 

Imrposc  of  taking  tho  whole  project  into  their  consideration. 
n  no  sense  whatever  would  be  accent  of  it  as  a  mere  bounty 
from  the  crown.  "  If  (said  he)  the  prcl.>tes  approve  of  a 
provision  emanating  from  the  treasury,  if  tho  ministers  of 
Christ  were  to  be  luiid  by  the  minister  of  state  for  dispensing 
the  mysteries  of  C<od,  in  that  cose  I  nould  not  create  dissen- 
sions amongst  them ;  but  sooner  than  my  hand  should  be  toiled 
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by  it,  I  \v()ul4  Iny  down  my  office  nt  llio  foet  of  him  who  con- 
ferred it;  for  If  my  liand  were  tu  be  iituiiiod  with  government 
niotiuy,  it  ahniiid  never  )i;raap  a  croiier,  nur  alioulj  a  niitro  bo 
ever  nftt'rwiirds  fitlod  to  my  brow." 

'llio  report  of  these  im|>ortont  exaiiiinutioiia  lind,  ffom  the 
very  first  iliiy,  occiiHionod  uii  iinimuvl  degree  of  interest 
throughout  tlie  nation.  Tlic  inlolemnts  as  well  as  tlie  Catho- 
lics awaiteil  with  solicituile  the  result  of  tliia  public  inquirv; 
their  motives,  however,  were  widely  dillerent^  It  was  ctjn- 
sidered  by  tlie  Catholics  as  the  best  and,  |ierhaps,  the  oaiy 
efliietnal  medium  for  removing  for  f yer  those  numttmess 
cnlumnies  which  hud  been  for  so  Tong  a  time  thrown  out 
aguin.it  their  religious  and  imlitical  principles;  by  the  opposite 
imrty  it  was  selecto<l  as  a  ht  np|inrlunity  fur  discomfitting  the* 
advocntiHi  of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  by  their  overthrow 
letting  up  n  reiiewc<l  outcry  against  the  claims  and  long- 
withheld  rights  of  the  wh<du  nation.  From  the  nianceuvres 
of  soino  individu.ils,  it  was  cviilently  intended  as  a  scene  of 
acrimony  and  insult,  while  Doctor  Doyle  wns  the  capital 
object  against  whom  the  united  force  off/the  faction  was  to  be 
chiefly  Tovolleil.  Never,  p<>rliaps,  bus  tliere  been  witnessed 
a  mure  complete  and  mortifying  disappointment;  sehlom, 
indeed,  so  decisive,  so  successful  a  victory.  His  intimate  and 
perfect  aciiuaintance  with  the  principles  and  details  of  each 
subject,  the  (lerspicuity  an<l  irresistible  self-evidence  which 
throughout  had  accompanied  his  illustrations,  his  own  innate 
conviction,  his  very  tone  and  monner,-^all  bes|iol(0  the  vast 
decided  su[  eriority  of  this  singularly  gifted  prelate,  and  made 
him  ap]>ear  in  the  midst  of  his  interrouHtors  as  an  instructor 
who,  from  motives  of  pity  and  humanity,  had  come  amongst 
them  to  ilcliver  a  pulilic  lecture  on  the  grand  sablimo  elements 
of  religion,  philosophy,  and  sound  rational  government  The 
vantage  ground  on  w  hich  he  stood  was  adniitted  by  all ;  even 
many  of  the  adverse  juirty  had  been  forced  to  look  on  with 
silent  amazement,  and  retired  from  tl  e  scene  under  manifest 
impressions  of  ili^npimintnient  and  confusion. 

If  thu  claims  of  the  Catholics  had  not  been  on  this  occa- 
sion conceded,  if  the  evidence  of  Doctor  Doyle,  irrosistiblo 
and  conclusive  as  it  was,  liad  not  been  immediately  followed 
by  that  desirable  event,  it  must  at  all  events  be  allowed  to 
have  been  a  |>owerful  auxiliary ;  it  removed  mikreprescntation, 
disarmed  prejudice,  disabused  the  public  mind,  and  placed 
both  the  religious  and  social  principles  of  the  Catholics  in  a 
clear,  fair,  and  natural  light  ueforti  tlie  eyes  of  the  nation. 
With  the  testimony  of  Doctor  Doyle  that  of'^thc  other  prelates, 
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Ilia  Moit  Rev.  Doctor*  Miirrny,  Curtis,  and  Kelly,  and  the 
Ulclit  Iter.  Doctor  Magniiran,  were  fqimlly  clianictori«tic,  to 
wliicli,  with  great  )>ro|irloty,  should  Iw  aubjoiiioil  the  cuinpre- 
lieniivu  iind  luininoiii  rvidi'iicc  of  llio  Key.  N.  Slovins,  an  able 
unci  learned  iirieatof  the  dioceivof  Ardagh. 

To  the  puLliciitioii  of  varimis  letters,  triicti  and  easava  on 
education,  puhlic  niorulily,  poor  laws  ami  the  Catholic  claims, 
tlio  fruits  of  Doctor  Doyle'*  literary  labours  after  this  period, 
the  Irish  nation  and  the  empire  at  lar^e  muat  be  for  ever  in- 
debted. He  lived  to  see  the  long-desired  measure  of  emanci- 
pation triuinphuntly  carried  throuah  both  houses  of  jiarlia- 
nient,  and  in  ii  few  years  after,  this  great  and  good  prelate 
elosed  his  short  but  brilliant  career.  The  admiration  in  which 
he  was  held  during  life  wiis  equulled  only  14^  the  sorrow  felt 
and  expressed  by  the  nation  on  the  announcement  of  his 
death.  Doctor  Doyle  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1834,  and  in 
the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

The  cause  of  religions  toleration  was,  for  the  Inst  twenty 
years,  niakiiig  rapid  advances;  its  progress,  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Catholic  Association,  liccnine  irresistible.  That  power- 
ful body,  soon  after  it*  fouiuhitinn  in  1823,  began  to  assume 
a  lofty  and  a  coinmnnding  ]K«ition,  representing,  as  it  did, 
the  feelings  nnd  wishes  of  seven  millions  of  |ieo|j|o,  its  heart- 
touching  appeals  reached  the  most  distant  quarters  of  Europe; 
they  were  carried  across  the  wide  Atlantic,  and  were  re- 
sponded to  from  the  free  shores  of  the  American  continent. 
National  cnthuaiasin  contributed  with  wealth  and  influence  to 
give  importance  to  its  proceedings;  the  talent  and  elo<|ueiicc of 
the  country  weru  arrayed  in  its  cause,  ami  the  basis  on  which 
that  cause  resteil,  was  nothing  else  than  the  sacred  and  immu- 
table princinles  of  oternni  justice.  While  a  variety  of  cir- 
cumstances liud  thus  tended  to  render  the  Catholic  Associa- 
tion of  Ireland  an  object  of  admiration  to  every  lover  of 
ireedoin,  its  vitality,  its  moral  power,  and  its  triumphant  issue, 
were  all  centred  in  that  extrnordinarv  man  and  greatest  of 
nutriot*,  Daniel  O'Connell.  From  him  it  originated,  under 
him  it  grew  up  a  forinidablo  but  constitutionally  organized 
bmly ;  it  wos  secured  by  his  vigilance,  it  was  animated  by  the 
brilliancy  of  liis  eloquence,  and  it  imbibed  that  genius  and 
spirit  of  universal  freedom,  which  forii)ed  so  distinguished  an 
ingredient  in  the  character  of  that  celebrated  leader.  The 
sunerings  of  a  bravo  and  a  patient  people  have  now  awakened 
the  symiuitbics  of  every  thinking  man ;  the  honest,  iiide]>en- 
dent  portion  of  the  Protestant  community  is  aroused ;  the 
liberal  press  volunteers  its  powerful  aid;   the  nobility  and 
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gentry  of  the  nation  asiemble  in  Dublin,  and  the  nioment 
ordained  by  an  all-wise  and  an  inscrutable  Providence  baring 
at  length  arrived,  the  Catholics  of  the  British  empire  are 
emancipated.  ,,».,,:,..,■ -j^t 


CHAPTER  ir. 

BuccoMon  of  St.  Patrick— E|>tflcnpAl  Sooi— Religious   Poundatioiu  of   tha 
S'ltietcvuth  Coutitry. 

Patrick  Cortis,  the  immediate  successor  of  the  primate, 
liichurd  O'Kcilly,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Stamullen,  and 
county  of  Muatli,  about  the  year  1747.  The  avocations  of  a 
mercantile  life,  in  which  at  an  early  age  ho  liad  for  a  sliort 
period  been  engaged,  were  but  ill-suited  to  that  love  for 
retirement,  and  other  rare  qualities,  wliicli  so  peculiarly  marked 
his  disjKwition;  his  inclination  for  the  ecclesiastical  state  rose 
sui>erior  to  every  worldly  consideration,  and  at  length  induced 
hiui  to  withdraw  from  his  native  country,  where  even  still  the 
advantage  of  a  collegiate  course  of  studies  was  most  unwisely 
precluded.  He  repired  to  Salamanca,  a  city  memorable  for 
Its  attention  to  Irish  students;  here  he  completed  his  eccle- 
sJHstical  course,  and  acquired  such  reputation  that  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Irish  college,  founded  liere  in  1582,  was  com- 
mitted to  his  management.  If  the  virtues  and  learning  of 
those  eminent  men  who  had  at  this  time  been  the  alumni  of 
the  Irish  college  in  Salamanca,  their  veneration  for  Doctor 
'  Curtis,  and  the  number  of  years  during  which  he  presided' 
over  the  eatablisliment,  be  allowed  as  critcriuns,  we  may  be 
entitled  to  state  that  his  administration  had  beelt  a  singular 
blessing,  no  less  creditable  to  himself  than  to  those  from 
whom  he  had  received  his  ap|X)intmcnt.  Doctor  Curtis  had 
now  sjient  thirty  years  in  the  college  of  Salamanca,  when  the 
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memorable  campaign.  Doctor  Curtis,  by  his  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  the  language  of  the  nation,  its  localities,  and  the 
manners  of  its  inhabitants,  rendered  an  inestimable  service  to 
the  duke  of  Wellington  in  his  difficult  operations;  he  fur- 
nished suggestions  founded  on  his  own  experience,  and  had 
many  of  the  students  employed  as  interpreters,  and'distributed 
among  the  officers   commanding  in   the   various  garrisons. 
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These  acta,  wliich  n  rcsnoct  for  his  own  countrymen,  and  a 
concern  for  tho  Spanisli  nation  had  prompted,  rained  him 
exceedingly  in  the  estimation  of  tlio  commander-in  cliief ; 
they  were  attended  with  pcrsoniil  acknowledgments,  and  the 
honour  of  a  subsequent  correspondence. 

Having  devoted  thirty  years  to  the  superintendence  of  the 
Irish  polTego  in  Salamanca,  Doctor  Curti'i  returno<l  to  his 
native  country,  where,  as  a  token  of  the  admiration  in  which 
Iiis  virtues  were  held,  ho  was  advanced  to  the  metropolitan 
■ee  of  Armagh,  on  the  death  of  the  primate,  Kichard  O'Keilly, 
and  was  consecrated  on  the  28th  of  October,  1819.  By  the 
raodcnito  and  steady  tenour  of  his  c<mduct,  he  became  a 
favourite  with  all  parties:  the  cor|)oration  of  Drogheda,  laying 
aside  their  inherent  bigotry,  presented  him  his  freedom,  with 
a  gold  box;  but  this  distinction,  however  flattering,  could 
never  incline  him  to  denirt  from  the  honest  line  of  rectitude, 
and  whenever  he  found  that  corporate  body  in  error,  as  was 
generally  the  case  on  every  national  measure,  he  always  voted 
against  them.  When  the  heads  of  the  Iriiih  Catholic  hierarchy 
were  summoned  before  a  parliamentary  committee,  in  1825, 
the  evidence  of  this  prelate  could  scarcely  fail  of  making  a 
lasting  impression ;  tho  candour,  wisdom,  and  consistency  of 
)iis  observations,  enhanced  by  his  mild  and  venerable  ap|>ear- 
ance,  commande<l  the  most  respectful  attention  from  men  of 
every  croed,  and  of  every  political  party.  His  paternal  regard 
for  the  religious  orders  was  manifested  on  various  occasions ; 
at  his  death,  ho  bequeathed  small  legacies  to  each  of  tho  regular 
communities  established  in  the  town  of  Orogheda.  The 
primate  Patrick  Curtis  presided  over  the  metropolitan  see 
until  June,  1832,  in  which  year  he  died,  uni\t!rsally  beloved, 
and  no  less  deeply  regretted. 

His  successor,  the  Most  Itev.  Doctor  Kelly,  was  a  native  of 
the  archdiocese  of  Armagh,  an  alumnus  of  the  college  of 
Maynooth,  and  ultimately  bishop  of  Dromore,  from  whicli  see 
he  was  translated  to  Armagh,  as  coadjutor  to  the  primate, 
Patrick  Curtis.  The  incumbency  of  this  truly  amiable  prelate 
continued  but  a  few  years;  he  died  in  DrogheJa,  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1835,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present  primate, 
the  Most  kev.^N^illiam  Crolly.  This  learned  and  venerable 
prelate  was  born  in  the  county  of  Down,  and  having  com- 
plateil  his  studies  at  Maynooth,  his  merits  entitled  him  to  be 
railpd  to  the  distinguished  situation  of  lecturer  in  philosophy. 
Oiythe  decease  of  Doctor  Ferris,  in  1809,  Doctor  Crolly  pro- 
fe8se<l  moral  theology,  and  ultimately  succeeded  Doctor  Ang- 
lade  in  the  chair  of  logic  and  metaphysics;  the  duties  of  which 
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V  oflicolio  continued  tndisclmrf^cwith  brilliant  success  forsevcnil 
N[cBra,  Ilia  jirofuund  learning,  and  other  endearing  qualities, 
Imd  already  fitted  liini  for  a  still  more  exalted  station  in  the 
church  of  his  native  country;  accordingly  on  the  Ist  of  May, 
18:15,  he  was  consecrated  bishop  of  Down  and  Connor  by  the 
nriniato,  Doctor  Curtis,  and  fixed  his  residence  in  iWlfast. 
riic  services  wliicli  Doctor  Crollv  has  rendered  to  religion 
and  to  society  in  thnt  influential  tuivji,  are  too  well  known  and 
appreciated  to  require  any  passiiio  eulnpfv :  his  prudent  zeal 
learned  instructions,  tempered  with  Christian  moderation, 
have  entwined  round  his  name  and  his  memory  a  wreath 
which  shall  ever  flourish  fair  and  vigorous  in  the  recollections 
of  lliat  intelligent  and  grateful  poonle.  On  the  8th  of  May, 
1835,  Doctor  Crolly*wa8  trnnslateu  to  the  archicpiscopal  see 
of  Armagh,  and  on  the  following  year  was  invested  with  the 
pallium. 

Thus  have  wo  succeeded  in  bringing  down  an  uninterrupted 
and  a  triumphant  scries  of  prelates  in  tho  primatial  chair  of 
Armagh,  from  the  introduction  of  Oliristianity  into  Ireland 
by  St,  I'utrick  to  tho  present  day,  including  a  period  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  years.  During  tliat  time  states  and 
empires  have  risen  and  fallen,  tho  reigning  powers  of  many 
nations  have  disup|>carcd,  the  ancient  line  of  monarcha  were 
seen  broken,  and  their  thrones  crumbling  beneath  the  shock 
of  political  revolution;  meanwhile,  tho  primatial  succession  in 
this  ancient  see,  and  the  whole  venerable  hierarchy  of  Ireland, 
like  tho  rock  on  which  they  rested,  have  braved  the  fury  of 
the  darkened  storm ;  and  no  state  intrigue,  no  ordeal  of  per- 
secution, no  laws  of  blood  or  power  on  earth  was  able  to  crush 
the  building  which  tho  great  apostle  of  the  nation  had  foundedj 
and  which  was' so  triuiuphantly  siijqiorteil  by  the  strong  arm 
of  the'Most  Hi^h. 

The  leading  iiiteresling-qiiestinlis  which,  during  the  nine- 
teenth century,  had  'engaged  the  consideratioii  of  tho  Irish 
hierarchy,  were  those  of  the  veto  and  of  domestic  noDiina- 
tion.  The  former  of  these  may  be  said  to  have  been  buried 
in  its  political  grave  on  that  memorable  occasion  when  the 
evidence  of  the  Irish  prelates  was  submitted  before  the  Par- 
liamentary Committee  of  1825;  the  settlement  of  domestic 
nomination  is  to  be  numbered  among  the  occurrences  of  that 
eventful  year,  1829.  When  his  holiness  I'ius  VII.  returned 
from  his  captivity  in  1814,  five  of  the  ancient  sees  of  Ireland 
were  vacant — namely,  'I'liain,  KIphin,  Killala,  Ossory,  and 
Ardagli ;  at  the  same  time  several  of  our  prelates  advanced  in 
years,  and  worn  down  witli  the  cares  of  a  heavy  ministry,  were 
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h:uton!nf(  font  to  that  kiii(;ilum  wliore  lulmur  aiiil  sorrow  arc 
nuver  known,  Uuctoy  Troy,  tlio  venerable  nrclibislu>p  of 
Dublin,  had  nlreaily,  in  1801),  proviileil  for  liis  see  by  tlie 
consecration  of  the  Most  Kev.  Daniel  Murray  as  archbishop 
of  Hienipolis  anil  coadjutor  of  Dublin.  This  latter  prelate, 
the  memory  of  whoso  virtues  aliall  flourish  for  ever  In  the 
future  records  of  his  native  country,  was  born  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1768,  at  Sheepwalk,  in  the  parish  of  Redcross,  and 
county  of  Wicklow.  lie  received  his  eilucation  in  the  Irish 
college  At  Salamnnca,  and  at  the  period  of  his  promotion  to  the 
archiopiscopal  chair,  was  attached  to  the  parish  of  St,  Mary,  in 
the  city  of  Dublin.  Un  tho  death  of  Doctor  Troy,  in  1823, 
liu  succeeded  to  the  government  of  the  arcliiliocese.  His 
steady  and  zealous  exertions  during  the  discussion  of  the  veto, 
need  not,  it  is  presumed,  be  recapitulated  in  this  place;*  while 
it  must  be  observed,  that  his  powerful  ami  convincing  evidence, 
in  18'25,  contributed  to  reflect  new  lustre  on  the  principles  of  Ca- 
tholicity, and  to  heal  those  wounds  of  his  country  which  bigotry 
and  misrepresentation  woiihl  be  still  anxious  to  perpetuate. 

The  question  of  domestic  nomination,  which  had  formed  so 
fruitful  a  subject  for  discussion,  both  in  Irelandand  in  Rome,  wag 
universally  admitted  in  principle;  the  only  difficulty  that  arose 
was  that  which  regarded  the  mode.  At  length,  in  1829,  a 
decree  emanated  from  tho  Pro|)aganda,  and  this  point  of  dis- 
cipline, so  interesting  to  the  Church  of  Ireland,  was  Bnally 
established.  According  to  this  decree,  whenever  a  see  becomes 
vacant,  a  vicar  is  to  be  appointed,  agreeably  to  the  form  pre- 
scribed by  the  canons.  In  the  meantime,  tho  metropolitan, 
having  been  made  acquainted  with  the  vacancy,  is  by  letters 
mandatory  to  enjoin  the  vicar,  that,  on  the  twentieth  day  from 
the  date  tliereof,  he  is  to  assemble  all  the  parish  priests  of  the 
diocese,  who  are  free'  from  censures,  and  in  actual  possession 
of  their  jiarishes,  together  with  tho'canons  of  said  diocese, 
should  a  chapter  therein  exist,  that  they  may  recommend  to 
the  supreme  ponlilT  three  candidates,  each  of  whom  would 
be  worthy  to  bo  advanced  to  tho  vacant  see.  The  vicar, 
having  been  furnished  with  the  letter  of  tlie  metro|x)litaii,  is 
within  eight  days  after  the  receipt  thereof,  to  notify  the  same 
to  the  parish  priests  and  canons ;  stating,  moreover,  the  day 
and  place  of  meeting.  At  this  meeting,  the  metropolitan  is  to 
preside,  or  one  of  his  suffragan  prelates, , delegated  by  him;  he 
18  to  be  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  those  who  are 
entitled  to  vote,  opd  these  names  are  to  bo  publicly  called  by 
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the  secretary.  Should  one  or  more  of  the  parish  priests  be 
absent,  tlio  vicar  must  certify  that  regular  notice  hail  been 
given  to  suiil  persons;  moreover,  the  proceedings  of  the  meet- 
ing are  valiii,  provided  one-fourth  of  the  parish  priests  and 
of  tlie  canons  should  be  present.  Such  as  are  absent,  from 
infirmity,  or  other  proper  cause,  are  entitled  to  transmit  their 
suffrage  in  writing  (to  the  president),  by  any  tmrish  priest  or 
canon  of  the  diocese  j  provided  it  be  accom|)iinied  by  the  cer- 
tificate of  two  medical  men,  and  that  the  said  pariah  priest,  in 
recording  his  suflrugv,  liad  declared  in  the  presence  of  two 
parish  priests  or  canons,  that  in  this  act  he  was  altogether 
uninfluenced  by  either  favour  or  affection.  The  names  of  the 
three  persons  who  liavo  the  greater  number  of  votes  are  then 
to  be  announced  by  the  presiilcnt,  after  which  two  copies  of 
the  proceedings  arc  to  bo  drawn  up,  one  of  them  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  Rome  'by  the  vicar,  the  other  to  bo  referred  by  \ho 
metropolitan  to  his  suffiagans.  The  bishops  of  the  province 
liaving  assembled,  are  in  a  solemn  manner  to  place  on  record 
their  judgment  and  opinion  as  to  the  merits  of  tiie  three  priests 
aforesaid,  which  document  is  to  be  confirmed  by  their  signa- 
tures, and  transmitted  by  the  president  (their  metro|)olitan,  or 
ill  his  absence,  the  senior  prelate),  to  the  .^Kistolic  See. 
Should  the  bislrops  consider  tlie  saiit  three  priests  as  unquali- 
fied, the  pope,  by  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  is  to,  provide  fur 
the  see.  The  same  order  is  to  be  observed  in  the  recommen- 
dation of  coa<ljutors.  The  individuals  recommended  must  be 
natives  of  Ireland,  gifted,  moreover,  with  those  qualifications 
which  the  exulted  dignity  of  the  episcopal  state  so  iipperatively 
requires.  Finally,  tliese  proceedings  are  not  to  be  termed  an 
election,  postulation,  or  nomination,  but  simply  a  recommenda- 
tion; while  it  must  bo  understood  that  the  Holy  See  is  by  no 
means  bound  to  elect  any  one  of  the  three  thus  recommended. 
According  as  those  barriers  which  had  for  so  long  a  perioil 
separated  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  from  their  natural  rights 
began  to  bo  removed,  the  evidence  which  this  people  afforded 
of  their  attnehment  and  zeal  for  the  ancient  religion  of  the 
country,  can  scarcely  find  a  parallel  in  the  annals  of  any  other 
nation.  In  nn  instance,  perhaps,  is  this  characteristic  zeal 
more  nobly  displayed  than  in  the  foundation  of  litci-arv 
asylujns,  and  in  the  erection  of  temples  for  the  Worship  of  the 
Most  High.  Notwithstanding  the  rapid  decline  of  trade,  the 
want  of  a  protecting  legislature,  the  necessity  of  a  resident 
nobility,  and  the  general  distress  which  is  known  to  (lervailo 
the  great  mass  of  the  jmpulation  of  Ireland,  the  Catholics  have, 
out  of  their  owu  limited  scanty  resources,   reared   up  and 
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decorated  cathedrals  and  cliurclies  of  siicli  oxqnisite  workmnn- 
sliip  mid  splendour,  as  iDiglit  do  honour  to  any  nation,  even  in 
t'lc  hrightest  era  of  ecclcsiaatical  architecture.  Among  the 
cuthcdrals  may  be  noticed  that  founded  hy  the  Most  Kev.  Ur. 
Troy,  in  the  metropolis,  in  1815,  and  dedicated  to  the  lilessed 
Virgin  Mary;  the  cathedral  of  Carlow  erected  during  the  in- 
cunibencv  of  Doctor  Doyle;  and  the  magnificent  cathedral  of 
Tuain.  Ileiiidcs  these  cathedrals,  the  number  of  spacious  and 
beautiful  churches  which,  during  the  first  twenty-nine  years 
of  this  century,  have  been  erected  in  almost  every  dioccso 
throughout  Ireland,  would,  if  mrticularly  noticed,  extend  this 
analysis  beyond  its  intended  limits.  In  the  metropolis  alone 
they  present  themscUcs  in  almost  every  direction ;  each  com- 
pleted in  a  style  of  costly  magnificence,  ami  all  of  them  exe- 
cuted with  such  wonderful  despatch,  as  strikes  the  mind  not 
onlyii^f  the  stranger,  but  even  of  the  very  inhabitants  with 
astonishment.  Such  indeed  arc  the  impressions  which  this 
wonderful  progress  of  Ciltholiclty  is  calculated  to  create; 
when,  however,  the  zeal  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  and  the' love 
which  they  cherish  for  their  religion,  are  considered,  this 
circumstance,  surprising  as  it  may  appear,  is  at  once  satisfac- 
torily explained. 

Xlie  members  of  the  religious  communities  in  Ireland  con- 
tinue, in  tlie  nineteenth  century,  to  aflfurd  their  useful  inissionury 
co-operation,  but  the  number  of  convents  which  they  occupy  is 
comparatively  limited.* 

Those  foundations,  in  which  their  preJecos.sors  flourished, 
have  long  since  become  a  mass  of  ruins;  they  serve,  however, 
to  remind  us  of  the  zeal,8un'eriiigs,  and  heroism  of  these  great 

•  The  DoMlHlcAss  are  at  in-ewnt  Ii>c«tcd  in  Dublin,  Kilkennv,  Athy,  Now- 
bridge,  Cork,  Limerick,  Dnighetlo,  DiintUlk,  nalway,  Eskcr,  I'ortumna,  ami 
Sli^o.  The  Kkancihl'ANS  have  conventein  Dublin.  Wexfonl,  Atliloup,  Mnlti- 
fumam,  (Jork,  Limchuk.  Wat«rfot\l,  Cloomel,  Carrick-on-Suir,  ThurkM,  Cur- 
ragheen,  Knnis  hrughetla,  Oalway.  Ciare-dalway.  and  .Melick.  Tliu  convents 
i>f  the  Al'OfSTl.siA>i.sBreth*wc  olunblin.  K'Wa,  Bannow,  C'allun.  Atlilonc,  CVirk, 
Limerick,  Duiii^rvan,  Fetharti  TipiK-rary,  Dnt^betlit,  (ialway,  an<l  llallybaiioeii. 
The  Cau-bu  Cauiklites  are  lituatetl  in  Dubhn,  KiltUre,  Kuitcto|ther.  Miuite. 
Kinsale,  Tuher);,vi,  ctninty  of  ItoMommoD,  and  Itabninnale,  i^likt,>«  of  Mayt^ 
The  I>lsCAU'SI»  t'ARMKLn-RS  have  convcnta  in  OiihUn  an<r  Loiighrca ;  and 
euvexal  nunncriea,  among  which  are  thoio  of  New  K<hia,  fouinletl  in  1818, 
liOughrea  and  Koboboth,  near  Dublin.  This  onlcr  at  one  iieriml  bad  convents 
in  Uublin,  Meath,  Kinsale.  l.onglirca,  Galway,  and  three  otlier places.  Owing, 
however,  U^  the  ravages  of  |>eniecntion.  most  of  these  are  now  nnmt>on^ 
among  the  rtiins  of  the  country.  The  Cafucuiss  have  conventa  in  Dublin, 
Kilkenny  ami  Cork  ;  there  were  fourteen  couventH  b'4unging  to  this  order  in 
Ireh-ind,  among  which  thn.se  of  Ihiblin,  Kilkenny,  Cork,  Limerick,  and 
Drofihetla  were  the  moat  considerable.  To  these  must  Iw  aildeil  the  invaluable 
cataT'lishmenta  of  the  Jesuits  in  Dublin,  Ctongowes  Wood,  situated  in  the 
county  of  Kildare,  and  TuUubeg,  in  the  King's  County. 
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men,  mil  of  the  religious  spirit  nf  other  and  better  days. 
Some  few  of  tlicso  ancient  convents  have  been  repaired  an<l 
bcautiKed;  the  lilack  Abbey  in  Kilkenny  was  fitted  out  in 
a  style  of  superior  elef^ance,  and  opened  for  the  celebration  of 
the  sacred  mysteries  in  1817;  those  of  Clonmel  and  Fetlutrd 
immediately  after;  and  tho  retired  beautiful  abbey  of  Multi- 
fernam,  about  tho  year  1830.  The  Calced  Carmelites  in 
Dublin  have  erected  n  maf;nincent  church  aud  convent  on  the 
very  site  where  their  ancient  foundation  stood  (Whitefriar- 
streut);  while  the  Uiscalced  Carmelites  in  I./OUKhrea  have  com- 
pleted their  church  on  the  pruund  which  their  predecessors 
enjoyed,  and  adjacent  to  the  ivy-c'ad,  but  well-preserved,  ruins 
of  their  original  establishment.  To  this  foundation  the  Clan- 
rickard  family  have,  both  in  ancient  times  and  to  the  present 
day,  proved  themselves  munificent  patrons. 

The  advantages  which,  durinf^  this  century,  Ireland  has 
derived  from  tho  several  communities  of  religious  females  are 
truly  incalculable.  Among  these,  the  nuns  of  tho  Presentation 
Order  and  the  Sisters  of  Charity  and  of  Mercy  may  be  parti- 
cularly noticed.  The  Presentation  Order  owes  its  foundation 
to  Miss  Nagic,  a  devout  lady  residing  in  Cork  about  the  vear 
1780;  while  its  constitutions  were  arranged  by  the  Very  kev. 
Laurence  Callanan,  a  saintly  and  learned  Franciscan  of  that 
city,*  and  were  patronized  by  that  zealous  and  venerable  pro- 
late, the  Right  Ivev.  Doctor  Sloylan.  Besides  the  usual  vows, 
these  religious  bind  themselves  to  the  laborious  and  most  use- 
ful duty  of  conveying  the  blessings  of  a  moral  education  to  the 

•  LAl'RKtfrK  Oamjisah  wm  bom  in  the  city  of  Cork  atmut  tbe  year  1739. 
HATing  enilffmcnl  the  Fninciiiuiii  iiutituto,  anil  oompleteil  hia  atiulies  in  the 
Iriali  ctmvt'nt  of  Ht.  Anthony  at  liouvain,  he  irtnrnetl  to  hiM  native  city  and 
entereti  on  liis  iniuionary  iluvies,  in  tlie  convent  of  hia  order,  Broa*l-Une. 
IWing  deeply  venetl  in  eecloiiiantical  litcratnnj,  he  wat  for  many  yearn  master 
of  conferviice  in  the  diiKeno  of  C'tirk,  while  the  sanctity  of  hiit  life  ahed  addi. 
tional  Inatre  on  thtMo  cndowmenta,  and  renderetl  him  an  oliject  of  veneration 
to  all.  lie  wwi  t)io  intimate  friiMid  of  Father  O'licary,  and  with  him  contri- 
buteil  in  re-estahliKhing  onler  throughout  tho  country  during  the  {teriotl  of 
whitulxwiam.  Ainouf;  the  many  admirers  of  Father  C'alUnan.  the"celebrat«d 
Doctor  WahnHley  (I'BHtorini)  may  Ite  (lartieularly  noliceti.  A  len^lienett  and 
frienilly  cornHiiHiudenee  sulnnat^l  between  them  :  titat  prelate  waa  anlioiu 
that  Fatlier  Callanan  sborM  Iteconie  hia  succeHaor ;  but  thlM  dignity  the  latter 
declined.  Uy  hia  ailvico,  and  under  the  [tatronage  of  Doctor  Moylaik,  Miaa 
>'ano  Nagle  ctmmienced  the  formation  of  that  retigioua  community,  aince 
known  nnderthedenomiuationoftlie  "  Proeentation  Onler."  Father  Callanan 
comjiile^l  Uie  rule  by  which  it  waa  to  be  goveruMl,  and  Dm-tor  Moylan  obtained 
for  it  t^ut  sanction  of  the  HU[trenie  |Mmtitr.  This  learue<l  and  excellent  |>rie«t 
waa  twice  elcctcl  provincial  of  hia  onler.  After  a  life  H|»ent  in  the  service  of 
reliston,  and  adorned  with  everv  virtue,  he  died  in  his  convent  at  Cork,  on  tho 
21Hh  of  January,  ISlSi  and  iu  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  Hia 'remains  wet« 
interred  with  great  solemnity  in  the  church  attached  to  tbe  convent 
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or.    Next  to  the  pnrent  institution  in  Cork,  that  of  Goorgu's 

ill,  in  Dublin,  must  bo  briefly  noticed.  By  means  of  Maria 
Tereaa  Mullany,  a  religious  lad^  of  that  metropolis,  the  convent 
of  George's  Hill  was  erected  in  1787,  and  its  community  was 
solemnly  established  in  1794;  in  process  of  time  it  became 
justly  celebratcil,  iind  from  it  springs,  as  filiations,  the  convents 
of  Drogheda,  Mullingar,  Raliin,  liichmond,  and  Maynooth. 
The  religious  and  natiuiml  benefits  arising  from  this  sublime 
order,  are  not  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of  any  particular 
locality;  the  number  of  their  convents  amount  to  forty-one, 
while  the  light  of  a  moral  education  imparted  to  no  less  tlian 
eighteen  thousaml  female  children,  besides  adults,  diH'uses 
itself,  like  the  beams  of  the  meridian  sun,  over  the  whole  sur- 
face of  the  kingdom. 

The  congregation  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity  was  f6undcd 
in  Dublin  in  the  year  1815,  by  sister  Mary  Augustin  Aiken- 
hoad,  a  native  of  Cork ;  the  Most  Kev.  Doctor  Murray,  under 
whose  paternal  auspices  it  was  established,  being  appointed  by 
the  Holy  See  occlesiasticttl  superior  of  the  society  in  Ireland. 
These  exemplary  ladies,  bound  us  they  arc  by  perpetual  vows, 
consecrate  their  lives  to  the  important  duties  of  instructing  the 
children  of  the  |>oor,  protecting  young  women  of  good  charac- 
ter, visiting  females  contiwKl  in  prison,  and  administering 
spiritual  comfort  and  temporal  assistance  to  the  sick  |ioar  and 
dying,  in  their  own  dwellings.  There  are  at  present  in  the 
archdiocese  of  Dublin  live  convents  of  this  religious  order,  in- 
cluding the  hospital  of  St.  Vincent,  situated  in  Stephen's- 
green  ;*  they  have  olso  a  convent  in  Cork,  one  in  Sydney  (New 
South  Wales)  and  one  in  Preston,  in  England,  all  belonging  to 
the  Irish  congregation,  and  founded  by  Irish  nuns  from  the 
parent  house  in  Dublin. 

The  inestimable  value  of  this  order  may  be  ascertained  from 
the  fact,  that  the  averaged  number  of  sick  poor  visited  in  their 
dwellings  by  these  ladies,  amount  to  upwards  of  seven  hundred 

*  Tn  this  iivtitiltion  for  the  lick  poor,  which  wma  opened  on  the  22nil  of 
April,  \8ii5,  accomiuotlations  are  iire|iarc4l  fur  tlie  reception  of  eighty  |«tieDta, 
who  rtjceivti  the  nioet  uiircDiittetf  attentiou  from  the  Sistera  of  C'liarity.  and 
are  pnividiHl  for  in  every  rca|»oct  until  they  recover  or  |Uiiia  to  a  hctter  life. 
The  nnmtierof  lick  ptior  admittod  during  thclait  year  (1840)  amounted  to  five 
hundred  and  Hfty-three. 

The  convent  of  thifi  order  in  Stanhoiic-Ntrect  haa  attochcl  to  it  a  houM  of 
refuse,  where  virtuoiin  and  unpntteetcl  females  are  sheltertnl  and  emidoyeil 
untUHuitalile  Hiihationa  can  he  uhtaiued  for  them.  In  the  jtenitentiary  asymm 
at  Oonuybrook,  th^rt-  are  at  prviwnt  t'orty-tivo  itcnitenta  ;  and  in  the  jiofir 
RchiNtUof  rp])cr  (lantiner-Htreet,  .Sandymount.  aud  King's  Ion-street,  attended 
by  these  charitable  ladiea,  one  thousand  children  receive  the  blessings  of  a 
religious  ednoation. 
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nnnnally;  moreover,  tlic  ptililic  liospitals  of  Jcrvifl-street,  of 
Itn^gnt  street,  niul  t)ie  hospital  of  Iiiciirul>lea,  in  Donnybrook, 
arc  regularly  visited  bv  the  members  of  this  institute;  and  to 
complete  tho  climax  of  their  invaluable  services,  the  prisons 
of  Newgnto,  Kilinainham,  (irangrgorman-lnne,  and  tho  Victo- 
ria Asylum,  for  females  discharged  from  prison,  arc  constantly 
attended  by  these  Ia<lie8,  for  the  purpose  of  imparting  instruc- 
tion to  the  female  inmates,  while  their  attendance  at  the  last- 
named  institution  is  specially  required  by  his  grace  Doctor 
Murray,  in  consequence  of  a  request  to  tluit  effect  emanating 
from  tlie  governors  ami  directors  thereof. 

Tho  order  of  the  Sisters  of  Morcv  was  established  in  Dublin, 
in  1831,  by  sister  Mary  Catherine  41'Aulcy,  a  benevolent  laily 
residing  in  that  city.  Interesteit  for  the  education  of  the  poor, 
and  moved  with  feelings  of  compassion  at  the  siifTerings  of  the 
sick  and  indigent,  a  community  of  pious  ladies  had  been 
alrea<iv  (in  1827)  formed  under  her  guidance.  She  afterwards 
made  lier  profession,  in  company  with  two  other  religious,  in 
the  Presentation  Convent,  at  George's-liill,  and,  in  1831,  under 
tho  sanction  of  the  Moly  See,  and  by  the  directions  of  his 
grace  Doctor  Murray,  they  removed  to  their  establishment  in 
iSag^ot-streel,  fur  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  all-important 
duties  of  their  institute.  Gratuitous  education,  the  protection 
of  young  fcmnlcs  of  good  character,  and  the  visitation  and 
relief  of  the  sick  poor,  constitute' the  noble  objects  to  which 
the  time  and  attention  of  these  truly  meritorious  ladies,  bound 
by  per|K!tual  vows,  are  devoted.  Besides  tho  countless  nuiu- 
Iwr  of  sick  poor  visited  and  relieved  in  their  own  dwellings, 
these  religions  attend  regularly  at  Alcrcer's  Hospital,  Sir 
Patrick  Dun's  Hospital,  and  St.  Alary's  Asylum,  Drumcondra. 
In  many  other  parts  of  Ireland  their  invaluable  services  have 
become  the  subject  of  universal  admiration.  They  have  con- 
vents in  Tullamore,  Charleville,  Carlow,  Cork,  Limerick, 
Nans,  Galway,  Wexibrd,  aiul  Dirr,  besides  those  of  llootera- 
town,  Kingstown,  and  one  in  London,  all  subject  to  the  ordi- 
nary of  each  resneetivc  diocese.*  There  are  also  at  present  in 
liaggot-street  sOTen  novices  for  establishments  to  be  imme- . 
diateiy  formed,  one  in  liiriningham,  and  the  other  in  New- 
foundland. 


*  One  hundred  and  niqcty  memben  luve  embraced  this  inititute  since  iti 
ftnimUtiun  ill  18.31.  The  priKinii  and  liiMpitAlM  uf  the  ditfcrviit  t4>wn8  above- 
mentiitnod  arc  rv^ularlv  vi«it4'<l  by  tliiwe  rftlif^oim ;  tlioy  im|tart  gnituittma 
etlucntiim  tu  ii|iwanlii  uf  three  thousatul  female  children,  and  about  dixty  dee- 
titiite  femalea  are  sheltered  aad  supported  in  the  tioiue  of  Metey,  in  Bftggoi- 
atneet,  Dublin.    .  , 
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Tho  tender  solicitude  evinced  by  these  religions  Sisters  nf 
Charity  and  of  MercVi  in  administering  to  tho  wants  of  the  sick 
mor,  must  entitle  them  to  the  gratitude  of  every  friend  of 
lunianity;  their  unceasing  ami  fearless  attention  during  the 
late  a\%ful  visitation  of  cholera  can  never  bo  forgotten  by  tho 
citizens  of  Dublin.  Divested  altogetlicr  of  self-will,  and 
guidcil  by  a  spirit  of  holy  obedience,  these  ladies,  with  Chris- 
tian heroism,  approached  the  abode  of  |>estilence;  they  took 
their  station  around  the  bed  of  death ;  martyrs-like,  they  braved 
the  contagion,  and  while  friends  and  relatives  tied  from  this 
mansion  of  terror,  the  endearing  Sisters  of  Charity  and  of 
Mercy  were  there  to  be  found,  administering  medicinal  relief, 
and  pouring  the  balm  of  consolation  on  the  afflicted  heart  of 
tho  sufTering  expiring  victim  of  cholera.  With  justice,  there- 
fore, are  these  communities  considered  a  national  blessing; 
their  numbers  are  rapidly  increasing  throughout  tho  kingdom, 
while  their  vast  utility  can  never  be  suflicicntly  appreciated. 

i 
■  CHAPTER   III. 


Itoligiou*  and  Litcmry  Clisnct«n  of  tlu>  Nineteenth  Century — General 
■  Observationii. 

Arthur  O'Lkary,  a  name  revered  by  every  lover  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  the  county 
of  Cork,  in  the  year  1729.  Yieldii'gto  the  inclination  which 
he  felt  for  the  ecclesiastical  state,  ho  withdrew  from  his 
native  countrv,  and  attached  himself  to  a  convent  of  Capu- 
cliins  at  St.  Alaloes  in  Brittany,  where  he  made  his  religious 
'  |)rofession,  and  completed  his  ecclesiastical  studies.  During 
the  war  of  1756,  ifumbers  of  the  Itritish  troops,  a  great  portion 
of  whom  were  Irish  Catholics,  became  prisoners  in  the  Jiands 
of  tho  French:  Father  O'Leary  was  appointed  their  chaplain, 
and  continued  in  this  ca|)acity  until  tho  close  of  the  cani|>aign 
in  1762.  Even  at  this  early  period,  tliat  stern  integrity,  which 
marked  his  character  through  life,  and  enabled  him  to  forgive 
wrongs,  whenever  honour  and  conscience  were  in  question, 
was 'not  without  aftbrding  some  i;are  and  noble  in<lications. 
Attempts  were  made  to  tamper  with  the  allegiance  of  the 
Irish  soldiers  engaged  in  the  British  service ;  the  co-operation 
of  the  cliaplain  was  for  this  purpose  solicited,  but  every  effort, 
even  that  of  the  French  mmister,  the  due  de  Choiseul,  was 
found  unavailable;  and  although  Ireland  had  been  a  laij^f 
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oppression  for  ngps,  nml  the  chaplain  himself  was,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  n  literary  exile,  nevcrtlicless,  tlutv  was  preferwl 
to  revenge,  and  the  oiTcr  of  tlio  minister  was  indignantly 
rejected. 

Father  0'I.cary  returned  to  his  native  land  in  1771,  at 
which  period  ho  contributed  his  aiil  towards  the  erection  of 
a  ohnpel  for  his  order  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  of  Cork. 
Hero  he  continued,  through  the  intercourse  of  private  life,  m 
well  by  his  public  instructions,  to  display  many  a  striking 
symptom  ol  those  extraordinary  powers,  with  which  Nature 
hail  endowe<l  him.  His  name  and  his  talents  had  been 
hitherto  devoted  to  tlio  duties  of  the  sapcluarVi  while,  in 
1775,  the  publication  of  a  book  by  Ulair,  a  Sroteli  physician, 
brought  hmi  out  as  an  author.  In  thi.i  work,  entitletl 
"  Thoughts  on  Nature  ond  Ueligion,"  Doctor  Blair  undertook 
to  assail  many  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  revelation.  It 
was  a  task  which  other  intiilcis,  of  superior  claims,  had  been 
already  obliged  to  abandon ;  nevertheless,  this  publication  was 
making  its  way  through  the  commnnitr,  and,  as  might  be 
expected,  the  scandal  which  it  occasioned,  was  not  confined 
even  wiihin  the  extent  of  its  circulation.  Many  refutations 
of  it  issued  from  the  press;  but  the  subject  having  at  length 
been  taken  up  by  O'I.eary,  the  sophisms  of  his  opponent  at  once 
ili.'appeared  before  the  irresistible  brilliancy  of  his  powerful 
mifld. 

Some  scholastic  doubts  having,  about  this  time,  arisen  out 
of  tho  formula  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  then  proposed  to  the 
Catliolics,  aflorded  their  enemies  an  opportunity  of  renewing 
their  outcry  against  their  civil  and  religious  principles.  To 
vindicate  the  merits  of  both  from  every  intolerant  and  f«ul 
aspersion,  and  to  show  that  the  terms  o'f  the  formula  were 
strictly  compatible  with  the  tenets  of  Catholicity,  he  pub- 
lished in  1777,  an  admimblc  tract,  entitled,  "  Ivoyalty  A.s- 
scrted ;  or  tho  Test  Oath  Vindicateil,  in  a  Letter  to  a  I'rotestant 
Gentleman."  Notwithstan<ling  tho  peaceable  and  loyal  de- 
meanour of  the  Irish  ('atholics  during  the  very  critical  period 
of  1770,  when  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  rode  m  the 
channel,  and  the  kingdom  was  threatened  with  an  invasion, 
and  although  at  the  .<iamc  time  Father  O'Leary'a  "Address  to 
the  Common  I'eoplc,"  had  been  reail  with  deliglit  by  men  of 
every  party,  yet  the  angry  spirit  of  the  ago  was  still  cherished 
by  |Hi|itical  factionists  on  tlie  one  hand,  and  by  designing 
fanatics  on  the  other.  Among  the  latter  class  stood  John 
Wesley,  tho  notorious  inventor  of  Methodism.  As  a  splendid 
ipecimen  of  his  Christian  charity,  and,  moreover,  a«  an  evidence 
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of  Iho  inspiration  of  licaven  with  which  he  pretended  to-be 
favoured,  lie  enibarlis  in  a  general  crusade  against  liberty  of 
conscience;  and  amnng  the  weapons  which  he  cmploved, 
misrepresentation,  ahuse,  and  slander  were  not  the  [east 
fiirniidabte.  He  published,  in  1780,  "  A  Letter  concerning  the 
Principles  of  Roman  ('alholics;  and  a  Defence  of  the  Protest- 
ant Association."  This  production  was  immediately  followed 
by  a  reply  from  the  pen  of  O'Leary;  and  while,  by  the  power 
qf  his  reasoning,  he  laid  the  inspired  father  of  Methodism 
prostrate  at  his  feet,  he  removed  the  mask,  and,  by  plentiful 
effusions  of  native  wit,  served  to  exhibit  him  in  his  prajjor  form 
to  the  public. 

That  the  ground-work  on  which  religious  toleration  rests 
might  be  better  understood  and  better  secured,  he  soon  after 
iiroduced  his  "  Essay  on  Toleration ;  or,  Mr.  O'Leary's  Plea  for 
Liberty  of  Conscience."  This  tract  elicited  universal  admira- 
tion ;  it  got  access  into  every  circle,  and  was  read  with  delight 
by  all  men  who  professed  a  r(>gard  for  human  ha|>piness.  It, 
moreover,  established  the  autlior's  character  as  a  writer  and,i> 
philosopher;  and  to  it  is  generally  attributed  his  election  as  a 
meinber  of  that  celebniteii  society  known  at  this  perioil  under 
the  denomination  of  the  "  Monks  of  St.  Patrick."  This  asso- 
ciation, it  is  well  understood,  was  composed  of  the  first  literary 
and  political  characters  of  the  day — ntcn  of  congenial  talents, 
wit  and  iwiitics;  their  object  was  the  happiness  of  their  native 
laud,  and  the  means  which  they  used  were  the  dictates  of  sound 
reason,  circulated  through  the  medium  of  their  own  powerful 
abilities.  At  the  head  of  this  society  stood  loni  Avonraore, 
then  Mr.  Yelverton ;  lord  Charlemont,  Grattan,  Flood,  Curran, 
etc. ;  reason  and  genius  presided  at  their  meetings,  while  wit 
anil  patriotism  harmonized  to  embellish  the  scene.  For  an 
exalted  mind  like  that  which  O'l.eary  possessed,  this  was 
its  proper  element;  he  was  favoured  with  the  unsolicited 
honour  of  being  elected  a  member,  and  in  return,  he  dedicated 
to  them  the  collection  of  his  various  tracts,  which  were  re- 
published in  1781. 

During  the  year  1 782,  an  epoch  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
this  country,  among  the  many  gallant  corps  of  which  the 
eftective  force  of  the  volunteers  had  been  composed,  the  Irish 
Hrigadc  ranked,  perhops,  the  first  and  most  distinguished, 
or  this  corps  Father  O'Leary  was  constituted  chaplain ;  and 
while  as  a  moralist  he  inculcated  the  principles  of  nilelity,  as  a 
patriot  he  inspired  these  heroes  with  a  love  for  rational  free- 
dom, and  an  ardent  wish  for  the  regeneration  of  their  native 
land.    To  the  invaluable  exertions  of  this  wise  and  good  man, 
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» 
Irclnnd  wm  deeply  indebted  dnrinf;  the  lamentable  tnrbu- 
lenre  of  wliiteboyinm.  At  that  period  lie  published  three 
"  Adilre»»e»  to  the  Common  People,"  which  were  far  more 
instrumental  in  restoring  tranquillity  to  the  nation  than  all 
thii  terrors  nftlic  law;  li^  acconi|>anied  the  mn^iistratos  through 
<evcral  districts  of  the  country,  aduionislied  the  jHHipIc, 
pl'evailed  on  them  to  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  feelings, 
and  continued  his  labours  until  order  and  harmony  were  once 
more  estiiblished  amongst  them.  Notwithstanding  these  ser- 
vices, he  became,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  his  Catholic  country- 
men, a  favourite  subject  with  some  of  tito  malignant  bigots 
of  tlie  day.  That  odious  spirit  of  intolerance,  which  for 
ages  had  entailed  such  misery  on  mankind,  was  not  yet 
banished  from  the  land ;  it  had  even  at  this  time  its  interested 
votaries,  while  the  means  which  they  employed  in  imposing 
on  society,  were  as  scandalous  in  themselves  as  they  were 
<legr«ding  to  the  character  of  an  enlightened  nation :  whenever 
jU^  .bigot  wanted  to  advance  his  own  interest  by  raising  an 
outcry  agiiinst  his  unotK'n<ling  fellow-subjects,  the  pulpit  and- 
the  pre»s  were  sure  to  be  brought  into  requisition.  An 
etfusmn  from  the  jien  of  Doctor  l)uignan  ai>|)cured  in  1780, 
under  the  signature  of  'riieoj>liUui ;  besides  the  vulgar  abuse 
with  which  it  teemed,  it  contained  some  gross  calumnies  oix 
the  motives,  views,  and  churacter  of  Father  O'Leary.    This 

firoductiiin  would  have  remained  unnoticed,  had  not  its  spirit 
leen  imbibed  and  its  principles  adopted  by  the  then  Protes- 
tant bishop  of  (Moyno,  Doctor  Woodward,  in  a  pamphlet 
entitled  "  Present  State  of  the  Church  of  Ireland."  On  this 
occasion  Father  O'Leary  published  "  A  Defence  of  his  own 
conduct  and  writings,  togctlier  with  a  justification  of  the  Irish 
Catholics,  and  an  account  of  the  risings  of  the  Whitcboys." 
His  powerful  reasoning  impelled  by  the  vein  of  natural  good 
humour  which  pervaded  the  entire  com]iosition,  overthrew  the 
bishop,and  left  him  exposed  to  the  mixed  pity  and  amusement 
of  the  public. 

With  a  view  of  co-operating  still  more  effectually  in  the 
great  cause  of  religious  tolerntioii,  he  repaired  in  1789  to 
London,  and  became  one  of  the  chaplains  to  the  Spanish  em- 
bassy. About  this  time  also,  and  through  his  exertions,  the 
Catholic  chapel  of  St.  Patrick  was  founded  in  that  metropolis. 
Although  earnestly  solicited  to  support  the  measures  of 
government  by  his  writings,  he  with  equal  firmness  declined ; 
in  consideration,  however,  of  his  past  services,  and  without  any 
condition  whatever,  he  at  length  became  entitled  to  a  pension  of 
two  hundred  pounds  per  annum.     This  pension,  it  appears,  was, 

2t 
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after  a  few  years,  witlilield ;  by  metins  of  Mr.  Francis  Plowden 
lie  recovered  tlio  arrears,  with  wliicli  lio  purchased  an  annuity 
tor  life,  but  died  bvforo  tlio  cx|iimtion  of  the  first  quarter. 
The  deatli  of  ^lis  justly  eminent  man  occurred,  in  London,  on 
tho  bth  of  January,  1»02,  and  in  the  seventy-third  year  of  his 
ago.  His  remains  were  interred  in  tho  churcliyard  of  St, 
I'ancras,  where  a  monument  was  erected  to  his  memory  by 
earl  Moira.  A  similar  tribute  perpetuates  the  recollection  of 
his  name  and  virtues  in  the  chapel  of  St.  Patrick,  London. 

WiuiAU  Uahan,  to  whose  religious  and  literary  labours 
the  Church  of  Ireland  is  ereatly  indebted,  was  born  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  on  the  5th  of 
June,  1730.  The  attachment  wfiich,  in  early  youth,  he  had 
formed  for  the  ecclcsiifstical  state  being  now  abundantly 
matureil,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of  his  age,  he  made  Ins 
solemn  profession  among  the  members  of  the  order  of  St. 
Augustin,  and  immediately  after  proceeded  to  Louvain,  for 
the  purpose  of  prosecuting  his  ecclesiastical  studies.  Jn  this 
celebrated  retreat  of  literature,  the  genius  of  Gahan  found 
ample  means  for  developing  its  resources ;  he  continued  attached 
to  Its  university  for  eleven  years,  and  having  graduated  s 
tloctor  in  divinity,  he  returned  to  his  native  country  on  the 
)!3rd  of  Septeml)er,  1761.  The  state  of  Ireland  at  thu  iieriod 
attbrded  a  ]>rospect  calculated  to  awaken  the  lippes  and  exer- 
tions of  tho  people;  the  dawn  of  religious  liberty  began  to 
appear,  whilethose  places  of  Catholic  worship,  so  lonb  subjected 
to  the  intolerance  of  the  timos,'were  now  permitted  to  remain 
undisturbed,  and  were  frequented  with  safety.  In  the  metro- 
iiolis,  however,  the  supply  of  the  parochial  clergy  was  extremely 
limited,  a  circumstance  which  induced  Doctor  Uahan  to  accede 
to  tho  wishes  of  his  archbishop,  the  Most  Uev.  John  Linegar, 
and  undertake  the  arduous  duties  of  a  curate  in  the  parish  of 
St,  Paul,  in  the  city  of  Dublin.  After  a  period  of  three 
years  spent  in  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  he  retired  to  the 
convent  of  his  order  in  St.  Johii's-street,  Dublin,  where  he 
commenced  a  new  career  of  labours,  and  completed  those 
illimitable  works  which  remain  to  this  day  af  so  many  memo- 
rials of  his  talents  and  piety.  Th^t  which  gave  real  efficacy 
to  the  preaching  of  Doctor  Oalian,  and  in  which  the  merits  of 
his  excellent  discourses  uiay  be  said  principally  to  consist,  was 
their  universal  practicability — their  ada|)tion  to  every  state  of 
life;  to  which  must  bo  added,  his  own  disinterested  and  truly 
apostolic  example.  The  great  characteristic  virtues  of  the 
Gospel — those  of  humility,  of  inortiKcation,  and  of  brotherly 
love,  were  all  nobly  exempliKed  in  his  own  private  and  public 
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diameter;  he  aought  for  the  ■alvation  of  his  hcnrers  and  not 
for  their  empty  upplaiiso,  an<l  his  discourses  were  ilistinguished 
rather  for  unction  ami  solidity,  than  for  any  studied  ustenta- 
tidunness  of  sentiment  or  frivolous  display  of  words. 

ISelwcen  the  laborious  duties  of  an  aclivo  ministry  and  the 
composition    of    various   useful    publications,   a   coiisiderablii 

Iiortion  of  Doctor  (iaiian's  life  had  been  assiduously  devoted, 
le  undertook,  in  178(),  a  tour  through  £nglaml,  France,  and 
Italy,  but  the  writings,  descriptive  of  this  journey,  although 
feplete  with  much  valuable  informntion,  have  never  been 
]>ublished.  It  was  at  this  ])eriod  al.H6,  that  he  bccnme  acquainted 
with  Doctor  John  Butler  (lord  Duiiboyne),  bishop  of  Cork. 
This  prelate  entertained  a  high  res|)cct  for  the  virtues  and 
learning  of  Doctor  Galian ;  an  intimate  and  frequent  corres- 
]K)nilence  took  place  between  them,  and  served  in  after  times 
to  strengthen  those  compassionate  feelings  which  he  entertained 
towards  that  {irelate  in  bis  unfortunate   downfall.    For  the 

iiiiriKise  of  gaining^  |iossession  of  his  family  estate,  Doctor 
iiitlcr  renounced  the  religion  of  his  forefathers,  in  the  parish 
church  of  Climmel,  on  thehuth  of  August,  17ti7.  Faith,  as 
well  as  humility  and  other  virtues,  de|iends  not  on  the  strength 
of  man;  these  are  gifts  from  God;  they  may  be  lost,  and 
actually  have  been  lost  by  some  of  the  first  and  greatest  of 
men.  Lord  Diinboviie  aiiparently  persevered  in  his  wretched 
course  until  bo  bad  at  length,  in  May,  1800,  found  himself 

iilaced  on  the  bed  of  deotli.  During  the  course  of  that  month, 
)octor  Troy  received  two  letters  from  lord  Dunboyne  through 
tlie  medium  of  his  attending  physician,  Doctor  Piircell,  in  one 
of  which  was  ciiclose<l  a  letter  to  the  po|>e,  expressive  of  con- 
trition for  the  act  which  ho  had  committed,  and  requeuing  to 
be  received  into  the  bosom  of  flie  Catholic  Church.  This 
enclosure  Doctor  Troy  accordingly  forwarded  to  Home,  but 
finding  that  lord  Dunbovne's  illness  could  admit  of  no  delay, 
he  directed  Doctor  Ualian  to  proceed  to  Dunboyne  Castle, 
mid  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  dying  prelate.  It  wag 
during  tliis  illness  also  that  lord  Dunboyne  thought  proper 
to  bequeath  bis  estate,  in  the  county  of  Meath,  to  the  trustees 
of  the  college  of  Mayiiooth,  leaving  in  the  meantime  another 
estate  wliioli  he  possessed  in  the  county  of  Tipperarv  to  bis 
sister  and  heir-at-law,  Catherine  O'Brien  Butler.*    Ihis  will 

*  This  bniaest  of  lont  Ditntioynfr  amountwt  to  £1000  per  luiniim  ;  lady  Dim- 
lioyne,  however,  having  coiit<>8to4l  the  -Ivgac)^,  t^  toiatee^  ID  virtue  of  an  act 
of  Itarlianieiit  made  Him'itically  fur  the  oci'iuioil,  ^Tered  into  a  (xinifirouiise 
with  her  for  trne-lialf  that  Hum  ;  which  annual  income  ia  now  the  jierinaiient 
property  of  the  college,     lu  1813,  throuj^  tiie  influence  of  Veicy  Fitzgerald 
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became  soon  after  the  sniirco  of  some  important  law  proceeil- 

injpi,  in  wliich  Doctor  Oahan  was  involved ;  but  tlie  troubles, 

'''ond  it  may  bo  said  the  persecution,  to  wliich    he  was  snb- 

t'ectcd,  were  carried  to  a  degree  of  severity  altogether  un- 
iccoming  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  the  advanced 
state  of  life  to  which  this  venerable  man  had  then  arrived. 
The  object  of  this  litigation  was,  to  prove  that  lord  Diin- 
boyno  hB<l  died  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  thereby 
to  invuliilate  the  will.  After  Doctor  Gahan  had  undergone 
six  painful  examinations  in  the  Chancery  Office,  Dublin,  the 
case  was  referred  to  iho  Assizes  at  Trim,  for  a  final  decision. 
During  the  course  of  the  trial.  Doctor  Trvy  deposed  that  he 
had,  on  tho  receipt  of  lord  Dunboyne's  letter,  employed 
every  means  in  his  power  to  dissua(ie  him  from  alienating 
any  portion  of  his  estate  from  his  family,  but  that  on  fimling 
his  remonstrance  inelfcctual,  ho  told  him  that  some  small  gift, 
as  a  token  of  gratitude,  would  answer  tho  purpose  as  well, 
and  would  be  acceptable.  A  woman,  who  had  been  in  the 
service  of  lord  Dunboyne,  and  who  professed  the  Catholic 
religion,  was  also  produced  as  a  witness  on  the  occasion.  The 
evidence  of  this  witness  was  such,  that  no  person,  in  any 
manner  acquainted  with  the  Catholic  faith,  could  credit  her 
testimony:  she  swore,  that  Doctor  Gnhan  bad,  at  several 
times,  visited  her  master,  and  that  on  one  occasion,  after  the 
Doctor  had  departed,  she  entered  the  chamber  of  lord  Dun- 
boyne, where  slie  found  a  candle  lighting,  and  a  small  silver 
box  placed  on  tho  table;  that  she  opened  the  box  and  saw 
therein  tho  blessed  Sacrament ;  that  lord  Dunboyne  observing 
what  she  had  done,  desired  her  to  bring  him  the  bo.T,  and 
that  ho  immediately  after  placed  it  under  his  pillow.  This 
fiction,  ill-constructed  as  it  was,  gained,  nevertheless,  a  hear- 
ing from  tlid  court,  and  was  credited  by  many  of  the  jury. 
The  religious  and  manly  deportment  of  Doctor  Gahan  on 
this  trial  is,  of  itself,  sufficient  to  furnish  the  reader  with  an 
exemplification  of  his  character.  lie  was  asked  various  ques- 
tions, to  which  he  gave  an  explicit  reply;  but  when  coun- 

then  chsncflllor  of  tlio  Iriali  Exclicqtirr  and  mpmlMr  for  the  eouaty  of  ClAr«,  ft 
•urn  of  ilTOO  iwr  annum  waa  obtained  m  an  a«l<litioQ  to  the  original  grant  of 
tho  college.  Tliiij  iiura,  Uigvthcr  with  the  DiinWyne  annuity,  is  matte  amili- 
calile  to  the  malutcnanco  of  an  institution  the  most  interesting  and  invniualilo  ; 
anil  g»>nenilly  known  under  tho  denoniinatiun  of  tho  "  Ounltoyue  I'^tahliah- 
meut."  It  oonsists  of  twenty  membert  seleeted  fnmi  among  the  mostdistia- 
guisheil  students,  and  who  have  comjdeted  the  ol-dinary  course  of  studies  in 
the  cidlege  ;  while  their  time  is  devoted  to  tho  study  of  an  extended  coane  ol 
theology,  ecclesiastical  history,  canon  law,  the  Hebrew  language,  and  the 
eoiuitosition  of  diaaertatious  ou  iwirartaiit  ecclcuastical  aubjects. 
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nollorO'firady  required  to  know  whether  lord  Dunboyno  had, 
in  his  last  illneaa,  acknowledged  to  Doctor  Galian  "  what 
reli)(ion  he  professed — wlicther  he  was  a  Catholic  or*  Pro- 
tant,"  Doctor  Uuhan  replied:  "that,  abstracting  from  hii 
clerical  situation,  ho  knew  not;  that  he  felt  himself  unable 
conseiuiitiously  to  answer  the  question."  This  rufusalelicited 
from  lord  Kilwnrden,  who  presided  at  •the  trial,  an  opinion 
that  Doctor  Giilian  was  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  court;  he 
acconlingly  sentenced  the  doctor  to  a  week's  conBnement  in 
the  gaol  of  Trim.  To  this  sentence  the  venerable  Gahan 
submitted  with  Cliristain  complacency,  at  the  same  time  as- 
suring his  lordship,  "  that,  like  Kleazar  of  old,  he  would 
sooner  lay  his  head  on  a  block  and  forfeit  his  life,  than  reveal 
the  secrets  which  had  been  disclosed  to  him  in  the  ministerial 
diacliurgo  of  his  duty."  Immodiutely  after  the  committal  of 
Doctor  Uahiin,  the  jury,  on  a  separate  issue,  returned  a 
venlict,  that  lord  Dunboyne  had  died  a  Catholic.  The  return 
of  this  venlict  was  accompanied  by  a  decision  from  the  court, 
that  as  the  case  of  the  plaintilF  did  not  suffer  from  Doctor 
Uuhan's  refusal  t?  answer  the  question  proposed,  and  as  it 
was  evident  he  liad  acted  from  principle,  the  law  should,  on 
that  account,  be  mitigated ;  he  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
bo  discharged.  The  remaining  portion  of  Doctor  Gahan's 
days  was  devoted  to  the  una^te<l  discharge  /of  his  duties. 
Atter  an  invaluable  ministry,  comprising  a  period  of  flfty-four 
years,  he  died  in  his  native  convent,  on  the  6th  of  December, 
1801,  and  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age.  This  learndd  ecclesiastic 
has  written:  1.  Sejmoiis  on  Various  Subjects;  2.  A  History  of 
the  Christian  Church;  3.  A  Short  and  Plain  Exposition  of 
the  Catechism;  4.  The  Christian's  Guide  to- Heaven;  5.  Ca- 
'  tliolic  Devotion;  6;  A  Short  and  Easy  Method  to  Discern  the 
True  Ueligion  from  all  the  Sects  which  undeservedly  assume 
that  Name;  7.  Youth  Instructed  in  the  Grounds  of  the  True 
Religion;  8.  The' Devout  Communicant;  9.  A  Translation 
of  the  "  Spiritual  Retreat,"  from  the  French,  by  Bourdaloue; 
10.  An  Abridgment  of  Uia  History  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament. 

Edward  Ferris,  the  recollection  of  whose  virtues  may  be 
associated  with  the  brightest  epoch  of  Maynootli  College, 
was  born  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  about  the  year  1738.  lue 
prospects  at  this  time  hold  out  in  Ireland  to  genius  and  enter- 
prize,  were  moat  discouraging;  he  accordingly  resolved  to 
withdraw  from  his  native  land,  and  went  to  France,  already 
celebrated  as  the  liberal  asylum  for  expatriated  Irishmen. 
Filled  with  the  ardour  of  youth,  his  inclination  first  prompted 
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him  to  engXf;o  in  a  military  life,  bat  Providence  diiiposod 
mora  favoi'ubly:  having  formed  an  acqunintanco  with  some 
members  of  that  invaluable  society  dosifrnated  the  "  Priests 
of  the  Mission,"  hu  attached  himself  to  their  community,  and 
after  a  time,  was  advance<i  to  the  priesthood.  Talents  of  the 
first  order,  and  a  spirit  of  industry  which  no  difficulties  could 
relax,  naturally  contributed  in  establishing  his  literary  fame: 
he  became  vicar-general  of  the  society,  was  held  in  the  highest 
respect  at  the  French  court,  ami  for  sanctity  as  well  as  learn- 
ing, was  oxceoilingly  vcncratcil  throughout  Paris.  His  labours 
in  arresting  the  progress  of  infidelity  at  the  period  of  the 
revolution,  exposeil  him  to  the  tempest,  by  winch  the  throne 
and  the  altar  were  then  equally  assailed ;  he  took  refuge  in 
Italy,  and  was  recciveil  at  the  court  of  Kome  with  marks  of 
great  kindness,  by  his  holiness  Pius  VI.  Italy,  in  turn,  be- 
came the  theatre  of  war:  the  sanctuary  was  invaded — her 
ministers  were  dispersed — thepontilf  himself  became  a  captive. 
Meanwhile,  Doctor  Ferris  directed  his  route  towards  the 
north  of  Europe ;  he  traversed  the  greater  part  of  Switzer- 
land, where  he  devoted  some  years  to  his  missionary  duties, 
and  having  encountered  a  variety  of  dangers,  he  at  length 
proceeded  to  Vienna. 

A  pcrio<l  of  forty-five,  years  had  now  elapsed,  since  this 
learned  ecclesiastic  first  dcmrtcd  from  the  sliores'of  his  native 
country;  he  returned  to  Ireland  in  1800,  and  immediately 
after  was  appointed  dean  of  Mtynooth  College.  That  rising 
establishment  presented,  at  the  time,  an  unrivalled  combination 
of  worth  and  talent:  the  learned  Flood  was  its  president; 
Ahern,  Uolore,  La  Hoguo,  and  Clinch,  were  among  the  dis-  < 
tinguished  teachers  to  whose  care  the  future  hopes  of  the 
Irisli  mis.iion  had  been  intrusted.  It  was  at  this  bright  epoch, 
that  the  important  duties  of  dean  devolved  on  the  learned  and 
saintly  Ferris.  Those  who  had  the  happiness  of  being  placed 
under  his  superintendence  (and  many  of  them  are  still  living), 
of  being  directed  by  his  counsel — enlightened  by  his  wisdom — 
encouraged  by  his  example,  will  recollect  with  feelings  of 
grateful  love,  the  many  emlcaring  qualities  that  adorned  the 
character  of  this  wisest  and  best  of  su|H!riors.  The  humility, 
which  inclined  him  to  conceal  the  vast  resources  of  his  mind, 
lervcd  but  to  reflect  additional  lustre  on  his  other  virtues ; 
Mavnooth,  at  that  time,  appeared,  as  it  were,  filled  with  his 
praise,  and  even  at  this  day,  his  name  is  handed  down  by  those 
who  knew  him,  with  an  almost  sacred  veneration.  On  the 
death  of  Ahern,  Doctor  Ferris  was  prevailed  u|)on  to  accept 
the  vacant  chair  of  moral  thcoMgy,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
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office  of  itean  by  Doctor  Coen,  the  present  truly  pions  and 
vunorablo  biithop  of  Clonfcrt.  Uoctur  Ferris  continued  to 
tearli  moral  theolufty  witli  singuliir  n|ipUuse  until  18U9,  in 
which  y^^r  lie  dioil,  and  was  interred  in  the  cemetery  of  Lara 
Brian,  near  Maynooth. 

T110HA8  BKTAaii  was  burn  in  the  town  of  Kelts,  and 
county  of  Meath,  in  the  year  1738.  The  ancient  and  dis- 
tinguialictl  family  from  which  he  was  descended,  may  be  num- 
bered among  the  firxt  of  those  that  hnd  been  marked  out  for 
ruin  durinfr  the  era  of  proscription,  under  the  usurper  Crom- 
well; his  parents,  nevertheless,  enjoyed  a  respectable  inde- 
pendence, and  ploceil  their  son,  at  a  very  early  age,  under  the 
care  of  the  Iter.  John  Austin,  an  eminent  father  of  the 
Society  of  Jesus,  who  at  that  time  conducted  a  Kterary 
establishment  in  the  metropolis.  Fille<l  with  an  ardent  desire 
of  attaching  himself  to  that  celebrated  society,  he  repaired, 
in  the  sixteenth  year  of  his  age,  to  France,  where,  after  the  usual 
probation  ol  two  years,  he  entered  on  his  course  of  eccle- 
siastical studies.  Ik'injT  now  committed  to  the  superinten- 
dence of  men  justly  eulogized  in  the  history  of  religion  and 
of  literature,  as  the  jtatrons  of  merit,  the  talents  with  which 
he  had  been  so  highly  gifted,  found  ample  scope  for  their  de- 
velopment. He  completed  his  studies  with  brilliant  success, 
and  immediately  after,  was  u|>pointed  to  teach  in  the  public 
schools  attached  to  the  college  of  tlie  society,  at  I'onf-a- 
Mousson,  in  the  province  of  Champaigne.  About  the  year 
1702,  he  returned  to  his  native  country.  The  state  of  educa- 
tion among  the  Catholic  community  of  every  rank  was,  at 
this  |ieriod,  truly  deplorable.  Hitherto,  this  first  and  greatest 
source  of  national  happiness  had  been  closed  against  tliem  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law ;  periods  of  toleration,  or  of  magis- 
terial connivance  might  occasionally  intervene;  sucli  indul- 
gence, however,  was  precarious  and  transitory;  the  gleam  of 
sunshine  was  allowed  to  appear  and  open  a  cheering  prospect 
to  the  people,  but  the  cloud  immediately  followed,  and  ajl  their 
hopes  were  lost  in  the  darkness  of  the  storm.  The  accession 
of  George  IH.  to  the  throne,  in  17tiO,  inspired  the  Catholics 
with  renewed  vigour,  and  odudatron  became  the  leading  object 
of  their  solicitude.  It  was  about  this  period  that, Doctor 
Uotagh,  liaving  now  returned  to  Ireland,  resolved  to  devote 
his  time  and  talents  to  the  same  national  object;  he  became 
a  co-o|>erator  with  Father  Austin  in  the  school  which  that  in- 
valuable ecclesiastic  had  long  since  established,  and  continued 
the  same  useful  labours,  in  conjunction  with  the  learned 
Father  Mulcuille,  for  several  years.    While  engaged  in  tltii 
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molt  laudable  eniploymnnt,  li-.>  received  hia  degree  of  profeued 
futlier  from  Fr.  l^tiirence  Iticci,  tlie  lout  general  of  llic  aociely , 
and  moilc  his  aolumn  profenxion  in  tlie  lianda  of  Fr.  John 
Want,  tlie  lust  superior  of  the  Irish  niisition.  1'lie  suppression 
of  this  distinguished  society,  to  which  the  inliahitunta  of  both 
heinisplieres  stand  so  deeply  indebted,  occurred  in  1773,  at 
which  time  Doctor  Ketagh  was  attachoil  to  Hosomary-lane 
Cha[)cl,  as  assistant  to  the  Uev.  M.  Field,  then  parish  priest  of 
S^.  Michael  and  John's.  This  venerable  pastor,  by  reason 
of  age  and  infirmity,  had  been  for  some  years  incapable  of 
supporting  these  weighty  obligations,  during  which  time 
IJoctur  lietagh  was  ap|>ointed  administrator,  and  afterwardl 
succeoilcd  Father  Field  in  the  government  of  the  parish.  The 
improvement  of  the  poor,  through  ihc  medium  of  gratuitous 
education,  and  the  removal  of  the  deep-rooted  misrepresenta- 
tions, by  a  fair  statement  and  open  defence  of  Catholic  truths, 
formed  the  lc;iding  features  of  his  apostolical  zeal:  he  opened 
an  evening  free  school,  which  was  commenced  in  Scliool- 
house-lnne,  ami  was,  after  some  years,  removed  to  Skinner- 
row;  where  three  hundred  boys  of  the  humbler  classes 
received  suitable  instruction,  and  where  he  himself  was  to  be 
seen  placed  in  the  midst  of  them  as  regularly  as  the  returning 
evening.  In  this  school  more  than  three  thousand  children 
and  adults  received  the  blessings  of  a  moral  education,  while 
their  benevolent  |>astor  was  accustomed  to  clothe  at  least  forty 
of  the  most  destitute  among  them  annually,  out  of  hia  own 
lihiited  rcsonrce.i.  It  was,  however,  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  ministerial  duties,  and  particularly  in  his  coiitroveraial 
discourses,  that  the  talent  and  zeal  of  this  great  man  shone 
resplendent.  The  beautiful  simplicity  of  his  language,  com- 
bined with  his  peculiarly  methodical  arrangement  and  power- 
ful strength  of  ai^ument,  rendered  the  cause  of  truth,  in  hii 
hands,  invincible:  as  a  moralist,  he  took  full  possession  of  the 
hearts  of  his  hearers;  as  a  controvertist,  and  the  champion  > 
of  Catholicity,  ho  stood  in  the  field  without  a  rival.  The 
usual  points  which  he  selected  as  the  subjects  of  these  contro- 
versial discourses  were  the  articles  of  the  Apostles' Creed:  ho 
first  pro|>osed  the  doctrine  which,  according  to  the  article,  a 
Catholic  was  bound  to  believe;  he  then  established  the  truth 
of  this  doctrine  in  a  strain  of  perspicuous  and  irresistible 
reasoning,  and  in  conclusion,  ho  stated  the  objections  which 
had  been  raised  against  it  and  satisfactorily  refuted  them. 
The  zeal  which  burned  within  him  was  not  to  he  circum- 
scribed, it  extended  even  to  the  future  necessities  of  the 
sanctuary:  several  young  men,  distinguished  for  transcendant 


ICCLUIAlnCAL  nuTOBT  or  lEILlHD.  649 

tnlent«,  p!oty,  and  a  vocation  for  tlio  ecclosiattical  atato,  round 
in  him  a  tlirec-lor  and  a  (uitron ;  throii^li  liiii  encouragement 
tliuv  pre|)iiruil  tliemiwl  ves  for  tliu  aacrud  ministry,  and  many  of 
them  coiilinno  to  this  day  among  tho  first  and  most  4>rilhanl 
ornaments  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  After  a  most  successful 
niiskion  of  upwards  of  forty  years,  Doctor  UvUgh  died  on  the 
lOth  February,  1811.  On  the  announcement  of  his  death, 
the  nietriipolii  was  turned  into  one  general  scene  of  mourning, 
and  at  this  day  his  name  anci  his  virtues  remain  embalmed  m 
the  recollectiuns  of  n  grateful  people. 

Joiia  lyANlQAR,  the  learned  author  of  tho  "  Ecclesiastical 
History  of  Ireland,'  was  born  in  tho  city  of  Cashel  in  the  year 
1758.  f laving  attained  the  eighteentli  year  of  his  age,  ho 
repaired  to  Unnie  and  entered  the  Irish  college,  where  he  com- 
menced his  course  of  eucleslHStical  studies  along  with  several 
young  Irishmen,  among  whom  Doctor  Florence  MacCartliy 
(afterwards  coadjutor  bishop  of  Cork),  and  Doctor  M'Cann,  of 
the  county  of  Louth,  stood  pre-eminently  ilistinguislied.  His 
transcendant  talents  assisted  by  unwearied  application,  soon 
raised  him  to  an  eminent  rank ;  he  took  out  his  degree  of  doc- 
tor of  divinity,  and  among  the  number  of  his  admirers  mav  bo 
noticed  tinit  |>atron  of  literature,  cardinal  Murefoscbi,  at  one 
period  canlinul-protector  of  the  Church  of  Ireland.  Through 
liis  advice  and  patronage  Doctor  Lanigan  removed  to  Pavia, 
where  he  was  appointed  professor  of  Scripture,  Hebrew,  and 
ccclcsiiutical  history,  in  the  Hanoverian  college  of  tho  ancient 
and  celebrated  university  of  that  city.  Several  of  the  Hano- 
verian and  Austrian  nobility,  and  even  princes,  received  their 
education  under  this  distinguished  Irishman;  his  extensive 
acquirements  ranked  him  among  the  first  characters  of  the 
univcraily ;  the  learned  Taniburini,  by  whom  i^was  then  ad- 
ministered, was  accustomed  to  designate  him  the  pillar  and 
brightest  ornament  of  the  establishment.  On  one  occasion  the 
emi>cror  Joseph  II.,  having  visited  the  university  of  Pavia, 
was  pleased  to  honour  Dr.  Lanigun's  lectures  by  his  presence: 
the  doctor  delivered  a  Latin  oration  which  was  received  with 
unbounded  applause,  the  emperor  at  the  same  time  observing, 
"  that  so  yoiing  and  so  enlightened  a  professor  reflected 
new  lustre  on  the  Irish  nation,  and  remuided  him  of  the 
ancient  literary  glory  of  that  |)eople." 

The  attachment  which  he  now  formed  for  the  university, 
served  to  confirm  a  resolution  which  he  had  already  contem- 
plated, of  sjjending  the  remainder  of  his  days  within  its  walls: 
circumstances,  however,  soon  obliged  him  to  adopt  a  diffiirent 
coarse.     On  the   invasion  of  Lombardy  by  Napoleon,  the 


630  tccLuiAtrlbAL  nisroRT  or  irilahdi 

French  troops  entered  Paviain  1790 ;  the  profouors  and  atudentx 
became  dis|H-rtieil,  ami  the  university  woa  broken  iiii;  yet  it  is 
but  fair  to  observe,  that  Duonupiirto  issued  a  inanifoato  to  the 
municipalities  of  I'avia,  ordering  them  to  recall  the  professors, 
to  invite  the  students  to  resume  their  stmliuK,  and  to  assure  all, 
that  even  amid  the  din  of  war,  this  sacred  abode  of  literature 
and  retirement  should  remain  secure  an>l  unmolested.  Doctor 
I^ni^an,  however,  returned  to  Ireland,  and  huving  reached 
Dublin,  he  attached  himself  to  Francis-street  CliapeT,  through 
the  invitation  and  encouragement  of  the  Very  Kev.  Doctor 
llamil,  with  whom  he  had  Iwcn  previously  acquainted  in  the 
Irish  colle);e  at  Home.  Here  he  continued  forsomo  time,  but 
finding  it  more  convenient  to  reside  with  his  intimate  friend, 
the  liev.  F.  Corcoran  of  Church  street,  he  generally  ofKciated 
in  the  conventual  chapel,  of  which  that  amiable  clergyman 
happened  to  be  BU|)crior.  About  ^liis  time  I)ocl<y  I^nigan  was 
invited  to  accept  a  professor's  chair  in  Maynooth  College; 
his  nomination  was  pro|Miscd  by  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  O'lleilly, 
and  was  seconded  by  the  Most  Kev.  Doctor  Troy.  Doctor 
Movlan,  however,  who  hapiwued  during  these  proceedings 
to  be  absent,  on  entering  the  board-room  and  being  maile 
acquainted  with  the  matter,  suggested  that  the  anti-Jansenis- 
ticul  formula  drawn  up  and  already  signed  by  the  French 
clergy,  should  bo  previously  submitted  to  Doctor  Lanigan 
and  receive  bis  signature.  To  this  the  doctor  objected ;  ob- 
serving at  the  same  time,  that  ho  would  most  willingly  sub- 
scribe to  the  bull  Unu/enitita,  emanating  as  it  did  from  the 
head  of  the  Church;  but  that  he  would  never  consent  to 
bind  himself  do*rn  to  the  dictation  or  formula  of  any /ore^n 
national  church  xehatever.  The  motion  of  the  Uiglit  Kev, 
prelate    was,    however,   overruled,   yet  the   doctor    thought 

firoper  to  decline  the  appointment.  Doctor  Lanigan's 
iterary  reputation  having  been  long  since  fully  established, 
in  1799,  he  was  unanimously  elected  by  the  meml>ers  of  the 
Dublin  Society  as  their  translator,  editor,  and  corrector  of  the 
press;  and  in  1808,  he  became  also  their  librarian, — a  situation 
which  his  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  languages,  and  his 
immense  information,  enabled  him  to  fdl  in  a  manner  most 
honourable  to  himself  and  to  that  establishment.  On  this 
occasion  the  earl  of  Donoughmore,  and  several  of  the  Irish 
nobility  became  his  patrons:  general  Charles  Vallancey, 
Kichard  Kirwan,  and  other  literary  characters,  bore  honourable 
testimony  to  his  exalted  merits.  While  in 'the  discharge  of 
the  iluties  of  this  office,  and  about  the  year  1813,  he  com- 
menced  the  arrangement  of   the   materials   which   he   liad 
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nlmily  nrepnrei)  for  liia  noble  and  immortal  work,  the  Eccleiii- 
utical  llUtory  of  Iruliinil.  Tiifse  he  ruvUoil,  purf^oil,  and  aug- 
mented with  n  variety  of  scarce  ami  valunlile  ni()tter,  |;lenneii 
from  the  public  and  private  libraries  of  his  own  country, 
and  having  completed  tne  whole  with  ililii^encc,  anil,  it  may 
bo  added  with  tretnenilnus  labour,  in  IHii  he  publislicd  the 
work  in  four  octavo  volumes.  There  ban  nut,  |>crhaps,  been 
ever  written  in  nny  nation,  or  in  any  Inngu^ige,  a  work  more 
(li.stinf;ui»hed  fur  accuracy,  impartiality,  and  sound  criticism 
than  thin  inimitable  proiluction;  the  precision  with  which  he 
balances  the  several  statements  of  our  national  records,  prove 
him  to  bo  an  antiquiirian  of  the  Knit  order;  while  the  immense 
ma3S  of  authority  to  which  he  refers,  may  enable  us  to  form 
some  idea  of  ther  herculean  task  which  this  great  man  liad  to 
encounter. '  By  moans  of  this  immortal  work  he  had  rescued 
from  oblivion,  as  well  as  from  obloquy,  the  genuine  records  of 
his  native  land ;  he  has  placed  the  ecclesiastical  antiquities  of 
Ireland  on  a  solid  and  an  iin|>erisliable  basis.  Some  critics 
may,  perhaps,  be  ilinsatisfied  with  the  manner  of  his  arrange- 
OMilt;  but  when  it  is  recollected  that  he  handles  each  subject 
agreeably  to  a  certain  chronological  order  peculiar  to  antiqua- 
rians, and  that  ho  attends  to  facts,  to  truth,  and  to  nothing 
else,  this  apparent  deficiency  may  bo  readily  overlooked. 

Doctor  Lanigan  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  libra- 
rian for  the  Dublin  Society  until  the  vear  1814,  when,  on 
account  of  the  state  of  his  health,  he  resigne<l ;  still  retaining 
his  former  situation  of  translator  and  corrector  of  the  press, 
on  a  salary  of  one  hundred  guineas  per  annum.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  orderly  condition  in  which  ihe  library  was  kept, 
and  bis  other  services,  he  was  presented,  on  two  or  three 
occasions,  with  a  gift  of  one  hundred  guineas:  it  appears, 
however,  that  at  one  occasion  a  reduction  of  his  salary  was 
contemplated,  but  the  proposition  was  almost  universally 
negatived ;  even  John  UinUru,  with  all  his  prejudices,  exerted 
his  influence  in-favour  of  the  librarian's  interest.  At  the  close 
of  his  life  he  retired  to  Finglass,  on  his  annual  salary  of  one 
hundred  guineas,  allowed  bun  by  the  Dublin  Society,  aa  a 
token  of  the  admiration  in  which  they  held  his  worth  and 
talents.  He  was  tlie  author  of  the  inimitable  preface  to  the 
"  Protestant  Apology ;"  be  haa  ako  written  the  preface  to  an 
edition  of  the  Iloman  Breviary ;  likewise,  in  one  volume,  a 
Prolegomena  to  Commentaries  on  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  which 
he  intended  to  have  continued,  but  the  infirmities  of  old  ago 
prevented  him.  Ho  dieil  on  the  7th  of  July,  1828,  and  was 
interred  in  the  churchyard  of  Finglass. 
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WitilAM  Oofi'iMEii,  (Icacendotl  from  an  nncient  and  liifrhly. 
resiwctiible  Calliolic  fiimily,  wan  born  in  tlio  year  ITftS,  in  the 
ji.iriih  of  St.  Kinhar,  in  tlie  city  of  Cork.  Tlie  laws  wliicli 
ilelnrrcd  tliv  Cutliolic  youtli  of  Iruland  from  tlio  advantage  of 
a  lib(>rul  education  bcnif;,  even  up  to  tin's  jicriod,  enforced,  lie 
was,  in  consc'(|uenc«,  (ibli^ed  to  adopt  tl>e  exumplo  of  many  of 
Ills  countrynurii,  and  retire  tu  the  continvnt  iu  quest  of  that 
literature  wliioli  he  had  every  ri);ht  to  ex|x)ct,  and  to  receive, 
in  the  land'  of  hia  birth,  lie  ropiired  to  France,  where  lie 
obtained  nn  education  suited  to  Ids  rank;  while  the  cncouni);- 
in^  access  to  honour  and  distinction  which  the  French  service 
now  so  liberally  presented,  and  an  inherent  spirit  of  noble 
emulation,  inclined  him  at  first  to  embrace  tiro  military  profes- 
sion. To  think  of  eatisfyiof;  the  bias  of  his  mind  by  any  such 
]irospects  in  his  own  country,  would  be  worse  than  visionary; 
the  ranks  of  the  llritiah  army  bein^  then  closed  af^ainst  tuo 
advancement  of  Catholics,  no  niiitter  how  high  their  descent 
or  how  transcondant  their  talents.  This  determination,  how 
ever,  was  afterwards,  throuf^h  the  suggestion  of  some  friends, 
entirely  abandoned ;  it  yiehled  to  a  more  useful  and  a  more 
exalted  callin<r ;  and  at  length  he  re8olve<l  to  relinquish  honour! 
empty  and  transitory,  and  to  consecrate  the  remainder  of  his 
days  to  the  duties  of  the  ecclesiastical  state.  He  accordingly 
entered  the  Irish  college  in  Paris,  where  the  strong  rawers  of 
mind  with  which  he  was  gifted,  were  soon  and  iiriljiantly 
dilplayed.and  having  completed  his  studies,  he  returned,  about 
the  year  1780  to  his  native  city.  The  missionary  career  of 
this  nivaluable  ecclesiastic  was  commenced  in  his  own  native 
i>arish,  that  of  St.  Finbar,  to  which  he  was  appointed  curate; 
lie  was  soon  after  adviinced  to  the  parish  of  Passage,  and 
became  vicar-gencral  of  the  diocese. 

About  this  time  the  melancholy  defection  of  lord  Dun- 
boyno  occasioneil,  as  may  cx^iected,  an  unusual  degree  of 
scandal;  in  I'assago  the  aftliclion  was  severely  felt,  but  the 
unremitted  zeal  and  charity  of  its  good  {uistor  supplied  the 
people  with  paramount  consolation.  At  this  |>eriod  also,  the 
ageil  and  venerable  Doctor  MarKenna,  bishop  of  Cloyne, 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  to  Komo  for  the  appointment  of 
a  coadjutor;  through  the  recommendation  of  that  prelate, 
Hup|iorled  by  Doctor  Moylan,  bishop  of  Cork,  William  Coiv 
pinger  was  the  person  selected ;  he  was  accordingly  consecrated 
in  the  year  1788,  and  entered  immediately  on  the  discharge  of 
those  high  functions  which  the  religious  and  political  state  of 
the  limes  had  now  invested  with  awful  resiionsibility.  Among 
other  singular  opinions,  springing  out  of  the  prejudice  of  this 
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age,  tlmt  of  lord  Kvdeidale,  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  is  not  the  least  nolorinua.  Mis  lordship  undi-rtook  to 
inainlain  that  the  exisipiico  of  the  Ciitliolic  clrrpy  in  Ireland 
was  not  recn);nizeil  liy  law ;  this  assertion  was  instantly  taken 
up  by  Doctor  (Jo])|iiii(.'or,  while  from  the  very  slatnlea  puiuied 
during  the  rc};i«trnli<>n  era  of  queen  Ainie,  ho  overthrow  the 
chancellor,  ami  left  hini  ('X|iosed  to  the  liunionr  and  sarcasms 
of  Ourran  and  other  le);iil  c(intein|Kiruries.  Neither  the  pioly 
nor  exalted  sintion  of  this  prelate  was  siifticicnt  to  protect  him 
from  the  shaftn  of  a  mnlipm^nt  faction;  the  cor|)oration  of 
You);h»l,  like  the  rest  of  their  brotherhood  throughout  Ire- 
hind,  had  Iwen  deeply  tinf>ed  with  Itliose  party  prejudices 
which  at  leiifrth  created  such  (jciicral  disgust  in  the  public 
mind,  that  their  extinction  by  law  appeared  in  the  oyea  of  every 
honest  men  as  a  blessing  to  the  nation,  ijelfish  and  intolerant 
as  they  hail  been  at  all  times,  during  the  distractions  of  17118 
they  became  furious.  To  avoid  the  consequences  of  their  re- 
sentment, this  (H'aceHble  anil  iiioil'ensive  prelate  was  obliged  to 
withdraw  from  that  town.  His  apostolical  zeal  and  exertions  in 
the  government  of  his  diocese,  cannot  but  be  gratefully  remem- 
bered by  his  clergy  and  |K>ople ;  in  him  the  hated  measure 
of  u  veto  found  an  unceasing  and  a  powerful  opponent.  In 
the  national  synod  of  1808,  when  these  arrangements  were 
solemnly  rejected,  the  resolution  passed  on  that  occasion  origi- 
nated principally  from  Doctor  Coppinger;  while,  by  this  raeana 
in  1816,  the  transaction  was  nitoguther  placed  under  the  cog- 
uizanco  of  the  I'ropnganda,*  and  vetoism,  without  the  hope  of 
a  resurrection,  was  soon  after  consigned  to  its  political  grave. 
The  eti'ects  of  Doctor  Coppinger's  literary  labours,  which 
continued  until  the  period  of  Lis  <leath  (1830),  being  well 
known,  stand  not  in  need  of  eulogy:  besides  his  writings 
against  Horace  Townsend,  this  prelate  has  also  produced  a 
translation  of  the  Imitation  of  Christ,  by  Thomas  ii  Keinpis, 
atienenil  Catechism,  and  a  Life  of  Miss  Nano  Nagle:  pro- 
ductions which  must  alike  contribute  to  edify  the  faithful, 
and  hand  down  the  name  and  virtues  of  tliis  excellent  prelate 
to  an  admiring  and  grateful  posterity. 

Having  thus  conducted  the  reader  through  the  history  of 
our  national  Church,  coin])rising  a  i)eriod  of  upwards  of  four- 
teen hundred  years,  we  leel,  from  the  general  series  of  events, 
as  well  as  from  the  transactions  of  the  lust  twenty-nine  years, 
sufficiently  authorized  to  re|)eat  the  observation  already  stated 
in  the  preface  of  this  work,  and  to  re-aasort  "  that  the  power 
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of  an  «ll-ruling  ProviJonco  lias  most  mercifully,  oi  well  ai 
vinilly,  iiilerfiTiHl  in  llie  ealabllshment,  progreM,  and  final 
lriuiii|ili  of  tlie  ancient,  venerable,  persecuted  Catholic  Church 
of  Ireland.  Is  it  necessary  to  rcciipilulale  the  scenes,  circum- 
stances, and  characters  of  the  last  three  hundred  years?  or  are 
we  called  u|K)n  to  look  back  on  those  nvea  of  terror,  when  the 
tom|iest,  loud  and  long,  thickened  round  the  edifice,  and  threa- 
tened with  destruction  even  the  mighty  consocrnted  nocK  on 
which  it  rested  ?  The  posture  in  wliich  this  national  Church 
had  been  placed  during  the  incursions  of  the  Danes,  was  truly 
terrific — when  the  temple  and  the  altar  became  a  scene  of 
desolation,  and  the  sanctuary  overflowed  with  the  blood  of  its 
priesthood ;  nevertheless,  this  ordeal,  ap|uilling  us  it  must 
niipear,  is  reduced  to  the  level  of  an  ordinary  process,  and  sinks 
almost  into  insignificance,  when  put  in  contrast  with  the  tre- 
mendous crucible  through  which  this  same  Church  had  been 
afterwards  doomed  to  |iuss.  That  the  truth  of  that  ini|>ortant 
proposition  already  atatoU  may  be  placed  liefore  us,  8up|>urted 
by  still  further  illustration,  let  a  parallel  be  drawn  between 
what  has  occurred  in  the  Church  of  this  country,  and  the 
events  connected  with  the  rise  and  dow  n  fall  of  other  deservedly 
celebrated  national-  churches.  Carthage  at  one  period  was  an 
illustrious  church ;  so  was  Hfppo:  Alexandria  had  its  patriach, 
and  Jerusalem  enjoyed  the  same  dignity ;  but  these  cliurcht's, 
with  their  celebrity,  have  almost  disappeared:  the  sun  of  their 
glory  lias  gone  down,  and  at  this  day  they  remain  like  the 
melancholy  remnants  of  a  wreck,  with  scarcely  anything  but 
tradition  to  point  out  the  greatness  and  gramleur  of  their 
fonner  glory.  Nor  can  many  of  the  great  national  churches 
of  Europe  claim  an  exemption  from  the  same  descriptive 
outline.  The  ancient  churches  of  the  north  of  Euro|)e  have 
all  vaniiihcd  from  the  map;  England  and  Scotland,  too,  have 
lost  their  hierarchy :  even  France  and  other  great  kingdoms 
have  suffered  beneath  the  shock  of  revolution  and  infidelity; 
while  in  all  these  countries  heresy  and  schism,  the  real,  visible 
scourges  of  mankind,  have  more  or  less  made  their  inroads, 
upsetting  all  the  long-established,  venerable,  and  beneficial 
institutions  of  these  once  religious,  happy  and  celebrated 
nations.  Fortunate  Ireland!  cherished,  protected  land  I  in 
ancient  days  known  to  Christendom  as  an  Island  of  Saints;  in  . 
this  our  day,  recognized  throughout  the  same  Christendom  as 
a  nation  heroic  in  their  attachment  to  the  faith,  invincible  in 
their  moral  power  to  preserve  it,  favoured  with  a  hierarchy 
pious  as  it  is  learned,  firm  as  it  is  apostolical,  and  blessed  with 
the  possession  of  a  Church  which  no  human  power  has  been 
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able  to  npi't,  mil  wliich  now  flnurislies  bright,  fair  ind  vicor- 
iiiia,  liko  tlio  nover-fxlinft  green  with  which  the  lovely  valleyi 
uf  the  country  itiieir  are  no  lii);hly  enihellisheil. 

I'roviiU'iicc,  lion  over,  in  its  mililiniu  ami  mysterious  ways, 
(leHi^ns  not  UMfrri|Uontlv  to  o|ieriita  through  the  meilium  of 
ordinary  invtrumcntti.  '1  he  inherent  natural  reverence  of  the 
Irish  |ieo|ilu  for  the  ancient  fuith  of  their  country,  enkindled 
wilhiii  them  that-  hallowed  and  ever-burning  zeal  which  no 
length  of  time  could  consume — which  no  severity  of  suH'eringt 
coulit  extinguish;  it  mndu  them  look  down  with  nity  and  scorn 
on  the  c|ihcmcrul  novelties  of  the  day ;  it  enabled  them  to 
sniilu  on  death  socmer  than  surrender  the  venerable  creed  of 
llieir  sainted  fotf  fathers.  Add  to  this  the  tender  and  imwcrful 
ties  of  unionshi|i  which  at  all  times  subsisted  between  the  Ca- 
tholic |ieo|ilo  of  Ireland  and  their  truly  meritorious  priesthood. 
'I'Uii  it  was  which  cemented  the  whole  into  one  irresistible 
mass;  it  created  a  reciorocity  of  feeling;  they  partook  of  each 
others  joys,  li'lt  for  their  mutual  ufHictions;  they  were  ren- 
dered compact,  they  l>eeame  one,  they  became  invincible. 
l>uring  those  ilurk  and  dismal  e|>ochs,  when  the  recesses  of 
the  mountains  were  prepared  by  Nature  as  the  grand  asylums 
of  shelter  for  this  |H-oplc,  their  proscribed  jiriests,  like  the 
martyrs  of  primitive  days,  were  to  be  seen  ni  the  midst  of 
them;  they  uiudc  them  the  cherished  object  of  their  thoughts, 
they  clung  to  them  with  the  aflection  of  fathers — they  never 
forsook  them.  The  people,  in  their  turn,  have  gratefully 
"treasured  up  an  indelible  everlasting  remembrance  of  these 
endearing  services;  thev  have  them  as  the  darling  subject  of 
their  private  cimtcniplatiim  and  of  their  public  eulogy ;  they 
are  handed  down  as  a  saereil  legacy  from  one  generation  to 
another;  and  at  this  day  there  is  imt,  ]>erhapB,  under  heaven, 
a  nation  that,  in  overflowing  love  and  reverential  attachment 
to  its  priesthood,  can  adequately  compete  with  the  high-minded, 
persevering,  iiroverhially-failhful  Catholics  of  Ireland  1 

Kut  there  is  another  link  the  most  binding  of  any,  because 
it  is  of  divine  foundation:  it  is  that  which  connects  them  all, 
Jiriests  and  iwople,  with  the  great  centre  of  unity,  the  KocK  of 
ages,  and  without  which  the  whole  would  have  long  since  ended 
ill  a  wreck.  This  is  the  beacon  lit  up  by  inlinite  Wisdom  tor 
the  Christian  mariner;  and  by  keeping  it  in  constant  view, 
those  great  men  who  stood  at  the  lielm  of  the  Irish  Church, 
guidedthe  vessel  in  triumphant  security ;  they  set  the  billows, 
and  the  tem|>est,  and  the  terrors  that  ciiroiApassed  them  at 
deliance.  in  unabated  fidelity  and  veneration  lor  the  Chair  of 
St.  I'eter,  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  have  never  yet  been  sur- 
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|iamo<l  by  any  Chrialinn  nation  nn  earth ;  «n<l  for  their  con- 
•cioncioun  adlicrence  to  it,  no  olhor  nation  han  ever  siiffurcil  no 
iiiiirh.  Thin  It  was  which  forcvii  Janios  I.  to  exclaim,  "that 
the  very  Rtmonphcro  <if  Irehiml  win  iiifectctl  with  |io|)ery."  It 
won  tliis  wliich  mailc  bi^olry  oiitrii);ci>ii8,  generated  tlie  |wnal 
cinIc,  drew  forth  the  sword  of  |>erHu<'iiti(in,  and  at  divers 
rH'rioda  reduced  (he  nohh'»t  country  in  tli6  world  to  tlie 
irlKhtrul  condition  of  a  desert.  NevertheleM,  thcfumc  ancient 
lielief  continues  to  fluurish  triumpliant  ainenj^t  m;  and  now, 
in  tlie  nineteenth  century,  Ireland^  with  her  millions,  glories 
in  the  a|>|)ellation  of  Cutliolic;  her  churches  are  risins  up 
niafjiiifieently  and  almost  without  number  throughout  the  land; 
the  ^lory  of  ancient  times  is  revived  in  her  reals  of  literature, 
and  that  the  last  age  of  this  ein);uliirly  protected  Church  may, 
ill  some  renpects,  correspond  with  tho  days  of  her  primitive 
glory,  she  has,  within  the  lost  few  years,  sent  forth  her  nume- 
rous missionaries  to  various  nalions:  to  the  east  and  to  the 
west — climates  to  which  the  llffht  of  Christianity  had  scarcely 
ever  before  iH-nelratoil.  Hut  that  which  completes  her  triumph, 
and  to  whicli  Irishmen  had  for  too  Inn);  a  time  been  strangers, 
is  at  length  returned;  the  sun  of  civil  and  reli^'ious liberty  has 
appeureil  above  tho  horizon,  the  clouds  of  bigotry  are  dis|)ersed, 
the  null  of  se|Hir»tioii,  wliero  craft  and  8clf-|>olicy  were  wont 
to  conceal  themselves,  is  thrown  down,  and  the  Catholic  Church 
of  I||eland,  divested  of  all  overgrown  wealth,  upheld  by  a 
learned  and  a  pious  priesthood,  and  allowed  to  rest  on  its  own 
merits,  now  overspreads  the  land  in  all  its  lustre,  indcpeiideut — 
glorious — iminortal. 


APPENDIX     1. 

AttUHBOinOP  millth'H    "  DltK'ODIO'I  ON  TIIK    KKI.ldfUN    ANI'IICNTLV    fHOrBftiRD 
fty   TIIK    IHUll,"'    ANALY/.KI)   ANI>   IIKrUTKf*. 

NoTiiiNd  c«n,  )M'rhA|i«i,  iiiitrc f<in:i))ly txliiltit the  (HTVirHity  of  the hiininn  mind, 
ituin  itm  tatmiikut  iiiclinAliim  t(>A>>Mil  initliM  lUrfiuly  inconUiatilily  t^Uliluhed, 
and  which,  iii niAiiy  ti)ittuiic!i>>4,  hail  iR'coin*) uvun  wlf  lyiiWtit.  Thore in MctivdJr 
•  |irinm|i|i)  in  ciUuT  uatural  itr  ravealml  ruhi(ii>ii  that  hai  pot,  at  ■miiio  iHiriuil, 
be«u  qUL-itioiie*).  In  intMlum  timw  u«'  lliiiV  Ibrkloy  ilenyinu  Uio  exiKtuiice  of 
uistUir  ami  Ui«  tuntiniony  M  his  own  DetiHun  ;  whil»  uinoug  the  aiu^iuiit  )>hilu- 
iiu|ihept.  I'ynbii"  niiweil  ii|>  the  ihKitriuu  of  a  gen«ral  iloiiht ;  he  iluiihtuil  of 
Hvcrythiii^,  (-ven  of  hiA  "Wii  t'xioh'iiix'.  Kh<ml*l  mm  Iw  inoliaiMt  to  tiiul  out  a 
tliinl  L-haravt^T  fnr  the  iiiir|H44-  t<f  funning  a  tri<K  Dr.  Jaini-B  UHhur.  I'mtentaiic 
aruhl>iHliii|i  of  Animp;h,  lui^ht,  intlvtt^l.  with  ({it-at  proiti-it'ty,  )>»  iM'lact4Ml.  AVill 
it  be  lM-hi>v('tl  Uiat  this  iiiaii,  ccluhrtttttl  fur  autit)tiAhan  ntht-arch  aiid  for  aucii- 
rary  hli4-HiM',  whcucviT  thd  tiiiliject  hi'^uii^I  not  tu^-'liuh  with  liia  own  ttiiiiH)ral 
int^rMt^  \itu\  Actiiiilly  iinih'rtakc'n  to  luaintain  tlufc  the  ivliuinun  (tuetriiiia  of 
Ui«  anciviit  Iriah  hail  Ihh^d,  in  iiioitt  n-M)Hx:tii,  |i«rfe('tly  niiniiAr  to  thi^M!  ]iro- 
fi-«m»l  hy  l*niU«tantH  nt  thu  pn'mnt  Axy  ?-  that  ncitlior  St  Patrick,  nor  any 
uii»  of  uii)  anciviit  fivthi'hi  of  thu  Iritih  t.'hurch,  hn<l  ovvr  recogni»><l  ittich  a 
ilfjctrine  jut  ihu  ftn|ir(-mauy  of  thi)  Ituman  ixtntill'.  thu  twurilico  of  thu  MaM, 
I'liruntorv,  the  invucittton  of  wiiiitN  ami  other  tent'l*  now  an<l  nt  ■!■  tniit'o  ihi 
Htrnilfaiitly  oiiitirncnl  by  <'Hthohi.'o  ;  and  that,  of  course,  the  <'hriittian  rch^ion 
muNt  havu  Ik-cu.  at  some  |terimt  mitt^wiN'nt  to  thu  aixteeiilh  century,  C(irrii|»tiHl 
in  this  (ciuntry.  Leilwicb,  who  lU-oied  the  exifsti^ttco  of  St.  Patrick  hiinnelf, 
may  havu  numu  cUiiu  to  tmr  \>iiy ~hf  tnut  an  illilerateltiffot;  Unhcr,  on  tho 
contrary,  wan  du^ply  ruad  in  tho  aiitiiiuititta  of  our  country,  and,  henco  the 
bigotry  which  has  taniiHliud  his  character,  so  far  fntm  l)piiiK  paUiatud  on 
tlie  scon>  of  iuritorance,  has  ai-iiuirtsl  even  an  athhtional  hue,  fnmi  thu  down- 
right detttnuiiuHl  Dialitw  with  which  it  mutit  havo  been  a<.xfmi)anifHl.  Hii 
int^deraiiua  during  the  rvign  of  James  I.  is  wetl  known  to  every  uuu  ac(|uaiut«d 
with  tlio  hinWry  of  that  |N'rio4).  When,  howuvcr,  hu  found  that  Csth4)ticity 
was  not  bi  Ite  n>ot«d  out  of  Irvtattd  liy  tlic*  iiwonl,  ho  then  ha<l  rec-ounu  U>  tlus 
last  wrctchod  exitwIiiMit,  one  which,  in  all  prolmhihty,  hu  adoft^Ml  not  mi  much 
fn>m  a  ho|io  of  succoMful  iiroHclytism,  an  fruui  a  di«ire  to  wound  the  feelings 
of  the  |teojitft,  by  inisreiirewntiuft  and  maligning  thu  reli^non  of  thuir  fore- 
fatbuni.  We  Nhall,  bowuver,  in  tliu  subsciiuent  slicctii,  vndeavnur  to  follow 
tha  arminioiits  of  this  siugulnr  [Hileiuic,  observing,  at  th«  same  time,  that  it 
is  with  great  reluutanco  we  dnvoto  any  iN>rtioii  of  <mr  time  or  i>a])i!r  in 
attcmiiting  to  illustrate  a  subject  which  in  as  solidly  ostabliHhod  as  uitv  fact 
reconivd  in  hiiitory,  and  which  iiu>;lit,  with  all  iiropriety,  I*  pronouncid  self- 
flTldeuL  Nor  iiei'd  wo  iiudertake  thu  task  of  analyzing  his  arguments ;  all 
thin  liAs  Itvsndoue,  aii<l,  iudcc«l,  uitli  great  {irocision,  by  his  favourit4i  admirer, 
Harris. 

There  art>,  however,  one  or  two  |iriucinlca  which,  by  way  of  |)ruliniinary, 
wo  shall  take  the  lilwrty  td  examining,  llie  linit  of  these  rofera  to  tho  mimion 
and  c|>iM;i>|>al  jurisdiction  of  Ht  Tatnck-  Tliat  this  our  national  a|M>Htlo  bad 
derive«l  his  miuiion  and  receiveil  liis  jurisdiction  fr>mi  the  hiithop  of  Itome,  is 
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II  fut  which  Vmhft  himnelf  «1(>m  nut  ilrny.  NvvtirthiileHa.  to  plnon  it  Iwyoml  a 
ilttulit,  tie  nmy  Im<  |Mmiitttil  to  ijiifiiif  a  few  niDiu^HlionAttlt-  niithontit*.  In 
th<i  f'lUttli  lif«'  <i(  Kt.  I'rttrirk.  oiMiUimii  in  I'olKnn'H  "  'IViitdiii  TliAiiniKttir^>,*' 
wr  r*iul  :  "  \Vhen'fur*»  St.  ("f-miRinit  wnt  thf  lili>ui^'l  I'ntru  k  t^>  lloitw,  tliat 
«iUi  tht<  iKTnitMiun  nf  thr  Itifhnn  <>f  Mio  AixmUilio  Sfo  l<'  iiuttht  uo  ftirth  Ui 
|irf>.-uti,  fnr  onlur  mt  hi|iiin-th.  Ittit  rutricK.  Iiaving  AnivMl  at  llome,  wu 
in'wt  lionoiimltly  n^-'eivwi  liy  tho  htily  im'|n'  <  Vlcntim*.  mul  tlir  r»'lnt  of  Mint* 
lL-iviiii{  Ufu  tlrlivvntl  tti  him,  he  wom  nriit  inUt  Irt-Unit  liy  ixiiw  IVti-Ktint^" 
A^nhi,  Krii!,  In  hi)*  tiff  **t  St  (IflrniAiii,  writtfl  :  -"  (JcniiAin  illrKcUHl  ratriuk 
t»>  thti  holy  (.Vl(ititin*>,  |><i|w  of  thncilyof  Itnmi'.  >>y  mi>aiiH  of  S«<f{eti)»,  htH  jtripiit, 
who  WBM  t«>i(ivt>  ■  t««tM)tony  of  i><trliMiiaNti*'al  j>n>hity  for  thin  lyoMt  exrulh-nt  iiuin 
U>fon<  thit  Holy  S(M>:  nml  hnvhiu.  iiiitJijii<lMnu-rit,  Ut-n  a|>)inivt>tl  uf,  Itfiii^miii. 
)Mtritil  liyitN  niithortiy  An<)atiTiiL>thfitt:^l  liy  it'* iNiifdu-tiun.  ho  mxiintil  to  tut 
rrj<i«iiH(>f  In'lani)."  S'lMiiiiii'^  alwi  Htati'i :  —  "  IdMl'ntrii'k)  in  Ni'iit  ny  IVluntiiie, 
|Mi|M>  of  Home,  to  convert  the  Si-otH  (IriKh)  to  thtj  faith  of  Christ '  To  th<-iw 
raiK'it  tN>  Hniifraili It'll  n  IkmI  of  othiT  niithoritifit,  iliil  thi*  HuiitM  uf  thin  a|i|icn<lix 
prrniit,  or  wfro  it  in  niiy  manner  niHN-nnry.  Mcnco  it  w  wiilent  thnt  tho 
■onn-u  whint'c  St  rnthrK  hotl  iltrivrtl  hiM  (^mtraijiHtical  jnritHlivtum  wm  tk« 
hciul  of  thi'  I 'hiin:h  in  th"  Ai«wtolic  Me«,  tht<  hi»hoi»  of  Honie.  lUncv  also  ib 
ii  «viil<>nt  Ihnt  Ihu  ili*K-t|ilinf  ami  ti-nrtjiof  (.'ittholm  fnith,  prtiffuMil  iin<l  tanifht 
liy  )Mi|>c  rrl(>*i(iiii<,  wfn>  nntl  tnimt  hnvu  lMM.-n  i<li>i]ti(rally  tlio  »Kmu  n>4  ttt»M 
which  ratrii  k  hoil  Ih><>ii  ttcnt  t<i  aiitioiinee  tj>  tlii>  IriNh  nntion,  n  coiuiniwiun 
whiL-h.  liH  wii  liavi*  M'i>n,  hn  Hfti'rM'artl)*4'Xecnt<''l  with  HUtih  tiiuaxin>£  triniii|)hant 
MKVMJi.  Now  will  Auy  iIiMitawinnnto  tnnii  vontiirf^  t^i  OAKrrC  that  this  grent 
and  miintly  n|MiHth'.  ftftt-r  ImvinK  hcfii  N|HHrl<tllv  m>tit  hy  |mi|k>  (VlfstinM  to 
|ir<iM-h  rrrtain  (liH'trinoN  to  tho  Irinh,  hnil,  on  liin  lanilinK  iu  thu  country, 
nH'kh'HHly  r<-nonni^'il  all  hiii  {irofithKionit.  nnd  M>t  n)*<>itt  toachiiifi  a  croni 
alto;.'othvr  ttitri-rcnt  from  tlint  which  he  had  nc'-ivetl  at  tho  handa  of  thotio  hy 
whom  lie  hiul  l>e<>iioriKiitnllyconimiiMioniil  *  Ana<*t(if  thUdeM-ritttlon  wi>ulil 
nr^ii>  nothing  Ioms  than  dnwnri>{ht  iriMintty-  an  iiNtanc*  of  thi:  kind  ia  not  to 
1*0  found  ill  the  who]»  ranue  of  hi'*t<>ry— an  iintaucf  of  tho  kind  hiu  novar 
ocpurrt'«l.  With  jnitieo,  tnorcforo,  wo  cnnolndtf  thnt  the  very  Hamo  i>rinci|ilea 
of  U'tii'f  which  hiul  U'fit  rml)ran>il  and  taiiuht  hv  ii-'Ih*  (VKitline  at  Home, 
wf-n-,  in  like  nmnnir,  inculcntiil  hy  St  rnthck.  when  ho  had  riiturvd  on  hi« 
miHiiion  aniontt  the  inltaliitAiitM  of  thin  cnnntry.  Now  either  i>o)>u  (Vh'Btine 
lM'Ii<-vi>.l  in  tliu  teiM-tx  of  thf  <\ttholic  faith  ac  thoy  an'  nt  thia  day  taught,  or 
he  did  not— fitlMT  ho  Indii'vcd  in  the  aacrilicoof  the  .Mh|>)s  in  I'Hinto  ucnib 
tsental  coiifokHton.  in  pnr^ati»ry.  In  thu  invocation  of  aainta,  et*^,  orheiUd 
not  Ifhfdiil,  tliun  it  follows  that  St  I'atriik  nuiat,  in  liko  nuiiinnr,  have 
b«>Iiovi-d  ill  thtin,  and  mioit  haw  tau»{ht  nil  thcwt  ihM;trii>vH  tii  nnr  fxrefathcni ; 
tlien  We  iM*4>  in  ono  viuw  what  had  IxH^n  th<^  ntli^^jon  of  Irt>lan<l  in  thu  tilth 
wntnry.  Rut  Khonhl  it  )>y  niiy  |KmMhility  U<  AwM-rt'^fl  that  |m>|h>  Culestino 
knew  nothinK  alhiut  lhu««.'  iliKtrinoa,  iiroutiiuHl  nom-  of  thcsn  doc-trint>ti,  fiUKbk 
noQu  nf  thcHe  dovtriuea  ?  The  man  wm*  wonid  ntti-mpt  t«i  uiake  wich  a  ridicii- 
InuH  riA-HTtioii,  In^mieH  at  nncit  a  )»nhliu  ohjet't  of  tvoni  ;~all  tho  nioiuunruta 
of  aiititiuity  ari>  auatn^t  hiin  ;— he  miuht  an  well  connnt>nci^  forthlvith  and  reject 
nil  hiMt4irii.'al  evidonvu ;  to  act  Hith  vunsiitf noy  ho  Hhoiild  take  hiu  |troiM-r 
|NMiitioii  and  join  tho  mtikii  of  I'yrrhontun.  Such  an  atisi-nion.  indiH^l,  naa 
novor  Iitttn  ndv^ncwl ;  UuTeforc  we  ajiain  contludo  that  tho  tniita  of  iba 
CatlioUo  fiiith  aH  they  an'  at  thia  day  hold,  wi-n^  thu  very  iih-ntical  doctrinea 
which  wpro  tauf^ht  to  onr  foi-ofathcrH  hy  tho  ^renX  a|MMtlo  of  tho  Irinh  nation^ 
when  he  camo  aniongut  thotn  awl  cnnvcrtiil  them  t)  thu  Chrihtian  faith  in  th« 
year  4.'W. 

Wo  iliAll.  in  tho  noxt  |i]a(-<'.  din>ct  the  ntttiition  of  tlie  roaihT  to  another 
jioint  (ijually  tmo  ai>*l  i-4|nally  intrro»>tini;  -  wo  Attude  t«>  that  iirufoinul,  tin* 
kliakon  veneration  which  tho  anviont  Iritth  ha<l  at  alt  titnoH  oviocetl  ttiwanlt 
every  rch^iioua  tonot  delivered  to  tliein  hy  their  1>elo\tNl  aiKMttlo.  There  never 
vrM  in  any  i«rt  of  the  rhiiKtiAu  world  a  |iuo|>Io  who  cvincoil  a  more  reve- 
rential attacnnient  Ui  whatever  had  Ihcu  handed  donn  to  tlicui  hy  their 
a|ioHtlo  thnn  the  auoit^nt  Irish.     Should  thia  truth  rc(|iiire  any  ilhiitration, 
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11111  unwrftUu  itutoncM  omild  Iw  aiMiKHtiL  l^ook,  fnr  eiMnple,  lu  the  raffolul 
otnitrovrniiy-  More  i» a  i|iM<«iti<Mi  th^t  hn*  iiu  i>iinncctitin  wtwinvitr with  ('athnllo 
fmllt.  A  iiicni  iimttcr  of  ili»c)i>liiu> ;  nix)  yi-t,  Wfurc  it  cculil  U'  Mtilril -bufuni 
Uitt  A)t>saii<lririi-  <'yt'l*>  cuulii  Ih)  iiitr<Hliiui)«)~ai>M  Mhnt  lU'ttuiinutHl  <i|>|Mwititiii 
IumI  Utrii  rftiM'tl  iti{iUiMt  It,  wli«t  Hii  tiitmiir  )in<l  Ihitii  ort'uttal  fniiii  oiio  rxtru- 
iiiity  of  tlio  kiiiKtloiii  Ui  tho  ollit<r.  \  ct  <iii  rBUiitii{  thii  cutt'ry.  wimt  aruiiriu'iit 
hwl  tlii<y  ?  ^iii)|ily  tluM  miu— tliattln-ir  Hiii-tiiit  |mM)bal  lycUi  wiw  that  witich 
tlii'y  lioil  rt'iH'ivi^l  (iMiii  St  Tutnok  ;  tliat  u|iat4}V«r  (■<irre«iHirii|i.tl  imt  with  it 
WM  s  iiitrrtt  nuvfliy,  ami  vimUi  not,  ai't-onling  t<»  tJu*  ju<l(niiL*nt  uf  thi<  )iro< 
Vi'rliially  t^-uaciotw  |>v«»|ili>,  Iw  Ailiiiitti-tl  a«  h  -nUtitiitc.  Itiit  if,  tnit<«(l  of 
ilJM'ipliiH-,  which  iimyuii't  iIkih  vmy,  kii  Atti-i>i|it  hail  Itet'ii  nitulu  to  corrupsthe 
faith  uf  th*^  t^niDtry,  if  mmiio  •h*^niatirtT  hail  Nbiriwl  ii}>  nml  )in>|'<)Ni-il  a  new 
t<-nvt  uf  U*lu<f.  Uii-  nH)f])tii>it  which  hid  li  »  ^'harncUr  wi>iil<|  miH-t  witli  may 
bo  rvailily  autiri|»nt4-<).  If  th»y  ha<l  raiwHl  aiioh  a  rii-Uuiatimi  on  Iho  aenrB 
iif  tllMiiiliue,  what  wiiiih|  tltey  nut  tuivii  <lutu)  hiul  thu  faitli  itM.'U  been  in 
ilaimer  f 

llaviii^  prtNvcih'tl  thuH  far  with  thiW!  iiruliniinary  f»riii<:i|iluM,  h>t  lu)  ii(»w 
tlirit^t  ixir  attt'iitioii  to  iUf  argninontn  liy  wiiich  I>r.  I  iiht-r«riHU>AVouni  lu  iiiaiii- 
taiu,  that  the  cn-i-tl  of  tlif  ancient  Irmh  won  totiUly  ihxliiK't  fntui  that  of  their 
Cathohc  kiicCvH4ttiii  At  tltc  iproutiit  ilny.  For  thi>  tiiu-|MHi«  of  ehtabliiibiii){  thia 
Hiiij^uUr  )>n>|Kmitiriii,  tliuarohl)iHho|t  hat  ii)n<luHfi>vtt|irit(!  oirhvtiitii  froiti  among 
thu  McviTiil  AtiicU-ii  of  (.'atluilic  futlh,  ho  tuw  alto  iiuKh-M'ciittftl  to  taku  notiue 
ftf  unr  <lLMi'ipl>ni>.  Wcrn  we  t^'lM  liit%x*thi)iih.iiiit(^iutto«l  thcolojjian,  the  ancient 
liljih  knew  nothiiiM  whate\t'r  ulNiui  the  Miioniniacy  yf  tiw  bi«ho^i  ol  Itotutt.  <>r 
(if  thu  Hocnli'*^  of  thu  Mums  or  of  tht>  ntal  pri^ift-H  of  t'hrist  in  the  aacm- 
nmnt  of  Urn  KilcJuirint,  wot  praytm  for  the  ib-ml,  or  of  thu  invm-utioii  of 
MaintA,  or  uf  inia^ci  or  i-ulica  ;  inoruover,  tliu  uxv  of  chrioin  wim  never  |ir»ctiMMl 
oiiiotiuMt  ihfin  ;  every  out-  wat  hIIohciI  to  n-iul  the  Scri|>tii>t'<(,  and  tho  clur^y 
wen.'  t^itcriitetl  to  iiarry.  ThiM.  mthout  iluubt,  im  a  UiM,  n  C4inunnntbitt( 
piMitiop  ;  btii  how,  it  limy  lie  ikikLMl,  iIocn  ht)  eiuleairMwt*>'niaiiilaiti  it  ?.  lln ' 
attem]>tj|  to  maintain  it  liy  K-*rble>l  U(iil.ite<l  extvaiLn.  taken  ^em-rally  fnna 
th«  inyMtical  workt  of  hoine  few  of  our  ancient  lri<th  Mnti'is  |xittin>;  bia 
own  coiiHtruuiion  thurtiin,  ai»l  umkiiijj  it.  in  (h?«|)itM  e%'en  of  coiumon  m-idw, 
exouUy  un-«wer  bJM  own  jtiiriMMie,  m  hilc  at  the  name  time  he  imbnttriouMly  takua 
uiru  III  iiaHH  over  in  nileucu  thos<--  dear  conehmive  anthoritiua,  which  wiMihl  at 
oncu  nerve  U*  |H»iiit  out  to  the  reatlcr  what  hiul  In-eu  in  reabty  the  faith,  a-*  well 
Hi  the  {irnctteo,  of  thu  aeieiitt'hiirehof  ln'lau<l.  "  1  iihnll  M""to,"  he  ob^crven, 
*>  ancient  writ4)ni,  by  which  «e  uiiut  ju*M"  whether  of  iMith  si«lea  hath  (li'i>Hrt(Hl 
from  the  n'liM><m  of  omi*  atirritvrn."*  Let  iitt  therxforu  l>iitieiitly  untl  reF>iH)ct- 
fuUy  attonil  t«>  hia  iiuoUitioi ir- 
on TiiK  Mui-HRUAt-y  ur  TIIK  PopK.  Ill  iifatin^  on  thi*i  KiiKject  tha  arch- 
btHhop  refentto  twoauthoriti^t,  namely,  to  S«>(lulmN  and  <']aniliiiN.t  S-JuUua, 
an  IriHb  ucch-Hiaitio  of  the  ninth  century,  in  hi«  cnininentary  oti  this  paMuv{|o 
of  Ittaiah,  '*  lt<>hohl  f  lay  a  ittoiie  in  Sum  for  a  foiithlatimii'  otl»e^veJ^  "It  M 
uertun  that  by  th»  ht4>ne  ( 'hri»  i«  Hi>(niti<ti."  t.'liunliuii  thni  ex)Niun<1fl  the 
iMutHage  :  "On  thin  rock  1  will  I  lihl  my  (*h»|eh.''  That  in,  " ujKm  t^hriiti  our 
iSavioiir,  who  grnntt-dunto  TetiT,  Hin  taitlifnl  loVer  anil  coiifeKMir,  the  [inrtict- 

Iution  of  Ilia  i»vu  uaiue;  that  fmni  IVtra  (the  rock)  ho  aluiuhl  Ih>  calleil 
*uter."  VvyHH  thone  luuHAue'.  the  ihj|t4(>r  eonvln<le-.  that  Uith  SmIuUiih  ami 
ClauiltiLi  luul  tau(fht  that  the  foniidnuun  Htune  Iniil  in  Sion  uuit  thu  rock  on 
which  the  Chunh  »'m  built  i»  CtiriiiU     But,  pr.iy,  what  Catholio  ileniea  it? 

■  Kt>l*ik  In  tlio  I>l»«Y»irM>,  MItlon  In  tlarih*  Ulirarr. 

t  Inert'  u  no  ■URklnnI  auiliority  ("r  muiiiMiftlit^  th«t  CbiudiiM  was  on  Iritbmin.'   Th«  an\f 

Gouiiil«  i>n  wlili-ti  Ihfti  Ml)•lxl^lli1l^  rmi«  it  lUi-  (cim  .Vu/i.  niiulnwl  In  ilie  hnullntt  nf  thr  prr- 
ec  In  lii«  (■iiminnitrti-y  on  M.  ,\im'lip»  :  ■'  (  LiuJll  Sciu  rrejibyuri  wl  JuMum."  Tlit*  U  not, 
h«wft.?r,  r(ni»l<t«i.<i  by  antlnu^niaiii  t"  have  l)efn  tliu  crrect  u-it.  Uobllloii.  qu<>tlntf  Ihl< 
firefsro  <'f  rUii>llu«.  ontlti  Dm  wcnl  >>'>'■,  tmt  hu  im'ivly  C'/<oi>'<m  infmicr,  nliile  Ijililn 
niKlnialus  thitt  III)'  author  uf  botti  tlie  i>r>'ra"t  (in<l  i-iimitiriimrlf-s  waX'lauilluinl  lurin,  who, 
■minlliiR  to  all  auilitA-tlln,  «««  a  S|«ulitrJ.  ^'«  DImmi  In  bilUnitln.  Dc  .Sctij'  tutu,  t,,  alio 
KUuiy,  nut.  heel  ltb.M-1. 
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lliatChriiit  JuiiiH  li  the  nick,  Uin  Kr<«k  corner  Mtoiui  on  wlii^h  the  wlioleMliltoa 
n«ii,  in  a  irnih  inriik'fttc«l  hy  tha  ('atholju  (.'litiixh  ;  )>iit  tlm-n  it  Tollow  from 
tliit  ilmt  (.'liriat,  tlit>  inviitMi'  t-'imier  -itoiu-,  or  if  y<m  will,  tli«  iiivimhtu  h<><Ml, 
rtiulil  iii't  itr  hiM  iHit  a|i)HiitiUMl  a  viniMn  tiiilntituUi — a  vimhlu  hvail  iii  intvwni 
llii  4'hiinih  •>!!  tturtli,  an<l  witluMit  wlii.  l»  »iuit.l..  Jp—'l  *!"'  >.^.>i««  »....t!i  -^.t. 
UcouiH  diviilml  iH{aiiii«t  iU>lf,  |■nlit•ntiIl^  tiiFtlu>i»{  Irtm  tYuiii  an  imliwriuiiaato 
aonno  <tf  luiifiiiioit,  a  rruuihlinx  t<>tU!nii)(  ruin?     Witiiuw,  for  ttxan)|ile,   th« 

fi%rl'»^t  m^^rim  tlial  tiAVi<  w<]iiiniU'Nl  fntni  UiIm  lu-ad  ;  Iiuvium  no  cciitnt  of  unity, 
nry  iHNm  iMN-aiau  (liviilwl  unooM  thcinMi-lvcfl,  until  at  tt-iiutli  you  |)iti|,  even 
wltniii  tlu!  liniitn  of  oni*  inuill  iMinn*!,  alinimt  a*  nuin]^  n'li^iniiH  an  than  Are 
iuliatiitAnlH  in  ll)«  roiintry,  Thu  nm'v»«ity  of  thiit  viiiMu  aiitbority,  ami  tita 
actual  a|i|H)i»lnit-iit  of  tliia  aiitliority.  wi<ro  trutlm   of  whirh  f'Uiicliua  waa 

Iwrffiitly  couviiuMnI,  and  Itenco  lie  olMtrvcN  thai  "  l^bmt  our  .Saviour  (rpuitoil 
not  unto  .lolin,  or  Tlioiuaa,  or  'lAnu'ii)  IhiI  uutti  IVt^r,  Hu  faitlif»l  lovar  and 
confuMMir,  tliP  |*arliin|>nttrtn  of  IliHown  nniiio."  <>r  a*  it  i»  i^\»«w\ivro vxyrvrnMii, 
thu  |iartiifi|Mitioit  of  IIih  own  imwcr,  iu  ttit-iiK  won  In :  "  An<l  I  will  uivi*  uutn 
ou  tho  \tr>y*  of  tlio  kintftlmn  of  hfavcii :  whuU'Vcr  you  bind  t>n  rnrtn  ahall  b« 
lonnd  in  )ic>av«ii,  and  whaturcr  yr>u  I'miho  ihi  farth  hhall  )iu  loow^l  iu  livnven." 
Hatl  <'laiiiliuit  Mii<l  that  Clirixt  nitver  ^rnnt*))  mito  VvWr  a  [tartioimtiini  in  Hia 
nauiu,  or  a  iiai'tiri|»ntion  of  Ilia  Authority,  then,  indit-d.  thurt  inixnt  Uav«  Ittten 
Jiut  gntuntla  for  hii  objci-tion.  Thia  uouuu<>ntat4<r,  liowuvur,  MayA  i(uite  the 
cuntmry.  It  i»,  thcrafttni,  nioxt  idi-ar  and  evrtjun  thai  iu>iilivr  NtMlulinA  nor 
(!lautlius  over  ]»rofvHed  or  iaculcatMl  any  other  doctrino,  rflativu  t^i  thn 
anjtroniaey  of  Ht.  IVUt  and  h\n  MueutsHHorH,  vxccpt  that  whi<:h  has  Ihtd  handml 
down  fnun  tho  dayi  of  thu  A|M«tU-a,  and  liiihi'\'t''l  iu  all  o^es  and  uationit  wiA 
Huch  ntV4^r(iuc«  nuil  Hdi<)ity  hy  tho  ('nthoUo  i'hurch. 

Thu  nuxt  authority  hy  which  thu  an  ahiiihtui  cudeavonni  t«i  nrovo  that  tho 
anviunt  IriMh  wi-ru  unac()uaint<.'d  with  thu  doctrine  of  St.  ret*>ri  iui»n>inacf» 
i<i  a  Military  iniotation,  taken  from  a  hymn  wTitton  by  f^i.  Hecundtuiu,  in 
honour  of  St,  I  atrifk.  In  a|>»rt  of  the  hynin  »rv  ihuHHWonU:  *'  lie  (l^atrick) 
in  vonntaDt  iu  tho  foar  of  UimI  antl  immovvahlo  in  thn  faith,  u|M>n  whom  th« 
Church  iH  buihlttl  u  u|Min  IVtfr,  whiMua^HintloHhipalao  he  hath  ohtaiiiod  from 
(IimI,  and  the  bhU-h  of  bell  nhall  not  prevail  a^ainnt  him."  Thin  ijuotation  con- 
taina  threo  Hui'juctH  for  i>ancuyriini :  lint,  tho  natuni  of  tlir  aiMmtloiihiit  which 
Ht  I'atrick  received  ;  Necoudlv,  tlie  atahility  of  thia  a{>of>tIeahi[i :  and  thinllyt 
the  cotiae<|nonL'ea  of  that  MtaKiliiy.  Aa  to  tht;  a|>oHtli'ahip  ibK-lf,  wo  are  infitrniwi 
that  it  waa  that  of  81.  lNit«>r,  ' '  w  hoae  a|MiHtIeahi)>  alao  he  hath  obtained"  (u( 
ctiiirHc)  fnmt  U>mL  llut  how  or  thnui^h  what  metliuni  hail  thia  a|>ostleHhin  of 
iVtc-r  Ikeeu  uonununiizated  ti>  Tatrick  T  Waa  it  not  by  hia  havinj|[  rccciveil 
nnUnntiou  in  a  chun'h  holding  coninuniion  with  tho  Hucceivutr  of  IVter,  and  of 
having  rvouiveil  hia  niisiiionary  juriadivlion  from  the  IiauiU  of  Ht  I'uter'a  aiic- 
ceaaor?  l^niiueationably  it  was;  and  for  tliia  very  Hanie  uutiatantial  reaHon, 
Patrick  bad  rocourao  to  tho  chair  of  FoUt,  licforv  bu  ever  vntered  on  tho 
arduous  duties  for  which  Heaven  deaigned  him — bufons  bo  veuturetl  to  <-nil>ark 
on  the  niiiutioii  of  Ireland. 

In  tliia  inannur  it  waa  that  the  bleaacd  Patrick,  aIroa«ly  invit«d  by  a  heavenly 
caU,  had  obtained  tht  a|H>8tlfahi|»  of  Peter ;  fnim  thti  a|M)Htoliu  ehair  he  never 
xeitarated,  for  "  ho  waa  immoveable  in  thu  faith  ;"  with  tbii  a)K>»tt»lic  chair  be 
eoiititiiii3d  iu  couHtant  communiou,  -he  iKtcauiv  ax  it  Were  inc4)r|M)rateil  with  it ; 
and  hcneo  the  venerable  autluir  of  the  hymn,  in  hia  jieculiar  jHtftic  dictiona 
ol>•ervc^  that  "  u|kiu  him  the  Church  is  buildixl  as  u|ion  Potor,  and  the  RatMi 
of  hfll  ahall  not  jirevail  against  hini."  Tbii  extract  from  tho  hvmD  oi 
Hecnudiuus  cannot,  therefon*,  ba  of  any  aervicp  to  the  cau^e  of  the  archbiabop  } 
on  tb«  contrary,  it  militatcM  {lowerfully  af^ainut  him.  l.et  us  BUit|)oae  that 
Patrick  bad  not  n'ceivtKl  hii*  onlin.itinu  or  his  jurisdiction  fnim  po]>o  C'oleatinet 
but  that  he  had  r«<courM!  for  tho^o  csncntiala  t«>  Home  Artou  bifibo]t;  in  that 
eaxu  would  he  l>e  couHitlureil  by  the  lcarni<d  author  of  the  hymn  aa  having 
obtaino^l  the  aiNmtleuhip  of  Pater?  Jle  ciTtaiiily  woidd  not;  and  for  thia 
oaiiita)  reason,  tiiat  the  aoun.>e  to  which  ho  ajmlicd  had  already  been  aoparated 
from  the  chair  of  Peter  ;  l>ecnuiic  the  Arian,  by  hia  ^hereay  aa  well  aa  by  hia 
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■oluMin,  bad  Already  out  htmMdlf  off  from  aI I  communtnn  with  the  apMtotic  chair, 
tinch  Ih!!!)^'  tlie  cjun— tliii  iiniloiibtetl  fact  —what  then  bouomi'g  of  the  {irieatly 
juriadictiuii  el'  HrchhiMhop  UnherT  Hon  ftf  thit  a[HMtk>Hhiii  of  I*et«r?  The 
AriAi  had  it  nut,  Inm-auh!:  he  uiiiarnt^td  hiintclf  fmin  it ;  tho  nrchhiithnp  haa 
tMip^hu  itnnio  :  let  iim  thoref<>r»  loavu  hiiii  in  hi*  iintixT  cutniMiiy  ;  let  uh  Hnk 
ttfln^vo  tof^tliur,  and  CMiitiiinu  to  ull'tir  aunie  further  olMcrvatitina  on  the  iiubjovt 
whtoh  is  Htill  tindttr  diticuMioii^ 

Tht)  (|iiotAtit>n!i  alrt-otly  a«lvlncpd  are  thow  hy  which  our  f{reat  antiquarian 
halt  t'ndt^vwirud  to  prvvo  that  the  doctrine  of  St  IVtor'a  iiii|iremacy  was  a 
thin>;  alto^t'ther  unkuowu  to,  and  never  |)rof<jwic<l  hy,  the  ancient  Church  of 
Ireland  i  tin;  Mtno  )iruUto,  however,  haa  iuduitrioiisly  niul  very  unfairly 
aochiiU'd  alto>;<>thrr  from  the  view  of  hin  ri-adL-r,  tlie  avowed  and  iinef[uivocM 
tmtimonv  of  sonto  of  the  hriKhtext  tuuiinariv>i  of  the  Iriiih  Church  ;  ho  ha« 
ilesiKnedly  i>asKed  over  many  of  the  ]ml>lic  ncta  of  t\ii»  Name  Church,  con- 
nccteil  with  tliat  doctrine^  anil  han  truatutl  with  the  kuuc  iuditfcrence  Home  of 
tho*'moHt  intcmtini;;  vanon<i  of  her  ancient  national  nynotU.  Cohimbanua, 
who  llouriHhiHl  in  the  Mixth  century,  nml  wh^Hie  learning  «tnd  winctity  cpntri- 
bntod  to  ahud  a  iu!\r  ra<lianco  around  tht>  t^lor^'  of  tliat  n^c,  may,  with  great 
justice,  lie  mhiiittc'd  an  a  com)N.-U!nt  witiU'sH  on  the  Kul>jcct  now  before  us.  In 
lus  fourth  epi'ttle  in  i>o|>e  Itunii'aco,  this  fatluT  of  the  Iriiih  Church  thus  ad- 
dnswen  the  HU|>rt'iiie  itontitT :  "  To  the  miutt  lovely  of  all  Kun>i>e  ;  to  the  head 
of  »U  the  cburclifM ;  t4f  the  beloved  father ;  to  the  exaltoil  prelate ;  to  the 
{lastor  of  |>,iHtore,"  etc.  la  Mio  IxHly  of  tlic  Ii.-th>r  be  prouiHtda  to  My  :  "  Foar 
wo  Iriith  are  diBci|ilea  of  8t.  Peter  and  of  tSt.  J'anI,  and  of  all  the  divinely 
infii)ired  canonical  writera,  adhuriiiu  constantly  to  the  evangelical  Aud  aiHM- 
t^tlical  d<H.-triii(.-.  Amongst  ub  no  Jew,  heretic  nor  Hchiamatio  can  be  found, 
but  the  Cuthiilu!  fnitb  unaltered,  iinnhaken,  preciMcly  an  we  have  r«(tivtd  it 
froiH  you,  who  are  the  Ruccomor  ttf  the  A|HMitfc)L  For  oh  1  hare  already  soitl. 
Wo  are  attached  to  (he  chair  of  St  Peter,  and  although  itome  i»  great  ami 
renowned,  yet  Mith  tu  it  it  great  aud  iiluHtriouH  only  on  account  of  tliat 
«jK>Ht«)lic  cbair.  Through  the  two  aiKwtteii  of  Christ  you  are  almost  celeiitial, 
and  itome  M  the  hmU  v/  IAk  dmrchtif  of  ih*  world."  Here  ia  iitraiKhtforwartl, 
ctmclniiive  testimony,  ho  conclniiivu  tfiat  it  would  bo  folly  to  vui|iloy  a  single 
•yUable  in  attempting  to  illiutrate  it.  But  let  us  proece<l  to  factN  :  when  in 
the  HultfMNpient  ciuitury,  tKc  contnivcrsy  conncctetl  with  the  Paschal  Quetttion 
batl  Iwcn  carritHl  to  the  uttnoHt  limits  of  excitement  and  when  in  the  national 
■yntMl  of  Old  Lei^hliii,  the  fathura  of  the  Irish  Chiu*ch  could  not  l>e  pre* 
railed  U|>on  tti  uoniu  to  some  settkil  reiiolution  on  this  subject,  what  was  the 
ultimate  and  decihive  plan  proiioHud  by  the  leading  prelates  of  the  nation  and 
iiutautly  ftdoptoil  by  the  wlif>te  ositembly?  It  was  a  rfgidar  api>ca]  to  the 
A|M)Htulic  See  ;  a  proceeding  foundutl  mit  only  on  the  doctrine  which  tlu'.y  IumI 
reoeivtHl  from  their  ptcdecemiorH,  hut  also  on  an  expKsii  canon  ratilim  and 
faande«l  down  t«>  them  by  .St  Patrick  himself.  Tliis  we  have  aJreatly  seen 
when  treating  of  the  events  of  the  seventh  contury,— &  circuinstAnc*  which 
saveti  Its  the  tnuiblo  of  any  i-ecapitulation  iu  tliis  ploca  But  to  put  the  quM- 
tion  at  rest  for  ever, — to  place  it  beyond  the  bounds  of  all  coiiiroversy,  let  us 
quote  the  canon  itself,  that  ancient  IriHh  coi^stitution  which,  Kfteeu  liimdred 
yeofH  ago,  was  ostabtiithed  by  the  gruat  a)N>8tlc  of  this  nation,  long  Iwfnre 
cither  a  heretic  or  a  schiMUiatic  bad  been  known  in  the  country ;  let  this 
canon  l>e  prcKlucttl,  and  then  the  disiiasRionate  reader  wdl  Ik*  enabled  to  juilge 
whctlier  or  not  the  ancient  Irish  Wlievcil  iu  the  mipreniocy  of  the  AiKKtoHo 
8cc.  This  condw  but  cnmprchenaive  conou  is  contaiutHi  in  these  words : 
*'.Si  qua?  (luivstioncs  in  hac  insula  oriantur,  ad  Scdcm  Ajioatfdicam  refer- 
antur. '  "If  any  quciiti<ms  (ditliculties  on  religioua  subject^)  should  arise 
in  this  islanil,  let  them  be  referred  to  the  A)>ostolic  Hue."  Or,  aa  more  fully 
cxprcjueil  in  a  canon  copied  by  Tsher  liimsulf  fn>m  an  ancient  tKxik  «)f  the 
church  iif  Armagh,  and  jtasHctl  in  the  syniMl  of  Patrick,  Auxilius,  Socnndiaiia 
and  Itenignus,  Hubfttantially  to  tlie  followiuu  efTcct :  "If  .iny  dillicult  oituse 
Khoiild  occur,  which  cannot  he  easily  decidett  by  the  Irish  prelates  aud  the  see 
of  Armagli,  we  have  decrootl  that  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  Apostolic  See, 
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that  )i«,  ti  iliu  chftir  of  ttio  a[>o«Uo  St  Putcr,  which  luth  tht»  authnnty  of  thd 
city  i)f  Itunio."  Thi*  d(>ctriiia  of  the  Hptritual  Authority  of  tho  Attoatoliv)  Sou, 
ttHiiitruhendoil  ill  thirt  cAiion,  waa  HtpjitlfoMtly  ]inictiHi<<l  liy  thf  |>iuitoni  of  the 
Irinh  (.'huix'h  lit  atl  imluM;t)Utint  |ivriiHl>i ;  it  wun  (xxilinnctl  hy  the  tlluHtrioita 
(!Kaiii)>le  of  uur  lutioual  aiMistlu  hiiiiKi^lf.  Hod  unt  tho  ■uiireiDu  authority 
uf  Uit)  chair  ut  8t.  Vot^T  l>e«n  an  tmiveiitally  receivtsl  doctrine,  what  uq- 
ceiMiity  hwl  Patrick  for  having;  reourtw  tti  Koino  [iruviuiiily  t<>  htH  entvriug' 
on  tiiu  uiiwiun  of  [Maud?  I.'ould  ho  not  have 'r«H»!tVi.<d  hin  ordination  (*ua 
Ilia  MUMiiooary  )M)wi-ni  fmm  Ht  (lennain  of  Anxt'rns  or  fniin  St  Mirtiii  of 
Tniira  ?  ThuM]  wt'iii  ]ireUt«H  of  ovknowlodgud  ominfUce,  aud  tho  mhi  over 
'  which  thuy  jin^nidcd  had  ohtaiixil  a  hi^h  rank  iu  the  ChriHtiun  t'hurcli, 
yet  HO  tiiitf  tlmt  thoy  wvrv  tho  very  men  who  aont  our  ajioKtIc  U}  \m[w  Cislea- 
tinu,  in  onli'r  that  fn>iu  that  sui-crHwir  uf  St.  I'ct^T  ho  niiuht  nici-ive  his  ordi- 
nation, to^vthor  with  huit  |K)Wcni  to  cnti'r  on  the  ituliTiine  onttrriiriKC  for 
which  Hvavcn  dcsif^neil  bini.  'i'liiH  fidf-Kiuiie  doctrine  ho  has  transinitttNl  to 
hii  succ««iiorB ;  hy  them  hoif  it  boon  handed  down  with  aacrtMl  revei'enco 
from  Olio  j^eneratiitn  of  laHtora  to  another,  ami  althonuh  tho  awont  and  tJie 
8t<>nn  have  raged  nnalutted  for  cetituriu-s,  noverthotcM  ttie  Catholic  Church  uf 
Ireland  hoH  |in)Cecded  niajesticalty  in  her  coitnse,  never  for  nn  inataiit  aejia- 
ratin^  hersult  from  the  great  centre  of  unity,  or  from  tliat  B|>o«tfdic  doctnne 
with  which  Hhe  woh  entrn»ited.  and  which  tlounsheM  at  thin  day  aa  viguroualy 
as  (hiring  tlie  fuin-nt  autl  hrightettt  eixwh  of  her  primitive  ulory. 

Thk  8iiitiru'K  01"  TUB  Ma.-w.— Oh  tliia  auhjet-t  iw  weU  aa  on  tho  real  pre- 
aence  of  the  \>*»\y  and  hUMHt  of  Chnnt  in  the  socmnient  of  tho  Kncliariht  the 
and)t>iHlio[>  a|i[>eftrv  to  have  Uen  completely  puuled.  C'umiiellul  hy  tlio 
une«liiiv(H-a)  teiitimony  of  our  writon»,  onr  liturgies,  and  our  canons,  ho  was 
obliged  to  a'tniit  that  tho  ancient  Iruth  wcru  in  the  comiLint  practice  of 
otrvriiig  up  the  KiicliuriHtic  mtcrilieo.  uml  tliat  ^Ioakc?,  tomiotl  lit'fuinu  Mnsttt, 
uxetl  Ut\>f  tlaily  celebrated.  luiKeil,  so  inttsrwoven  in  tho  doctrine  of  tho 
Kucharlstic  ^acrilicb  with  the  whole  lH^ly  of  onr  national  rt'cortU.  that  in  order 
to  deny  itn  practice,  he  Bhonld  neecHtarily  reject  tho  anti(|uities  of  the 
country  alt^'gethor.  C'ogiioHiu.  in  his  bfe  of  St  Hrigid.  and  in  bid  iH-autifiU 
dettoription  of  the  church  of  Kddare,  aaya,-  "there  were  two  door*  lead* 
iug  into  the  church  ;  by  ouo  d<Mir  tho  biiihop  together  with  hiri  clergy 
untcrcd,  for  thu  pnrjHtKe  of  itnmulating  Uie  LuriCa  itncrijief,  and  by  the 
other  tho  ftbboM  aud  ht-r  iinna  eiitereil.  that  thoy  might  enjoy  the  banquet  of 
t/if  Iwlff  unit  iitt/oil  of  Jritun  t'hrift  '  lu  tho  nticieiit  Acta  of  St  Columl)kiU, 
written  by  Atlnuman,  it  is  statwl  tliat  when  St;  Croiian  was  ou  a  visit  at 
tho  uioim^teiy  of  Hy,  he  wan  ilirpt^tcd  hy  St  C-ohuulta  to  otTcr  tho  aacritice^ 
or,  OH  the  Venerable  author  exitreti^tes  it,  **  To  iiirri.'^,  actvrttiti!/  to  custom,  the 
boilytf'i'/ii-i'it."  We  read  in  tfio  ancient  lifeuf  8t  Kieran  of  Saigir,  thaton 
every  (.'hriatmas  night  tho  saint  was  ocmistomed  U)  rcitair  to  the  nunnery  of 
St  Cm'chea,  "Ihiil  thnr  hf  tniy/ii  oji'tr  up  thr  hotiy  of  Chn»t,^'  In  tine,  when 
ever  any  <if  tbe.^e  nntioiit  Irish  writerA  are  treating  mi  tbia  auLni^^t  Atd>jt^t,  tho 
term's  wbii-h  they  invarialily  empliy  are  "the  Sacrilico  of  Solvatiou—the 
SncriliciiU  My«t«ry— tho  Myutene,"*  of  tho  Saerttice."  It  would  l>e  an  cnilleu 
^jUuik,  and  Would  curry  ua  Iwyoiid  our  intended  liniitn,  <wero  we  to  give  iiuer- 
vtiuft  111  this  place  to  au  Aliuost  couiitlc.'<s  ma.«8  of  authorities  which  could  be 
a(l|M%wd  from  the  imcicnt  writers  and  fatbera  of  the  Irish  Church.  The 
uauoiiM  ninul  Utuigies  to  which  we  t.\ii^  Mtrcitfter  refer,  will  fonn  another 
IMiwcrffil  urgunu-nt  in  supjMtrt  of  <llMri/)><v4itiou,  while  it  mnnt  lie  repeated 
■  that  ('obi-r,  unable  Uy  resist  auch  a  bA^if  evidence,  was  coni|>elled  to  acknow- 
ledge th.tt  the  micrilice  of  the  Ma-ss  ww*  a  doctrine  universally  believed  and 
pmctinvtl  fi-oni  the  e.\rlic«t  |>crii>(Uin  tho  Church  '*f  Ireland,  Hanng  l>eon 
llius  com-traiiiwl  to  make  this  im]>ortAnt  conceMion,  the  reailer  will,  no  doubt 
be  a<nnewbat  ast<)nishedattlicret-Ulc4d  itirugglo  which  hciiiakeain  attemiiting 
to  extricflte  liimscU  from  the  dilticnlty ;  while  at  the  Hamo  timo  ho  endeo- 
VQun  to  im|H«u  on  hi;*  rt^sdcr<,  by  tirotending  that  it  was  only  a  socriHoe  of 
thanksgiving,  and  as  such  watt  olt'w->it  up  lor  thoae  happy  aoida  who  were 
in  the  ]K)!«acit4iou  of  eternal  Uiiw,  burfhat  it  hod  not  lieen  bclicvctl  or  prac- 
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tiwcl  in  the  ancient  Iriiih  ('^hnrch  as  a  mcrijicr  of  propitiation.  In  onlur  to 
MtAbliHli  tliii  Hweo|iiii){  pro|MMiti(in,  a  fovr  )8<>late<l  t|iiutattouH  frnm  Ailamnan'* 
lifn  of  .St  ('iiliiinki  urv  niuNt  iHtni|>niialy  ihymIucciL  In  one  of  theao  it  U 
Mill,  "that  C'lilimibkill  u,iiih«!i1  nil  tliinf^rit  t<>  Ito  profiaretl  for  tlie  Kiiuhariat. 
wht^n  bo  tmil  wh;u  the  wtiil  of  St.  Hrt-rMlun  receivf^t  l>y  the  ausels."  On 
another  uccaxion,  when  tho  death  of  t.'ohnnlMUinn,  binhiiji  of  LuioBter,  oc- 
cuiTetl,  the  mtnt^  Haint  in  rc|iro8vntptt  oh  hariiif*  octeU  under  similar  reltKtoufl 
fcelingi*,—*'  Knr,"  iiayii  he,  "I  nin»t  thiii  <Iny  celfhratt- tho  holy  niyBt<!ne»  f»f  the 
Knuharidt,  for  the  rttvurence  of  timt  houI,  which  thiH  nij^nt,  W'\n^  carrieil 
iHiynnil  tho  utarry  Hnnoinont  lM!t\re«n  the  choirs  of  an^elit,  ANcoinlod  into 
{•anKlutt-/     From  thonu  jtoasa^'es  the  at-i  liliiihn|i  InlxnirH  hnnl  t)  |ien<ua<te  his 

"* reader,  tliat  with  tho  ancit>i)t  Irihh  the  Kncharirttiu  oblation  wan  alwaytt  rme 
of  thanksgiving,  ami  tluit  it  nevt^r,  forvooth,  woh  an  otVvrina  of  propitia- 
ttun.  Dut,  pray,  by  what  prooeuM  ttf  fair  ruasontng  in  be  entitled  to  draw  thia 
uoniprehontive  irifi-ronoef  Where  in  tho  iflnri,  ovon  jiartiaUy  ao((uaint*'d 
with  tho  prinrtpb'H  of  (Catholicity,  who  dix-a  not  know  that  the  t'athnlio 

^  Cbnrch  hnldH  thtt  Hacritico  t>f  tho  MaHH  to  Ih;  a  saorilii-e  Ixith  of  thankflxiv- 
ing  and  of  propitiiitiou?  In  the  cAsen  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  extracts, 
th«  savrilice  was  ccitainly  olb-rt'd  by  way  of  thankt^iving.  but  it  does 
not  from  honee  follow  that  it  lud  nfrvr  l>een  oirrn^d  as  a  propitiation. 
On  tho  contrary,  thin  niyhticat  oblation  wai  always  conaidcroif  by  tho 
ancient  Iriwh  as  propitiatory,  and  U>  dcmonstratu  tliin  tniih  we  Hhall  have 
rDcounte  Ut  Buoh  authorities  an  cannot  by  any  |MWhibilitv  tw  called  into  ques- 
tion. Of  all  tho  HourccH,  whether  moral  or  [thysical,  by  which  the  faith  or 
discipline  of  any  national  church  can  l>e  ascertaininl,  the  surcNt  anil  most 
indiRpntil>hi  iK  to  \w  found  in  tho  imblic  acts  of  that  ('hnrch,  that  iH,  in  tho 
oxiHtnig  canoiiH  which  were  jtasMOit  at  the  national  eymHUt.  coniiHiHed  of  tho 
fathunt  and  giianlians  of  that  church.  Taking  our  Rtand  on  thin  principle,  we 
shall  now  bare  rcconrHo  t**  th?  ancient  ciniona  of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  and 
make  it  ap|)oar  a-t  evident  an  the  sun  n>lliug  in  the  heavons,  that  the  Eiicha- 
ristic  oblation  waa  ctmnidcnHl  by  tho  (.'hurch  of  Ireland  not  only  as  a  sa- 
critieo  of  thankugiving,  but  alno  of  propitiation.  In  au  ancient  canon  con- 
tained in  D'Achery's  t'olleetion,  (1.  2,  cap.  xx.)  the  synwl  says  :  "The  Church 
otrera  for  tho  hoiiIh  of  tho  deccaM.iI  in  four  ways :  for  the  very  gooil  the  obla- 
tioUH  are  niniply  thanksgivings ;  for  the  very  Iwd  thuy  Ik'conie  couHoIations  to 
the  Itvinu ;  for  such  an  wore  not  very  guio^  the  nblatiouM  are  made  in  onler  to 
ottaiH /uU  reiitissUm  ;  andfor  tluwe  who  werfe  not  very  bad,  thtt  fhrir  fimishmmt 
tnng  bt  rmilertd  unttt  lolenible."  Here  we  have  tho  d<K-'trine  of  the  Buchariatio 
oblaticui  being  a  propitiatory  wicritiee  in  plain  uncuuivoeal  terniK.  When  it  is 
otferod  up  for  si»iila  that  are  very  g<HNl,  that  are  Ides-ttHl  and  happy,  it  is  in 
that  case  (nayH  tho  canon)  a  bacrilice  of  thanksgiving  ;  and  of  thin  ileHcription 
was  tho  ol>latii>n  of  St.  Coliunbo,  alrcaily  nnticetl :  hhould  it  l>c  olVertHl  for  flonla 
that  were  very  ImuI  in  the  niuht  of  Heaven,  oven  wi  the  faithful  on  cArth  will 
derive  couaohktion  from  it.  Itut  Nhould  the  sacrilico  Im  offered  for  Huch  w*  wero 
not  very  gtVKt  or  were  not  very  liati,  then  tho  object  of  it  is,  that  tho  imniHh- 
ment  to  which  these  kouIh  were  Hubject*'d  may  Ik-  renden;<i  more  tolerable, 
and  that  they  may  at  length  obtain  lull  pardon.  What  do  you  cjdl  this  but 
propitiation,  and  of  Huch  a  character  aliui,  that  it  not  only  di>cidcH  our  ttrescnt 
subject,  but,  inurenver,  erttabliHboH  in  tho  dearest  manner  tliat  the  Catholio 
doctrine  of  praying  for  tho  dea*!,  was  a  tenet  univenuilly  believed  aud  ttrao* 
titwil  in  tho  ancient  Church  of  Ireland.  With  tliis  imiKutant  canon  I'sber 
wan  Well  nci|iiaint4Ml,  why  thfen  haa  he  not  pi'o<Incc<l  it,  why  has  ho  con- 
ccaleii  it  alNiiretbiT  fnini  the  view  «f  liis  reader?  He  knew  right  well  tliat 
liott  tl)iH  public  document,  tliis  xoMnu  attestation  of  tho  Irish  Church,  l>een 
pnKJucitl,  the  uliolo  Itaf^ch'Ha  fabric  of  bin  hoiKJosa  cause  would  noon  fall -io 
pieco.i—  the  truth  Hhonid  then  c»nie  forth — it  would  l>o  out  of  biu  itower  to 
iu)|>OHe  any  htnger  on  the  credulity  of  tho  public.  But  may  wt^  lie  allt>wed  t4> 
aMk,  when  a  man  undertakes  a  »tatement  in  which  the  rchgiotot  ehniTutcr  of  a 
whole  nation  in  involved,  and  that  he  ntandn  iiot^trioitsly  guilty  of  a  flagrant 
and  wiit'ul  Hupprt'eition  of  the  trutli,  what  claim  can  that  man  have  to  crodi- 
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bility?  It  miwt,  moreover,  be  ronurkeil,  that  tlio  qiioktion  now  licfore  ua  u 
not,  nirirtly  ii|>eaMn^,  a  |MpIi*iiiipal  one  ;  it  in  nut  wtietncr  tlie  Catholic  doctriDO' 
n^lativu  U»  tlw  MiXiTitice  of  the  Mow*  \te  rij^ht  pr  wmng,  or  whether  the  auoicnt 
Irixh  were  riuht  or  were  wn>tig,in  bojievinK  it  to  U)  a  sacrilice  of  projiitiation  ; 
but  the  qiioHtion  iH,  tltil  they  believe  it  Ut  bo  i)r(>|)itiat«iry  ?     licDcii,  it  in  alto- 

S'thcr  an  liiHt<thcal  ({uoitiou.  L'nher  timb>rtAkeii  t«  (leliiioatc  the  character  of 
10  niuiient  Irifh  :  he  repnfU'iitti  thuiii  aM  holitiiig  the  Kuuharititic  oblation  to  bo 
nothing  moro  than  •  '""»*  nacritice  uj  tbank(jj;iTing  ;  be  reprcnoiita  tbem  a« 
ilitTchnu  '*  t<ito  cn-lo"'  from  their  Catholio  tlcucoudantii  of  the  present  «Uy : 
their  character,  thcrvrure,  reMU^d  in  bin  hantbi,  wbilo  houour  ami  juHtico  re- 
(|nin-4l  timt  ho  Mboiihl  have  dealt  with  it  fairly  and  candidly.  Hacl  Imj  Iioen 
iticliiieii  to  act  in  an  upright  manner,  he  would,  in  the  tint  iniitanoe,  havo 

IiriMliiciMl  tliia  canon,  and  tben  let  bim,  it  he  were  able,  convince  lui  readers 
hat  it  did  not  or  coidd  not  niilitatu  againttt  the  jtosition  on  which  bo  Met  ont> 
He  Hlit'idd  do  the  K.imi)  with  their  lituruicit ;  in  a  wunl,  aa  it  VM  an  historical 
buliject,  he  ihould  fairly  treat  it  at  such,  and  not  by  ol>triuling  a  few  garbled 
isolated  extracta—  which,  by-tliu-bye,  jtrove  nothing  for  bin  caiiite-  endeavour  to 
gain  a  currency  for  bis  own  aliNurd  invcutioua,  and  at  the  aaine  time  malign 
and  depreciate  the  cliaract*^>r  of  an  ancient,  a  faithful,  and  a  steadfastly  urtho- 
dnx  i>oople. 

To  the  aforeuud  canon  may  l>e  addetl  another  still  moro  ancimit ;  it  ia  the 
twelfth  aiiiong  the  canons  of  the  synml  of  St  Patrick,  aiul  ia  entitled,  *'  0/  the 
Oblation Ji/r  tha  Itead,"  in  these  words  :  "Hoar  tli«  ai>ostle  Haying,  /A«r«  ua  tin 
untn  dtath,  I  do  not  Mjf  tktU/or  il  tiny  one  tia  jmiy.  Alui  the  \AiTt\ :  i>a  not  give  tht 
httly  to  tloffM.  For  be,  who  will  not  dcxerve  t*t  rocinvo  tlie  Sacniico  dunnf^  hia 
life,  tiow  can  it  httji  him  after  biH  daatb  T  From  this  canon  it  follows,  that  the 
Saoritico  wan  accnst^imetl  to  be  ofTeretl  np  fitr  the  pnr|>**'>e  of  helping,  and  that 
of  oourso  it  wa»  coiiniderttl  itropttiaioty.  The  aiu  mito  death,  aliovo  referred 
to,  in  that  of  linal  impenitence.  For  i>arsona  dyinu  in  this  state,  that  is  for 
im])cntt«nt  sinners,  the  Macriflcs  was  not  otlensl,  and  why  ?  bci'ause  it  could 
not  help  them.  "For,  (oays  the  canon.)  he  who  will  not  deM'r\'o  t«>  receive 
tho  Sacridcfl  durin>{  his  life,  how  can  ithttp  hint  after  bis  death  V  Hcncoitia 
clear  that  be  who  did  deserve  t4>  rcct-ivu  it  during  bfo  could,  according  t«>  the 
'  fathers  of  tbo  synod,  recaive  hrlp  from  it  after  dtMith ;  in  conscimencc  it  be- 
comes propitiatory.  Now,  thin  canon  of  Mt  F.ttrick  ban,  in  tlie  tiamls  of  the 
arcbliiahoR  sliantl  the  same  fate  with  the  former;  be  has  cushioned  them 
iMith,  while  at  the  same  time  be  baa  treated  the  cliaracter  of  oura|K>Ktle,  of  the 
'fathers  of  tlic  Irirtb  Cbureb,  and  of  the  nation  at  large,  in  a  kuaimcr  manifestly 
unbecoming  tluit  of  a  man  of  principle  or  a  sehular. 

We  have  already  alludeil  to  the  ancient  liturgies  of  the  Irisb  Church  ;  let  lu 
tbcnfore  in  a  bru>f  manner  examine  one  of  these,  and  see  whether  or  not 
tho  ancient  Irish  Iwlieved  the  sncnfico  vt  tho  Mass  to  bo  one  of  j>ropitiation. 
For  this  pur|)ose  the  roader  ^hall  l>o  referred  to  thu  ancient  Iri^li  MiHsal,  tho 
Curaus  Sc«it<>nim.  Aaailescriptionof  this  very  ancient  Missal  shall  Iw  given  in 
a  HulMcqueut  np|H>ndix,  we  shall  now  have  n-counic  to  some  of  tbc  orati<mH,  or 
an  they  are  callcil  in  the  Missal,  conttiMiontt,  in  order  to  pbow  that  the  niassea 
contained  therein  wtre  pntpitiatory.  In  tbo  Maxs  ,for  tho  dead,  cntitlctl 
"  /Vw  (/f/ssWi*,"  is  containtHl  the  fojiowinu  oration  :  "(Jraut,  O  J^rd,  to  him, 
thy  servant  decenao*!,  tho  i^aidon  f»f  all  bis  sinn,  in  that  secret  attode,  where 
there  is  no  longer  room  for  (wnance  ;  do  yon.  0  ChriKt,  receive  the  soul  of  thy 
ser\'ai)t,  which  thouliast  given,  and  forgive  bini  his  treH|iat>H<>s  more  abundantly 
than  he  lias  fiprgiveu  those  who  have  trespassed  against  bim."  This  Miasal  baa 
also  a  Mass  for  tho  living  and  tho  dejul.  '*  liro  viti*  el  •lfj\tmru'$^"  in  which  wo 
read  the  following  oration  :  '*  Pn>pitiously  grant,  that  this,  sacretl  oblation  may 
be  pntlitnble  to  the  deail.jn>«lHaii)ing  jtanlon,  and  to  the  living  in  fibtainins 
salvation  :  grant  t»  tbem  (the  living  and  tho  dead)  the  full  remissiun  of  aO 
their  siiiH  and  that  intlulgcncc  wlii<:b  tboy  have  always  desurvcil." 

Were  it  necessary,  we  could  illustratt.'  tlie  subject  by  a  host  of  aitditional  evi- 
dence ;  tho  authorities,  however,  which  have  Unm  nlreadv  a^lvanced  must,  in 
the  mind  of  everj-  fair,  impartial  reatler,  becotuidcrcd  conclusive  ;  they  exhibit 
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iu  the  pUincfit  t«rnui  what  wu  the  faittf  of  tho  ancient  Irish  on  this  most  im- 
pnrtMit  ilogiiuk,  an  well  an  ttio  folly  of  the  man  yrho  untlertook  td  malign  thsir 
creiMl,  and  imiNiw^  on  the  public  )ty  hii  cxtnivnfpint  mtiro|trt«entatioii8. 

Tub  Hrai.  t'iii»r.KrE  — In  uidcaTuuring  to  hteur  his  conrHc  thnniuh  thn  last 
luhject,  the  na'hl>iKlin|i  hood  fciuutl  himself  WhcI  with  iiisunnoiiutablu  difficul- 
ties ;  but  when  ho  had  ciiifimd  on  the  doctrino  of  the  real  |ircReace  of  the 
l>ody  and  MimhI  of  I'hmt  in  the  fUifrnm(<nt,  and  vonttnvil  to  show  that  it 
waM  nover  nuinboml  anmnK  tho  reliKious  tonct8  of  the  niicient  Irish,  he  was 
clt^nrly  comiK<l)<>d  to  alxindon  tho  enterprizc  If  clear  ^nd  oxpressivo  la'nmiage 
Ih)  admitt«>4l,  the  uiiivt-rHal Iwlief  cf  thin  a|HifttoIi<'al  doctrine  in  tlie ancient (Tiiirch 
of  Irolnnd  is  as  inoontostaldy  eiitahliHht'df  ah  the  very  existcnrt.-  aniungnt  them 
of  l.'briHtmnity  itaolf.  l)oea  it  not  fulhtw,  a»  a  ngiilor  oOmllary  from  the  ttwtimo- 
nisft  which  have  Innsn  alnrady  advanceil  on  the  wurilice  of  tbo  Maw,  that  tbo 
real  |>re«encu  of  Chriift  In  tbo  Kucharist  was  a  doctrine  miivenially  iH^Uovod 
frifm  tbo  very  infancy  of  our  national  Cburcb  ?  otherwise,  wkat  means  that 
strong  exjin'HHidii  of  St.  rnlnmha,  "to  maJte  acvinlhig  to  oubm  tha  bodf  of 
Chri$t ;"  or  thoHc  words  of  ( '<igitoHHn,  that  the  bi(thoj»  entered  by  one  door  "  to 
immofatt  (he  l.nrd't  Sacri^cr"  wlllb:  Ht  BHgid  and  her  nuns  entt're<l  by  another 
*'  thaf.  tfity  mj/hl  fkirlake  of  ike  bnn^uel  oj' tA«  iMtJf/ and  blood  of  Jtsvt  C/iritt'  t  But  as 
we  kIibII  biive  (M-caiion  {<)  prcKluoe  xoine  further  testimony  in  the  seijue),  lot  iis 
tirat  attend  \a\  tb<>  archbishoii,  and  endeavour  to  learn  on  what  ^^uimds  he  could 
•o  confidently  assert^  that  tiiu  real  prvtcnce  of  the  l>ody  and  blood  of  Christ 
in  tbo  Kiicliarint  was  a  doctrine  with  whicb  the  ancient  Church  of  Ireland 
WBB  totally  mmiqnaiiitetl.  Here  the  n^atlor  may,  |ierlui|M,  cz|>uct  to  find  an 
ovorwhdmiiif;  luttH^tion  nf  authoritiea,  or  at  least  some  one  authority  containing 
a  |>oNitivo  denial  of  tho  doctrine.  Jliit  no  Hucb  thin^  aii{>eara ;  fur  in  the 
K«veml  [taasagTH  which  L'hher  fiiund  scattereil  throu>i;hout  tho  works  of  these 
ancient  writ4>r«,  the  Kncharint  In  distinctly  called  Uie  ImmIv  of  the  Lord,  tlio 
Ixnly  ami  TiIikkI  of  Christ,  the  sacrament  ot  tbo  most  sacretl  WHiy  and  blood  of 
tba  Ixtrd  ;  expressions  jwrft'ctty  similar  to  th<m«  UHed  by  all  Catbolii-s  at  tlie 

^tretl('nt  day-  Tnabte  to  resist  Sneb  obvious  laiigna^e,  be  wanders  completely 
ront  the  subjocti  anfl  at  length  iH  com)>eIIcil  ttwrest  tbo  whole  merits  of  his  case 
oiv  an  extract  splccte<l  from  the  writings  itf  8ediUiuB,lthe  commentator  wliom 
we  have  alreuly  had  occasion  to  notice,  in  bis  commentary  on  iit  Paul's  first 
epiMtle  to  tbt'  (.'orinthians  (xi.  24).  touching  the  words  "  im  rememiraiKS  of  rut," 
•Setlidius  olHicrves  "  that  Christ  has  left  a  memory  of  bimitelf  unto  us,  just  as 
if  one  that  was  gning  on  a  dihtaut  jtmmey,  abonld  leave  isomc  token  with  liim 
whom  bo  lovcil ;  that  as  often  as  be  U-beld  it  bo  might  call  t<i  remembrance  his 
benclits  and  friendshiik"  It  would  re<[Uire  an  extraordinary  mind  to  diKcover 
anytliiug  in  Uun  lussage  whicb  could  excludo  the  real  pn<scuco  of  Christ  iu 
thf  xacrament ;  on  tlie  contrary,  his  real  preMince  w  that  which  makes  it  on 
invaluable  token  of  his  1ovl>.  The  commentator,  too,  was  H]>eaking  the  Ian- 
mwgo  of  CatholiiH  when  he  said,  that  f;hriNt  h:is  left  unto  us  a  mmiory  of 
biniHelf ;  fur  uvitv  Catholic  acknouletlget  that  this  mysterious  sacnunent  is 
ctmimi'moratffe  of  the  FiuH'LTinj^s  of  ChriHt,  although  Christ  himself  Ik*  verily 
and  substantially  contained  tharein,  yet  in  a  manner  not  subjected  to  our 
seAsos.  The  real  presence  of  ChriH  under  the  |acrauiental  tt]>ccied  liy  no 
means  prevents  it  from  l)eing  a  mtmorial ;  it  evtn  makes  the  memorial 
more  impressive  and  endearing.  There  is  nothing  then  in  tho  expressions 
employed  by  Sedulius  whicb  c<>uld  iudicate  a  denial  of  the  real  presence ; 
on  tho  coutmry,  tbeso  very  same  axpressicms  have  Itecn  re-ecbiH?tl  by 
many  of  tbo  moit  eminent  doctors  and  Catholic  writers  of  every  ago.  St- 
I'honiaS  of  Aipiin,  in  a  hymn  which  be  i-omiMiseil  for  the  feast  of  Corpus 
Vhrttti,  says,  "That  in  tlie  Koeranient  is  kept  up  th<xmemor>'  of  that  mutt 
excellent  charity,  which  Christ  manifested  in  IiIm  iHusvoii— and  Uiat  in  the  last 
siip|ter,  when  having  cclebraterl  tlie  r<v*cb  ivitb  llis  ilisciplos,  aa  lie  was  about 
to  jutss  from  this  world  to  His  Katlier,  He  instituted  tbin  xacrament  as  a  f^r- 
jtetual  mrjiioiUil  of  His  |iassion,  and  thun  has  left  a  singular  consolation  to  the 
{let^fus  grjevetl  for  His  al«»ence."  Will  archbishop  Isher  umlertake  to  say 
that  St  Thomas  of  Aquiu  did  not  Iwlicve  in  the  real  presence  ;  and  yet  where 
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i»  the  (UfTurenco  Iwtwecii  hiR  Uufjiia^o  ami  tbiit  which  hu  been  lUready  (itioteil 
fmin  SediiliiiM?  Ho  has,  it  npix'^ra,  Likoii  a  pnrticiitar  fancy  to  the  cvMenco 
of  thin  dintiiiguinhtHl  rummftitntiif  ;  ho  ]irtifowwH  n  mngiiUr  veneration  fi<r  hia 
niimtt,  am)  M-tn  thn  hi^hefit  v-.lu(>  on  his  tt-fltimnny  ;  hut  wo  tihall  Mum  nee  how 
unfairly,  how  ilishrtnornhly  he  haii  ilualt  with  both  thu  writini^  and  tho 
oharactur  of  thiH  ancient  and  leomeil  author.  SeduHiia,  in  n  |NuaaKe  tnimo- 
diaUily  antocwhiiit  to  the  one  ntrcaily  noticetl,  whihi  commenting  on  thowonht 
of  (.'hnst,  aiii(UotL>d  by  !St.  I'lEld  :  "  Tnke  nndtnt ;  ihit  i»  my  />'kA/,"  has  theao  wordi 
— "  An  if  I'aid  ttaid,  iNtwaro  not  to  vai  that  tHMiy  unworthily,  whurcati  i(  m  fA« 
body  ofChritl,"  Now  it  niitst,  in  the  lirMt  |>laco,  !><>  rt>markiM,  that  thin  (mmm);^ 
hoH  bi«n  altogether  otnitt^'d  by  IjHhfr;  and  aeeundly,  while  it  contains  an  ox- 

Ithvit  avowal,  that  tho  Kuchnriat  iit  tho  IxKly  of  (Jhri-nt,  it  must  at  the  mime 
into  Merx'u  i/*  iUuntrab*  thu  coninientitor'a  meaning  of  tho  Hentvnet)  which  im- 
me«liately  followrt,  and  which,  aa  we  liave  ttecn  alxtve,  has  bci-n  of  no  lue  what- 
ever Ui  tho  ho|K)IusH  cantH'  of  our  nncandid  opixinent. 

In  fact,  tl/o  united  tivitiinj)ny  of  our  anciont  roconla,  and  the  whole  chain  of 
circunintanee.i  cnnnectcd  with  the  hititory  of  the  Irtnh  Church,  mtint  clearly 
demoHhtratu  the  extmvoganco  of  tho  unuse  which  I'nher  so  frratuit)nHly  at- 
tempted t«)  e»tal)lisli.  It  may  Ite  recollected  that  our  ajwiitle  St  Tatrick 
c«mverted  Kthnca  and  I'Vthlimio,  the  dani;htorB  of  Leo^ire  :  tho  Tn|iartito 
life,  writU'n  by  Ht  Kvin,  kivvh  U4  tho  fulLwing  remarkable  accoimt  of  this 
event:  "JUitwhen  they  had  l>eon  muro  and  more  do?4irona  to  Itehold  their 
spotiKo,  the  holy  man  (St  I'atrick)  nays  to  them,  *c!othiMl  in  mortal  Ue^h  ye 
ejinnot  Heo  th<>  Son  of  (iikI  ;  but  to  liehold  him  in  the  tiri^htnesa  of  Hia  majof<ty, 
it  ii  necessary  to  lay  axide  the  corruptible  covering  of  thwh,  and  tirxt  Ut  receivo 
J/U  body  and  bliioil  li/in<f  cfncealed  n/itr  »h  inrU^de  manner  tinder  the  form  ami  tptdtt 
of  btttul  »hJ  I'-tW.'  t.>n  hearing  thew  wonbi,  the  virgins,  iiitlauied  with  more 
ardent  love,  iuRtantly  Iwggeil  to  receive  the'  communion  of  M<  ifitcrnmeiU 
of  the  botly  and  blowi  of  Ckri$t."  Surely  no  Catholic  at  the  prcHent  day  could 
Hticak  or  write  in  mnro  clear  and  exprctwive  langua^o  than  this.  In  the  fourth 
hfe  of  St.  I!ri;{id  it  is  Htate<l,  that  "  St  Nennidh,  on  hearing  that  the  ble»sed 
Brigid  wftu  hick,  went  to  nee  her,  and  at  the  hour  of  hot  departure  she  receive«l 
tkf  biniji  and  blood  of  our  lAirtl  Jtttui  Vh  ri$U  M«  ^n  of  the  living  Coil,  f  ntm  the  moot 
pun;  hands  Of  tho  ttaint,  a<4  she  herself  had  foretold."  In  ttkc  manner  we  rood,* 
that  *'St'  Fechin  having  l^ecn  i^irongtheuetl  by  the  tncrament  of  the  mott  holy 
liody  ami  Mood  of  the  /.oit/,  rexigneil  hiit  <toul  to  his  Creator."  Ht  CidumbanuK, 
aft«r  having  in  hia  Penitential,  cnjoinc<l  the  necessity  of  confetfiion  Itefuro 
Mass,  has  these  words  :  *'  For  the  attar  is  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  and  hii  body 
which  ii  thtrr  with  his  blood  marks  out  those  who  appmack  in  an  unworthy 
Rtatit."  What  language  can  bo.  plainer  than  this?  "  His  InMly  which  isihcre 
(on  the  attAr)  with  his  blood,"  etc.,  how  could  it  bo  there  if  there  was  nothing 
but  the  tlgun% — how  could  it  Imi  there  if  it  were  ahsent?  Had  Coltmittanus 
indeeil  foreseen  tliat  such  a  man  as  archbi.shop  Cnher  would  at  ii«>mc  diHtaut 

Iterioil  start  up  and  make  an  atb'nipt,  by  misrepreMentiug  his  words,  to  malign 
he  ancient  n^ligiou  of  that  country,  of  which  the  great  Haint  was  the  glory 
and  ornament  it  in  very  iind>able  tJiat  the  above  coneihe  but  concIuKivv  sen- 
tence might  l>e  folhm'G4l  by  Homeuiing  elne — by  a  warning,  wluch,  it  is  |>ro- 
Imble,  might  l>e  diHrocarde*!,  hut  would  not  on  that  account  be  thu  IctM  awful. 
Tho  nnniWr  of  similar  quotations  which  could  bo  produced  woidd  till  a 
volume,  but  wo  Hwm  it  unuttecMory  to  wosto  any  more  time  on  the  sub- 
ject, i^fore,  Jutwcve.r,  wo  put  a  ch*se  ti  thiH  {laragranh,  let  us  for  a 
moment  eontempLite  tlie  |Mx^uliar  circumstances  of  the  Irian  Church  at  this 
early  iwriml.  Her  miKxionaries,  nay,  her  aiHistles,  had  been  scattered  over 
the  surface  of  Kuroiiu  :  ColumKiuus  woa  preaching  at  Bobhiti,  ({alius  at  Con- 
stance, Uumold  in  Mecklin,  Vii^ilius  in  Saltzburg,  Donatus  in  Tuscany  ;  and 
theK«  men  were  all  in  coiuitant  connexion  with  tlic  heotl  of  tho  Church,  and 
were  bold  in  tho  highcat  eMteem  tioth  by  tho  A]K>^tolic  ISeo  and  by  the 
prelates    of   all    the    national    ehua'hes    thrt>nghont    the   westera   worid 

*  lechlu'i  Lirr,  d)ai>.  xlriii. 
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Would  tliia  r«H|H>ct,  thin  veDfratiuii  bare  been  |iai>l  Ui  tliem  had  tbey  denied  the 
nal  pn^netice  uf  ('hriKt  in  Ui«  wiorament,  rt-H-ctod  the  aacrifico  of  the  Muan,  or 
rtiuouncitl  the  Nii|»rtiiuai'y  fff  thu  a|Hwt<>liti  ctiiiir,  dwlrint*  tthick  at  tAtit  lime  uvtv 
pro/tittdnU ottr  t/ie  C/truiian  Church  f  If  the  <l(H.-triiu;  oC  tliew; ajKiHtiilic  Irinhtucii 
natl  liM-n  ditch  at  U»iherciiflL>av<mni  to  rejin>Merii  it,  it  tiuuit  thvn  fttllow  that  the 
■aine  ha«l  \tveii  tliecreiHl  tif  ihullaltioan,  of  tliu  Itoman,  and  of  the  whol(>  wuttcra 
ChiiKti*  and  tk-it  coiiiit--i)viPiiUy  tlie  )n>|h.'h  Itoiiiface,  (Jre^on'  tlic  (trrat,  ('uIvh- 
tine  and  tliu  oUuT  iKuitiirtt,  who  Hat  in  the  chair  uf  tSt.  retcr  tluring  those 
aguH,  ha<l  imithcr  liolit>v«'d  nor  {irat^iitod  any  of  ttiu  ahovu-muntionud  (JathuUo 
dovtnnt'i  an  alnunlity  which  uo  man,  unkw  In'ruft  of  all  common  n^aRon, 
Wtndd  s(-rio\iHly  venture  to  imt  fi)rtt'anl.  Moruuver,  the  charact^ir  of  the  Iiiah 
Church,  in  coniKHincnco  uf  lior  Bch<Mibi  and  the  ^n.'at  influx  of  Mcholura  fnini  all 
parta  of  Kuro|w.  wax  ra[ylly  and  widoly  circulatiMl;  the  rpli){ioiui  ti-nutf*  which 
Hho  ]inift'.«U'll'U'l'H'  WMr  Known  not  nidy  t<i  the  iirelat^a  of  Britain,  hut  alito 
to  thoHii  f)f  iinwl,  llrnnany,  Italy,  and  other  gnuit  national  (.'hurchce,  yet  we 
find  that  neither  Ik-do  nor  any  other  writer  uf  tluwe  tiuca  ba^  c\-cr  avcuieil 
her  with  havin;(  denied  tlie  doctrine  uf  the  real  [iiutouce,  or  any  other  doctrine 
vmbraeeil  an^l  iucnlcat^fl  by  tliu  Catholic  (JhurttlL  We  bavt)  already  proved  that 
the  lictiuf  of  the  nnd  priMontni  wa«  that  which  watt  preached  by  our  f^rent  afkohtle 
when  he  iHinverliHl  the  nation  ;  if,  then,  the  idea  of  a  lipirativc  preHcnou  bad 
Iweu  ever  known  aiuon};Mt  them,  it  mnit  have  Iwen  introtlncod  at  some  buIkic- 
(pieut  iMiriixl.  Wt',  therefuni,  demand  by 'whom  wan  it  intn.Kluco<l,  or  wbeu 
or  how  did  tbiii  innovation  take  place;  let  lu  have  a  fair  historical  account  of 
thia  mottt  public,  nn^t  iniiiortant  event;  U-t  the  annalint  Ite  mentioned — tut  the 
nxjonl  twj  |irotIuced.  I'ntortnnaUiIy  for  the  caiiso  of  the  archbiHliop,  no  snoh 
Annalist  can  l>e  iliiicovered — no  ftuch  record  can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  all 
vni  ancient  writei'R,  all  the  remnants  ■<[  our  national  antiiinity,  witli  one  nniviT- 
MtU  t«fitiniony  pMfctaiiu  aloinl,  that  tlte  doctrine  of  tlie  read  preftenct)  of  the  boily 
uutl  bIo»<l  of  I'hriat  in  the  utcrament.  was  tlint  which  was  believed  b^  the 
ancient  Church  uf  Ireland,  in  every  dititrict  and  in  every  age,  aince  the  mtn>- 
diivtii'h  of  (.'hrittianity  into  the  country.  We,  therefore,  with  everj'  reaaou 
cnnclutb!,  that  the  ancient  Iriith  bclioveil  inthis^jront  sacrament  exactly  aa  tbc 
(y'aiholic  Chunli  ti^achets  and  ca  their  Catholic  dc^cunliinta  do  nudividedly 
-  and  ttteailfiutly  U'lievu  ut  the  ]ire9cnt  day. 

On  ri'itoAroitv.— NotwithntandinH  the  clear  xtt'rn  tcatimony  of  onr ancient 
OftnonR,  and  the  unmU'rletiH  inatanccB  of  pmycia  for  the  deail,  which  arc  t'>  be 
found  in  aInioH  all  the  ei-cIoNiaHtieal  recorda  of  the  country,  aa>hbiijiop  rtthcr 
is  detennined  tl)aM|Mik«b>ctrinu  alR>i  tthall  Im>  KulmiitUid  to  his  im[>artial  obacr- 


vatioDB,  and  roundi^^Airts  that  the  practice  of  J^raviug  for  ilcfHirtetl  houIs 
wax  a  matter  altogether  unknown  t>i  the  ancient  friah.  Lut  un,  then,  bricHy 
examine  tlie  jmrnntla  on  which  he  cndcavoum  to  cetabliHh  thiif  uioMt  extrava- 
gant iiroiMnition.  In  H  tract  Mud  to  have  Imh-ii  written  by  St  Patrick,  and 
entitled  "De  TribuH  Habitaculis,''  we  rea<l:  "There  arc  three  habitations 
under  the  ^lower  uf  the  Alnnxlity  :  the  finit,  the  towcHtt  and  the  niiildle  ;  the 
hiuheat  of  which  in  called  the  kinudnm  of  (ickI  ;  or  heaven  ;  the  lowest  ia  termed 
hftl,  and  the  niiildle  ii4  named  the  prt  scut  world,  *or  the  circuit  ot  the  earth. 
The  extremes  of  thciio  habitJttioiiH  aro  altogether  contraiy  to  each  other,  but 
the  middlu  hath^mie  remendtjancc  to  the  extremes.  For4h  tliiH  world  there  is 
a  mixture  of  giNxt  and  luul,  whi  rcaa  in  the  kingdom  of  Ood  there  are  none  bad 
but  all  gmnt ;  Imt  in  hell  tlien*  art!  none  g<MKl  but  :dl  Itad,  and  Itoth  three  placet 
are  supplied  m^>f  the  middle.  F4>r  of  the  men  (d  tliis  world,  mime  are  ex- 
alted til  heaven"  onnim  are  thniHtdown  into  hell.  For  like  are  joined  iiiito 
like,  that  ii  tt>  t»ay,  gotnl  to  gotHi  and  U'ul  to  bad— just  men  to  angeU,  tnini>- 
grcwiotit  to  diiiolHidiunt  angels.  The  blcttsoil  iu-evalted  to  the  kingdom  prejiarei,! 
fur  them  from  the  lK>ginniiia  of  the  world,  and  the  wick(?d  are  drivt-n  into  eter- 
nal lin>,  M'hich  iH  {ire|>aretl  bir  the  devil  and  hit*  atigelrt."  In  the  limt  place  it 
miutt  be  remarked  tliat  there  exists  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  author 
of  the  work  "  l>c  Trilnnt  Flabiticniix.  Some  ascrilto  it  tu  St  Patrick,  others 
to  8t.  .\u>;u.'4tin,  ami  many  to  St  Hernanl.  Secondly,  admitting  it  to  Ite  the 
Work  "f  St.  I'idiick,  it  itniOMnth  to  no  more  thati  a  mere  negative  argument ; 
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tloen  it  follow  hocitiiw  the  author  u  »ilei)t  an  to  a  place  of  purgation,  that  hn 
did  not  ImjIisvo  in  tho  exiattrnce  of  any  such  ]ilaco !  Jliinlly,  an  account  of  this 
atatn  of  tcniiNirary  (mnitthmcnt  hod  nothing  t«  do  witli  tho  object coiitemplatod 
by  the  writrr  in  tho  afon-said  work.  His  object  wu  to  giro  a  genural  de- 
Kription  of  tho  throe.  priDci|>al  statvR  of  inon— that  of  trial  and  those  of 
misery  and  happinoAH.  NoW|  the  wiula  in  purgatory  nro  hnppy — whtrover 
there  ii  h<>jH!  there  in  h*PI>inoM.  Tho  douined  in  hell  can  have  no  happini'Sfi, 
fur  they  cannot  ho)ie  --  thiiy  never  eau  ex|>ect  to  enjoy  the  lH;atilie  vision.  Not 
NO  witli  nmilH  Huiruriii;;  f<>r  venial  faults,  in  that  prison  where  tho  justice  of 
heaven  will  iti'uianil  tho  laitt  farthing ;  for  thi<y  hav<>  hn|>o,  they  aro  certain  of  at 
length  buhoMing  their  (iod,  and  of  Wcoiuing  ]iartakfni  of  llin  glory.  Hence 
they  rtni  to  Im  iiumliered  among  the  happy  ;  and  for  thta  rciwin  the  author  waa 
not  calltMl  upon  to  enter  into  any  [tarticulsr  dt«orinttou  of  their  litAte.  Finally* 
the  a))ovo  (|Uot-ition  evidently  provefi  nothing ;  the  princiiul  itanxage  of  it  u 
contained  in  thone  words :  **  For  of  the  men  of  thii  world  aome  are  exaltal  to 
heaven,  others  an;  tlirimt  down  into  hell."  Hero  the  author  says,  that  of  the 
nyti  of  this  world,  some  are  exalted  to  heaven,  but  he  dues  not  say  that  those 
s«>iilit  are  exalted  U>  heaven  immMUilrty  aftertheir  death.  Mankind  is  divided 
by  thio  writer  into  two  claMiea,  namely,  the  juxt  and  the  unjunt  Now  liad  he 
titat«-d  that  all  the  just  go  t<)  heaven  immcefm/f/v  after  their  doixirture  from 
this  world,  this  iudiwd  might  l>e  an  ai^gumeut  of  Home  value  to'  llMlior,  but  be 
states  no  cuch  thing  ;  it  in,  thcrvfore,  most  evident  that  no  inference  can  be 
deduced  fnmi  tho  nbove-mentioneil  quotition  which  could  in  the  least  prove 
to  us  that  tlie  Catholic  doctrine  of  purgatory  was  a  tenet  uuknown  to  the 
ancient  Church  of  Ireland. 

To  thiH  he  aibls  a  canon  ancrilMHl  to  an  ancient  Irish  synod,  which  runs 
thus :  "  TImt  the  soul  Iwing  ni-jtaratetl .  fnim  tho  Itody  w  presented  l>efore  the 
tnbunal  of  Christ,  who  rvnd('ii:th  its  own  unto  it  aeconling  to  its  actionH ; 
and  that  neither  the  archangt'l  can  lead  it  into  life  until  tho  T^ird  judge  it, 
nor  can  the  ilcvil  carry  it  iiitti  paiu  unless  the  Lonl  do  damn  it."*  Itow  tliis 
cauon  can  militate  again Kt  a  belief  in  purgatory  is  a  jKKut  rather  dilHcult 
to  dtiioover.  Tho  archangel  caimot  lead  ttic  soul  into  life  untU  it  in  first 
iiulgi^l,  and  even  then  the  canon  does  nitt  state  that  the  kuuI  is  prenently 
intro«bic(<d  into  heaven.  IJeriidcH,  a  transitory  stat^Mif  purgation  is  life;  for  the 
.itoul  then'in  det'uuiil  is  just  in  tho  sight  of  Cod  and  conse«]Ucntly  has  life  ;  and 
will,  according  to  the  divine  mercy,  become  a  [tnrtukcr  of  tho  kingdom  of 
heaven.  Tsher,  in  conclusion,  enters  into  some  unmeaning  allusions  to  St. 
Tatriek's  purgatory  in  I^mgh  Derg ;  liut  what  has  titis  t'l  do  with  the  Itelief 
of  the  sncieut  Irinh  as  t)  the  (.'atliolic  doctrine  of  purgatory?  In  fact  tho 
man  himself  Keems  to  Iw  svuaible  ttiat  iu  tho  fruitless*  attack  which  hu  had 
madu  on  the  religion  of  this  ancient  iH-ople,  he  had  actually  to  contend  u^jiast 
the  united  te.itimony  of  all  tho  ecclcsiaHtiual  reconln  of  the  country.  Tho 
canouR  and  bturgiea  whiuh  we  have  already  placed  before  the  n'oder,  when  , 
treating  on  the  sacritice  of  the  ^lasH,t  are  more  than  sullicicnt,  without  the 
aid  of  any  other  evidence,  to  ujiaet  at  once  his  absurd  chimerical  assertion. 
We  may,  however,  by  way  of  condtiHion,  tako  notice  of  the  following  autho- 
rities  :  in  1)' Achery's  collection  of  the  canons  of  the  micient  IriHh  wo  lind  the 
following:  "ThoChnith  now  otTers  the  sacrifice  to  Cod  iu  many  ways  (for 
many  reas4mr<) :  first,  for  itself ;  Nccondly,  for  the  commemoratiiui  of  Jcitus 
(.'hriiiti  and  thinlly./or  the  hohI*  qftfic  «/»7Kir/«/.''I  Here  ia  an  express  canon 
conveying  the  iH'licf  of  the  wholo  Irish  Church.  Let  L'tther  give  lu  sonu-thjng 
like  this  and  we  shall  Ih«  inclined  to  listen  tu  him.  It  is  Htatetl  in  the  life  *n 
St  Pulcherius,^  that  *' he  was  accustoim-d  to  pray  for  the  re|K>Be  of  the  miul 
of  Itunan,  a  chieftain  of  Kle,  and  tliat  ho  bail  frcipu'ntly  recomm'endctl  the 
auiU  of  the  aame  chieftain  to  the  prayers  of  the  faitlifuf."     lu  a  life  of  iSt 

•  UN.  hi  Ulbllot.  Cotton.  t  Sec  p.  A^\  et  Kqi\. 

I  SjriitHliii  Hit ;  Nunc  Eecletis  ranlilH  niorfU  ufTrrt  Ihmiluu,  |irimit,  |irD  wtpM;  hcuthIo,  pro 
ri.imnenn>ratimn)  .tc«  ChrlttI,  oul  dt»lt :  "  Hoc  (•elto  In  nicaui  miaiiieuinrailouctn."  terHo,  pro 
iinimiilMutlrdinetnrain.'-Llb.  It.  c.*p  !*. 

|Ch«r.  XTiU. 
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IlreniUo,  quotwl  hy  Usher  hinuclf,  we  reiul :  **  That  the  vrajftr  of  the  living 
rfoCA  pritfit  mmh  thf  tlmd."  It  in  recoitlnl  in  the  anvionfc  life  of  St  Its,  that 
*tthe  hA(t  con»tA)itly  [iraycil  for  thtt  m>u1  of  hor  uuch>,  and  that  alms  had  liecu 
uiveii  liy  hi«  m*iw"  for  tho  aamo  |niriM»e.  I>id  onr  b\)iux  iwrmit,  or  wore  it 
mdeod  rcqiiirLtl,  iiiiiuU.t1i-»s  hiuiilar  authuritifa  cuuld  Im  {induced ;  wu  tbcro- 
fiiru  uoiicliidu  that  tlie  dootriiie  nf  itraying  for  tht>  dcati,  or  in  other  wordM,  of 
IKiri^tory,  vns  tinivursally  }»c1iuvlhI  and  conHlautly  practiftnl  iu  the  ancient 
(Jhurtih  of  Inland.       * 

iMAuifH-  FitAVKjm  TO  TUB  Sainth— In  noticing  the  oWrvatious  vhich 
archhiMbop  I'Hher  lias  thuu>;ht  iiio|ker  to  raako  on  thetic  mibjocta,  we  are  cer- 
tainly throwing  away  both  tiiiio  and  iKigHir.  He  gives  un  an  extract  from 
Svdulins  to  tliu  following  effot-t :  "That  it  is  irapions  to  oihire  any  other 
licsi<leM  tho  l-'athvr,  the  Son,  and  the  lluly  (Jhust,  and  ttuiLail  the  stinl  oweth, 
nnto  <io<l.  if  it  litstowcth  it  u|M>n  any  I>esides  <i<Ml,  it  comMittuth  atttdtery."* 
To  thix  he  au))joiim  a  |>aHiiagu  fniin  the  eoinnientator  (Claudius  "  That  God 
doth  not  dwell  in  lUingn  imulo  with  handi,  nor  in  metal  nor  Ntonc^'f  What 
hoa  thia  t^i  do  with  thu  rcitKH^t  which  the  ancient  Irixh  |Aid  to  the  cross  and 
to  the  imagea  of  CliiiHtand  hiti  Hoints?  No  Catholic  aduroH  the  croRs,  nor  dooH 
lie  U-lieve  that  an.v  divinity  rcftidea  in  the  metal,  stone,  or  other  material  of 
which  the  imago  is  constructed.  Moreover,  lUher  was  in'rfecUy  incorrect 
in  intnNhiein^  tIaudinK  ;  for,  Mi  we  have  alrt^atly  fieen,  this  commentator 
was  not  nn  Iriihnian.  On  the  contrary,  ho  wa<i,  in  all  |>ri)l>ahihty,  the  Ic«mo- 
cJoHt  I'iHhop  of  Turin  against  whom  our  learned  countryman  Dungal  hail 
written  )hh  ct-tetirattHl  work,  '*  lteii]Mmsa  contra  [wrrcraaH  (.'landii  Tnorcnsis 
episi'tipi  S(iit«>iitia8."  The  very  writings  of  Uungal  would  indeed  have  liecu 
BuHicient  to  convince  Ufdicr,  that  the  practice  of  paying  a  relative  veneration 
to  the  orosa,  to  relief  and  imagtw,  and  of  invoking  ^c  intcrcewion  of  the 
saintH,  wiu  imivenuUty  olwvrved  iu  the  ancient  C'luirch  of  Ireland.  Against 
tho  hertitic  Claudinn,  Dungal  haM  pnhlishetl  the  woi-k  already  mentioned, 
and  in  it  he  shows  that,  fnmi  the  most  primitive  times,  the  eroits  of  L'hriNt, 
and  the  rclicH  and  iuiagea  of  the  saints,  were  imiveritally  nrcfwrveil  in 
clmrches,  for  the  pnnMiKo  of  recalling  to  the  minihi  of  the  faitlifid  tho  suf- 
ferings anil  (example  of  Christ  and  of  his  saintK.  This  prove^that  due  n»|>eet 
and  veneration  hud  l>een  alwayn  jtaid  to  them.  Uungal  then  enters  on  the 
doctrine  of  tlic  invocation  of  saintis  in  M'hich  ho  observes  :  "  If  the  a^HiatleH 
and  martyrs,  while  in  this  world,  could  pray  for  others,  how  much  more  so 
can  they  do  it  after  their  crownit,  victories,  and  triuninha  f  AVe  meet  with 
tho  pnictit^^e  of  this  ilevotion  in  tho  reeonlod  acts  of  all  mir  ancient  Irish 
kaints.  Tho  metrical  life  of  8t  Brigid,  written  by  St  Brogan  in  the  fieventh 
centnry,  concludes  with  these  wonls  :  "Tlicre  ore  two  holy  virgins  iu  heaven 
who  may  l>ec(mie  my  protiHitora,  Mary  and  lirigiil,  on  whose  jtatronagu  h't 
each  of  ns  dei>end.  In  like  manner  St.  Livinua,  in  tho  eoitaph  which  he 
com|MMHKl  to  i»er^>et«ate  the  memory  of  St  Bavo  at  Ghent  tnus  implores  tho 

iirayera  of  tlie  samt :  "  This  church  which  thou  liaat  founded,  mayest  thou.  O 
loly  Bav*s  prttt<'ct  hy  tliy  merits."  But  what  necessity  for  dwelling  longer 
on  this  topic  ?  all  our  ancient  liturgies  hear  an  unanimous  testiniimy  to  the 
Itelief  and  practice  of  this  a|H>atolical  iloctrine  among  our  forefathers,  since  the 
very  intriHluction  of  i'hriittianity  into  tbe  country.  There  liave  \)een,  as  we 
shall  see.  in  our  account  of  tlic  CursuK  ScotonimJ  moMcs  Ap|>ointcd  for  the 
festivals  of  tlie  Blcnsetl  Virgin,  for  those  of  the  A|H)Btli^  and  of  other  Kaints ; 
while  the  collects  of  all  these  moMcit  contained  tlic  prayent  of  IhiUi  ^iriest  and 
people,  imploring  the  intefeeaston  of  these  saints  tun>iigh  tho  intinitc  nicnts 
of  our  Lonl  Jetua  Christ.  It  is,  therefore,  a  most  undi-niablo  truth,  that 
thcBu  Catludic  difctrincs  were  buli*ved  and  |iraetiM'<l  in  the  ancient  <Jhureh  of 
Ireland,  ixaetlyan  they  hod  l»cen  from  the  mtrotluction  of  tho  Oospolf  in  all 
tho  other  natiimal  ehuivhcs  of  the  ChriKtian  world.  '. 

CiiniHM. — When  a  man  undertakes  to  defend  a  tottering  cau»c,  and  that 
i.  at  length  he  finds  bttth  himself  and  it  on  tho  brink  of  tJie  precipice,  he  is 

■  Ct^iiiment.  oaUaUt.  cIiaiL  \1.  t  l<1.  Mnnttli.  eliiit>.  H  t  S««  ■pitendix  IU. 
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ulatl  to  lay  hold  on  anytliinff.  Thin  ifc  wtu*  which  uraod  the  ArchbiBho)!  tt 
have  n«<moMJ  t*>  a  letter  iwlarpKtPil  by  I^nfrAtic  t<i  (Jothric,  in  thu  i>l<n'i>ntli 
cuntiiry,  aiuI  in  whirli  that  [irvlnti^  coinjtIainB  that,  niuting  the  Iriith,  chnhm 
hw)  not  )H«it  iistvl  ill  thii  admiiiistintLuii  nf  luiiitiiuii.  now.  l.'Hhor  knew 
yterfccUy  wilt  thnt  thu  npiiliCAtion  of  c(ni:;ocrate4{  chriHtii  had  nothing  what* 
RVer  tu  (lf>  with  the  tsttnce  nfthe  $n<xanttnt  ofbajitism;  thnt  it  wab  nntliing  more 
than  a  nwro  ooreiaonyi  and  thnt  c<)niu'i|iiL'iitly  it  war  ueithi<r  niiiHiscd  to 
Oathdiio  faith,  nor  cmitrary  t«>  thu  a|MUitotical  inntitntiona  Thu  ItWi  Chtiroli, 
not  cimiiidi'riiig  it  tMaoutinlly  nccctHarv,  hA<l  not.  it  in  prohaUlc,  unjuiricd  its 
ohwTVAnoe:  htit  wh.-it  otiji*vtion  can  W  gmundtHl  on  this?  Varioua  othtir 
cert>nii)iiiut(  hA<l,  in  many  churchfA,  bocti  I'lnployod  in  the  ail  ministration  of 
thv  HAurAnicnt  of  lM|itiHni,  whih>  in  la)ihti  of  time  they  fell  into  di^oifw  ;  in  short, 
coivtaonivH  haru  nothinu  whatever  t^i  do  with  faitii.  An  in)iH>rtaHt  ohwTva- 
tion  may.  however,  Iw  ilrawn  (n>m  thi*  letter  «(  Ijanfrana  Had  the  (.'hurch 
uf  Ireland  Wen  Htich  an  l.'uher  would  wi^h  to  rejinwent  it~ha<l  tlie  Bn|tr(<mAcy 
nf  the  I'ojK!,  the  nral  [ircHeriee.  the  satiritice  of  the  Mahh,  and  pnr^nitorv,  been 
dm'trineR  which  the  ancient  Iri»h  nuitlu'r  iiractiiicd  not  Wliuve*!,  why  did  not 
ItAnfranc,  in  bw  tetter,  aceiiBe  thorn  of  it!  why  contine  himiielf  to  the  onuB- 
■joii  of  ehrifim,  a  mert*  ccrvniony,  and  \ww  over  the  e^rtitial  dogniaii  nf  tho 
Chrixtian  religion?  Wo  are  well  aeriiatnmeil  Ut  hear  iM-rmnB  impudently 
asMTting,  even  at  the  presttnt  day,  th.it  thene  tenets,  or,  at  they  term  tlu-m, 
Uumiah  prai'tioea,  were  introibrctd  into  this  country  by  Henry  II.  and  tho 
NonnaiiH.  Now,  I^nnfrane  waa  a  Xnnnan  ;  ami  i(,  for  example-,  the  I'hurcb  of 
Ireland  luul,  in  bin  time.  Iwlievetl  that  the  hh'asttil-  Kucharist  woa  only  a  li^urc 
of  the  tHKly  of  ChriKt,  why  nut  make  mention  of  thin  in  \m  letter  ?  if  they  nad 
diflt^retl  ko  ewtuntially  fnuu  him,  and  fnmi  the  Cnllicim  Church,  whence  he 
came,  why  not  re|)rimniul  them  ?  why  Iiah  ho  paMseil  over  all  these  yrent 
dn^mas  in  profouml  KdenccT  Tho  reason  in  eviilent :  IvecauHu  the  Irish. 
pv«»pIo  t>flieve«l  in  tliem  A.4  well  as  he  did ;  they  Iwlievnl  in  them  and 
practised  them  in  cv<ny  n^e  Hince  the  lij^ht  of  CliriHtianity  liAd  firRt  I>ctmed  on 
the  nation  ;  ami  the  same  l>elief  cnntinuea  to  tlonri>«htnumphaTitly  t4>  thiiiilay, 
notwithhtandin^  tlie  multiplied  ^ndin}(  opprrsHions  to  which  thin  faithful 
iterseveriiij;  (winile  have  beeu  for  bo  many  agori  subjected.  The  lotter  of  Lan- 
frane,  thcre(cne,  ro  far  fntm  1>ein^  available  to  the  caiiM  of  I'shor,  contributes 
moat  clearly  and  jHiwirfully  to  lipwet  hid  extravagant  system  altogether. 

On  TiiK  Ctn.iUArv  ov  thk  C'i.Knov.~The  diM-iplino  of  the  ancient  Iriiih 
haa,  it  apiteani,  en<;.i^c<l  tho'attentinn  nf  the  archbishop  no  lesti  tlian  tho 
venerable  faith  which  the  name  iH.-opIe  ^>n»feHBe<l.  The  reader  must  have 
been  alronily  aware  that  the  queittion  relative  to  thu  eeli)>Acy  of  the  t'athoUe 
clcrj^y  iH  only  a  mere  matter  of  disuipline.  it  is  pun>ly  an  ecoloiiiaRtical  law, 
and,  conseipicntly,  hax  tin  connection  whatever  with  the  piinciphw  of  tho 
I'atlndic  fAitti.  Acconlinff  to  I'sher,  this  law  had  ni>  exi.Hteiico  in  the  Ancient 
Church  of  Ireland  i  and  Kence,  ho  iriAintAiiiB  that  tho  clergy  were  i>ermitteil 
to  marry.  In  HUp]Ntrt  of  this,  he  refers  to  tho  sixtti  canon  of  tlie  synotl, 
calleil  Of  ratrick,  Auxiliua,  and  IserninuB,  which  niris  thiiK:  **If  Any  clerk 
from  tho  oBti'irius,  or  diMir- kee|HT,  up  t>  the  priest,  shall  1)0  seen  without 
hiH  tunic,  and  if  liiK  heatl  I>e  not  »>lioni  .icconling  to  the  Uonmu  mauner, 
and  if  his  wife  will  walk  out  without  her  head  veiled,  he  shall  Iw  con- 
temned by  tho  laity  and  ito|mrate<l  fnmi  tho  church."*  In  the  linit  place, 
it  is  manifrnt  that  this  cmuhx  cannot  l>e  placed  among  the  nninber  of  thoso 
Ascribed  t4>  >St  Patrick.  It  enjoins  the  ob»cr>'ani*o  of  the  It^nan  tuisure. 
Now,  we  have  aeen  that  this  touRuro  hm\  not  lieen  intnHlucS  into  Ireland 
until  alKUit  the  midille  of  the  seventh  century  ;  hence,  tlic  can  Jl  now  quot«'»l 
must  have  been  franinl  either  at  that  or  at  some  nubsetpient  ))erio<l.  nIor«- 
over,  in.»m  this  canuii.  it  cannot,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  bo  inferred 

•  "  (}nlriim(]ue  clfrtcus  mh  o»tlarli>  «*iiio  ad  McerJdtcm.  %fiic  tunica  tUuii  (iierit,  tl-jne 
tarvliuiliucm  vt^uirli  el  niidiUttMii  nnn  It-i^at;  pi  il  nnn  mm-c  Itoiuann  oapUll  f}ua  tniml  Hint, 
At  u^or  cjiu  (4  linn  TclBio  c»|iltc  ambulavi-rlt ;  (tarltur  it  iflrtii  ctintviiiiienlu'r,  ct  at;  fccl<>tlA 
•eparentnr."— Can.  »l. 
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thftt  luintii  htuX  been  iveniiitUHl  tu  marry.  It  iiayfi ;  "  If  any  clerk,  from  tlw 
iMitlBriuii  up  to  tMe  prittl  (mqve  mi  inetrdntfn ),  Hliall  W  mH'o/  etc*. ;  thin,  then, 
may  oi({tufy  the  elerkH  or  rfckHJaKtit-H  of  th»  Mvoral  onlurs  up  to  itrieirtiiomlt 
but  uot  tlio  }>.  ioiit;  it  iiK'UitlvH  all  the  onlrm  up  t<>  |>ric8tho(M),  hwi  not  tk<a 
orrltr;  auil  in  thia  Heufc  tht;  tt'ttn  pritwL,  ax  it  Ktnnihi  in  the  Hunt^-nce,  bcanj  an 
txttntive  tignijiratum.  Sboiiltl  this  canon  lie  eouHtruetl  ho  an  to  mlmit  thu  niar- 
hago  of  iiriffltH,  it  wouhl  C(>rtainlv  Iw  at  variance  with  many  of  the  mont 
amtient  conittitutionii  of  the  Iriih  Churt-Ii.  In  the  IVnit4>utial  of  ('uiDinian,  to 
which  rcft^rtMhH*  hnH  liven  m>  freiiu«utly  maite,  Wu  lincl  a  oanon  whieh  condemns 
the  marriage  not  only  of  a  montc,  but  aliw>  of  a  eturk.  "  If  (myii  the  uuiou) 
a  oK'rk  or  a  monk,  alter  ho  hfii  devoteil  himself  to  (1<k1;  Hhull  rtitnrn  to  hiii 
aeuular  hiibit  or  marry  ri  lei/it,  he  nhalt  il<i  ivnanee  for  ten  years,  thn'e  of  which 
he  ihall  h)k'|uI  on  hnuul  ami  wnt^-r,  ami  nhall  ever  nft«r  atjtttain  from  the  nae 
of  niatrimuny."  Aceonlin^  to  the  IVniteiitia]  of  CttlurnhnnuH,  "  eccleiiutica 
w hit  were  maMwHiefore  they  hail  taken  onleni^  and  whose  wivea  were  utill 
hvin^,  were  tit>nml  to  alMttain  from  them,  under  jain  of  Win^;  oonHidertnl  as 
adulterers."  Hie  twentieth  ctmon  of  thin  itenitcntial  ik  contained  in  theso 
won  Is :  "If  anyeleik  or  deat-on,  or  ecclejuaatic  of  any  de^>e,  who  wan  a 
laynmn  in  1 1) e  world  with  sons  and  dau<;hter8,  shall,  after  his  conversion  (to 
religion),  know  hiK  wife,  and  lR*^-t  a  child,  he  niuit  know  that  he  ha>t  com- 
raittc<l  adultery ;  wherefor<-.  he  must  do  iienanco  for  sevrft  ycnrx  on  bread  ami 
WAter."  In  like  manner,  the  twelfth  canon  of  the  PenituntiiU  attachcil  to  the 
Curnus  SooUtrum.  ordains :  "  If  any  clerk,  or  Riii>erior  dej^rce,  vhn  had  n  trife,  ■ 
»nfi  afitr  hi$  *iiijnitti  {kit  onHnation),  thniratjtiin  Imutp  A,r,  he  nuist  W  considerwl 
KH  having' connnitteil  ailulttry;  if  a  dttrk,  ho  nin'<t  do  iH>nauce  on  bread  and 
Wat«>r  for  fuur  yt^iiM ;  if  a  dc-uMii,  fi>r  k'ix  ;  if  iug)rioHt,  for  seven;  and  if  a 
bi8hoi\  for  twelve  years."  Fn»m  thi">e  canons,  it  is  evident  that  the  eecle- 
tiiastical  law  of  celit>noy  wtu  observi^I  in  thc|uicient  church  of  Ireland, 
and  conHCfpiently  the  explauatiou  which  has  Iwn  given  to  the  lirst-men- 
tioned  canon  nmst  l>e  admitted  an  the  moiit  |ir<MmbTo  and  conHJstent  The 
canon  alreaily  iiuotetl  in  the  comniencement  i>f  this  |>aragra)d),  had  been  evi- 
dently drawn  un  either  in  the  seventh  or  in  the  fj^hth  century ;  if,  then,  the 
mama^e  of  pvieAta  luul  l*«en  toleratet)  at  this  ]N'riod,  it  may.  with  every 
)>rolMihditv,  Ifo  pn-Hunied  that  the  same  toleration  hiid  Iteen  allr.wetl  in  tli* 
aj;tii  which  imnniiliatelv  ftdhiwed.  A  i)ractice  of  thitj  dcm.<nj>tion  could  not 
have  ennily  falh^n  into  disuse,  and  heneo  it  mu»t  hnvo  pruvailetl  in  tho  teutli 
and  eleventh  centuries.  Now,  we  nmy  Iks  certain  that  no  such  toleration 
existeil  in  the  Church  of  Ireland  diinn;^  the  eleventh  century  >  if  tliero  had, 
Would  I^ufranc,  in  hia  letters,  have  t^asMHl  over  a  matter  of  such  im> 
portance  in  HileneeT  Keithcr  did  it  exi^t  in  the  twelfth  century :  OirahUm 
CsniiirenKis  wouhl  have  itjadily  availed  himself  of  such  an  occurrence,  in  tho 
ninny  ami  furioun  invectives  which  he  was  accu8t4)ined  to  jHtur  forth 
BftainNt  tho  liabita  and  character  of  the  IiiKh  clerf^iy.  In  all  our  nncient 
rccortls  we  do  not  reail  of  tine  marrietl  priest ;  no  mucIi  character  is  to  bo 
found,  and  it  is  nifwt  certain  that  the  law  of  clerical  celilnu-y  was  euforceil  and 
olMHfrved  in  Irelnnd  exactly  as  it  had  l>ecn  in  the  Itomau,  (iallican,  and  other 
national  churches. 

On  thk  IJrtE  OK  TiiK  ^k■Hmt'nrs  — Wo  shall,  in  conclusion,  briefly  take 
notice  of  an  extract  or  two  which  I'Kherhaa  tju^ted,  for  the  purim-n;  of  chow- 
in{(  that  the  use  of  tlie  Scriptnnn  had  b(>cn  general  anionp  the  ancient  Irish, 
■nd^as  it  would  ap|M4r,  of  enlisting  that  jHtiplo  amimfj  the  biblicals  of  his 
day.  Heduliiw  ol>Ker\'OK  :  "  Search  the  law,  in  M-hich  tlie  will  of  the  I.onl  ia 
coutaineil ;"  and  Kcilo,  treatui^  of  tho  sueccKSors  of  St.  1  'olumba,  says  : 
"They  <tln*erve<l  dilij^ently  all  those  works  oi  piety  and  chastity  which  they 
could  learn  in  the  pntptietical.  evangelical,  and  a|>ostolical  writings  ;  and  all 
who  went  in  contpany  with  Aidan,  whether  they  wore  shorn  or  laymen,  were 
ohli£i;rtl  to  e.\ca■i^e  themselves  either  in  the  reading  of  the  Seripttires,  or  in 
the  learning  of  i^ilms.*'*     It  reijuin's  some  study  to  discover  the  inference 

•  Ecd.  Hilt.  UK  3,  cbnj.  Iv. 
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kiuh  oaii  bu  i)eduo<Kl  fmiii  all  Uiiii.  Surely,  Uic  ( 'athulic  Church  dooa  not 
nthiUt  the  iwo  of  the  HiTi|itunw,  imiviilwl  tiiMu  siibliino  ami  tUfficult  whtingR 
«  read  with  the  iiro)M<r  iliit[H>HitiiiQM.    It  n|ii>eAnt  that  all  who  went  in  cmu- 

(lanv  with  Ht  Aiitan  (of  Liiulisfnm)  were  in  the  hahit  of  exerciiing  thcmaelrw 
n  tuu  rt>a(linf{  of  the  H<;fii)tureM.  Truly  ho  tht^y  might,  fur  in  the  peniHal  of 
thMu  mytitunaus  ulMcuru  )Nx>kii,  tboy  could  not  noaflihiy  have  a  tictter 
«x]M«itur,  a  aafer  K^i'le,  tlian  thu  very  man  in  wholo  company  they  were 
reailing.  Hnluliua  tuiya,  "  search  the  law,''  Imt  ho  doen  not  nay,  give  yuur  own 
moaning  to  the  law,  or  interpret  the  law  occonling  to  your  owu  private  juilg- 
ment,  and  ant  at  nonj^ht  the  authority  of  the  ('hnrcb.  What  a  pity  it  was 
that  Hululidt  and  tlie  fathen  of  the  Irinh  Church  h»l  nut  Kmio  tAst«  for 
fanatiAitini !  wliat  a  uiiofortuno  it  wna  lK>th  to  rf  ligiun  and  to  society  tliat  they 
hml  not  tillLil  the  ciniutry  with  bibIe^  and  allowed  every  child  and  every 
illitrrnte  man  to  take  tfu!  itacred  volume  and  intctrprct  it  ho  as  to  make 
it  answer  hia  own  jtarticuhir  whim  ami  fancy !  Notwithstanding  all  their 
nuHHiunary  laltoure,  and  all  tlie  ci>pieif  of  the  aacrcti  text  which  they  had 
traiutcritMHl,  they  conM  never  boait  of  more  than  one  church  ;  Imt  archbiHhop 
Teher  and  his  biblical  foUowets  can  glory  in  mnav  thouHaiida,  all  tUtiagr^ein}^ 
fn>ni  each  other,  and  each  sturdily  maintaining  tlie  orthuiloxy  of  his  nrinciplefli 
by  (MiKsnges  taken  fnnn  the  iiitMt  dilllciilt  jMjrtiun  of  wicre^l  writ  Tlte  ancient 
fatheni  ut  the  Irish  ('hnrch  allowed  no  nuin  to  preach  the  (jifsjicl  nntil  he  had 
been  llrst  fiualiliod  by  education,  and  by  the  reception  of  holy  orders  ;  hitt 
now,  every  man  being  com|iot«nt  to  become  his  own  ox[K)Bitor  of  Uie  Bible, 
wo  have  preachers  of  every  rank,  ago,  and  ttex. 

Hut  ia  it  not  a  melanthuty  circmnatanct)  to  witnesti  the  talentfl  and  research  of 
Huch  a  man  as  aruhbititio|t  ('Hher  tliua  literally  thrown  away  on  a  controversy  ao 
grouDdletti  and  extravagant,  and  in  which  it  \h  evident  he  could  never  succeed? 
He  knew  right  well  that  thu  pimition  which  he  had  taken  woa  untenable  ;  he 
was  well  awuru  that  the  character  which  he  had  lalioured  .to  foHtun  on  Uw 
ancient  Church  of  ihifi  country  was  in  o|)en  contradiction  t4>  all  thu  records  and 
antiquities  he  had  ever  i\>ad.  It  is  then  surprising  that  be  made  Kuch  a  1>M  , 
use  of  thoBo  rare  endowments  with  which  nature  had  furnished  him  for  faS' 
diflereut  pnrpimea.  There  is  one  way,  and  only  one,  for  explaining  this  appa- 
rently unaccountable  circtmuttaiice.  He  was  a  bigot,  am)  an  impWablc  |)er- 
secutiir  of  \m  Catholic  countrymen ;  tit  this  alMminable  snirit  of  reliuious 
bigotry  ho  lHH.-amu  a  victim  ;  under  its  iuUucuce  he  comiMMcd  the  book  wuioh 
w&have  brietly  reviewe*!  in  the  foregoing  |>ages,  and  by  it  ho  has  left  to  poa- 
t«my  an  awful  exemphllcation  of  that  bane  of  society  and  scourge  of  mankind, 
reiqpous  intolerance. 


673 


APPENDIX    11. 

PWITEMTUL  (  ANONH   OF  TIK   AN^IKNT  <'HrRrII   OV    IKICI~iNII. 

Ahono  tlio  nncii'nt  IriHh,  tlio  iiciiit«ntiftl  canons,  no  vhAnctcriNtiu  of  primitivn 
timun,  hail  Ihhmi  most  riar.nm'^Iy  enforced  cvm  ttrurn  to  tlio  eighth  century, 
Amrwnuhl  in  nil  ]inilNi1iilitvIiaveht.'<tiic(iiitiiniml,  were  it  not  fur  the  oonfuiinn 
wiiieli  the  D-uiinh  Mart  hoii  crtati^i)  throii^hoiit  the  nation.  In  unlcr  to  give 
the  runtWr  mi  itlcn  uf  tho  natiirv  df  ttiow  |K'iiit<.>utiAl  canmift,  as  olmiTVcd  in  the 
Churcli  nf  Irt-liniil,  wo  HhaJl  have  reconreo  t>t  Kome  of  nur  ancient  iwnitcutials, 
anil  {urtii'ularly  t)  ttmt  (>r  C'liramt.-in.*  A  liricf  fwleetiori  may  siiDicc,  na  an 
oxa<it  eniMntration  of  nil  theeo  caii'mn  would  carry  \w  Itcyond  our  intumlcd 
limitx.  In  the  hIxUi  chnjitor,  on  tho  crime  of  nnmlcr,  the  cnunn  orduini — . 
ShnnUl  a  Inynmn  mnlieiotiHly  niunltr  another,  he- muxt  withdraw  from  the 
church  for  forty  (layn,  am!  do  |H'naneo  f<tr  Heven  yeani  on  )irea<l  and  water ; 
Imt  he  in  not  to  1h'  allowetl  t<i  the  holy  eonininnion  nntil  ]>1neurl  on  hid  ileiith- 
1>^<1.  Should  he  kilt  anotlier  hy  accident,  he  must  |>i-rfurm  a  xiniilnr  [K^nanoe 
for  live  yi'ArH.t  If  a  |)et-Aoni«h<>iild  intend  to  commit  murder,  Imt  hnd  noitlio 
{towur  of  |M!r|>etrntin{{  it,  hu  was  to  do  |ienai)cc  for  thr^>e  j-ears.^     Shouhl  any 

IwrtMin,  in  a  (juarrel,  maim  or  injnrw  another  ho  na  to  render  him  defonnwl, 
IV  woH  iHiitnd  to  dt-fray  the  cxjicnHOH  attenrling  the  ilhieaa  of  the  injitred  man, 
«nd  to  do  [H'tianec  fnr  aix  months  on  hrend  and  Water  ;  hnt  fthonid  lie  Itv  nh- 
able  to  mtit  tlii'H*' ex^H-'naeM,  ho  munt  jterform  tho  iKinancu  fnr  a  yeiir.§  The  V 
bin  of  druiikeiiiiexx  wan  )>nniNhed  hy  fantin;;  on  t>reaii  and  water  for  a  week  ;  if 
.att4'ndod  witli  vomiting',  the  fflHt  wan  to  Iftt  eontinue>d  fur  fifteen  (hiyall  'ilie 
eriiilc  of  ndidti^y  waw  jmniahe^l  hy  a  [wnance  of  three  ycnrs,  dnrim;  ono  yeAr 
of  which  nothing;  waa  allowotl  hut  hrc;id  and  waUr.^  Tho  Hin  iif  concunia- 
ceace  indnl^^uil  ni  thought,  wait  {inntBhiil  hy  a  jtefuknce'of  trne  year.  Immmlcftt 
converHatioii  Wiui  Huhjectl^tl  to  a  )ti>imncu  of  forty  daya.  For  fornication,  a 
[leuinec  of  two  yenrn  was  to  I»  enjoined.**  For  tlie  efinie  of  jwrjury,  a  pen- 
ance of  three  years  woh  to  be  enjoinMl ;  if  the  itcrjiiry  had  Im-ou  ciinmiitteil  in 
a  chun^h,  this  jtrnance  woa  to  l»e  coiitinne«l  ii>r  eleven  yeara.  Should  a  lay- 
man, through  a  motive  of  avniiec,  Im'  guilty  of  Jwrjury,.  he  won  hound  to  aell 
nil  he  ha*i  and  give  it  to  the  pwr,  after  which  retiring  inbs  a  monastery,  he 
flhonid  tliere  »*^TVvi  the  !.on\  during  tho  remainder  of  \nn  life.  A  himitle  lie 
nnntteiided  with  injury,  won  puiHrthed  l>y  a  re]»etiLian  of  thirty  |>sahmi,  <>r  tliu 
conutant  silence  of  three  days,  f  f    Shiiidd  a  man  be  guilty  of  thef t,Jie  wan  to 

•  AtH'llipr  ccloltrfiU'il  PciiHi'ntiul  olncnt  >l  in  llitwe  llmr«  wa^  thdt  ot  C>ilim)lianii9. tir.  a*  It  li 
ChIIM,  />*•  I'rnili-n'i-ttHin  M<n»nt,t  T<*-ramilt.  hiiiI  nhUh,  It  uiiuit  \tv'  hIiiwivmI,  Im  rtllitifflhcT  » 
(Itti'inot  ln-(itlM  fmiii  hin  li'tfula  fti-K-i'tafii  tSr<:  (/«  i^HotiiiuyHlt  I'imifmtUt  Si\mnthm-um,  Iha 
Urit-rUdvliifflH-en  IriU'niUHl  (i<rh)i  hiotliuU-,  nliurcMltie  former  wa>  an  unlverMl  ccvlfniimlMl 
canon.  -  Vfilf  rciUft  I.  Hsrra,  ai>.  Homlni;. 

tNi  lAii-ii*  attnm  tictlilarll Vtli  iiifdliallone.  acpleni  aiinU  p<i>nlieat  (In  pane  cl  aqna)  at 
quailrni-'liita  (ll<-.i  rtl«Uiipai  m>  ah  «h-i.-1i'a1u  :  tiK'n  vxltuiii  MiiM-in  itiiP  rammiinidtip  lUtoiiu 
haU-Ntiir,  c|ul  nun  voluiiiarlu,  sett  i-a>u  lioinlclillimi  |>cr)>*-'lriivii,  iiiilii'iiiu  aiml:*  iKi'iiUi-at.— 
V.x.  iii['.  vl. 

i  M  \ii1iifril  cl  npn  iwUHTit,  IriliuK  annU  |>iEnit«al. 

t  (Jilt  in-r  rU«in  ilclilU-in  vel  clvfonnem  h<>mlncin  fcwilt.  ro'M  i!  liiiiicn*ii<i  incdicU.  (c^ritu- 
MlnoM  irtiituHt  oi  riiL-dlutn  annnm  |>u:iiltvut  In  |>anc  ci  a>ina  i  hI  ii-n  imbuci  tt  uiidc  rcdtlai,  uiio 
pti-iiliini. 

;  >\  Utniii  ffilrtUlncbriuliir,  |Ht'nltt'Bt  nnnm  hi-lHloniaitain,  In  panp  it  aqua:  nl  pervbriiilatem 
vmnlimii  (tidt.  uuliiiti-ciin  iUp«  jiciiUoat     i:t  e<t\x  It. 

t  Si  i|Ul4  ailuiUTliim  fwurit,  ij  »■«!  i-um  u.Mint  allcnn.  hiiI  Bponwini.  rot  (irglncin  rurrupcril, 
anJ  umDnionlalrin,  irltma  annU  iMi'iihrat,  |<rluin  e\  liiti  In  |ianr  cl  aiiiih. 

^»  M  .(uls  rnrtiliMvciH  ac,lalcl^  iliiobu^  itiiiiis  |«iiniloa(.  tju(  concnj.lKit  mfiiW  fcrntcarl,  ncil 
'Drui  |M)tiilt,  nnrwi  iti'ntlval,  maxliue  In  i)ua<Iragi>aliiia.    Qui  turvliotiulu  rcl  n»i)t;au  mlmiuinaiui 

tat,  qlUtillKKlnla  )il|'S  [MKnllfRt. 

tt  >l  <|uU  pt'tfurtuiu  fwerll.  lairl  irtbna  aim i»''infnl Want,  dericl  nulmiiie,  "UlKliaconl'Mx. 
rtlarciit  >-i'i.i<iii,  |irriiIi>tcHrtwfin.  r|lKiii.!iliu*<li.-*im.  Qui  iirjurinni  fat-il  In  rcdc-ia,  nmitvlni 
amiiii  iMi^nili-at.  SI  i|uIh  laicni  ^r  ni|it<lluirin  (M.>rjiinit.  U*U\»  rei  vniia  veinUt  ct  donct  (!*<'<') 
tn  p»iti«rtliu*.  GtriiMTrntni  In  iiiiina*li-riii  nviuo  *A  iiit>n«*m  wrviat  l>«a,  Uendas  «t  *i  itou 
iiut'ult,  ildmni-tiir.  trl'iu*  fUe1'»»  nccmli,  vi'l  triclinia  pt»luin«riin(rf,->-i;x  cap.V. 
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uiakp  iiuintiliate  rMtttutiim.  and  fiwt  for  120  ilayii  un  bnAcl  uiul  wntor  ;  hotl 
he  cniniuitUKl  the  criiiiu  fivqnciiUy,  aiul  wan  inialilu  to  miiku  refltitiition,  he 
shmiM  fl«  itoiianoo  on  hread  anil  waUr  for  two  ycani,  and  nnother  yoar  for  120 
dam  ftfttfr  which  hi;  was  t*>  Ikj  rtconcdcd  t«  th«  L'hnrch  at  East«'>r.*  lie  wha 
indul^ca  hnti^-d  t»)  hi«  hrothcr,  m  long  an  ho  neglcotH  to  ovcrcimu*  tlmt 
rculiii^,  nniNt  ilo  |»enanco  on  hrca»!  ami  Wiitcr.  Tho  ]wr8on  who,  through  cuvy, 
it)  Knilty  of  (hanictiun,  or  who  willingly  ]Mem  to  the  detractor,  innst  aliko  do 
|Mjnnno(>  fur  thrtu  days  on  hicjid  and  watiT-t  Shonhl  a  man  lie  Knilty  of  nsnry 
on  any  ai'count,  he  muat  do  jHrnnnca  for  four  yean*,  onu  of  themi  yt'-ars  onhreail 
and  wnttT.  In  linu,  whot-vnr  rt-fuHvd  to  r^-eivf  ^nehta  under  hts  nM>f,  or  ne- 
gl««ted  tt  i<icar<-MV  hoN|iitatity  twi  hm^  at*  ho  thiix  |KnKvt>re<l,  or  did  not  give 
alniB,  he  nuiMt  fur  au  vmial  i>tjny«l  do  |)etiancc  on  bread  ainl  water  ;  hut  nhould 
V  hu  reiuaiu  oliatiuate  in  hix  avanuu,  he  ia  to  be  S(-i>aratc<1  from  the  faithful.  | 
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iun»va  MOTOin  M.  oh  mismal  of  tmk  anciknt  ]nisii. 

'i'nr.  liturgy  usimlly  called  (UirxKH  .S>i>foi-uiii  was  that  which  liad  Iweu  (int. 
hroufxht  to  Ireland  by  St.  I'atrii'k.  and  wna  the  oAly  one  that  had  l)4H.'n  useil 
until  nbiiut  tho  eh>se  of  the  Hixtli  century,  that  Ih,  <lurin^  the  tinitm  of  the 
lifiit  class  i>t'  IriHli  Kiinls.  AlMiut  thin  iH-riml  the  t<allicau  liturgy  {Curnui 
*/«ttornm)  was  it  is  piolmble,  intnMbiccd  into  this  country.  Tho  CiirniA 
S(vfonim  i»  iiui>iHWfd  to  luivc  Imen  the  Htui^  originally  drawn  up  and  ntunX 
by  St  Mark  tin'  KvangeliMt ;  it  wa«  afterwanU  folIoMcd  by  ivS.  Orcgory 
NazianKcn,  Banil,  ami  other  Oreek  fatherN ;  thrn  by  Caspian,  Honnratus  of 
TjerinH,  St.  rii'Miriuii  of  Arica,  Ht  Lujuih  of  Troien,  and  St.  Ocnnan  of 
Auxeire,  from  whom  St.  Patrick  received  it  when  scttiu)^  out  on  bin  niiaiiion 
to  Irchtnd.  A  cti\ty  iti  t\\e  Cm rwi  .Sfttitiru in  lias  l>wn  found  by  Mabilhm,  in 
tho  ancient  uiuunxtery  of  Itobbio,  of  which  estabHiihinent  Coinml>anu8  wati 
the  founder,  and  which  missal  that  learned  writer  beliercH  to  bavei  l>ren 
written  at  least  one  thoiwand  yoaw  Ivcfore  his  time.  The  canon  in  this 
liturgy  is  almost  the  f<nnic  a«  tliat  of  the  Koman  missal ;  but  in  the  Communi- 
canltt,  afUT  ('osmn'  et  Damiani,  it  has  llilarii.  Martini^  AmbroMii,  Augustini, 
(irc^orii,  Ilieronymi,  Itcnmlieti.  It  contains  two  masoes  for  the  (teail ;  one  a 
general  niafw*,  and  the  other  -Vm«j  Sacfnhti*  DrJSmrtx.  Amonf;  tho  fcasti  aro 
the  Awnmption  of  the  Bleweil  Virgin,  the  Cathnlra  S.  IV-tri,  the  Invention 
of  the  llolyCnws  the  NatiWty  of  8t.  John  the  Ilajitist,  the  foasU  of  H.S. 
Peter  and  Pant  "f  S.S.  James  and  John,  ni  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  ^^i  .St. 
Stephen,  St.  SigismunJ,  and  St  Martin  of  Tours.  It  has  a  iicnitential  an- 
nexed to  it,  and  a  credo,  the  ttame  in  substance  ax  that  caUiKl  the  Aiioetles' 
~  'd,  but  not  as  forming  a  i^irt  of  the  Matis. 


Si  tAlniR  wmrl  fiinuni  (I'rcrll.  rcdil  it  rinmt  f  uravlt.  el  (n  triUnii  quAilnijiPtlmfi  enm  |t«n^  ct 
1)1(1111  iMcnUost.  .■*!  fio'i'liiH  fi'cprit  rt  mm  Imbct  iimlo  mlitat,  aimU  iluuhuH  iu  paneeta(|Ut 
IHrtillrst ;  ct  silo  sniio  irlbufi  i(itAdra.^CRlmi«,  et  bIc  p<>it(>a  \\\  I'Skchii  nvonrlUctw. 

1  (^il  ixUt  fnitivm  Miuin,  qiiLinidlu  non  repelllt  tHUimi,  tanullu  cum  iiano  «t  sfias  tit.  Qui 
raii«A  )iivlilta<  dcualilt,  vel  llknlur  Audit  U«tralienti>ui,  trlbu^dlebui  in  June  ct  squa  Kiisntur. 
—  K»  v%\\.  \%. 

X  SI  <|(il^  u:«iiriii  iiiiilrrnntriiiF  cM'srrit,  qnaiunr  snnU  ptcnllcsl,  nno  ex  lilx  in  pnne  ft  tqoa. 
Qulcuiit<iui>  li<>Ni>ltOfi  non  nni'lt  In  (Ikwd sua,  xlcut  Ihmilnu* prwrcpii, iiuantn  toiniK)re  hotpflfi 
nun  reoriilt,  ncquei'lcciniwyuim  (rrlt.tanto  tempore  pa>iiltrsl  inptns  ft  ■qnK,))cmsnen«fatcm 
III  RvsrtlU  Rllenoiur.- 1  x  c«ii  vltl. 
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Tho  ('uraui  liiitfonim  htn\  twcii  iiitriMliicfHl  iuto  Iiolaixl  iluriiiu  tlit^  tiint'H  ''f 
thi>  MMriim)  HlaHR  of  Irinh  ^aiiita.  Tliiti  l)turg>-  in  OHcribcil  to  Hfc.  Juhn  th» 
EvA»>{('lut,  mill  YiM  fitllciwtil  liy  St  I'rilycaqi,  St  IgnatiiiA,  St  Ircna-iifi  and 
tithiiru  III  pro^jriMui  of  time  it  (;i>iitaiii<iil  a  ^^vat  luiinlMr  of  maMHes  for  Irinh 
iuiint«s  nntl  larticiilnrly  thu  iditioii  wliicli  )mil  1h.'Cii  uttcil  liy  thtt  iniinkn  of  tbo 
('oliiiii);iim  Onlor.  'I'liiii  i'm'nut  i-oiitiniittI  until  the  twt>!ftli  cvntiiry,  when 
thf!  Itoiiiiiii  titiir^fy  ami  ijlIi<H')i  wltu  iiitrxliirt'il  into  IrcUml  by  tin*  Icj^ato, 
(lillelH-rt,  liiiilutp  tif  Liiiicrivh,  ami  were  luiivprHallv  rcc^ivoil  ntioiit  the  tim<' 
of  St.  Malacliy. 


^  P-l^  E  N  D I X    I  V  ^ 


IlKMONinU AN)  K   (lU   PKCLAHATION   Of   LOVALTV    PKOrO-;hl>    \\\ 
rATlIKU   MTTKI)    WAI^ll. 

T«  tho  KinR'ii  Most  Kxoellrnt  Miijcflty. — Vour  majeftty'i*  faithful  luhjecta, 
the  Itoiimn  (.'aUiolic  dori^y  of  your  nuijcsty'ii  kiu^iloni  of  Irelaiul,  do  m«it 
huiiihly  ivi)iTH"nl  this  thrir  iiruHtiiit  htat«  nndiloplorabh'  condition. 

That  )>oiii^  iiitniatcd  liy  tntMn(li<4|>oiiaalil(>  commisaioii  of  the  Kiimofkingf) 
with  thtt  cwn-  of  fio'uN  ami  the  care  of  their  lltK-ks,  in  on1t>r  to  the  amnimittra- 
lion  of  sarraniiMitH  and  teaching;  tbo  ptMtph?  that  juTfect  ulM-dicnco  which,  for 
t'ouHftienco  Mike,  ttu-y  arc  iHiiind  to  |>ay  to  your  majesty 'h  cumuiauil!i,  tbey  are 
lihvlen  withcahnniiii'-f  and  jx-rsi  onlfl  with  iwvcrity. 

That  Wing  oMi^cd,  liy  thu  allej^'iance  thoy  owe  and  ouicht  to  awear  unto 
your  ninjefity,  to  reveal  nil  conft|iirn'-i«s  ami  practict-'s  af^iiist  your  porH^in  and 
royal  autlmrity  thatcomn  t>  fhiir  knowlclgti,  thi-y  are  thi'msclvwi  olamonred 
aitainnt  as  unnipiratoni  plotting  tlir>  dfHtnu-tion  of  the  KnuliNh  among  them. 
without  any  f^rouml.  that  may  give  the  leant  culour  to  no  foul  a  criino  to  i>asH 
for  iirnlvalilo  in  tho  judgment  ol  any  inJifferent  iwr^on. 

Tuat  their  crime)*  are  nimlo  a«  ninniirmM  and  on  divers  as  are  the  inventions 
i>f  thutr  adremaried  ;  and  K-cauM  they  cannot  with  fre<'doui  ap[icar  to  justify 
thuir  iunocence:.  all  the  tirli.rim  and  nllegationn  agaimit  them  are  received  as 
tn)donllt«d  veritirK  ;  and  what  in  yet  more  mischic\Mu»,  tho  laity,  u]M)n  whoso 
con)4eieiii'0!i  thf?  rhnru'ter  of  jirieHthood  given  tham  an  intluence.  Buffer  under 
all  the  entiles  thnn  falaoly  imputed  to  them  ;  it  lieing  their  advertianeH'  prin- 
cii»iU  deaii/ri.  that  tho  IriBli,  whose  estates  they  eujny,  should  he  ^JIHlt«d 
|wrsoua  unlit  and  no  way  wiuihy  of  any  titlo  to  your  inajeaty'H  iiieruy. 

That  no  woikI  comes  ninias  to  make  arntwa  for  their  destruction  ;  for,  ah  if 
tho  Jlloinan  Catholic  clergy,  wh<mi  they  vxtecin  most  criminal,  were  or  ought 
to  Ix*  a  society  HO  jicifffct.  as  no  evil  or  indJHcreet  jH-r^on  Hhonid  l»  ftuind 
amongst  them,  they  are  all  of  thcni  generally  cried  down  fur  auy  crime, 
whether  true  or  feij^m^l,  which  in  imi'uted  to  one  of  them;  and  m  if  ho  ucopIk 
coidd  Yw-  s|Hiken,  no  letter  whtli!u  luit  with  the  common  cojiNent  of  all  of  tuem, 
the  whole  cletgy  must  'iiilfcr  for  that  wliioh  is  laid  t«)  tlie  charge  of  any  parti- 
cular |)eraon  anions;  tlii-m. 

Wekoowwlwt  odivuu  all  tlio  t'litholic  clergy  lio  under  1>y  rcsKon'of  the 
oalumnicM  with  which  our  tenets  iu  religion  and  our  depeudcuce  upon  the 
lK>|>e's  authority  aro  iwiwrKwl ;  and  we  hnmhly  I>eg  your  niijeHty's  pardon,  t» 
vindicate  t>oth  by  the  enauing  protestation,  whieh  we  make  iu  the  si^'ht  of 
henvcu  and  in  tlio  prusenro  of  your  majesty,  sincirely  ami  truly,  without 
etfuivocatiou  or  mental  resurvation. 


We  (1(1  AcknowlAflKo  aii<l  •unfeiw  your  iiiftj»iiiy  to  )m9  our  time  and  lawful 
kinic,  aupremii  limt,  and  riKHtful  lovfrcifni,  of  thUra&lm  of  Irelaml,  ami  of  all 
ottier  your  niAJftity'i  donitninnii.  Anil,  tlicrefons  wo  acknowledge  and  cnnfen 
nin'!wlv(?n  to  Imi  otdiged  utidor  [uiiu  of  sin  to  oliey  your  uiajcAty  in  all  civil  and 
teiniHirul  nltnira,  an  much  or  any  oihnr  of  your  majeittv't  RubjfctN,  and  an  the 
lawtt  and  niliw  of  ^oveniment  iu  this  kingdom  do  rei|uir«  at  our  hands.  And 
that,  notwithatiiidiniz  any  {Htweror  |irct4>niiiiin  of  the  iK)]>e  oraeo  of  Itomo,  or 
any  Hcntvoc*'  or  declaration  of  what  kind  or  ipiality  aoever  given  or  to  be 
givfin  Ity  tliH  \yt\M\  \m  prt^leccMnoni.  or  xiicccHsont,  or  1>y  any  authority 
a|iirituai  or  toni|)oral  itmctH'ding  or  dcrivL-d  fnim  him  or  liin  kec,  a^aiuiit  your 
niaJfKty  or  royal  autiiority,  wo  will  htill  acknawlod^c  and  iwrfnrni  to  the 
utt(.-nniMt  of  our  aliilitiu:*  our  faithful  loyalty  and  truo  allr-giance  to  your 
raajuNty.  Aiitl  wp  oi«nly  diiH;Iaini  and  miouuce  allforei^n  |M>wfr,  Ik?  it  citlicr 
pajnl  or  princely,  »«|itntuAl  or  t«in|Miral,  inanmuch  a.s  it  may  HKcni  able  or  shall 
imttond  to  fn^o,  diw-'harj^c,  or  alMotve  \w  from  thit*  ohli^jatinn,  or  shall  any 
waygivH  UH  leKve  or  Hcciicu  to  raitto  tumultx,  Ix'ar  arma,  or  otTer  any  violence 
to  your  majosty's  i»erji<in,  royal  autlmrity,  or  to  the  f»tat*3  or  j^ovfrnment. 
Ucinf^  all  of  un  ready  not  only  to  di*;nvfr  and  make  known  t^i  your  majt-aty 
end  Ui  v<H)r  ininiiitvnt  all  thu  treasons  uiadi-  a^aiiiHt  yoiir  nmj«>ity  or  them 
which  Blinll  coine  to  our  hcjirin^,  hut,  also,  to  liwe  our  lives  in  the  defence  of 
your  majesty '«  iwraon  and  royal  authority ;  and  to  n'^int  with  our  licit  cnlca- 
V ours  all  conHpiraciefl  and  attcniptii  a!<:»inKt  your  majiatty,  bo  they  framed  or 
Hent  under  wliat  prctvnci!,  or  |KitiTini;;4Hl  by  what  foreign  |M>WL'r  or  authority 
soever.  And,  furthtT,  wo  proftma,  that  all  alwulnto  princ4>H  and  tmpramo 
fjiivcniors,  of  what  rt'liuiun  wx-ver  tlit-y  Ih%  are  (ioil'a  lieutenantfl  on  cartli, 
and  that  otMiilittnre  ia  duu  to  them  acoordin}^  to  tlio  lawH  of  etmU  commun- 
wt'alth  reMjKictively  in  all  i^ivil  and  tt'iniHiral  affairs.  And,  therefore,  wo  do 
hfrc  imiteHt  aeaiuHt  all  d(K-lrine  nod  autiicirity  to  the  contrary.  > 

Andvte  dohdld  it  impiouH  and  a^airi^t  the  word  of  limt  to  maintain  that 
any  private  tiubj»<ct  may  kill  or  murder  the  anointed  of  (iod,  his  prince, 
though  of  A  dilfei-cnt  bc'li),'f  nnd  rclif^iun  from  \m.  And  we  abhor  and  detest 
the  nraetico  thereof  as  damiuble  and  wicked.  * 

Tliene  lieinu  thw  teiitt^  of  our  n-li^iim,  in  i»oint  of  hiyalty  and  subniisiion  to 
your  niajcKty  a  comuinntln,  and  our  dei>endence  on  the  see  of  Kome  no  way 
lutn-nching  u|iou  that  {terfect  (dfcdienoe  which,  bjr  our  birth  and  by  all  lawn 
divine  and^uman,  wi'  are  Ixxmd  to  pay  to  your  majesty,  our  natural  and  law- 
ful Sovereign,  we  humbly  lieg,  jtrosiratc  at  your  majesty's  feet,  that  ymi 
would  Ikj  pleamnl  to  jirotect  uh  from  the  Mverv  penwcutton  wo  Huflcr,  merely 
for  our  pntft'ssion  in  reli^^ion  ;  leaving  thitfc  that  are  or  hereafter  Hhall  Im 
};uilty  I'f  other  vrinics  (and  there  have  l«en  such  in  all  timefi,  as  well  by  their 
writings  as  by  their  actions,)  U*  the  piiui»hmeut  prescribed  by  the  law. 


APPENDIX    V. 

KKMONHTRANCG    OH      DECI.anATIOX    np   I.OVAI.TV,     R1i1M:I>   ^Y    THK    NATIrtNAI. 
OONttltKUATION    or  TIIR  IIUUAN   CATIIULU^  <  I.KKilV   OF   lltGLANP   111    lOttO. 

To  the  King's  Moat  Excellent  Majt^sty.— Wo,  your  majesty's  sulijeots,  the 
It'iman  Catholic  cler^'  of  the  kin^tbmi  of  Ireland  to^uther  aattenililod,  do 
hereby  declare  and  solemnly  jirotent  Iwfore  fi(«l  and  his  holy  an^,'Hl^  that  wo 
own  and  atknowlcdec  your  majctity  to  Ik;  our  true  and  lawful  kin^^  supremo 
lonl,  and  tmd«>ubte(i  aoverti^n,  a«  well  of  this  realm  of  Iivlanil  as  of  nil  other 
yonr.ntajeftty'a  doniioioua;  coujwiucntly,  wc  confess  ourselves  Inmnd  in  con- 
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ii'ienue'to  be  (il)eilient  to  your  mftjaMtv  in  all  civil  ntid  tnuiwral  affairs,  an  any 
Btihjt'ut  nri^ht  to  Iw  Ut  his  ftrtnec,  aiii)  as  the  Um-s  of  iUtd  anil  Niittin;  re«{iiir« 
at  our  Imniln.  Thoref<iro,  «o  nmmise,  that  w«  will  inviolalily  U'nr  tnip  alle- 
ginno*  to  votir  nmjonly,  yoitr  lawful  li«ii-M  and  Huci:eMurs;  and  thut  no  )>owfr 
on  earth  KDall  Imj  ahlo  to  witlulraw  xin  from  onr  duty  herein  ;  and  that  wti  will, 
oven  to  thv  loM  of  our  blood,  if  iKiouion  rp()uiro:f,  ivtacrt  your  majeaty'n  riuhta 
agaiuHt  nnv  thai  aliall  invnilo  the  game,  or  attcnijit  to  deprivti  yiMirM-Jf,  or 
your  lawful  hi-irt  And  Kuuct'Mttim,  ufany  |iart  theivof.  And  to  th«  ond,  this  our 
sincere  i>n>t«Htati(m  nmy  more  clearly  apfN-'ar,  wo  further  doclaro,  that  it  in 
lint  our  doctrinir  that  Bui>j«'ct«  may  ho  diBchargt^d,  nWolvcd,  or  freed  from  the 
ohliKntion  of  ]K'rfi)nuing  their  duty  of  tnio  uWdience  and  allcgiancv  to  their 
jirinoo  ;  niui^h  Ivm  may  wo  allow  of  or  |tasK  as  toluralilo  any  diH-trine  that  |H>r- 
iiit.-iouAly  and  nRnin«t  the  wi»i-d  of  Cml  maintains,  Mu/  ani/  priiittr  nuhjrrl  nmy 
lairfiillu  till  or  miintrr  the  iinoiiitftl  o/Oofl,  his  firiurr.  Whervfore,  ]mr«unnt 
i<>  th(i  dee{t  niipn'bcnaion  wv  haru  i>f  the  al>oininatiun  and  sad  eoQsci|ueuccs  of 
it«  itracti(.'t\  we  do  cnj^j^  our«elvc»  to  diiKovur  nnto  your  majcnty,  or  some  of 
yonr  niininteni,  any  nttenqit  of  tliat  kind,  rclicllion,  or  con8)>irat-y,  acainst 
your  niHJt-Hty'H  iK>rtMm,  cn>wn,  nr  royal  authority,  that  eomcs  to  our  knowItHlgo, 
whert'liy  nucIi  honid  «)vils  nmy  txt  iireventtnl.  (''inally,  an  we  hohl  the  pre- 
initcM  Co  \te  aj^rreahle  to  gotttl  c«ins(^iAuo«,  tu*  wo  MigiouRly  HW*ear  tho  due 
o1i«er\'aDCo  thunMif  to  our  utmost  and  we  will  preach  and  teach  tho  same  to 
our  ntHjirctivi;  Hocks.*  In  witrii>ss  whereof  wo  do  hereunto  snlxicribe,  this 
l.lth  day  of  .fune,  1(56U. 
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Ki»/nii'T  or  MONHiii.  .1.  n.  oi'Aii.vNTorrT,  aM'KDisfd  to  Tin 

HIIIIIT    KEV.    WILLIAM    I'OYSTEH. 
TRASSLATlOTf. 

MoHt  niuKtriou'*  and  Uij;ht  Iteverend  Lord — We  have  learned  with  heartfelt 
delight,  tliat  tho  law  i>ro|k(>sctl  last  year  for  the  relief  of  tho  CathoHcM  of  tho 
Itritinh  einpiitf,  luul  ri-jet-tcHl  by  a  small  majority  of  votct,  is  likely  to  1» 
brought  forwanl  in  tho  sestious  of  tho  oretent  year.  Would  to  heaven  that 
this  Mu  ditiiraliK'  a  law  might  Im>  at  length  [lasficd  ;  and  that  tho  CathulicR,  who 
have  alwavB  given  the  noblest  iiruofH  of  their  loyalty  and  tidoUty,  may  Itnally 
be  relieved  from  the  heavy  yoVe  whioh  hoM  so  h>iijj  oi>pn>Me<l  theni :  so  that 
under  a  junt  oonaUty  of  honoum  and  privilege!!,  they  may  njtply  thcmeelvca 
witli  alacrity  to' the  iliHch.irge  of  thoKO  duties  which  religion  and  the  good  of 
their  country  equally  dtULind-  a  result  of  which  the  plciwing  lio[»o  may  Ims  in- 
dulgeil  from  tho  goCHlm^sfi  of  a  most  iKineticcut  monarch  and  the  wi»loni  of  a 
reninvnod  ompin%  which  by  i^  eciuity,  prudence,  and  other  virtues  hn^  as 
well  in  all  timee  |)ast,  as  more  ef^iKxialfy  in  the  pix-M'ut,  acipiinnl  so  much  glory  . 
iu  the  eycK  of  surnnindiuff  nations.  And  au  it  bos  t>eeu  submitted  to  ns  that 
certain  rpiefltioim  and  iliHerenees  uf  ripinion  have  arit<eii  among  the  biHhojM, 
touching  the  condition  on  which  the  Catholics  were  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with 
(ither  Hulijcots  ;  we,  who  during  the  aWnco  of  the  chief  ]><->ntill',  arc  eliarged 
with  tho  oaro  of  the  niu-red  niiw-ionB,  and  havo  In-en  funuKheil  with  all  jMinti- 
(ical  jKiw  era  for  that  purjMme,  have  thought  it  a  duty  attached  to  our  functions 
to  clear  up  all  an)biguitie<i.  and  renuive  every  dilliculty  tliat  might  ini])cde  an 
argument  so  desirable,  and.  on  those  miinttt  to  which  ihc  ciiioeniial  powermight 
out  extend*  to  siipiily  its  deticienuiM  by  Uie  authority  and  ccnuent  of  tlie  Holy 
See.  , 

*  T.i  thi--  "NS  aiij<cn»ktl  ihf  thioc  SoiIh'iiuc  rfvUrsllMi'.    SfC  rent.  ilvIL  fhsp.  t. 
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HaviiiK)  thoreffiro.  convcneil  &  coiincil  of  tliu  iuohI  Iwinictl  ()i)<iiitarii>ii  atul 
flivinim,  tVifl  IrtU'r  of  your  lnnlMhi|i  aikI  that  of  thu  nrrliliKhop  nf  7>ii|>liti  Iwiti^ 
tinit  read,  an<l  thu  matter  lH-iii>{  thon  maturely  itvIiU-ratMl  ii|hii)  iu  a  iNirtiouUr 
m^'tiitK,  it  \in»  l««'n  (loorttwl,  '*"'  (^«  VtUknlici  ma^^  with  uillingHfti  niui  t/nUitutk, 
MT^tVe  finJ  afcrpt  oj  Ht§  Itttc  which  tutu  firop->»fil  /or  (Itiir  tmandfMition  Utit  gtor^ 
•ccdt'ilin^  U>  the  fitriii  whirh  ha»  lieen  Hiilwitttotl  l>y  yt»tir  lonlKhip. 

Oiiu  |K>int  tlieru  ifl  whioh  rp<(nirrH  Home  cx|Jaimtion,  iinuiely,  thustjuiiud  |>art 
fifths  oath,  hy  which  thu  clvr^'y  nro  Itouiitt  to  luthl  no  ciniiinunidii  with  tlio 
|io|»<'  nr  hill  (Mfurt,  whith  may  tliroL-lly  nr  imlirtctly  toii<l  to  Hiihvert,  or  in  any 
iiuuitipr  (liMtiirh  the  *>stulili»ht'tl  ri'li;^iiiii  of  the  Htat*.;.  It  w  universally  known, 
that  by  ilivine  ohliuatioii  xXw  |irin<.-i|ial  <hity  «>(  thutniuittttim  of  the  ChurcJi  ia, 
to  propAKntu  tht!  Cattiulii-  faith  an  thu  ttiily  ^uitIe  to  i-t«!nia)  hA]ipii>caH,  ami  to 
cainlmt  all  orntnt  ooiitradi*  t<try  to  it.  This  is  pmval  e(|ually  hy  tlio  precopta 
uf  tho  (losjK'l,  ami  hy  thf  exniiiplcH  of  tlm  ajMiatltw  and  tln-irnvict^-^'io'hi.  Kow, 
if  A  Cathnfii!  Hhntild  ruciill  to  the  ortliotlnx  faith  a  Tn'tuatant  iuilividual,  ht> 
may  bv  HUji|HmiMl  to  have  incurnil  the  ^nik  of  ivrjiirj',  inahinuuh  au,  by  nith- 
drawiii^  iliat  imlividual  fmui  thu  rrotfHtaiit  <  'hiirch,  he  may  Iw  uonBiilerud  an 
having  waakeiied  it  in  »  i-ertairi  dc^nti.  [f  thu  matt*ir  Ik*  Lhii9  uiidi^nitxid,  tho 
oathcftnnnt  l>o  lawfully  taktni,b<'iu^  iuconBii4tvnt\*ith('athoUcpriii(''i))te  ;  but  if 
llm  iiK'auinK  of  thu  |p}{itttatoni  in,  that  thu  miiiiHturH  of  tti''C«th'ilic  ('htiiuh  arv 
not  forbidden  in  make  \\m  of  prra4;hinj<.  |H>rHua^ion,  and  a4lvil'<^,  and  are  only  pro- 
hibited from  ciiiplnyin^fnrcoorframl  for  tlMdittttirltniiceotthHl'n^tctitantt'unrch 
and  caiabliHlun''nt ;  that  in  fionml  ibx-tnn«  and  agrent  jterfovtly  with  imr  priuiji- 
pleH.  It  will  Ih!  your  part,  then-foro,  with  all /i-al  and  humility  to  implore  govtrn- 
meiit,  for  the  purpine  of  trantpiilli/in};  and  kct.'pint;  unhnri  the  con8cien(^^(.-H  of  tho 
clergy,  to  put  f<irth  aomo  uuKblication  or  t-xphuiatiou  of  any  oath  of  that  kind  that 
mayiN)  propoHed  to  Ihi  taken,  .which  removing  alt  ainbiijnity  iiiav  allow  fidl 

IHTUiiwitm  lor  itcacrfnl  preaching  and  perKUiV^ion.  And  Hhould  the  ]tro|M)iied 
aw  Ih!  already  piiiotitl  in  thn  ttaiue  wonls,  or  hhotdd  the  ){oTernnicnt  decline  to 
make  any  ehan^*  tliurcin,  l«t  the  cler^  aotjuicBcc,  and  it  shall  Ihj  enuii>;h  tliat 
tliey  oiwidy  <k;elare,  that  thev  awear  in  sueh  Beiii*o  only  an  tliat  the  ortho*lox 
faitli  Hiiall  remain  inviolate  by  their  <Hith,  and  not  otherwise.  And  in  onler 
that  their  tutid  declaration  may  become  known  to  all*  ami  ercn  Bcrvo  an  an 
example  ttt  iMWterity.  it  nliall  Ik."  i»reiiorv»Hl  in  the  proper  archivofl.  It  w'otUtl 
Ih:  do.iirable  alno,  if  it  could  be  etfectetl,  that  a  doclaratiiui  Hhtmld  bu  otitaiuod 
from  aomo  memliui-K  of  tho  Britinh  |urli.-ini>'iit,  that  thu  govcrnmunt  iui- 
jKiseii  the  oath  on  the  Catholio  clergy  in  thin  i-xact  nenan  and  no  other.  An  to 
the  other  |ti>int«  which,  auconliiig  to  your  letter,  arc  ^containeil  iu  the  pnti>owxl 
law,  they  ant  matter  of  charitablu  induli{euct%  and  on  nnch  acceded  to  by  the 
Holy  .See. 

Aa  t<i  tho  dcaire  of  the  Rovoniment  to  be  informed  of  the  loyalty  of  thoao 
who  are  promoted  to  the  dij^uity  of  biHhup  or  dean,  ami  to  be  as^nn'd  that  th<^y 
iKwHOHg  those  tpiidilicutions  which  lieloiig  to  a  faithful  Kubjeet;  as  to  tho  itit^n- 
tion  alwi  of  foi'umi>j;  a  lM>ard  for  the  a'icertaiument  of  tliDse  itointa,  l>y  inquiring 
into  the  character  of  those  who  hhati  be  prL'wntctl,  and  reitorting  thereon  to 
tiio  king,  acconling  to  the  tenor  of  your  tordiihip'N  letter ;  and,  linalty,  aatothe 
dctenninatiun  of  govenimeut  to  have  none  ailuiitted  to  those  dignities.  Mho 
cither  are  not  natural  Imni  BubjectH.  or  who  h.ivo  n<tt  Utm  nwtuentt  in  the 
kingdom  for  bnir  yearn  preceding  ;  as  alt  these  provisions  regard  matterb  that 
are  merely  ixilitica],  thuy  aro  cntitleit  to  all  indulgence.  It  in  lictt^^r,  indeed, 
that  the  prelates  of  our  I'hunh  nhiudd  Ih;  acceptable  to  the  king,  in  onler  that 
they  may  excrcine  their  mini^tr>■  with  it«  full.eoneurnnco,  and  also  that  there 
may  In*  no  doubt'*  of  their  integrity  even  with  tlioitD  who  aro  not  in  the  Ixmom 
of  tiio  (.'liurclt.  For,  "it  bchoveth  a  bi.<>hop  (as  flio  ai>obtle  teachea,  1  TiM. 
iii.  7)  even  to  have  a  giKxl  witness  from  tht^se  who  are  not  of  the  L'hnrch." 
I'pon  tbewe  priiiciple«,  we,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  intnisted.to  m*.  grant 
))itniu-«ion,  that  tlioM  who  arc  elccte<l  to  and  pro]MHHHl  for  bia1io]irieii  ami 
l^cancril^s*  by  the  clergy,  may  \)P  admitted  or  rejeetcd  by  the  king,  according 
to  the  law  proiMWrtl.  When,  tlieri'fore,  the  clergy  sIliII  have,  acconling  tu  tlie 
usual  custom,  elected  those  whom  tiicy  kIuUI  judfie  most  worthy  in  the  Lord 
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to  iiouoM  iiitmu  (JiKuitiM,  the  uiutn>iM)UtAn  of  tliv  proviricc,  in  Irelituil.  *'t  tlie 
M^nictr  vicnr  aiMiHtoMo  of  Kuulnnil  autt  Hcotlaixl,  nbaU  k>vo  notk-o  <if  tim  olco- 
timi,  tliat  tliu  kiiiK'i  ait|>n>DAtion  f>r  disniiit  may  l>o  liAd  tlicmi{M)n.  If  iho 
caiiiUdnkH  )h>  njfitril,  iithi'm  uliall  Iw  nm|K»M>«l,  who  may  Iw  Bcut!|>tnl>lu  totlw 
kinu  ;  l>ut  if  apjtroviit  of,  tlu<  iitt^roiKiUtjiti  or  vicar  ajfi^tolii;,  tm  above.  i<)uill 
MCim  thfl  <li»ctiiiii!iitii  to  tliu  Njiuretl  t'onKrc^.ttioti  htrro,  tlie  nieinheni  whereof 
hfivihK  finly  wi'i>!hiHl  the  nifrita  uf  vnvU,  niial\  takv  meamu  -.^  fnr  the  ohtaiiimont 
of  cniionical  iiiHtitiitioi)  fnmi  U\h  UoVmysu.  I  itcrceivc,  aUt,  that  another  iltity 
i»  aHHi^iictl  t»  tho  \mAfA  iiImivl-  im>iitiorii><|,  namely,  that  they  aw  rhar^txt  to 
iii»lK.H;l  all  li'ttcin  wnttni  hv  thi"  eoi.'U>»ii!uitii'ftl  [kiwit  to  any  of  the^ritwh 
cltTKy,  Hn<l  examine  (^aii-fully  whuthi-r  ihcy  i^ontaiii  anythin;;  wliiuh  uiay  lie 
injiinoiii)  to  th«-  i^ovc-niuicnt,  oranywiHO  diHturh  the  pitlihc  tran(|uitlity>  Inaa- 
muuh  Kit  a  coniniiMiioiitioii  ou  L»cuIo--<iaHti{;al  iirfi|iiritual  airaim  with  thu  hi-atlof 
the  t'hiiri'h  in  not  forhiildt  n,  aiitl  at  the  inyinctioii  uf  th(t  Ixwinl  rclatct  t«)  ]xtli- 
tit-al  nuiijtx-t^  ontv.  thiit  aI'mi  muxt  Iw  niiomitUHt  t<i.  It  i*  right  that  tho 
gnvcrmiit'iit  tthoiild  not  have  caii^  to  cnt^'rl^iin  any  HUHuicion  witli  rtjgaixt  to 
tho  cfrntmuiiication  In'twoun  us.  What  wu  writv  will  itoar  the  cycH  of  the 
worht.  for  wo  iiitKi  inotMh'  not  with  watti'm  of  a  |H>liti<-al  luitiire,  but  nn*  tKcii- 
I>i(Ml  nlMiiit  th  w.  thin^rH  whiL-h  thu  ilivine  ami  the  occlciiiai'tiral  law,  and  thu 
H»hhI  onUruf  tin*  CIoiK'h,  iiitin?Artor«''Hiiw.  Thiw  m.^tt^ra  only  art->  to  be  kopt 
iindtT  tb«  wal  of  silcucc  which  portain  to  tho  jiirisdii  tioiiof  conwionco  witlim 
xn  ;  and  of  thiH,  it  n(i|trarH  to  uus  ■ulltui(«nt  oare  liati  lietm  taken  in  the  cIauwii 
of  th<<  law  nlliidiMl  t«>.  Wo  are  jK-rfiHitly  uonvinccd,  tliat  ko  wiun  a  I'ovoriinivnt 
us  tliat  "f  (iroat  Hritain,  whilo  it  utinucn  to  juvvido  for  the  imbiic  security, 
diN'i  not  on  that  account  win!)  t<i  cnnt|«cl  the  ( 'ath^Iicn  to  ilem-rl  Uiuir  religion, 
but  wonld  rathtr  In-  iiteaiHitl  that  tht-y'tdiould  Ik*  oiiWfu!  obscrvcnt  of  it.  For 
our  holv  and  tndy  divinu  religion  in  moitt  favouiablo  to  imblic  authority,  ia 
the  lH»t  HtipiHtrt  of  throm'H,  ami  the  niont  |>ow(Tful  ttVcIuT  Itoth  ipf  loyalty  and 
i«triotii<m.  Tliere  in  nuthinir,  thriYfore,  intlio  nHtnni  of  thin>;M,  more  wiahol 
tor.  or  more  /i^ratifid  to  Uio  Holy  Sec,  than  that  the  tV"M''**'<*'  concnri!,  and 
inoHt  ))erf(i'l  mutual  rontidenoo,  may  Ih>  nmint'tincii  iMitwtwn  t)iu  ItritiHli 
i;ovt>rniiu'nt  and  itH  Catholic  Bubjectfi;  that  tht'uoveniorwif  the utaUMuay  have 
no  iMiHvilili'  i-MiM'  to  doubt  of  the  loyalty,  lldi-lity,  and\atta<.-hnient,  of  the 
Cathiilios;  and  that  the  Catholicft,  may,  o)itheiriKirt,diK:harue  tho  dntieuthey 
owo  tlicir  conntry  with  all  |Mugiiblo  olaority,  Kiucerity,  and  /^al.  Wherefore, 
we  fxiiort  all  in  the  T^>ii1,  but  eHiHwiiUIy  the  biHliojiK,  thatllayin>r  amide  all 
contention,  for  tho  iil ideation  of  otrii'm,  all  may  with  one  heart  entertain  this 
only  wi^b  and  Hjitinu-ut,  that  no  rtMtm  $h'ill  he  ifiivn  to  tt-fnuiL  imr  any  injury 
done  to  the  ( 'iitbolic  oau8t>.  ]tut  if  a  law  Hlrnll  Ih*  |iaNmMl,  liwwhieh  tho  Cntho< 
lii-H  may  Ih>  relieved  fitmi  the  iRMmltio^  t<i  wliieh  tliey  aiuliaple,  Uien  we  desiro 
that  all  nball  not  only  imbrace  it  with  alaenty.  in  mainu>r  ax  wo  have  already 
Mid,  Imt  alio  «x|in*'*H  the  utmost  gratitude  to  hia  majesty  and  bin  illndtrioiia 
jkarliament.  fur  mo  ^;reat  a  favour,  and  [imvo  themsi'lvew  wort  liy  of  it  Finally, 
wc  rntn>at  yonr  lottltihip  to  take  mea-iureH  that  thiM  letter  nhnll  l<e  uonmmui- 
cated  tit  all  binbniMi  and  viearH  ajHwbilic  of 'the  ('m)iire,  and  in  tho  ho|ie  that 
thev  will  |'r»mi]tlly  and  unrewrveilly  conform  to  tho  tliinj(«  whieli,  iu  virtuo 
of  tlic  jxtwer  a'isijjiied  to  ns  have  In'on  ileore<'d,  wo  pray  Almighty  Gml  that 
He  may  long  )tre»e.rve  yonr  lonlHhip  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  I  declare  myttelf 
attaehetl  to  yuu  with  alt  reai»eet, 

Vonr  most  obedient  wrvont, 

.1.  II.  (JiAiuNTOTTi,  Vieo-Prefect 
M.  A.  (iALEAW,  Substitute. 

To  t)i«  tnoRl  lllu«trir>H«  and  Kljilil  Ittt. 
M'M.  ^o^^Tllt^  li|i-h<>lt(il  Hh1>'m.  Vk«r 
A|t(>*iiil)c   tit    thu'  I^'iiiIdii    DiKirIrt,     - 
LoiiUon.  , 

yro-ii  thtCi>llfgt  oftha  Propat/(mJii  nl  t!oi$*,  • 

llli*A  Fthntaiy.  lUU. 
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M(MT  Illiistriniiii  iiii't  Itiglit  licveri'iii)  Uml,  -Your  lurtliiliip  lately  infomiett 
iiitt  u(  your  intriiiii-il  H|>«;u<1y  n-tiini  tti  Kii>;lAnil,  cAnicHtly  nt|)ii')itiii;r  mo,  nk 
thn  naiuu  tiin<%  at  Ivii^tli  it*  iimke  known  to  you  the  twiilitncntrt  nf  )ii»  holrnt!  s 
with  n-^)inl  ii>  tlin  i-DiKlitioim  to  l>e  mrfiifil  to  and  j>ermittri/,  in  order  tluit  t<ie 
Ctthohcd  niay  obtain  thii  dtnirtnl  \ei  of  KmAiicijtati'in  from  ^nvuniniiint.  Ilia 
hnUiicHn,  thiinfiiii-,  to  whoM  druixion,  aa  wa.t  luy  ollicial  duty,  I  ha<l  referred 
the  Hhidf  Huliji'L't.  iK'ing  forcitl  hy  tho  iiruwnt  uuiit|H)ct«d  chiui^ju  of  the  timet 
Agftin  to  altidt-  far  from  the  city,  Inifure  thu  vxainijiatiou  thcruuf^  wliich  h«d 
lon^  linud  toninienctil,  i'ould  bo  fully  e<iiniilL-ted,  ]im,  in  hiii  bxccLiIiri);  iiru- 
flflUiH;,  dttchiu'd  to  I'rntiouuco  iu  a  Hflrmii  f<>nn  Ium  jud^ii>nt  on  a  niatU-r  o{ 
I't  croat  luoinrut.  Hu  han,  however  deit^ieil  to  d<H.-laru  to  mo  hin  dcntimcntM, 
with  r»tj(aril  Ui  the  oonditionH  whiili  aloin'  (totally  reji'^ting  all  othore  wh.it- 
MNtvur  hitherto jtn>|NtiM^l)  hiH  Wloveil  children,  the  C'atholii-g  of  (jreat  Itritain, 
can  with  A  safeoontieiL-iicu  auoeile  t4>,  in  eaae  the  li)nt{'ho]KMl-for  Act  of  their 
]Cinanci|intioii  l»e  {HUtMHl.  For  hui  hnlineitg  tnintd,  th.it  the  au^uttt  kin^'  of 
itrt^nt  Hritain,  and  the  most  Bereue  |triiieu,  liiN  aon,  in  their  own  Minjjular 
clemt'ney,  wifuh>tn,  and  ^ennmHity,  M'itl  mott .  eertatuly  erown  with  new 
fav(Hirn  and  lienclitH  th'».«e  already  confiTreil  nn'the  CatiioUcs  ;  esuecially  a« 
they  liuve  fonntl  them  olwayM  m>*t  faithful  and  jirepared,  with  the  Itivine 
nuu^taucu,  U>  uudnru  the  worst  dangera,  rather  than  fail  in  anywitiu  iu  their 
duty  to  their  Hoverci^n. 

'Ihe  iKiintM,  however,  that  may  now  come  umlcr  conBideration,  and  which 
the  aforeH.tiil  goveninient,  t^)  secure  it«  own  and  the  xtato'tt  trancjuiility  and 
■afety,  KeemH  Ut  nHpiire  tui  the  part  of  ita  Cutholii;  Kuhjcctt,  are  :  the  oath  of 
alleKiAneo  Ut  Ih-  liikeu  hy  tlx'm  ;  the  mode-  of  a|ijM>intin};  hiHlinjtK  to  the  vacant 
HOG* ;  and  the  rtviHion  of  all  roNcriptn,  hrev<^-H,  and  ci>n^titutiunii  wliat«ievcr 
of  the  wtvereiKii  (Hintiir,  before  thu  name  l>e  put  iu  execution. 

Ah  to  the  lirst,  hit  hnlinetu  llattrrN  liint»H'lf  that  the  govemnient  of  (Ireat 
IMtain  wttuld  by  no  mennit  exact  frr)m  the  (.'.ithnlica  any  other  oath  Imt  itnch 
M,  whtl-tt  it  giveH  to  the  ^ivennuent  itself  n  still  Biirer  pledge  of  the  tiilelity 
of  the  OathoHca,  may,  at  the  aainc  time,  neither  elaoh  in  the  Icaat  with  tho 
nrinciplfw  of  the  t'lUliolio  rellKi4iu.  nor  ca«t  any  alTront  nixui  the  same  moftt 
uoLy  n-li^uin  »f  (!hriat  In  cohu  the  aforesnitt  Act<if  I''inaiiei]uition  bo  enacted 
HO  OH  I>^^''^,V  renfii'ti  {ominnu)  Ui  l>c  favnumblo  to  the  (.'atholics,  hin  fuiid 
holincHs  will  [tennit  them  to  take  that  one  of  the  following  forms  of  oath, 
which  the  );overnmont  Hliall  think  mo^t  ailviK^tltle  ;  for  each  of  them  seems 
perfectly  calculated  to  auHwer  Ixtth  the  atxtve-meutioned  eudj,  and  tbereforo 
cannot  but  satisfy  tho  gtivoinment 

The  tiret  is  aa  follows:  I  swear  .ind  pronii-ie,  ui>on  the  holy  cvangeluttn, 
oK'tlii'uce  and  tidelity  to  his  myol  uajeaty,  (•t'or^c  tlie  'I'hinl.  1  also  pmmise 
that  1  will  nut  hold  any  oommunicAtiun,  l>u  privy  to  any  plot,  or  keep  up  Any 
suHi*icioUB  connexion,  either  at  home  or  abntad,  to  injuru  the  public  jieAco  ; 
mnil  if  it  mImU  come  to  my  kuowled>;e,  that  anything  is  imoecting,  cither  in 
my  diocese  or  elsewhere,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  iitato,  I  will  reveal  the  same 
to  government 

The  second  runs  thus:  I  swear  and  promise  that  1  will  continno  faithful 
and  entirely  subject  and  obe<lient  to  hi^  myal  majesty,  (ieorge  the  Thinl,  nnd 
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tliat  I  wiU  not  iu  anywifiA  ilUturb  the  |>eaco  ami  trAD(|uilUty  of  this  n<&lm. 
iKir  givf!  luiy  kill  or  aMii>itAiii.'o  to  any  ivnnii  who,  cithvr  directly  or  iiidiruutly, 
DiAV  ire  an  nilcmy  t**  his  inajf^ty  Rilil  thu  [ircHeiit  ptvvnimetit  of  Kn><Iaiid. 

Tho  third :  I  swear  and  pnimiM!  olfwlivuix'  and  triiu  Hdvlity  to  oar  iiKWt 
beluvwl  Ion),  (Joorp^  thu  't'hird,  whom  I  will,  with  all  my  uii^ht,  defend 
aKUuat  all  Lonsitiruciott,  AHsuultis  or  attcmi'^  whatsoever  agniUHt  hm  |H<riKin, 
en»wn,  and  dii,(iuty  ;  and  if  itHbnll  roiuu^tu  my  kuowldd^e  tluit  any  such  are 
forming  a|;a)nHt  hiiii,  I  wdl  reveal  thu  Mitiio  to  hix  afuniitaid  royal  inaj««ty. 
Morwiver,  I  aliio  fuithfidly  f<wear  and  luuiiiifM),  that  I  will,  with  nU  my  niiuht, 
l>re«erve,  supirort,  and  dt;iciid  the  sucei'Shioii  i>l  tho  crown  iu  tho  family  of  his 
maitwty,  against  any  i>vrHon  or  pcrnons  whatsoever,  within  ur  without  the 
rratm,  who  may  Uumi  or  itrrtenil  a  ri^^ht  tu  tlu)  crown  tlf  reof. 

ilitht)rt4i  of  tilt!  oath.     Now  of  the  election  of  liinhoiM. 

With  regunl  to  tho  Utter,  his  holinemt  <ir»t  most  oarnostly  exhorts,  nml 
alisolntvly  uominamtN  thow  wbiKto  cnatoni  it  is  to  Jinmo  to  vacant  nees  the 
IH^ins  t4)  \*o  )trrM.'nted  and  reeonnnendiMl  to  thu  Holy  Sco,  to  nse  thu  ntmost 
oaro  and  ililigeuee,  that  sueh  only  l>o  admitted  int^i  tlm  nnmbcr  of  camlidatus 
who,  to  tlii^ir  other  ]i;iHt>ral  virtues  join  the  most  con»itioiioiu»  I'riidcnets  lovi? 
of  |)eaco,  and  Hdelity  to  his  royal  majefity.  Moreover,  altliciMh  anyone  of 
the  {>ro|iiised  forms  of  oath  to  hv  (nk«n  by  tho  imwly  eleoti>d  IfithoiiH  may  Iw 
more  than  Hiitltcient  to  content  the  ^oveniuient ;  nevertheIe»H,  for  thu  greater 
Hatisfaution  of  the  said  ^{ovcrnnuMit,  hin  naid  holiness  will  not  beHitate  to 
permit  Uuit  thotty  lo  tckom  it  a/iperl<tiui,miif/  tThtbit  a  UtI  o/tka  canditlaU'M  to  the  k'ng'a 
ministers,  in  •trtler  thnt  guttirHment,  i/ percAaiu-e  (tHt/ of  thtm  64  disliked  or  tutjffctut, 
iivijf  itiitiietliaklg  putnt  nut  tha  tame,  to  hate  him  rxpungnif  hut  so  as  that  a  sulHcient 
nuudK'r  may  remain  for  hts  holil)(^^s,  out  i»f  wliiuh  to  elert  Ulose  whom  hu 
may  judge  in  the  l.ord  most  wortliy  to  govern  the  vacant  churtmes. 

As  soon,  therefore,  us  tho  lc;,Milaturc  of  (ir^at  Hritain  bhall  ixoniul^ate,  in 
due  and  authentio  form,  its  afort'iuiid  .\ct  of  Kmancinatiou,  confonuoMe  t. 
the  sentiments  of  hin  Iioliness  as  abovo  cxiiri-s»ed,  with  which  1  j^ireHumu  the 
Kritish  government  is  aln>ady  ac(|iiaintcd,  his  liolincta  will,  on  Itis  iiart,  liko- 
wise  send  a  timely  bi-ief  to  all  tho  Cathnlio  biijho|iH  and  faithful  of  Great 
Britain,  in  whieh  he  u  ill  isddiMh  to  tho  viniversu  his  st  nso  of  gratitude  towardn 
thu  clemency  and  genuroKity  of  tho  moat  powerful  Ilnti«h  government,  will 
exhort  the  Catholica,  es|tccially  al'tc-r  this  nowly- received  mvAur,  toailhere 
with  still  more  fer\'ent  loyalty  to  their  au;;iiKt  kmg  ;  and  tiuolly,  in  a  solemn 
form,  will  i>mnit  thoni  to  oImmtvo  what  I  have  hitherto  stated  with  regai-d  to 
the  oath  ami  the  election  of  bixhopH. 

Ah  to  tho  reviiit)n  of  roscri|>ta,  of  which  nxntion  is  mulo  by  me  in  theheoil 
of  thix  letter,  or,  as  it  ia  termuil,  "The  Uoyal  Ki(>(|untur,"  it  cannot  l*econiu 
tlie  subject  even  of  a  discussion.  For  tho  same,  as  your  lorilship  well  knowa. 
la-'ing  Moentially  injurious  to  tho  Ii)>trt v  of  tliat  su{>enntvudenco  uf  thu  t'hureh 
which  ii»  of  divme  ai>|>ointjnent,  it  would  t>e  tndy  criminal  to  alh}W  or  concede 
it  t<»  the  lay  iwwer,  and,  in  fact,  it  has  never  Iwen  [(ennittcd  to  any  country. 
For  if  some,  even  Catholic  ^ovcnimenta,  armgate  sueh  |Htwers  tojJ^i'mKclves, 
that  IS  to  be  attributed  not  to  tho  right  exercise  of  duo  authority  hut  to  an 
abuse  which,  to  prevent  greater  evils  tho  Holy*  80c  is  forcnl,  it  is  t^I^  tu 
endure  and  tolerate,  but  can  by  nu  means  sanction.  However,  that  no  injury 
or  danger  whatttoover  is  to  be  drea^ted  iu  England  to  tho  ptiblic  |»cace  or  Iuh 
royal  majesty  from  this  indiR|»entiabIy  neces&ary  iodeiicndence  of  tho  Huprcme 
head  of  the  Church  tn  f^-ctling  and  imitructing  the  (lock  of  the  Lord,  l)c«idea 
other  meet  evident  proofs,  which  it  would  bo  tedious  to  Ri>ecify,  and  which 
are  most  notorious,  the  following  circiumtancu  alone  should  Iw  a  sullicicnt 
Becnrity — namely,  that  the  object  iii  ({uestion  is  fully  provided  for  by  the  very 
mothotl  preHcribvtl  t^i  the  bisho|ts  and  vtcors  ai>o8tolic,  which  is  to  be  found  iu 
^Vrticle  I,  of  the  *'  Queationariuin,"  published  by  the  iSacnnl  Congregation  for 
the  I^roiiagatiou  of  the  Faith,  whero  tltcy  are  severely  prohibited  from  initert- 
iog  in  tfie  re|>orts,  whiuh  thoy  are  bound  to  send  to  tho  Holy  Seo  touching 
their  rospcctivo  eliurches,  anything  that  may  regard  the  i>olitical  state  of  the 
country.     Hence  it  is  to  bo  oontidoutly  hojied  ttuit  tho  govenunent  will  by  no 
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■MMU  pcirievore  in  iU  datcrmiiution  on  this  IimmI.  linco  the  Church  cannot 
yiehl  her  tight;  a  ikI  the  exorciu  nf  mioli  m  right,  aa  coottjuit  cxiicrience  abitwi, 
!■  in  nowup  injnrioiui  iit  f;4iVi'ri)nM>ut. 

To  ooiicluilfl,  I  bavu  bo4'n  inilact^tt  in  pvo  you  the  above  ataicmeiit  from  m 
view  that  tho  lAniu  may  nf  rvo  bk  a  nilo  of  oomluet  to  yoiir  lonUItiii,  ivhom  in 
the  meantime  1  heartily  pray  thu  most  iHittntiful  aud  aliniffhty  tuA  to  hle#i 
with  a  ))roe]ieruuB  jouruey  and  abundance  o(  every  h.i|>piuvn. 

^t*  ..'     ■'      '  LatRKXCK  (AnDINAL   LlTTA, 

I>ofect  of  the  Congregation  for  the  rrni«gation 
of  tbo  Faith. 

Tt  tli«  It'nM  fief.  Wm.  PoTWTim. 

hlaliop  nf  tUIyi  tml    Vlcftr  ^ 

ApofUiUr  nf  tilt  I.«ni1r>ii  lUi-  « 

trtft.  .,^  . 
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